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LKTTER  FROM  JAMES  G.  BLAINE. 


Stanwood,  Bar  Harbor.  Maine.  | 
Hon.  T.  \).  SKAitKiiiT.  Scpteinbei-  8th,  1892.  ) 

Unhintown.  Pa. 

My  Dear  Friend: — 

I  liavc  ivceivotl  llu'  sketches  of  the  "Old   Pike" 

regularly  and  have  as  rco-idai'ly  i"ead  them,  some  of  them  more  than 

once,  especially  whci-e  you  come  near  ihe  Monongahela  on  i-ither  side 

of  it.  and   thus   strike  the    lainl  of  my   hirtli   and   hoyhood.      J    could 

trace  you  all  the  way  to  Washington,  at  ^Falden.  at  Centreville.  at 

I^illy    ( Ji'eentield's   in    UealUville.  at   Hillslioi-o  (Billy  .Rohinson  was  a 

familiar  name),  at   Dutcdi  Charley  Miller's,  at  Ward's,  at  Pancake,  and 

so  on — familiar   names,  lorever  endeared  to  my  nu'inory.      T  clu'i'ish 

the  desire  of  riding  over  the  --Old  Piki'"  with  you.  l)ut  1  am    afraiil 

"we  sludl  contem])late  it  as  a  scheme  never  to  l)e  realized. 

Yeiy  sincerely. 

Vour  i'riend. 

JAMES  G.  BLAIXE. 


CONTENTS. 


CIIAITKK  I. 


PAGES 


Inoeplion  of  tho  lioad — Aiitlior's  Motive  in  Writing-  it8  History — No 
liistory  of  tho  Appian  Way  —  A  Poi)ular  Error  Corrected  —  Henry 
Clay,  Andrew  Stewart,  T.  M.  T.  McKennan,  General  Beeson,  Lewis 
Steenrod  and  Daniel  Sturgeon  —  Their  Services  in  Behalf  of  tiie 
Koad,  etc.,  etc ; 13  19 

CHAPTER  II. 

Origin  of  the  Fund  for  Making  the  Road  —  Acts  for  the  Admission  of 

Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  3Iissouri,  etc.,  etc 20-24 

CHAPTER  III. 

The  Act  of  Congress  Authorizing  the  Laving  Out  and  Making  of  the 

Road ' 25-27 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Special  ^lessage  of  President  Jefferson  —  Coniniunicating  to  Congress 

tlie  First  Report  of  the  Commissioners — Unioutown  left  out,  etc.       28-35 

CHAPTER  V. 

Pennsylvania  grants  Permission  to  make  the  Road  through  her  Terri- 
tory—  rniontown  Bestoreil,  ( iist  left  Out,  and  Washington,  Penn- 
sylvania, made  a  Point  —  Heights  of  ^Mountains  and  Hills  —  On  to 
Brownsville  and  Wiieeling,  etc.,  etc 30-40 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Albert  <  Jallatin,  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  called  upon  for  Informa- 
tion Pespecting  the  Fund  .\pplical)le  to  the  Roads  mentioned  in 
the  Ohio  Admission  Act  —  His  Responses 41-43 

CH A PTI:P  VII. 

The  Life  of  the  lioad  Threatened  by  {\\o  Spectre  of  a  Constitutional 
Cavil  —  President  Monroe  Vetoes  a  Bill  for  its  Preservation  and 
Repair  —  General  Jackson  has  Misgivings  —  Hon.  Andrew  Stewart 
Comes  to  the  Rescue 44-51 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

PAGES 

State  Authority  Prevails  — The  Road  Surrendered  by  Congress  —  The 
Erection  of  Toll  Gates  Authorized  —  Commissioners  Appointed 
by  the  States  to  Receive  the  Road,  etc. ,  etc 52-56 

CHAPTER  IX. 

Plan  of  Repairs  —  The  Macadam  System  Adopted  —  Mr.  Stockton  offers 

his  services  —  Captain  Delafield  made  Superintendent,  etc.,  etc.. .       57-63 

CHAPTER  X. 

Lieut.  Mansfield  superseded  by  Capt.  Delafield  —  The  Turning  of  Wills 

Mountain,  etc.,  etc 64-76 

CHAPTER  XL 

On  with  the  Work — Wooden  Bridges  Proposed  for  the  Xew  Location 
up  Wills  Creek  and  Braddock's  Run  —  The  War  Department  holds 
that  Wooden  Superstructures  Avould  be  a  Substantial  Compliance 
Avith  the  Maryland  Law  —  Cumberland  to  Frostburg,  etc 77-86 

CHAPTER  XII. 

Gen.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War,  Transmits  a  Report  —  ^lore  about 

the  AVooden  Bridges  for  the  New  Location  near  Cumberland,  etc.       87  04 

CHAPTER  XIII. 
The  Iron  Bridge  over  Dunlap's  Creek  at  Brownsville 95-9!) 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

Appropriations  by  Congress  at  Various  Time^i  for  Making,  Repairing, 

and  Continuing  the  Road 100-106 

CHAPTER  XV. 
Speech  of  Hon.  T.  M.  T.  :\IcKennan 107-108 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

Life  on  the  Road  —  Origin  of  the  Phrase  Pike  Boys  — Slaves  Driven 
like  Horses  —  Race  Distinction  at  the  Old  Taverns  —  Old  Wagon- 
ers—  Regulars  and  Sharpshooters  —  Line  Teams 109-115 

CHAPTER  X^'II. 

Old  Wagoners  continued  —  Broad  and  Narrow  Wheels  —  A  Peculiar 
Wagon  —  An  Experiment  and  a  Failure  —  Wagon  Beds  —  Bell 
Teams 116-119 


CONTENTS. 


7 


CHAlTKi:   XVIII.  PAGE.S 

( >1<1  Wagoners  continued 120-126 

CIIAPTEH  XIX. 

Old  Wagoners  continued  — The  Harness  they  Used,  etc 127-133 

CIIAPTEK  XX. 

Old  Wagoners  continufMl— An  Exciting  Incident  of  the  Political  Cam- 
paign of  1840— All  about  a  Petticoat  — A  Trip  to  Tennes.see  — 
Origin  of  the  Tobv  Cigar  — The  Rubber  — The  Windup  and  Last 
Lay  of  the  Old  Wagoners 134-145 

CHAITER  XXI. 
Stage  Drivers,  Stage  Lines  and  Stage  Coaches  — The  Postillion,  etc  . .  146-155 

CHAPTER  XXII. 

Stages  and  Stage  Drivers  continued  —  Character  of  Drivers  Defended 

—  Stvles  of  Driving — Classification  of  Drivers,  etc 156-163 


■c 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

The  First  Mail  Coaches— The  Stage  Yard  at  Uniontown  — Xames  of 
Coaches  —  Henry  Clay  and  the  Drivers  —  Jenny  Lind  and  Phineas 
T.  Baruuni  on  the  Road,  etc.,  etc 164-174 

CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Stages  and  Stage  Drivers  continued  —  Gen.  Taylor  Approaching  Cum- 
berland —  Early  Coaches,  etc 175-183 

CHAPTER  XXV. 

Distinguished  Stage  Proprietors  —  Lucius  W.  Stockton,  James  Reeside, 
Dr.  Howard  Kennedv,  AVilliam  H.  Stelle  — Old  Stage  Agents  — 
The  Pony  Express. . .' 184-191 

CHAFfER  XXVI. 

Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  from  Baltimore  to  Boonsboro  —  Pen 

Picture  of  an  Old  Tavern  by  James  G.  Blaine l!»2-li>6 

CHAPTER  XXVII. 

Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Boonsboro  to  Cumber- 
land    197-203 

CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

Old  Taverns  ami  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Cumberland   lu    the 

Little  Crossings  —  The  City  of  Cumberland 204-208 


8  CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER  XXIX. 

PAGES 

Old   Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers   continued — Little  Crossings  to 

Winding  Ridge  — Grants  villa 209-213 

CHAPTER  XXX. 

Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Winding  Ridge  to  the 

Big  Crossings  —  The  State  Line  — How  it  is  Noted.'. 214-219 

CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Big  Crossings  to  Mt. 

Washington 220-226 

CHAPTER  XXXII. 

Old  Taverns  and   Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Mt.  Washington  to 

Uniontown 227-233 

CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  — ITniontown  —  The  Town 
as  it  Appeared  to  Gen.  Douglass  in  1784 —  Its  Subsequent  Growth 
and  Improvement,  etc.,  etc 234-243 

CHAPTER  XXXIV. 
Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Uniontown  to  Searights,  244-249 

CHAPTER  XXXV. 

Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Searights  to  Browns- 
ville   2)0-259 

CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Brownsville  to  Bealls- 

ville 260-265 

CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Beallsville  to  Washing- 
ton   266-272 

CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Washington,  Penn. — 

Washington  and  Jefferson  College  —  The  Female  Seminary 273-282 

CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued — Washington  to  West 

Alexander 283-289 


CONTFNTS.  \f 

CllAlTKU  XI.. 

PAGES 
Old   Tuvcinp  and  Tavern    Keepers   continued  —  West    Alexander  to 

Wheeiin-- L'UO  I'll? 

CIlAl'Ti;!;   XLI. 

AVcst  (if  WhcclinL^  — Old  Staire  Lines  Ucyond  the  Ohio  IJiver — Throngh 

Indiana  —  The  Koad  I  (isapjiears  Among  the  I'rairies  of  Illinois...   298-310 

(MIAl'TKi;   Xldl. 

Superintendents  under  National  and  State  Control — Old  ^lile  Posts, 

ete 31 1-318 

m 

CHAFPEli  XLI  II 
( )ld  Contractors  —  Cost  of' the  Road  —  Contractors  for  Repairs,  etc 319-32 

CHAPTER  XLIV. 
Thomas  Endsley,  William  Sheets,  W.  M.  F.  ]\Iagraw,  etc 323-328 

CHAPTER  XLV. 
Dnnib  Ike —  Reminiscences  of  T'niontown  —  Crazy  P>illy,  etc 329-338 

CHAPTER  XLVI. 

The  Trial  of  Dr.  John  F.  Braddee  for  Robbing  the  V.  S.  flails 839-352 


■'> 


't? 


CHAPTER  XLVII. 

A'isit  of  .lohn  (^nincy  Adams  toFniontown  in  1837  —  Received  by  Dr. 
Hugh  Campbell  — Tile  National  Road  a  -Monument  of  the  Past  — 
A  Comparison  with  the  Appian  Way 353-350 

APPENDIX. 

Digest  of  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania  Relating  to  tlie  Cumberland  Road 
—  Unexpemled  lialances  in  Indiana —  .\ceounts  of  Two  Old  Com- 
missioners—Rates of  Toll  —  Letters  of  Albert  (ialiatin,  ICbenezer 
Finley  and  Thomas  A.  Wilev  —  Curiosities  of  the  Old  Postal  Ser- 
vice  ." 357-384 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


I'AGK 


T.  B.  Soariulit Frontispiece 

Old  .Mile  Post 

Stage  House  and  Stables  at  Mt. 

Wasliington 

Gen.  Henry  AV.  Beeson 

Hon.  Daniel  Sturgeon 

Hon.  Andrew  Stewart 

Old  Toll  House 

Iron  Bridge  over  Dunlap's  Creek. 

Hon.  T.  M.  T.  McKennan 

Koad  ^^'agon 

John  Thompson 

Daniel  Barcus 

Henry  Clay  Eush 

Harrison  Wiggins 

John  Marker 

Ellis  B.  Woodward 

John  Deets 

John  Snider 

AVilliam  Hall 

John  Wallace 

Alfred  Bailes 

<  Tcrman  D.  Hair 

-Vshael  Willison 

Jacob  Newcomer 

John  Ferren 

Morris  Mauler 

James  Smith,  of  Henr\' 

Stage  Coach  

AVilliam  AVhaley 

Redding  Bunting 

John  Bunting 

Samuel  Luman 

Joseph  AVhisson 

^Nlaj.  AVilliam  A.  Donaldson 

AVilliam  O.  Beck 

Henry  Farwell 

The  Narrows 

Hanson  AVillison 

Alatt.  Davis  

John  Mcllree 

L.  AV.  Stockton 

James  Reeside 

AVilliam  H.  Stelle 

John  Kelso 

David  ^lahaney 

John  Risler 

The  Temple  of  J  uno 


13 
15 

16 
47 
53 

95 
107 
109 
111 
111' 
114 
116 
118 
119 
121 
122 
124 
126 
129 
130 
135 
137 
138 
140 
144 
146 
151 
152 
156 
158 
162 
165 
168 
171 
176 
178 
180 
182 
185 
186 
189 
204 
210 
215 
217 


P.VGE 

The  Kndslev  House 218 

The  Biir  Crossings 220 

Daniel  Collier 222 

Sebastian  Rush 225 

Ruins  of  John  Rush  House 226 

Hon.  Samuel  Shipley 229 

Stone  House,  Darlington's    230 

James  Snyder 232 

Gen.  Ephraim  Douglass 235 

Aaron  AVvatt 239 

The  Brownlield  House 240 

Col.  Samuel  Elder 242 

The  Searight  House ....'. 245 

Joseph  Grav 247 

AVilliam  Shaw 248 

Abel  Collev 250 

Hon.  AVilliam  Hatfield 252 

The  Johnson-Hatfield  House-. . . .  254 

The  Workman  House 256 

Bridge  over  the  3Ionongahela  . . .  259 

Old  Tavern  at  :\Ialden 261 

AVilliam  Greenfield 263 

Charles  Guttery 265 

Billv  Robinson 267 

Daniel  Ward 268 

John  AV.  3IcDowell 270 

S.  B.  Hayes 279 

George  T.  Hammond 281 

The  Rankin  House 283 

The  Miller  House 284 

The  "S"  Bridge 286 

David  Bell 288 

Joseph  F.  Alaves 291 

Mrs.  Sarah  Beck 292 

Col.  :\Ioses  Shepherd 294 

^Irs.  Lvdia  Shepherd 295 

John  MeCortney 296 

Bridge  over  AVhitewater  River  . .  308 

Gen.  George  AV.  Cass 311 

AVilliam  Searight 313 

AVilliam  Hopkins 315 

Daniel  Steenrod 320 

AV.  31.  F.  3Ia!.naw 327 

"Crazy  Billy' 333 

German  D.  Hair  House 353 

Dr.  Hugh  Campbell 354 

The  Big  AVater-Trough  on  Laurel 
Hill 356 


z 
o 

»- 
o 

z 

I 

CO 

< 


I- 
< 

CO 

UJ 

_l 

CO 

< 

I- 

Q 

z 
< 

UJ 

en 

D 
O 

I 

HI 

o 
< 

I- 

CO 


THE  OLD   PIKE. 


C'iiAl'TKK    I 


TIk'  niail  wliicli  tonus  t  lir  suhject  of  this  no  In  inc.  is  the  (Mil  \-  liiu'li- 
way  of  its  kind  (.'vci*  wholly  t-onstriu'tcd  by  llic  iiovLTunicnt  of  the 
TnitiMl  States.  Wlien  ("oiiiiTess  first  mot  after  the  aehieveiiieiit  of 
I  ndi'itemlence  and  the  adaption  of  tlie  Fe(leral  Constitution,  tlie  lack 
ot'  ij;ood  I'oads  was  much  commented  n])on  li\'  oui"  statesmen  and  citi- 
zens ii-enerally.  and  various  sehemes  sui>;i>;ested  to  meet  the  manifest 
want.  l)Ut.  it  was  not  until  the  year  18()G.  when  Jeffei'son  was  Pres- 
i<lent.  that  tiie  ])i"o])osition  for  a  National  Road  took  pi-aetieal  sha])e. 
'flic  first  ste]>.  as  will  hei'eiiuittei'  he  seen.  Mas  the  a])])oinl  ment  of 
commissioners  to  layout  tlie  road,  with  an  a])]iro])riation  of  mone\'  to 
meet  the  conse<|Uent  expense.  The  autlun"  of  this  work  was  horn  and 
rt-ari'd  on  the  line  ol  the  I'oad.  and  has  spent  his  whole  life  amid  scene's 
connected  with  it.  lie  saw  it  in  the  zenith  of  its  i^'lory.  and  with 
emotions  of  sa<lness  witnesse<l  its  decline.  Jt  was  a  hii>;hwa\'  at  once 
so  i>;i"and  and  impo.siui;-.  an  artery  so  largvly  instrumental  in  pi-omotiui;- 
the  early  <;rowth  and  development  of  our  country's  MondiM-ful  re- 
sources, so  inflnential  in  st  I'cn^thenini;'  the  honds  of  the  American 
Tnion.  and  at  thesame  time  s(»  rt-plete  with  im|)ortanl  events  and  in- 
lerestinii'  inci<K'nts.  that  the  wi'iter  of  these  j)a,!.;"es  has  Ion*;'  cherished 
a  hope  that  some  ca]iahle  hand  would  wi'ite  its  histoi'v  and  I'olleet 
and  prcsei'xe  its  Ic^-eiids.  and  no  oiii'  lia\iiiL:;  come  lorward  to  ])erl'onii 
the  task,  he  has  ventureil  upon  it  himself,  with  unaiVecteil  diflldence 
and  a  full  knowledge  of  his  inai)ility  to  do  justice  to  the  ^^ul»ject. 

It   is  not   a  little  sin<iulai-  that  no  connected   history  of  the  re- 
nowned Ap])ian  Way  can  he   found  in  our   lihrarics.      (Jlimiises  of  its 
existence  and  iin]iortance  are  seen  in  the  >.'ew  Testament  and  in  sumo 
2  (13) 
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old  volumes  of  classic  lore,  but  au  accurate  and  coniplete  history  of 
its  iuceptiou,  purpose,  construction  and  development,  with  the  inci- 
dents, accidents  and  anecdotes,  which  of  necessity  were  connected 
with  it,  seems  never  to  have  been  written.  This  should  not  be  said 
of  the  i^-reat  National  Road  of  the  United  States  ot  America.  The 
Appian  Way  has  been  called  the  Queen  of  Eoads.  We  claim  for  our 
National  highway  that  it  was  the  King  of  Roads. 

Tradition,  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  by  popular  thought,  attributes 
to  Henry  Clay  the  conception  of  the  National  Road,  but  this  seems  to 
l,)e  error.  The  Hon.  Andrew  Stewart,  in  a  speech  delivered  in  Con- 
gress, January  27th,  1829,  asserted  that  "Mr.  Gallatin  w^as  the  very 
tirst  man  that  ever  suggested  the  plan  for  making  the  Cumberland 
Road."  As  this  assertion  was  allowed  to  go  unchallenged,  it  must  be 
accepted  as  true,  however  strongly  and  strangely  it  conflicts  with  the 
|)opular  belief  before  stated.  The  reader  will  bear  in  mind  that  the 
National  Road  and  the  Cumberland  Road  are  one  and  the  same.  The 
road  as  constructed  by  authority  of  Congress,  begins  at  the  city  of 
Cuni1)erland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  this  is  the  origin  of  the 
name  Cumberland  Road.  All  the  acts  of  Congress  and  of  the  legis- 
latures of  the  States  through  which  the  road  ])asses,  and  they  are 
numerous,  refer  to  it  as  the  Cumberland  Road.  The  connecting  link 
])etween  Cumberland  and  the  city  of  Baltimore  is  a  road  much  older 
than  the  Cumberland  Road,  constructed  and  <nvned  by  associations 
of  individuals,  and  the  two  together  constitute  the  Natiomd  Road. 

While  it  appears  from  the  authorit}"  quoted  that  Henry  Clay  was 
not  the  planner  of  the  National  Road,  he  was  undoubtedly  its  ablest 
and  most  conspicuous  champion.  In  Mallory's  Life  of  Clay  it  is 
stated  that  "  he  advocated  the  policy  of  carrying  forward  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  Road  as  rapidly  as  possible,''  and  with  what 
earnestness,  continues  his  biographer,  "we  may  learn  from  his  own 
language,  declaring  that  he  had  to  heg,  entreat  and  supplicate  Congress, 
session  after  sessioij,  to  grant  the  necessary  appropriations  to  com- 
plete the  road."  Mr.  Clay  said,  "I  have  myself  toiled  until  my 
]>owers  have  been  exhausted  and  prostrated  to  prevail  on  you  to  make 
the  grant."  No  wonder  Mr.  Clay  was  a  popular  favorite  along  the 
whole  line  of  the  road.  At  a  public  dinner  tendered  him  by  the  me- 
chanics of  Wheeling,  he  spoke  of  "the  great  interest  the  road  had 
awakened  in  his  breast,  and  expressed  an  ardent  desire  that  it  miglil 
be  prosecuted  to  a  speedy  completion."  Among  other  things  he  said 
that  "a  few  years  since  he  and  his  family  had  employed  the  whole  or 
greater  part  of  a  day  in  traveling  the  distance  of  about  nine  miles 
from  Uniontown  to  Freeman's,*  on  Laurel  Hill,  which  now,  since  the 
construction  of  the  road  over  the  mountains,  could  be  accom])lished, 
together  with  seventy  more  in  the  same  time,"  and  that  "the  road 


"Benjamin  Freeman  kept  a  tavern  on  the  old  Braddock  Road,  a  short  distance  south  of 
Mt.  Washington.  Locating  his  house  on  Laurel  Hill,  was  au  error  of  Mr.  Clay,  but  of  little  con- 
sequence, and  readily  made  under  the  circumstances.  A  mouumeut  was  erected,  and  is  still 
standing,  on  the  roadside  near  Wheeling,  commemorative  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Clay  in  behalf 
of  the  road. 
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was  so  important  to  tlu'  iiiaiiiU'iiaiict'  oi'oui'  I'liioii  that  Ik-  would  not 
couscMit  to  ii'ivo  it  up  to  tlu-  UiH-piiisj;  of  tlic  sf\ci'al  Slates  tlifoiiu'li 
wliicli  it  ]»ass(.'(l.' 

Hon.  Amli'cw  Stew  art .  of  l' nionlnw  ii.  wlm  served  iiuiny  y^•nl•-^ 
in  ConiiTess.  Iieiiinninu'  with  iSiJll.  was.  next  to  ^Fi'.  (May.  [hv  most 
widely  known  and  influential  coUiiTessional  frit'iid  of  the  I'oad.  and  in 
eafuesluess  and  ]>ersistency  in  this  liidialf.  not  excelled  even  hy  .Mr. 
( 'law  Hon.  T,  M  .  T.  Mi  I\  en  nan.  an  old  (■on^•l•essnlan  of  Washiuii'ton. 
Pennsylvania,  was  liUewisi'  a  stanncdi  tVii'nd  of  the  road,  carefully  irnai'd- 
in,n"  its  interests  and  ]>ressinii:  its  claims  upon  the  favorahle  consideration 
of  ("onu'ress.  (Jen.  IKnry  \V.  Heeson.  of  Unionto^vn.  a\  ho  represt'iited 
the  [•"'a\ette  and  (ireeiie  (li>tricl  ot  JV'unsy Ivania  in  ( "on^i-ess  in  the 
I'ortics.  was  an  indomitalile  friend  of  the  road,  lie  stoutly  oppost'(|  tlic 
extension  of  the  Baltinioi'e  ami  Ohio  railroad  west  of  ( 'umherland. 
throuii'h  Pennsylvania,  and  was  ihoi-ouii'ldy  suslaineil  hy  hisconstit- 
ueiit>.  In  one  of  his  charactei'istic  speecdu's  on  the  suhject.  he  liii'- 
nislied  a  careful  t'stinuite  of  the  numhei"  of  horse-shoi'S  made  hy  the 
hhud'Csmiths  aloiiy;  the  I'oad,  tlu-  nuniher  of  nails  re(|niiHM|  to  fasten 
them  to  the  liorses'  feet,  the  numhi-r  of  hushels  of  i^rain  and  tons  of 
liay  furnishe(l  hy  the  farnu'i's  t<i  the  tavern  keepers,  the  vast  (|uantity 
of  (d>i(d<ens.  turkeys,  eii'i^s  and  hutler  that  found  a  ready  market  on 
the  line,  and  other  like  statistical  information  iroiuij;  to  show  that  the 
•National  Road  would  hettt'i'  suhserve  the  puMic  weal  than  a  slcani 
I'ailroad.  This  view  at  the  linu".  and  in  the  locality  affected,  was  re- 
garded as  eorivct.  whieh  serves. as  an  illustration  of  the  tdiani;e  that 
takes  ])lace  in  ])uhlic  sentiment,  as  the  wlu'els  of  tinu'  n-volve  and 
tin'  ingenuity  of  man  expands.  Lewis  Steeni'od.  of  the  Wheelini;' 
district,  was  likewise  an  able  and  influential  eouii'ivssional  friend  of 
tlie  road.  He  was  the  son  of  Daniel  Steenrod.  an  old  tavernkee]ier 
on  the  road,  near  AVheeling;  and  the  ('umherland.  ^farylaml.  dis- 
trict always  sent  nu'U  to  (^'ongi'css  who  favoi'eil  the  pi'eservation  and 
maintenance  of  the  I'oad.  lion.  Daniel  Sturgeon,  who  served  as  a 
senator  of  the  United  States  lor  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  from  1840 
to  1852.  Avas  also  an  undeviating  and  iutlueutial  triiuid  of  t he  road. 
He  gave  unrennt  I  ing  at  I  cut  ion  and  nnt  iring  sujiport  to  I'very  measui-e 
brouglit  hefore  the  Senate  during  his  long  and  honoralile  service  in 
that  hody.  designed  to  nuike  for  the  road  s  ])rosperity.  and  ]tresei've 
and  maintain  it  as  the  nation's  givat  higliway.  His  hoiiu'  was  in 
I'nionlou  n.  on  the  line  of  the  road,  and  he  was  thoroughly  ideniifiiMl 
with  it  aliki'  in  sentiment  and  interest,  lie  was  not  a  sliowy  slates- 
Mian,  hut  the  posse.ssoi- of  incoi-rujit  ihle  integrity  and  wiehh'd  an  in- 
fliUMice  not  heneath  that  of  any  of  his  comjjeei's.  among  whom  were 
that  renowned  ti'ioof  Senator^,  ('lay.  \Vcd»ster  and  Callioun. 

I'^i-etpicnt  I'elereuees  will  he  madi-  in  tlH'se]iages  to  the  Old  Hrad- 
do(dv  Ivoad.  hut  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  wi'iter  to  go  into  the  his- 
tory of  that  ancient  highway.  This  volume  is  devoted  exelusively  to 
the  National  Koad.  ^\'c  think  it  pertimuil.  however,  to  remark  thai 
liraddoel^'s  IJoad  would  have  Keen  more  apjiropriately  named  Wa'-h- 
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iiii^'ton's  JiOiid.  Wasliiiiii'toii  jiasst'd  over  it  in  coinniaiMl  of  a  detach- 
iiieiit  of  Yii'g'iuia  troops  more  tliuii  a  year  before  Braddoek  ever  saw- 
it.  Mr.  Veec'h,  the  eminent  local  historian,  says  that  Braddock's 
Uoad  and  Nemieolon's  Indian  trail  are  identical,  so  that  Nemicolon, 
the  Indian,  Avould  seem  to  have  a  hi<i"her  claim  to  the  honor  of  givinu; 
name  to  this  old  road  than  GcMuM-al  l>raddoek.  However,  time.  usaa;e 
and  common  consent  unite  in  eallin<;-  it  l^raddock's  Road,  and,  as  a 
j'ule,  we  hold  it  to  be  very  unwise,  not  to  say  do\vnrii!;ht  foolishness, 
to  undertake  to  chansi'e  old  and  tamiliai"  names.  It  is  difficult  to  do. 
and  ouii'ht  not  to  be  done. 

Fi'om  the  time  it  was  thrown  o])en  to  the  ])ublic.  in  the  year 
1818,  until  the  coming  of  I'aili'oads  west  of  the  Allegheny  jnountains. 
in  1852,  the  National  Iioad  Avas  the  one  g'reat  hia;hway,  over  Avhich 
])assed  the  bulk  of  trade  and  ti'avel.  and  the  niails  between  the  Kas( 
and  the  West.  Its  numerous  and  stately  stone  bi-id^'es  wit  b  hand- 
somely turned  ai'cbes,  its  iron  mile  posts  aiul  its  old  iron  g'ates,  attest 
the  skill  of  the  woi'kmen  engagvil  on  its  construction,  ami  to  this  day 
]'emain  enduring  monuments  of  its  grandeui"  and  solidity,  all  save  tlie 
im])osing  iron  gates,  which  have  disa])peared  l)y  ])rocess  of  conversion 
])rom])ted  by  some  iitilitarian  idea,  savoring  in  no  little  measure  of 
saci'ilege.  Many  of  the  most  illustrious  statesmen  and  heroes  of  the 
early  ])eriod  of  our  national  existence  passed  over  the  National  Road 
from  their  homes  to  the  capital  and  back,  at  the  opening  and  closing 
of  the  sessions  of  Congress.  Jackson,  llari'ison,  Clay,  Sam  Houston. 
Polk,  Taylor,  Crittenden,  .Shell)y,  Allen.  Scott.  Butler,  the  eccenti-ic 
Davy  (Jrockett,  and  numy  of  their  conteni])oraries  in  ])ublic  service, 
were  familiar  figures  in  the  eyes  of  the  dwellers  by  the  roadside.  The 
writer  of  tliese  pages  fref|uently  saw  these  distinguished  men  on  then- 
])assage  over  the  road,  and  remembers  with  no  little  pride  the  incident 
of  shaking  hands  with  General  Jackson,  as  he  sat  in  his  carriage  on 
the  wagon-yard  of  an  old  tavern.  A  coach,  in  which  Mr.  Clay  was 
]iroceeding  to  Wasliington.  was  upset  on  a  ])ile  of  limestone,  in  the 
nuiin  street  of  Uniontown.  a  few  nioments  after  su])])ei'at  the  McClel- 
land house.  Sam  Sibley  was  the  di-ivcr  of  thai  coach,  and  had  his 
nose  lu'oken  by  the  accidcjit.  Mi-.  Clay  was  unhurt,  an<l  upon  being 
extricated  from  the  grounded  coach,  facetiously  remarked  that:  '-This 
is  mi.xingthe  Clay  of  Kentucky  with  the  limestone  of  I'ennsylvania."' 

As  numy  as  twenty-foui'-horse  coaches  have  been  counted  in  line 
at  (me  time  on  the  road,  and  lai'ge,  broad-wheeled  wagons,  covered 
with  white  canvass  stretched  over  bows,  laden  with  merchandise  and 
drawn  by  si.x  (!onestoga  horses,  were  visible  all  the  day  long  at  every 
point,  and  numy  timt's  until  laie  in  the  evening,  besides  innnnicrable 
cai-avans  of  iioi'ses,  mules,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep.  It  looke(|  jnorc 
like  the  leading  avenue  of  a  great  city  than  a  road  throngb  rural 
districts. 

The  road  had  a  ])eculiar  nomenclature,  familial'  to  the  tens  of 
thousands  who  traveled  over  it  in  its  palmy  days.  The  names,  for 
example,  applied  to  jiarticular  localities  on   the  line,  are  of  striking 
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import,  ami  McikI  li:irnit>iii(Hi-ly  witli  tlic  inii<|ti('  liistory  of  tlic  i-oad. 
With  du'Si"  iiiinu's  omitted.  I  in-  t'oad  would  Ik'  rolilK-d  of  much  tliat 
adds  iitteri'sl  to  its  hisloi'v.  .\monij;  the  ln'st  rcmcndn'ivd  of  {\\vsv 
aiv.  The  Shades  ol'  Death.  The  Narrows.  I'iney  drove.  Bin- ('rossinji;s. 
Xeuro  .Moiinlain.  I\eysers  IJidii'i'.  WoodencU  Hill,  ('hulk  Hill,  iiiii' 
Sav'aiie.  Little  Savaii'i-.  Snake  Hill.  Laurel  Hill.  The  Turkey's  . Vest. 
I'lu'ii"  Noir  Hill.Cooii  Island  and  Wheeliuu-  Hill.  IJieh  memories  clus- 
ter around  i'\er\'  oiu'  of  these  names,  ami  old  w a ii< i n e rs  and  staii'e 
drivers  dcdiii'lil  to  liui;-er  over  the  scenes  they  hrini;-  to  mind. 

Tlie  roatl  was  justly  renowned  for  the  iiicat  numher  and  e.xeel- 
lenee  of  its  inns  or  tavi'rns.  On  tlie  nnmnlain  division,  wcvy  mile 
had  its  tavei'u.  Wwv  oin'  could  he  seen  ]»erched  on  sonu' eh'vatt'<l 
site,  ni'ar  the  roadside,  and  there  another,  sheltered  l)ehind  a  cliimi) 
of  trees.  man\"  of  them  with  invitiuii'  seats  foi-  idlers,  and  all  with 
(dieerful  fronts  towarij  the  weary  traveler.  The  sii!;u-hoards  were 
elevated  upon  hiLi'h  and  heaxy  ]iosts.  and  their  iiioldeu  letters  wink- 
ini;'  in  the  sun.  o^'led  the  wtiyfarer  from  the  hot  road-hed  and  u'ave 
pi'omise  of  u'ood  (dieer.  while  the  hi<>;  troui;h.  overflowinii'  with  clear, 
fresii  water,  and  the  irrouud  l)elow  it  sprinkled  with  dro]»pinii-s  of 
fraifraiit  pepi>erniint.  lent  a  (diarm  to  the  scene  that  was  well  niii'li  eu- 
(  hantinij;. 

The  i;-reat  majority  of  the  taverns  wei'o  called  wa,i;'oii  stamls.  he- 
cause  their  pati'tuis  wH're  largely  made  U])  of  wan'oners.  and  eacdi  ])ro- 
vi(h'([  with  ^'rounds  called  the  wa^'on-yaril.  w  hereon  teams  wert'  driven 
to  feed,  and  rest  over  night.  The  very  hest  of  entertainment  was 
fni'nished  at  these  wau;on  statids.  The  taverns  wliereat  sta<i'e  horses 
were  ke])t  and  e.\(diani;-e<|.  and  staii'e  passeua;ers  took  meals,  wi-re 
called  --staii;!'  houses,'"  located  at  intervals  of  ahout  twelve  miles,  as 
iK'arly  as  ])racticahle. 

The  heer  of  the  present  day  was  uidiuown.  or  if  known,  unused 
on  the  Xational  IJoad  duririi!;  the  era  of  its  ])ros])ei'ity.  Ale  was  iise<l 
in  limited  quantities,  hut  was  not  a  favorite  driid<.  Whisky  was  the 
leading'  heveraii'e.  and  it  was  plentiful  and  (dieap.  The  ])rice  of  a 
drink  of  whisky  was  three  cents,  excejtt  at  the  stage  liouses.  where 
hv  ri'ason  of  an  assumption  of  aristocracy  the  jirice  was  frve  cents. 
The  w  hisk-y  of  that  day  is  said  to  have  hi^en  pure.  an<l  many  ])ersons 
of  umpiestioned  respectahility  attirm  with  mucdi  earnestness  that  it 
never  ]U'oduce<l  delirium  tremens.  The  current  coin  of  the  road  was 
the  liii!:  co|)per  cent  of  United  States  coinaii'c.  tlu'  •tipjtenny  hit." 
S))anish.  of  the  value  of  six  and  one-fourth  cents,  called  for  hrevity  a 
■■fill."  t  he  ••  le\\'.""  Spaidsh.  of  the  valite  of  twelve  and  a  ludf  cents,  the 
([uarter.  the  half  dollar,  and  the  <lollar.  The  .Mexican  and  Spanish 
milled  dollar  wei'e  ofteiier  seen  than  the  United  States  dollar.  The 
silver  fivt'-cent  piece  and  the  dime  of  the  I'niled  States  coinage  were 
seen  occasionally,  hut  not  so  much  used  as  the  -fip"  and  the  ■•li'V\-. 
In  tiuH's  of  stringencv.  the  stage  coin|tanies  issued  scrip  in  denomina- 
tions ran<i"ing  from  t\\v  cents  lo  a  dollar.  whi(di  jiassed  ri-adily  as 
nionew      The   scri|i    was   similar   to    ihc    pusial    eurrency   of  the    war 
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)ierio(l,  lacking  only  in  the  artistic  skill  displayed  in  the  engraving  of 
the  latter.  A  hungry  traveler  could  obtain  a  substantial  meal  at  an 
old  wagon  stand  tavern  for  a  '-leYy,"  and  two  drinks  of  whisky  for  a 
••tippenny  bit."  The  morning  bill  ot  a  wagoner  with  a  six-horse 
team  did  not  exceed  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents,  which  included 
grain  and  hay  for  the  hoi-ses.  meals  for  the  drivei',  and  all  the  drini^s 
he  saw  proper  to  take. 

The  National  Road  is  not  in  a  literal  sense  a  turn])ike.  A  turn- 
])ike,  in  the  original  meaning  of  the  word,  is  a  road  upon  which  pikes 
were  placed  to  turn  travelers  thereon  through  gates,  to  prevent  them 
from  evading  the  payment  of  toll.  Pikes  were  not  used,  or  needed 
DU  the  National  Road.  It  was  always  kept  in  good  condition,  and 
travelers  thereon,  as  a  I'ule,  paid  tlie  required  toll  without  complain- 
ing. At  distances  of  fifteen  miles,  on  the  average,  houses  were  erected 
for  toll  collectors  to  dwell  in,  and  strong  iron  gates,  hung  to  massive 
iron  ])osts,  were  established  to  enforce  the  payment  of  toll  in  eases  of 
necessity.  These  toll  houses  were  of  uniform  size,  angular  and 
I'ound,  west  of  the  mountains  constructed  of  Itrick,  and  through  the 
mountains,  of  stone,  except  the  one  six  miles  west  of  Cumberland, 
which  is  of  brick.  They  are  all  standing  on  their  old  sites  at  this 
date  (1893),  exce])t  the  one  that  stood  near  Mt.  Washington,  and  the 
one  that  stood  near  the  eastern  base  of  }3ig  Savage  Mountain.  At 
the  last  mentioned  point,  the  old  iron  gate  posts  are  still  standing, 
tirmly  rooted  in  their  original  foundations,  and  ])lastered  all  over  with 
advertisenients  of  Frostburg"s  business  houses,  but  the  old  house  and 
the  old  gates  have  gone  out  of  sight  forever. 

It  is  cui'ious  to  note  how  the  word  turn])ike  has  been  ])erverted 
from  its  literal  meaning  by  popular  usage.  The  common  idea  is  that 
a  turnpike  is  a  road  made  of  stone,  and  that  the  use  of  stone  is  that 
alone  which  makes  it  a  turnpike.  The  common  phrase,  "piking  a 
road,"'  conveys  the  idea  of  putting  stones  on  it,  whereas  in  fact,  there 
is  no  connection  between  a  stone  and  a  pike,  and  a  road  might  be  a 
turn])ike  without  a  single  stone  upon  it.  It  is  the  contrivance  to  turn 
travelers  through  gates,  before  mentioned,  that  makes  a  turnpike. 
We  recall  but  one  instance  of  a  refusal  to  pay  toll  foi-  ])assing  over 
the  National  Eoad.  and  that  was  a  remarkable  one.  It  ijrew  out  of  a 
misconception  of  the  scope  of  the  act  of  Congress,  providing  for  the 
exemption  from  toll  of  carriages  convejdng  the  United  States  mails. 
The  National  TJoad  Stage  Company,  commonly  called  the  "Old 
Line,"  of  wliich  Lucius  W.  Stockton  was  the  controlling  spirit,  was  a 
contractor  for  carrying  the  mails,  and  conceived  the  idea  that  by 
placing  a  mail  pouch  in  every  one  of  its  passenger  coaches  it  could 
evade  the  payment  of  toll.  Stage  companies  did  not  pay  toll  to  the 
collectors  at  the  gates,  like  ordinary  travelers,  but  at  stated  periods 
to  the  Road  Commissioner.  At  the  time  referred  to,  William,  Sea- 
right,  father  of  the  writer,  was  the  commissioner  in  charge  of  the 
entire  line  of  the  road  through  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  Avas 
tifty  years  ago.     Upon  ]u*esenting  his  account  to  Mr.  Stockton,  who 
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lived  at  Uniontown,  for  iicuiiinula(i'(l  (oils,  that  <^oiitlt'nian  rofuseil 
payment  on  the  o-ronnd  that  all  his  coaches  carried  the  niail.  and 
were  therefore  I'xenijit  from  toll.  The  commissioner  was  of  o])iiiion 
that  the  act  of  t"oii<ires«  conM  not  lie  Justly  construed  to  cover 
so  broad  a  claim,  and  notifietl  Mr.  Stockton  that  if  the  toll  was  not 
)»ald  the  i^ates  would  hi'  closed  against  his  coaches.  Mv.  Stockton 
was  a  resolute  as  well  as  :in  enterprismi;;  man,  and  pei'sisted  in  his 
position.  whei'eu])ou  an  order  was  ^iven  to  close  the  i>;ates  ay'ainst 
tiie  ])assai;"e  ot"  his  coaches  until  the  len'al  toll  was  ])aiil.  The  writei" 
•was  present.  thoui!;h  a  I)oy.  at  an  execution  of  this  order  al  the  p\te 
five  miles  west  of  Uniontown.  Jl  was  in  the  morni]ig-.  The  coaches 
came  aloni^-  at  the  usual  time  and  the  gates  were  securely  closed 
an"ainst  them.  The  commissioner  superintended  the  act  in  ]»er.son. 
and  a  large  number  of  ])eo])le  from  the  neighborhood  attended  to 
witness  tlie  scene,  anticipating  tumult  and  violence,  as  to  which  they 
were  liappily  disappointed.  The  drivers  accepted  the  situation  with 
good  imture.  but  the  ])assengers,  im])atient  to  jn-oceed',  aftei*  h-arning 
the  cause  of  the  halt,  paid  the  toll,  whereupon  the  gates  were  thrown 
open,  and  the  coaches  sped  on.  For  a  considerable  time  after  this 
occurrence  an  agent  was  phice<l  on  the  coaches  to  pay  the  toll  at  the 
gates.  !Mr.  Stockton  instituted  |)rosecutions  against  the  commissioner 
for  obstructing  the  passage  of  the  United  States  mails,  which  were 
not  pressed  to  trial,  but  the  main  contention  was  cai-ried  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  for  adjudication  on  a  case  stated, 
and  Mr.  Stockton's  broad  claim  was  deiiieil.  the  court  of  last  I'esort 
holding  that  •■  the  exemption  from  tolls  did  not  apply  to  an}' other 
property  (than  the  mails)  conveyed  in  the  same  vehicle,  nor  to  any 
l)ersons  traveling  in  it,  unless  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates  and  passing  along  the  road  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the 
proper  authority;  and  I'ui'thei-,  that  the  exem]>tion  could  not  lie 
claimed  for  more  carriages  than  were  necessary  for  the  safe,  speedy 
and  convenient  conveyance  of  the  mail."  This  case  is  reported  in  full 
in  8d  Howard  U.  S.  Reports,  page  151  cf  $eq..  including  the  full  text  of 
Chief  Justice  Taney's  o))inion,  and  elaborate  dissenting  ojiinions  liy 
Justices  McClean  and  Daniel.  The  attorne3'8  for  the  road  in  this 
controversy  Avere  Hon.  Eol)ei-t  P.  Flennikcn  and  Hon.  James  Yeech 
of  Uniontown,  and  Hon.  Kobert  J.  Walker  of  j\Iississippi.  who  was 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  cabinet  of  President  Polk.  After 
this  decision,  and  by  reason  of  it.  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
enacted  the  law  of  A]tril  11th.  liS-io,  .still  in  force,  authorizing  the 
collection  of  tolls  from  passi-ngers  traveling  in  coaehes  which  at  the 
'same  time  carried  the  nuiil. 
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Oriijlii  of  the  Fund  for  Making  the  Road. — Ads  fur  tlie  Admis-non  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
JUiitoix  and  Missouri. — Report  of  a  Committee  of  Congress  as  to  the  Manner  of 
Aj)pl>/ing  the  Ohio  Fund  —  Distances  from  Important  Eastern  Cities  to  the  Ohio 
Ricer — The  Richmond  Route  Postpmied — The  Spirit  and  Fersererance  of 
Pennsylvania  —  Maryland,  "My  Maryland,"  not  behind  Pennsylvania  — 
Wheeling  the  Objective  Point — Brownsville  a  Prominent  Point  —  Rirers  tend 
to  Union,  Mountains  to  Disunion. 

Act  of  April  30,  1802,  for  the  admission  of  Ohio,  provides  that 
one-twenlietli  part  of  the  not  proceeds  of  the  lands  lyini;;  witliin  the 
said  State  sold  by  Congress,  from  and  after  the  30th  of  June  next, 
after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall  be  applied  to 
laying  out  and  making  public  roads  leading  from  navigal)le  waters 
emptying  into  the  Atlantic  to  the  Ohio,  to  the  said  State  and  througli 
the  same,  such  roads  to  he  laid  out  under  the  authorit}-  of  Congress, 
with  the  consent  of  the  several  States  through  which  the  road  shall 
pass. 

Act  of  April  19,  1816,  for  the  admission  of  Indiana,  provides  that 
five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  lands  laying  within  the  said  ter- 
ritory, and  Avhich  shall  be  sold  by  Congress  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  December  next,  after  deducting  all  ex]ienses  incident  to  the 
same,  shall  he  reserved  for  making  public  roads  and  canals,  of  which 
three-fifths  shall  be  applied  to  those  objects  within  the  said  State 
under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  and  two-fifths  to  the 
making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  the  said  State  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Congress. 

Act  of  April  18,  1818,  for  the  admission  of  Illinois,  ])rovides  that 
five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  Avitliin  the  said 
State,  and  which  shall  be  sold  by  CongTess  from  and  after  the  first  da}- 
of  January,  1819,  after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same, 
shall  be  reserved  for  the  purposes  following,  viz :  Two-fifths  to  be 
disbursed  under  the  direction  of  Congress  in  making  roads  leading  to 
the  State,  the  residue  to  be  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  of  which  one-sixth  part  shall 
be  exclusively  bestowed  on  a  college  or  university. 

Act  of  March  6,  1820,  admitting  Missouri,  provides  that  five  ])ei' 
cent,  of  the  net  ])roceeds  of  the  sale  of  lands  lying  within  the  said 
Territory  or  State,  and  Avhich  shall  be  sold  by  Congress  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  after  deducting  all  expenses  inci- 
dent to  the  same,  shall  be  reserved  for  making  public  roads  and 
canals,  of  Avliich  three-fifths  shall  be  a]iplied  to  those  objects  within 
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tho  State  umlei-  the  diivction  of  tho  Legislature  thereof,  and  the  other 
two-tifths  in  defraying-,  under  the  direction  of  Congress,  the  expenses 
to  be  incurred  in  making  a  road  or  roads,  canal  or  canals,  leading  to 
the  said  State. 

No.  195. 

NINTH  CONGEESS  — FIEST  SESSION. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
Communicated  to  the  Senate  December  19,  1805. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  exam- 
ination of  the  act  entitled,  -An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  east- 
ern divii^ion  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  form  a 
Constitution  and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and 
for  other  ])urposes;"  and  to  report  the  manner  in  which,  in  their 
o]»inion.  the  money  appropriated  by  said  act  ought  to'  be  applied, 
made  the  tblloAving  report : 

That,  upon  examination  of  the  act  aforesaid,  they  find  •■the  one- 
twentieth  ])art,  or  five  per  cent.,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying 
within  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  sold  by  Congress  from  and  after  the 
3(tth  day  of  June,  18U2,  is  a])])ropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  mak- 
ing ])ublic  roads  leading  from  the  navigable  waters  emptying  into  the 
Atlantic  to  the  river  Ohio,  to  said  State,  and  through  the  same;  such 
roads  to  belaid  out  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  with  the  consent 
of  the  several  States  through  which  the  road  shall  pass."' 

They  find  that  by  a  subsequent  law,  passed  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1803,  Congress  appropriated  three  per  cent,  of  tlie  said  five 
])er  cent,  to  laying  out  and  making  roads  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
leaving  two  per  cent,  of  the  a])])ropriation  contained  in  the  first  men- 
tioned law  unexpended,  which  now  remains  for  ^'the  laying  out  and 
malting  roads  from  the  navigable  waters  emptying  into  the  Atlantic  to  the 
rirer  Ohio,  to  said  >State.'' 

They  find  that  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  in  llie  State  of 
Ohio, 

From  1st  July,  1802,  to  June  30,  1808,  both  inclusive,  were S124,400  92 

From  1st  Julv,  1S03,  to  June  30,  1804 17(5,203  35 

From  1st  July,  1804,  to  June  30,  1805 2G(i,000  00 

From  1st  July,  1805,  to  Sept.  30, 1805  6(5,000  00 

Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to $632,604  27 

Two  per  cent,  on  which  sum  amounls  to  S12,G52.  Twelve  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fitly-two  dollars  were,  therefore,  on  the  1st  day 
of  October  last,  subject  to  the  uses  directed  bv  hnv,  as  mentioned  in 
this  report;  and  it  will  l»e  discerned  that  the  fund  is  constantly  accu- 
mulating, and  will.  ]»r()li;il)ly.  Iiy  the  time  regular  preparations  can  be 
made  for  its  expenditure,  amount  to  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars.    The  committee  have  examined,  as  far  as  their  limited  time  and 
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the  scanty  sources  of  facts  Avithiii  their  reach  would  permit,  the  vari- 
ous routes  Avhich  have  been  contemplated  for  laying  out  roads  pursu- 
ant to  the  provisions  of  the  act  first  mentioned  in  this  report. 

They  find  that  the  distance  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  is  314 
miles  by  the  usual  route,  and  on  a  straight  line  about  270. 

From  Philadelphia  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  river  Ohio,  con- 
tiguous to  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  is  probably  between  Steubenville 
and  the  mouth  of  Grave  creek,  the  distance  by  the  usual  route  is  360 
miles,  and  on  a  straight  line  about  308. 

From  Baltimore  to  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  same  points,  and 
by  the  usual  route,  is  275  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line  224. 

From  this  city  ( Washington)  to  the  same  points  on  the  river 
Ohio,  the  distance  is  nearly  the  same  as  from  Baltimore ;  probably 
the  difference  is  not  a  plurality  of  miles. 

From  Eichmond,  in  Virginia,  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  river 
Ohio,  the  distance  by  the  usual  route  is  377  miles ;  but  new  roads  are 
opening  which  will  shorten  the  distance  fifty  or  sixty  miles;  247 
miles  of  the  contemplated  road,  from  liichmond  northwesterly,  will 
be  as  good  as  the  roads  usually  are  in  that  country,  but  the  remain- 
ing seventy  or  eighty  miles  are  bad,  for  the  present,  and  probably 
will  remain  so  for  a  length  of  time,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  existing 
inducement  for  the  State  of  Virginia  to  incur  the  expense  of  making 
that  part  of  the  road  passable. 

From  Baltimore  to  the  Monongahela  river,  where  the  route  from 
Baltimore  to  the  Ohio  river  will  intersect  it,  the  distance  as  usually 
traveled  is  218  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line  about  184.  From  this 
point,  which  is  at  or  near  Brownsville,  boats  can  pass  down,  with 
great  facility,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  during  a  number  of  months  in 
every  j^ear. 

The  above  distances  are  not  all  stated  from  aetual  mensuration, 
but  it  is  believed  they  are  sufficiently  correct  for  the  present  purpose. 

The  committee  have  not  examined  any  routes  northward  of  that 
leading  from  Philadelphia  to  the  river  Ohio,  nor  southward  of  that 
leading  from  Richmond,  because  they  sup])ose  the  roads  to  be  laid  out 
must  strike  the  river  Ohio  on  some  point  coiitiguous  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  words  of  the  law  making  the  appro])ria- 
tion  ;  the  words  are  :  "  Leading  from  the  navigable  waters  emptying 
into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  river  Ohio,  to  the  said  State,  and  through  the 
same." 

The  mercantile  intercourse  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio  with  those  of 
the  Atlantic  States  is  chiefly  in  Philadel]>hia  and  Baltimore;  not  very 
extensive  in  the  towns  on  the  Potomac,  Avithin  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia, and  still  less  with  Richmond,  in  Virginia.  At  present,  the 
greatest  portion  of  their  trade  is  with  Philadel])hia;  but  it  is  believc'il 
their  trade  is  rapidly  increasing  Avith  Baltimore,  owing  to  the  difier- 
ence  of  distance  in  favor  of  Baltimore,  and  to  the  advantage  of  boat- 
ing down  the  Monongahela  river,  from  the  point  Avhere  the  road 
strikes  it,  about  70  miles  bv  water,  and  50  bv  land,  above  Pittsbura;. 
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The  sum  appropriated  tor  hiyin<:;  out  and  making  roads  is  so 
small  that  the  committee  have  thought  it  most  expedient  to  direct  an 
expenditure  to  one  route  only.  They  have  therefore  endeavored  to 
fix  on  that  which,  for  the  present,  will  be  most  accommodating  to 
the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ohio;  leaving  to  the  future  benevolence 
and  policy  of  congress,  an  extension  of  their  ojierations  on  tins  or 
other  routes,  and  an  increase  of  the  requisite  fund,  as  the  discover- 
ies of  experience  may  point  out  their  expediency  and  necessity. 
The  committee  being  fully  convinced  that  a  wise  government  can 
never  lose  sight  of  an  object  so  important  as  that  of  connecting  a 
numerous  and  rapidly  increasing  population,  spread  upon  a  fertile  and 
extensive  territory,  with  the  Atlantic  States,  now  separated  from  them 
by  mountains,  which,  by  industry  and  an  expense  moderate  in  com- 
parison with  the  advantages,  can  be  rendered  passable. 

The  route  from  Eichmond  must  necessarily  approach  the  State  of 
Ohio  in  a  part  thinly  inhabited,  and  which,  from  the  nature  of  the 
soil  and  other  circumstances,  must  remain  so,  at  least  for  a  considera- 
ble time;  and.  from  the  hilly  and  rough  condition  of  the  country,  no 
roads  are  or  can  be  convenientlj'  nuu.le,  leading  to  the  principal  pop- 
ulation of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

These  considerations  have  induced  the  committee  to  postpone, 
for  the  present,  any  further  consideration  of  that  route. 

The  s])irit  and  perseverance  of  Pennsylvania  are  such,  in  the 
matter  of  i-oad  making,  that  no  doubt  can  remain  but  they  will,  in  a 
little  time,  com])lete  a  road  from  Philadel]ihia  to  Pittsburg,  as  good  as 
the  nature  of  the  ground  will  permit.  They  are  so  pai'ticularly  in- 
terested to  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  their  trading  capital. 
Philadel]ihia.  not  oidy  to  Pittsburg,  but  also  to  the  extensive  country 
Avithin  that  State,  on  the  western  waters,  that  the}'  Avill,  of  course, 
surmount  the  ditticulties  ])resented  by  the  Allegheny  mountain,  Ches- 
nut  Ridge  and  Tvaurel  Hill,  the  three  great  and  almost  exclusive  im- 
])ediments  which  now  exist  on  that  route. 

The  State  ot  Maryland.  Avith  no  less  spirit  and  perseverance,  air 
engaged  in  making  roads  from  Baltimore  and  trom  the  Avestern  1»oun- 
dary  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  thi-ough  FredericktoAvn,  (o  AVil- 
liamsport.  Were  the  Govcrnnu-nt  of  the  United  States  to  direct  the 
ex]ienditui'e  ot  the  fund  in  contemplation  upon  either  of  these  routes, 
for  the  ])rescnt.  in  Pennsylvania  or  ]\Iaryland,  it  Avould,  ])robal)ly,  so 
far  interfere  Avith  the  operations  of  the  res])ective  States,  as  to  pro- 
duce mischief  instead  of  I)enefit;  especially  as  the  sum  to  be  laid  (mt 
by  the  United  State's  is  too  inconsiderable,  alone,  to  effect  objccls  oi" 
such  magnitude.  J^ut  as  the  State  of  ^Maryland  have  no  ])ai'ticular 
interest  to  extend  Ibeii-  road  across  the  mountains  (and  if  they  hail  il 
would  l>r  impract  icalile.  Iiecause  the  State  docs  not  cNtciid  so  tar),  the 
cominiiici'  lia\c  llioiight  it  expedient  to  rccomnuMid  the  laying  out  and 
making  a  road  from  C'und)t'rland.  on  the  nortlu'riy  bank  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  within  the  State  of  .Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  at  the  most 
convenient  ])lacc    lietwccu  a  point  <ni  the   easterly  bank  of  said  river. 
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o])})()site  to  Steubenville,  and  the  mouth  of  Grave  creek,  which  emp- 
ties into  said  river  Ohio  a  little  below  Wheeling,  in  Yii-ginia.  This 
route  will  meet  and  accommodate  the  roads  leading  from  Baltimore 
and  the  District  of  C'oluml)ia;  it  will  cross  the  Monongahela  river,  at 
or  near  Bi'ownsville,  sometimes  called  Kedstone.  where  the  advantage 
of  boating  can  be  taken;  and  from  the  point  where  it  will  pi'obably 
intersect  the  river  Ohio,  there  are  now  roads,  or  they  can  easily  be 
made  over  feasible  and  proper  ground,  to  and  through  the  principal 
po])ulation  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Cumberland  is  situated  at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Allegheny 
mountains,  about  eighty  miles  from  Williamsport,  by  the  usual  route, 
which  is  circuitous,  o^ving  to  a  large  bend  in  the  river  Potomac,  on 
the  bank  of  which  the  road  now  runs,  the  distance  on  a  straight  line 
is  not  more  than  tifty  or  tifty-tive  miles,  and  over  tolerable  ground  for 
a  road,  which  will  probably  be  opened  by  the  State  of  Maryland, 
should  the  route  be  established  over  the  mountains,  as  contemplated 
by  this  report. 

From  Cumberland  to  the  western  extremity  of  Laurel  Hill,  by 
the  route  now  travelled,  the  distance  is  sixty-six  miles,  and  on  a  straight 
line  about  fifty-tive  ;  on  this  part  of  the  route,  the  committee  suppose 
the  first  and  very  considerable  expenditures  are  specially  necessary. 
From  Laurel  Hill  to  the  Ohio  river,  by  the  usual  route,  is  about 
seventy  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line  fifty-four  or  five ;  the  road  is 
tolerable,  though  capable  of  amelioration. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  principles  arising  from  the  foregoing 
facts,  the  committee  present  herewith  a  bill  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate.  They  suppose  that  to  take  the  proper  measures  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  section  of  the  law  respecting  a  road  or  roads  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  Congress  by  the  law  itself,  and 
that  a  sense  of  duty  will  always  be  sufficient  to  insure  the  passage  of 
the  bill  now  offered  to  the  Senate.  To  enlarge  upon  the  highly  im- 
portant considerations  of  cementing  the  union  of  our  citizens  located 
on  the  Western  waters  with  those  of  the  Atlantic  States,  would  be  an 
indelicacy  offered  to  the  undei'standings  of  the  body  to  whom  this  re- 
])ort  is  addressed,  as  it  might  seem  to  distrust  them.  But  from  the 
interesting  nature  of  the  subject,  the  committee  are  induced  to  ask 
the  indulgence  of  a  single  observation:  Politicians  have  generally 
agreed  that  rivers  unite  the  interests  and  promote  the  friendship  of 
those  who  inhabit  their  banks ;  while  mountains,  on  the  contrary, 
tend  to  the  disunion  and  estrangement  of  those  who  are  separated  by 
their  intervention.  In  the  present  case,  to  make  the  crooked  ways 
straight,  and  the  rough  wnys  smooth  will,  in  effect,  remove  the  inter- 
vening mountains,  and  by  facilitating  the  intercourse  of  our  Western 
In-ethren  with  those  on  the  Atlantic,  substantially  unite  them  in  in- 
terest, which,  the  committee  believe,  is  the  most  eifectual  cement  of 
union  applicable  to  the  human  race. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 
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The  Act  of  Congress  Aitfhorizing  the  Laying  Out  and  Making  of  the  Road. 

An  Act  to  Rej^ulate  the  I;aying  Out  and  Making  a  Road  from  Cumberland,  in 
the  State  of  .Maryhuid,  to  tlie  State  of  OhTo. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and 
Avith  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  three  di.screet  and  disin- 
terested citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lay  out  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, or  a  point  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  Potomac,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  between  Cumberland  and  the  ])lace  where  the 
main  road  leading  from  (rwynn's  to  Winchester,  in  Virginia,  crosses 
the  river,  to  the  State  of  Ohio  ;  whose  duty  it  shall  be.  as  soon  as  may 
be,  after  their  appointment,  to  repair  to  Cumberland  aforesaid,  and 
view  the  ground,  from  the  ])oints  on  the  river  Potomac  hereinbefore 
designated,  to  the  river  Ohio  ;  and  to  lay  out  in  such  direction  as  they 
shall  judge,  under  all  circumstances  the  most  proper,  a  road  from 
thence  to  the  river  Ohio,  to  strike  the  same  at  the  most  convenient 
])lace.  between  a  point  on  its  eastern  bank,  opposite  the  northern 
boundary  of  Steubenville,  in  said  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  mouth  of 
Cirave  creek,  which  empties  into  the  said  river  a  little  below  Wheeling, 
in  Virginia. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  if  further  enacted.  That  the  afoi-esaid  road  shall 
be  hiid  out  four  rods  in  width,  and  designated  on  each  side  by  a  ]ilain 
and  distinguishable  mark  on  a  tree,  or  by  the  erection  of  a  stake  or 
monument  sufficiently  consjticuons,  in  every  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
distance  at  least,  where  the  road  pursues  a  straight  course  so  far  or 
fai'ther.  and  on  each  side,  at  eveiy  point  where  an  angle  occurs  in  its 
cdui'se. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commissioners  shall, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  after  they  have  laid  out  said  road,  as  aforesaid, 
pi'e.sent  to  the  President  an  accui-ale  plan  of  the  same,  with  its  several 
courses  and  distances,  accompanied  by  a  written  iv]tort  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, desci'ibing  the  marks  and  monuments  by  which  the  road  is 
designated,  and  the  face  of  the  country  over  which  it  passes,  and 
pointing  out  the  particular  ])arts  which  they  shall  judge  require  the 
most  and  immediate  attention  and  amelioration,  and  the  probable  ex- 
pense of  making  the  same  ])assable  in  the  most  difficult  parts.  an<l 
through  the  whole  distance;  designating  the  State  or  States  through 
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which  said  road  has  been  laid  out,  and  the  length  of  the  several  parts 
which  are  laid  out  on  new  ground,  as  well  as  the  length  of  those  parts 
laid  out  on  the  road  now  traveled.  Which  report  the  President  is 
hereb}'  authorized  to  accept  or  reject,  in  the  whole  or  in  part.  If  he 
accepts,  he  is  hereby  further  authorized  and  requested  to  jyursue  such 
measures,  as  in  his  opinion  shall  be  proper,  to  obtain  consent  for 
making  the  road,  of  the  State  or  States  through  which  the  same  has 
been  laid  out.  Which  consent  being  obtained,  he  is  further  author- 
ized to  take  prompt  and  effectual  measures  to  cause  said  road  to  be 
made  through  the  whole  distance,  or  in  any  part  or  parts  of  the  same 
as  he  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  the  public  good,  having  reference 
to  the  sum  appropriated  foi;  the  purpose. 

Sec.  4  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  parts  of  the  road 
which  the  President  shall  direct  to  be  made,  in  case  the  trees  are  stand- 
ing, shall  be  cleared  the  whole  width  of  four  rods ;  and  the  road  shall  be 
raised  in  the  middle  of  the  carriageway  with  stone,  earth,  or  gravel 
and  sand,  or  a  combination  of  some  or  all  of  them,  leaving  or  mak- 
ing, as  the  case  may  be,  a  ditch  or  water  course  on  each  side  and 
contiguous  to  said  carriageway,  and  in  no  instance  shall  there  be  an 
elevation  in  said  road,w^hen  finished,  greater  than  an  angle  of  five 
degrees  with  the  horizon.  But  the  manner  of  making  said  road,  in 
every  other  particular,  is  left  to  the  direction  of  the  President. 

Sec.  5.  And,  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  Commissioners 
shall  each  receive  four  dollars  per  day,  while  employed  as  aforesaid, 
in  full  for  their  compensation,  including  all  expenses.  And  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  employ  one  survej'or,  two  chainmen  and  one 
marker,  for  whose  faithfulness  and  accuracy  they,  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, shall  be  responsible,  to  attend  them  in  laying  out  said  road, 
Avho  shall  receive  in  full  satisfaction  for  their  wages,  including  all 
expenses,  the  surveyor  three  dollars  per  day,  and  each  chainnuin  and 
the  marker  one  dollar  per  day,  while  they  shall  be  employed  in  said 
business,  of  which  fact  a  certificate  signed  by  said  commissioners  shall 
be  deemed  sufficient  evidence. 

Sec.  G.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  thirty  thous- 
and dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  defray  the 
expense  of  laying  out  and  making  said  I'oad.  And  the  President  is 
hereby  authorized  to  draAV,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  treasury  for 
such  parts,  or  at  any  one  time,  foi*  the  whole  of  said  sum,  as  he  shall 
judge  the  service  requires.  Which  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars 
shall  be  paid,  first,  out  of  the  fund  of  two  per  cent,  reserved  for  lay- 
ing out  and  making  roads  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the 
seventh  section  of  an  act  ])assed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Api-il.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  entitled,  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  ami  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  and  for  other  purposes."  Three  per  cent,  of  the  ap- 
propriation contained  in  said  seventh  section  being  directed  by  a  sul)- 
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se(|uent  law  to  the  laying  out,  opening  and  making  roads  icithin  the 
said  State  of  Ohio:  and  secondly,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  a])propriate(l.  eliargealile  upon,  and  reimbursable  at  the 
treasury  by  said  fund  of  two  per  cent,  as  the  same  shall  accrue. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  requested,  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  as  soon  as 
convenience  will  permit,  after  the  commencement  of  each  session,  a 
statement  of  the  proceedings  under  this  act,  that  Congress  may  be 
enabled  to  adopt  such  further  measures  as  may  from  time  to  lime  be 
proper  under  existing  circumstances. 

Approved,  March  29,  1806.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 


United  States  of  America,  | 

Department  of  State.  \ 

To  all  to  whom  these  'presents  shall  come.  Greeting : 

I  certify  that  hereto  annexed  is  a  true  copy  of  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  29.  1806.  the  original  of  which  is  on  file  in 
this  Department,  entitled:  "An  Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and 
making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio."' 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  James  G.  Blaine,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  Department  of  Slate  to  be  aflfixed. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this  seventh  day  of  March. 
A.  D.  1891,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteenth. 

JAMES   G.  BLAIXE. 


CHAPTER   IV. 


Special  Message  of  President  Jefferson — Communicating  to  Congress  the  First  Report  of 
the  Commissio7i€.rs  —  They  Vieiv  the  Whole  Ground — Solicitude  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants— Points  Considered — Cumberland  the  First  Point  Located  —  Uniontown 
Left  Out  — Improvement  of  the  Youghiogheny  — Distances —  ConneUsviUe  a  Prom- 
ising Toivn  —  "A  Well  Formed,  Stone  Capped  Road  —  Estimated  Cost,  $6,000 
per  Mile,  exclusive  of  Bridges. 

No.  220. 

NINTH  CONGRESS  — SECOND  SESSION. 

January  31,  1807. 

To  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled, 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  (^f  Ohio,"  I  appointed 
Thomas  Moore,  of  Maryland,  Joseph  Kerr,  of  Ohio,  and  Eli  Williams, 
of  Maryland,  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  said  road,  and  to  perform 
the  other  duties  assigned  to  them  by  the  act.  The  progress  which 
they  made  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  during  the  last  sea.son,  will 
a})]jear  in  their  report  now  communicated  to  Congress;  on  the  receij)! 
of  it,  I  took  measures  to  obtain  consent  for  making  the  road  of  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  through  Avhich  the 
commissioners  ])ropose  to  lay  it  out.  I  have  received  acts  of  the  Leg- 
islatures of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  giving  the  consent  desired;  that 
of  Pennsylvania  has  the  subject  still  iinder  consideration,  as  is  sup- 
posed. Until  I  receive  full  consent  to  a  free  choice  of  route  through 
the  whole  distance,  I  have  thought  it  safest  neither  to  accept  nor  re- 
ject, Jfinally,  the  partial  report  of  the*  commissioners. 

Some  matters  suggested  in  the  report  belong  exclusively  to  the 
legislature. 

TH.  JEFFEESON. 


The  commissioners,  acting  by  appointment  under  the  law  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  beg 
leave  to  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  premise 
that  the  duties  imposed  by  the  law  became  a  work  of  greater  magni- 
tude, and  a  task  much  more  arduous,  than  was  conceived  belore  en- 
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terins  upon  it:  from  which  eireuni>;tance  the  commissionei's  did  not 
allow  themselves  sufficient  time  for  the  ]>erformanee  of  it  hefoiv  the 
severity  of  the  weather  ohliiied  them  to  retire  from  it.  which  was  the 
case  in  the  first  week  of  the  ]>resent  month  (December).  That,  not 
having  fully  acconii»lished  their  work,  they  are  unable  fully  to  report 
a  discharire  of  all  the  duties  enjoined  by  the  law:  but  as  the  ntost 
material  and  pi'incipal  |>art  has  been  jierformed.  and  as  a  communica- 
tion of  the  proijress  already  made  may  be  u.*:eful  and  proper,  durinii; 
the  present  session  of  Conirress.  and  of  the  Legislatures  of  those  States 
through  which  the  route  ]»asses.  the  commissioners  ivspectfully  state 
that  at  a  very  early  pei'iod  it  was  conceive<l  that  the  nui]»s  of  the 
country  were  not  sufficiently  accurate  to  afford  a  minute  knowledge 
of  the  true  eourse.s  between  the  extreme  point.s  on  the  rivers,  by  which 
the  researches  of  the  commissioners  were  to  be  governed:  a  survey 
for  that  pur]»ose  l»ecame  indispensable,  and  considerations  of  public 
economy  suggested  the  propriety  of  making  this  survey  ])recede  the 
pei-sonal  attendance  of  the  commissioners. 

Josias  Thompson,  a  surveyor  of  professional  luerit.  was  taken 
into  sei'vice  and  authori/A-d  to  em]»loy  two  chain  carriers  and  a  nuirker. 
as  well  as  one  vaneman.  and  a  packhorse  man  and  horse,  on  public 
account:  the  latter  being  indisjiensable  and  really  beneficial  in  excel- 
erating  the  work.  The  surveyors'  instructions  are  contained  in  doc- 
ument Xo.  1.  accompanying  this  rejiort. 

Calculating  on  a  reasonable  time  for  the  performance  of  the  in- 
structions to  the  surveyor,  the  commissioners,  by  correspondence, 
tixed  on  the  first  day  of  Se])tember  last,  for  their  meeting  at  Cumber- 
land to  proceed  in  the  work:  neither  of  them,  however.  reaclKnl  that 
]dace  until  the  third  of  that  month,  on  which  day  tliey  all  met. 

The  surveyor  having,  tinder  his  instructions,  laitl  down  a  plat  of 
his  work,  showing  the  meanders  of  the  Potomac  and  Ohio  rivers, 
within  the  limits  ])rescril»ed  for  the  commissioners,  as  also  the  road 
between  those  rivers,  which  is  commonly  traveled  from  Cumberland 
to  Charleston,  in  part  calle<l  BraiMocks  road:  and  the  same  being 
produced  to  the  commissioners,  whereby  straight  lines  and  their  true 
courses  were  shown  between  the  extreme  points  on  each  river,  and 
the  boundaries  which  limit  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  being 
tliereby  ascertained,  serving  as  a  liasis  whereon  t<»  ]U-oceed  in  the  ex- 
amination of  the  grounds  and  face  of  the  ctmntry:  the  commissioners 
thus  prepared  commenced  the  business  of  ex])loring:  and  in  this  it 
was  considered  that  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  discretiomirv  powers 
vested  Ity  the  law  made  it  necessary  to  view  the  whole  to  be  able  to 
judge  of  a  jireference  due  to  any  part  of  the  grounds,  which  imposed 
a  task  of  examining  a  space  comprehemling  upwards  of  two  thousand 
square  miles;  a  task  rendered  still  more  incumbent  b^'  the  solicitude 
and  importunities  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  part  of  the  district. 
Avho  severally  conceived  their  grouiuls  entitled  to  a  preference.  It 
becoming  necessary,  in  the  interim,  to  run  various  lines  of  experi- 
ment   for   ascertaining   the   geograjihical    position  of  several  points 
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entitled  to  attention,  and  the  service  suffering  great  delay  for  want  of 
another  surveyor,  it  was  thought  consistent  with  the  public  interest 
to  eraplo}^,  in  that  capacity,  Arthur  Eider,  the  vanenum,  Avho  had 
been  chosen  with  qualification  to  meet  such  an  emergency  ;  and  whose 
service  as  vaneman  could  then  be  dispensed  with.  He  commenced,  as 
surveyor,  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  and  continued  so  at  field 
work  until  the  first  day  of  December,  when  he  was  retained  as  a 
necessary  assistant  to  the  pinncipal  surveyor,  in  copying  field  notes 
and  liastening  the  draught  of  the  Avork  to  be  reported. 

The  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  are  specially  detailed  in 
their  general  journal,  compiled  from  the  daily  journal  of  each  com- 
missioner, to  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer,  under  mark  No.  2. 

After  a  careful  and  critical  examination  of  all  the  grounds  with- 
in the  limits  prescribed,  as  avcU  as  the  grounds  and  ways  out  from  the 
Ohio  westwardly,  at  several  points,  and  examining  the  shoal  parts  of 
the  Ohio  river  as  detailed  in  the  table  of  soundings,  stated  in  their  jour- 
nal, and  after  gaining  all  the  information,  geographical,  general  and 
s])ecial,  possible  and  necessary,  toward  a  judicial  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties assigned  them,  the  commissioners  repaired  to  Cumberland  to  ex- 
amine and  compare  their  notes  and  journals,  and  determine  upon  the 
direction  and  location  of  their  route. 

In  this  consultation  the  governing  objects  were: 

1st.  Shortness  of  distance  betAveen  navigable  points  on  the 
eastern  and  Avestern  waters. 

2d.  A  point. on  the  Monongahela  best  calculated  to  equalize  the 
advantages  of  this  portage  in  the  country  Avithin  reach  of  it. 

3d.  A  point  on  the  Ohio  river  most  capable  of  combining  cer- 
tainty of  naA'igation  Avith  road  accommodation;  embracing,  in  this 
estimate,  remote  points  AvestAvardly,  as  Avell  as  present  and  probable 
])opulation  on  the  north  and  south. 

4th.     Best  mode  of  diffusing  benefits  Avith  least  distance  of  road. 

In  contemplating  these  objects,  due  attention  was  paid  as  Avell  to 
the  comparatiA'C  merits  of  toAvns,  establishments,  and  settlements  al- 
ready }nade,  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  country  Avith  the  present  and 
proljable  population . 

In  the  course  of  arrangement,  and  in  its  order,  the  first  point 
located  for  the  route  Avas  determined  and  fixed  at  Cumberland,  a  de- 
cision founded  on  propriety,  and  in  some  measure  on  necessity,  from 
the  circumstance  of  a  high  and  difficult  mountain,  called  Nobley,  lay- 
ing and  confining  the  east  margin  of  the  Potomac  so  as  to  render  it 
impossible  of  access  on  that  side  Avithout  immense  expense,  at  any 
]:)oint  betAveen  Cumberland  and  Avhere  the  road  from  Winchester  to 
OrAvynn's  crosses,  and  even  there  the  Nobley  mountain  is  crossed  with 
much  difficulty  and  hazard.  And  this  upper  point  Avas  taxed  Avith 
another  formidable  objection  ;  it  Avas  found  that  a  high  range  of  moun- 
tains, called  Dan's,  stretching  across  from  Gwynn's  to  the  Potomac, 
above  this  point,  precluded  the  opportunity  of  extending  a  route  from 
this  point  in  a  proper  direction,  and  left  no  alternatiA^e  but  passing  by 
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(l\\ yiiii"s;  the  (lisiaiicr  iVom  Cumberland  to  Gwyiiu's  being  iiiiwanl 
ol"  a  mile  less  than  iVoni  the  upper  point,  whieh  lies  ten  miles  by  watt-r 
abovi-  Cuml)erlan(l.  the  eommissioners  were  not  permitted  to  hesitate 
ill  i»i-i'tei-rinn-  a  point  whieh  shortens  the  portage,  as  well  as  the  Poto- 
iiKi"'  navigation. 

The  ]»oint  on  the  l^>tomae  being  viewed  as  a  great  repository  of 
jiroihice.  whi(d»  a  good  road  will  bring  from  the  west  of  Laurel  ilill. 
and  tile  ail\antages  whieh  C'nml)erland.  as  a  town,  has  in  that  respeet 
over  an  nniin]irovtMl  plaee,  are  additional  considerations  operating 
fori-ibly  in  favor  of  the  ]»laee  preferred. 

Jn  extending  the  route  from  Cunilierland.  a  trijjle  range  of  nioun- 
laiiis.  stretching  across  fnnii  .ieiiings'  lam  in  measure  with  Gwynu's. 
left  only  the  alieniative  of  laying  liie  road  n|i  Will's  creek  for  three 
miles,  nearly  at  right  angles  with  ili<'  true  course,  and  then  by  way  of 
.lenings"  run.  or  (.'xtendiiig  it  over  a  break  in  the  smallest  mountain. 
Oil  a  better  course  by  (Jwynifs.  to  the  toj)  of  Savage  mouidain;  the 
lattei-  was  adopted,  being  the  shortest,  and  will  be  less 'expensive  in 
hill-side  digging  over  a  slo])ed  route^  than  the  former,  requiring  one 
bridge  over  Will's  creek  ami  several  over  Jetiings'  run.  both  very  wide 
an<l  considerable  streams  in  high  water;  and  a  more  weighty  reason 
for  ])referring  the  route  by  Gwynn's  is  the  great  accommodation  it  will 
atf(U'd  travelers  from  Winchester  by  the  upper  point,  who  could  not 
reacdi  the  route  by  Jenings'  run  short  of  the  top  of  Savage,  which 
Wdiild  withhold  from  ihem  the  beuetit  of  an  easy  way  up  the  mountain. 

It  is.  however,  sui)])osetl  that  those  who  travel  from  Winchester 
by  way  of  the  u])per  ])oint  to  Gwynn's.  are  in  that  respect  more  the 
dupes  of  common  prejudice  than  judges  of  their  own  ease,  as  it  is  be- 
lievetl  tht-  wav  will  be  as  short,  and  on  much  better  ground,  to  cross 
the  Potomac  below  the  confluence  of  the  north  and  south  branches 
( thereby  crossing  these  two.  as  well  as  Patterson's  creek,  in  one  stream. 
(Mjually  fordable  in  the  same  season),  than  to  pass  through  Cumber- 
land to  Gwynn's.  Of  these  grounds,  however,  the  commissioners  do 
not  speak  from  actual  view,  but  consider  it  a  subject  well  worthy  of 
future  investigation.  Having  gained  the  top  of  Allegany  mountain, 
or  rather  the  toji  of'  that  part  called  Savage,  by  way  of  Gwynn's.  the 
general  route,  as  it  ri's])ects  the  most  important  jioints.  was  determined 
as  follows,  viz. : 

i*'rom  a  stone  at  tiie  corner  of  lot  ^.'o.  1.  in  Cumberlaml.  netir  the 
confluence  ot  Wills  creek  and  the  north  branch  of  the  Potomac  river; 
thence  extending  almig  the  street  westwardly.  to  cross  the  hill  lying 
between  Cumberland  and  Gwynn's.  at  the  ga]»  where  HraddocU's 
road  ])asses  it;  thence  near  (Jwynn's  and  Jesse  Tondinson's,  to  cross 
the  big  Youghiogheny  near  the  mouthof  Roger's  run,  between  the  cross- 
ing of  Hraddock  s  road  and  the  confluence  of  the  streams  which  form 
the  Turkey  foot:  thence  to  cross  Jjanrel  Hill  near  the  forks  of  Dun- 
bars  run.  to  the  west  foot  of  that  hill,  at  a  point  near  where  Brad- 
flock's  old  road  ivached  it.  near  Gist's  old  ])lace.  now  Colonel  Isaac 
Meason's.    thence  thi'ough    l)rownsville   and    Wridu'ejiort.  to  cross  the 
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Moiioiii>;alu'la  river  below  Josias  ("rawford's  ft'i-ry;  ainl  thence  on  as 
slraiii'lit  a  course  as  the  counli-y  will  admit  to  tlie  ()liio.  at  a  ])oiiit  l»e- 
tweeii  llie  nioutli  of  Wheeliiii;' creek  and  the  lowci-  point  of  Wheeling;; 
island. 

In  tins  direction  of  the  I'outt'  it  will  lay  ahout  t  went y  loni-  and  a 
half  miles  in  Maryland,  seventy-five  miles  and  a  half  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  twelve  miles  in  Viri>;inia;  distances  which  will  l)e  in  a  small  de- 
i>;ree  increased  by  meanders,  which  the  bed  of  the  road  must  neces- 
sarily make  between  the  points  nuMitioiMMr  in  the  location;  and  this 
route,  it  is  believed,  compivhends  more  im])o]'tant  advantages  than 
could  bo  afforded  in  an>^  other,  inasmuch  as  it  has  a  ca])acity  at  least 
equal  to  any  other  in  extending  advantages  of  a  highway,  and  at  the 
same  time  establishes  the  shoi-test  ])ortage  between  the  ])oints  already 
navigated,  and  on  the  way  accommodates  other  and  ]iearei"  ])oints  to 
whi(di  navigation  may  be  extended,  and  still  shorten  the  ])oi'(age. 

It  intersects  Big  Youghiogheny at  the  nearest  point  from  Cumber- 
laml.  then  lies  nearly  parallel  with  that  river  for  the  distance  of 
twenty  miles,  and  at  the  west  foot  of  Ijauivl  Hill  lies  within  tive  miles 
of  Connellsville,  from  which  the  Youghiogheny  is  navigated;  and  in 
the  same  direction  the  route  intersects  at  Brownsville  the  nearest 
point  on  the  Monongahela  i-iver  within  the  disti'ict. 

The  im])r(n'ement  of  the  Youghiogheny  navigation  is  a  subject  of 
too  much  importance  to  remain  long  neglected  ;  and  the  capacity  of 
that  river,  as  high  up  as  the  falls  (twelve  miles  above  Connellsville), 
is  said  to  be  equal,  at  a  small  expense,  with  the  parts  already  navi- 
gated l)elow.  The  ()1)structions  at  the  falls,  and  a  rocky  ra]»id  near 
Turkey  Foot,  constitute  the  princi]>al  iin])ediments  in  that  river  to  the 
intersection  of  the  route,  and  as  much  higher  as  the  stream  has  a 
capacity  for  navigation;  and  these  difficulties  will  doubtless  be  re- 
moved when  the  intercourse  shall  warrant  the  measure. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  i)ortage  may  be  thus  stated: 

From  Cumberland  to  Monongaliela.  (Kj^  miles.  From  Cumber- 
land to  a  point  in  measure  with  Connellsville,  on  the  Youghiogheny 
river,  51^  miles.  From  Cumberland  to  a  |)oint  in  measure  with  the 
lower  end  of  the  ffdls  of  Yf)U"-hioi!;henv,  which  Avill  lie  two  miU's  north 
of  the  public  road,  43  miles.  From  Cumberland  to  the  intt'rsection  of 
the  route  with  the  Youghiogheny  river,  34  miles. 

Nothing  is  here  said  of  the  Little  Youghiogheny,  which  lies  neai'er 
Cumberland;  the  stream  being  unusually  ci-ooked,  its  navigation  can 
only  become  the  work  of  a  ivdnndant  poptdation. 

The  ])oint  which  this  route  locales,  at  the  west  toot  of  Laurel 
Hill,  haviuii'  cleared  the  whole  of  the  Alleii'heny  mountain,  is  so  situ- 
ated  as  to  extend  the  advantages  of  an  easy  Avay  through  the  great 
barrier,  with  more  equal  justice  to  the  best  jjarls  of  the  countiy  be- 
tween Laurel  Hill  and  the  Ohio.  Lines  from  this  point  to  Pittsburg 
and  Morgantown,  diverging  nearly  at  the  same  angle,  open  upon 
equal  terms  to  all  parts  of  the  Western  country  that  can  make  use  of 
this  portage;   and  wHich  may  imdnde  the  settlements  from  Tittsliurg, 
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u|i  l)ii;'  Tn'iivrr  ti)  llu'  ( '(Hiiircl  iciit  rcsi'i'vr.  on  r^akc  Kv'w.  us  well  as 
lliosf  on  tln'  soiillirrn  liordrrs  ol'  tlic  ()liio  and  all  llic  intci'mcdiali' 
counl  yy . 

Hi'ow  ii-~\illr  is  ni'arh  iMini-dislant  tVoiii  \\\ix  UraNci'  and  l''i--liini;' 
crcok,  and  (MiiialK"  convrnii.'nl  to  all  tlic  crossinii'  place's  on  ilic  ()lii(), 
iK'twx'i'n.tlu's*.'  cxt  icnu's.  As  a  poi-t.  it  is  at  least  vcjual  to  anv  on  the 
.M-oiu>in;'aluda  within  the  limits,  and  holds  su|)erior  advantaii'es  in  t'nr- 
nishinii' su]t])lies  to  einiii'fants.  Iraders,  and  otlnT  Iravelers  b}"  land  or 
\\  afef. 

Not  unmindfnl  ol"  tlie  claims  ol"  towns  and  tlieir  ea]»acity  of  ve- 
ciproeatini;- advantaiivs  on  pulilic  roads,  the  conimissioiiei's  were  not 
insensible  of  the  disadvaiitai;'e  whiidi  Uniontown  must  feel  from  the 
want  of  that  accomniodal  ion  \\hi(di  a  more  soiilhAvardly  direction  of 
the  ronte  wonlil  have  atlorded  :  lail  as  that  coidd  nol  take  place  with- 
onl  a  ri'liiKpiislnnent  ot  the  shortest  passage,  consiileratioiis  of  ])uhlic 
henetit  could  not  yielil  to  feelings  of  minor  import.  Uniontown  being 
the  seat  of  justice  for  I-'ayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  is  iM)t  witliout  a 
share  of  ])ul)lie  benetits.  and  may  partake  of  tlie  advantages  of  this 
portage  upon  e(|ual  terms  with  Connellsville.  a  growing  town,  with  the 
advantage  of  rivsjtectalile  water-works  adjoining,  in  the  manufactory 
of  Hour  and  iron. 

After  reaching  the  nearest  navigation  on  the  Avestevn  waters,  at 
a  point  l»est  calculated  to  dillnse  the  benetits  of  a  great  highway  in 
ihe  greatest  ])ossible  latitude  east  of  the  Ohio,  it  was  considereil  that. 
lo  fnllill  the  objects  ot'  the  law.  it  remained  tor  the  commissioners  to 
give  su(di  a  direction  to  the  I'oad  as  would  best  secure  a  certaitity  of 
mivigatioiion  tlu'  ()hio  at  all  seasons,  combining,  as  far  as  possible. 
the  inlami  accommodation  ol'  rt'niote  points  \\H'st  wardly.  Jl  was 
I'oiind  that  the  olislruclions  in  tin'  Ohio,  within  the  limits  between 
Sienlicn\ill('  and  ( rravi'  creek.  la_\'  j)rinci])ally  above  the  towni  and 
mouth  of  Wln'cling:  a  circumstance  ascertained  by  the  c()mmissioi\ers 
in  their  examination  of  the  cdiannel.  as  well  as  by  common  usage, 
whiidi  has  long  given  a  decided  ))refereuce  to  Wlieeling  as  a  ])lace  of 
einliarcation  and  ]»oi't  of  de])arture  in  dry  seasons.  It  was  also  seen 
that  W  heeliuii'  hiy  in  a  line  from  l^rownsville  to  the  centre  of  the 
State  of  (>hio  and  I'osi  \'incennes.  These  circumstam-es  favoring  and 
corresponding  with  the  chief  objects  in  view  in  this  last  direction  of 
the  route,  ami  the  gi-ound  from  Wheeling  westwar<lly  lieing  known  of 
eipial  titness  with  an\-  other  way  out  from  the  I'iver.  it  was  thought 
nn)st  ])ropi'r.  under  these  several  considerat  ions,  to  locate  the  jioint 
nuMitioned  lielow  the  mouth  of  Wlieelinii-.  In  taking  tliis  ]»oint  in 
prefert'uce  to  one  higlu'r  u]»  and  in  the  town  of  Wheeling,  the])ul»lic 
bcmdit  and  conveiniMu-e  were  consulted,  inasmuch  as  the  ])resent 
crossing  ])lace  over  the  Ohio  from  the  town  is  so  contrived  and  con- 
lined  as  to  subject  ])assengers  to  extraordinary  ferriage  ami  delay, 
by  entering  and  clearing  a  ferry-boat  on  each  side  ot  AVheeling  island, 
which  lies  before  the  town  and  precludes  the  o])]i()rtunity  of  fording 
when    ilie    river   is  i-i'ossed   in    that  wav.  atiovt'   and  bclow  tlu'  island. 
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From  l\\v  |»oiii(  located,  a  sate  crossing  is  atloivlcd  at    tlu'  lower  point 
of  the  island  by  a  ferry  in  high,  and  a  good  ford  at  hjw  water. 

The  face  of  the  country  within  the  limits  prescribed  is  generalh' 
very  iineven,  and  in  many  ])hices  broken  by  a  succession  of  high 
mountains  and  deep  hollows,  too  formidable  to  be  reduced  witliin  five 
degrees  of  the  horizon,  but  by  crossing  them  ()bli([uely,  a  mode  which, 
although  it  imposes  a  heavy  task  of  hill-side  digging,  obviates  gen- 
erally the  necessity  of  reducing  hills  and  tilling  hoih)ws,  which,  on 
these  grounds,  would  be  an  attempt  truly  Quixotic.  This  inequality- 
of  the  surface  is  not  confined  to  the  Allegheny  numntain  ;  the  count  ry 
l>etween  the  Monongahela  and  Ohio  rivers,  although  less  elevated,  is 
not  better  adapted  for  the  bed  of  a  road,  l)eing  tilled  with  im])edi- 
ments  of  hills  and  hollows,  which  present  considerable  ditticulties.  and 
wants  that  sn])er-abundance  and  convenience  of  stone  which  is  fonnd 
in  the  nunuitain. 

The  indirect  course  of  the  road  now  ti-aveled.  and  the  fre(|uenl 
elevations  and  depressions  which  occur,  that  exceed  the  limits  of  the 
law,  preclude  the  possibility  of  occnjiying  it  in  any  extent  without 
gi-eat  sacrifice  of  distance,  and  forbid  the  use  of  it,  in  any  one  i)ai1. 
for  more  than  half  a  mile,  or  more  than  two  or  three  miles  in  the 
whole. 

The  ex]»ense  of  reinlering  the  road  now  in  contemplation  ))ass- 
able,  may,  therefore,  amoniil  to  a  larger  sum  than  may  have  been 
supposed  necessary,  under  an  idea  of  embracing  in  it  a  considerable 
part  of  the  old  road;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  contrary  will  ])e  found 
most  correct,  and  that  a  sum  sutficient  to  ()])en  the  new  could  not  be 
expended  on  the  sanu'  distance  of  the  old  road  with  e(iual  benefit. 

The  sum  i-equii'i'd  for  the  road  in  contemplation  will  depend  on 
the  style  and  manner  of  making  it;  as  a  common  road  cannot  remove 
the  difficulties  which  always  exist  on  deep  groumls,  and  particularly 
in  wet  seasons,  and  as  nothing  shoi't  of  a  firm,  substantial,  well-formed, 
stone-capped  road  can  remove  the  causes  which  led  to  the  measure  ot 
im])rovement,  or  render  the  institution  as  comnu)dious  as  a  great  and 
growing  intercourse  appears  to  require,  the  expense  of  such  a  road 
next  becomes  the  subject  of  inquiry. 

In  this  incpiiry  the  commissioners  can  oidy  foi-m  an  estimate  by 
recurring  to  the  experience  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  in  the  bus- 
iness of  artificial  roads.  U])on  this  data,  and  a  com])arison  of  the 
grounds  and  jn-oximity  of  the  materials  for  covering,  there  are  reasons 
ihv  belief  that,  on  the  route  re})orted,  a  complete  road  may  be  made 
at  an  exi)ense  not  exceeding  six  thousaiul  tlollars  per  mile,  exclusive 
of  bridges  over  the  principal  streams  on  the  way.  The  average  ex- 
pense of  the  Lancaster,  as  well  as  Baltinu:)re  and  Frederick  turn])ike. 
is  considerably  higher;  bnt  it  is  believe(l  that  the  convenient  sup])ly 
of  stone  whicli  the  mountain  afibi'ds  will,  on  those  grounds,  reduce  the 
expense  to  the  rate  here  stated. 

As  to  the  policy  of  incurring  this  expense,  it  is  not  the  province 
of  the  commissioners  to  declare;  but  they  cannot,  however,  withhold 
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iissuraiico.s  of  ;i  tinn  ln.'li(_'l'  thai  llir  ]iur.s(.'  vi'  the  iiatiun  cannot  lie 
more  sea.sonably  opened,  or  more  liappily  a])})lie<l.  than  in  iironiolinii' 
the  speedy  and  ettectual  estal^lishnieiit  of  a  great  and  easy  road  on  the 
way  contemplated. 

Tn  the  discharge  of  all  these  duties,  the  commissioners  have  been 
actuated  Ity  an  ardent  desire  to  render  the  institution  as  usefid  and 
commodious  as  possible;  and,  ini])ressed  with  a  strong  sense  of  the 
necessity  which  urges  the  speedy  establishment  of  the  road,  they  have 
to  regret  the  circumstance  which  delays  the  coni])letion  of  the  part 
assigned  them.  They,  however,  in  some  measure,  content  themselves 
with  the  reflection  that  it  will  not  retard  the  progress  of  the  woi'k. 
as  the  opening  of  the  road  cannot  commence  before  spring,  and  may 
then  begin  with  marking  the  way. 

The  extra  expense  incident  to  the  service  from  the  necessity  (and 
l)ro|trieiy.  as  it  relates  to  ])ublic  economy,)  of  em])loying  men  not  jn-o- 
vided  for  by  law,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  recognized,  and  provision  maile 
for  the  payment  of  that  and  similar  expenses,  wln-n  in  future  it  may 
lie  indisj)ensa1)ly  incurred. 

The  commissioners  haviiii>-  euii'a'i'eil  in  a  service  in  which  their 
zeal  did  not  permit  them  to  calculate  the  difterence  between  their  pay 
and  the  expense  to  which  the  service  subjected  them,  cannot  suppose 
it  the  wish  or  intention  of  the  Government  to  accept  of  their  services 
for  a  mere  indemnitication  of  their  expense  of  subsistence,  which  Avill 
l>e  very  much  the  case  under  the  present  allowance;  they,  therefore, 
allow  themselves  to  hope  and  expect  that  measures  will  l)e  taken  to 
jirovide  such  further  compensation  as  may.  under  all  circumstances. 
i>e  thought  neither  ])rofuse  nor  ])arsimonious. 

The  painful  anxiety  manifested  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
ex]ilored.  and  tlieir  genei'al  desire  to  know  the  route  deliTuiined  on. 
suggested  the  measure  of  jiromulgation,  whicdi,  after  some  deliberation, 
was  agreed  on  by  way  of  circular  letter,  which  has  been  forwarded  to 
those  persons  to  whom  iireeautif^n  was  useful,  and  afterward  sent  to 
one  of  the  ])resses  in  that  quarter  for  puldicatioii.  in  the  form  of  the 
document  X(j.  3.  which  accompanies  this  report. 

All  which  is,  with  due  deference,  submitted. 

ELI  AVILLIAM8. 
TTTOM.V.^  ^roORlv 

J>JicK.MBEu  3U.  iftUO.  JOSEi'li  KEiili. 


CHAPTER  V 


J^nnixyiranld  Grants  Peniiisnioii  to  Make  the  Road  TIii-oikjJi  Iler  Tcrritonj —  Uiiioit- 
toivii  Restored,  Gist  Left  Out,  and  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  Made  a  Point  — 
Simon  Snyder,  Speaker  of  tlie  HouKe—PressJy  Carr  Lane, a  Fayette  County  Man, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate,  a)id  Thomas  McKean,  Governor  —  A  Second  Special  Mes- 
sage From  President  Jefferson,  and  a  Second  Report  of  the  Commissioners  — 
Heights  <f  3Ioiiiitaiiis  and  HUis—  On  to  Broirnsrille  and  Wheeling  —  An  Ln- 
perions  CidJ  Made  on  ('onnnissianer  Kerr. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  open  a  road  through 
that  part  of  this  State  h'ing  between  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  INIary- 
huid,  and  the  Ohio  river. 

Whereas,  by  Jin  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,  entitk'd  "  An  act  to  reguUite  the  hiying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cuinlierland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio," 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  empowered  to  hiy  out  a  road 
from  the  Potomac  river  to  the  river  Ohio,  and  to  take  measures  for 
malving  the  same,  so  soon  as  the  consent  of  the  k^gislatiires  of  the 
several  States  through  which  the  said  road  shall  pass,  could  be  obtained : 
And  whereas,  ap])licati()n  hath  been  made  to  this  legislature,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  foi-  its  consent  to  the  measures  afore- 
said :  Therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hij  l/ic  Semite  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  tlie  CominonKealtk  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  tJie  authority  of  the  s((ine.  That  the  President 
of  the  United  Staters  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  so  much 
of  the  said  road  as  will  be  within  this  State,  to  be  opened  so  far  as  it 
may  be  necessary  the  same  should  pass  through  this  State,  and  to 
cause  the  said  road  to  be  made,  regidated  and  c()m])leted,  within  the 
limits,  and  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  before  I'ccited 
Act  of  Congress  in  relation  thereto;  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  the 
route  laid  down  and  reported  by  the  commissioners  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  be  so  altere<l  as  to  ])ass  through  Uniontowii.  in 
the  county  of  Fayette,  and  Washington,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
if  such  alteration  can,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  be  made,  con- 
sistently with  the  ])rovisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  March  'Ii){h, 
180G,  1»ut  if  not.  then  over  any  ground  Avithin  the  limit  of  this  Slate, 
which  he  niay  deem  most  advantageous. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tJte  authority  aforesaid,  That 
such  person  or  persons  as  are   or  shall   be  appointed   for  the   [)ur- 

(36) 
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iKise  (if  l;i\  inii'  oiU  and  (-(1111111011111;"  llic  said  rtiad.  iiiidcr  llic  aiitli(irity 
of  the  rnltc(|  States,  sliall  luivr  lull  powi'i'  and  autlioi'it  v  to  ciitiT 
ii|i(iii  llic  lands  tln'()Ui!;h  wl)i(.-li  the  saiiu-  may  pass,  and  upon  any  land 
near  or  adjacent  tlu'i\'to.  and  tlu'rctroin  to  take.  dli;'.  cut  and  cai'i-y 
away  such  materials  of  earth,  stone,  <i;ravel.  timlier  and  sand  as  may 
lie  iiecessarv  lor  the  ])ur])ose  of  eomplet iiii;'.  and  I'nv  r\rv  kcv[>\wj:,  in 
reiiair.  said  road;  Providcil.  That  sucli  nnilerlals  siiall  he  \alned  autl 
apiiralsed.  In  thi'  same  manner  as  materials  taken  for  slmllai'  |iiir])oses, 
under  the  aulhorllN'  of  this  ( 'ominonw  call  h  are  hy  ihe  laws  ihereof. 
tlireeleil  lo  he  xalueil  and  apprais(.'il.  and  a  eei'liticate  of  the  amount 
thereof  shall.  Ii\'  the  jiersoii  or  ^lersoiis  appointed,  or  herealter  to  lie 
a}>i)ointed  undei-  ihe  authority  of  the  I'niUMl  States  for  ihe  purpose 
aforesaid.  1h'  delivere(l  to  ea(di  parly  eiil  il  le(l  thereto,  for  any  materials 
to  be  taken  hy  virtue  of  this  aet,  to  entitle  him.  her  or  them  to  re- 
eeive  ])avment  tlierefor  from  the  United  Stales. 

Si;tIOX  SNYDER, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentafices. 

P.  C.  LANE. 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

A/'j'/'Dfi  </.  the  ninth  <t(t)j  of  Apjril.  one  thousand  e'njht  /mnilred  and 

*<''-t^'«-  THOMAS  M'KEAN. 

THXTII  CONGRESS  — FIRST  SESSION. 
•    Coinniuuicated  to  Congress  Febrtiary  19,  1808. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  T{eprei<entatires  of  tJie  United  States: 

The  Slates  of  Pennsylvania,  JMar^dand  and  Virginia  having,  hy 
their  several  aets  eonsented  that  the  road  from  Cumberland  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  authorized  l)y  the  aet  of  Congress  of  Mareh  29,  1806, 
should  jiass  through  those  States,  and  the  ivport  of  the  eomniissioners 
eommuiiieated  to  Congress  with  my  message  of  .Tannary  31,  1807, 
having  heen  didy  eonsidered.  I  have  ap])roved  of  the  route  thei-ciu 
])ro[)ose(|  for  the  said  road  as  far  as  Brownsville,  with  a  single  devia- 
tion since  located.  Avhieh  earries  it  through  I^niontown. 

l-'roin  thence  the  eourse  to  the  Ohio,  and  the  ])oiiit  within  the 
leii'al  limits  at   \\]n(di  it  shall  strike  that   ri\er.  is  still  lo  he  decide(l. 

In  foruung  tins  deeision.  i  sliall  pay  material  regai'd  to  the  inter- 
ests and  wishes  of  the  ])0])ulous  parts  ot'  Ihe  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  a 
future  and  convenient  eonneetion  with  the  mad  whi(di  is  to  lead  from 
\\\c  Indian  boundary  lu-ar  Cincinnati,  by  N'inceiines,  to  the  Mississippi, 
at  St.  Louis,  under  authority  of  the  aet  of  April  21 .  ISOG.  In  this 
way  we  may  accomplish  a  continuous  and  advantageous  line  of  eom- 
municaiion  from  the  seat  of  the  General  Government  to  St.  Louis, 
liassingthrongh  sevei'al  very  interesting  points,  to  iheWestern  country. 

I  have  thought  it  advisal>le.  also,  to  secure   fi-om  obliteration  the 
trace  of  the  roatl  so  far  as  it  has  heen  a])provetL  which   has  been  exe- 
ciit(,(l  at  such  considerable  expense,  by  o])ening  one-half  of  its  breadth 
thl'OUgh    its  whole  length. 
3" 
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The  report  of  the  commissioners  herewith  transmitted  will  give 
pai'ticular  information  of  their  proceedin,i>;s  nnder  the  act  of  March 
29,  ISOG,  since  the  date  of  my  message  of  Jannary  31,  1807,  and  will 
enable  Congress  to  ado])t  snch  further  measui-es,  relative  thereto,  as 
they  may  deem  pro])er  nnder  existing  circumstances. 

Tir.  JEFFEPuSOK 
February  19,  1808. 


The  undersigned,  commissioners  a]»pointed  nnder  the  law  of  the 
United  States,  entiled ''An  act  to  i-egnlate  the  laying  out  and  maki]ig 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  ol 
Ohio,"  in  addition  to  the  communications  heretofore  made,  beg  leave 
further  to  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  that,  l)y  the 
delay  of  the  answer  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  appli- 
cation for  permission  to  pass  the  road  through  that  State, the  commis- 
sioners could  not  proceed  to  the  business  of  the  road  in  the  s])ring 
l)efore  vegetation  had  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  the  work  of  cxjdor- 
ing  and  surveying  difficult  and  tedious,  from  Avhich  circumstance  it 
was  postponed  till  the  last  autumn,  when  the  business  was  again 
resumed.  That,  in  obedience  to  the  special  instructions  given  them, 
the  route  heretofore  reported  has  been  so  changed  as  to  pass  through 
Unioidowu,  and  that  they  have  completed  the  location,  gradation 
and  marking  of  the  route  from  Cumherland  to  Brownsville,  l^ridge- 
])ort,  and  the  Monongahela  river,  agreeably  to  a  plat  of  the  courses, 
distances  and  grades  in  which  is  described  the  marks  and  monuments 
b}^  which  the  route  is  designated,  and  which  is  herewith  exhibited; 
that  by  this  plat  and  measurement  it  will  ajipeai'  (when  compared  with 
the  road  now  traveled)  there  is  a  saving  of  four  miles  of  distance 
between  Cumberland  and  Brownsville  on  the  new  route. 

In  the  gradation  of  the  surface  of  the  route  (which  l)ecame 
necessary)  is  ascertained  the  com]iarative  elevation  and  depression  of 
ditferent  ])oints  on  the  ivmte,  and  taking  a  point  ten  feet  above  the 
surface  of  low  water  in  the  Potomac  river  at  Cumberland,  as  the 
horizon,  the  most  y)roininent  ])oints  are  found  to  l)e  elevated  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Feet,   loths. 

iSumniit  of  Wills  mountain 5S1  .    3 

AVestern  foot  of  same o04  .     4 

Summit  of  Savage  mountain 2022  .  24 

Savage  river 1 741   .     H 

Summit  l^ittle  Savage  mountain 1!)00  .    4 

Branch  Pine  Run,  first  Western  water 1099  .     9 

Summit  of  Red  Hill  (after  called  Shades  of  Death) 1914  .     3 

Summit  Little  Meadow  mountain 2026  .  16 

Little  Youghiogheny  river 1322  .     6 

East  Fork  of  Shade  Run 1558  .  92 

Summit  of  Negro  mountain,  highest  jtoint 232.S  .  12 

Middle  branch  of  White's  creek,  at  the  west  foot  of  Negro 

mountain   1 360  .     5 

AVhite's  creek 1195  .    5 

Big  Youghiogheny  river .     645  .     5 
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Feet.    lOths. 
Summit  of  a  ridge  betwtH-n  Vou^hioglieiiy  river  and  Beaver 

waters l.")14  .  5 

r.eaver  Kun 111':}.  S 

Siiinniit  (if   Laurel    Hill looO  .  Ki 

Court  House  iu  L'niiiutuwu 274.  (io 

A  point  ten  feet  al)ove  the  surface  of  low  water  in  the^Ionon- 

gahela  river,  at  the  inoutli  of  l)uiilai>'s  creek Hit  .  2() 

The  hiw  reiiuiriiii;'  tlie  c-onnnissioners  to  re])i)i"t  lliose  ])arts  ot'tho 
mutt'  as  -AW  laiil  on  the  old  r.tad.  as  \\c\\  as  those  on  new  grounds, 
and  to  stati'  those  ])aris  whic  h  re([uire  the  most  immediate  attention 
and  anu'lioi'ation.  the  prohalile  expense  ot'  makinii'  the  same  |iassal>le 
in  the  most  ditlieult  parts,  and  tlu'ouii'li  the  whole  distance,  they  have 
to  state  tluit.  from  the  crook'ed  and  hilly  course  of  the  road  now 
trawled,  the  new  route  could  not  be  made  to  occupy  any  part  of  it 
(exec])t  an  intersection  on  Wills  nnjuntain.  another  at  Jesse  Toinlin- 
son's,  anda  third  near  TJii;;  YoUi;'hioi!;lieny.  emhrai-ini!;  not  a  mile  of  dis- 
tance in  the  whole)  without  unnecessary  sucriticos  of, distances  and 
expense. 

That,  therefore,  an  estimate  must  I>c  made  on  the  route  as  passing 
wholly  tlii'ouii'h  new  gi-ounds.  In  doinii'  this  the  commissioners  feel 
ii'reat  ditticulty.  as  they  cajmot.  with  any  degree  of  ])recision.  estimate 
the  exjjense  of  making  it  meivly  ])assal)le;  nor  can  tliey  allow  them- 
selves to  suppose  that  a  less  luvadth  than  that  mentioned  in  the  law 
was  to  he  taken  into  llu"  calculation.  The  rugged  deformity  of  the 
grounds  remk'red  it  im])ossil)le  to  lay  a  route  within  the  grade  limited 
Ity  law  otherwise  than  hy  ascending  and  <leseending  the  hills  ohliquely, 
l)y  which  circumstance  a  great  ])roj)ortion  of  the  I'oute  occupies  the 
sides  of  the  hills,  which  cannot  he  safely  ])assed  on  a  road  of  common 
breadth,  ami  where  it  will,  in  the  opinion  ot  the  commissioners,  be 
necessary,  by  digging,  to  give  the  pi-oper  form  to  thirty*  feet,  at  least 
in  the  breadth  of  the  road,  to  atford  suitable  securit}^  in  passing  on  a 
way  to  l)e  tre(piently  crowded  with  wagons  moving  in  opposite  direc- 
tions, with  trans])orts  of  emigrant  families,  and  droves  of  cattle,  hogs. 
etc..  on  the  way  to  market.  Considering,  therefore,  that  a  I'oad  on 
those  gi'ounds  must  have  sufficient  breadth  to  afford  wa_ys  and  water 
courses,  and  .satisfied  that  nothing  shoi't  of  well  constructed  and  com- 
])letely  finished  conduits  can  insure'  it  against  injuries,  which  must 
(ilherwise  rt-mler  il  impassable  at  evei-y  change  of  the  seasons,  by 
heavy  falls  of  rain  or  melting  nf  the  be(ls  of  snow,  with  which  the 
countrv  is  frefiuentlv  covered ;  the  commissioners  bea;  leave  to  say, 
that,  in  a  former  report,  they  estimated  the  expense  of  a  roa<l  on  these 
grouiuls,  when  pro])erly  shajjed.  uuule  and  finished  in  the  style  of  a 
stone-coveivd  turnpike,  at  Stj.OdO  pei-  mile,  exclusive  of  bridges  over 
the  ])i-incipal  streams  on  the  way;  and  that  with  all  the  information 
they  have  since  lu'en  able  to  collect,  they  ha\-e  no  reason  to  nuike  any 
alteration  in  that  estimate. 

The  conti'acts  aulhorizejl  by.  and  whiidi  h-dw  be(,'n  taken  under 
the  superintemlence  of  the  commissioner.  Thomas  Moore  (dui)licates 
of  which  aceoinpany  this  report),  will  show  what  has  been  undertaken 
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relative  to  clearing-  the  timber  and  brush  from  part  of  the  breadth  of 
the  road.  The  performance  of  these  contracts  was  in  such  forward- 
ness on  the  1st  instant  as  leaves  no  doubt  of  their  being  completely 
fulfille<l  by  the  tirst  of  March. 

The  commissioners  further  state,  that,  to  aid  them  in  the  exten- 
sion ot  their  route,  they  ran  and  marked  a  straight  line  from  the 
crossing  place  on  the  Monongahela,  to  Wheeling,  and  had  progressed 
twenty  miles,  with  their  usual  and  necessary  lines  of  experiment,  in 
ascertaining  the  shortest  and  best  connection  of  practical  grounds, 
when  the  a[)proach  of  winter  and  the  shortness  of  the  da}'s  afforded 
no  expectation  that  they  could  complete  the  location  without  a  need- 
less expense  in  the  most  inclement  season  of  the  year.  And,  presum- 
ing that  the  post])onement  of  the  remaining  ])art  till  the  ensuing 
spring  would  j)roduce  no  delay  in  the  Inisiness  of  making  the  road, 
they  were  induced  to  retire  from  it  for  the  present. 

The  great  length  of  time  already  employed  in  tliis  business,  makes 
it  ])roper  for  the  commissioners  to  ol»serve  that,  in  order  to  connect 
the  best  grounds  with  that  circumspection  which  the  importance  of 
the  duties  confided  to  them  demanded,  it  became  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  run  lines  of  experiment  and  reference  in  various  directions, 
which  exceed  an  average  of  four  times  the  distance  located  for  the 
route,  and  tliat,  tlirotigh  a  country  so  irregularly  broken,  and  crowded 
with  very  thick  underwood  in  many  ])laces,  the  work  has  l)een  found 
so  incalculaldy  tedious  that,  without  an  adecpuite  idea  of  the  diificulty. 
it  is  not  easy  to  reconcile  the  delay. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  that  an  imperious  call  from  the  ])i'iva1e 
concerns  of  Commissioner  Josejdi  Kerr,  compelled  him  to  relui-n  home 
on  the  20th  of  November.  Avhich  will  account  for  the  want  of  his  sig- 
nattire  to  this  re])ort. 

All  of  which  is.  with  due  deference,  submitted,  this  15th  day  of 
.Ian nary.  1808.  ELI  WILLIAMS, 

THOMAS  MOORE. 

Note. —  It  will  lie  observed  that  Keyser's  Ridge,  which  is  unques- 
tionably the  highest  point  on  the  I'oad,  is  not  mentioned  by  the  com- 
missioners. This  is,  no  doubt,  because,  at  the  date  of  their  report, 
tbe  locality  did  not  bear  the  name  Keysei-'s  Ridge,  and  was  known  as 
a  peak  of  Negro  mountain.  Soon  after  the  location  of  the  road,  one 
Xeyser  ac<juire<l  the  property  at  the  ridge,  and  it  took  its  name  from 
him.  It  will  also  be  observed  that  the  measurement  of  heights  by 
tbe  commissioners  Avas  made  from  '-a  ])()int  ten  feet  above  the  surface 
of  low  water  in  the  Potomac  at  Cumberland."  A  table  of  heights 
given  in  a  sultsequent  chapter,  the  authority  for  which  is  not  ascer- 
tainable, differs  from  that  in  the  commissioners'  report,  btit  their 
report  jnust  be  accepted  as  accurate  from  their  ])oint  of  measurement. 
The  other  table  referred  to,  gives  the  heights  above  the  Atlantic  and 
above  Cumberlan<l.  and  embi-aces  moir  hills  than  the  coiiiniissioners' 
report. 


ClI  A  I'TKK    VI. 


Albert  O'aUal'iii,  Sn-rctary  of  the  Trcaxiinj.  ntllnl  iipmi  for  lii/nriiKilinn  n'speclin;/  llir 
Fiitid   Appf»<'"1>J'    I"  llir   Roaih  iiiiiili'iin'il  in  tin     Ohio   Ailiiii^xiiri)    Act—  ///.-• 

TENTH  ( '( ).\(,i RES8  —  FIKST  SESSION. 

Coiuiunniciitcil  to  the  llonso  of  Reprosentativos  ^Nfarcli  S.  ISOS. 

Treasury  Departmknt.  ^Maiv-li  .'!.  1<S()8. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  let tcr  of  flic  1st  instant.  I  have  the  honor 

to  state  : 

1st.  Tliat  tlu' ,")  per  cent.  rcsiM-ved  liy  t  lie  act  of  oOl  h  April.  1S(I2. 
on  the  net  moneys  received  foi'  pnlilic  hinds  in  the  Slate  ol'  ()hio.  sold 
since  Isl  .liil\-.  L^02.  has  anioiintcd  to  t  he  followinii' sums.  \i/,: 

From  1st  July,  1S02,  to  30th  .Tune,  ISOlJ $     (),220  00 

From  1st  .liilV,  1S03,  to  :U)th  June,  1S04 S,,S10  17 

From  1st  .lulv,  1804,  to  30tli  .June,  1805 13.(194  30 

From  1st  .lul'v,  ISO.i,  to  .30th  .Tune,  180(1 31,442  20 

From  1st  .luiV,  ISOii,  to  ;;Otii  .Tune,  1807 28,827  92 

From  1st  .Tulv.  1807,  to  31st  December,  1807  (estimated) 15,000  00 

$104,294  5i) 
And  that  the  said  .i  per  cent,  will  henceforth  ]»rohahly  anioiinl  to 
§30.0110  a  year. 

2d.  that,  of  the  .Soil, 000  appro]. rialed  hy  ad  of  2!Uh  Mar(  h. 
18(Mi.  tlu'rc  has  been  expendetl.  in    layiiiL;,-  out    Ihc  Ciimhcrlaiid    road 

fi'oni  Cumherland  to  Brownsville,  ahoiil -SIO.OOO 

That  tlici'e  nia\'  he  wanti-d  to  complete  the   location,  ahoul    ..      5,(100 

.?!.").  000 

IM.      That  contracts  have  hceii  niaih'  for  opi'idni;'  oiiedialf  of  the 

bi'eadth  of  .said  road,  which,  as  verhally  infornuil  l>y  one  of  the  coin- 

nii.ssioners,  Avill  require  aljout  S;>.0()0.  leavin<f.  prohaldy.  al)out  81-.on(i 

of  the  ajijiropriation  for  tlie  further  inijirovt'ment  of  the  road. 

4th.  'I'iiat  the  ])ortioii  ot  the  road  acinally  hx-ated  and  confirnie(L 
no  part  of  whieli  exceeds  an  an<;"le  of  live  decrees,  c.xlend--  from  tlic 
naviiiahie  waters  of  the  Potomac,  at  ( 'uniherland.  to  tlie  naviii'ahle 
waters  of  the  Monon<;-ah(da.  at  Hrow  iis\ille  (  jjed  Stone  Old  Fort),  and 
it  is  stated,  thoun'h  no  otficial  report  has  hecii  nuuU'  to  me,  at  about 
seventy  miles. 

5th.  That  that  road  can  be  considered  as  a  national  oliject  only 
if  com]ileted  as  a  turnpike,  w  herebv  all    the   flonr  and    other  ])ro<lncc 
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of  the  western  adjacent  countries  may  be  brought  to  a  market  on  the 
Atlantic  shores;  and  the  transportation  of  all  the  salt  and  other  com- 
modities and  merchandise  whatever,  imported  from  the  Atlantic  ])()r(s 
to  the  western  country  generally,  may  be  reduced  ])robably  one  dollar 
per  cwt. 

And.  Lastly,  that  the  expense  of  completing  that  part  of  the  road 
in  such  manner,  is  estimated  at  $400,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATm. 
lion.  John  Montgomery,  of  Maryland,  Chairman,  etc.,  in  Congress. 

Committee  Room,  Dec.  22,  1808. 

Sir:  The  committee  appointed  on  the  message  of  the  President, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  commissioners  concerning  a  road  from 
Cumberland  to  <  )hio,  have  directed  me  to  request  that  you  would 
cause  to  be  laid  before  them  such  information  as  may  be  in  possession 
of  the  Treasury  Department  respecting  the  fun<l  a])]»lica]»le  by  law  to 
•'the  laying  out  and  making  ]uiblic  roads  leading  from  the  navigaljle 
waters  emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  Ohio,"  etc.  (1)  The  unex- 
pended balance  "of  the  $30,000  appropriated  by  the  act  of  the  29tli  ol 
March,  1800  ;  (2 )  The  amount  of  moneys,  exclusive  of  the  above,  now 
in  the  treasury,  an<l  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
ai)i)licable  to  that  oliject ;  and  (3)  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount 
of  moneys  that  will  accrue  to  the  fund  within  the  two  succeeding 
years. 

T    have    the    honoi-   to   be.   very   ivs])eclfuliy,  sir,  your  obedient 

servant.  "       JEREMIAH   MORROW. 

To  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv. 


TENTH  CONGRESS  —  SECOND  SESSION. 

Cumberland  Boad. 

Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  10,  1809. 

Treasury  Department,  Dec.  29,  1808. 

{iir:  In  answer  to  yowv  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  committee  : 

1st.  That  the  unex])ended  balance  of  the  appropriation,  made 
by  the  act  of  March  29,  1806,  for  opening  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
oil  the  Potomac,  to  the  river  Ohio,  amounts  to  $10,075.15  ;  part  of 
which  sum  will  probably  be  wanted  in  oi-der  to  complete  the  location 
and  0])ening  of  the  road.  It  is  ])robabie  that  about  $13,000  will  re- 
main applicable  to  making  the  road. 

2dly.  That  the  total  amount  received,  either  at  the  treasur3%  or 
by  the  receivers  of  public  moneys  on  account  of  roads,  and  calculated 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  of  the  net  ]u-oceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  subsequent  to  the  30th  day  of  .lune,  1802.  was.  on 
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the  30th  (lay  <.f  September  hi^t S104.692 

leavino;.  if  that  mode  of  calculating  be  correct,  and  after  de- 

duetiiiii'  the  sum  a^^i^ropnatcd  by  the  aliove  mentioned  act..      30.000 

a  sum  a)i|ilicabK'  to  the  mad  of 8   74.092 

in  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  unexpended  balance  of. .      10.075 

and  making  together  a  sum  of S  90.767 

Hut  if  the  amount  applicable  to  roads  be  calculated  at  the 
rate  of  2  per  cent,  only,  on  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
lands,  this  will,  on  the  oOth  of  September  last,  have  produced 

only -S  41.870 

trom  whit  h.  deducting  the  a])propriation  <>f. 30.000 

leaves  an  unappropriated  balance  of 8   11.876 

which,  added  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation     16.075 

makes  an  aggregate  of  only 8  27.951 

3dly.  That  the  probable  recei])ts  on  account  of  that  fund  ma}',  for 
the  two  ensuing  years,  be  estimated  at  822.500  a  year,  if  calcidated  at 
the  rate  of  5  per  cent.,  and  at  89.000  a  year,  if  calculated  at  the  rate 
of  2  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of  lands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  respectfully,  sir.  your  Obedient  servant. 

ALBERT    CtALLATIX. 
Tlon.  Jeremiah  Morrow.  Chairman  of  the  Land  Committee. 

P.  S.  —  Amount  of  the  2  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands 
within  the  State  of  Ohio  : 

From  Lst  Julv,  1802,  to  30th  June,  1803,  2  per  cent .S  2.400  00 

From  1st  Julv,  1803,  to  30th  June,  1804,  2  per  cent 3,o24  00 

From  1st  Julv,  1804.  to  30th  June,  1805,  2  per  cent o,5;t7  72 

i'n.in  1st  Julv.  180o,  to  30tli  June,  180(i,  2  per  cent 11,243  55 

Froiii  1st  .Julv,  ISOti,  to  30th  June,  1807,  2  per  cent 9,120  75 

From  1st  Julv,  1807,  to  30th  June,  1808,  2  per  cent 9,902  80 

Fstiniated  July.  1S08,  to  31st  October,  1808,  2  per  cent 2.815  60 

Total 844,692  48 

The  sum  of  830.000  appropriated  per  act  of  29th  of  March  to  be 
]iai<l  therefi-om  ;   of  whieh  813.924.85  seems  to  have  lu-eu  paid. 

A.  (t. 


CHAPTER   VII 


The  Life  of  th.e  Road  Threatened  by  the  Spectre  of  a  Constitutional  Card  —  Presi- 
dent Monroe  Vetoes  a  BUI  for  its  Preservation  and  Repair  —  General  Jackson 
has  Misgivings  —  Hon.  Andrew  Stewart  comes  to  the  Rescue. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives :  May  4,  1822. 

Having  duly  considered  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  preser- 
vation and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Eoad,"  it  is  with  deep  regret 
(approving,  as  I  DO,  THE  POLICY),  that  I  am  compelled  to  object 
to  its  ])assage,  and  to  return  the  bill  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  which  it  originated,  under  a  conviction  that  Congress  do  not  pos- 
sess the  power,  under  the  Constitution,  to  pass  such  a  law.  A  power 
to  establish  turnpikes,  with  gates  and  tolls,  and  to  enforce  the  collec- 
tion of  the  tolls  by  penalties,  implies  a  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a 
complete  system  of  internal  improvements.  A  right  to  impose  duties 
to  be  paid  by  all  persons  passing  a  certain  road,  and  on  horses  and 
carriages,  as  is  done  by  this  bill,  involves  the  right  to  take  the  land 
from  the  proprietor  on  a  valuation,  and  to  pass  laws  for  the  protection 
of  the  road  from  injuries  ;  and  if  it  exist,  as  to  one  road,  it  exists  as  to 
any  other,  and  to  as  many  roads  as  Congress  may  think  proper  to 
establish.  A  right  to  legislate  for  one  of  these  ])urposes.  is  a  rigid  to 
legislate  for  the  others.  It  is  a  complete  right  of  jurisdiction  and 
sovereignty  for  all  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  and  not 
merely  the  right  of  applying  money  under  tlic  ])ower  vested  in  Con- 
gress to  make  a]»])i'oy>riations  (under  Avhich  ])Ower,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Stales  through  which  the  road  passes,  the  work  was  originally 
commenced,  and  has  been  so  far  executed).  I  am  of  opinion  that 
('ongress  do  not  possess  this  power — that  the  States  individually 
cannot  grant  it;  for,  although  they  may  assent  to  the  appropriation 
of  money  within  their  limits  for  such  purposes,  the}'  can  grant  no 
power  of  jurisdiction  of  sovereignty,  by  special  compacts  with  the 
United  States.  This  power  can  be  granted  onl}'  by  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  and  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  it.  If  the  power 
exist,  it  must  be  either  l)ecause  it  has  l)een  specihcall}'  granted  to  the 
United  States,  or  that  it  is  incidental  to  some  power,  which  has  lieen 
specifically  granted.  If  we  examine  the  specific  grants  of  power,  we 
do  not  find  it  among  them,  nor  is  it  incidental  to  any  power  which 
has  been  specifically  granted.  It  has  never  been  contended  that  the 
powt'i-  was  specifically  granted.     It  is  claiincd  only  as  being  incidcnlal 

(44) 
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(()  soiiif  din'  oi'  iiiorr  dt'  till'  |i()\vors  w  liidi  uvr  >])cciric;ill\'  i;'i'aiik'(|. 
The  followiiiii'  ai'o  tlie  powers  Iidiii  wliidi  it  is  said  to  be  derived: 
(1)  From  the  iMi;-lit  (o  estal)lish  post  oltiees  and  ]tost  roads;  (2)  From 
the  rii;lit  to  declare  Avar;  (8j  To  regulate  eoiiimeroe;  (4)  To  \my  the 
debts  and  i^rovide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  M'elfare ;  (5) 
From  the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  all  the  ])Owers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  I.^nited  States,  or  in  any  department  or  t)llicer  Ihercof; 
(6)  And  lasth'.  tVom  the  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful 
I'ules  and  regulations  respecting  the  tei-ritory  and  oilier  pro])erty  of 
the  United  States.  According  to  my  judgment,  it  cannot  Ite  derived 
trom  either  of  these  powers,  nor  from  all  of  them  united,  and  in  con- 
se(pience  it  does  not  exist.  Having  stated  my  objections  to  the  bill.  1 
should  now  cheerfully  communicate  at  large  the  reasons  on  which 
tbey  are  founded,  if  I  had  time  to  reduce  them  to  such  form  as  to  in- 
clude tliem  in  this  ])aper.  The  advanced  stage  of  the  s(,\ssion  i-enders 
that  ini|iossilik'.  Having,  at  the  commencement  of  my  service  in  this 
high  trust,  considered  it  a  duty  to  exjjress  the  opinion  that  the  United 
States  do  ]u)t  possess  the  power  in  question,  and  to  suggest  for  (he 
considei'ation  of  Congress  the  ])ropriet\'  of  recommemling  to  the 
States  an  amendment  to  t he  Constitution,  to  vest  the  power  in  the 
United  States,  my  attention  has  been  often  drawn  to  the  subject  since, 
in  consequence  whereof.  I  have  occasionally  committed  my  sentiments 
to  pa]>er  i-esjtecting  it.  The  form  Avhich  this  exj)osition  has  assumed 
is  not  such  as  1  should  have  given  it  had  it  been  intended  for  Con- 
gress, nor  is  it  concluded.  Xevei'thele.ss,  as  it  contains  my  views  on 
this  subject,  being  one  which  I  deem  of  very  high  imyjortance,  and 
which,  in  many  of  its  bearings,  has  now  become  ]ieculiarly  ui'gent.  1 
will  communicate  it  to  Congress,  if  in  my  power,  in  the  course  of  the 
du}',  or  certainl\'  on  Monday  next.  JAMES   MOVEOE 

GeuiM-al  .lackson.  in  bis  famous  veto  of  the  Maysville  Road  bill 
(May  27.  1830).  refers  to  the  Cumberland  ]\oad.  and  to  the  above 
message  of  President  Monro*-,  in  the  following  terms: 

•■In  the  administration  of  Mi-.  Jefferson  we  have  two  examples 
of  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  apj^ropriation,  which,  in  the  c-onsidera- 
tioii  that  led  to  their  ado])tioii.  and  in  their  efl'eets  upon  the  public 
mind,  have  had  a  greatt-r  agency  in  marking  the  character  of  the 
liowei-  than  any  subse(|ueiit  events.  I  allude  to  the  payment  of  fifteen 
millicms  f)f  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  to  the  original 

AIM'I'.OPKIATION    FOR    THE    CONSTRUCTION    OK    TIIK    CUMBERLAND    ROAD; 

the  latter  act  (h-riving  much  weight  from  t he  ac(|uiescence  and  a])])ro- 
bation  of  three  of  the  most  jiowerful  of  the  original  members  of  the 
confederacy,  expres.sed  t  lirough  their  respective  legislatures.  Although 
the  circumstances  of  the  latter  case  may  be  such  as  to  de])rive  so 
much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  actual  constnu-tiou  of  the  road  of  the  force 
of  an  objigalory  exposition  of  the  Constitution,  it  must  nevertheless 
Ih'  admitted  that  so  far  as  the  mere  aiipi'opi'iation  of  money  is  coii- 
3a 
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eeriuMl,  tlii-y  iiiv>c'iil  the  ])rincii)li'  in  its  most  iiiijxj.siiig  aspoct.  No 
less  than  twenty-three  different  hiws  liavc  Ix'on  passed  through  all  the 
loi-nis  oftlie  Constitution.  appi'o])riatini;-  ujtwards  of  two  millions  and 
a  halt  of  dollars  out  of  the  national  treasury  in  support  of  that  im- 
[)rovement,  with  the  ai)probation  of  ever}-  president  of  the  United 
States,  including  m}-  predecessor,  since  its  commencement.  The 
views  of  Mr.  Monroe  upon  this  subject  were  not  left  to  inference. 
JJ)uring  his  atlm in ist ration,  a  bill  was  passe<l  through  both  houses  of 
Congress,  conferring  the  Jurisdiction  and  prescribing  the  mode  by 
which  the  federal  government  should  exercise  it  in  the  case  of  the 
Cr.MHEKLAND  RoAD.  lie  returned  it  with  objections  to  its  passage, 
and  in  assigning  them,  took  occasion  to  say  that  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  government  he  had  inclined  to  the  construction  that  it  had  no 
right  to  expend  money  except  in  the  performance  of  acts  authorized 
by  the  other  specific  grants  of  power,  according  to  a  strict  construc- 
tion of  them;  but  that  on  further  reflection  and  observation  his 
mind  had  undergone  a  change ;  that  his  opinion  then  was :  '  tliat 
Congress  had  an  unlimited  power  to  raise  monej^  and  that  in  its  ap- 
propriation they  have  a  discretionary  power,  restricted  only  liy  the 
duty  to  appropriate  it  to  purposes  of  common  defence  and  of  general,  * 
not  local,  National,  not  State  benefit;'  and  this  was  avowed  to  be  the 
governing  principle  through  the  residue  of  his  administration." 

On  the  27th  of  Ja)iuary,  1829,  the  Hon.  Andrew  Stewart,  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  a  vigorous  speech  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  re|K'lled 
the  i^roposition  that  the  general  government  was  lacking  in  power 
and  authority  to  make  and  preserve  the  road,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing extracts  are  taken  : 

"  Mr.  Stewart  expressed  his  regret  that  gentlemen  had  deemed 
this  a  fit  occasion  to  draw  into  discussion  all  the  topics  connected 
with  the  general  poAver  over  the  subject  of  internal  improvements. 
If  repeated  decisions,  and  the  uniform  practice  of  the  government 
could  settle  any  question,  this,  he  thouglit,  ought  to  be  regarded  as 
settled.  The  foundation  of  this  road  (the  National  or  Cumberland) 
was  laid  l)y  a  report  made  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  present  Governor  of 
Virginia,  in  1802,  and  was  sanctioned  the  next  session  by  a  similar 
report,  made  by  another  distinguished  Virginian  (Mr.  Eandolph),  now 
a  member  of  this  House  —  it  was  the  offspring  of  Virginia,  and  he 
hoped  she  would  not  now  abandon  it  as  illegitimate.  Commenced 
under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  it  had  been  sanctionetl  and 
prosecuted  by  every  president,  and  by  almost  every  Congress,  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.     ^     *     *     * 

"  Without  roads  and  canals,  of  what  avail  was  it  to  the  people  of 
the  West  to  possess  a  country,  abounding  with  all  the  essential  ele- 
ments of  Avealth  and  prosperity  —  of  what  avail  was  it  to  have  a 
country  abounding  with  inexhaustible  mines  of  coal  and  ore;  to  pos- 
sess a  fruitful  soil  and  abundant  harvests,  without  the  means  of  trans- 
porting them  to  the  ])laces  wdiere  they  were  required  for  consumption? 
AVithout  a  market,  the  people  of  the  West  Avere  left  without  a  motive 
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tor  iii(lu>try.  1>\-  deiijiiig  lu  lliis  purlioii  ni'  {hv  I'liioii  llic  advantages 
of  intoroal  improvements,  you  not  only  deprive  them  of  all  tlie  beii- 
eiits  of  g-overnmental  expenditures,  but  you  also  deprive  them  of  the 
advantages  which  nature's  God  intended  for  them.  Possessing  the 
power,  how,  he  asked,  could  any  re])resentative  of  the  interior  or 
western  portions  of  this  Union  vote  against  a  policy  so  essential  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  people  who  sent  him  here  to  guard  llicir  rights, 
and  advance  their  interests?     '-^^     -^     *     '^= 

"The  right  of  this  government  to  construct  such  roads  and 
canals  as  were  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  its  mail,  military,  and 
commercial  powers,  was  as  clear  and  undouhted  as  the  right  to  build 
a  post  office,  construct  a  fort,  or  erect  a  lighthouse.  In  every  point 
of  view  the  cases  were  precisely  similar,  and  were  sustained  and  jus- 
titicd  by  the  same  power.'"     -^     *     '•'     * 

The  ])ower,  said  Mr.  S.,  --to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads," 
iiivolves  the  power  and  duty  of  transporting  the  mail,  and  of  employ- 
ing all  the  means  necessary  for  this  purpose.  The  simple  qnestion. 
then,  was  this  :  Are  roads  necessary  to  carry  the  mail  ?  If  they 
Avere,  Congress  had  expressly  the  right  to  make  them,  and  there  was 
an  end  to  the  question.  Roads  were,  he  contended,  not  only  neces- 
sary to  cai-ry  into  effect  this  power,  btit  they  were  absolutel}"  and  in- 
dispensably necessary;  you  cannot  get  along  without  them,  and  yet 
Ave  are  li'ravelv  told  that  Coni«-ress  have  no  riijht  to  make  a  mail  road, 
or  repair  it  when  made!  That  to  do  so  would  ruin  the  States  and 
produce  consolidation — ^ruin  the  States  by  constrticting  good  roads 
for  theii-  use  and  benefit;  produce  consolidation  by  connecting  the 
distant  ])arts  of  the  Union  l)y  (dieap  and  rapid  modes  of  inter-com- 
inunication.  If  consolidation  meant  to  confirm  and  per])etuate  the 
I'nioii.  be  would  admit  its  application,  but  not  otherwise.  But  Ave 
are  told  that  the  States  will  make  roads  to  carry  the  mails.  This  was 
hogging  the  question.  If  the  States  Avould  make  all  the  i-oads  re- 
([uired  to  carry  into  effect  our  powers,  very  well ;  but  if  they  did  not. 
then  we  may  undoubtedly  make  them  ourselves.  But  it  was  never 
designed  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  that  this  government 
sliould  be  depeihlent  on  the  States  for  the  means  of  executing  its 
]>owers  :  "its  means  were  ade(iuate  to  its  ends."'  This  principle  Avas 
ilistinetly  and  uiianiniously  laid  down  by  tlie  Supremo  Ccturt  in  the 
case  already  referred  to:  "No  trace,"  says  the  Chief  Justice,  -is  to 
be  found  in  the  Constitution  of  an  intention  to  create  a  dejjcndence  of 
the  goA'ernment  of  the  Union  on  the  States  for  the  execution  of  the 
poAvers  assigneil  lo  ii — its  means  are  aile(|uate  to  its  ends.  To  im- 
pose on  it  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  means  it  cannot  control.  Aviuch 
another  government  may  furnish  or  withhold,  would  render  its  course 
])recari(nis.  the  restdt  of  its  measures  uncertain,  and  create  a  depend- 
ence on  other  governments,  Avhich  might  disappoint  the  most  im- 
jiortant  designs,  and  is  incompatilde  with  the  language  of  the  Consti- 
tution." And  this  was  in  perfect  harmony  Aviib  tlu>  constant  and 
unifoi-ni  practice  of  the  gOA-ernment.     -i-     '■'•'     ^ 


48  THK    OJ,l)     I'IKK. 

3ir.  S.  lie'ii'gc'il  geiitlcincii  to  luni  llu'ir  atloiili<;n  tor  a  inouiriit  to 
the  statute  book,  and  see  what  the  practice  of  the  government  liad 
been  ;  what  had  been  ah-eady  done  by  Congress  in  virtue  of  this 
powoi' of  ••establishing  post  offices  and  post  I'oads."  In  1825  an  act  lia<l 
been  passed,  witlioiit  a  word  of  oljjcction,  wlucli  went  infinitely  furlliei' 
than  the  l)ill  under  consideration.  His  colleague  (Mr.  Buchanan) 
was  then  a  member  of  tliis  House,  and.  no  doubt,  voted  for  it.  His 
elo(pience  was  tlien  niufc  —  we  heard  nothing  about  States  rights, 
s[)ectrcs,  and  sedition  laws.  This  ]»ill,  regulating  the  post  office  es- 
tablishment, not  only  created  some  thirty  or  forty  higlily  penal  offences, 
extending  not  onl^'  over  the  Cumberland  Road,  but  over  every  other 
road  in  the  United  States,  punishing  with  severest  sanctions,  even  to 
the  taking  aMay  the  liberty  and  the  lives  of  the  citizens  of  the  States, 
and  requiring  the  State  courts  to  take  coginzance  of  these  offences 
and  inflict  these  punishments.  This  was  not  all :  this  act  not  only 
extended  over  all  the  mail  roads,  but  all  other  roads  j'unning  parallel 
Avith  them,  on  which  all  persons  are  prohibited,  under  a  ])enalty  of 
fifty  dollars,  from  carrying  letters  in  stages  or  other  vehicles  perform- 
ing regular  trips;  and  authorizing,  too,  the  seizure  and  sale  of  any 
pro])erty  found  in  them  for  the  payment  of  the  fines.  The  same 
regulations  applied  to  boats  and  vessels  passing  from  one  town  to 
another.  Compare  that  hill  with  the  one  under  de!)ate.  This  bill 
had  two  01'  three  trifling  ])enalties  of  ten  dollars,  and  was  confined  to 
one  road  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  extent,  made  by  the 
United  States,  Avhile  the  other  act,  with  all  its  fines  and  forfeitures, 
])ains  and  ])enalties.  extended  not  only  to  all  the  mail  roads  in  the 
laiited  States,  but  also  to  all  ])ai'alK"l  j-oads ;  yet  no  com})laint  was 
then  heai'd  about  the  constitutionality  of  this  law,  or  the  dreadful 
consequences  of  carrying  the  citizens  hundreds  of  miles  to  be  ti-ied. 
Undei"  it  no  difficulties  had  ever  l)een  experienced,  and  no  com])laint 
had  ever  been  heai'd.  There  had  1ieen  no  occasion  foi-  appointing 
Ignited  States  .justices  and  creating  federal  courts  to  carry  this  law 
into  effect,  about  which  there  was  so  much  declamation  on  this  occasion  : 
this  was  truly  choking  at  gnats  and  swallowing  camels.  To  take 
away  life  by  virtue  of  the  ])ost  office  power  tor  I'obbing  the  nniil.  is 
nothing;  but  to  iin])ose  a  fine  of  ten  dollai's  foi-  wilfully  destroying  a 
roa<l  which  has  cost  the  govei-nment  a  million  of  dollai's,  is  a  dreadful 
violation  of  State  rights!  An  unheard  of  usurpation,  worse  than  the 
sedition  law  ;  and  went  further  towards  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
than  any  otlu'i-  act  of  the  government.  Such  were  the  declarations 
of  his  colleague;  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  to  give  some  reason  for 
thus  denouncing  this  bill,  aftei-  voting  for  the  act  of  182;").  which  car- 
ried this  same  ])ower  a  hundi'ed  times  further  than  this  bill.  l)oth  as 
regards  the  theatre  of  its  o]»erations.  jind  the  extent  of  its  ])unisli- 
ments.     *     =i^     *     * 

Having  thus  established,  and,  as  lie  thought,  conclusively,  the 
right  to  construct  roads  and  canals  for  mail  and  military  purposes,  he 
came  next  to  say  a  lew  words  on  the  subject  of  those  wdiieh  apper- 
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ttiiiK'tl  iv  the  express  power  of  ••  regulating  eonimei'ee  with  foreign 
nations  and  among  the  several  States."  This  power  carried  with  it,  as 
a  necessary  incident,  the  right  to  construct  commercial  roads  and 
canals.  Fi-om  this  gi-ant  Congress  derived  exactly  the  same  ]»()werto 
make  roads  and  canals  that  it  did  sea-walls,  light-hou.ses,  buoys,  bea- 
cons, etc..  along  the  seaboard.  ii'  the  power  existed  over  the  one  it 
existed  over  the  other  in  every  point  of  view ;  the  cases  were  pre- 
cisely parallel :  it  was  impossible  to  draw  a  distinction  betAveen  them, 
'i'his  ])ower  was  essential  to  every  government  —  there  was  no  govern- 
ment under  the  sun  witliout  it.  All  Avriters  on  national  law  and 
political  economy  considered  the  right  to  construct  roads  and  canals 
as  belonging  to  the  commercial  power  of  all  governments.       -:=     *     * 

There  were  great  artei'ies  of  commuincalion  between  distant 
divisions  of  this  extensive  emj)iri'.  ])assing  through  many  States  or 
bordering  upon  them,  which  the  States  never  could  and  never  woiUd 
make.  These  works  were  emphatically  national,  and  ought  to  lie  ac- 
(•<)m])lished  by  natioiud  means. 

He  instanced  the  road  now  undei'  consideration  —  it  passed 
through  Mai-yland.  Penn.sylvania  and  Virginia,  yet  neither  of  these 
States  would  have  given  a  dollar  to  make  it.  It  ])asscd  mostly  through 
mountainous  and  uniidiabited  regions.  He  adverted  to  the  Potomac. 
Ohio,  and  Mississiji])!  i-ivci-s.  Important  as  these  Avere  to  all  the 
States,  yet  they  were  the  internal  concei'us  of  none  —  they  were  mere 
boundaries  to  which  the  States  would  give  nothing,  while  they  luul 
so  many  objects  exclusively  internal  requiring  all  their  means.  For 
these  reasons  In-  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  |)roject  of  dividing  the 
sur])lus  revenue  of  the  general  governnu'nl  among  the  several  States; 
this  would  be  to  surri'uder  the  national  means  which  the  ])eople  had 
confided  to  this  ])ui"pose  to  nuu-e  local  and  sectional  objects,  while  thosi- 
truly  national  would  remain  foi-e\-ei-  unjirovided  fur.  He  <liil  not 
elaim  \\>v  this  government  the  power  to  make  I'oads  ainl  canals  foi*  all 
pui-poses.  '^i'lie  ])owers  of  this  govei'ument  and  of  the  States  wei'e 
distinct  and  well  defined.  To  the  national  government  belonged, 
under  the  Constitution,  the  powi-r ot  making  national  roads  and  canals 
for  national  ])ur|)oses.  To  the  States  belonged  the  ])owei"  of  ))rovid- 
ing  for  state  and  local  objects.  The  roads  and  canals  ])rojected  and 
executed  liy  the  Slates  and  y)rivate  companies  wei-e  often  highly  im- 
poi'lanl  ill  a  natioiml  ])oint  of  \iew:  and  to  such,  in  his  opinion,  this 
government  ought  always  to  atVord  aid  in  a  pro]»ortion  corresponding 
with  the  interest  the  nation  had  in  t  heir  accomplishment .  When  in- 
dividuals wrvr  willing  to  go  lielbre  and  vest  millions  of  their  pi'ivate 
funds  in  works  strictly  ami  I  rnly  national,  connecting  the  remote  sec- 
tions o(  the  I'nion  toget  her  (  <>f  which  we  had  two  distinct  examples, 
onv  in  this  disli'ict  and  t  he  ot  her  in  a  lu-ighboi-ing  city.  Bait  inun-e). 
could  this  government,  chai-ged  with  the  care  and  guardianship  of  all 
tlie  great  interests  of  the  nation,  look  on  with  coM  inditrcn-ncc?  ^Vas 
it  not  our  duly  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  cncoui'ag*.'.  to  cheer,  and  to 
sustain  them  in  Iheii-  noble  and  patriotic  cll'orts?     *     *     *     * 
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]\]r.  Stewart  .said  lu-  would  now  proceed  to  answer,  as  brietly  as 
possible,  some  leading  argumejits  urged  by  gentlemen  in  opposition 
to  the  bill  under  consideration.  His  colleague  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had 
said  that  this  bill  proposed  a  greater  stretch  of  power  than  the  sedition 
law.  This  was  an  argument  ''ad  captandum  vulgus."  He  would  not 
do  his  colleague  the  injustice  to  suppose  that  he  was  so  ignorant  of  the 
Constitution  of  his  country  as  seriously  to  address  such  an  argument 
to  the  understanding  of  this  House.  The  bill  under  consideration 
was  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  express  power  of  transporting 
the  mail.  What  power  of  this  government  was  the  sedition  law 
intended  to  carry  into  eflPect?  None.  It  was  therefore  not  only 
clearly  unconstitutional  on  this  ground,  but  it  went  directly  to  aljridge 
the  freedom  of  the  press,  and,  of  course,  was  a  plain  and  pal])able 
violation  of  that  provision  in  the  Constitution,  which  declares  that 
'■Congress  shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of 
the  press."  Now,  if  his  colleague  could  shoAV  any  provision  in  the 
Constitution  in  the  slightest  degree  impugning  the  right  of  Congress 
to  pass  this  bill,  then  he  might  have  some  excuse  for  offering  such  an 
argument,  otherwise  he  had  none.  The  gentleman  had,  in  a  very 
laljored  effort,  endeavored  to  prove  that  this  government  had  no  kind 
of  jurisdiction  or  control  w4iatever  over  this  road.  Yet  his  own 
amendment  recognized  the  existence  of  the  very  power  which  he 
denies.  By  his  amendment  he  proposes  what?  That  this  govern- 
ment shall  cede  the  roads  to  the  States,  with  the  poAver  to  erect  gates 
and  collect  as  much  toll  as  was  necessary  to  keep  it  in  repair.  But 
his  whole  argument  went  to  prove  that  Congress  did  not  possess  the 
very  power  which  his  amendment  assumed  and  proposed  to  the 
States.  The  gentleman's  amendment,  and  his  speech  therefore,  were  at 
open  war  Avith  each  other,  and  would  perhaps  both  ])erish  in  the  con- 
flict.    Certaiidy,  both  could  not  survive — one  or  the  other  must  fall. 

The  gentleman,  proceeding  in  his  argument,  had  assumed  prem- 
ises which  nobody  Avould  adniit,  and  then,  with  an  air  of  great  tri- 
umj^h,  he  drew  conclusions  which  even  his  own  in'emises  would  not 
support.  He  takes  for  granted  that  this  government,  Avilh  all  its 
mail,  military,  and  commercial  powers,  has  no  more  right  to  make  a 
I'oad  to  carry  these  powders  into  effect,  through  a  State,  than  any  in- 
dividual possessing  none  of  these  powers  w^ould  have.  Thus,  having 
assumed  what  was  utterly  inadmissible,  he  triumphantly  inquires 
whether  an  individual,  havino-  obtained  leave  to  make  a  road  through 
another's  land,  could  put  np  gates  and  exact  toll  ?  The  gentleman 
says,  surely  not.  But  he  said,  surely  yes,  nnless  expressly  prohibited 
by  the  contract.  Suppose,  bypermission,  I  build  a  mill,  said  Mr.  S.. 
upon  that  gentleman's  estate,  and  construct  a  bridge  and  turn])ike 
road  to  get  to  it,  have  not  I  as  much  right  to  demand  toll  at  the 
bridge  as  at  the  mill?  Most  undoubtedly;  so  that  the  gentlenuin's 
premises  and  his  conclusions  were  alike  fallacious  and  unsound.  This 
l^osition  had  been  taken  by  both  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Barboui'  and  Mr.  Archer),  to  whom  he  would  make  the  same  reply. 
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A  most  extraordinary  arguiuuut  had  been  advanced  against  military 
roads:  the  public  enemy  ma}"  get  possession  of  them  in  war! !  Was 
it  possible  that  an  American  statesman  could,  at  this  time  of  day,  urge 
such  an  argument?  It  might  l>e  addressed  to  a  set  of  timid  savages, 
secure  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness.  The  enemy  get  possession  of 
our  roads,  and  therefore  not  make  them  !  Such  cowardly  ai-guments 
would  deprive  us  of  every  possible  means  of  defence.  The  enemy,  it 
might  be  said  with  equal  propriety,  may  get  our  ships,  our  forts,  our 
cannon,  our  soldiers,  and  therefore  we  ought  not  to  ]jrovide  them. 
What  Avould  the  brave  freemen  of  this  country  sa}^  to  the  men  who 
would  deny  them  roads  to  travel  on,  lest  the  enemy  might  take  them 
from  us  in  war?  They  would  reply,  with  Spartan  magnanimity. 
'•  Let  them  come  and  take  them."     *     *     * 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  jurisdiction  ;  that,  if 
it  existed  at  all,  it  must  be  exclusive ;  that  it  could  not  attach  to  soil, 
and  much  metaphysical  refinement  of  this  sort,  which  had  little  to  do 
with  the  subject.  On  this  ])oint.  the  only  sound  and  ])ractical  rule 
was,  that  this  government  had  a  right  to  assume  such  jurisdiction 
over  their  roads  as  was  necessary  for  their  preservation  and  rejjair  by 
such  means  as  should  be  deemed  most  expedient,  leaving  everything 
beyond  that  to  the  States.  Thus  far  the  Constitution  declared  the 
legislation  of  Congress  to  be  ''the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  anything 
in  the  constitution  and  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  nothwith- 
standing."  This  left  to  the  huvs  of  the  States,  the  right  to  punish 
all  offences  and  other  acts  committed  upon  the  road,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  they  had  occurred  in  any  other  part  of  their  terri- 
tory. Such  had  been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  government  in  exe- 
cuting all  its  powers  up  to  the  present  time,  and  no  coni])laint  had 
ever  been  nuide  or  inconvenience  ex])e)'ienced. 

It  has  been  universally  conceded  on  all  hands  in  tJiis  debate,  that 
the  consent  of  the  States  could  not  confer  any  jurisdiction  oi-  powers 
on  this  government  beyond  what  it  had  derived  from  the  Constitu- 
tion. This  was  too  clear  a  ])ro])Osition  to  admit  of  doubt.  Yet  the 
names  of  Jefferson,  Madison.  Monroe,  and  Gallatin,  were  inti'oihu-ed 
and  i-elied  on.  Did  gentlemen  foi-get  that  ^Ir.  Callatin  was  the  very 
fii'st  man  that  ever  suggested  the  i)lan  for  nuiking  the  Cumberland 
I'oad.  and  that  it  had  been  sanctioned  and  actually  constructed  under 
the  adniinisti'atioiis  of  Jeffer.sf)n.  Madison,  and  Monroe?  Their  opin- 
ions were  thus  ivduced  to  ]»ractice,  which  was  the  best  evidence  in 
the  world  —  •■  B\'  their  fruits  shall  ve  know  them." 


CHAPTER    VIII. 


St<(lc  Aiilhuritii  prcixiilx —  The  Eoail  surrendered  bi/  Cuiigrexn —  77/6'  erection  nf  Toll 
Gatex  authorized —  Commissioners  ixppoinied  bij  the  States  to  receive  the  Road, — 
They  wrangle  over  its  had  condition,  and  demand  that  it  be  j)ut  in  tliorongh 
repair  by  Congress,  be/ore  the  States  will  accej>t  it —  Old  and  familiar  names  of 
the  Coinniissioners  —  The  Road  accepted  by  the  States. 

At  the  session  of  the  year  1831,  the  PeiuiH^'lvania  Leg-ishiture 
])assed  a  bill,  which  was  approved  A])ril  4th,  of  that  3'ear,  b}'  George 
Wolf,  governor,  the  preamble  to,  and  the  tirst.  and  part  of  the  second, 
and  all  of  the  tenth  sections  of  whicli  read  as  follows: 

"Whereas,  that  part  of  the  Cuinl)erland  Eoad  lying  within  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  is  in  many  parts  in  bad  condition  for  want  of 
repaii's,  and  as  donbts  have  been  entertained  whether  the  United 
States  liave  anthority  to  erect  toll  gates  on  said  road,  and  collect  toll; 
and  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  of  this  commonAvealth  are  in- 
terested in  said  road,  and  its  constaid  continuance  and  j)i'cscrvation  ; 
therefore. 

Section  1.  Be  if  ctutctcd  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  eoininoinrealtli  of  Pennsijlcania .  In  (jeneraJ  assembly  met,  and 
it  is  hereby  enaeted  by  authority  of  t lie  same;  That  as  soon  as  the  con- 
sent of  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  have  been  obtained, 
as  hereinafter  provided,  William  F.  Coplan,  David  Downer,  of  Fay- 
ette county,  Stephen  Hill,  Benjamin  Anderson,  of  Washington 
county,  and  Thomas  Endsley.  of  Smithfield,  Somerset  county,  shall 
be,  and  they  are  hereb}'  appointed  commissioners,  a  majority  of  whom 
shall  be  sufficient  to  transact  business,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for 
three  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  after  which  the  right  of  appoint- 
ing said  commissioners  shall  vest  in  the  governor  ot  this  commonwealth, 
to  build  toll  houses,  and  erect  toll  gates  at  suitable  distances  on  so 
much  of  the  Cumberland  Eoad  as  lies  within  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; Provided,  that  if  any  one  or  more  of  the  commissioners  should 
die.  resign,  or  refuse  to  serve,  the  (lovernor  shall  a])point  one  or  more 
other  commissioners  to  fill  the  vacancies  so  luqjpeiiing  ;  Atid  provided, 
also,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the 
(lovernor  from  re-appointing  the  C(^mmissioners  named  in  this  act.  if 
be  thinks  proper. 

Sec.  2,  That  for  the  purj)ose  of  kce])ing  so  much  of  the  said  road 
in  i-epair  as  lies  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  paying  the  ex- 
pense of  collection  and   other  incidental  expenses,  the  commissioners 
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shall  cause  to  be  erected  on  so  much  of  the  road  as  passes  Avithin  this 
State  at  least  six  gates,  and  that  as  soon  as  said  gates  and  toll-houses 
shall  be  erected,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Ihe  toll  collectors,  andthe.y  are 
hereby  requii'cd  to  demand  and  receive  for  passing  the  said  gates,  the 
tolls  hereafter  meiiti(»ned;  and  they  may  stop  any  ]>erson  i-iding.  lead- 
ing or  driving  any  horses,  cattle,  sulky,  chair.  ]»luvt<ni.  cart,  chaise, 
wagon,  sleigh,  sled  oi-  other  carriage  of  Inirden  or  ])leasure  from  jiass- 
ing  through  the  said  gates,  until  they  shall  res])ectively  have  jiaid  for 
jia^sing  the  same,  that  is  to  say:     (Here  follow  the  rates). 

Skc.  10.  That  this  act  shall  not  have  any  force  or  effect,  until 
the  Congress  of  the  Ignited  States  shall  assent  to  the  same,  and  until 
.so  much  of  the  said  road  as  passes  through  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
l)e  first  put  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  aud  an  appropriation  made  by 
Congress  for  erecting  toll-hou.ses  and  toll-gates  thereon,  to  be  expended 
under  t  he  authority  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  this  act :  Pro- 
ridetl,  The  legislature  of  this  State  may  at  any  future  session  thereof, 
change,  alter  or  amend  this  act.  provided  that  the  same  shall  not  be 
so  altered  or  amended,  as  to  reduce  or  increase  the  rates  of  toll  hereby' 
established,  below  or  above  a  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  in- 
cident to  the  preservation  aud  re])air  of  said  road,  for  the  payment  of 
the  fees  or  .salaries  of  the  commissioners,  the  collectors  of  tolls,  and 
other  agents.  Ajid  provided  further,  That  no  change,  alteration,  or 
amendment,  shall  ever  be  adopted,  that  will  in  any  wise  defeat  or 
affect,  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

()hi(j  was  a  little  in  advance  of  Pennsylvania  in  accepting  the 
road,  and  less  exacting  in  her  terms.  The  legislature  of  that  State,  on 
the  4th  of  l-^ebruai-y.  1831.  ])asse(l  an  act  authorizing  the  acce])tance. 
without  re<|uii-ing  that  the  road  should  be  ])ut  in  ri'])airas  a  condition 
precedent.  On  the  23d  of  January.  1832,  Maryland,  by  an  act  of  her 
legislatui-e.  agreed  to  accept  the  road  upon  the  same  condition  recpiired 
hy  Pennsylvania,  and  on  the  Ttli  of  February.  1S32.  A'irginia  accepted 
in  an  act  similar  to  that  of  Ohio.  On  the  3(1  of  July.  1H32.  Congri'ss 
declaivd  its  assent  to  the  aliove  uu-ntioned  laws  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  in  these  woi-ds:  -To  which  acts  the  assent  of  the  Fnited 
States  is  heivby  given,  to  remain  in  lorce  (lurinii'  the  jileasure  of  Con- 
gi'ess."  and  on  the  2d  of  .Mai'cli.  is;;;;.  assented  t<i  the  act  oj  ^"ii'ginia 
wit  li  a  similar  limitation. 

Ja.m  .\KV    1!'.   1s;j3. 

i;i:Fi:i;i!r,i)  td  'imii-:  ("():\i.MriTi;i-;  of  tiif  wiioff   hot'sk.   to 

WlIK  II    IS    CO.M.Miri"]:!)    151bb    No.   L'-Ji. 

'In   f/ic    Senate,   (did    FIoiisc  of   li('pre><eiitiitircs  <f  the  United   States    in 

Congre.s'i  assemh/cd  .■ 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  represent  (hat  they  lia\e  been  ap- 
pointed commissioners,  under  the  ait  of  (he  Legislatun- of  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  {U*ce))t  from  the  general  government  so  much  of  the  Cumber- 
land   Road  as  lies  within  the  limits  o|    that  State,  and  erect  loll    gates 


5-1-  THE    (11,1)     I'llvK. 

as  soon  as  it  is  put  in  such  a  state  of  repair  as  is  reciiiircil  liv  the  ])it)- 
visions  of  tliat  act.  That  the^y  have  every  disposition  to  relieve  tlie 
•j-overnnieut  from  the  burden  of  tlie  i-oad,  so  soon  as  they  can  feel 
theinselves  justified,  iindei"  the  law,  in  doing-  so;  but  they  beg  leave 
to  respectfully  i-epresent  that  the  road  has  not  yet  liccn  ]>ut  in  that 
condition  that  would  enable  them  to  accept  of  it. 

On  some  parts  no  more  than  six  inches,  and  west  of  the  Mouou- 
gahela  i-iver,  three  inches  only  of  metal  have  been  put  iipon  it,  and  it 
is  apparent  that  this  Avill  be  totally  insufficient  to  ])reserve  it  under 
the  heavy  travel  upon  that  road.  Besides,  the  bi'idges  tlirougliout 
the  whole  road  remain  untouched.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is 
impossible  for  us,  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty,  to  acce])t  of  it ;  and 
we  would  most  earnestly  but  res])ectfully  urge  iipon  Congress  the 
propriety  of  making  such  an  ajipropriation  as  will  complete  the  re- 
pairs in  a  substantial  mannei'.  as  required  by  the  act  of  our  own  leg- 
islature. "We  Avill  not  undertake  to  prescribe  the  amount  which  may 
l)e  necessary;  but,  to  satisfy  .your  honorable  bodies  that  we  are  dis- 
posed to  go  as  far  as  the  faithful  discharge  of  oiir  duty  will  permit, 
we  hereby  pledge  ourselves,  so  soon  as  Congress  shall  make  an  appro- 
priation of  so  much  money  as  may  be  estimated  by  the  department 
as  necessary  for  that  })urpose,  to  accept  of  the  road,  and  have  toll 
gates  erected  without  delay.  We,  therefore,  beg  leave  most  respect- 
fully to  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  bodies  to  determine 
Avhether  it  will  be  better  to  make  the  necessary  appropriation  to  jus- 
tify us  in  accepting  the  road,  and  relieving  the  government  from  all 
future  charge,  or  to  keep  it  in  its  present  state,  subject  to  annual  ap- 
pr<»]>i'iati()ns  for  its  ])reservation.  as  heretofore. 

TIIO.  EXDSLEY. 
STEPHEX  HILL. 
DAVID  DOWNER. 
WILLIAM  F.  COPLAN. 
January  7.  1835.  BENJAMIN  ANDERSON. 

To  the  Honorahlc  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  VI  Congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  represent  that  thev  have  been 
a])pointed  commissioners,  under  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  to  report  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  said  State  when 
that  part  of  the  Cumberland  Road  which  lies  within  the  limits  of  said 
State  shall  have  been  put  in  that  state  of  repair  contemplated  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  and  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
agreeing  to  receive  the  road  and  to  keep  it  in  repair ;  that  they  will 
with  great  pleasure  report  the  road  to  the  Governor  and  Council  the 
moment  they  can  with  propriety  do  so.  And  they  beg  leave  to  rep- 
resent that  they  feel  authorized  to  say  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
will,  with  great  ])leasure,  authorize  them  to  receive  the  road  whenever 
it  shall  be  put  in  that  condition  which  would  justify  the  State  in  ac- 
cepting it.     They  further  represent  that  the  road  has  not  yet  been 
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])Ut  in  that  condition  that  would  justify  tlicni  in  advising  the  State 
to  veeeive  it.  On  some  parts  of  the  road  no  more  than  three  and  a 
half  inches  of  metal  has  heeii  ]iut.  and  it  is  evident  that  this  covering- 
will  he  totally  insntlicient  to  ])reserve  it  in  a  fit  state  for  use  under  the 
heavy  travel  which  is  constantly  passing  over  it.  The  hi-idges  also, 
throughout  the  whole  distance,  remain  in  a  ruinous  and  dila])idated 
condition.  They  fiiiiht  r  respectfully  represent  that  the  new  location 
fi-om  ("unilierlan<l.  through  the  narrows  of  Wills  creek  and  along  Brad- 
docks  run.  a  distance  of  u])wards  of  six  miles,  has  had  hut  three  and 
a  half  inches  of  metal  upon  it;  and  the  l)ridge  over  Wills  creek  and 
the  hridges  over  Braddock's  run  were  to  ho  ])ermanent  stone  struc- 
tures, hy  the  act  of  Assembly  of  Maryland,  anf  hoi-i/j"ng  the  Pi-esident 
to  change  the  location  of  the  road.  The  undersigned  are  also  ad- 
vised that  it  is  contemplated  hy  the  superintendent  to  put  up  wooden 
■^Iruct  uiH's  \'i>v  hridges.  in  Vwn  of  the  stont'  hridges  reijuired  hy  the  act 
iif  Assemhlv  ot"  ^laryland.  authorizing  the  change  in  tlu'  location  of 
the  road,  which  would  he  in  direct  violation  of  that  act.  They  further 
re]U'esent  that  the  flooi-s  of  woo<len  liridges  must  he  removed  ever}" 
two  or  three  years,  and  the  whole  structure  of  the  bridges  themselves 
niu^t  he  built  evei'v  twenty  or  twenty-five  yeai's. 

Undei-  these  circumstances  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  under- 
signed, in  till'  discharge  of  their  duty,  to  recommend  to  the  State  the 
acceptance  of  the  road.  And  they  would  most  earnestlj' but  respect- 
fully ui"ge  u])on  Congress  the  ]jro])riety  of  making  such  an  appropri- 
ation as  will  be  sutticient  to  complete  the  repairs  on  the  old  road,  and 
to  finish  the  new  location  in  a  sul)stantial  manner,  as  contemplated 
and  required  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland.  The  under- 
signed will  not  undci-take  to  jjrescribe  the  sum  which  may  bo  neces- 
sary for  this  purpo.se;  but,  to  satisfy  your  honorable  Itodics  that  they 
are  disposed  to  go  as  far  as  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty  will 
]»ermit,  they  hereby  pledge  themselves  that  so  soon  as  Congress  shall 
make  an  a])))ropi'iation  of  so  much  money  as  may  lie  estimated  l»y  the 
dcjtartment  as  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the  old 
road,  and  the  finishing  of  the  road  on  the  new  location,  together  with 
the  construction  of  permanent  stone  bridges,  they  will  forthwith  re- 
poi't  to  the  Covi'i'noi-  and  Council  the  state  of  the  road,  and  recom- 
mend that  the  Slate  ivceive  such  pai't  of  the  road  as  may  be  com- 
])leted.  and  to  collect  tolls  on  it  to  keep  it  in  rcpaii'.  thereby  i-c^lieving 
the  United  States  from  any  further  ex])ense  for  rej)airs  on  such  part. 
They  further  beg  leave  most  resjicctfully  to  submit  to  the  wisdom  of 
your  honorable  bodies  to  determine  whether  it  will  be  betlei-  to  maki- 
the  necessary  aj)])i'o]iriat ion  to  enable  them  lo  recommend  the  road  as 
ill  a  tit  c()ndition  to  lie  receiveil  by  the  Slate,  ami  thus  relieve  the 
governnu-nl  from  any  I'lirthei-  bnnlen.  or  to  let  it  remain  in  its  pres- 
ent state,  subject  to  ap])ropi-iat ions  for  its  preservation,  as  heretofore 

.lOilN    HOYE. 
MHSIIKCK    FROST. 
Commissioners  of  the  Stale  ot'  Mar\land. 
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On  April  1,  1835,  Pennsylvania  accepted  the  road  in  the  follow- 
iiiL!,-  Itrief  terms,  embodied  in  the  third  section  of  an  act  of  her  legislature 
ot  that  date  :  "  The  surrender  by  the  United  States  of  so  much  of  the 
(*uml)erland  Eoad  as  lies  Avithin  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  hereby 
accepted  by  this  State,  and  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  under 
this  act  are  authorized  to  erect  toll  ii'atcs  on  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
said  road,  at  such  time  as  they  niay  deem  it  expedient  to  do  so."" 

Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Ohio  also  accepted  the  road,  and  thence- 
forth it  was.  and  remains  undei"  the  control  of  the  several  States 
tlu'ouii'li  which  it  ])asses. 


niAPTKIi    IX. 


I'liin  of  Jiijjairs —  'I'lif  Macadaiii  Si/!<tiin  adoptdl  —  Mr.  Stockton  offers  /(w  ^rriccx  — 
Ca])t.  Ddufii'hl  made  Superintendent  —  Tlie  Road  in  a  bad  condition  —  Perinia- 
xiuii  axkid  to  deviate  from  inMnictions,  and  refmed —  Capt.  Giearj/  lifted  the  old 
mad.  lieil  liidiseriinlnateli/  —  First  defects  to  be  remedied  —  Lieut.  Mansfield  at 
Viiioittoirn  —  plan  emphadzed  in  notices  for  contract.-^  —  Free pa-^sarje  for  iraler 
(I   lirxl  eonKideratiun . 

Engineer  Department. 

Washington.  .July '2:].   1882. 

Jj.  .} .  K.  F.  Miinsjield,  Corps  of  Engineers: 

SiK:  By  direction  nf  tlie  Secretary  of"  War.  you  have  Ix'cii  as- 
si<i;iK'il.  U'iii])()rarily.  to  the  su])ei'iiiteii(leiK-e  of  \]\r  rejiairs  of  the 
Cuinl»erhiii(l  lioad  east  of  the  (.)hio  river;  and  in  llie  discharge  of 
your  <hi(ies  in  this  capacity,  you  will  be  governed  by  the  following 
inst  met  ions  : 

1st.'  Respecting  the  parts  to  be  repaired.  The  extreme  limits 
within  which  your  ojiei-ations  will  be  contined  are.  the  ])oint  of  inter- 
section ol'  the  r(»a<l  with  the  western  bouiKhuy  line  of  llie  State  of 
I'enns^'lvania.  and  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland  :  the  divid- 
ing line  Ijetween  these  States  will  be  considered  as  dividing  the  line 
of  the  I'oad  to  be  re])airod  into  two  divisions,  and  the  division  within 
tile  State  of  Pennsylvania  will  Ik-  sulnlivided  into  six  i'(|ual  sections, 
and  that  within  t  he  State  of  Maryland,  into  two:  then,  having  made 
a  thorough  examination  of  each  of  these  sections,  with  a  view  to  make 
yourself  ac(^|iniinte<l  with  their  exact  condition,  you  will  classity  them 
in  the  order  of  tlK'ir  cididition.  placing  the  worst  tirst.  the  ne.\l  worst 
secon<i.  and  so  on.  making  the  best  the  last,  ^'on  will  then  make  an 
estinuite  for  the  repairs  of  each  of  these  sections,  to  ascei'tain  how  far 
t he  ap])i"opriation.  which  is  one  hundi'ed  and  tifly  thousand  d(»llars. 
will  go  toward  repairing  the  whole  road.  Separate  contracts  will 
then  lie  made  I'or  executing  the  repairs,  commencing  with  No.  1.  ami 
passing  regularly  through  the  sections,  as  classilit-d.  to  the  best  sec- 
lion:  and  these  repairs  will  be  jirosecuted  with  as  much  despatch  as 
(he  nature  of  the  case  will  allow.  Shoidil  yon  (h'cm  it  adxisabh'.  in 
K'ttingoni  these  .sections,  to  retain  any  portion  of  lliem  which  may 
set'm  to  re(|uire  but  slight  repairs,  and  which  repairs  could  be  ex- 
ecuted with  greater  i-conomy  l>y  having  overseei's  and  laborers  to  act 
umU'i'  your  immediate  dii-ection.  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so.  bearing 
in   mind,  how fver.  that  wiienevertlie  repaii's  of  1  he  road  can   l)e  nnnle 
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with  t'cjual  cc(>in)iny,  it  is  the  wisii  oi'  thu  dcpartiaciit  that  tlicy  .sliuuld 
be  made  hy  contract.  As  soon  as  one  or  more  of  these  sections  arc 
finished,  you  w  ill  notify  tlie  coiinnissioners  a])])ointed  to  receive  this 
I'oad  by  the  laws  of  Pennsjdvania  and  ^lai-ylaiid,  a]t])roved.  tliat  of 
tlie  former  on  tlie  4th  day  of  April,  1S31,  and  tliat  oi'  tlie  latter  on 
file  4th  day  of  January,  1832,  that  these  sections  are  ready  to  l)e 
turned  over  to  the  State,  and  you  will  accordingly  turn  them  over. 

2d.  Respecting  the  mode  of  repairs.  In  order  to  insure  efficient 
and  permanent  repairs,  they  are  to  be  made  on  that  whieh  is  called 
the  Macadam  system;  that  is  to  say,  the  pavement  ot  the  old  road 
must  be  entirely  broken  ujj,  and  the  stones  removed  from  the  road  ; 
the  bed  of  which  must  then  be  raked  smooth,  and  made  nearly  flat, 
having  a  rise  of  not  more  than  three  inches  from  the  side  to  the 
center,  in  a  road  thirty  feet  wide;  the  ditches  on  each  side  of  the 
road,  and  the  drains  leading  from  them,  are  to  be  so  const ructcd  that 
the  Avater  cannot  stand  at  a  higher  level  than  that  which  is  eighteen 
inches  below  the  lowest  part  of  the  surface  of  the  road  ;  and.  in  all 
cases,  when  it  is  practicable,  the  drains  should  lie  adjusted  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  lead  the  water  entirely  from  the  side  ditches.  The 
culverts  are  to  be  cleared  out,  and  so  adjusted  as  to  allow  the  free 
passage  of  all  water  that  may  tend  to  cross  the  roatl. 

Having  thus  formed  the  bed  of  the  road,  cleane(l  out  the  ditches 
and  culverts,  and  adjusted  the  side  drains,  the  stone,  reduced  to  a  size 
not  exceeding  four  ounces  in  weight,  must  be  spread  on  with  shovels, 
and  raked  smooth.  The  old  material  should  be  used  only  when  it  is 
of  sufficient  hardness,  and  no  clay  or  sand  must  be  mixed  Avith  the 
stone. 

In  replacing  the  covering  of  stone,  it  will  Ije  found  best  to  hi}'  it 
on  in  strata  of  about  three  inches  thick,  admitting  the  travel  for  a 
short  interval  on  each  layer,  and  interposing  such  obstructions  from 
time  to  time  as  will  insure  an  e(pial  travel  over  every  portion  of  the 
road  ;  taking  care  to  keep  persons  in  constant  attendance  to  rake  the 
surface  when  it  becomes  uneven  by  the  action  of  the  wheels  of  cai-- 
riages.  In  those  parts  of  the  road,  if  any,  where  materials  of  good 
quality  cannot  be  obtained  from  the  road  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
attbrd  a  course  of  six  inches,  new  stone  must  be  procured  to  make  U]) 
the  deficiency  to  that  thickness;  but  it  is  unnecessary,  in  any  ])art. 
to  ])ut  on  a  covering  of  more  than  nine  inches.  None  1tu(  limestone, 
flint  or  granite,  should  be  used  for  the  covering,  if  practicable;  and 
no  covering  should  be  placed  upon  the  bed  of  the  road  till  it  has  be- 
come well  compacted  and  thoroughly  dried.  At  proper  intervals,  on 
the  slopes  of  hills,  drains  or  ])aved  catch-watei'S  must  ]»e  made  across 
the  road,  when  the  cost  of  constructing  culverts  would  render  their 
use  inexpedient.  These  catch-waters  must  be  made  with  a  gradual 
curvature,  so  as  to  give  no  jolts  to  the  wheels  of  carriages  passing 
over  them  ;  but  whenever  the  expense  will  justify  the  introduction 
of  cidverts,  they  will  be  used  in  preference;  and  in  all  cases  where 
the  Avater  crosses  the  road,  either  in  catch-waters  or  under  culverts, 
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suftic-ient  })avements  and  overfalls  must   be   constructed   tu    iiru\i<U' 
aii'aiust  the  possibility  of  the  road  or  banks  beiuii;  washed  away  iiy  it. 

The  masonry  of  the  bridi^es.  culverts,  and  side  walls,  must  l»e  iv- 
liaired.  when  it  may  l)e  re(|uired,  in  a  substantial  manner,  and  cai'e 
must  be  taken  that  the  mortar  u.sed  be  of  good  (|uality.  without  ad- 
mixture of  raw  clay.  All  the  masonry  to  be  well  jjointed  with  hy- 
draulic mortar,  ami  in  no  case  must  the  pointiui;"  be  ])ut  on  after  tlic 
middle  of  October  ;  all  nuisonrv  tinishecl  after  this  time  will  be  well 
covered,  and  jjointed  early  in  the  following  spring.  Care  must  be 
taken,  also,  to  provide  means  tor  carrying  otf  the  water  from  the 
bases  of  walls,  to  prevent  the  action  of  frost  on  their  foundations ; 
and  it  is  highly  important  that  all  foundations  in  masonry  should  be 
\\r\\  pointed  with  hydraulic  mortar  to  a  de]>th  of  eighteen  inches  be- 
low the  surface  of  the  groumi. 

As  the  laws  on  the  subject  of  this  road  do  not  seem  to  justiiy  a 
<leviation  from  the  original  location,  you  will  be  careful  to  contine 
your  o]»erations  to  the  road  as  you  find  it  located:  but,  as  it  is  be- 
lieved that  its  axis  may  be  dro))])ed  without  adding  much  to  the  ex- 
])ense  in  those  places  where  its  inclination  with  the  horizon  exceeds 
four  degrees,  you  are  authorized,  under  the  exercise  of  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, to  make  this  change. 

In  making  your  contracts,  it  must  lie  understood  that  you  are  to 
have  the  general  sui)ervision  of  their  execution,  and  that  it  will  be 
your  duty  to  see  that  all  lal^or  and  materials  ( ])rovided  for  I»y  them) 
I'c  applied  in  I  lie  most  faithful  and  subsf  ant  ial  nianiicr.  These  con- 
tracts must  ])rovide  in  their  specifications  for  all  the  work'  that  can 
be  anticipatetl.  and  should  it  happen  that  additional  stipulations  are 
atterwards  found  to  be  necessary  for  either  workmanship  or  sup]»lieR 
not  oi'iginally  i)ro\idcd  for,  the  facts  must  be  reported  to  this  dcpai-f- 
mcnt.  anil,  with  its  appi'obation.  if  obtained,  new  contracts  will  be 
nuule  for  the  additional  services  and  supj)lies  I'cquired  ;  and  it  must 
be  distinctly  understood  by  the  contractors  that  no  payment  will  be 
nia<lc  foi-  work  not  jiroviilcil  W)]-  li\-  their  contracts. 

Mr.  L.W.  Stockton,  of  rniontown,  has  been  engaged  on  this  road 
and  is  intimately  ac(|nainted  with  every  part  of  it,  as  well  as  with  the 
adjacent  country:  an<l.  as  he  has  offered  his  services,  you  would  do 
Well  to  c;dl  Upon  liini  and  asail  \oiirsell' oi  llieni  in  any  ca|iacil\  thai 
may  seem  to  _\'on  hesl . 

As  soon  as  it  can  he  done,  a  draw  iiig  of  I  lie  whole  road,  w  il  li  dv- 
tails  of  const  ruction,  will  l>e  forwai'ded.  lo  be  lilcci  in  this  ofHce. 

Vou  will  take  n|i  your  lieadi|uai'tcrs  at  au\'  jioinl  (Ui  llic  road 
wheiH-  youi'  services  may  ajipear  to  \-on  lo  hi'  most  needeil  ;  and.  a> 
soon  as  _\-ou  shall  have  c(im|tleted  such  an  examiiuUion  of  the  roail  as 
will  ])lace  \<)n  in  [K)ssession  of  the  infornuiticm  lu'ce.ssary  to  draw  n|i 
the  spi'cifical  iou'^  to  yoiu"  cunt  racl^-.  \  on  will  iiixile  |ii'o|io>als  for  l  Ik  pse 
contracts  through  the  puhlic  priiit>.  'I'lu'se  I'ont  racts  w  ill  he  close<| 
with  as  lillle  delay  as  the  interest  of  the  road  will  allow,  when  the 
Work   will  he  commenced,  and  the  conl  racts,  togel  her  with  llu'  pro|ier 
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L'sliiiiati's.  lurwurcled  io  ihi.s  utllco.  For  llu'  nuHk-  of  maUinii'  tlu-sc 
estimates,  keeping  3'ouv  accounts,  and  conducting  your  coiTespondcncc 
witli  this  office,  yon  an-  referretl  to  tlie  regulations  of  tlie  Engineer 
J)e])artinont. 

Captain  Delafield  has  been  assigneil  to  the  y)ermanent  sii|k  rin- 
tendence  of  the  re])airs  of  this  road,  and  lias  lie-cn  directed  to  Join 
you  on  or  before  the  Ist  of  October  next.  Von  will,  therefore,  imnie- 
diatelv  on  his  arrival,  turn  over  to  him  these  instructions,  together 
w  ith  all  the  papers  and  public  property  that  may  be  in  your  ])()sses- 
sion  relating  to  the  road.  As  soon  as  you  shall  have  compU'tcfl  ihe 
necessary  examinations  on  the  road,  you  will  commence  and  eonliinic 
the  re]xiirs  simultaneously  in  both  States. 

You  will  make  application  for  such  instruments  and  funds  as 
ii\ay  jipjx'ar  necessary  to  enable  you  to  execute  the  foregoing  instruc- 
tions. I  am.  kc. 

C.  GRATIOT, 

Brigadier  General. 


CuMnKHi.ANi),  Ml).,  August  1,   1832. 

Sir:  I  have  this  evening  returned  from  a  general  reconnoissance 
of  the  road  in  this  State.  I  find  the  road  in  a  shocking  condition,  and 
every  rod  of  it  will  require  great  repair ;  some  of  it  is  now^  almost 
impassable.  I  ])urpose  leaving  here  to-morrow,  on  a  particular 
measurement  and  survey  of  the  road  as  it  is.  ami  the  requisites  to  ]tut 
it  in  complete  repair. 

The  object  of  this  conuuunication  is  to  request  to  be  permitted 
to  deviate,  according  to  circumstances,  from  so  much  of  my  instruc- 
tions as  re(|uires  the  old  bed  in  all  cases  to  be  lifted,  aiid  the  rise  in 
the  midtlle  three  inches  ;  for  there  are  parts  of  the  road  Avhere  the  lo]) 
of  the  old  bed  is  full  low^,  and  where  it  w411  be  more  expensive,  and 
less  firm,  to  remove  the  old  bed  and  till  in  with  earth,  than  to  bi'ing 
stone  and  Macadamize  on  the  t(q)  of  the  old  bed  to  the  thickness  of 
nine  inches;  and  there  are  cases  on  the  sides  of  the  mountains  Avhei'c 
a  greater  rise  than  three  inches,  such,  for  instance,  as  some  parts  of  it 
now  have,  which  is  more  advantageous  than  a  less  one  to  contine  the 
water  to  the  gutters  in  cases  of  torrents,  and  thereby  preventing  a 
general  sweep  over  the  whole  road,  which  would  carry  off  the  smallest 
stutf  of  a  Macadamized  road. 

The  repairs  made  by  Mr.  Giesey,  about  two  years  since,  luive  the 
radical  fault  resulting  from  having  lifted  the  old  i-oad  indiscriminately, 
and  not  giving  sufficient  rise  to  the  center  for  a  mountainous  country. 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

A'ci'v  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.   K.  F.  MANSFIELD, 

Lieut,  of  Engineers. 
Gen.  Chas.  Gratiot,  Chief  Engineer. 


THE    OM)    I'IKE.  61 

KxciiNEER  Department. 

Washington.  August  l*.  1882. 

Sir:  Your  lettor  of  llio  1st  instant.  iv(|Uestin<i;  pernusvion  to  dc- 
viuto,  ac'cordiuijr  to  cireunistauees,  from  so  much  of  the  instructions 
of  \])v  <lepartmont  to  you.  on  the  suhject  of  tlie  re])airs  of  the  Cum- 
berhunl  IJoail.  as  requires  the  okl  ]'i>a<l  in  ail  eases  to  he  lifteil.  and 
the  rise  in  the  middle  to  be  made  three  inches,  has  heen  uiidei-  con- 
sideration, ami  r  have  to  inform  you  that  this  ])ermissi<)n  cannot  he 
<i'i'ante<l. 

In  wilhlmldini'-  the  sanction  ot  the  deiiartnienl  to  an\'  deviation 
from  the  j)rominent  features  <if  your  instructions  on  thesidiject  of 
these  rejKiirs,  it  may.  perhaps,  be  proper  to  state,  for  your  infoi-nia- 
tiou.  the  views  of  the  department  on  this  subject. 

By  referring  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Weaver,  a  printed  cojty  of 
which  you  have  in  your  possession,  who  made  an  examination  of  the 
C'uml)erlaud  Koad  in  1827,  you  will  ])erceive  that  the  mode  of  con- 
structing it  was  that  of  digging  a  trench,  or  of  sinking  the  bed  of  the 
road  below  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground  ;  that  this  trench  M'as 
tilled  with  large  stones,  and  that  these  were  covered  with  stones  a 
size  smaller,  and  .so  on.  By  this  construction,  it  was  intended  that 
the  weight  of  tlie  carriages  passing  over  the  road  should  be  sup])orted 
l)y  the  large  stones,  and  that  the  smallei-  stones  were  only  intended 
to  present  an  even  surface  for  the  easy  i)assage  of  vehicles  over  it. 
The  great  objections  to  this  construction  are.  that  the  bed  l)eing  lower 
than  the  surface  of  the  ground  on  each  side,  the  ditches  can  hardlv 
ever  be  sunk  sufKciently  deep  to  intercei)t  the  ])assage  of  water  from 
the  ground  adjacent  to  the  road  to  the  ditch  ov  trendi  in  which  the 
road  is  made  :  this  water,  by  keeping  the  bed  constantly  wet.  would 
cause  the  heavy  stones  of  the  tirst  layer  to  sink  into  the  ground,  and 
thus  break  u])  the  surface  of  the  road,  and  allow  the  free  passage  of 
watt')'  through  the  covering  itself.  In  tlie  wintt-r.  the  frost  acting 
upon  the  he(l,  I'undered  wet  by  the  tree  passagt' of  water  to  it  in  every 
direction,  wouhl  heave  the  stones  to  such  a  degree  that  the  road  in  a 
little  time  would  be  perl'ectly  impassable;  and  if  any  evidence,  in 
addition  to  that  presented  by  the  testimony  of  tlu'  most  experienced 
and  a])proved  road  buildei's.  were  necessary  to  convince  the  depart- 
ment tliat  the  ])resent  dila]>idated  state  of  the  road  under  your 
charge  is  owing  entirely  to  the  o])eration  of  the  causes  above  alluded 
to,  it  is  believed  that  that  evidence  is  found  in  the  report  made  Ity 
Capt.  Delatield.  who  inspected  the  ri'pairs  of  this  road  nnide  by  Mi-. 
Giesey.  By  ])ursuing  tiie  coui'se  suggested  in  your  letter,  it  is  be- 
lieved thai  1  liese  objections  and  diiliculties  would  still  obtain,  and  llial 
in  a  little  time.  howeviT  failhtnlly  the  re])airs  might  he  made  on  tlu> 
to])  of  the  lai'ge  stones,  the  road  would  be  in  as  bad  order  as  it  is  at 
present,  since  the  great  cause  ot  these  evils  would  i-einain.  viz.  :  that 
of  having  the  bed  which  supj)orts  the  .stones,  and  which  in  fact  should 
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l>o  the  real  support  of  the  trattie  on  the  road,  lower  than   the  neigh- 
horiuir  irrouml. 

It  is  the  inteutiou  ot  the  department  that  the  defects  of  the  tirst 
construction  of  the  i^oad  shall  be  remedied  in  its  repair,  and  as  it  is  lie- 
lieved  that  the  adoption,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  of  the  Macadam 
system,  in  all  its  im]iortant  features,  presents  the  only  means  ol" 
etfeciiniT  this  remedy,  and  as  this  system  forms  the  basis  of  your  in- 
structions, it  is  recommended  that  they  be  departed  from  as  little  as 
possible. 

It  is  by  no  means  the  intention  of  the  department  to  take  from 
vou  all  discretion  in  the  discharge  of  \our  duties:  such  a  coui-se 
Avould  defeat  the  object  had  in  view  in  sending  an  officer  of  engineei"s 
on  the  road :  but  it  is  believed  to  be  highly  important  that  the  exer- 
cise of  this  discretion  should  be  limited  to  an  extent  that  will  insure 
the  adoption  of  such  principles  and  rules  as  cannot  fail  to  render  these 
repairs  permanent.  For  these  principles  and  rules,  you  are  referred 
to  Mr.  Macadams  work  on  the  construction  and  repaii-s  of  roads,  a 
copy  of  which  is  in  your  possession.  In  removing  the  metal  from  the 
old  road,  whenever  hollows  present  themselves  iu  the  old  bed.  it  is 
recommended  that  they  be  filled  with  earth :  indeed,  the  whole  bed 
of  the  road  should  be  elevated,  and  its  form  given  to  it.  before  any 
oi^  the  covering  of  stone  be  replaced.  The  earth  necessary  for  this 
may  be  taken  fi'om  the  ditches,  or  even  from  the  siles  of  the  road, 
where  it  can  be  done  without  encroaching  upon  the  privileges  of  per- 
sons residing  on  the  road.  I  am.  ^^c.  i^e.. 

C.  GT?ATH)T. 
Lt.  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield. 

Corps  of  Eugineei's,  Uniontowu,  Pa. 

KXTRACT.S  FROM  NOTICES  FOR  COXTRACTS. 

PLAN    OF    REPAIRS. 

The  plan  for  repair  is  to  lift  the  pavement  of  the  old  road  iu  all 
cases,  and  deposit  the  stoue  off  the  bed :  then  to  repau-  the  culverts, 
clear  the  drains,  ditches,  and  cidverts.  so  as  to  admit  the  free  pa.ssage 
of  water,  and  graduate  the  bed  of  the  road,  so  that,  when  well  packed 
by  travel  or  other  means,  it  will  be  three  inches  higher  in  the  middle 
than  at  either  side,  for  a  bed  of  thirty  feet.  Having  thus  formed  the 
bed  of  the  road,  the  hard  stone  (if  there  be  any)  of  the  old  road, 
broken  to  a  size  not  exceeding  four  ounces,  is  to  be  placed  on  the  bed 
of  the  road  to  a  breadth  of  tweutv  feet,  and  a  thickness  not  exceediuic 
nine  inches,  and  in  cases  where  there  is  a  deficiency  of  the  old 
material,  limestone  or  whinstone  is  to  be  procured  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency to  the  required  thickness  of  nine  inches.  Catch -watei"S  au«l 
hollow-Avays  to  be  permanently  constructed  on  the  sides  of  huls.  and 
at  other  places  where  it  will  be  thought  necessary  by  the  superin- 
tending engineer,  but  in  no  case  to  exceed  one  in  everv  twelve  rods. 
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III  tlios^e  ftCftioii^  where  llicee^  of  liitheilu  .MaeaUaiiiized   lua'l  aiv  in- 
cluded, the  .sand  is  to  l»c  taken  olK  and.  belore-  new  inetal  is  added. . 
the  .surface  loo.sened  willi  a  jjick.     TIjc  metal  added  to  be  three  inches 
thick  in  the  ca.ses  heretofore  Macadamized. 

JOS.  K.  V.  MAX.SFIELJ). 

f.,ieulenant  (/orjis  of  Eiiirineers. 


J-.M  -l.N  Lhll    J  )LJ'AKTMEXT. 

WA5HIX<iTON.  Au<ru>t  1^7.    \>>'.j'l. 

.S</-;  J  have  to  acknowledire  the  receipt  of  youi"  letter  <>f  the  24lli 
in.-'-t..  inclosin<jf  twf)  printed  advertisements  for  jirojiosals  to  cunti-aet 
lor  the  rejjairs  of  tlie  Cumberland  Koad  under  your  charge. 

In  answer,  the  dejiariment  would  call  your  attention  to  your  re- 
marks uii'iej-  the  head    •  Plan  of  Jiepairs."  an<l  would  sutrgVNt  that,  in- 
stead of  removing  the  stones  from   the  bed  of  the  road   before  the 
ii-ain.-..  ilitches.  and  culverts  are  put  in  repair,  to  allow  the  free  jmssagc 
f  water  from  the  road,  this  latter  operation  should   be  tirst  attended 
•>.  to  the  en<l  that  the  removal  of  the  stone  from  the  road  might    b«' 
tiected  without   the  fear  of  lieing  annoyed   by  the  accumulation  of 
vater  from  heavy  rains.     Besides,  thus  jirejtaring  the  drains,  ditches. 
\i-..  in  the  fir>t   jdace.  would  enuljle  the  bed  to  become  jierfectly  dry 
by  the  time  the  stones  are  ]ire]»ared  to  be  rej)laced. 

I  am.  &c.. 

C.  GKATIOT. 


c 


Lt.  J.  K.  F.  Man.-Held. 

Corps  of  Engineers.  L'nionlown.  Pa. 


CHAPTER   X 


Lii'dt.  Muw<field  fapn-^cih'd  hi/  Caj)f.  Dclafidd — The  Tiiniiiiij  of  ]\'(lh  Moiuitaiii  — 
Canfficfuf^  not  Propcrbj  In»ti'ii<ied — Capt.  Dehijkld  HiiggcMx  a  Clmngi'  of 
Plan,  and  enfojxes  Jiin  Vieics  hij  Cojjioun  Quotations  from  Macadam — He  Ik 
Permitted  to  exercise  Jiis  own.  Discretion — Too  \nuch  sand  between  Uniun- 
tou-n  and  Cumberland —  Operations  at  Wills  Creek  suspended — A  Collision  with 
the  Chesapeake  a)id  Ohio  Canal  Coinpanji — The  dijficulti/  adjusted,and  opera- 
tions resnmed. 

Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  October  5.  1832. 

Sir:  ()n  the  arrival  of  Captain  Delatield,  of  the  engineers,  on  the 
Cumberhmd  Ivoad  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  yon  will  hand  to 
him  the  enclosed  comnmnication,  which  assigns  to  him  the  snjierin- 
tendence  of  the  repairs  of  that  road  which  have  heretofore  been  con- 
ducted vmder  yonr  snpervision.  Yon  will.  also,  tnrn  over  to  him  all 
the  fnnds,  books,  papers,  and  public  pro])erty  in  yonv  possession  ap- 
pertaining to  this  I'oad.and  close  yonr  account  Avith  it. 

Very  respectfidly,  A;c., 

By  order:  WM.  H.  C.  BAETLETT, 

Lieut,  and  Assistant  to  Chief  Engineer. 
Lieut.  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Uniontown.  Pa. 


Uniontoavn,  December  18.  1832. 
Sir:  The  surveys  of  a  route  for  turning  Wills  mountain  by 
the  valley  of  Braddock's  run  and  Wills  creek  are  progressing,  being 
retarded  only  by  the  weather.  I  have  examined  the  whole  route, 
and  can  confirm  the  most  satisfactory  account  you  ma}'  have  heard 
of  it.  The  ground  over  which  the  road  will  pass  is  a  uniform  in- 
clined plane,  requiring  VL'ry  few  culverts,  two  small  bridges  over 
Braddock's  run  of  about  fifteen  feet  span  each,  with  side  hill  in  no 
other  part  than  al)out  300  yards  in  the  "Xarrows'"  of  Wills  creek, 
where  a  most  simple  and  expedient  plan  will  be  to  use  the  level  and 
smooth  bottom  of  the  creek  for  the  road,  bj^  building  a  wall  not  to  ex- 
ceed ten  foQt  in  height,  thus  throwing  the  stream  on  the  0])posite 
bank,  peculiarly  well  formed  for  this  construction,  being  a  low 
bottom  of  alluvion.     The  idea  of  cutting  into  the  mountain   would  be 

(64) 
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exi^ensive.  and  no  better  thau  throwing  the  creek  from  it's  present 

bed. 

On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Pettit.  I  shall  divide  the  road  into  four  sec- 
tions, ijiving  him  one.  The  present  condition  of  the  road  is  most 
unpromising.  Nearly  every  contractor  has  formed  his  bed  in  the  val- 
ley made  bj'  the  removal  of  the  old  pavement,  the  consequence  of 
which  is.  that,  with  the  mild  season  and  rainy  weather,  the  bed  is  not 
drained,  nor  can  it  be.  until  the  side  roads  are  cut  down  to  the  bottom 
of  the  stone  strata — a  measure  I  directed  as  the  only  means  of  cor- 
recting the  evil.  Time,  and  the  headstrong  ob.stinacy  of  some  of  the 
contractors,  have  prevented  much  of  the  work  being  so  attended  to.  All 
the  contracts  made  by  Lieut.  Mansfield  distinctly  specify  that  the 
road  for  30  feet  in  width  shall  be  graded  in  such  manner  as  to  avoid 
this  difficulty;  yet  in  carrying  the  contracts  into  effect,  the  superin- 
tendents have,  in  no  instance,  instructed  the  contractors  in  the  pro])er 
cour.>;e.  Thev  have,  in  most  instances  too.  permitted  the  stone  to  be 
broken  on  the  road ;  the  consequences  of  this  are.  much  sand  and  dirt 
in  the  metal,  and  a  bed  graded  without  proper  attention.  This  is  the 
more  remarkable,  as  in  my  report  on  the  work  executed  two  years 
since  bv  one  of  the  present  superintendents,  these  errors  were  pointed 
out  as  serious  evils,  yet  they  are  not  corrected.  It  must  be  expected, 
therefore,  that  all  that  part  of  the  road  now  under  construction  will 
be  very  indifferently  made,  and  by  no  means  such  as  the  Macadam  sys- 
tem calls  for.  By  the  time  the  superintendents  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  their  business'  the  present  contracts  will  be  completed.  Instead 
of  giving  out  an}*  more  of  the  work  under  the  present  S3'stem.  as  I 
had  contemplated  and  advertised,  I  shall  postpone  doing  so  until  I  am 
better  assured  that  the  work  can  be  propei-ly  executed.  I  look  anx- 
iously for  Mr.  Pettit.  tru.sting  his  intelligence  may  correct  some  of  the 
defects  in  the  section  he  will  be  called  upon  to  superintend. 

To  instruct  the  superintendents  in  their  duties.  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  have  printed  a  manual  or  primer,  with  a  few  lithographic 
sections,  that  the  sight  may  aid  the  mind  in  a  proper  understanding 
of  the  business.  To  persevere  in  the  present  plan,  where  neither  con- 
tractors, superintendents,  nor  laborers.  understan<l  their  business,  is 
highly  inexi»edient.  and  I  shall  forthwith  commence  maturing  a  .system 
that  must  be  productive  of  more  good  with  less  money,  or  it  were 
better  to  leave  the  work  undone,  for  I  am  satisfied  that  durability  can 
not  be  lookefl  f<>r  under  the  ]tresent  system. 

Mv  first  l)usiness  will  be  to  draw  the  oj)erati<ins  t«>  a  elose.  and 
then  endeavor  to  bring  about  the  correction.  You  will  be  apjtrised 
of  my  views  before  carrying  any  of  them  int(»  efiect.  ol>serving  that, 
in  anticipation  of  a  change.  I  have  snsjiended  making  the  contracts 
alluded  to  in  my  communication  of  the  27th  ultimo. 

KespecttuUv.  vour  obedient  servant. 

RICiri)    DEL  A  FIELD, 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Gratiot.  Captain  of  Euirineei-s. 

Chief  Kuijineer. 
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Baltimore.  Mtu'  0.  1833. 

Sir:  The  instructions  of  the  department  of  the  23d  Jul}'  last,  re- 
lating to  the  method  of  repairing  the  Cumberland  Eoad  east  of  the 
Ohio,  are  founded  upon  principles  upon  which  I  differ  in  opinion,  and 
beg  leave  to  request  your  i-econsideration,  involving,  as  they  do,  an 
expenditure  of  not  less  than  $250,000,  when  compared  with  what  T 
judge  to  be  the  most  judicious  method  of  making  the  repairs. 

It  is  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  breaking  up  the  old  bed  of 
the  I'oad  in  all  ca.^es.  I  apprehend  the  department  was  not  aware 
that  the  bed  is  a  substantial,  yet  rough  pavement,  and  not  formed  of 
loose,  detached  masses  of  quarry  stone  thrown  together,  without 
order.  It  is  important  to  consider  this  particular  when  examining 
the  authorities  on  road  making. 

]\Iy  own  views  are  that  it  is  decidedly  preferable  to  retain  the  old 
])avement  in  all  cases  where  its  continuity  is  uidu-oken,  even  memling 
small  parts  that  may  l>e  deranged,  and  Macadamizing  over  it.  In 
this,  I  think,  I  am  borne  ont  by  Macadam,  Dean.  Telford,  and  Farey. 
whose  ideas  on  the  subject  ai'c  annexed,  as  extracted  fro"m  ••  Macadam 
on  Eoads." 

The  only  two  arguments  against  the  method  I  jn-opose  are.  tii-st. 
that  the  metal  will  grind  to  dust  by  being  placed  over  large  stone. 
In  answer  to  which,  I  say,  that  the  road  passing  through  a  rocky 
country,  even  after  removing  the  pavement,  thci'c  still  remains  a 
rocky  foundation  ;  and  Avhere  the  pavement  is  Avell  beilded  in  sand 
or  clay,  we  have  all  the  elasticity  necessary  from  the  clay  or  sand  bed 
throuadi  the  pavement.  In  sup])ort  of  which,  see  the  sample  of  metal 
taken  from  the  road  thi-ough  T^niontown,  where  the  under  strata  have 
not  worn  or  crushed  an  iota,  presenting  angles  as  sharp  as  the  day 
they  were  first  placed  there.  Were  the  metal  placed  upon  an  un- 
yielding rock,  it  would  doubtless  soon  grind  to  dust  ;  but  ])lacing  it 
upon  a  pavement  laid  in  sand  or  gravel,  preserves  the  elasticity  so 
necessary  for  this  kind  of  road.  Second:  That  large  stone,  placed 
under  Macadam  metal,  will  work  to  the  surface.  This  is  doubtless 
ti'ue  Avhen  detached  pieces  are  snrrounded  by  the  metal,  but  with  a 
]mvement  the  case  is  very  different.  I  find  ])ieces  of  this  ( 'umberland 
li(jad,  repaired  as  far  l)ack  as  1827,  Ijy  Mr.  Ewing.  over  the  old  pave- 
ment, in  perfect  order  to  this  day;  as,  also,  some  parts  done  in  tliis 
way  by  Giesey  in  1829,  that  are  much  better  than  an}'  of  the  i-epairs 
he  made  at  the  same  time;  and  a  piece  through  Uniontown.  by  the 
authorities  of  the  place,  in  1830,  remains  in  perfect  order. 

I  have  been  led  to  reflect  upon  this  subject  froni  learning  that 
the  Ohio  road  had  cut  through  and  Avas  impassable  at  certain  places 
during  the  months  of  February  and  March,  and  seeing  the  state  of 
the  road  under  my  supervision  between  Cumberland  and  Wheeling, 
comparing  the  parts  repaired  last  season,  those  under  Giesey.  Ewing. 
and  the  town  authorities,  with  the  old  pavement  that  has  stood  six- 
teen years  without  a  cent  of  money  in  repair,  and  to  this  day  is  a  very 
good  wagon  road,  rough,  it  is  true,  vet  never  cutting  tlirough  during 
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the  lull,  wiiilcr.  or  s])i'iiig.  where  the  paveineiil  is  eoiiUiiuous.  To 
throw  RAvu}'  so  tirm  a  foundation  I  cannot  think  advisable,  and  beg 
yon  to  reflect  upon  tlie  subject  and  favor  me  with  your  views. 

The  road  in  Ohio  lias  worn  six  years  (nearly)  without  repairs. 
and  was  impassable  this  spring.  The  old-  Cumberland  Eoad  has 
worn  sixteen  3'ears,  and  mile  after  mile  has  never  been  known  to  out 
tlirongh  at  any  season.  Parts  of  it  covered  with  Macadamized  metal, 
and  worn  for  tive  years,  are  in  line  order,  and  present  a  xovy  smooth 
surface,  never  having  cut  through.  Other  parts,  where  the  old  pave- 
ment has  been  removed  and  Macadamized,  were  impassable  during 
the  spi'ing  after  three  years'  wear.  AVe  have  to  bear  in  mind  the  im- 
]iossiliility  of  keeping  the  ditches  and  drains  open  in  the  mountains 
dni-ini!-  llie  winter.  Ice  forming  in  the  drains  Avill,  of  course,  throw 
the  melting  snows  on  the  surface  of  the  road,  which  is  destructive  to 
a  ^lacadamized  road  on  clay  or  sand,  whereas,  if  on  the  old  pave- 
ment, it  lias  streno'th  enotiii'h  to  resist  the  travel  until  either  dried  by 
frost,  or  sun.  This  is  a  consideration  that  the  English  road-makers 
had  not  to  consider  with  the  same  weight.  As  to  keeping  the  drains 
o])en.  and  the  road  surface  free  from  water  in  the  winter.  I  conceive 
it  inipractica1)le  in  the  mountains;  hence  the  further  propriety  of 
preserving  a  foundation  that  will  secure  a  firm  road  at  all  seasons, 
even  if  the  wear  should  prove  some  five  or  ten  per  cent,  more  rapid, 
which  I  do  not  even  think  will  be  the  case  on  the  plan  isuggested  of 
Macadamizing  upon  a  pavement,  and  not  on  an  unyielding,  rocky 
liotioiii.  Hespectfully.  your  oliedient  servant, 

RICHAED   DELAFIELD, 

Brig.  (len.  ('.  (Jratiot.  ('a])tain  of  Engineers, 

('iiiel'   Knu'lneer. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  "MACADAM  ON  ROADS,"  I\rADE  BY  CAPTAIN 
DELAFIFJ.D  IN  SrPPORT  OF  IITS  VIEWS  RELATING  TO  THE 
PAVEMENT  FORMING  THE  BED  OF  THE  "CUMBERLAND  ROAD 
1:AST  of  THE  OHIO." 

Page  39.  —  -'It  would  be  highly  unprofitable  to  lift  and  relay  a 
road,  even  if  the  materials  should  have  been  originally  too  large.  The 
road  l)etween  Cirencester  and  Bath  is  made  of  stone  too  large  in  size. 
In  this  case  I  recommend  cutting  down  the  high  ])laces,''  &c. 

Page  40.  —  "A  part  of  the  road  in  the  Rath  district  is  made  of 
freestone,  which  it  would  Ijc  un|n'otitable  to  lift.  Other  cases  of  several 
kinds  have  occni'reil  where  a  different  method  must  be  adopted,  but 
which  it  is  im))Ossible  to  specify,  and  must  be  mot  by  the  practical 
skill  of  the  otiicer.  and  who  must  constantly  rcf-ui'  to  genei-al  jtrin- 
ciples." 

Page  42.  —  ^'The  ]iriee  of  lifting  a  roail.  kr..  leaving  the  i-ond  in 
a  finished  state,  lias  been  found  in  practice  to  he  from  Id.  to  2d.  per 
sn])erficial  ynivl.  lifted  f  )ur  inches  dee]i." 
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Page  47. —  ■  ft  i.'^  well  known  to  every  skillful  and  observant 
road-maker,  that  if  strata  of  stone  of  various  sizes  be  placed  on  a 
road,  the  largest  stones  "vvill  constantly  work  up."  (This  is  in  no 
manner  applicable  to  a  pavement,  and  a  road  made  even  in  the  man- 
ner he  alludes  to  was  lifted  only  four  inches  deep.  —  E.  D.) 

Page  105.  —  "How  deep  do  j'ou  go  in  lifting  the  roads?  That 
depends  upon  circumstances,  but  I  have  generally  gone  four  inches 
deep.  I  take  up  the  materials  four  inches,  and,  having  broken  the 
large  pieces,  I  put  them  back  again." 

''Docs  the  plan  which  you  have  mentioned,  of  breaking  up  the 
roads,  apply  to  gravel  roads,  or  only  to  those  roads  composed  of  hard 
stones?  In  gravel  roads,  and  in  some  other  roads,  it  would  be  im-' 
possible  to  break  them  up  to  advantage ;  and.  in  several  places,  I 
should  think  it  unprofitable  to  lift  a  road  at  all.  I  did  not  order  the 
road  near  Reading  to  be  lifted,  but  I  directed,  whenever  a  large  piece 
of  flint  was  seen,  it  should  be  taken  up,  broken,  and  put  down  again. 
I  am  speaking  of  a  gravel  road  now." 

Page  107. —  '•  There  are  other  cases  besides  that  of  gravel,  in  which 

I  should  thiidv  it  unprofltable  to  lift  a  road.     The  road  between 

and is  made  of  very  soft  stone,  and  is  of  so  brittle  a  nature, 

that  if  it  were  lifted  it  would  rise  in  sand,  and  there  would  be  nothing 
to  lay  down  again  that  would  be  useful.  I  should  not  recommend 
lifting  of  freestone  roads,  for  the  same  reason,  because  it  would  go  so 
much  to  sand  that  there  woidd  be  very  little  to  lav  down  affain.  I 
will  explain  Avhat  I  have  done  to  the  road  between  Cirencester  and 
Bath.  I  Avas  obliged  to  lift  a  little  of  the  sides  of  the  road,  in  order 
to  give  it  shape,  but  in  the  center  of  the  road  we  'shoved  it.'  It  was 
before  in  the  state  wdiich  the  country  people  call  gridirons  :  that  is,  it 
was  in  large  ridges,  with  long  hollows  l)etween,  and  we  cut  down  the 
high  part  to  a  level  with  the  bottom  of  the  furrows,  and  took  the 
materials  and  sifted  them  at  the  side  of  the  road,  and  returned  whji.t 
was  useful  to  the  center." 

(So  far  we  have  the  views  of  Mr.  Macadam.  From  the  same 
work  I  continue  to  quote.  —  R.  D.) 

Page  153.  —  "Considering  the  very  great  traffic  upon  White- 
chapel  road,  is  it  your  opinion  (addressed  to  Mr.  Farey)  that  it  would 
l:)e  advantageous  to  pave  any  part  of  that  road?  I  think  it  would  be 
desirable  to  pave  it  within  some  feet  of  the  footpath,"  &c. 

Page  158.  —  "In  the  neighborhood  of  London  the  materials  that 
are  to  be  procured  are  of  too  tender  and  brittle  a  nature  to  endure  the 
wear  of  the  heavy  carriages.  I,  therefore,  am  of  the  o]nnion  that  it 
would  be  ])roper  to  pave  the  sides  of  all  the  princi])al  entrances  into 
London." 

Page  166.  —  "James  Walker  says,  'The  traffic  u})on  the  Commer- 
cial rail  road,  both  up  and  down,  is  very  great.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
the  expense  of  this  road  would  have  lieen  very  much  greater,  probably 
much  more  than  doubled,  if  it  had  not  been  jjaved.  The  road  has 
been  paved  for  about  sixteen  years,  and  the  ex]iense  of  sup])orting  it 
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has  been  siiiull.     During  the  lliirteeii  yeaio  that  tlie  East  India  dock 
branch  has  been  paved,  the  paving  has  not  cost  £20.'  " 

Page  167.  —  •■But  as  the  paving  is  always  preferred  for  heavy 
carriages."  <.^c. 

Page  172. — >'The  thickness  ought  to  be  such,  that  the  greatest 
weight  Avill  not  effect  more  than  the  surface  of  the  shell,  in  order  to 
spread  the  weight  "which  coraes  u])on  a  small  part  only  of  the  road 
over  a  large  portion  of  the  foundation." 

Page  173.  —  ■'  If  the  foundation  is  bad,  breaking  the  bottom  stone 
into  small  pieces  is  expensive  and  injurious,  upon  the  principle  I  have 
above  described,  for  the  same  reason  that  an  arch  formed  of  whole 
bricks,  or  deep  stones,  is  preferred  to  one  of  the  same  materials 
broken  into  smaller  pieces,  for,  in  some  countries,  the  materials  will 
admit  of  the  foundation  of  the  road  being  considered  as  of  the  nature 
of  a  flat  arch,  as  well  as  being  supported  by  the  strata  directly  under 
it.  But  the  error  of  laying  stones  in  large  pieces  upon  the  surface  is 
more  common  and  more  injurious." 

Page  183.  —  '•  James  l)ean  saj's,  '  Near  to  great  towns  it  would 
be  highly  advantageous  if  the  center  of  the  road,  for  about  twelve  feet 
in  width,  were  to  lie  ])aved  with  hard,  well-squared  stones,  nine  inches 
deep.'  " 

Page  188.  —  -'Thomas  Telford,  Esq.,  says,  'The  improvements 
made  in  North  "Wales  I  beg  leave  to  submit  as  models  for  the  roads 
fhrougli  hilly  countrit-s.  Gi-eat  pains  have  been  taken  in  constructing 
firm  and  substantial  foundations  for  the  metallic  part  of  the  roadway. 

Page  189. —  ••  There  has  been  no  attention  paid  to  constructing  a 
good  and  solid  foundation  for  the  roadM'ay." 

Page  192.  —  '•  Are  you  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable 
or  practicable  to  procure,  from  an}'  particular  part  of  the  country, 
bettei'  materials,  so  as  to  form  perfect  roads  without  the  necessity  of 
paving  them?  That  these  materials  could  be  procured,  is  evident; 
l>ut  I  am  satisfied  that  the  most  economical  and  pi-eferable  mode 
would  lie  by  the  means  of  ])aving." 

Engineer  Department. 

Washington.  :\rav  8,  1833. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  submitting  your 
views  in  regai'd  to  lifting  the  old  bed  in  ]ii'osecuting  tlie  repairs  of  the 
Cumberland  road  east  of  the  (Jhio.  and  ivquesting  a  reconsideration 
of  so  much  of  the  instructions  of  the  department  of  the  23d  July  hisi 
as  relates  to  this  matter,  has  just  been  received.  That  part  of  tbr  in- 
sti-uctions  alluded  to,  whicli  i-e(|uires  that  the  old  bed  shall,  in  all  cases, 
be  taken  up,  will  be  considei-ed  as  .susi)ended.  and  ycm  arc  brrcliy 
authorized  to  exercise  yotir  discretion  in  this  j)articular. 

Vi-ry  lU'spcct fully.  &c..     ^ 
('apt.  P.  DelaHeld.  C   <;  KATloT.  Brig.   Cmcial. 

Corps  of  Engineers,  rniontown.  I'a. 

4't 
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Unioxtown.  Pa..  June  11.  1S33. 

Sir :  I  tiud  upon  an  examination  of  the  National  Road,  under 
your  superintendence,  from  Cumberland  to  this  place,  that  too  great 
a  portion  of  sand  and  other  perishable  stone  has  been  allowed  to  be 
put  on  it.     In  almost  the  whole  distance,  little  or  no  regard  has  been 
paid  to  the  keeping  the  side  drains  open,  at  least  sufficiently  so  to 
carry  the  water  freely  from  the  road.     The  culverts  are  too  few  and 
small,  particularly  on  the  long  slopes :  and  the  manner  of  constructing 
the  hollow-ways  and  catch-waters  is  defective.     These  errors  of  con- 
struction cause  the  water,  in  many  places,  to  pass  over  the  road,  to 
its  rapid  destruction.     I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties  yon  have  to 
contend  Avith  under  the  contract  system,  and  that  to  this  cause  most 
of  the  evils  complained  of  may  be  traced.     As  it  is  all  important  that 
they  should  be  remedied,  as  soon  as  practicable,  yon  will  enforce  the 
early  completion  of  the  several  contracts,  according  to  their  condi- 
tions, after  making  due  allowance  for  the  stoppage  arising  from  your 
order  for  suspending  operations  during  last  winter.     On  the  comple- 
tion of  the  road,  should  it  be  found  not  to  possess  the  requisite 
properties  to  secure  its  permanency,  you  will  make  such  additions 
under    your   own    agency  as  will   place   it   in   the   condition   con- 
templated by  the  government,  before  turning  it  over  to  the   States. 
Xot  less  than  six  inches  of  lime  or  sandstone  should  be  put  upon  the 
.surface,  and  where  lime  is  exclusively  used,  the  thickness  should  not 
be  less  than  nine  inches.     The  side  ditches  should,  when  practicable, 
be  at  least  eighteen  inches  below  the  bed  of  the  road :  and  when  this 
cannot  be  done,  cidverts.  2'x3'.  should  be  constructed  at  convenient 
distances  to  carry  off  the  water,  which,  in   no  instance,  should  be 
allowed  to  rise  above  the  level  of  the  bed  of  the  road.     The  catch - 
waters  should  be  constructed  in  such  a  manner,  that  while  they  sub- 
serve the  purposes  for  which  they  are  intended,  they  should  admit 
the  pas.sage  of  vehicles  without  jolting ;  and.  in  every  case,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  theii*  being  washed  into  deep  gullies.     As  this  fre- 
quently happens  when  they  are  constructed  with  broken  stone,  it  will 
be  proper  to  pave  them  with  shingle  stones,  if  to  lie  had  :  or.  when 
this  cannot  be  obtained,  with  limestone  firmly  imbedded  in  the  road. 
It  should  especialh'  be  observed  that,  before  breaking  up  the  road  for 
the  reception  of  the  metal,  the  ditches  should  be  first  prepared,  and 
then  the  culverts.     This  will  keep  the  roadAvay  dry  for  travel,  and 
better  prepare  it  for  the  reception  of  its  covering.     As  it  is  found 
impracticable  to  keep  the  travel  from  the  center  of  the  road,  and  the 
deep  ruts  that  are  formed,  then,  as  a  consequence.  I  Avould  recom- 
mend, instead  of  the  present  system  of  blocking,  that  rakers  shoidd 
be  constantly  employed  to  preserve  the  transverse  profile.     If  it  does 
not  come  within  the  spirit  of  the  contract,  that  this  labor  should  be 
performed  bv  the  contractors,  vou  will  hire  men  to  do  it  vourself. 
This  operation.  In  addition  to  the  draining  system  before  recom- 
mended, will,  it  is  presumed,  preserve  the  road  from  further  ruin,  and 
place  it  in  a  condition  to  .receive  its  last  coat  of  limestone.     Finally. 
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while  studvinsr  due  eeonomv  in  vour  adniini>ti-ation  of  the  affairs  of 
the  road,  you  should  constantly  bear  in  mind  that  the  wishes  of  the 
government  are  to  have  a  superior  road,  both  as  regards  workman- 
ship, and  the  quality  of  the  materials  used  in  its  construction.  With 
this  understanding,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  avail  yourself  of  all 
the  facilities  within  your  reach  to  etfect.  in  a  satisfactory  manner  to 
yourself  and  the  public  at  large,  the  great  end  proposed — the  con- 
struction of  a  road  unrivaled  in  the  country.  These  are  the  views 
and  special  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  "War. 

I  am.  respectfully.  &c.. 

C.  GRATIOT.  Bris.  General. 
Capt.  E.  Delafield. 

Corps  of  Engiueei*s.  Uniontown.  Pa. 


Engineer  Department. 

Washington,  July  16.  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  forthwith  cause  all  opei-ations  to  cease  on  that 
part  of  the  new  location  of  the  Cumberland  Eoad  on  the  east  of  Wills 
creek.  You  shall  in  a  few  days  receive  further  instructions  on  this 
subject.  Very  respectfully.  &c.. 

WM.  n.  C.  BAETLETT. 
Lieut,  and  Assistant  to  Chief  Engineer. 
Capt.  E.  JJelatield. 

Corps  of  Engineers.  Uni<tntown.  Pa. 


Engineer  Department. 

Washington.  July  20,  1833. 

S<'r:  On  tht-  16th  you  were  advi.sed  to  delay  any  further  action 
as  to  the  location  of  the  Cumberland  Eoad  until  you  were  again 
written  to. 

Mr.  Purcell  reports  to  the  Board  of  the  Chesi\peake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Com])any  that  the  road  being  at  the  site  now  chosen  will  occa- 
sion an  increa.sed  cost  to  the  Canal  Company  of  upwards  of  S16.000. 
It  is  very  desirable  to  avoid  this  state  of  things,  for.  as  their  charter 
claims  precedence,  it  would  nece.s.sarily  create  a  demand  uixm  the 
government  commensurate  with  the  injury  sustained. 

Major  Eaton,  president  ot  the  Canal  Comjjany.  will  direct  Mr. 
Purcell.  the  engineer,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Cumberland,  with  vttu. 
to  ascertain  the  best  mode  of  making  the  location  by  which  to  avoid 
any  injury  or  increased  exjxMise  lo  the  Canal  Company.  You  are 
instructed  to  confer  frcelv  with  Mr.  Purcell.  holdinfr  the  object  sug- 
gested  steadily  in  view,  and  give  such  direction  to  the  IcK-ation  of  the 
road  as  may  best  attain  this  object.  This  done,  you  will  forwai'd  a 
plan  of  the  ronio  agreed  on.  and  a  minute  detail  of  everything,  par 
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ticularl}-  what  increased  expense  to  the  Canal  Company  will  probably 
be  occasioned.  On  receiving  your  report,  the  case  will  be  considei*ed 
here,  and  you  bo  advised  immediately  of  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 
By  order:  WM.  II.  C.  BAETLETT, 

Lieut,  and  Assistant  to  Chief  Engineei-. 
Capt.  E.  Delafield, 

Cor])s  of  Eno-inccrs.  Uniontown.  Pa. 

Philadelphia,  July  26,  1833. 

iS'iT.-  The  order  of  your  department  of  the  16th  instant  was  re- 
ceived by  me  at  Cumberland,  audits  injunctions  forthwith  carried  into 
effect.  The  communication  of  the  20th  has  since  been  received, 
explanaloiy  of  that  order.  In  relation  to  locating  that  part  of  the 
National  Eoad  that  might  probably  interfere  with  the  Canal  Company, 
measures  were  taken  to  procure  from  the  Compau}^  such  information 
as  would  enable  me  to  locate  the  road  without  coming  in  contact  with 
any  part  of  the  Canal  route;  and,  so  far  as  the  information  was  fur- 
nished, I  have  endeavored  so  to  do.  I  enclose  copies  of  the  letter  and 
information  received  from  the  president  of  the  company,  in  reply  to 
a  request  for  such  information  as  would  enable  me  to  '-ascertain  at 
what  point  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Company  contemplate  erecting 
their  dam  across  Wills  creek,  and  to  what  height  it  will  be  raised 
above  low  water.  The  information  desired  is  for  enabling  me  to  locate 
the  bridge  for  the  road  at  a  point,  and  elevate  its  arches  to  such  a 
height  that  the  interest  of  the  Canal  Company  will  not  be  effected; 
and  that  I  may  at  the  same  time,  fulfill  the  objects  contemplated  by 
the  law  authorizing  the  new  location." 

In  reply  to  which  j^ou  will  ]:)erceive  ''  the  location  of  the  canal 
is  that  recommended  by  General  Bernard,  and  the  Board  of  Internal 
Improvement,  over  which  he  presided,"  and  that  it  was  pi'oposed  to 
feed  the  canal  at  Cumberland,  and  below  by  a  dam  to  be  erected 
acr(jss  the  Potomac  al)Out  a  mile  above  Cumberland.  The  Avater  of 
the  Potomac  was  to  be  carried  over  Wills  creek  twent^'-one  or  two 
feet  above  ordinary  water  in  the  creek. 

Such  is  the  information  furnished  me  by  the  president  of  the  Ca- 
nal Company,  and  by  which  I  have  been  governed  in  the  location  of 
the  road.  On  the  eastern  side  of  Wills  creek  the  grading  is  finished 
to  the  site  of  the  bridge;  on  the  western  side  I  have  directed  no  work 
li)  be  executed  that  can  have  any  bearing  upon  this  point. 

Ycni  ])erceivc  it  has  l)een  my  study  to  avoid  conflicting  with  the 
interests  of  the  Canal  Company;  but,  from  the  Avant  of  knowing  the 
exact  location  of  their  works,  will  occasion  to  them  an  increased  ex- 
pense, as  reported  by  Mr.  Purcell,  of  16,000  dollars  if  the  bridge  is 
constructed  at  the  point  now  chosen.  If,  then,  the  Company  will 
cause  the  Canal  to  bo  located  through  the  gap  of  Wills  mountain,  ami 
give  me  boncb  marks  from  whicli  to  ascertain  the  cuttings  and  em- 
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bankments  they  propose  making.  I  Mill  then  locate  the  road  on  such 
ground  as  not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  their  operations,  and 
such  as  shall  be  most  advantageous  fur  the  public  interest.  I  judge 
the  communication  of  the  department  was  written  under  the  impres- 
sion that  an  interference  with  the  works  of  the  Canal  Comi)an3'  was 
unavoidable,  and  that  some  comi)romise  of  advantages  and  disadvau- 
tages  would  necessarily  have  to  be  made.  Such,  however,  I  do  not 
conceive  to  be  the  case. 

I  have  located  as  high  n\)  the  creek  as  would  give  room  foi"  a  six 
horse  team  to  turn  off  and  on  a  bridge  at  right  angles  with  the  stream 
with  facility.  ]f  the  Caiuil  Company  make  choice  of  this  ground,  I 
have  but  to'  nuike  a  bridge  oblique  with  the  current,  and  thus  avoid 
the  work  of  the  Canal  Conijiany.  To  ascertain  this,  it  is  essential  that 
the  Canal  Company  should  make  choice  of  the  ground  and  locate 
their  works;  after  having  so  done,  if  they  will  favor  me  with  plans 
and  sections,  with  bench  marks  of  reference  of  the  part  In  the  valley 
of  the  creek,  the  road  shall  be  nmde  not  to  interfere  with  their  in- 
terest, which  has  always  been  looked  upon  by  me  as  claiming  prece- 
dence. 

I  have  here  pointed  out  a  course  for  the  consideration  of  the  de- 
partment, differing  uuiterially  from  the  one  ordere<l  by  the  letter 
of  the  2Uth  in.stant.  First,  in  con.sideration  of  its  not  being  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  case,  and,  next,  with  its  requiring  me  to 
perform  a  service  in  no  way  necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of 
the  interests  of  the  Government  connected  with  the  road  ;  to  do  which, 
surveys,  levels,  calculations  of  excavation  and  embankment  must  lie 
madej^  that  the  time  of  neither  myself  nor  the  officers  associated  with 
me  could  accomplish. 

What  T  ask  is.  infornialion  from  the  Com]iany  as  to  their  own 
work-s  solely.  It  Avili  suflice  for  all  puri)oses  connected  with  the  loca- 
tion ot  t  he  road. 

V>v  ])leased  to  address  nie  at  New  Castle,  and  on  any  matter  re- 
lating to  the  section  ot  the  road  near  Cnmlu'rland  re<|uiriiig  immediate 
attention,  a  coja'  of  the  communication  forwarded  to  [.ieutenaul 
Pickell,  at  that  place,  would  prevent  any  delay;  Lieutenant  !'.  being 
theofficerto  whom  I  have  assigned  this  particular  sectitm  of  the  i-oad. 

Eespectfuliy.  youi- obedient  servant. 

lilCJl  J)  J)HLAFiKM>. 
Hrig,  (len.  Cliarlc-  <ii-ati(it.  Captain  of  Engineers. 

('Iiief  Mntrini'er. 


Washi.noton.  |).  (',.  M;i\    111.  1s;;l', 

Sir:  Your  letter  to  Mi".  Ingle,  the  clerk  of  the  Clie.sapeaUe  and 
Ohi(j  Canal  Company,  has  licen  handed  over  to  me.  and  I  am  author- 
ized, on  the  pari  of  the  president  and  directors,  to  express  to  you  our 
thanks  for  the  considerate  regard  you  have  paid  to  the  location 
adf)]>te<l  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  C(Mn]iany.  for  the  part  of 
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their  work  which  will  pass  through  Cumberland.  The  location 
adopted  is  that  recommended  by  Greneral  Bernard,  and  the  Board  of 
Internal  Improvement,  over  which  he  presided. 

When  the  proposed  change  of  the  Cumberland  Eoad  immediatel}" 
above  the  town  was  under  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Eoads 
and  Canals,  I  suggested  the  very  precaution  you  noM^  practice,  which 
was  to  see  that  no  conflict  would  arise  in  hei-eafter  conducting  the 
canal  over  its  long  established  route,  by  a  conflict  Avith  the  location 
of  the  improved  road,  the  value  of  which  I  know  well  how  to  appre- 
ciate. The  hill  above  Cumberland,  which  it  is  proposed  to  avoid,  was 
the  worst  between  that  place  and  Wheeling,  if  reference  be  had  to 
the  inclination  of  its  surface.  General  Bernard  proposed  to  feed  the 
canal  at  Cumberland,  and  for  some  distance  below  it,  as  far,  at  least, 
as  the  mouth  of  the  South  branch,  by  means  of  a  dam  to  be  erected 
at  a  ledge  of  rocks  crossing  the  Potomac  about  a  mile  above  Cumber- 
land. The  dam  was  to  be  elevated  so  high  as  to  conduct  the  canal 
over  Wills  creek  at  Cumberland,  with  an  elevation  of  twenty-one  or 
twenty-two  feet  above  ordinary  water  in  tlie  creek.  This  was  to  be 
effected  by  an  aqueduct  across  the  creek.  I  presume  at  this  season 
of  the  vear  the  ledge  of  rocks  is  visible  above  Cumberland.  Enclosed 
I  send  you  extracts  from  General  Bernard's  report,  Avhich  accompanied 
the  President's  message  to  Congress  of  December  9,  1826,  and  is  now 
a  congressional  record.  From  that  j^ou  may  perha]is  infer  all  that  is 
essential  to  your  purpose  of  avoiding  a  collision  with  the  rights  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  who  have  adopted  for  the 
location  of  the  canal  General  Bernard's  report. 

C.  F.  MEECEE.  . 
President  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 


EXTRA CTP:I)  — PAGE   55,  DOC.  ^'o.  10,  lOrn  CONGRESS,  2d  SESSION.— 

EXECUTIVE  PAPERS. 


The  ditticulties  of  this  passage  (down  Wills  creek)  are  great, 
and  continue  for  more  than  a  mile.  The  ground  then  becomes  favor- 
able (i.  e.,  in  descending  Wills  creek  from  the  west),  permitting  the 
canal  to  pass  at  the  outskirts  of  Cumberland,  to  join  with  the  eastern 
section.  Adjoining  Cumberland,  the  canal  will  receive  a  feeder  from 
the  Potomac  for  a  supply  below,  and  more  especially  to  complete 
Avhat  is  necessary  in  relation  to  the  first  subdivision  of  the  eastern 
section. 

"  This  feeder  is  pro])Osed  to  be  nuule  navigable,  in  order  to  ac- 
commodate the  trade  of  the  Potomac  above  Cumberland.  Its  length 
is  one  mile,  its  width  at  the  water  line  thirty  feet,  its  depth  four  feet. 
At  its  point  of  departure  from  the  Potomac,  a  basin  is  formed  in  the 
bed  of  the  river,  by  means  of  a  dam  erected  at  the  first  ledge  above 
Cumberland. 
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••  This  basin,  com pix4i ending  an  extent  of  about  eight  miles,  Avill 
afford  a  constant  supply  of  water,  and  also  accommodate  the  canal 
trade  of  the  Potomac.  The  levees  around  the  basin,  the  dam,  the 
guard  lock  of  the  feeder,  and  its  aqueduct  over  Wills  creek,  are  in- 
cluded in  the  estimate  of  this  subdivision. 

'•  In  the  table  of  quantities  and  cost,  this  feeder  is  made  to  cost  a 
very  hirge  sum  (two  or  three  words  illegible  in  the  MS.)  if  the  dam 
above  Cumberland  is  supposed  to  be  ever  changed  from  the  above 
location.  The  aqueduct  over  Wills  creek  is  computed  to  cost 
S41.(j()l  ;  the  length  of  the  aqueduct,  seventy  yards;  the  number  of 
ai'ches.  three ;  the  span  of  the  arch,  thirty  feet ;  the  height  of  the 
]jiers,  sixteen  feet." 

The  above  is  a  true  coj.y.  ('.   F.  xMEECEE. 

May  10.  1833. 

Engineer  Department. 

AVashington,  August  1(),  1833. 
*SVV.-  The  Secretary  of  War  has  just  returned  to  this  place,  hav- 
ing passed  over  the  Cumlici'land  Road  east  of  the  Ohio.  He  feels 
great  interest  in  this  road,  and  is  anxious  that  the  operations  on  it 
shall  be  so  directed  as  to  obtain  the  best  possible  results.  Mis  conti- 
dence  in  your  ability  induced  him  to  select  you  as  its  superintendent, 
knowing  that  under  your  management  his  wishes  would  be  realized  ; 
and  deeming  it  a  work  of  much  greater  im])or(ance  than  tiiat  with 
which  yaw  are  occupied  on  the  Delaware,  he  has  expressed  a  wish 
that  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  3'our  time  should  be  passed  upon 
the  road.  You  will,  therefore,  repair  to  Cumberland  without  loss  of 
time,  ascertain  the  exact  l<»cation  of  the  Clu-sapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
along  the  valley  of  Wills  creek,  and  so  adjust  that  of  the  i-oad  as  shall 
I'emove  the  present  difficulties,  and  avoid  any  initTtri-ence  with  the 
interests  of  the  Canal  Company.  This  being  done,  yon  w  ill  com- 
mniiicatc  to  the  dejiartment  the  result. 

Very  respectfully,  kc. 

WM.  IL  C.  BAJrrLETT. 

Caj.t.  1:.   Delafield.  Jit.  and  .\sst  toCh.  Kng  r. 

Coi-)is  of  Engineei's.  Xew  Castle,  Del. 


Ivv(;im;ki{    I  )i;i'.\i{r.MK.\T. 

\\',\sni.Nt;ro\.  Sei)teniber  \'l.  ls;i;;. 
<SV/-.-  Your  Icltei'  lit  the  iltli  instant,  endnsing  a  |ilan  and  sections 
of  part  of  Wills'  cj'eek,  exhibiting  the  location  i>f  the  National  Hoad 
•as  now  constructed  ; "  the  ground  selected  b\-the  engineer  of  the 
Cliesa])eake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  for  its  caiud,  and  the  new  loca- 
tion of  the  National  Koad,  in  consequence  of  the  Canal  Company  lia\ 
ing   made  choice  of  the   route  upon  which  the  road  was  const ructeij. 
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has  been  received.  The  phm  has  been  submitted,  with  the  approval 
of  this  department,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  him  adopted ; 
and  the  construction  of  the  road  on  the  new  location  will,  therefore, 
be  proceeded  with.  T  am.  sir.  &c.. 

C.  GRATIOT. 
Capt.  E.  Delafield.  Brig.  General. 

Corps  of  Engineers.  Cumberland.  Md. 


Cumberland   Koad.  at  Stoddard's,  Md.. 
September  17,  1833. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  plan  and  sections  of  part  of  the  Cumber- 
land Koad  between  Cumberland  and  Frostburg,  where  an  alteration 
has  just  been  made  in  the  location,  by  which  a  very  steep  hill  is 
avoided,  and  the  distance  decreased. 

By  the  new  route  there  is  a  slope  of  18^^^  feet  in  a  distance  of 
1,GUU  ;  by  the  old  road  the  slope  was  53.9'  in  700  feet  on  one  side  of 
the  hill,  and  35.7'  in  900  feet  on  the  other  side. 

This  is  noAV  undergoing  construction.     The  foundation   of  the 
center  pier  of  the  bridge  over  Wills  creek  is  raised  above  water. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHD   DELAFIELD, 
Brig.  Geu.  Charles  Gratiot.  Captain  of  Engineers. 

Chief  Enu'ineer. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  September  25,  1833. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.,  enclosing  a  plan  and  sections 
of  part  of  the  Cumberland  Road  between  Cumberland  and  Frost- 
burg, where  you  had  made  an  alteration  in  the  location,  thereby 
avoiding  a  steep  hill,  and  decreasing  the  distance,  was  duly  received ; 
and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  alteration  referred  to  has  been 
approved.  I  am,  &c.. 

C.  GRATIOT, 
Capt.  R.  Delatield,  Brig.  General. 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Cumberland,  Md. 
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On  tritit  tlir  irork — Wooden  Bridgra  proposed  fur  the  neic  location  up  I(7//.s  CreeL- 
and  Braddock's  Run  —  The  War  Department  holds  that  Wooden  Superstruc- 
tures irould  be  a  Substantial  Compliance  with  the  Marijland  lau-  —  New  in- 
structions issued  from  Wheeling — The  old  bed  to  be  rctairwd  —  Tuo  classes  of 
trork  — Frauds  by  Contractors —  Form  for  Contracts  fonrarded  from  Brouiis- 
rille — Report  and  Estimate  called  for  by  the  Senate — The  law  of  Congress 
renders  a  change  of  plan  necessary  —  The  Secretary  of  War  greatly  interested  i)i 
tJie  Riidd  —  CumherUnid  to  Frosfliurg. 

Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  .Tunc  25,  1834. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  views  of  the  department,  comnnuiieated  to 
you  this  morninir.  T  now  have  to  request  tlnit  you  will  proceed  to  ap- 
ply the  funds  availaljle  for  the  ('uinl)erland  Road  east  of  the  Ohio,  with 
the  utmost  despatch  consistent  with  the  jmlilic  interest.  It  is  greatly 
to  be  desired  that  the  repairs  of  this  rna<l  may  be  completed  liefort- 
the  termination  of  the  coinini;"  fall. 

I'ixm.kc.  C.  GEATIOT, 

Capt.  Iv.  Delatield,  Brigadiei-  General. 

Corps  of  Engineers.  Xi-w  Castle.  Del. 


Ci-.\iHEr.i.A.M..  .M(l..  .luly  i':;.  1S34. 

,S'/V;  1  Ix'g  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  ael  of  the  Jjegisla- 
lure  of  Maryland,  giving  its  consent  to  change  tlie  location  of  the  Na- 
tional Road  near  this  place,  to  turn  Wills  mountain  hy  the  route  of 
Wills  creek  and  Braildocks  run.  in  which  it  is  ]ti'o\i(K'il  that  cei'tain 
Iti'idges  shall  be  constructed  of  stone  and  to  compare  tins  act  with 
that  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  int'oi'm  nic  wlictlicr  or  not  I 
will  be  justitied  in  const  iMict  ini;-  the  Kridges  with  stone  abut  mcnts  and 
wing- walls,  and  u-noileit  superst  ruct  ui'cs.  l^heri'  is  a  necessity  growiuij,- 
out   of   the    cost,    the    law    re([uiring  tlu-    road    to    be   tinishi'd    with 

From  the  most  advantageous  otters  received,  the  bridge. over 
Wills  creek  will  not  cost  less  than  >>1 5.000.  constructed  of  stone,  and 
if  built  of  wood.  ])laned.  and   ])ainted   with   three  coats  of  white  leail. 

(77) 
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i-ooft'd   with  sliiiiii-les.  will  cost  not  to  exceed  ST. 000.     Tliert,-  ;uv  two 
otiier  bridn'os  on  the  same  new  route  to  be  constructed,  ihc  i.'itin  of 
I'xpenso  of  wliich  willnot  materially  vary.      *       -■■'       =•'■ 
iJrspectfnlly.  your  obedient  servant. 

RTrTI'D  DELAFIKLI). 

Iliiu'.  <i<'ii.  < 'liai'les  Graliot.  ('a])tain  ol'  I'jiLiinccrs. 

( 'hict'  I'^-nu'inccr. 


Ci  .\iiiKi{L.\.\j).  July  24,  1834. 

Sir :  1  have  just  tinished  comparini>;  the  num'erous  offers  i'ov  Avork 
to  l>e  done  on  I  lie  1(5  iiiiles  of  road  immediately  west  of  this  place. 
There  is  great  competition  among  very  excellent  and  responsible  iiieui 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  from  the  railroad  and  canal  below  us. 

The  otters  foi'  the  bridge  render  its  construction  with  stone  next 
til  im])ractical»le.  under  the  law.  to  finish  the  road  with  SoOO.OOO. 
They  are  as  follows:  §22,000,  $21,930,  §23,323,  §22.680,  §24.000. 

To  construet  the  abutments  I  have  offers  at  §3.80  cents  per  perch  : 
thai  would,  with  the  superstructure  of  wood,  make  the  whole  cost  nr>i 
to  exceed  §G.500  to  §7.000.  We  cannot  with  propriety  expend  so 
large  a  sum  for  a  stone  bridge,  with  such  limited  means.  I  strongly 
I'ecommend  a  wooden  superstructure  if  eompatible  with  existing  laws 
under  which  we  act.  and  beg  1o  be  advisc^l  as  requesteil  in  my  letter 
of  yesiei-<lay. 

Res]iectfully.  youi'  obedient  servant. 

IMCTTT)  DELAFIKLI). 
Brig.  (rv\\.  ('hai'les  (Iratiot.  Cajitaiii  ot'  Lngineers. 

Chief  Lnirint'er. 


lv\(;iNKKli     I  )i;i'.\l!l'\l  KNl'. 

\V.\siiiN(iTo.\.  .luly  2!».  1831. 
Sir:  It  has  just  been  detei-mini'd  by  the  War  Department  thai 
the  sul)stitution  of  wood  for  stone,  in  the  superstructures  of  the 
Itridges  on  the  new  piece  of  road  around  Wills  hill  would  be  deemed 
by  the  State  of  Maryland  a  substantial  com))liance  with  the  ri'ipiire- 
ments  of  her  law  giving  assent  to  llu'  change  from  the  old  to  the 
present  location  of  that  part  of  the  road.  You  will,  tlieri'fore.  build 
the  abutments  of  those  bridges  in  a  good  and  durable  nmnner.  of  the 
best  stone  to  be  had  in  your  immediate  neighborhood,' and  mak-e  the 
superstructure  of  w^ood.  These  last,  when  completed,  must  be  well 
covered,  and  ])ainted  in  the  best  manner.  This  is  conimunicatt'd  in 
answer  to  your  two  letters  of  the  23d  ami  21th  instant,  on  ihe  sub- 
ject, which  are  at  hand.  I  am.  A:c.. 

('.   (;RATI(»T, 
Cajit.  R.  Delafield. 

ror])S  of  EnLtineers.  Cnmltcrland.  Md. 
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COPY  OF  IXSTRUCTIONS  SEXT  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD,  EAST  OF  THE  OHIO,  TO  EACH  OF  HIS 
ASSISTANTS  ON  THE  LINE  OF  THE  ROAD. 

Wheeling,  May  l'!i.  ls:u. 

Sir:  111  cou(hu-ling  the  operations  for  repairing  the  section  of 
tlie  road  under  your  supervision,  during  the  present  season,  two  very 
important  alterations  will  be  made  in  the  system  of  last  yeav. 

The  first  is  to  retain,  in  all  cases,  the  old  bed  or  pavement,  break- 
ing down  with  sledges  the  prominent  or  projecting  pieces  into  the 
ruts  and  holes,  and  smoothing  the  grade  with  quarry  chips,  or  stone 
broken  on  the  face  of  the  road  witli  sledge-hammers,  slightly  covering 
the  l)ed  so  prepared  with  the  earth  from  the  ditches,  observing  to  put 
no  moi-e  earth  than  is  barely  sufficient  to  prevent  the  metal  coming 
in  contact  Avith  the  large  stone  of  the  bed. 

Where  there  is  no  stone  in  the  old  bed.  restore  the  grade  with 
the  best  and  hardest  material  to  be  found  in  the  vicinit}',  making  it  a 
point  to  have  stone  to  fill  the  large  holes.  Tliis  formation  of  the  bed 
foi-  the  metal  on  top  of  the  old  bed  will  enable  large  and  stifficient 
ditches  to  be  formed  for  carrying  off  the  water.  The  most  particular 
atti-ntion  must  be  given  to  these  dilches.  as  upon  tliem  depends  thr 
])reservation  of  the  road. 

All  the  earth  taken  from  the  ditches,  side  roads,  and  slopes,  not 
required  to  make  good  the  grade  and  side  roads,  must  be  thrown 
down  the  hill  side,  and  on  no  account  whatever  upon  the  slope  of  a 
side  hill  cutting,  from  whence  it  soon  washes  back  into  the  ditches. 
The  minimum  size  of  the  ditches  sliould  not  be  less  than  three  feet 
wide  on  toj).  one  foot  deep,  and  one  foot  wide  in  the  bottom ;  the 
whole  depth  ta  be  below  the  bed  of  the  road.  Rock  and  peculiar 
side  slopes  can  alone  ])revent  this  being  practiced. 

The  side  slo])es  must  be  cut  to  a  slope  of  45,  with  1>erms.  as  a 
minimum ;  and  as  low  as  60  wherever  it  is  practicable. 

Wherever  earth  is  required  for  a  filling  to  make  good  the  side 
roads,  require  that  it  be  taken  from  some  near  side  slope  or  other 
])oint  tluit  will  improve  such  part  of  the  road.  The  minimum  side 
road  is  to  be  five  feet ;  wherever  the  natural  ground  will  permit,  cause 
it  to  be  increased  to  admit  of  summer  roads,  placing  the  ditches  out- 
side of  such  increased  side  road. 

The  second  alteration  is,  to  have  the  whole  work  done  by  con- 
tract, instead  of  job  work  and  day  labor,  as  was  practiced  last  year. 

To  efiect  this,  the  greatest  precaution  is  necessary  to  specify 
what  work  has  to  be  done  on  each  chain  of  four  rods  of  the  road,  the 
particular  grade  for  such  portion,  the  depth  and  size  of  the  ditches, 
the  side  roads  and  slopes,  and  from  whence  the  required  earth  is  to  be 
taken  to  restore  the  grade,  and  where  the  surplus  earth  is  to  be  taken 
from  the  ditches,  drains,  side  slopes,  &c. 

Tn  the  delivery  of  stone  for  the  metal,  the  contract  must  ])rovide 
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that  the  stoue  be  delivered  and  broken  on  the  side  roads  in  rectangu- 
lar piles  or  strings  of  such  dimensions  as  you  require  on  the  several 
parts  of  the  road,  and  the  measurcraent  made  of  the  cubic  contents 
of  the  stone  thus  prepared  ;  from  Avhich  measurement  you  will  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  perches,  by  previously  having  a  mass,  containing 
tlve  perches  of  stone,  as  it  comes  from  the  quarry,  as  compactly  piled 
us  can  be  without  the  use  of  a  hammer,  taking  large  and  small  indis- 
criminately. Have  this  mass  broken  to  the  size  of  four  ounces  ; 
ascertain  the  cubic  contents  of  the  bulk  it  shall  produce,  the  fifth 
part  of  which  you  will  take  as  a  perch,  and  the  unit  of  measurement 
for  paying  for  the  number  of  perches  to  be  delivered. 

The  metal  is  to  be  thrown  on  the  road  at  such  favorable  periods 
as  vou  shall  desi^'nate,  after  it  has  been  measured,  and  not  until  the 
contractor  has  prepared  the  required  quantity  for  half  a  mile  at  a 
time. 

You  will  ivquire  the  contractor  to  commence  the  grade  at  one 
end  of  the  piece  he  is  to  repair,  and  continue  regularly  through,  not 
permitting  him  to  seek  the  parts  requiring  least  work  to  execute 
first ;  and  when  delivering  stone,  to  commence  the  delivery  at  a  point 
giving  a  mean  distance  for  hauling  from  the  quarry ;  a  mean  rate  of 
payment  is  then  equitable,  otherwise  it  Avould  not  be. 

The  work  on  your  section  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct 
classes  :  the  one,  where  nothing  has  as  yet  been  done  ;  and  the  other, 
the  part  graded  and  stone  prepared  for  the  metal  during  the  past 
season. 

On  the  first  class,  you  will  nuike  contracts  to  grade,  deliver,  and 
]tut  on  tJiree  perches  of  limestone  where  the  old  bed  remains  firm,  and 
four  perches  where  the  old  bed  has  disappeared,  requiring  the  grade 
to  be  finished  by  the  15th  of  October ;  and  if  the  metal  is  all  prepared 
by  that  date,  to  be  put  on  by  the  1st  of  November,  the  contractor 
continuing  to  rake  the  road,  change  the  travel,  and  preserve  the 
whole  work  in  order,  until  the  succeeding  1st  of  April.  Should  the 
contractor,  however,  not  be  able  to  prepare  the  metal  to  put  it  on  the 
road  by  the  1st  of  November,  then  he  is  to  preserve  the  grade  of  the 
roatl  in  order  until  the  first  favorable  state  of  the  weather  after  the 
15th  of  March  ensuing.  Avlien  he  is  to  })ut  on  the  metal,  raking  and 
smoothing  the  surface  for  twenty  days  after  the  whole  metal  shall 
have  been  put  on  the  road. 

You  will  observe  that  the  contract  is  to  call  for  preserving  the 
road  in  either  case  during  the  winter;  in  one  case,  by  adding  metal, 
raking,  &c.,  and  in  the  other,  by  breaking  with  a  sledge  stone  to  fill 
the  ruts,  covei-ing  such  stone  in  the  spring  lightly  before  jnitting  on 
the  metal. 

The  second  class  of  work  is  the  unfinished  part  of  last  A'car's 
Ojierations,  upon  which  there  will  be  time  to  put  three  and  a  half 
additional  perches  per  rod  on  such  parts  as  were  covered  last  year, 
and  four  perches  per  rod  on  such  as  had  none,  requiring  that  it  be 
l)Ut  on  by  the  1st  of  November,  and  be  preserved,  raked,  ke..  until 
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the  succeeding  Isi  ni'  April,  during  ihe  winter  tilling  rut>  umde  In 
travel  with  additional  metal,  to  be  prepared  and  ready  at  convenient 
points  on  llie  road. 

For  the  culverts  yon  will  make  a  contract  with  one  person  lor 
all  that  may  be  necessary  on  half  3'otiv  section,  and  with  a  second 
person  for  the  other  half,  the  work  to  be  paid  Iiy  the  perch  of 
twenty-five  cubic  feet,  measured  by  the  plan  and  dimensions  you 
shall  designate  for  each  locality,  and  according  to  which  plan  the 
work  must  be  constructed.  For  this  work  you  will  require  the  stone 
to  be  of  good  proportions,  with  parallel  beds  and  faces,  ami  not 
smaller  than  two  cubic  feet  in  each  piece,  in  no  case  ever  ])enuilting 
a  stone  to  be  placed  ••  on  edge,"  a  very  common  practice,  destructive 
of  good  masonry.  The  covering  stone  to  be  of  such  additional 
dimensions  as  j'ou  shall  Judge  necessar}'  for  each  locality.  The  bot- 
toms of  tlie  culverls  to  Ije  paved  or  flagged  with  stone,  and  such  an 
ai)ron  constructed  at  each  end  as  to  guard  against  the  ends  being 
undermined  by  the  passage  of  the  water. 

The  repairs  of  tiie  masonry  of  the  bridges  and  walls  on  AVheeling 
Hill  it  is  very  desiralde  to  etfect  l)y  contract,  if  ])racticable.  On 
Wheeling  Hill  the  object  nui}'  be  etfected  \)y  requiring  the  masoni'v  to 
conforiu  with  that  already  executed,  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
size  and  quality  of  the  stone,  paying  for  it  by  the  perch  measured  in 
the  wall  wjien  finished,  reserving  the  one-fifth  of  the  value  from 
monthly  jiayments  as  security  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  whole 
Work".  The  repairs  of  ilie  lu'idge  may  be  executed  in  like  manner, 
specifying  the  masonry  of  the  bridge  now  building  over  Wheeling 
Creek  as  the  standard.  excei)ting  stones  ]ilaced  on  edge. 

It  is  desirable  to  post])one  the  repair  of  all  mascmry  to  the  latest 
date,  excepting  only  such  ]iarts  as  are  necessary  to  jjcrfect  the  grade  ; 
you  will  make  your  contracts  accordingly.  The  masonry  of  the  cul- 
verts and  some  of  the  bridges  must  be  finishe(l  in  time,  including  the 
filling  to  nudvc  good  the  roadway,  to  permit  the  contractor  for  grad- 
ing to  comply  witii  his  agreement.  The  usual  one-fifth  of  the  value 
of  work  done  being  retained  until  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  com- 
pleting the  whole  avoi-Iv,  when  this  sum  is  to  be  applied  either  to  carry 
into  ett'ect  the  ivmaining  ])rovisi(tns  rd"  the  agreemeid.as  sli])idale(l  to 
]ye  executed,  or  paid  to  liie  contraclor.  if  I  lie  work  has  been  faithfullv 
executed  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  agreement. 

You  will  makt'  all  your  jiayments  by  checks  di-awn  on  the  bank 
tlirougii  whieh  1  shall  mal<e  your  I'emittancH's.  taking  du])licate  re- 
ci'ijtts  for  moneys  tlnis  paid,  al  laclicd  to  a  liill  gi\ing  the  (pianlitv 
rate,  cost,  and  dale  of  the  ivci-ipl  of  the  arlirlc  clearly  and  <listinctly 
expressed. 

^'our  clieck  book  must  beaildcd  up.  and  the  balance  in  liank  as- 
cerlaineil  every  Saturday  evening,  wbicb  balance  must  be  reported  in 
the  weekly  reports  to  be  forwarded  to  me,  as  ivquired  last  season. 

The  balance  of  >-(nir  account,  as  appears  by  your  ledger  account 
with  me,  must  also  foi-m  an  item  in  the  weekly  repoi-t.     The  assistant 
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eiigiuoer  will  make  an  inspection  of  these  books,  and  re})()rt  to  nie. 
whenever  he  comes  on  your  section  of  the  road. 

The  receipted  vouchers  you  will  forward  to  the  office  at  Browns- 
ville, of  all  payments  made  durinc;  the  week  at  the  end  of  such  week, 
i-eserving  the  duplicate  until  called  for  hy  niysell'  or  the  assistant 
engineer. 

80  soon  as  you  are  apprised  by  me  of  funds  being  available  you 
will  immediately  advertise  by  hand  bills,  and  through  the  pul)lic  prints, 
that  contracts  will  be  made  for  repairing  the  section  of  road  undei" 
your  stipervision,  and  that  proposals  for  executing  the  vrork  will  be 
i-eceived  for  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  your  advertisement,  for 
repairing  each  mile  of  the  road  according  to  stipulations  and  yiartlcular 
information,  to  be  had  on  enquiring  of  you  on  or  after  such  date  as 
you  are  enabled  to  collect  it.  Let  the  advertisements  express  that 
the  repairs  consist  principally  in  grading  the  road  over  the  old  lieil. 
cleaning  out  the  ditches  and  drains,  restoring  the  side  roads  to  their 
width  of  five  feet  and  covering  the  road  thus  pre])ared  with  limestone 
broken  to  four  ounce  pieces,  in  stich  quantities  as  shall  be  specified  for 
each  rod,  varying  from  two  to  four  perches  per  rod.,  and  keeping 
the  whole  in  order  until  the  first  of  April  next,  by  which  date  the 
contracts  are  to  be  completed. 

To  ascertain  the  Avork  to  be  done  oji  the  ditt'erent  mile  sections, 
and  on  the  particular  ])arts  of  each  mile,  you  will,  the  instant  fumls 
are  available,  make  a  measurement  of  the  road,  noting  the  work  to 
be  done  on  each  chain  (as  specified  in  the  ])revious  ])arts  of  this 
communication)  in  the  most  minute  detail. 

This  statement,  reduced  as  niueh  as  practicible  to  a  tabular  foi'm. 
you  will  catise  to  be  printed,  as  the  information  to  be  given  to  persons 
upon  which  to  make  their  proposals,  and  it  will  be  embodied  in  or  at- 
tached to  the  articles  of  agreement  as  a  specification  of  the  work  to  be 
done. 

As  you  will  find  it  convenient  to  have  the  prepared  metal  piled 
in  uniform  masses,  admitting  of  the  application  of  a  gauge  to  ascer- 
tain whether  or  not  the  required  quantity  is  in  the  pile,  yoti  will 
cause  such  gauges  to  be  made  with  .slopes  of  45  degrees  and  in  no  in- 
stance permit  a  measurement  of  stone  to  be  made  without  having 
previously  verified  the  dii^iensions  of  the  gauge.  The  necessity  for 
this  you  Avill  perceive  b}'  reflecting  that  the  end  of  the  gauge  may  be 
cut  off  and  the  angles  altered  to  make  a  material  <lifferenee  in  the 
quantity,  without  being  perceptible  to  the  eye. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  frauds  heretofoiv  practiced,  and 
now  enumerated  that  you  niay  look  cautiously  to  their  not  being 
])racticed  upon  your  section  of  the  road  : 

Tst.     Diminishing  the  size  and  altering  the  angle  of  the  gauge. 

2d.  Loosening  the  pile  of  metal  just  before  (he  measurement,  to 
increase  its  bulk. 

3d.  Concealing  or  covering  u])  in  the  piles  of  metal  large  masses 
of  stone  or  otluT  matter. 
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4lli.  Breaking  !?tuiic  <A'  :i  soIut  oi-  ntln-rwisc  interior  (jiialily 
than  the  sample  agreed  upon. 

oth.     Breaking  the  metal  tu  a  larger  size  than  that  agreed  u])i)n. 

()th.  Eenioving  the  pre]iared  metal  from  <.n('  pr)int  to  another 
after  it  ha^  Iteen  measured. 

Ttli.  Taking  metal  from  the  faee  of  the  i-oad.  of  ihr  tirst  or 
second  stratum,  to  make  it  appear  the  (k-sii-ed  (juantity  has  hceii 
broken  to  fill  the  gauge. 

■Sth.  On  parts  of  the  road  where  limestone  has  already  Ijeen  ilc- 
livt-red.  wagoners,  with  a  partial  load,  passing  from  the  quarries  to  the 
point  of  deliver}-,  have  been  detected  in  stealing  a  piece  from  several 
]iiles.  thus  making  a  full  load  from  what  has  already  been  }>aid  for. 

\'ei'v  luany  otlier  frauds  have  been  detected  upon  reeeiving  and 
1  laying  tor  stone  perches  before  breaking.  No  corrective  otters  for 
the  many  that  may  be  practiced  under  this  system.  It  is.  therefore, 
in  no  ease,  to  be  adopted.  Always  measuring  the  stone  after  it  is 
lu'oken.  and  reserving  one-fifth  of  its  value  until  the  whole  agreement 
has  been  fully  and  faithfully  complied  vrith.  ai'e  the  best  securities 
against  fraudulent  ])raetices. 

Innnediately  after  concluding  the  eontracts  on  your  scetion  for 
the  season,  you  will  forward  me  a  statement  of  the  funds  required  to 
carry  them  into  elfect.  and  the  times  such  funds  will  probably  be  re- 
quired. Kespc'ctfully.  your  obedient  servant. 

inCIIl)    DKLAFJKLl). 

Captain  "f  Kngineers. 

Philadelphia.  Deeember  28,  1834. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  of  the  29th  3Iay  was  prepared  as  the 
instructions  for  Lieutenant  Vance,  conducting  the  oi)ei"ations  on  the 
seventh  division  of  the  road,  and  a  copy  thereof  was  forwarded  to 
the  otfieer  of  each  division,  with  directions  to  confoi-ni  thereto  on 
their  respective  sections,  suiting  the  phraseology  to  their  di\  isions. 

()n  the  27th  June,  on  being  made  acquainted  with  the  jiai'tieulars 
ot  the  act  of  Congress  making  the  appropriation  for  the  year's  ser- 
\ice.  the  following  instructions  were  coniiuunicati'd  to  the  officers  of 
the  sevei'al  divisions,  slightly  changed  to  suit  each  ])articu]ar  division  : 

■■Sir:  Funds  liaving  been  made  available  for  eontintdng  the  re- 
pairs of  the  Cumberland  Ivoad.  east  of  the  Ohio,  you  will  cause  the 
prejtaralory  measures  to  be  taken  immeiliately.  and  notice  given  as 
retpiiivd  by  my  letter  of  the  2'Jlh  of  May.  a  <'opy  of  which  has  been 
forwai'ded  to  you  from  Brownsville. 

•  Tlie  act  (»f  Congress  grants  a  sin-cilii-  sum   I'oi-  linishing  the  re- 
|iairsofthe  road;   \'ou  will,  therefore,  in  your  arrangemenl>.  pro\  id 
for  tlie  stone  bridges  on  the  new  road,  and  tlirei-  and  a   half  percln 
of  stone  to  the  rod  on  the  surface  of  the  road  as  metal ;  tin-  laltei-  li 
be  furnished  by  the  31st  of  December,  and  kept  raked  and  addiliona 
metal   ]>ul  on  until   the  l.'jth  day  of  February  en'>uin'j: :    the   ni:i-onr\ 
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(»f  tlu'  liiidges  to  be  finislied  by  tbe  15th  of  October,  with  proposals  of 
the  terms  for  finishing  the  same  work  by  the  30th  (hiy  of  June.  1835. 

"  The  form  of  a  contract  has  also  been  forwarded  to  you  from 
Brownsville,  which,  with  the  letter  of  instructions  accompanying  it, 
connected  with  the  tenor  of  this  communication,  you  will  make  your 
guide  in  the  management  of  the  section  of  road  confide'l  to  your 
supervision. 

'•You  will  oliserve  the  foi'm  of  the  contract  provides  for  work 
that  may  not  occur  in  your  division.  You  Avill,  in  preparing  the 
form  to  be  printed,  be  cautious  to  suit  the  same  to  your  particular 
division,  as  to  distance,  &c.,  &c.  Mile  sections  are  desirable  for  sub- 
dividing the  road,  and  as  the  ]>ortioii  to  be  given  under  contract  to 
an  individual :  on  your  division  other  subdivisions  will  be  found  more 
co]n-enient.  an'd  your  attention  must,  in  consequence,  be  given  to 
make  the  phraseology  of  the  instrument  conform  with  the  facts  of 
the  case. 

"  Hereafter,  you  will  commence  and  continue  your  weekly  re- 
ports to  me.  Apprise  me  of  the  date  you  limit  the  reception  of  pro- 
posals, that  I  may  be  with  you  at  the  time. 

''  EICHD  DELAFIELD,  Captain  of  Engineers." 

The  instructions  to  the  officer  of  the  third  division  required  him 
to  ])rovide  for  the  work  to  be  done  on  his  division  not  exceeding  three 
and  a  half  perches  of  stone  to  a  rod  on  the  surface  of  the  road  as  metal, 
reducing  the  quantity  to  two  or  one  perch,  as  might  be  requisite  to 
keep  the  whole  in  repair  until  finally  completed. 

For  a  copy  of  the  form  of  contract  forwarded  to  the  ofiicers  of  the 
several  divisions,  see  the  contracts  on  file  in  your  oftice,  for  the  fourth 
division  of  the  road. 

I  enclose  the  statement  callerl  for  by  the  letter  of  your  depart- 
ment of  the  9th  instant. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-o  .     .,        rn      .      n     .•  .  '         RICH'D  DELAFIELD, 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Gratiot,  ^       .^.^^  ^^  Engineers. 

Chief  Engineer.  ^  ^ 

REPORT  AND  ESTIMATE  FOR  THE  CUMBERLAND  ROAD  EAST  OF 
THE  OHIO,  UNDER  A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SENATE  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES,  CALLING  FOR  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  MA- 
SONRY, THE  THICKNESS  OF  ISIETAL  ON  VARIOUS  PARTS,  &c., 
&c.,  DECEMBER,  1834. 

The  plan  of  repair  adopted  and  continued  for  this  road  to  July, 
1834,  was  that  of  Macadam,  with  nine  inches  of  metal  in  three  strata. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session  made  a 
change  in  the  plan  of  operation  necessary.  The  sum  of  $300,000  was 
appropriated  to  finish  the  repairs  of  the  road  from  Cumberland  to 
Wheeling,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  miles,  of  which 
fifty-four  miles  had  not  been  commenced. 
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To  eoiiJDnn  with  the  i)r()visions  of  the  law,  it  became  necessary 
to  confine  the  expriidilure  of  this  sum  to  the  most  indispensable  parts 
of  the  system,  and  ad<i])t  a  less  ex]tensive  and  less  ])ennaneiit  re])air; 
abandoning  the  ])lan  of  tinishini;;  the  mountain  division  with  limestone 
throughout,  and  to  a  witlth  of  twenty  feet ;  contining  the  metal  on 
the  more  expensive  parts  of  these  divisions  to  a  width  of  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  feet,  instead  of  twenty:  abandoning  further  repaii's  to  the 
masonry  of  the  jiarapets  ot'  the  bridges;  depositing  the  stone  that  had 
been  pre])ared  for  this  pur])ose  on  the  side  roads,  and  leaving  the  side 
walls  on  Wheeling  Hill  in  their  uiiHnished  state;  limiting  the  stratum 
of  metal  1o  be  ]»ut  on  this  season  to  thrt'c  perches  and  a  half,  on  an 
average,  jier  rod.  on  the  whoh'  line  of  the  I'oad  ;  trans])ortnig  the 
stone  that  bad  previously  been  collected  for  an  additional  thickness 
of  metal  to  parts  that  had  not  been  supplie<l  with  any;  substituting 
wooden  iiridges  for  stone  over  AVills  creidc  and  Braddock's  run.  and 
abandoning  altogether  the  eonstruction  of  anj'  bridge  over  Dunlap's 
ci-eek.  The  repairs  thus  modified  are  fast  drawing  to  a  close,  when  the 
road  will  pi-esent  ])arts  covered  with  thicknesses  of  metal  varying 
from  tlu't'e  to  nine  imdies.  as  follows: 

Fii'st  division,  in  ^laryland.  sixteen  miles,  ont'  liundi'e<l  and  sixtv 
I'ofjs.  including  new  location,  is  covered  with  thive  inches  of  metal. 

Second  division,  in  Maryland,  sixteen  miles,  one  hundi-ed  and 
ninety-four  i-ods.  is  covered  with  si.x;  inches  of  metal. 

Third  division,  in  Pennsylvania,  two  hundred  rods,  is  covered 
with  four  inches  and  a  half  of  metal. 

'I'hird  division,  in  Pennsylvania,  twenty-five  miles,  one  humlred 
I'ods,  to  a  width  of  from  twidve  to  fifteen  feet,  is  coverecl  with  nine 
inches  of  metal. 

Fourlh  di\ision.  in  J\'nnsyl\ania.  one  mile.  se\'en  I'ods.  is  cov- 
ered with  three  inches  of  metal. 

Koui-th  division,  in  Pennsylvania.  b)ur(een  miles,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-thi-ee  rods,  to  a  width  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  t'eet.  is 
covered  with  six  incdies  of  metal. 

Fifth  division,  in  Pennsylvania,  eighteen  miles,  nine  i-ods.  is 
covered  with  three  inches  of  metal. 

Sixth  division,  in  Peun.sylvania.  twenly-i)ne  miles,  two  hiindre<l 
and  scNenty-t  hi'cc  nxU.  is  covered  with  ihrcc  inches  of  mcial. 

Se\enlh  di\isioii.  in  Virginia.  fi\e  miles,  is  c(»\-ercd  with  three 
inches  of  nulal. 

Seventh  division,  in  N'irginia.  nine  miles,  two  humlred  and  si.\- 
licn  rods,  is  covered  with  si.x  in(dies  of  metal. 

I'lie  nnmlicrot'  in(dies  of  nu'tal  put  on  thai  ])art  which  has  hcen 
located  anew,  tlu'  first  six  nules  of  the  lirsl  division,  being  three 
inches,  and  tlu-  numlH-r  of  incdies  of  metal  put  upon  that  part  of  ihc 
road  which  lies  l)c|wecn  the  .MoiKingahela  and  the  (>hio,  ihc  tjfih, 
sixth,  and  seventh  divisions,  being  three  inches  o|  mclal  on  |ort\-four 
miles  ami  two  hundreil  and  eigiity-two  rods,  anij  six  inches  of  metal 
on  nine  miles  and  two  hundred  and  sixteen  rods. 
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To  make  this  a  permanent  and  substantial  road,  such  that  llir 
heavy  trans]i(irtat ion  "wagons  shall  not  force  their  wheels  through  the 
metal  into  tiie  Ix'd,  not  less  than  the  original  contemplated  thickness 
of  three  strata  of  three  inches  each,  or  the  same  number  of  strata  of 
three  perches  and  a  half  of  stone  each,  appears  sufficient.  That  three 
inches  of  metal  will  not  suffice  to  bear  up  the  travel  passing  over  this 
road,  is  ])roved  ))y  the  experience  of  the  last  two  years.  Xor  Avill 
six  inches  answer  the  purpose  on  all  parts  of  the  road,  during  a  long 
or  continued  wet  spell  of  weather,  when,  from  absorption  alone,  the 
solidity  and  contiguity  of  the  metal  has  become  weakened  and  lessened. 
On  the  crests  of  the  hills  it  will  be  solid,  v.ith  a  thickness  of  six 
inches,  when,  in  the  valley  and  grades  under  one  degree,  the  evidence 
of  its  insufficiency  are  apparent.  JSTothing  less  than  the  three  strata 
of  three  inches  each  has  been  found  sufficient ;  the  last  stratum  being 
unequally  applied  according  to  the  firmness  aiul  dryness,  and  the 
slo]ie  or  grade  of  the  bed.  Such  was  judged  necessary  for  a  Macadam 
road  from  Cumberland  to  AVheeling,  and  the  results  tend  to  confirm 
the  necessity  of  a  thickness  of  nine  inches  on  an  average,  to  secui-e 
the  object  contemplated  by  the  instructions  of  the  Chief  Engineer. 

The  condition  of  the  masonry  on  the  whole  line  of  the  road  is 
in  an  unfinished  state,  so  far  as  regards  man}'  of  the  ])arts  upon  which 
rejiairs  have  been  commenced;  and  where  nothing  had  been  done 
toward  re])airing  the  bridges,  many  of  their  side-walls  or  ])ara})ets 
are  in  a  dilapidated  state,  or  torn  down  to  the  level  of  the  roadway. 
In  repairing  the  road  under  the  last  act  of  Congress,  no  more  masonry 
was  undertaken  than  the  construction  of  culverts  to  drain  the  road, 
and  repairing  such  parts  as  were  uecessar}"  to  perfect  the  roadway 
twenty  feet  in  width;  all  other  parts  were  left  in  the  unfinished  and 
decayed  state  in  which  they  were  when  the  appro])riation  of  the  3'ear 
caused  an  abandonment  of  further  re})airs  to  this  part  of  the  work. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  repairs  originally  contemplated,  and  to 
secure  the  uniform  strength  throughout  the  whole  line  of  the  road 
equivalent  to  nine  inches  of  metal,  the  following  sums  will  l)e  neces- 
sary, after  applying  the  means  now  on  hand,  and  which  are  pledged 
for  the  work  commenced  and  contracted  for  in  July  last. 

By  reference  to  the  annexed  statement,  it  will  be  perceived  the 
])rice  per  perch  for  delivered  stone  prepared  as  metal  on  the  road 
varies  from  ninety-three  cents  to  $2.50,  and  is  stated  f^r  each  section 
throughout  the  whole  line  of  the  road.  Three  quai-ries  sup]dy  u])- 
Avard  of  twenty  miles  of  the  road,  there  being  none  nearer  or  accessi- 
ble. Quarries  of  the  best  limestone  are  numerous  and  not  remote 
from  the  road  between  Wheeling  and  the  eastern  base  of  Laurel  hill; 
from  tlience  to  Frost  burg  they  are  few  in  number,  situated  in  deeji 
ravines,  and  remote  fnnn  the  road ;  from  Frostburg  to  Cumberland 
they  are  comparatively  numerous  and  of  eas}'  access.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  price  agrees  with  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the  stone,  and 
in  ilie  ratio  above  stated,  from   ninety-three  cents  to  $2.50  per  perch. 
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Gen.  Leu-is  Cass,  Secretary  of  War,  tratismitx  a  Report — More  about  the  Wooden 
Bridges  for  the  Neir  Location  near  Cumberland —  The  War  Dipartnunt  thinks 
thei/  irill  do  —  John  Hoi/e  stontJij  Objects—  The  Gorernor  (if  Mari/lund  tabs  a 
hand  against  Wooden  Bridges  —  John  Iloije  to  the  Fnmt  Ai/oin —  The  I'enn- 
siflrania  Commissioners  make  another  demawl  thnt  tlie  lioad  b>  j'hI  in  Iti pair. 

War  Department.  Jamiaiy  8.  1835. 

Sir:  IlercM-ith  1  have  the  lioiioi-  to  transmit  a  report  iroin  the 
Cliief  Engineer,  whieh  t'ui-nishes  the  iiilorniation  ealled  for  hy  tlie 
resolution" of  the  Ilouse  of  Eepresentutives  of  the  12th  ultimo,  respect- 
ing the  Cuml)erland  Road  east  of  the  Ohio. 

Yei'V  resixM'tfnllv.  vour  most  obedient  servant. 

LEW.  CASS. 
Hon.  John  Bell. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  January  3,   1835. 

»SV/-.-  I  have  the  hon(»r  to  hand  you  the  information  ealled  for  hy 
the  House  of  Re])resentatives  on  the  12th  ultimo,  relating  to  tlie  Cum- 
berland Road  east  of  the  Ohio, 

And  remain,  sir.  veiy  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant. 

C.  (ilJATIOT. 
The  Hon.  Ia'wIs  Cass.  Chief  Engineer. 

Secretary  of  War. 

Engineer  Department, 

WAS[iiN(iTON.  .Inly  2S.  1834. 

Sir  :  In  making  the  repairs  of  tlu-  Cumbi'rlan<l  IJoad  east  of  the 
Ohio  river,  it  was  deemed  e.xprdienl.  in  the  fall  of  1S32.  to  change 
that  jiart  of  thi'old  location  wliich  is  immediati-ly  wi'st  of  Cumber- 
l;in<l.  in  llir  Slate  of  Marylan<l.  for  the  purpose  of  Inrning  WilU  hill. 
Hv  this  an  abrupl  rise  of  several  lunulred  teet  would  be  avoided.  .\ 
survev,  i)reparatory  to  this  change,  was  made,  and  the  result  sub- 
mitted to  Congress,  in  the  session  of  1832-33;   tlu'  [u-oposed   change 
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was  authorized,  and  the  location,  as  exhibited  on  the  drawing  of  the 
survey,  adopted.  Tliis  ehani;"e  of  location  involved  the  construction 
of  a  bridge  over  the  mill-race  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  and  another 
over  Wills  creek,  as  well  as  other  bridges  of  minor  importance,  with 
several  culverts.  The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mar3dand  passed 
an  act  giving  assent  to  the  change  in  question,  with  the  proviso, 
however,  "that  the  part  of  the  road  embraced  in  this  change  should 
be  made  of  the  best  material,  upon  the  Macadam  plan,  and  that  a 
good,  substantial  stone  bridge  should  be  made  over  the  mill-race,  in 
the  town  of  Cuml)erland.  and  over  Wills  creek  at  the  ])lace  of  cross- 
ing, and  that  substantial  stone  bridges  and  culverts  should  l)e  made 
wherever  the  same  may  respectively  be  necessary  along  the  line  of 
said  road." 

In  the  estimates  Avhich  were  prepared,  and  submitted  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  its  action,  the  sum  pro- 
posed for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the  entire  road  from  Cum- 
berland to  the  Ohio  river,  contemplated  the  erection  of  the  bridges  on 
the  new  location,  in  conformity  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  of  Mary- 
land just  referred  to.  But,  as  is  known  to  you,  more  than  one-half  of 
this  sum  was  stricken  from  the  bill,  which  embodied  the  whole  amount 
of  the  estimate.  The  act  a])propriating  the  remainder  requires  that 
the  whole  of  the  re})airs  shall  be  completed  for  this  diminished  sum. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  necessary  to  change  the  plan 
upon  Avhich  it  was  proposed  to  execute  the  Avork,  and  the  object  of 
this  comnuuucation  is  to  ascertain  the  extent  to  which  the  depart- 
ment may  be  allowed  to  carry  this  change  on  the  new  part  of  the 
road  embraced  by  the  law  of  Maryland.  If  the  bridges  alluded  to  be 
Imilt  of  stone,  the  expense  will  be  much  greater  than  the  sum  allotted 
to  that  section  would  bear :  whereas,  if  the  abutments  be  built  of 
stone,  and  the  superstructure  of  wood,  the  same  ends  would  be 
attained  as  would  result  from  bridges  built  entirely  of  stone,  but  the 
letter  of  the  Maryland  law  woidd  be  departed  from.  Good  Avooden 
superstructures,  Avell  covered  and  painted,  would  last,  with  a  little 
care,  at  least  Ibrty  years,  and  perha])s  longer.  To  abandon  this  new 
location,  and  return  to  the  old  road,  would  be  to  sacrifice  a  large  amount 
of  money  already  expended  on  the  former,  which  is  now  in  a  state  of 
forwardness,  and  woidd  soon  be  finished.  Besides,  a  bridge  must,  in 
any  event,  be  constructed  over  Wills  creek,  and  every  consideration 
of  convenient  and  easy  traveling  conspires  to  render  its  location  on 
the  new  line  of  the  road  desirable. 

The  otficei'  charged  with  the  re])airs  of  the  road  is  now  engaged 
in  giving  out  the  work  to  contract,  and  making  othei"  arrange- 
ments necessary  to  a  s})eedy  application  of  the  funds.  It  is,  therefore, 
very  desirable  that  an  early  decision  may  be  ba<l  ot  this  question, 
and  it  is  accordingly  respectfully  requested. 

I  have  the  honoi-  to  be.  &c. 


■) 


C.  GRATIOT,  Brig.  Gen. 


Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


t!' 
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I  ;ii)})r()Vr  oi"  tin.-  course  ivfoinnieiuleil  by  (Jcncral  (^Jruliol  with 
ro_<;ard  to  the  l)ri(li;-os  —  the  ahutments  to  he  of  stone,  and  the  super- 
strnotniv  of  wood — helievinii;  tliat  such  a  course  would  he  deemed  by 
Maryland  a  sulistantial  eoiiiiiliiince  witli  the  hiw.  iiiKh'i'  tlie  cii-euiu- 
stanccs  of  t  he  case. 

.loll.X   FORSYTH. 

.Inly  2H.  1S84.  Act.  S«"c'y  ol'  Wniv 

r'CMUKHI.ANl).    .\uL!;Ust   5,   IS/U. 

Sir:  T  was  tliis  day  infornuMl  that  the  hridu'i"  across  Wills  creek, 
on  tiie  new  loctition  of  the  Cuniherland  roa<l  u])  Bradfhxdvs  run.  is  to 
lie  huilt  ol'wood.  Hytheact  ot  the  Leiiislature  of  IMaryland.  aut  hor- 
izinii;  the  IM'esideiil  to  change  the  location  of  tlu-  roa<l.  it  is  enacted 
that  the  road  may  lie  located  u)»  Wills  creek  throutih  the  narrows.  ])i'o- 
vided  the  hridi^es  wei'e  all  huilt  of  stone.  Jam  deci<h'dly  of  tlu'  o]Mn- 
ion  that,  h^■  tin-  ]>rovisions  (»t  that  law.  th.c  President  had  no  ]-iu;ht  to 
(dianu'e  the  location  of  the  road  unless  lie  strictly  com|ilied  with  every 
provision  ami  reiiuisition  of  said  law.  V^)U  will,  on  examinati(m  ot 
the  act  of  ]\[arvlaml.  pas.sed  at  .December  .session,  is;52,  (dia])ter  .")."). 
see  that  the  bridges  are  to  1)e  all  built  of  stone.  I  sincerely  hope  you 
will,  on  e.\aminin<;-  the  law.  and  reflecting-  on  the  sul)Ject,  direct  the 
l.i'idges  to  be  huilt  in  strict  comi)liance  with  the  law  authorizing  tlie 
(dninge  in  location;  it  would,  in  all  ])rohahilit3',  save  mom-y  and  time. 

i  am  sure  the  Stale  will  not  receive  the  road  Avithout  the  stone 
bridges.  I  shall  be  gratified  to  bear  from  you  on  this  subject  liy 
return  mail. 

Your  nu)st  ohedient. 
General  ('.  Cratiot.  .lOlIX    IJOYK. 

KN(il.NKKK    DkI'-VUTM  KNI'. 

Washington,  August  lb  isijf 
;S'//';  ^'()llr  coiiinnniicat ion  in  hehalf  of  the  citi/A'Us  oi  ('undier- 
land.  remonstrating  against  the  erection  of  bi-idges  of  wooden  super- 
structures over  AVills  ci-eek.  cSic,  addi-essed  to  nu'  under  date  of  tJth 
instant,  is  ivceived.  The  measui'e  to  whi(di  the  citizens  of  CUimiter- 
land  object,  grows,  of  necessity,  out  of  existing  eircumstanees ;  and 
the  bi-idges  will  have  to  be  built  in  the  manner  ami  of  the  matt'rials 
named  in  the  instruction  of  the  departim-nt  to  the  su])ei-intendent  of 
the  road,  or  the  new  location  to  turn  Wills  hill  must  be  abandoned. 
The  people  of  Cundu'rland  are  doubt  less  a  ware  t  hat  est  iniales  were 
sulnuitted  to  Congress  last  fall  for  I'unds  sullicient  to  put  up  the 
structures  in  coniormity  with  the  law  of  >raryland.  to  which  yon 
refer:  and  it  is  ho])cd  thai  lliey  are  also  aware  that  these  funds  wci-e 
i'e(lnee<l  more  than  one-lialf  in  anioniit.  and  that  the  ad  appropriating 
the  residue  imjjoses  the  task  of  completing  all  the  repairs  on  the 
whole  I'oad  i-ast  of  the  Ohio,  with    the  sum    i'endei'e(l    available  by  it. 
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Villi  will  jierce'ive,  sir,  that  tliere  was  no  otlier  ooiu'se  left    lo   llu'  dv- 
partinent  than  to  change  the  plan  and  system  of  ve])airs. 

The  liridges  "which  it  is  ]iro]iose(l  to  construct  will,  with  cai'c  last 
at  least  forty  years. 

Xwy  respectfully,  &e., 

C.  GRATIOT, 
Brig.  (Jen.  and  C'liief  Piiii;-ineei". 
B.  S.  Piij-man.  Rs<|..  ("uml.erland.  Md.  ' 


ExEcrTiYE  Department, 

Annapolis,  Sejiteniber  10,  1834. 

Sir:  By  an  act  of  the  (leneral  Assembly.  ])assed  at  Pecember 
session,  1832,  (of  which,  at  your  request,  an  authenticated  cop}'  was 
ti-ansmitted  to  you  on  the  29th  day  of  March,  1833),  the  consent  of 
this  State  was  given  to  a  change  of  the  location  of  a  part  of  the  Cum- 
berland or  l^ational  Road  within  our  limits,  upon  certain  conditions; 
among  whi(di,  "that  a  good  and  substantial  stone  bridge  shall  be 
made  over  the  mill-race  in  the  town  of  Cumbei'land,  and  over  Wills 
creek  at  the  place  of  crossing,  and  that  sulistantial  stone  bridges  or 
culverts  shall  be  made  wherever  the  same  may  respectively  be  neces- 
sary along  the  line  of  said  road." 

By  the  same  act,  John  Iloyo  and  Meshach  Frost,  Esqrs.,  and  the 
superintendent  for  the  time  l)eing  of  the  said  road.  a])pointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  were  appointed  commissioners  ''to 
report  the  said  l^ational  Road,  when  finished  and  I'epaired  within  the 
limits  of  this  State,  to  the  Governor  and  Council. " 

A  communication  has  been  received  from  John  Iloye.  Esq.,  in 
which  he  states  that  "  the  AVar  Department  has  now  directed  and 
contracted  to  have  all  the  bridges  on  said  new  location  built  of  wood."' 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  this  siibject.  in  the  fullest 
confidence  that  there  lias  been  some  mistake  or  misa])])rehension  on 
the  ])art  of  some  of  the  agents  or  persons  employed  u))on  the  work  in 
question,  and  that  you  will  cause  the  terms  and  conditions  npon 
which  the  consent  of  the  State  was  given  to  the  proposed  improve- 
ments to  be  respected  and  carried  into  effect. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  JAMES  THOMAS. 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  September  12,  1834. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  10th 
instant,  respecting  the  construction  of  the  bridge  on  the  National 
Road  near  Cumberland,  and   for  your  information   I  beg  leave  to 
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enclose    llie    ;iee(»lii]i;ili\ilii;"    rejiiii-l    IVotil    (lie    l''iliy,ilieer     I  )e|iarl  liielit , 

wliieli  ex]>l:iiiis  the  coui'sc  wliicli  has  been  taken,  and  the  neees.sity  oi' 
it.  I  tnisi  that  yim  will  tiiul  that  the  act  of  the  State  of  j\rarvlan(l 
has  heeii  siihstant ially  coiuidicM]  with,  and  certainly  so  far  as  the 
means  within  tliis  department  jiermitted. 

\'ery  I'esjieetfiiUy.  c^c. 

His  Excellency  James  Thomas.  '  LEW.  CASS. 

(Jovei'iior  oj  ^yfai'yland.  .\nna])olis. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  Se])teml>er  12.  18:U. 
Sir:   In    answei-   to   yonr  inqnii'ies   of  this   moi-ning"   resj)ectin<;" 
certain  liridi;'es  on  the  Cumbei'land  Eoad,  in  the  State  of  Mai'vland.  J 
have  the  honor  to  snhmit  the  following:;  statement  : 

In  ajiplyinii-  the  money  appropriated  by  Congress  at  the  session 
of  181^1  and  '.'>-.  for  the  repairs  of  the  (,'nniberland  Road  east  of  the 
Ohio  river,  it  was  deemed  highly  im]tort:inl  to  change  the  location  of 
that  ])art  of  the  road  immediately  west  ot  ("nmberland  to  tnrn  Wills 
monntain.  as,  bv  that  means, a  rise  of  several  hnndred  feet,  within  a 
few  miles,  wonid  l)e  avoided.  A  survey  was  accordingly  made,  and 
snbmitte<l  to  CongiTSs.  and  the  cliange  was  a])])roved.  The  State  of 
.Maryland  assented,  provided  the  ])art  of  the  road  embraced  in  the 
change  shonld  l)e'-made  of  the  best  materials,  upon  the  Macadam 
plan.  an<l  that  a  good  and  substantial  stone  bridge  shonld  be  made  on 
the  mill-race,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  and  ovei*  Wills  ci'cek  at 
the  ]»lace  of  ci'ossing,  and  that  substantial  stone  l)ridges  and  culverts 
should  be  made  wherever  the  same  may  respectively  be  necessary 
along  the  line  of  said  road.'' 

Kstimates  were  ])n'])ai'ed  last  fall  for  the  entire  com])letion  of  (he 
re])aii"s  of  the  road  Irom  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio.  These  estimates. 
wliicli  contemplated  the  construction  an<l  erection  of  bridges,  in  strict 
confoi-niity  with  the  law  of  Maryland  giving  her  consent  to  the  change 
of  lo<-ation.  wei'e  submittecl  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  its 
recent  session,  and  amounte(l  to  si.\  humlred  and  liftv-two  thousand 
one  liundreij  dollars.  Full  and  ample  e.xplamitions  accompanied  tliese 
estinu\tes,  so  there  could  have  been  no  misunderstanding  inspecting 
them.  A  lull  of  a]i])ro]-)riation  was  introduced,  embracing  their  entire 
amount.  T\\\s  amount,  after  much  discussion,  was  retlnceil  to  less 
than  one-half.  !o-wit  :  S800.(HM».  and  ihc  liill  lu'caine  a  law.  containing 
a  section  which  rc(|uires  that  as  soon  as  the  sum  of  S3(M>.(MMI.  or  as 
mucli  thereof  as  is  necessary,  shall  l)e  e.\])ende(l  on  llu'  ro;id  agree- 
alily  to  the  ))r<nusions  of  this  act.  the  same  shall  be  sui'i'cndered  to 
the  St  at  I's.  respectively,  through  which  the  road  passes;  '-and  the 
I'liited  States  shall  not  thei-eal'ter  be  subject  to  any  expense  for  re- 
])airing  said  road."  I'nder  these  circumstances,  it  was  )tlain  that  the 
system   of   i-epairs   upon  which    the   estinuiles  were   predicateil  could 
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not  lie  executed,  ami  a  eliau<;'e  l>eeaine  necessary.  'I'lie  sloiu'  I'l-idi^-es 
referred  to  in  the  law  of  Maryland  eonstitnted  a  liea\y  item  in  the 
estimates,  and  it  was  entirely  out  of  tlie  question  to  luiihl  them  with- 
out a  hsorbing  more  of  the  a|»])ro|)riation  than  the  al)solute  I'equire- 
ments  of  other  sections  of  llie  j-oad  would  admit.  There  heiiiii;  no 
ohligation  to  finish  the  new  location  further  than  that  im])Osed  hy  tlu' 
very  gi-eat  a<lvanta<;"e  resulting  from  its  adoption,  the  (juestion  arose 
whether  it  Avonld  he  l)est  to  ahandon  it,  and  return  to  the  old  J'oad  or 
not.  After  adopting  every  expedient,  consistent  with  a  faithful  exe- 
cntion  of  the  laAV,  to  diminish  the  expenses  on  other  portions  of  the 
I'oad,  it  was  found  that  a  sufficient  sum  wonhl  ])e  left  to  eonstnict 
this  new  jjortion  of  the  l)est  material,  on  the  Macadam  ])lan.  and  to 
huild  the  abntnients  and  piers  of  all  the  l)ridges  on  it  of  good  stone, 
and  in  the  best  manner,  provided  the  superstructures  were  ma<U'  of 
Avood.  This  Avas  the  liest  that  conld  be  done;  and  when  it  Avas  con- 
sidei-ed  that  these  superstructures,  l>eing  made  of  the  best  nniterials. 
Avould.  Avhen  coA'ered  and  Avell  ])ainted,  last,  Avith  a  little  care,  from 
thirty  to  forty  years,  it  Avas  recommended  to  the  acting  Secretary  ot 
War,  during  yonr  absence,  to  ado]it  them  in  preference  to  surrender- 
ing all  the  benefits  that  Avill  result  from  the  ncAv  road.  The  acting 
Secretary,  considering  that  the  approA^al  of  the  measure  would,  under 
this  state  of  things,  be  a  substantial  compliance  Avith  the  law  ot 
Maryland,  directed  instructions  to  that  ettect  to  be  issued  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  road,  Avhich  Avas  accordingly  done. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

By  order :  "      WM.  H.  C.  BAETLETT, 

Lieut,  and  Assist,  to  Chief  Engineer. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Cumberland,  December  12,  1834. 

Sir:  As  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Legislature 
of  Maryland  to  report  to  the  GoA'ernor  and  Council  of  said  State 
Avhen  that  part  of  the  National  Eoad  Avithin  the  limits  of  this  State 
shall  have  been  repaired  agreeably  to  the  ])roA'isions  of  the  hiAV  of  the 
State  agreeing  to  receive  that  part  of  the  road  lying  Avithin  the  limits 
of  this  State  ;  and  a  further  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland, 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  change  the  location 
of  a  part  of  said  road  Avithin  the  limits  of  Maryland,  the  change  of 
location  Avas  authorized  to  he  made  on  certain  and  positive  conditions 
that  the  bridges  over  Wills  creek  and  Braddock's  run  should  all  be 
permanent  stone  bridges;  and  the  road  to  be  constructed  with  the 
best  materials,  on  the  Macadam  plan  (see -the  law  of  ]\raryland, 
passed  December  session,  1832,  chapter  55).  The  plan  of  the  bridges 
has  been  changed  by  the  superintendent  to  Avooden  bridges,  in  direct 
A'iolation  of  the  engagements  with  this  State.  The  President  had  no 
right  to  change  the  location  of  the  road,  unless  the  law  of  this  State 
authorizing  the  change  was  fully  complied  Avith. 
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The'metal  on  the  ncAV  location  is  not  more  than  three  and  a  half 
inches,  and  every  wagon  that  passes  over  it,  when  the  road  is  wet, 
cnts  entirely  through  the  stone,  and  turns  up  thq  clay.  I  am  advised 
that  there  is  a  part  of  the  road,  fourteen  miles  west  of  Cumberland, 
which  has  had  but  three  and  a  half  inches  of  metal  put  on  it  over 
I  he  original  ])avenient.  I  am  gialitied  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  state 
that,  from  observation,  and  the  best  intormation  ]  have  been  able  to 
collect,  the  last  a])propriation  for  the  road  has  been  most  judiciously 
expended.     1  l>elieve  that  it  is  the  tirst  that  has  been  well  laid  out. 

I  must  say  that  we  cannot  report  in  favor  of  this  State  receiving 
the  road  until  the  permanent  stone  bridges  are  erected,  and  the  road 
ill  that  state  of  repair  contemplated  by  the  law. 

1  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  General  ('.  Gratiot,  dated 
in  August  last,  which,  with  my  communication  to  his  excellency 
James  Thomas,  Governor  of  Maryland,  a  copy  of  which,  I  presume, 
he  communicated  to  your  department  during  the  last  summer,  you 
will  please  to  consider  a  part  ot  this  communication.  I  should  have 
a<klressed  3'ou  at  an  earlier  period,  but  was  prevented  by  severe  in- 
disposition. 

I  remain,  wiih  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

JOHN  HOYE. 
lion.  Ja'wIs  Cass. 

Secretary  of  AVtir.  Washington  City. 

NOVEMUER  17.  1834. 

*SV/-.-  The  undersigned  commissioners.  a]tpointed  by  the  Governor 
ot  Pennsylvania  to  erect  gates  and  superintend  the  collection  of  tolls 
on  the  Cuinlierland  Jioad -'after  it  shall  lie  ])U(  in  a  good  state  of 
rcjiair  \<y  tlic  United  States,"  respecttnlly  I'ciircsml : 

That,  from  a  full  and  careful  examination  of  tlie  subject,  they  are 
satisfied  that  they  are  not  authorized,  by  the  terms  of  llie  law  under 
which  lliey  are  appointed,  to  accejjt  (he  road  from  the  I'^nited  States, 
or  erect  gates  for  the  collection  ot  tolls,  until  jirovision  is  made  by 
Congress  for  com]»leting  the  re]>airs  on  the  plan  already  adopted  i)y 
the  agents  of  the  United  States,  and  sanctioned  by  several  approj)ria- 
tions  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Without  this  it  is  evident  that  a  consid- 
erable portion  n\'  the  road,  wliidi  lias  received  bid  a  single  stratum  of 
stone,  will  he  left  in  a  condition  so  wt'ak  and  iniju'rh-cl  as  soon  to 
become  again  totally  imjiassable  for  a  considerable  jioi'tion  of  the  year. 

Tlie  law  of  Pciuisylvania  exjiressly  re(|uiivs  that,  before  the  road 
is  acceptc'l  by  I  lie  < 'niiimi.ssioners,  it  iniisl  lie  jiiit  in  good  and  coniiilrte 
repair  hy  tiie  I'nited  States.  To  this  act  and  all  its  provisions.  Con- 
gress, on  tin-  3d  of  July.  1832,  gave  its  assent  ;  an  appropriation  was 
ina<le.  and  a  ]ilan  of  rejiair  was  accordingly  adopti'tl  by  tiie  agents  of 
the  government,  and  t  wo  subsei|iirnt  appropriations  made  l)y  Congi'css 
to  carry  this  plan  and  compact  into  ctVccl.  The  coiniilctc  n'i»air  of 
tlie  road  is  made  by  the  conijiact  a  condition  pivccilcnt  to  be  performed 

5'« 
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by  the  United  States.  It  is  not  performed,  as  appears  by  the  report 
of  the  agents  of  the  United  States,  and,  until  it  is,  the  Commissioners 
appointed  by  the  State  cannot  be  justified  in  accepting  the  road  or 
exacting  tolls.  Besides,  it  is  evident  that  the  tolls  established,  even 
if  raised  to  the  maximum,  will  be  totally  inadequate  to  the  preserva- 
tion and  repair  of  the  road,  unless  first  put  in  a  state  of  complete  and 
substantial  repair.  This,  a  statement  of  a  single  fact  will  fully  demon- 
strate. It  appears  by  a  report  lately  received  from  the  superintends >t 
of  that  part  of  the  road  which  lies  between  Hagerstown  and  Cumber- 
land, that  the  tolls  there  collected  amount  to  $312  per  mile  per  an- 
num ;  of  this  $45  is  required  to  pay  gate  keepers  and  su])erintendents, 
leaving  $267  for  repairs.  The  tolls  on  that  part  of  the  road  ai'e  more 
than  three  times  as  high  as  those  proposed  on  this,  so  that  the  amount 
of  tolls  applicable  to  the  repair  of  this  road  will  not  exceed  $89  per 
mile  per  annum,  a  sum  barely  sufficient  to  preserve  the  road  after  it 
is  put  in  the  best  possible  state  of  repair.  The  undersigned  do  not 
presume  to  prescribe  a  plan  of  repair ;  they  are  satisfied  with  that 
adopted  and  partly  executed  by  the  agents  of  the  United  States;  and 
they  now  distinctly  declare  and  pledge  themselves,  that  so  soon  as 
Congress  shall  appropriate  the  sum  required  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  complete  the  repair  of  the  road  on  the  plan  adopted  in  his  report 
at  the  last  session,  we  will,  with  all  possible  despatch,  proceed  to  erect 
the  gates,  and  relieve  the  United  States  from  all  further  charge  or 
expense  on  account  of  said  road,  after  the  appropriation  so  made  shall 
be  expended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

THOMAS  ENDSLEY. 

DANIEL  DOWNER. 

WILLIAM  F.  COPLAN. 

STEPHEN  HILL. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  BENJAMIN  ANDEESON. 

Secretary  of  War. 

Note.  — The  bridges  near  Wills  creek  were  in  the  end  built  of  stone. 
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Tin  Iriin  Bridge  orer  Dnnlaj/s  Creek  at  Browusville  —  Inleresting  facts  relating  to  itx 
jtrojection  and  coivit ruction — The  Jirst  step — Scrrral  respectable  Gentlemen  of 
Bruirnaville  call  the  attention  of  the  Gorernrnent's  Agent  to  the  subject. 

National  Eoad,  85f  Miles  from  Cumberland, 

August  15,  1832. 

Sir:  Yc'r^lordaw  as  I  passed  through  Browusvillo.  I  was  waited 
on  \>y  several  of  tlie  UKxst  respectable  geiitlenien  of  that  })laee.  who 
were  anxious  to  have  me  examine  the  bridge  over  Dunlap's  creek,  be- 
tween Brownsville  and  Bridgeport,  to  see  its  condition,  and  to  give 
my  opinion  as  to  its  renewal.  Accordingly.  I  observed  that  I  thought 
the  bridge  W(^uld  not  staiul  a  twelve-month,  and  that  I  did  not  feel 
mj'self  authorized  to  renew  it,  as  the  bridge  had  never  been  made  by 
the  government,  but  recommended  tlvat  they  write  to  the  department 
for  a  decision  :  and.  agreeably  to  their  rerpiest.  observed  that  I  would 
likewise  rejjort  the  actual  condition  of  the  bridge.  Consequently,  I 
enclose  to  the  de])artment  a  leaf  from  my  note  book,  giving  a  rough 
sketch  of  the  bridge,  and  })ointing  out  its  defects.  The  reason  wliy 
this  bridge  was  not  originally  constructed  by  the  government,  as  well 
as  a  bridge  over  "The  ^lononiiahela  river,  are  belter  known  to  the 
de])artment  than  I  am  able  to  conjecture. 

J  have  to  ol»,serve  that  a  (■oin])any  is  now  constructing  a  sultstan- 
tial  Ijridge  over  the  ^ronongahcla  river,  across  from  Bridge])oi-t. 
thereby  making  the  In-idge  over  l)unlap"s  civek  an  important  link  in 
the  i-oad  ;  and  that  a  bridge,  to  ensure  the  purpose  of  a  common 
hiiihwav.  would  not  be  suitable  for  tlu' onh' cuiincctini'-  iioint  between 
two  im]tortant  and  increasing  towns. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sii'. 

^'(  ry  i-espi-etfully.  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.   K.   F.  MANSFIELD, 
(Jen.  ('.  (iratiol.  Lieutenant  Corps  of  Kngineei's. 

Chief  Engineer. 

TFIK  snu IXT  TO  BK  i:.\".\MI  M:|). 

ENCilNEER   DePART.M  ENT. 

Washington,  August  2<i.  Is.!!'. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  inst..  informing  the  department  that 
you  had,  at  the  rcrpu^sl  of  the  citizens  of  Brownsville,  made  an  ex- 
amination   of  the   bridge   over   l)nidap's  creek,   with    a   view   (<>   an 
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opinion  on  the  question  of  its  removal,  and  transmitting  a  rough 
sketch  of  the  bridge  as  it  at  present  exists,  is  received. 

In  consequence  of  the  views  pi'esented  in  your  letter,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  this  bridge  to  ascertain 
whether  it  is  sufficiently  substantial  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the 
road,  by  putting  proper  repairs  upon  it,  or  whether  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  remove  it  entirely,  and  to  build  a  new  one. 

You  will  accordingly  make  this  examination,  and  with  your  re- 
port on  the  subject  you  will  transmit  such  drawings  and  explanatory 
notes  as  may  be  necessary  to  present  a  full  and  clear  view  of  the  re- 
pairs, or  new  bridge,  as  tlie  case  may  be,  accompanied  by  the  proper 
estimates  for  their  execution. 

You  will  also  ascertain,  by  the  best  oral  testimony  that  can  be 
obtained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge,  whether  it  is  on  the  line  of  the 
road  as  originally  located,  and  make  known  the  fiict  in  your  report. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  been  written  to  on  the  subject,  and,  as 
soon  as  his  decision  is  known  at  the  department,  you  will  be  instmcted 
accordingly.  1  am,  &c.,  &c., 

C.  GEATIOT. 
Lieut.  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Uniontown,  Pa. 


AN  EXAMINATION  MADE,  AND  AN  ADVERSE  DECISION  RENDERED. 

Uniontown,  Pa.,  August  24,  1832. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reeei]»t  of  the  letter 
of  the  department  on  the  subject  of  the  bridge  over  Dunlap's  creek, 
at  Brownsville,  and  to  state  that  I  have  completed  the  examination 
of  the  road  to  the  Virginia  line,  and  have  already  given  out  notices 
for  contracts,  two  of  which  arc  enclosed  for  the  perusal  of  the  de- 
]iartment.  1  am,  &c., 

J.  K.  F.  MANSFIELD, 
Gen.  Charles  Gratiot,  Lieutenant  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Chief  Engineer. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  October  11,  1832. 

Sir:  You  were  informed  by  letter  from  the  department,  under  date 
of  20th  August  last,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  been  written  to  on 
the  subject  of  Imilding  a  new  bridge  over  Dunlap's  creek  in  the  place  of 
that  which  is  at  ])resent  in  the  line  of  the  Cumlierland  lioad,  between 
Brownsville  and  Bridgeport,  and  which  was  referred  to  in  your  com- 
munication to  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  15th  of  August  last.  I  now 
have  to  inform  you  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  that  tin- 
bridge  in  question  cannot  be  built  at  the  expense  of  the  government, 
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under  the  law  making  appropriation  for  the  repairs  of  the  Cumber- 
land Road  east  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Very  respectfully.  &c., 
By  order :  WM.   H.  C.  BARTLETT, 

Lieut,  of  Engineers,  and  Assistant  to  Chief  Engineer. 
Lieut.  J.  K.  F.  Manstield, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  or  Capt.  Delaticld. 

the  decision  reversed,  and  the  bridge  to  be  built. 

Engineer  Department, 

.Washington,  May  13,  1833. 
Si?':  The  Secretary  of  War  has  determined  that  a  new  bridge  shall 
be  built  across  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  creek,  in  the  line  of  the  Cum- 
berland R(»a<l;  you  will,  therefore,  be  ])leased  to  submit  a  plan,  and 
estimate,  with  as  little  dela}'  as  practicable,  with  the  view  to  the 
erection  of  this  bridge  during  the  present  year. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 
Capt.  E.  Delafield.  C.  GRATIOT, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Uniontown,  Pa.  Brig.  General. 

a  serious  question  as  to  location  arises  —  A  REQUEST  THAT  BARRIERS  BE 

USED  ON  THE  ROAD. 

Extract  from  a  letter  dated  Brownsville,  May  U,  1834. 

Sir:  To  establish  the  location  of  Dunlap's  ci-eek  bridge,  I  desire 
(111-  tield  notes  of  the  commissioners,  if  on  tile  in  your  office,  and  Mr. 
8hriver's  notes  of  location  From  these,  I  am  inclined  to  l)elieve  it 
will  ap}tear  that  the  most  favorable  route  for  the  bridge  was  pointed 
oul  l)y  tlie  commissioners,  and  the  route  over  the  bridge  now  used. 
IK)  pai't  of  the  National  Road,  but  a  county  bridge,  tliat  we  have  no 
I'iglit  to  iiilcrlerc  with.  ^lay  1  ri'i|iu'st  such  infoi'inatioii  as  is  within 
your  reach  on  this  suliject? 

The  road  may  be  called  a  very  excellent  tnrnjiike  l)etween  this 
and  Frosthurg,  at  the  present  time;  so  smooth  that  already  the  stage 
]>roprietors  have  commenced  the  use  of  a  '-rough  lock"."  that  materi- 
ally injures  the  surface.  Some  defects  are  clearly  observable,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  constant  travel  and  wear  of  the  center  of  the  road 
from  the  prohibition  to  use  l)arriers  to  change  the  travel. 

Without  being  ])ci-ii:itt('d  to  use  barriers  of  htgs,  stumps  and 
stones,  it  is  out  of  our  ]»ower  evei'  to  make  a  ])erfect  Macadanii/A'd 
r()ad,  and  fai"  from  being  as  good  as  the  expenditure  should  |iro(luce. 
Such  a  system  has  been  resoi-tcd  to  on  every  road  I  have  seen  made, 
and  eveiy  officer  associated  with  nic  c(nicurs  in  the  o|>inion  that  we 
cannot  succeed  without  using  thcni.  I'crmil  nic  In  :isl<  ;i  recunsiiiera- 
lion  of  the  order  prohihiting  their  n>e. 

IJespect fully,  youi'  olie<licnl  sei-\:inl. 

Brig.  (icn.  Charles  (iratinl.  KK'll   D  I  >  K  LA  L  Kl  Kb  I ». 

Chief   Kn-inrei-.  Caphiin  ot    Kngmeers. 
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the  use  of  barriers  permitted— a  road  beginning  at  uniontown,  and 

ending  at  washington. 

Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  May  20.  1834. 

Sir:  Your  communication,  dated  the  14th  instant,  was  duly 
received.  In  confoi-mity  with  your  request,  a  detail  of  two  oflficcrs, 
as  your  assistants  on  the  Cumberland  Koad,  has  been  apjdied  for. 
Herewith  is  transmitted  a  book  containing,  as  stated,  '-the  notes  of  a 
location  of  the  United  States  western  road,  beginning  at  Uniontown, 
and  ending  at  the  turnpike  near  Washington,"  which  is  the  only 
document  among  the  papers  transferred  from  the  Treasury  De])art- 
ment  to  this  othce,  relating  to  the  Cumberland  Road,  embraced  in  the 
notes:,  required  to  be  forwarded  to  you. 

(On  the  subject  of  regulating  the  travel  so  as  to  preserve  the 
surface  of  the  road  from  injury  mentioned  in  your  letter,  you  will 
again  resort  to  the  use  of  barriers,  wood  only,  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  placed  only  on  one  side  of  the  road  at  the  same  time,  pro- 
vided the  object  can  thus  be  accomplished,  and  so  elevated  as  to  be 
very  cons]>icuous.  that  the  travel  by  night  may  not  be  endangered 
by  the  barriers).  I  ani,  &c.. 

C.  GRATIOT. 
Capt.  R.  Delatield.  Brig.  CTcnci-al. 

Corps  of  Engineers.  Brownsville.  Pa. 

a  big  appropriation,  bit  the  bridge  abandoned. 

Engineer  1 )  e  pa  rt  m  e  n  t  . 

AV'ashington,  June  25,  1834. 
Sir:  Three  hundred  thousand  dollars  have  just  been  appropri- 
ated for  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  Road  east  of  the  Ohio.  You 
will  perceive  by  the  law,  a  printed  copy  of  which  is  herewith  en- 
closed, that  the  intention  is  that  this  sum  shall  complete  the  re})airs. 
You  will,  therefore,  take  your  measures  accordingly,  and  put  the  road 
in  as  good  condition  as  this  sum  will  admit  of.  The  new  section  to 
turn  Wills  hill  will  be  completed  on  the  plan  already  commenced, 
hut  the  plan  of  operations  on  the  other  sections  must  be  moditied  to 
suit  the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  iron  bridge  over  Dunlaps 
creek  Avill  be  abandoned.  Your  project,  when  matured,  will  bo  trans- 
mitted for  the  approval  of  the  department. 

\vvy  respectfuU}'.  i^c. 

By  order:  WM.  IL  C.  BARTLETT, 

Lieut,  and  Assistant  to  Chief  Engineer. 
Capt.  R.  Delatield, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Xew  Castle.  Del. 
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ANOTHER  AND  FINAL  CHANGE— THE  BRIDGE  TO  BE  BUILT  ON  THE  SITE  OF  THE 

OLD  ONE. 

Engineer  Department, 

"Washington,  August,  14,  1834. 
*S'(V;  I  have  tu  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  coinniunication. 
dated  31st  ultimo,  in  reference  to  the  bridge  over  Dun  lap's  creek,  on 
the  Cumberhmd  Eoad,  east  of  the  Ohio.     The  subject  of  rebuilding 
(liis   bridge  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  AVar  dur- 
ing the   summer  of    1832.  when    he  refused  to  take  any  action    in 
the  nuitter,  on  the  ground  that  it  Avas  a  county  bridge,  which  should 
lie  iv])aired  or  rebuilt  by  the  county  authorities,  as  the  United  States, 
in  adopting  a  s^-stem  of  repaii's.  had  undertaken  to  repair  only  that 
which  they  had  originally  constructed.     It  was  thought  on  the  other 
side,  that  notwithstanding  the  United  States  had  not  built  this  bridge, 
yet,  as  they  had  enjoyed  the  free  benefit  of  it,  and  as  it  lay  on  the 
tacitly  acknowledged  line  of  the  road,  they  were  bound,  under  the  act 
of  Congress  authorizing  the   repairs  of  the  road  to  work  on  every 
j)art  of  it  without  reference  to  original  constructors  or  proprietors. 
In  this  state  of  the  case,  it  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Taney,  then  Attor- 
ney Cicneral.  who  decided  verbally  in  favor  of  the   latter  view,  and 
instructions  in  conforniily  thereto  were  issued  to  the  superintendent 
of  the  road,  requiring  him  to  cause  the  bridge  to  be  either  repaired 
or  rebuilt.     This  question  having  been  settled,  the  next  is,  whether 
r)unla))'s  creek  can   be  crossed  at  any  other  ])oint  than  Avhere  the 
county    bridge    now    stands.      It  is  the  opinion   ot  the  department 
that  it  cannot.     It  would  seem  there  is  no  evidence  on   record  that 
any  location  was  ever  finally  fixed  u])on   by  the  commissioners,  and 
re](orted   by  them   to  the  Pi-esident,  for  the   part  of  the  road  in  the 
iiiiinediate   vicinity  of  this  creek;    but   the   fact   that   the    road    was 
actually  made  in  its  present  location,  and  used  ever  since  its  original 
construction,  without  any  o])[)Osition,  is  strong  proof  that   this  routi- 
was  ado])ted  by  the  Government;  at  all  events,  in  the  absence  of  all 
other   evidence,  the   dei)ai'tment  feels  constrained  to  act  u^xju  this. 
Xow,  the  appropriations  having  been   made  for  the   rejiairs  of  the 
road,  and  not  for  constructing  any  ])art  of  it,  except  the   new  section 
to  turn  Wills  hill,  it  is  not  i)erceived  how  any  part   of  the  funds  can 
be  applied  to  the  new  location  proposed  by  you.     These  views  having 
been  submitted  to  the  acting  Secretary  of  War.  he  concurs  in  them. 
Your  o))erations  will,  therefore,  be  confined  to  the  ohl  rnail  <'ii  which 
the  bridge  must  be  located.  Very.  \-c.. 

C.  c;i{A'J'l()T. 

('a[il.  Richard  Delafield.  * 

('(lips  of  Engineei's.  Hiuu  nsvillc.  I'a, 
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Ajipropriaduiix  hij  Congress  at  mriuiix  tunc>^  for  Making,  Repairing,  and  Continuing 
the  Road — Aggregate  of  A})propriations,  $6,824,919.33. 

1.  Act  of  March  29,  1806,  authorizes  the  President 
to  appoint  a  commission  of  three  citizens  to  lay 
out  a  road  four  rods  in  width  "  from  Cumberland 
or  a  point  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river 
Potomac  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  between  Cum- 
l)erland  and  the  place  where  the  main  road  lead- 
ing from  Gwinn's  to  Winchester,  in  Virginia, 
crosses  the  river,  *  *  *  to  strike  the  river 
Ohio  at  the  most  convenient  place  between  a  point 
on  its  eastern  bank,  opposite  to  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  Steubenville  and  the  mouth  of  Grave  creek, 
which  empties  into  the  said  river  a  little  below 
Wheeling,  in  Virginia."  Provides  for  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  States  through  which  the  road 
passes,  and  appropriates  for  the  expenses,  to  be 
paid  from  the  reserve  fund  under  the  act  of  April 

30,  1802 $      30.000  00 

2.  Act  of  February  14,  1810,  appropriates  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  President,  in 
making  the  road  between  Cumberland  and  Browns- 
ville, to  be  paid  from  fund  act  of  A]n-il  30,  1802        ()(),( MiO  00 

3.  Act  of  March  3,  1811,  appro])riates  to  be  expended 
under  the  dii'ection  of  the  President,  in  making 
the  road  between  Cumberland  and  Brownsville, 
and  authorizes  the  President  to  permit  devia- 
tions from  a  line  established  by  the  Commissioners 
under  the  original  act  as  may  be  expedient ;  Pro- 
vided, that  no  deviation  shall  l)e  made  from  the 
]>riiu-i}>al  ]><)ints  established  on  said  road  between 
Cumberland  and  Brownsville,  to  be  paid  from  fund 

act  of  April  30,  1802 50,000  00 

4.  Act  of  Februar}^  2C,  1812.  apinojji-iates  balance  of 
a   former  a])pr()j)riali()ii    not    uscmI.   but    carried   lo 

surplus  fund 3.780   (iO 

Carried  fonnird $    143,786  60 

(100) 


'I'llK    iil.p     I'lK'K.  I'll 

Hrn,i,il,l  jnnr,i,(l 8     1  I^.TStl   0(1 

Aft  oT  May  (I.  iSliJ.  :i|i|)ru]»ii:itt.'s  lo  In-  ('X]»i'ii<U'(| 
iiimIci'  (lifcctioii  of  tIio  J'ri'sidi'iit.  lor  iiiakiiiii'  llu' 
i-oail  tVoiii  ( 'iiiiilicrlaii<l  to  Bi'owiisvillc  to  lif  paiil 
li-uiii  IiiikI  ad  of  Aiii'il  :;i>.  ]s(ii' :;u.(Hi(t  on 

Act  of  -March  :>.  islij  (  (Jciicral  A  iiiiro|iriatioii 
Hill ).  ai»))i'o)»rialc'S  for  makiiiii  tlu-  road  from  Cuiii- 
in'rlaii(i  to  the  State  of  Ojiio.  to  he  paid  from  fund 

act  of  April  H(».  1S()2.. 1  Ki.ood  no 

Act  of  Fehriiai-v  14.  l<Slo.  a])pro]»riatcs  to  he  ex- 
]»ciided  under  the  direction  of  tlic  President,  foi' 
makiiiii'  t  he  road  hetween  ( "uiiilicrlan<l  and  Browns- 
ville, to  he  j.aid  IVoiii  tiiiid  act  of.Vpril  :!ti.  ]S(Il>..        liMi.iiitn   (i(f 

.\ct  of  .\pril  Hi.  181G  (General  A])pro))riation  Bill), 
appropriates  foi-  makini»;  the  roa<l  from  ("iimlx-r- 
land  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  he  p:ud  fi-om  the  fund 

act.  April  80.  1802 , 'JoO.OOd  ii(t 

.\ct  of  A])ril  14.  1818,  appropriates  to  nu-ct  claims 

due  and  unpaiii .)2.!*84   (ill 

I)emands  under  cxistiiii;"  contracts 2()0.0(Hl   (Ml 

from  money  in  the  treasuiy  not  otherwise  a])]»ro- 
priated. 

Act  of  Mareh   ?>.  1819.  appropriates  for  existini^ 

claims  and  contracts. ".       250. (KM)   0(1 

Completin-i  road 285. (Km  00 

To  be  ])aid  from  i-eserved  funds,  acts  admittini!; 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Aet  of  May  15.  1820.  ap])ropriates  for  layiiii:;  out 
the  road  lietween  AVheeliiiii;.  Ya..  and  a  ])oint  on 
the  left  hank  oi  the  .Mississip]ii  rivei-.  hi'tweeii  St. 
Louis  and  the  mouth  ot'  the  Illinois  river,  road  to 
he  eiii;hty  feet  wirle  and  on  a  straiuht  line,  and 
authoi'i/.es  tlie  President  to  appoint  ("ommission- 
ei's.      To   he   paid   out    of  any  money  in  the  treas- 

ury  not  othei'wise  a]»pro])i'iated 1(1. (HK)   (Ml 

.\(t  of.\pril  11.  1  S2(l.  appr<»pria1es  for  coiii|)letinii" 
conti-act  for  road  trom  Washin^Mon.  I'a..  to  Whcid- 
in<^.  (»ut  of  any  moni'V  in    the   treasui-y  not  otln'r- 

wise  ai»i»ropriated. .  ." ." 1  I1.(mmi  imi 

Act  of  l-\liruary  28.  182!:{,  a])pro|»riates  for  i-cpairs 
hetween  ('iimhcrlaiid  and  Wheelini;.  and  author- 
izes the  Presidc-nt  to  a]ipoint  a  su|»erintendent  at  a 
e<»mpeiisat  ion  of  8'».'Ml  per  day.  To  he  paid  out  of 
money  not  otherwise  appi'ojiriated 25.(mmi  on 

Crtrr!r,/  fonntnl 81 .737.771    20 
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Bro)(</ht  foricarJ SI  .7;17.T71    i!'» 

1  [.  Act  of  .Marcli  8,  1825,  ai>]HM])ri:itrs  lor  oiicniiii;' 
and  inakiii<>;  a  road  from  the  town  ol'  Canton,  in 
llu'  State  of  Ohio.  ()|)]iosito  Wheolinii".  to  Zanos- 
vilU'.  and  foi"  the  eon)])letion  of  the  sui'veys  of  tlie 
niail.  liiiveted  to  be  made  t>y  the  aet  of  May  15. 
1820.  and  orders  its  extension  to  the  permanent 
seat  of  government  of  Missoi;ri.  and  to  pass  liy  the 
seats  of  government  of  Ohio.  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
said  road  to  commence  at  Zanesvilk^.  Oliio  :  also 
autlioi'izes  the  a])pointment  of  a  snperintendent 
liy  the  President,  at  a  sahu'v  of  §l.oOtl  per  annum. 
Avlio  shall  make  all  conti'aets,  receive  and  disburse 
all  moneys,  &c.:  also  authorizes  the  appointment 
of  one  commissioner,  who  shall  have  ])OAver  ac- 
cording to  provisions  of  the  act  of  May  15.  1820; 
SIO.OOO  of  the  money  appropriated  by  this  act  is  to 
be  expended  in  completing  the  survey  mentioiie(l. 
The  Avhole  sum  a])]n-o]iriated  to  be  advanced  from 
mime^'s  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  re])laced 
from  reserve  fund,  acts  admitting  Ohio.  Indiana. 
Illinois,  and  Missouri 150.00(1  on 

15.  Act  of  March  14,  182(5  ((reneral  Appropriation 
Bill),  appropriates  for  bahmce  due  superintendent. 
S8.000 :  assistant  superintendent.  8158.90;  con- 
tractor, S252.13 8.411    o:5 

from  moneys  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

IG.  Act  of  March  25.  1820  (Military  Service).  a]>pro- 
propriates  for  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
R(Xtd  during  the  year  1825 1 10.74i»  OO 

17.  Act  of  March  2.  1827  (Military  Service),  appropri- 
ates for  constriu-tion  of  road  from  Canton  to  Zanes- 
ville,  and  continuing  and  completing  the  survey 
from  Zanesville  to  the  seat  of  government  of  Mis- 

'  soui'i,  to  be  paid  from  reserve  fund,  acts  admitting 

Ohio.  Indiana.  Illinois,  and  Missouri .       170.000   00 

For  l)alance  due  superintendent,  from  moneys  not 

otherwise  appropriated 51  o  oo 

18.  Act.of  March  2,  1827,  appropriates  for  repairs  be- 
tween Cumberland  and  Wheeling,  and  authorizes 
the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of  repairs,  at 
a  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  the  President.  To 
be  paid  fi-om  moneys  not  othei-wise  appropriated. 
The  language  of  this  act  is.  '-For  repairing  the 

public  road  from  Cnmlterland  to  Wheeling  '" 80.000   00 

Carried  forvuml ' S2.202.441   28 
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/>rnii,fj,f  forininl 82.20:i.441    TA 

Ifi.  Act  ol'  May  11>.  182H.  ajijM-ojtriati-s  for  tlic  eoniple- 
tioii  of  the  roa«l  to  ZaiK's\  illc.  ()lii(>.  to  l»e  ]»ai<l 
tVom  luiid.  acts  ailiiiittiiiii;  ()liio.  Indiana.  Illinois, 
and    Missouri 1  T^JUMt   (Ml 

20.  Act  of  March  '2.  Is2!l.  a]i|iroj»ri;itcs  for  opcniiii; 
road  westwardly.  from  Zancsvillc.  Ohio,  to  he  paid 
from  fund,  acts  adiiiittin<;  Ohio.  Indiana.  Illinois, 
and  ^lissouri ll)l).(l<lll   (Ml 

-1.  Act  of  .Marih  2.  1S2!*.  aj»)iro])riatcs  for  opcnini^ 
road  ciii'lity  feet  wide  in  Indiana,  oast  and  Avcst 
from  Indiana])olis.  and  to  a])]M)inl  two  sii])ei'in- 
tcndcnts.  at  SXiH)  each  ])cr  annum.  t<»  he  ])aid  fr(»m 
I'und.  acts  admittin<i-  Ohi<t.  Indiana.  Illinois,  and 
Missouri r)].(i(l(l   (Ml 

'22.      .\ct  of  .March   '.'>.  1S2!>.  ti])])i'0|)i-iatc's  for   rt']»aii'ini; 

hridiivs.  \c..  on   roa<l  cast  of  Whccliiiii- 10(1.000   00 

'2'.>.  .\ct  of  Mttv  :^1.  1830  (Internal  Impi-ovementsj.  aj)- 
propriates  for  ojiening  and  i^radiiit:;  road  west  ol' 
Zanesville.  Ohio.  Sl'tO.OOO;  for  o])ening  and  i!;rad- 
iiiii'  road  in  Imliana.  8<i0.0()(».  com/.iencinir  at  In- 
diaiuipolis.  ami  proj^ressini;;  with  the  work  to  the 
eastern  and  western  boun<laries  of  said  State;  for 
ojteninijr.  grading,  &e..  in  Illinois.  840.000,  to  he 
]>aid  from  rt»serve  fund,  acts  admitting  Ohio.  Indi- 
ana. Illinois,  and  Missouri;  tor  claims  due  and  re- 
maining un]iaid  on  account  of  road  east  of  Wheel- 
ing. 815. 0(»0:  to  he  jtaid  from  moneys  in  thctreas- 
uiy  not  otherwise  approjiriated 215.0(10   00 

'fo  thi.s  act  is  appended  tlic  following  note: 

"I  api)rove  this  bill,  and  ask  u  reference  to  my  com- 
munication to  ("on<;ress  of  this  date  in  relation  thereto. 

"  ANDHKW  JACKSON."* 

OnrinJ  fonrm-'l 82.844.041   23 


*The   following   is    the    comiriiinicat ion  referred  lo  li\'  President 
Jackson: 

SPECIAL  MKSSAGK. 

M\v  :?o,  is:w. 

Td  llir  Small'  I  if  till'   Utiih'il  Sfolix  : 

(li'iilliimii  :  I  have  ai)j)r((ved  and  signed  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  examinations  an<l  .surveys,  and  also  for  eertain  works  of 
internal  improvement,"'  but  as  the  j)hraseoli)gy  of  the  section,  whicli  aj>pro- 
priates  the  sum  of  eight  tliousand  <IolIars  for  the  road  fmni  Detroit  to  (  Incago, 
may  be  construed  to  authorize  tiie  application  fif  the  appropriation  for  tlie 
cotitinuaiKi'  of  the  road  beyond  the  limits  of  the  territory  of  .Micliigan,  I 
desire  t(j  be  understood  as  having  ai)|)roved  this  bill  with  the  understanding 
that  the  road,  authorized  by  this  section,  is  not  to  be  extended  b«'yoiid  the 
limits  of  the  said  territory.  ANDKKW  JACKSON. 
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Brought  fonroni $2,844,041   23 

J  I  -Vet  i»f  Maroh  2.  1S:>1.  appropriates  s^Ummmhi  lor 
openiiiiT.  iii-.KliniT.  iVv..  wi-si  of  ZanesvilK'.  Ohio: 
S05O  for  repairs  duriniC  iho  year  lSoi> :  $2.7<ki  toi- 
work  heivtofore  done  east  of  Zanesville :  82G5.8"i 
for  ari-eai-ages  for  the  survey  from  Zanesville  to 
the  capital  of  Mis.souri :  ami  STo.tUMi  for  opening, 
grading.  t*ce..  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  including 
bridge  over  White  river,  near  Indianapolis,  ami 
proiiressing  to  eastern  and  western  boundaries  -. 
8«ii» UOO  for  opening,  grading,  and  bridging  in  Illi- 
nois :  to  be  paid  from  the  fund,  acts  admitting  Ohio. 

Indiana.  Illinois,  and  Missouri 244.9ir>  8.') 

2a.  Aet  of  July  3.  1832.  approjM-iates  8150.000  for  re- 
]>aii-s  east  of  the  Ohio  river:  8100.000  for  contin- 
uing the  road  west  of  Zanesville:  8100.000  for 
ctwtinuing  the  i-oad  in  Indiana,  including  bridge 
over  east  and  west  branch  of  "White  river:  870.O0U 
for  continuing  i^^ad  in  Illinois :  to  be  paid  from  the 
tund  acts  admitting  Ohio.  Indiana  and  Illinois.. .  .  420.000  00 
20.  Aet  of  March  2.  1833.  appropriates  to  carry  on 
certain  improvementj;  east  of  the  Ohio  river.  8125.- 
000:  in  Ohio,  west  of  Zanesville.  8130.000:  in 
Indiana.  8100.000:  in  Illinois.  87<>.0O0:  in  Vir- 
ginia. 83-1.-140 459.440  00 

27.  Act  of  June  24.  1834.  appropriates  8200.000  for 
continuing  the  road  in  Ohio :  8150.000  for  continu- 
ing the  road  in  Indiana :  8100.000  for  continuing 
the  road  in  Illinois,  and  8300.000  for  the  entire 
completion  of  i^epairs  east  of  Ohio,  to  meet  provi- 
sions of  the  Acts  of  Pennsylvania  (April  4.  1831). 
Maryland  (^Jan.  23.  1832).  and  Virginia  (^Feb. 
7.  1832).  accepting  the  road  surrendered  to  the 
States,  the  United  States' not  thereafter  to  be  sub- 
ject for  any  expense  for  repairs.  Places  engineer 
officer  of  army  in  control  of  road  thi'ough  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois,  and  in  charge  of  all  appropria- 
tions. 8300.000  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  balance 

from  acts  admitting  Ohio.  Indiana  and  Illinois.  . .       750.000  00 

28.  Act  of  June  27. 1837.  (General  Appropriation^  for 
arrearages  due  contract oi"s 1.G09  36 

29.  Act  of  March  3.  1835.  appropriates  82oo.ooo  for 
continuing  the  road  in  the  State  of  Ohio :  8100.000 
for  coniinuiniT  road  in  the  State  of  Indiana:  to  be 
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out  of  fund  acts  admitting-  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, ami  S84G.186.58  for  the  entire  com])U'tii)n  of 
repairs  in  Maryland.  Pennsylvania  and  Vir<;inia; 
but  before  any  part  ot  this  sum  can  be  expended 
cast  of  tlie  Ohio  rivei".  the  road  sliall  be  surrendeit,'d 
to  and  accepted  by  the  States  tln-oui;h  whicli  it 
passes,  and  the  rnited  States  shall  not  thereafter 
l>e  subject  to  any  e.\|iense  in  relation  to  said  road. 
Out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not   otiierwise 

a]»pro])riated (>4(j.l8(3  58 

Act  ot  March  :;.  1835,  (liepair  of  IJoads)  ai)i)ro- 
])riate.s  to  pay  for  woi-k  heivtotoiv,  (h)ne  l)y  Isaiah 
Frost  on  the  Cumberland  Koad,  §320;  to  ])ay  late 

Superintendent  of  road  a  sahiry.  S862.87 1.182  S7 

'\\.  Act  of  .Iidy  2.  \K\{').  ap])ro])riates  for  continuing; 
tlie  road  in  Ohio.  §2(10.(1(10;  for  eontinuiui;-  road  in 
Indiana.  8250.000.  iiicludinsx  materials  for  a  brida;e 
over  tlie  Waliash  rivei':  8150. OOO  for  continuinn- 
the  road  in  Illinois,  provided  that  the  appro])ria- 
tion  for  Illinois  shall  be  limited  to  <fradin<f  ami 
brid^iui;'.  and  shall  not  be  consti'ued  as  ])ledi!;ini^ 
Coui^ress  to  futuiv  aj)pro))riations  for  the  purpose 
of  macadamizinii;  the  I'oad.  and  the  mone3's  lierein 
ap]iropi-iated  for  said  road  in  (Jhio  and  Indiana 
must  be  ex])ended  in  completini;'  tlie  greatest  pos- 
sible continuous  ])ortion  of  said  road  in  said  States 
so  that  said  tinished  ])art  thereof  may  l»e  surivn- 
dered  to  the  States  i"es])ectively  :  to  lie  jiaid  from 
acts  admiltini;  ()hi((.  Indiana.  Illinois  and  Missouri       0(10.000   (lo 

VI.  Act  of  March  3.  1.S37.  appro]. riates  81!)(».000  lor 
continuini^  the  road  in  Ohio:  8100.000  for  con  tin  u- 
iiii;- the  i"oad  in  Indiana;  8loo.O(i(l  tor  ci.nt  inuini; 
I'oad  in  Illinois.  pr(»vi<led  the  road  in  Illinois  shall 
not  be  stoned  or  ijraveled.  unless  it  can  be  done  at 
a  cost  not  i^i'eatei'  than  the  averaii;e  cost  ot  stoniiii^ 
and  <fravelin<;  the  road  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and 
|)rovide(I  that  in  all  cases  wlu-re  it  can  bt- done  the 
\V(»rk  to  be  laid  of}  in  sections  and  let  to  the  lowi'st 
substantial  bidder.  Sec.  2  of  the  a<(  provi<les  I  hat 
See.  2  ot  act  o|  .Inly  2.  183(;.  shall  not  l.c  applica- 
bh'  to  expen<lil  tires  hereafter  made  on  the  i'oad. 
and  87.1S3.0;!  is  approprialc<|  by  this  act  for  re - 
j.aii's  east  ot  the  ()hio  river;  to  be  |»ai<l  from  the 
acts  admit  ( iiii:"  Ohio,  I  n<liana  and  Illinoi-^ 3117. 1S3   03 
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33.  Aot  of  Mil}'  25,  1838.  ;i])]»r(>]ii'iaU'^;  for  contiiiuiiiii; 
the  road  in  Ohio,  8150,000  ;  ibr  roiitiuuiiig"  it  in 
Indiana,  including-  bridges,  $150,000;  for  continu- 
ing- it  in  Illinois,  $9,000  ;  for  the  completion  of  a 
bridge  over  Punlap's  creek  at  Brownsville  ;  to  be 
paid  from  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated  and  subject  to  provisions  and  condi- 
tions of  act  of  March  3,  1837 459.000  0(» 

34.  Act  of  June  17,  1844,  (Civil  and  Diidoniatic)  ap-     . 
])i-o])riates  for  arrearages  on  account  of  survey  to 
Jefferson,  Mo .".... 1 .359   S 1 


Total $0,824,919 


O.J 


Note— The  appropriation  of  $3,78(3  (iO,  made  by  art  of  Feb.  2(),  1812,  i.s 
not  included  in  the  above  total  for  the  reason  that  it  was  a  balance  from  a 
former  appropriation. 

The  act  of  March  :;,  1843,  ai)propriates*so  much  as  is  neces.sary  to  settle 
certain  claims  on  contract  for  building  bridges  over  Kaskaskia  river  and  con- 
structing part  of  Cumberland  Koad. 


HON.  T.  M.  T.  McKENNAN. 
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SjKii-li  iif  I/iiii.  T.  }[.  T.  MrKi'iinaii,  (hiivcred  in  Coiigrenx,  Jaiic  G,  18;>2 —  The  Ruwl 
a  Mi)iiiiiiiiiit  i)f  National  W<'ailh  ami  Grfatiicxs — A  Band  of  Union  —  Biiaincss 
1)1  Ifu'  Road  —  Five  TInnimnd  n'((f/o//.s  mdnad  in  ]VlnrHn[i  inn  xinijk  ijcar  — 
Facilitiett  afforded  hi/  the  Road  for  tram^portiiuj  tin'  Mails  and  Mnnitiona  uf  War. 

Tliis  road.  Mi-.  .S])eaker  (iho  National  Eoad).  is  a  nuvjiiijircnt 
,,nf — maii'iiiHcc'iit  in  cxlcnt  ;  it  ti'avci-.sos  seven  ditferenl  States  of 
tins  rnion.  and  its  whole  distanee  will  cover  an  extent  of  near  eiii'ht 
luniiliTil  ntiles.  ^fai^nifieent  in  the  dilticultit's  over<'oine  hy  the 
wtallli  of  a  nati<jn,  and  in  the  benefits  and  advantages  and  hlessinns 
which  it  diffuses,  east  and  west,  far  and  wide,  thron^-h  tLe  whole 
counti'N'.  it  is,  sir,  a  splendid  iiioinnncnf  af  niifioiiti/  ircidfh  iiml  iKtiinndl 
(/reiitiies-i:.  and  of  the  deep  interest  fill  hi/  the  (/nrrniiiKiil  in  the  irtiilfh 
iiiid  prosperity  and  liapplness  of  the  people. 

It  is  not.  sir.  like  the  stn])endous  nionunieiits  of  other  countries 
and  of  (iiher  times,  which  have  heen  erected  nieivly  foi-  the  j)Ur])ose 
of  show  and  of  <i;ratifyiii.>;"  the  jji-ide  of  sonic  despotic  monarch  ;  Imt 
this  and  all  similar  national  iniproveiiieiits  are  «'or/i".s  o/ (//////// ;  they 
tend  to  cement  the  bond  of  union ;  they  bring  together  the  distant  parts  of 
this  e.riilted  repnblie ;  they  diffuse  wealth  and  happiness  among  a  free 
peojile.  and  irill  be  a  source  of  never  faUinij  prosperity  to  millions  yet 
unborn. 

It  is.  .-^ir.  a  i/reaf  ruininrreial.  niililan/.  iiunl.  initniiiiil  n'orh.  'f<) 
^•ivc  the  House,  or  tluoc  of  its  nicmhers  who  are  una((|uainlcd  w  ith 
llir  fa<-t.  Mihic  iilra  of  tlif  iinnicnse  coiiiniercial  ad\antai;'es  which  the 
t-astern  a>  well  a>  the  \\c>tci'n  country  has  derived  from  the  con- 
structifUi  of  this  road,  let  me  call  their  alti'Ution  to  the  amount  of 
nu-rchandise  frans|»or(ed  to  the  Ohio  river  in  a  sini:;le  year  after  its 
(•oni|iIei  iou  :  and  here.  sir.  I  a\ail  niyxlf  of  an  est  imate  made  l>y  an 
lumorahle  mendier  of  the  other  ll(»usi'  on  another  occasion,  when  hi- 
sli-oiii^|\-  nrijefl  the  propriety  and  importance  of  the  extension  of  t  he 
roail  lhroui:;h  the  Stale  of  ()hio. 

Ill  llie  Near  IS2-!.  shortly  \\.\\ry  ihe  com|iletiiui  of  the  roail.  a 
single  house  in  the  town  of  W lieeli iii;"  unloaded  l.OSj  wan'oiis.  aver- 
aj^in^  ahout  .'».r>(tU  poumU  ea<li.  and  paid  for  the  carriage  of  the 
ijoods  S^IH^.(HMI.  .\  I  that  lime  I  liei'e  were  live  ot  her  coin  mission  houst-s 
in  llu'.saiiie  ])lace.  ;iii(|  otimatini;'  thai  each  ol  them  reeei\cd  iwo- 
lhir<ls  the  amount  of  i.;'oods  consigned  tothcollu'r.  ther.'  must  have 
heen  nearly  5,0UU  wai^oiis  unloaded,  and   nearl\-  8U)U,0Ut)  paid  as  tlu' 
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cost  of  transportation.  But,  further,  it  is  estimated  that  at  least  cveiy 
tenth  wagon  passed  through  that  ])laee  into  tlie  iiiterioi-  of  ( )hio, 
Indiana,  &c.,  which  would  considerably  swell  the  amount.  These 
wagons  take  their  return  loads  and  carry  to  the  eastern  markets  all 
the  various  articles  of  production  and  manufacture  of  the  AVest  —  their 
flour,  whisky,  hemp.  tol)acco,  hacon,  and  wool.  Since  this  estimate 
was  made,  the  town  of  AVheeling  is  greatly  enlarged;  its  pojjulation 
has  nearly  doubled  ;  the  number  ot  its  commercial  establishments  has 
greatly  increased  ;  and  the  demand  for  merchandise  in  the  West  has 
increased  with  the  wealth  and  im])rovement  and  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

But,  further,  h'iv.  before  the  completion  of  this  road,  from  four  to 
six  weeks  were  usually  occujjied  in  the  transportation  of  goods  from 
Baltimore  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  the  price  varied  from  six  to  ten 
dollars  per  hundred.  Now  they  can  be  carried  in  less  than  half  the 
time  and  at  one-half  the  cost,  and  arrangements  are  making  l)y  some 
enterprising  gentlemen  of  the  West  to  have  the  speed  of  trans])()rta- 
tion  still  increased,  and  the  price  of  carriage  diminished. 

Equally  important  are  the  benefits  derived  by  the  government 
and  the*people  from  the  rapid,  regular,  and  safe  transportation  of  the 
mail  on  this  road.  Before  its  com]>letion.  eight  or  more  days  were 
occuj)ied  in  transporting  the  mail  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling;  it 
was  then  carried  on  horseback,  and  did  not  reach  the  western  country 
1)7  this  route  mcjre  than  once  a  week.  Now  it  is  carried  in  comfort- 
able stages,  protected  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  in  forty- 
eight  hours ;  and  no  less  than  twenty-eight  mails  weekly  and  regu- 
larly pass  and  repass  each  other  on  this  road.  To  show  this  fact,  and 
the  absolute  necessity  and  importance  of  keeping  the  road  in  a  good 
state  of  repair,  in  order  to  enable  the  postotfice  department  to  fulfill 
the  expectations  of  the  public,  I  will  ask  the  favor  of  the  clerk  to  read 
to  the  House  a  communication  received  from  the  Postmaster  General 
on  the  subject.  [Here  the  clerk  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  the 
Postnuister  General].  The  facilities  afl^'orded  hy  such  a  road  in  time 
of  war  for  the  transportation  of  the  munitions  of  war,  and  the  means 
of  defence  from  one  point  of  the  country  to  another,  need  scarcely  be 
noticed  ;  they  must  be  palpable  and  ])lain  to  every  reflecting  mind, 
and  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  detailing  them. 

As  I  said  l)efore,  the  road  traverses  seven  ditferent  States  of  this 
Union,  and  in  its  whole  extent  will  cover  a  distance  of  near  800 
miles.  Who,  then,  can  doubt  its  nationality?  Who  can  question  the 
allegation  that  it  is  an  immensely  important  national  work?  Who 
can  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  and  his  constituents  to  pennit  it  to  yo  to 
destruction  ? 


L^l 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


Life  uii  till'  Riiad — Orlijiii  of  the  Fliraxe  Pike  Bvy>^  —  Slavoi  Driven  Like  Horses 
—  Race  Dislindiun  at  the  Old  Tarerns  —  Old  Wa(jo)iers  —  Regulars  and 
SharpsJujuters — Line  Teams  —  John  Snider,  John  Thompson,  Daniel  Barcus, 
Robert  Bell,  Henry  Claij  Rush,  and  other  Familiar  Names. 

As  tiiL-  phi-asi'  •■  Pike  Boy.s"  is  frcMjue'iitly  uscmI  in    liiis  voiuino,  it 
is  considered  perliiieiil   to   <^ive  its  origin.     When    tirsi  used,  it  was 
eontiiied  in  its  application  to  boys — sons  of  Avagoncrs,  stage  drivers, 
tavern   kee])ers.  fanners,  and  in   fact  the   sons  of  persons  of  every 
()ccu))ation  who   lived   on  or  adjacent  to  the  road,  in  the  same  sense 
tliat  the  boys  of  a  town  are  called  "town   boys."     Its  meaning  and 
inipnri,  however,  exi)andc(l   in   ciiurse  of  time,  until  it    embraced,  as 
it    now  does,  all   persons   in   any  manner  and   at  any  time  identified 
with  the  road,  whether  by  residence  or  occu])ati()n.  and  without  ••re- 
gard to  age,  race,  color  or  previous  condition   of  .servituile."  as  the 
statute  puts  it,  for  be  it  remembered  that  negro  slaves  were  frequently 
seen  on  the  National  lioad.      The  writer  has  seen   them   driven   over 
the  road  arranged  in  couples  and  fastened  to  a  long,  thick   ro])e  or 
cable,  like   horses.     This  may  seem   incredil)lc   to  a  majority  of  ]»er- 
sons  now  living  along  the  road,  but  it  is  true,  ami  was  a  very  coninion 
sight    in   the   early  history  of  the   nnid   and  evoked  no  ex])ression  of 
surprise,  or  words  of  censure.     Such  was  the   tem[)er  of  the   times. 
There  were  negro  wagoners  on  the  road,  but  negro  stage  drivers  wciv 
unknown.     Stage  driving  was  (piitc  a   lofty  calling.  an<l    the   acme  of 
many  a  young  man's  ;inii)i(ion.      The  work    was  light    and    the  whirl 
I'.xcinng   and  exhilarating.      Wagoners,  while  and  lilack.  stopjx-d  over 
night  at  the  .same  taverns,  but  nevei- sat  down   togethei-  al    tlic  same 
table.     A  scjiarate  table  was  invariably  pni\  idcd  lor  (be  (((ImitiI  wag- 
onci's.  a  custom  in  thorough  ai-cord  with  tlu^    public  senliincnl  <•!    ihe 
tinu'.  and   seemingly  agreeable   lo   (he  eoldreil  wagoners  t lu'inst'lves. 
<'(innlry  life  in  the  olden  I  iine  was  enliveneil  by  numerous  corn  husk- 
ings.  balls,  spelling  matches,  school  exhibitions  and  frolics  of  nil  kinds. 
Young  men  and  boys  along  the  i-oad,  were  in  the   habit    uf  attending 
these  gatherings,  going  as  far  as  three    miles  ami    nii>rc    in    the    bael< 
country,  to  rc-idi  tlieni.  some  on    foot    and   othei-s  on    liorsebai^k.      .\ 
\oung  man  woidd  think  nothing  of  getting  a  girl  up  behind    him  on 
a   horsi-.  and    hieing  away  after  nightfall,   four  ami   live   miles    to   a 
counlr\'  dance,  and  many  o|   the  girls  of  the  |ieriod  consi<lered  it  but 
pleasant  recreation  to  walk  two  or  three  miles  with  their   lovers,  to  a 
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spe'lliiii;'  lualcli  or  a  revival  meeting.  A  leeling  of  jealousy  always 
existed  between  the  young  men  and  boys,  living  along  and  near  I  lie 
road,  and  those  in  the  back  country,  and  the  occasions  before  men- 
tioned furnished  opportunities  from  time  to  time  for  this  feeling  lo 
break  out,  as  it  often  did,  in  quarrels  and  tights.  The  country  boys 
would  get  together  in  anticipation  of  an  approaching  gathering  at 
some  school  house,  and  organize  for  oflfense  or  defense,  as  the  exigen- 
cies might  require,  always  calling  their  rivals  an<l  imaginary  enemies. 
'•Pike  Boys,"  and  this  was  the  origin  of  that  familiar  phrase. 

The  men  who  hauled  merchandise  over  the  road  were  invariably 
called  wagoners,  not  teamsters,  as  is  the  modern  word,  and  they  were 
both,  since  Webster  detines  wagoner  as  one  who  conducts  a  wagon, 
and  teamster  as  one  who  drives  a  team.  The  teams  of  the  old  wagon- 
ers consisting,  as  a  rule,  of  six  horses,  were  very  rarely  stabled,  but 
rested  over  lught  on  the  wagon  j^ards  of  the  old  taverns,  no  matter 
how  inclement  the  weather.  Blankets  were  used  to  ])rotect  them  in 
the  winter  season.  Feed  troughs  were  sus]»ended  at  the  rear  end  of 
the  wagon  bed,  and  carried  along  in  this  manner,  day  after  day  all 
the  year  round.  In  the  evening,  when  the  day's  journey  was  ended, 
the  troughs  were  taken  down  and  fastened  on  the  tongues  of  the 
wai^on  to  Avhich  the  horses  w^ere  tied,  thi-ee  on  a  side,  with  their  heads 
to  the  trough.  Wagoners  carried  their  beds,  rolled  up.  in  the  foreplirt 
of  the  wagon,  and  spread  them  out  in  a  semi-circle  on  the  bar  room 
floor  in  front  of  the  big  bar  room  tire  upon  going  to  rest.  Some  of 
the  old  bar  room  grates  would  hold  as  much  as  six  bushels  of  coal, 
and  iron  pokers  from  four  to  six  feet  in  length,  weighing  eight  and 
ten  ])ounds,  were  used  for  stirring  the  tires.  To  get  down  an  icy  hill 
with  safety,  it  was  necessaiy  to  use  an  ice  cutter,  a  rough  lock,  or  a 
clevis,  and  .sometimes  all  combined.  C(jntingent  upon  the  thickness  and 
smoothness  of  the  ice,  and  the  length  and  steepness  of  the  hill.  The 
ice  cutter  was  of  steel  oi"  ii-on,  in  ;i])])carance  like  a  small  sled,  fitted 
on  the  hind  wheels,  which  Avere  first  securely  locked.  The  rough 
lock  was  a  short  chain  with  large,  rough  links,  and  the  clevis  was 
like  that  used  on  an  ordinary  plow,  except  that  it  was  larger  and 
stronger.  These  instruments  were  essential  ])arts  of  the  wagoners' 
"outfit."  There  were  two  classes  of  wagoners,  the  "regular"  and 
the  "sharpshooter."  The  regular  was  on  the  road  constantly  with 
his  team  and  wagon,  and  had  no  other  pursuit  tlum  hauling  goods 
an<l  mei'chandise  on  the  road.  The  shar])shooters  were  for  (he  most 
])art  farmers,  who  put  their  farm  teams  on  the  road  in  seasons  when 
freights  were  high,  and  took  them  off  when  prices  of  hauling  de- 
clined ;  and  there  was  jealousy  between  the  two  classes.  The  regular 
drove  his  team  aliout  fifteen  miles  a  day  on  the  average,  while  the 
sharj)sh(jotei'  could  c(jver  twenty  miles  and  more.  Line  teams  were 
those  controlled  by  an  association  or  company.  Many  of  the  regular 
wagoners  became  members  of  these  companies  and  put  in  their 
teams.  The  main  ol)ject  of  the  combination  was  to  ti'ansport  goods 
more  rapidly  than  by  the  ordinary  method.     Line  teams  were  sta- 
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ticjiicMl  iiloiijr  the  I'otul.  at  distaiu-os  of  about  fiftet'ii  niilcs.  and  Iiorses 
weiv  c'xcliaii,<;"('(l  at'tci-  tlii'  luaniu'i'  of  the  stance  lines,  Maiiv  of  the 
old  \vai>'oiK'rs  had  ludl-doii's  ticil  at  tlir  rear  of  thcii'  waii'ons.  and 
those  doii's  were  often  seen  )»i"essiii<>;  wit  li  aU  tlieir  st  re  n  n't  h  against 
the  collai'  alHiul  I  Iieii-  neeks.  as  if  to  aid  tlie  liorses  in  niovinsj;  their 
\oat\  :  and  lids  is  proltahly  the  oi'ii;dn  of  the  eonunon  foi-ni  of  hoasl 
aliout  a  man  Iteinn*  ecjual  in  strength  to  ■■  a  six-horse  team  with  a  cross 
doij;  under  the  \\a<;"on."" 

Tlie  whip  used  h_v  old  wa^'oners  was  a]ii>arently  tive  teet  lonn'. 
tldek  and  hard  at  the  hutt.  and  tapering-  raj)idly  to  the  end  in  a 
silken  eraeker.  Battlev  Wlnte.  of  Centerville.  Washington  county. 
I'a..  made  more  of  tliese  whips  than  any  other  man  on  the  r()a<l.  The 
interior  ot"  liis  whip  was  a  raw  hide.  .lohn  Moi'i'ow.  of  I'eterslturg. 
Somerset  county.  Pa.,  also  made  many  whi[)s  lor  the  old  wagonei's. 
There  was  another  whip,  much  used  by  old  wagoners,  known  as  the 
•'Loudon  Whip.  "  The  inner  portion  of  this  whip  was  an  elastic 
wooden  stock,  mu.ch  approved  hy  the  wagoners.  It  was  manufactur(.'d 
in  the  village  oi'  Loudon.  Franklin  eouiUy,  Pa.,  and  hence  its  name. 
It  was  used  almost  exclusively  on  what  was  called  the  "Glade  Road," 
from  Plnladel](hia  to  Pittsbui'g,  vid  Chaml)ersl)urg  and   Bedford. 

Some  of  the  old  wagont-rs  of  the  National  Jvoad  hecame  rich. 
.lohn  Snider  was  one  of  these.  lie  drove  a  sixdiorse  ti'am  on  the 
I'oad  for  twenty  years,  and  died  on  his  fai-m  near  Pniontown  in  J)e- 
cemliei",  188!),  much  lamented.  Few  men  ])()sses.sed  moi-e  of  the 
higher  atti-iitutes  of  ti'ue  manhood  than  John  Sinder.  The  author  of 
this  \-olume  gratefully  and  cheerfully  a(d>:nowK'dges  his  indehtedness 
lo  .Iiihn  Snidei'  joi'  many  ot  the  facts  and  incidents  it  conlains.  lie 
was  u  cleardieaded,  intt'lligcnt.  soln-r.  discreet,  and  ohsei'ving  man. 
whose  statements  coidd   he  I'elied  on  as  accurate. 

ll  would  he  an  inipossihie  task  to  collect  the  names  of  all  the 
old  wagoners  of  the  Xatitjiial  Iload.  They  nundier  thousands,  and 
many  of  them  left  the  roa<l  long  since  to  seek  fortunes  in  new  and 
distant  sections  of  our  widely  extended  country.  The  most  of  them 
iiave  gone  lo  scenes  hcyonil  the  houndai'ies  of  time.  1 1  is  t  he  anthoi's 
aim  to  collccl  a>  many  of  their  names  as  is  pract  icaMe  and  write  them 
<lown  in  history.  The  names  ot  John  Thompson.  James  xS'ohle.  and 
John  Flack  are  recalled.  These  woi'thy  old  wagonei's  are  slill  living 
in  the  vicinity  ot'  Taylorstown.  Washington  comity.  Fa.,  and  highly 
respected  hy  all  their  !ieighl)ors.  The  point  at  which  ihey  lirsl 
entered  ujion  the  road  was  the  tamous  ••  S  '  hridge.  Thompson 
drove  his  fat  her  >  team  when  (juitt'  young,  in  fact,  a  mere  how  The 
tii'st  trip  he  made  over  I  he  road  was  in  the  spring  of  1  8  |!{.  in  company 
with  the  Ncteran  wagoner.  (Jeorge  Ilallam.  of  \\'a>liiiigton.  Fa. 
Tiiompson  s  father  was  a  ])ork  ))a(d\er.  and  tlu'  youthful  wagoners 
•down  loads."  as  those  nioviuLi'  easlwanlh'  were  called,  consisletl  \\)V 
the  most  part  of  hacoii.  His  i-eco||eet  ions  of  the  I'nad  are  \i\id.  and 
warndy  cherished.  He  can  >il  down  in  a  room,  at  his  coml'ortahle 
hiiiiie,  and    -in    hi>    nund  s  eye     see   ever\    mile    post    al()nL;'   the    road 
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and  recall  tin-  distances  to  points  inscribed  thereon.  In  the  year 
1852,  he  Mciit  to  California,  engaged  in  mining,  and  was  successful. 
With  the  instinct  planted  in  ever}'  human  breast,  he  returned  to  his 
luitive  land,  and  with  his  accumulations  Ijought  his  father's  home- 
stead farm.  The  old  farm  enhanced  in  value  by  reason  of  the  oil 
developments,  and  landed  the  old  wagoner  in  the  ranks  of  the  rich. 

The  name  JSToble  is  a  familiar  one  on  the  National  Road,  and 
suggestive  of  rank.  "Watty"  and  William  Noble  were  stage  drivers. 
James  Noble,  the  old  wagoner,  drove  a  team  for  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  Hod- 
gens,  who  Avas  at  one  time  a  pork  salter.  He  remained  on  the  road  as  a 
wagoner  until  its  tide  of  business  ceased,  and  retired  to  Taylorstown 
to  take  his  chances  in  the  on-moving  and  uncertain  affairs  of  life.  He 
seemed  possessed  of  the  idea  that  there  was  undevelojied  wealth  in 
the  vicinity  of  Taylorstown,  and  made  up  his  mind  to  gain  a  foothold 
thei'c  and  wait  the  coming  of  events.  He  managed  by  the  exei'cise 
of  industry  and  economy  to  become  the  owner  of  a  farm,  and  the  dis- 
covery of  oil  did  the  rest  for  him.     He  is  rich. 

John  Flack's  career  is  similar  to  those  of  Thompson  and  Noble, 
culminating  in  like  good  fortune.     "He  struck  oil,  too." 

We  have  in  the  story  of  these  old  wagoners,  examples  of  the  pos- 
sibilities for  achievement,  under  the  inspiring  genius  of  American 
institutions.  Poor  boys,  starting  out  in  life  as  wagoners,  with  wages 
barely  sutRcient  for  their  subsistence,  pushing  on  and  up  with  cease- 
less vigilance,  attaining  the  dignity  of  farmers,  in  all  ages  the  highest 
type  of  industrial  life,  and  now  each  bearing,  though  meekly,  the 
proud  title  of  "freeholder,"  which  Mr.  Blaine  said  in  his  celebrated 
eulogium  of  Clarfield,  "has  been  the  patent  and  passport  of  self-respect 
with  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  ever  since  Horsa  and  Hengist  landed  on 
the  shores  of  England." 

Otho  and  Daniel  Barcus,  brothers,  were  among  the  prominent 
wagoners  of  the  road.  They  lived  near  Frt)stl)urg,  Md.  Otho  died 
at  Barton,  Md.,  in  1883.  Daniel  is  now  living  in  retirement  at  Salis- 
bury, Somerset  county.  Pa.  In  1838  he  engaged  with  John  Hopkins, 
merchant  at  the  foot  of  Light  and  Pratt  streets,  Baltimore,  to  haul  a 
load  of  general  merchandise,  weighing  8,300  pounds,  to  3It.  A^'ernon, 
Ohio.  "He  delivered  the  goods  in  good  condition"  at  the  end  of 
thii'ty  days  from  the  date  of  his  departure  from  Baltimore.  His 
I'oute  was  over  the  National  Poad  to  Wheeling,  thence  Vy  Zanesville 
and  Jacktown,  Ohio,  thence  thii'ty-two  miles  from  the  latter  place  to 
the  point  of  destination,  the  whole  distance  being  397  miles.  He 
received  $4.25  per  hundred  for  hauling  the  goods.  At  Mt.  Vernon 
he  loaded  back  with  Ohio  t(>I»acco,  7.200  pounds  in  hogsheads,  for 
which  he  received  $2.75  ])er  hundred.  On  the  return  trip  he  upset, 
between  Mt.  Yernon  and  JacktovN'n,  without  sustaining  any  danuige. 
beyond  (he  breaking  of  a  bow  of  his  wagon  bed,  and  the  loss  caused 
by  detention.  The  ex])ense  of  getting  in  sha])e  for  ])ursuing  his 
journey,  was  the  ])rice  of  a  gallon  of  whisky.  Mt.  Vernon  is  not  on 
the  line  of  the  road,  and  3Ir.  Barcus  writes  that  "when   he   reached 
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tlu'  National  Roail  al  .Tackl<i\\  ii.  lu-  loll  al  lioinc  a<;aiii.  '  Mv.  Bai'cus 
also  states  ill  a  k'tter  to  tlu'  writer  of  thest'  i)a,jj;'es.  that  the  first  lot  ol" 
i>;oods  shi])]KMl  over  the  Haltiinoro  and  Ohio  railway,  alter  its  (-oniple- 
tion  to  ( 'iiiiiherhuKl.  deslini'il  tor  Wlu'eliiii;',  was  eonsi^ned  to  Shriver 
and  r)ixoii.  coniiiiission  iiu'r(diants  of  f 'nniherland.  and  l>y  that  tirni 
(•onsii;-neil  to  Forsythe  and  Son.  of  Wlu'i'lini;'.  This  lot  ot'  «;'of)ds 
ao-u-rouiited  (i.l48  ]>onnds.  an  avera,«;'e  load  for  a  sixdiorso  foam,  and 
Mr.  l^ai'ens  contracted  with  Shriver  and  hi.xon  fo  hanl  it  throuii'h  to 
Wheelinii'  in  six  days  for  tifty  cents  a  hundred,  which  he  acconi])lishe(l. 
He  fni'thei'  states  that  a  delegation  of  wholesale  and  ivtail  niercliants 
of  Wheeliniij  met  him  at  Steenrod's  tavern,  east  of  Wheeling"  Hill,  and 
eseovted  him  to  town,  tiien  a  place  of  4,000  i>r  5.000  inhahitants.  and 
in  the  evenini;-  there  was  ]inlilic  rejoiciui;-  over  the  niqtrecedented 
event  of  goods  i'ea(duni;'  Wheeling;'  from  Baltimore  in  the  shoi't  sjiace 
of  seven  (hiys.  Mr.  Bareus  eoneludes  his  U'tter  as  follows:  ■•  T  stayed 
many  nights  at  Ho])wood  Avith  Wilse  (■lement,and  many  with  Natty 
Hrownfield,  in  T^inontown.  T  often  stayed  with  Arthur  AVallace.  five 
miles  east  of  ]k'0wnsville.  I  ivmemlter  one  niglit  at  Wallace's,  tifler 
earing  for  my  team.  T  aeeom]>anied  his  two  tine  and  handsome  daugh- 
ters to  a  party  about  a  nnle  distant  in  the  eountry,  where  I  dancecl 
all  night,  till  hroad  daylight,  and  then  walk'cil  home  with  the  girls  in 
the  morning.  ' 

John  Grace  was  another  old  wagoner,  who  became  wealth  v. 
The  old  pike  boys  will  remember  him  as  the  driver  of  a  black  team. 
He  Avas  a  Maryland  man.  When  the  old  road  yielded  its  gras]i  on 
trade,  to  the  iron  railway,  Grace  settled  in  or  near  Zanesville.  ()hio. 
where  he  still  lives,  or  was  living  a  few  yeai's  ago,  worth  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  IFe  transported  his  family  lo  Ohio  in  his  liig  road 
wagon. 

.lesse  Fi-anks.  and  his  son  Conrad,  of  High  House.  Favi-tle 
coiiniy.  I'a..  were  old  wagoners.  Goni'ads  team  I'an  off  near  ('und)er- 
land,  on  one  of  his  trips,  overthrowing  tlie  wagcni.  and  ctiusing  an 
ugly  dislocation  f)t  ("oni-ad's  thigh,  from  which  he  sntfei-ed  great  ])aiu 
for  many  weeks. 

John  Manaway.  late  owner  of  the  Spottsylvania  House,  Union- 
town,  drove  a  team  on  the  road  for  many  years,  and  no  man  enjoyiMl 
tlie  business  more  than  he. 

There  was  an  Ohio  man  of  the  name  of  Lucas. calKd  (iov.  F.ncas, 
because  a  man  ot  like  name  was  an  early  Governor  of  ( )hio.  who  was 
an  old  wagoner,  and  his  team  consisted  of  but  five  hor.ses.  yet  he 
haule(l  the  biggest  loads  on  the  I'oad.  He  was  Ihe  owner  of  the  ti'am 
he  drove.  In  the  year  1S44.  one  of  his  loads  weighed  twelve  thou- 
sand jxiunds  —  •■one  hundred  and  iwenty  hnndreil.  "  as  the  old  wag- 
oners termed  il.and  the  Kiggest  load  excr  hauled  oxer  the  i'oa<l  up  to 
that  date. 

AVilliam  King,  of  Washington  connly.  i'a..  an  old  wagouci-.  was 
noted  for  his  steady  habits.  ()n  one  of  his  trips  ovei-  the  roa<l.  and 
goiuLt"   down    the    eastern    --lope  of   Laurel   Hill,  when  il  was  eovere'd 
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with  ice.  liis  wagon  sli]iiK'(l  IVmn  tlic  road  ami  fell  o\-cr  tlu'  liaiik  iicai' 
lite  old  Price  residence,  dragging  the  team  al'ter  il.  Strange  to  say. 
tiie  horses  were  uninjured  and  init  little  damage  done  to  the  wagon. 
The  contents  of  tlie  load  were  (  )1ho  tohacco  and  bacon.  After  getting 
things  restored,  King  drove  to  .linnny  Snyder's,  stayed  all  night,  and 
the  next  morning  proceeded  on  his  Journey  to  15altimore.  lie  was 
the  owner  of  a  farm  in  Washington  coimty. 

,rose])h  Thom]ison,  an  old  wagoner  on  the  road,  is  now  and  has 
heen  for  many  years  in  charge  of  the  large  and  valuable  coal  fai-m 
l)e]onging  to  the  estate  of  the  lion,  .lames  G.  Blaine,  on  the  Mouon- 
gahela  river,  near  Pittsl)urg.  A  trusty  old  wagonei-.  he  has  approved 
himself  the  trusty  agent  of  the  gi-eat  statosnuiu. 

Jacob'Probasco  was  an  old  wagoner,  and  also  ke])t  a  tavei-n  at 
Jockey  Hollow.     He  went  west  and  founded  a  fortune. 

Josejih  Lawson,  an  old  wagoner,  ke])t  tavern  for  many  years  in 
West  Alexander,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  and  died  the  possessor  of  a 
valualile  estate.  The  author  of  this  book  took  dinner,  in  1848,  at 
Ijawson's  tavern,  in  company  Avith  James  (1.  Blaine,  the  late  dis- 
tinguished Secretary  of  State. 

Matthias  Fry,  an  old  wagoner,  kept  the  Searight  House  in  1840, 
and  subsequently  presided  as  landlord  over  several  houses  at  different 
times  in  Hop  wood.  He  was  one  of  the  best  men  on  the  road.  His 
large  and  well  proportioned  form  will  be  readily  recalled  by  the  old 
pike  boys.     He  was  a  native  of  Old  A'irginia,  and  died  in  llopwootl. 

David  Hill  was  one  of  the  most  noted  wagoners  of  the  road.  He 
was  an  active,  bustling  man,  and  given  to  witty  sayings.  He  l)elonged  to 
Washington  county,  Pa.,  and  was  the  father  of  Dr.  Hill,  of  A^anderliilt. 
ami  the  father-in-law  of  the  Pev.  J.  K.  i\[elhorn,  who  preacdied  for 
many  years  in  the  vicinity  of  McClellandtown,  Fayette  county.  Pa. 

Andrew  Prentice,  who  died  recently  in  Uniontown,  the  possessor 
of  considerable  money,  drove  a  team  on  the  old  road  in  his  early  days. 

Henry  Clay  Push,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Uniontown.  and  ex- 
Jury  commissioner,  was  once  the  proud  driver  of  a  big  six-horse 
team.  He  drove  through  fi-om  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  and  can  re- 
count incidents  of  every  mile  of  the  road  to  this  day.  l^one  of  the 
old  pike  boys  enjoys  with  keener  relish  a  recital  of  the  stories  of  the 
old  ])ike  than  Push. 

William  Worthington.  who  died  not  long  since  in  Dunbar  town- 
ship, Fayette  county.  Pa.,  aged  upwards  of  ninety  years,  was  one  of 
the  earliest  wagoners  on  the  road.  When  be  made  his  first  tri])  he 
was  only  thirteen  years  old,  and  the  road  was  then  recently  opened 
for  travel.  He  continued  as  a  wagoner  on  the  road  for  many  years, 
and  located  in  Dunbar  townshi]).  where  he  purchased  ]»roperty, 
whicli  subsequently  became  very  valuable  l)y  reason  of  the  coal  de- 
velopment. 

William  C'henriewit h,  who  recently,  and  ju-obably  at  the  ])resent 
time,  keeps  a  hotel  near  Bedford  S])rings.  was  an  old  wagoner  of  the 
National  Road. 
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John  Thomas,  wlio  kept  a  hotel  aiul  livery  staljle  in  Baltimore, 
was  an  old  waijoner.  and  is  well  rememlx-red  along  the  road. 

George  Buttermore.  father  of  Dr.  Smith  Buttermoi-e.  of  Connells- 
villc.  was  at  one  time  a  wagoner  on  the  National  Road. 

John  Orr.  now  a  prosjierous  and  well-known  farmer  of  the 
vicinity  of  West  Xewton.  AVestmoreland  county.  Pa.,  wafj  an  old  wag- 
r»ner  of  the  road. 

James  Murray,  an  old  wagoner,  is  remembered  for  his  extrava- 
gance of  speech.  One  of  his  sayings  was.  that  -he  saw  the  wind 
blow  so  hard  on  Keyser's  Ridge,  that  it  took  six  men  to  hold  the  hair 
f»n  one  man's  head.  " 

E.  W.  Clement,  of  Hoy)wood.  was  an  old  wagoner,  and  invariably 
used  bells  on  his  hoi^ses.  He  subsequently  kept  a  tavern  in  Hop- 
wood,  and  built  the  house  there  known  as  the   -Shipley  House." 

Robert  Bell  was  an  old  wagoner  with  quaint  ways.  He  wa.s 
rich,  and  owned  his  team,  which  was  the  poorest  equipped  of  any  on 
the  road.  Horses  in  his  team  were  not  infrequently  seen  without 
Ill-idles.  He  Avas  a  ti-ader.  and  often  bought  the  goods  he  hauled  and 
sold  them  out  to  people  along  the  road.  His  reputation  for  honesty 
was  good,  but  he  was  called  -Stingy  Robert.  ' 

George  AViddle.  an  old  wagoner  of  the  age  of  eighty  and  up- 
wards, still  living  in  Wheeling,  drew  the  single  line  and  handled  the 
Loudon  whip  over  a  six-hoi*se  team  for  many  years,  between  Wheel- 
ing and  Baltimore,  and  accounts  the  days  of  those  yeai-s  the  happiest 
of  his  existence.  He  was  also  a  stage  driver  for  a  time.  Xothing 
affords  him  so  much  pleasure  as  a  recital  of  the  incidents  of  the  road. 
He  says  there  never  were  such  taverns  and  tavern  keepeiv;  as  those 
ot  the  National  Road  in  the  days  of  its  glory,  and  of  his  vigorous 
manhood. 

James  Butler,  like  Bell,  was  a  trader.  Butler  drove  a  -  bell 
team,'  as  teams  Avith  bells  were  called.  He  was  a  Virginian,  frrmi 
the  vicinity  of  Winchester.  It  was  the  tradition  of  the  road  that  he 
had  a  slight  infusion  of  negro  blood  in  his  veins,  and  this  assigned 
him  to  the  side  table  of  the  dining  room.  AVhen  he  quit  the  road  he 
returned  to  Winchester,  started  a  store,  and  got  rich. 

Neither  tradition  or  kindred  evidence  was  necessary  to  prove  the 
race  status  of  Westley  Strother.  He  showed  up  for  himself.  He  was 
as  black  as  black  could  be.  and  a  stalwart  in  size  and  shape.  He  was 
well  liked  by  all  the  old  wagoners,  and  by  every  one  who  knew  him. 
He  was  mild  in  manner,  and  honest  in  purpose.  He  had  the  strongest 
affection  for  the  road,  delighted  in  its  .stirring  scenes,  and  when  he 
saw  the  wagons  and  the  wagonei"s.  one  after  another,  departing  from 
the  old  highway,  he  repined  and  prematurely  died  at  T'niontown. 
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Old  Wagoners  continued — IlaeriKon  Wiggbu,  Morria  Mauler,  Jamex  Mauler,  Jolin 
Marler,  John  Bradley,  Robert  Carter,  R.  D.  Kerfoot,  Jacob  F.  Jjmganech'r, 
EU'iii  B.  Woodward  —  Broad  and  Narrom  Wheels  —  A  peculiar  Wagon  — 
An  experiment  and  a  failure —  Wagon  Beds  —  Bell  Teams. 

Harrison  Wiggins,  widely  knoAvn  as  a  lover  of  fox  hunting,  and 
highly  respected  as  a  citizen,  was  one  of  the  early  wagoners.  His 
career  as  a  wagoner  ceased  long  before  the  railroad  reached  Cnniher- 
land.  He  hauled  goods  from  Baltimore  to  points  west.  His  outfit, 
team  and  wagon,  were  owned  by  himself  and  his  father,  Cuthbei-t 
Wiggins.  Harrison  Wiggins  Avas  born  in  the  old  Grribble  house,  two 
miles  east  of  Brownsville,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1812.  About  the 
year  1817  his  father  moved  to  Ilniontown,  and  kept  a  tavern  in  a 
frame  building  Avhich  stood  on  the  lot  adjoining  the  residence  of  P. 
S.  Morrow,  Esq.  He  remained  here  until  1821,  when  he  went  to  the 
stone  house  at  the  eastern  base  of  Chalk  Hill,  and  was  its  first  occu- 
pant. His  house  at  Uniontown  numbered  among  its  patrons.  Hon. 
Nathaniel  Ewing,  Samuel  Cleavenger,  Mr.  Bouvier,  John  A.  Sang- 
ston,  John  Kennedy,  John  Lyon,  and  other  eminent  men  of  that  period. 
In  1832  or  '33,  Harrison  AViggins  married  a  daughter  of  John  Eisler, 
a -noted  tavern  keeper  of  the  road,  one  of  the  very  best,  a  talent 
which  descended  to  his  children.  At  the  date  of  the  marriage 
Mr.  Eisler  was  keeping  the  stone  house  at  Braddock's  run,  and  the 
wedding  occurred  in  that  house.  In  1839  Harrison  Wiggins  went 
to  Iowa,  with  a  view  of  locating  in  that  State,  but  returned  the  next 
year  and  leased  the  property  on  Avhich  he  noAv  lives  from  Charles 
Clriffith.  In  ten  years  thereafter  he  bought  this  jiroperty,  and  it 
has  been  his  home  for  more  than  half  a  centur}'.  Under  the  care- 
ful and  sagacious  management  of  Mr.  Wiggins,  it  has  become  one  of 
the  prettiest  and  most  valuable  properties  in  the  mountains.  It  has 
been  a  long  time  since  he  Avas  a  Avagoner,  but  he  enjoys  a  recital  of 
the  stirring  scenes  he  Avitnessed  on  the  old  road  in  the  days  of  its 
glory. 

There  is  not  a  more  familiar  name  among  the  old  pike  boys  than 
that  of  Morris  Mauler.  He  Avas  an  old  Avagoner,  stage  driver  and 
taA'^ern  keeper.  He  was  born  in  PniontoAvn  in  the  year  1806.  The 
house  in  Avhich  he  first  beheld  the  light  of  day,  Avas  a  log  building  on 
the  Skiles  corner,  kept  as  a  tavern  by  his  father.  Before  he  reached 
the  age  of  tAventy-one  he  Avas  on  the  road  Avith  a  six-horse  team  and 
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a  big  wagon,  hauling  goods  from  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  points  west. 
He  continued  a  wagoner  for  many  years,  and  afterward  became  a 
stage  driver.  He  drove  on  iStockton's  line.  From  stage  driving  he 
Avent  to  tavern  keeping.  His  tirst  venture  as  a  tavern  keeper  was  at 
Mt.  Washington,  when  the  old  tavern  stand  at  that  point  was  owned 
by  the  late  Hon.  Nathaniel  Ewing.  He  subsequently  and  successively 
kept  the  old  Probasco  house  at  Jockey  Hollow,  the  old  Gaither  house, 
the  Yeast  house,  and  a  house  in  llopwood.  He  always  furnished 
good  entertainment  for  strangers  and  travelers,  as  well  as  for  friends 
and  acquaintances,  and  as  a  consequence,,  was  well  patronized.  He 
died  about  seven  years  ago  al  Fairchance,  and  when  his  light  wont 
out  a  shadow  of  sorrow  passed  over  the  hearts  of  all  the  old  pike 
boys. 

James  Mauler,  a  son  of  Morris,  above  mentioned,  is  also  an  old 
wagoner.  He  went  on  the  road  with  a  team  in  the  year  1830,  and 
remained  on  it  as  long  as  he  could  obtain  a  load  of  goods  to  haul  over 
it.  He  is  still  living  and  in  robust  health,  at  Brownfield  station,  four 
miles  .south  of  Uniontown. 

John  Marker,  now  residing  in  the  east  end  of  Uniontown.  is  an  old 
wagoner.  He  was  bcn-u  at  the  Little  Crossings  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
in  the  year  1816,  and  while  yet  a  lad  began  to  drive  a  team  on  the  road 
for  Joseph  Plucker.  In  1839  he  quit  the  service  of  Plucker  and  came 
to  Wharton  township.  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  and  soon  thereafter  began 
drivinji'  aj^ain,  tirst  loi'  Sebastian  Jiush  and  next  for  Xieholas  McCart- 
ney.  He  is  a  near  relative  of  the  Shipley,  McCollough  and  McCart- 
ney families,  all  of  the  old  pike.  Marker  says  he  never  suifered  an 
••upset"  himself,  but  saw  a  gi-eat  many  "upsets"  on  the  road.  He 
n\s()  states  that  he  saw  a  stage  driver  killed  near  Little  Crossings  in 
1835  by  the  "running  otf"  of  his  team  and  the  "upsetting"  of  the 
coach.  The  name  of  this  unfortunate  stage  driver  was  James  Ehodes, 
and  he  drove  on  Stockton's  line.  John  Marker,  in  his  prime,  was 
one  ()f  tlie  stoutest  men  on  the  road,  upwards  of  six  feet  in  height, 
and  rounded  out  in  proportion,  but,  being  of  an  amiable  tempera- 
jnent,  he  never  engaged  in  broils,  realizing,  no  doubt,  and  acting  upon 
the  ])oetic  sentiment  that: 

"  It  i.s  excellent  to  have  a  giant'.s  strength, 
But  tyrannous  to  use  it  as  a  giant." 

He  still  clings  to  the  old  road,  brt-aking  stone  to  repair  il.  when 
his  healll)  will  permit.      He  is  in  the  Kith  year  of  his  age. 

John  liradley.  In-other  of  Daniel,  of  Jockey  Hollow,  is  an  old 
way-oner.  He  drove  a  team  for  Benjamin  Browntii-ld.  .Ii-..  now  rcsid- 
ing  near  Newark,  Ohio.,  son  of  Col.  Ben.,  the  centennarnui  of  South 
I'liion  1ownshi]>.  and  grand  marshal  of  Democratic  processions  of  the 
ohleii  time.  .lohn  Bradley  also  worked  on  the  construetion  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  in  1839,  near  Oldtown.  A[d.,  tifteen  miles 
east  of  Cuinlterland.  His  eini)loyer  on  ihiswork  was  the  late  Zal- 
inon  JiUdingloii.  of  l^niontown,  who  had  a  eonlrael  al  the  point 
mentioned.     John  Bradley  is  now  living  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg. 
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Eobeil  Carter  was  a  well  known  old  Avagoner,  a  native  of 
Washington  county,  Pa.,  a  ^'regular.'"  and  a  very  energetic,  per- 
severing and  keen  sighted  man.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  many 
of  the  festivities  of  the  old  road,  but  never  lost  his  head.  He  was  a 
money  maker,  and  unlike  most  of  that  class,  kind  hearted  and  gen- 
erous. He  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Thomas  Moxley.  the  old 
tavern  keeper,  whose  house  was  three  miles  Avest  of  ITniontown. 
After  his  marriage  he  bought  a  small  farm,  known  as  the  .Solomon  Col- 
ley  farm,  near  Hatfield's,  in  Eedstone  township,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
subsequently  merged  in  the  Hatfield  estate.  He  operated  this  farm 
for  a  short  time,  but  while  engaged  as  a  farmer,  kept  his  team  on  the 
road  in  charge  of  a  hired  driver.  He  sold  his  farm  and  leased  the  Bar 
house  in  Bridgeport,  and  kept  tavern  there  for  some  time.  AVhen  busi- 
ness ceased  on  the  road,  he  gave  up  his  team  and  his  tavern,  and 
moved  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  extensively  in 
farming  and  stock  raising. 

E.  D.  Kerfoot,  the  well  known  miner  and  labor  leader  of  Ever- 
son,  was  at  one  time  a  wagoner  on  the  National  Eoad.  He  was  born 
in  Lancaster  countv.  Pa.,  and  before  reachino- the  full  stature  of  man- 
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hood  in  point  of  age,  went  to  Washington  county,  ^Id.,  where  he 
engaged  as  a  driver  for  one  J.  B.  Bear,  a  farmer  of  that  county  and 
State,  and  was  put  in  charge  of  a  fine  six-horse  team,  and  a  broad 
wheeled  wagon,  with  which  he  hauled  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
to  and  from  Baltimore  and  Wheeling.  He  enjoyed  the  stirring  scenes 
of  the  old  road,  and  recalls  with  a  keen  relish  the  bounteous  tables 
of  the  old  taverns. 

Jacob  F.  Longanecker.  who  served  as  county  commissioner  of 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  from  1854  to  1857,  was  an  old  wagoner.  He 
owned  a  farm  in  German  township,  and  was  a  good  practical  farmer, 
but  spent  much  of  his  time,  for  many  years,  on  the  road  with  his 
team.  He  enjoyed  life  on  the  road,  and  seemed  loath  to  relinquish 
the  occupation  of  a  wagoner. 

Ellis  B.  Woodward,  of  Menallen  township,  Fayette  county.  Pa., 
is  an  old  Avagouer  Avith  experience  hardly  sufficient  to  entitle  him 
to  be  classed  as  a  '-regular.'  and  yet  almost  enough  to  take  him  from 
the  list  of  "sharp-shooters.""  He  kept  his  big  road  Avagon  on  his  farm 
for  many  years  after  the  road  ceased  to  be  a  profitable  avenue  of 
transportation,  and  felt  a  pride  in  exhibiting  it  as  a  reminder  of  hi.s 
identification  Avith  the  great  highway,  in  the  days  of  its  pro.'^perity. 
He  still  lives  and  warmly  cherishes  the  memories  of  the  old  road. 

The  first  wagons  used  on  the  !Xational  Eoad  were  made  AA'ith  nar- 
roAv  rimmed  Avheels.  like  those  in  use  at  the  pi-esent  day  on  farms 
and  countrA'  roads.  It  was  not  long.  hoAvcA'er,  after  the  opening  of 
the  road,  until  the  broad  Avheeled,  or  -broad  tread  Avagon."  as  it  Avas 
called.  Avas  introduced,  and  came  into  general  use  bA'  the  ^-reoiulars."" 
The  ••  sharpshooters.""  as  a  rule,  retained  the  narroAv  tread,  as  their 
Avagous  AA'ere  designed  mainly  for  farm  serAnce.  The  width  of  the 
broad  tread  was  about  four  inches,  and  liii'hter  tolls  Avere  exacted  at 
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the  gates  from  hroad  than  from  narrow  tread  wagons  for  the  obvious 
reason  that  narrow  wheels  cut  deeper  into  the  road  than  broad  wheels. 

A  gentleman  of  Wheeling  interested  in  the  transportation  busi- 
ness at  one  time,  conceived  the  idea  of  constructing  a  wagon  that 
would  make  so  wide  a  track  as  to  be  allowed  to  pass  over  the  road 
for  a  very  low  rate  of  toll,  if  not  entirel}'  exempt.  His  model  was  a 
wagon  with  the  rear  axle  four  inches  shorter  than  the  front  one,  so 
that  a  track  was  made  of  eight  inches  in  width.  To  this  wagon  nine 
liorscs  were  attached  —  three  abreast.  It  passed  over  the  road  several 
times,  with  Joseph  Sopher  as  driver,  attracting  much  attention,  but 
turning  out  a  failure  as  well  in  the  matter  of  saving  toll  as  in  being 
an  impracticable  vehicle  of  transportation. 

The  bed  of  the  regular  road  wagon  was  long  and  deep,  bending 
ujtward  at  the  bottom  in  front  and  rear.  The  lower  broad  side  was 
painted  blue,  with  a  movable  board  inserted  above,  painted  red.  The 
covering  was  of  white  canvas  stretched  over  broad  wooden  bows,  so 
that  the  old  road  wagon,  probably  more  as  a  matter  of  taste  than 
design,  disclosed  the  tri-colors  of  the  American  escutcheon,  red,  white 
and  blue. 

An  average  load  was  6,000  pounds,  but  loads  weighing  10,000 
pounds,  "  a  hundred  hundred,"  as  all  old  wagoners  boastfully  put  it, 
were  fret|tiently  hauled  over  the  road. 

The  reader  who  never  saw  the  endless  procession  on  the  old  pike, 
in  the  days  of  its  glorj^,  may  have  the  impression  that  the  bells  used 
by  some  of  the  old  wagoners  on  their  teams  were  like  sleigh  bells, 
or  those  of  the  milk  wagon  of  the  present  day,  and  in  like  manner 
strapped  around  the  horses.  But  that  was  not  the  way  of  it.  The 
bells  of  the  old  wagoners  were  cone  shaped,  with  an  open  end,  not 
unlike  a  small  dinner  bell,  and  were  attached  to  a  thin  iron  arch, 
sprung  over  the  tops  of  the  hames.  The  motion  of  the  hor.ses  caused 
a  (piiver  in  the  arch,  and  the  bell  teams  moved  majestically  along  the 
road  attracting  attention  and  eliciting  admiration.  The  great  majority 
of  waii;oners  did  not  use  l)ells. 
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Old  Wagoners  continued  —  John  Deeta  —  His  story  told  by  himself — Dmnd  Church — 
John  Snider  loads  tip  irith  Butter  —  Billy  Ashton,  John  Bradjield,  Frank 
Bradfield  —  An  Escapade — William  Hall,  Henry  Pitffenberger  and  Jacob 
Breakeron — Collision  between  a  "regular"  and  a  "sharpshooter" — Joseph 
Lau'son,  Jef.  Manypenny,  Joseph  Arnold,  The  Sophers,  Robert  Beggs,  Thomas 
Gore,  and  John  IMietsel. 

Johu  Deets  Avas  a  Avagoiier  on  the  road  as  early  as  1826,  before 
the  invention  of  the  rubber,  or  at  least  before  its  application  to 
wao'ons  on  the  !N^ational  Eoad.  He  had  a  brother,  Michael,  who  pre- 
ceded him  as  a  wagoner  on  the  road.  John  Peets  located  in  Guern- 
sey count}'.  Ohio,  in  1835,  whence  he  went  from  Menallen  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.  He  is  still  living.  The  following  from  his  own 
pen  furnishes  a  graphic  account  of  life  on  the  road  in  his  day: 

Mr.  Searight:  I  will  tr}'  to  give  you  as  much  information  as  I 
can  at  this  time.  My  brother.  Michael  Deets.  about  four  years  older 
than  mj'self,  was  among  the  first  that  wagoned  on  the  pike.  That 
was  about  the  3'ear  1822.  He  first  drove  his  fathers  team,  and  the 
first  load  of  goods  he  hauled  from  Baltimore  was  to  Vniontown  for 
Isaac  Beeson  or  Isaac  Skiles,  I  am  not  certain  which.  After  that  he 
drove  for  A  bra  m  Beagle,  who  lived  in  the  west  end  of  Uniontown. 
After  that  he  bought  a  team,  and  a  few  years  after  bought  two  more, 
so  that  he  owned  three  teams  at  one  time.  He  drove  one  of  the  teams 
himself  and  hired  drivers  for  the  other  two.  The  team  he  drove 
liimself  was  a  bell  team.  One  of  his  drivers  was  George  Eichards, 
and  the  other,  Jesse  Barnet,  a  colored  man,  who  lived  in  the  east  end 
of  Vniontown.  When  they  took  up  the  old  bed  of  the-  road,  and 
macadamized  it,  my  brother  took  a  contract  and  put  his  teams  to 
hauling  stones.  After  finishing  his  contract,  he  resumed  the  hauling 
of  merchandise  on  the  road  and  continued  until  about  1837,  when  he 
moved  to  Ohio,  thence  to  Illinois,  and  thence  to  Missouri,  where  h-e 
died. 

The  pike  boys  had  some  hard  times  and  they  had  some  good 
times.  They  were  generally  very  fond  of  sport,  and  mostly  tried  to 
put  up  Avhere  the  landlord  was  a  fiddler,  so  that  they  could  take  a 
hoe-down.  Every  one  carried  his  own  bed,  and  after  they  had  all 
the  sport  they  wanted  they  put  their  beds  down  on  the  floor  in  a  cir- 
cle, with  their  feet  to  the  fire,  and  slept  like  a  mouse  in  a  mill.  They 
were  generally  very  sociable  and  friendlv  with  each  other,  but  T  must 
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note  one  thing  just  here:  Two  of  the  boys  met  at  David  Barnett's, 
some  three  miles  east  of  Hancock,  and  got  into  a  dispute,  which  was 
not  often  the  case.  Elias  Meek  and  Abner  Benle}'  were  the  two. 
Meelv  was  for  fight,  Benley  was  for  peace.  But  Meek  pushed  on 
Benley  and  Benley  run.  but  Meek  caught  him.  Then  Benley  knew 
he  had  to  tight,  and  turned  on  Mock  and  gave  him  a  wonderful 
thrashing,  so  that  he  was  not  able  to  drive  his  team  for  some  time. 
And  now  with  regard  to  getting  uj)  and  down  the  hills.  They  had  no 
trouble  U)  gel  u]>,  but  the  (rouble  was  in  getting  down,  for  they  had 
no  rubbers  then,  and  to  tight  lock  would  soon  wear  out  their  tires. 
They  woidd  cut  a  snuill  pole  about  10  or  11  feet  long  and  tie  it  to  the 
bed  with  the  lock  cliuin  and  then  bend  it  against  the  hind  wheel  and 
tie  it  to  the  feed  trough,  or  the  hind  ]»ai't  of  the  wagon  bed,  just  tight 
enougli  to  let  the  wheel  turn  slow.  Sometimes  one  driver  would  wear 
out  from  15  to  20  poles  between  Baltimore  and  Wheeling.  Sometimes 
others  woul<l  cut  down  a  big  tree  and  tie  it  to  the  hind  end  of  the 
wagon  and  drop  it  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  Wlien  there  was  ice,  and 
there  was  much  of  it  in  winter,  they  had  to  use  rough  locks  and  cut- 
ters, and  the  wagon  would  sometimes  be  straight  across  the  road,  if 
not  the  hind  end  foremost.  The  snow  was  sometimes  so  deep  that 
they  had  to  go  through  fields,  and  shovel  the  drifts  from  the  fences, 
and  often  had  to  get  sleds  to  take  their  loads  across  Nigger  Moun- 
tain, and  on  as  far  as  Hopw^ood.  Those  of  us  who  had  to  go  through 
tlie  fields  were  three  days  going  nine  miles.  This  was  in  the  neigh- 
boi-hood  of  Frostburg.  Md.  There  were  no  bridges  then  across  the 
MonDnguhela  or  the  (.)hio  rivers.  Wagonei-s  had  to  ferry  across  in 
snudl  flat-boats,  and  sometimes  to  lay  at  the  rivers  for  some  days, 
until  the  ice  would  run  out  or  the  river  freeze  over.  A  small  bridge 
across  J)nidap's  creek,  at  Brownsville,  broke  down  with  one  of  the 
pike  boys  and  did  a  great  deal  of  danuige.  Sometimes  a  barrel  of 
coffee  won  III  spring- a  leak  and  t  lu- coftee  would  be  scattered  along  the 
road,  and  women  would  gather  it  up  and  be  glad  for  such  a  ))rize. 
The  wi'itei'  has  scattered  some  in  bis  time.  Some  of  the  old  citizens 
of  Union  town,  no  doubt,  well  i-enu'inber  the  time,  when  scores  of  poor 
slaves  were  di-ivcn  tbrouglilbal  place,  banilciillcil  and  tied  two  and 
two  to  a  rope  that  was  extended  some  40  or  50  leet,  one  on  each  side. 
And  thousands  of  droves  of  hogs  were  driven  through  to  Baltimore, 
some  Irom  ()bio.  Sonu-limes  they  woidd  have  to  lay  by  two  oi-  three 
days  on  ac('ount  of  ijic  tVo/.en  roail.  wliicb  cui  their  feet  and  lamed 
them.  AVhile  the  writer  was  wagoning  on  the  old  ])ike,  the  canal 
was  made  from  ('umberlaml  to  Harper's  Fei-ry.  The  jiike  bovs  were 
bitterly  opposed  to  I'aili'oads  and  so  were  the  tavern  kccjters.  The 
writer  bcanl  an  ohi  tavi-i'n  keeper  say  ■•he  wished  the  I'ailroail  would 
sink  to  the  lowi-r  regions.  "  That  great  jihenonu'niui  that  occurred  the 
1:5th  of  November.  1H;^:J,  oi-,  as  it  is  often  calU'd.  the  Shooting  stars. 
That  circumstance  caused  a  great  deal  of  excitenuMit.  Sonu'  became 
very  much  alanneil.  and  it  was  reported  that  some  went  cra/,\'.  ami 
thought  the  world  wascomiiui,-   |o   ;iii    en<l.      'idic  writer  was   at    Hop- 
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wood  that  night  with  his  team  and  wagon.  The  phenomenon  was  also 
seen  in  Ohio.  It  was  reported  in  Ohio  that  there  was  a  box  of  money 
hid  on  the  old  Gaddis  farm,  near  the  pike,  about  two  miles  west  of 
Uniontown,  supposed  to  have  been  hid  there  by  Gfen.  Braddock.  T( 
was  sought  for  but  never  found.  The  taverns  we  mostly  put  up  at 
in  Baltimore  were  the  Maypole,  on  Paca  street,  south  of  Gen.  Wayne, 
and  at  Thomas  Elliott's,  near  the  Hill  market;  and  where  we  mostly 
loaded  our  goods  Avas  at  J.  Taylor  &  Sons  and  at  Chauncey  Brook's, 
on  Baltimore  and  Howard  streets.  Our  first  day's  drive  out  of  Bal- 
timore was  19  miles,  to  Enoch  Eandall's,  or  20,  to  John  Whalon's. 
The  second  day  to  Frank  Wathers  —  who  could  almost  outswear  the 
world.  And  one  thing  more:  Before  this  writer  became  a  pike  bo}^ 
he  ])lowed  many  a  day  with  a  wooden  mold-board  plow,  and  after 
being  engaged  on  the  road  for  about  ten  years,  he  left  the  road  and 
went  to  Ohio,  and  then  made  a  public  profession  of  religion  and 
united  with  the  Baptist  church.  In  conclusion,  will  say  to  make  as 
good  a  history  as  you  j^ossibly  can,  and  I  hope  you  shall  be  well  re- 
warded for  your  labor,  and  above  all  never  forget  your  Creator,  as  in 
Him  we  live,  move  and  have  our  being. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  DEETS. 

David  Church  was  an  old  wagoner,  a  native  of  Wheeling,  and 
when  the  old  pike  ceased  to  ring  with  the  clatter  of  travel  and  trade, 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Wharton  township,  near  Farmington,  Fayette 
county.  Pa.,  took  up  his  residence  thereon,  and  died  a  mountain 
farmer.  He  was  a  large,  fat  man,  of  ruddy  complexion  and  reddish 
hair.  The  leader  in  his  team  was  of  a  dun  color,  and  as  it  approached 
the  old  taverns  and  the  big  water-troughs,  was  recognized  as  the 
team  of  David  Church  by  the,  color  of  the  leatler.  Charley  Push 
often  invited  Church  to  take  a  chair  and  be  seated  when  he  visited 
the  store  at  Farmington,  but  he  invariably  declined,  renmrkiiig  that 
he  could  rest  as  well  standing  as  sitting.  He  felt  like  nearly  all  the 
old  wagoners,  that  his  occupation  was  gone  when  transportation 
ceased  on  the  old  road,  and  could  never  fully  adapt  himself  to  the 
new  order  of  things. 

In  the  year  1842  John  Snider  hauled  a  load  of  butter  from 
Wheeling  to  Washington,  D.  C.  The  owner  of  this  butter  was  a  nmn 
by  the  name  of  Oyster,  a  butter  dealer  of  Wheeling.  He  could  have 
shippetl  his  butter  from  Cumberland  to  its  destination  b}"  rail,  as  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  road  had  just  then  been  finished  to  Cumberland  ; 
but  his  animosity  against  railroads  was  so  deep-seated  that  he  en- 
gaged Snider  to  haul  it  all  the  way  through  with  his  big  team.  On 
his  way  to  Washington  with  this  load  he  struck  oft'  from  the  Na- 
tional Road  at  Frederick  City,  Maryland.  He  I'eached  that  city  on 
Christnu\s  night  and  "])utup''  at  Miller's  tavei-n.  The  guests  of 
that  old  tavern  danced  all  of  that  night,  and  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  day  after  Christnuis,  Snider  "pulled  out"  on  a  strange  road  for 
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the  city  of  Washington  with  his  load  of  butter.  He  was  three  days 
on  a  mud  road  between  Frederick  and  Washington,  but,  nevertheless, 
delivered  his  butter  in  --good  condition'  to  tlie  consignee.  This 
butter  was  bought  up  in  small  quantities  in  the  vicinity  of  Wheeling 
for  ten  cents  per  pound,  and  Snider  got  two  dollars  and  tifty  cents  pei 
hundred  ]»ounds  for  hauling  it  to  Washington. 

William  Ashton.  a  well-known  old  wai;:oner,  was  an  Eniili.shnuin 
by  birth.  He  was  also  an  old  tavern  keeper.  He  was  noted  for  his 
mental  vivacity,  and  for  his  achievements  as  an  athlete.  At  Peters- 
burg he  once  bounded  over  the  to])  of  one  of  the  big  road  wagons 
with  the  aid  of  a  long  pole.  He  ke])t  a  tavern  at  Funkstown,  seventy 
miles  west  of  Baltimore,  and  was  largely  patronized  by  wagoners. 
While  keeping  tavern  he  had  two  teams  on  the  road  in  charge  of 
hii-cd  drivei's.  This  Avas  as  early  as  1835.  His  drivers  were  Samuel 
Kelly  and  William  Jones,  and  they  hauled  goods  from  llagerstown, 
MarA'land  (then  the  terminus  of  the  railroad),  to  Terre  Haute,  Indi- 
ana, and  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  involving  a  trip  of  four  months 
duration,  and  the  comjiensation  was  six  dollars  per  hundred  ])ounds. 

.lohn  IJrudtield  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  old  wagoners  on 
the  road.  He  was  the  general  agent  of  the  first  transportation  corn- 
pan}'  on  the  road.  He  was  also  a  tavern  keeper.  He  kept  the  brick 
house  west  of,  and  a  .short  distance  from,  Petersburg,  and  owned  it. 
He  was  a  native  of  Virginia. 

Frank  Era<ltield.  son  of  John,  before  mentioned,  was  also  a  wag- 
oner. Fifty  3-ears  ag<^,  when  but  a  boy,  lie  drove  one  of  his  father's 
teams  to  Baltimore,  -pulled  up"  on  the  Avagon  yard  of  the  old  May- 
pole tavern,  in  that  cit}',  attended  to  his  team,  remained  over  night, 
and  the  next  day  mysteriously  disappeared.  Seairh  was  instituted, 
liut  he  could  not  be  found.  He  had  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  reg- 
idar  army.  His  frien<ls  thought  he  was  dead.  He  served  through 
the  ^rexiean  Avar,  and  yet  his  irlatives  knew  not  of  his  existence. 
\N  lii'ii  lliat  Avar  Avas  OA'er  iie  stepped  one  iiKirning  from  a  steanilHiai 
to  the  wharf  at  Brownsville.  Noliody  recognized  liiin.  He  toi)k  :i 
seat  iu  a  coach  at  BroAvnsville,  and  in  a  few  hours  thereafter  entered 
his  father's  house,  near  Petersl)ui-g.  He  called  foi-  sup))er  and  lodg- 
ing, ami  the  person  he  addressed  Avas  his  father,  who  (li<l  not  iveog- 
iiize  him.  and  to  wlutin  he  did  not  nuike  himseli"  known.  Sui»per  was 
announced,  and  his  father  showed  him  to  the  dining  I'ooin  and  with- 
drew. His  mcjther,  who  was  attending  at  the  (able.  imme<liately  aflei* 
he  Avas  seated,  recognized  him.  and  fell  fainting  in  his  arms,  and  there 
was  joy  in  (hat  household,  alt  hough  inaugurated  hy  a  great  shoclc. 
Frank  Bradtield  sub.se(pientl\'  hecame  a  clerk  in  the  .\dams  Fxpress 
<'ompany.  and  entered  the  Pittsburg  oHiet'  when  it  was  Hrst  I'stab- 
li>lifil  in  llial  <'ily.  and  remained  in  it>  scr\'ici'  nnlil  lii>  dcalli.  a  few 
years  ago.  He  has  a  In'othei'  at  tliis  lime  in  tlu'  olliee  of  the  Adams 
K.Npress  Company  at  Pittshni-g.  wIutc  he  has  been  employi-d  for 
many  years,  and  esteemed  as  a  faithful  and  iflicieid  clerk. 

N\  illiam    Hall  was    a    fine    ^p(•cimen    >>{'  llic    old    wagoner   in    the 
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palmv  days  of  the  road — a  regular  of  regulai-s.  zealous  in  his  ealliug. 
aud  jealous  of  his  rights.  Eobei't  Bell,  the  quaint  old  wagoner  before 
referred  to.  was  his  unele  and  his  friend,  who,  it  is  said,  ivndered  him 
substantial  aid  in  securing  a  foothold  on  the  great  Xational  highway. 
There  was  a  certain  kind  of  esprft  de  corps  among  the  old  regular 
wagoners,  and  AVilliam  Hall  possessed  it  in  a  high  degree.  He  was 
well  attired,  and  clean  in  person  and  conversation.  He  was  born  in 
Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  first  appearance  on  the  road 
was  in  the  year  ISoS.  He  was  a  great  admirer  ol  Thomas  Corwin. 
aud  was  in  Ohio  with  his  team  on  the  day  thai  old-time  states- 
man and  orator  was  chosen  (rovernor.  a  circumstance  he  frequently 
i-eferred  to  in  at\er  yeai's  with  feelings  of  pride  and  pleasure.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Wyart.  and  granddaughter  of  Major 
Paid,  old  tavern  keepers,  and  this  formed  a  silken  cord  that  bound 
him  to  the  destinies  of  the  old  pike.  In  the  declining  years  of  the 
road  he  became  a  stage  proprietor,  and  in  conjunction  with  Redding 
Bunting  ^  not  a  sti-anger  to  these  pages  \  opei-ated  a  line  of  coaches 
between  Cumberland  and  "Washington,  Pennsylvania.  This  line  had 
nothing  of  the  whirl  and  dash  of  the  older  lines  of  coaches.  When 
wagons  and  stages  ceased  to  enliven  the  road.  "VTilliam  Hall  located  in 
Cumberland,  and  is  living  there  at  this  time,  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  that  place.  Soon  at\er  he  cast  his  lot  in  Cumberland  he 
was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Maryland  Division  of  the 
road  by  Governor  Hicks,  and  served  in  that  otfice  for  a  number  of 
years  previous  to  the  late  war.  He  had  a  brother.  Eobert,  who  was 
also  an  old  wagoner,  and  subsequently,  and  for  several  yeai"s.  a  postal 
clerk  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  between  Cumberland  and 
Pittsburg. 

Henry  Puffenberger.  a  ■•regular."  given  to  blustering,  but  not  a 
vicious  man.  and  Jacob  Breakiron.  a  •  sharpshooter ""  and  a  fat  man. 
met  one  day  on  the  road  and  indiUged  in  a  wi-angle  about  the  right  of 
way.  Strings  of  fresh  broken  stone  on  either  side  of  the  road,  as 
was  often  the  case,  left  but  a  narrow  passiige  where  the  meeting 
occurred. and  this  led  to  the  difficulty,  -Old  Putf."  as  he  was  called, 
demanded  of  Breakiron,  with  an  air  of  authority,  that  he  should 
■turn  out."  Breakiron  declined  to  obey,  and  showed  a  determined 
spirit  of  i-esisiance.  After  an  exchange  of  angiy  words  Puffenberger 
inquired  of  Breakii'on  his  name,  and  he  answei"ed,  -my  name  is 
Bivakiron."  •That."  Siiid  Puffenberger.  -is  a  hard  name,  but  you 
look  harder  than  your  name,"  ••  I  am  as  hard  as  my  name,"  said 
Breakiron.  -and  what  is  your  name?"  •Puffenberger."  was  the 
reply.  -That."  said  Breakiron.  -is  a  Avindy  name."  -Yes."  re- 
joined Puffenberger.  ■•  but  there  is  thunder  with  it,"  After  this  explo- 
sion of  wit  the  contestants  compromised,  shook  hands,  and  passed 
without  colliding,  Puffenberger  was  a  Maryland  man.  became  a 
Confederate  soldier,  and  was  killed  in  battle.  Breakiron  was  a  farmer 
of  Geoi'ges  township.  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  on  his 
tarm  a  number  of  vears  aijo. 
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Tnnu'r  Brown,  hrotlier  <>('  irciiry.  fhmoiis  for  tlif  \>\iX  \iku\s  lie 
liaiik'd.  was  an  old  waicoiuT.  At'lrr  a  nnnilnT  of  vi-ars"  (.'Xperiencc  as 
a  ■sva^oniT  he  moved  lo  Ohio  and  setlU'(l  in  (inernsey  coiinly.  whei-e 
he  became  wealtliy  and  Avas  elevated  to  the  office  of  Pi'ol^ate  Jndne. 
Persons  Av  ho  venien\]>er  him  say  lie  was  ••]iom]»ons"  in  mannei-.  hut 
honest  in  his  dealings.  Jlewasa  nativi'of  Payeth"  county.  Pa.,  horn 
and  feared  in  the  vicinity  of  Brownsville,  and  of  the  family  of  Browns 
|)i-ominently  identified  with  the  National  lload  in  its  eai'lydays.  Ue 
liad  a  nunilier  of  sons,  three  of  whom  —  Sjimuel.  'rnrner  and  Ticvi  — 
were  I'nion  soldiers  in  the  late  wai'.  Another.  Thomas.  |)ulilisheil 
for  a  tinu'  T/ie  Ohio  Fitnnrr.  ni  CU'Veland;  and  another.  William,  took 
to  tiieolo,ii"\'.  and  is  eiiu'au'ed  in  niis-^ionary  work  in  <oiiie  remote 
(|Uarter  of  the  i;lohe. 

.lost'ph  Ltiwson  was.  like  his  fellow  teamster.  John  (ialwi.x.  con- 
sideri'd  a  fanev  wai;"oner.  JFe  took  ])ride  in  his  calliuii;.  and  his  team 
consisted  of  .six  stallions.  Avell  mated  and  of  giiiantie  size.  '^Phe  u'ears 
he  used  Avere  the  very  best  of  the  John  ^lorrow  ]>attern.  an<l  his 
••outfit"  attracted  attention  and  evoke(l  words  of  praise  from  the 
tlii'on,<i;s  tliat  lined  the  road  in  that  day.  There  Avas  a  rcii-ulation 
ti-ead  and  an  air  about  tlie  old  wagonei-.  es])ecially  of  the  re<i;nlar  line. 
that  rose  abnost.  if  not  altoo-ether,  to  the  standard  of  (li<;-nity. 

Jett'.  ^[anypenny  Avas  an  old  Avagoner,  and  a  son  of  tlic  old  tavern 
keeper  of  r^niontOAvn,  refenvd  to  in  a  subsequent  cha])ter. 

.Tose]di  Arnold  is  said  to  have  hauled  the  first  •'eighty  Inindred 
load"  ever  hauled  on  the  road,  and  it  gave  him  great  fame.  It  was 
in  1837. 

Joseph  Sopher  tried  the  ex])ei'inient  of  using  nine  horses  in  his 
team,  driven  three  abreast.  It  did  not  jirove  jn-aeticable  or  ])rofitable, 
and  he  soon  abandoned  it  and  returned  to  the  ordinary  six-hor.se 
team.  Tliere  Avere  four  Sophers  on  the  i-oad  and  they  Avere  brothers, 
\i/. :  Joseph.  Nimrod.  Jack  and  William,  and  they  were  stage  drivers 
as  well  as  Avagon^-i's. 

Hobei't  Jieii'ii's.  an  old  waironci'.  prosecutiMl  Jacoh  I'roliasco  for 
perjury.  The  prosecution  grew  out  of  an  affidavit  made  by  Probasco 
alleirinir  that  Be<£<£s,  Avho  Avas  indcKlcil  to  him.  was  about  to  i-emove 
his  goods  from  the  State  with  intent  to  defraud  his  creditoi's.  'I'his 
])roseculion  gave  I'robasco  mu(di  trouble  and  involved  him  in  con- 
siderable ex])ense.  and  is  said  to  have  l)een  the  cause  of  his  i-emoval 
iVom  Fayette  county,  Penn>ylvania. 

Thomas  riore  Avas  one  of  the  first  wagoners  (Hi  the  I'oad.  ami  a 
regular,  lie  lived  in  llo])wood  when  that"  village  was  knoAvn  as 
"Woodstock.  Ife  droA'C  a  "bell  team,  and  owiicil  it.  He  was  widl 
known  all  along  the  i-oail.  hnl  it  is  so  long  ago  llial  hut  few  of  the 
pike  boys  of  this  day  reniemher  him.  He  gave  up  wagoning  long 
iiefore  business  ceased  on  the  i-oad.  ami  settled  in  l-'ranklin  township. 
I'\iyettc  county,  Pcnns3dvania.  wliiir  he  died  thirty  yi-ars  ago.  Holt- 
insf)n  Addis,  a  Avell  knoAvn  and  mmh  esteemed  citizen  of  Dunbar 
townshiji.    Fayette    counfA'.     I'ennsyh  ania.    marrieil    a    daughter    ot 
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Thomas  (iorc:  and  a  <;'i'aii<lsoii  of  llic  old  \\ai;-oncr.  Iicai'lni;-  llic  iiaiiu- 
Tliomas  (lore  Addis,  is  one  of  llic  Inisted  and  li-ustwoi-lliy  sujx'i-in- 
tcndeiils  of  tlie  TT.  Clay  Frick  Coke  Company.  A\itli  lu'ad(|uai'tc'i's  at 
Hrownfic'ld  Station,  on  tlu' Sonlliwest  Kailway. 

.lolm  Whc't/el,  called  '-.lolinny."' a  reii'nlai' old  \vai;-onor,  was  small 
in  statni-e,  quiet  in  disposition,  and  of  swarthy  complexion.  He  talked 
l)ut  little,  rarely  nsini;-  a  Avord  beyond  the  size  of  a  monosyllahle.  and 
was  Avell  known  and  high!}-  esteemed  all  along  the  road.  When  the 
career  of  the  road  as  a  great  National  highway  ended,  ■•Johnny  " 
Whetzel  i-etii-ed  to  a  farm  in  Saltlick  township,  Fayette  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  still  lives,  bending  under  the  weight  of  many 
years,  l)ut  enjoying  the  confidence  and  res])ect  of  all  his  neighl)ors. 


JOHN   WALLACE. 


CHAPTETi    XIX 


oil!  Wagoners  continued  —  The  Ifanteni^  they  Vi^ril  —  Jalui  Mnnmr  a  mdhr  oj  Ilar- 
itfga — Capt.  Elias  G'Umore  encounters  a  Man  Eater  —  Perry  Gatld'm,  Will i< mi 
G.  Patterson,  Alfred  Bailes,  the  Scarhoroni/hs  and  McLaiKjlJins  —  /////,  vho 
respected  Snudaii  —  James  Rileij  and  OUrer  Pratt,  Robert  C'arr,  Robert  Allixon, 
Darid  ILrr,  Widiam  Keefer,  Ahrani  Bracjle,  Samuel  Youman,  Robert  CoMjrore, 
James  Rrou-nlee,  John  CoUier,  Darius  Grimes,  Fielding  Montague,  James  Smith, 
Elishn  Ma.rou,  Jacob  Marks,  Thomas  Starr,  Thomas  IFastiugs,  Hennj  Foster, 
John  Smasher,  Maj.  Jessr  IJ.  Gardner,  McWdllams,  Pi.rler,  Riley  and  Ifankins. 

.lohii  .\r<>i'i'()\v,  of  Poterslnii-ij:.  incntioiicd  lu'Vcinlteforo  as  a  iiiaii- 
iifactuivi-  oi'  tlu-  Ava<ji;oiU'i''s  wlii]».  was  likewise  a  saddle  and  harness 
jiiakei-.  an<l  liad  tlie  i-e])Utatioii  oi'  inakiii<>;  tlie  West  liai'iiess  on  the  I'oad. 
He  was  a  man  of  tliin  visa<;e  and  enerj^vtie  hahit. 

Gears  was  tlio  name  ohl  wagoners  ajjplicd  to  liarness.  Tlie  <!;ears 
uscmI  on  the  team  of  the  re<i;nlar  wagoner  wore  of  immense  ])ropor- 
lions.  The  Inick  Itands  weiv  fifteen  an<l  llie  hip  strai)s  ten  inches 
wiih'.  ancl  heavy  hhiek  honsing  fovere<l  the  horses"  sliouklers  down  t(» 
tlie  hott«nn  of  tlie  hames.  The  traces  nsed  were  iron  chains  with  short 
and  thick  links.  It  requii'ed  a  stronii'  man  to  throw  these  lieavy  gears 
on  the  hack  of  a  hig  horse.  JIea\ y  and  hi-oad  as  they  were,  these 
t^eai's  were  iKit  out  of  ])i'Oj)ortion  to  the  lai'ge  fat  horses  of  the  old 
teams,  and  looke(l  well  on  theii-  hroad  and  sliining  hacks.  The  wag- 
oners saddle  was  uniqne.  It  was  maiK'  over  an  ordinary  wooden 
model,  covered  with  thi(d<.  Idack  leather,  and  had  long  and  wide  skirts 
or  aprons,  cut  sti-aight  on  the  edges  ami  ends.  ])aniel  P.  Ciihson,the 
well  known  cajiitalist  of  ("niontown.  K-arned  the  t  i-ade  of  saddle  and 
harness  making  with  John  !>rorrow  in  I'eterslmrg.  and  worked  many 
a  day  on  the  hig  gt-ai's  and  odd  saddle,  ahove  described. 

('a]»t.  Elias  (Jilmore  was  not  strictly  an  old  wagoner,  hut  a  jiike 
\>(>y  to  all  intents  and  ])urposes.  yet  his  home  was  not  immediately  on 
the  road.  He  Iia<l  a  team  which  he  employed  foi'  tlu"  most  jtart  in 
hauling  stones  for  re))airs  on  the  roail.  lie  was  a  cont I'actoi'.  and  an 
energetic  one.  He  was  an  amiaMe  man.  in  a  general  way.  hut  given 
at  tiiiio  to  ])Ugili^ti(•  cncoiinlrrs.  and  it  is  said  that  no  man  along  the 
road  cotdd  outdo  him  in  a  tight.  A  stage  driver  once  came  u]ion  the 
r(»ad  who  was  called  ••the  man  I'ater."  He  drove  from  rnionlown  to 
Mt.  Washington  on  the  Good  Intent  line.  (Jilmore.  hearing  of  this 
famous  ■jnan  cater.  "  was  desirous  of  meeting  him.  ami  ealling  one 
ila\'  al   Mt.  Washinixton.  in(|uire<|  where  In-  was.      Upon    Ixinir   inlro- 
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(IiiihmI.  ( iiliiioiv  said  lo  liiiii  :  "  You  aw  a  pretty  stout  looking-  man.  lull 
I  can  lick  you,"  an<l  at  it  tliey  went,  Mitliout  further  ceremony,  and 
(Jilmore  did  licdc  liim.  At  another  time  (lilmore  was  in  ITniontown 
w  ith  a  load  of  lumber,  and  stood  his  team  across  the  street,  whi(di 
caused  John  P.  Sturgis,  who  was  constable  then,  to  take  him  to  task 
for  obsti'ucting  the  street,  whercu])on  rrilmore  fell  upon  Stui'gis  and 
gave  him  a  tremendous  beating,  for  which  he  was  tined  by  the  bur- 
gess. Trilmore  was  born  in  Wharton  township,  Faj^ette  count}',  Pa., 
and  owned  and  lived  on  a  farm  near  "Sugar  Loaf,"  in  the  vicinity  of 
()hio])yle.  His  wife  was  a  sister  of  Boss  Rush,  "the  prince  of  land- 
lords." Ca])tain  Gilmore  moved,  with  his  family,  to  Illinois  thirty 
years  ago,  and  subsequently  to  York  county,  Nebraska,  where  lie  is 
still  living  in  comfortable  circumstances,  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer. 
Uc  long  since  abandoned  the  profitless  pastime  of  sowing  wild  oats, 
and  is  esteemed  as  one  of  the  most  respectable  and  influeutial  citizens 
of  Nebraska.  John  Eush,  a  In-other  of  Boss,  and  brother-in-law  of 
(iilmore,  an  old  wagoner  and  tavern  keeper,  went  west  with  (Jilmore. 
and  lives  near  him  now,  in  Nebraska. 

Perry  (laddis,  who  died  a  few  3'ears  ago  at  Dunbar,  Pennsylvania, 
was  an  old  wagoner.  His  first  service  on  the  road  as  driver  was  foi- 
Isaac  Bailey,  who  kept  a  tavern  near  the  old  red  house  east  of  Browns- 
ville, subsequently  postmaster  at  Brownsville,  and  a  member  of  the 
Fayette  county,  Pennsjdvania,  bar.  Gaddis  married  a  daughter  of 
Robert  vShaw,  an  old  tavern  keeper,  and  many  years  ago  steward  of 
the  county  home  near  ITniontown.  She  was  a  schoolmate  of  the 
author  of  these  pages,  as  Avas  also  her  sister,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Robert  S.  McDowell,  another  well  known  pike  boy.  William  D.  Beggs. 
father-in-law  of  the  late  Dr.  Smith  Fuller,  blessed  be  his  memory,  was 
our  faithful  old  teacher.  Mrs.  Gaddis,  Perry's  widow,  is  still  living 
at  Dunbei". 

'!'-William  G.  Patterson,  of  Jetferson  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  an  old  wagoner,  has  a  record  worth}'  of  special  mention. 
When  on  the  road  he  was  called  "Devil  Bill,"  and  this  name  followed 
him  to  his  farm,  and  adhered  to  hini  for  many  years.  To  see  him 
now  at  his  ancestral  home,  bending  beneath  his  four  score  years  and 
more,  gentle  in  manner  and  intelligent  and  entertaining  in  conversa- 
tion, surrounded  by  all  the  needful  comforts  of  this  life,  one  wonders 
how  he  ever  got  the  name  of  "Devil  Bill."  His  first  appearance  on 
the  National  Road  as  a  driver  was  in  the  year  1820,  when  he  assisted 
in  driving  a  lot  of  hogs  for  his  father  to  Baltimore.  It  required  almost 
a  month  to  <lrive  a  lot  of  hogs  from  the  vicinity  of  Brownsville  to  the 
city  of  Baltimore.  He  made  his  first  tri])  over  the  road  as  a  wagoner 
in  1823,  going  clear  through  to  Baltimore.  The  first  team  he  drove 
was  his  father's,  but  it  was  not  long  until  he  became  the  OAvner  of  a 
team  himself.  He  was  on  the  road  many  years  as  a  wagoner.  The 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides  descended  from  his  gi'andfather  to  his 
father,  and  then  to  himself     His  father  died  on  this  farm  on  Christ- 

-Died  in  Iowa  in  1.S92. 
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mas  day  of  the  year  1827.     His  i^raiidfatlier  came  out  from  Dauphin 
eouuty.  Pennsylvania,  at  an  eai'Iy  day. 

Alfred  J^ailc's.  of  Dunliar.  Pennsylvania,  i.s  prolnihly  tlie  oklest 
man  livini;  who  drove  a  team  on  llic  National  Poad.  I£e  was  first  a 
wai^oner,  and  suljsequently  and  for  many  years  a  sta_i;e  driver.  He 
was  boi-n  in  Loudon  county.  Virginia,  and  came  u]iou  the  roatl  ahf)Ut 
tlic  year  1830.  at  tlic  solicitation  of  .I(din  J^i-adticld.  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Viru;inia.  and  ai;eiil  of  tlic  tii-st  line  of  wagons  on  the  road. 
Alfre<l  Trades  was  horn  in  180-4.  and  altli(»ugh  closi'ly  a]))ii"oacliing  his 
ninetieth  year,  his  eye  is  undinime(l  and  his  natural  vigor  uiial>ated. 
Sanuu'l  Luinan.  of  Cumhcrland.  is  two  years  younger  than  Bailes, 
l>ut  two  years  his  senior  as  a  stage  driver.  Bailes  was  one  of 
the  most  commanding  tigures  on  the  road,  upwards  of  six  feet  in 
height,  with  hroad  chest  and  shoulders,  and  long  arms.  Noted  for 
great  strength,  he  was  never  quarrelsome.  As  a  driver  he  performed 
his  functions  faithfully  and  carefully.  He  is  a  most  interesting  relic 
of  the  road,  and  his  memory  is  well  stored  with  interesting  remiiu- 
scences  of  its  faded  glory. 

Samuel  and  William  Scarborough  were  old  wagoners.  They 
lived  on  the  old  William  Elliott  farm,  in  Jefterson  township,  Fayette 
county.  Pit.  and  were  ijrothers.  William  Hogg,  the  ])ioneer  merchant 
of  Brownsville,  was  the  owner  of  the  William  Hlliott  I'arm  at  the  time 
referred  to,  and  the  Scarboroughs  paid  their  rent  by  hauling  a  load  of 
merchandise  for  ^Ir.  Hogg  once  a  year,  from  Baltimore  to  his  store  in 
Brownsville. 

(icorge  McLaughlin,  still  living  near  I'niontown,  but  now.  an<l 
lor  a  long  time,  a  sufferer  from  I'hcumatism,  is  an  old  wagoner.  Jt 
may  be  that  exjiosure,  when  a  wagoner,  to  the  snow  storms  of  the 
mountains,  is  the  source  of  the  rheumatism  which  now  afflicts  him. 
His  brother,  Abraham,  wlio  lives  at  Mt.  Hraddock.  is  also  an  old  wag- 
oner, and,  when  a  boy,  broI<e  stone  on  the  pike  at  a  -'levy  ""  a  ])ei'ch. 

There  was  an  old  wagoiiei-  whose  name  was  Hill,  and  he  li\-e<l  at 
Tria<lelphia.  now  West  Virginia,  then  •■()lil  Vii'ginia  never  tire,'  who 
never  drove  his  team  on  Sunday.  He  seems  not  to  have  lost  anything 
ly  ivsting  his  team  and  him.self  on  Sunday,  for  he  made  as  good  time 
on  his  trips  as  any  other  wagoner,  and  in  the  end  became  rich. 

Mi(  haid  Teeters,  a  s|)luttering  old  wagoner,  was  nott-d  for  hispro- 
lanit\-.  He  was  j)ossessed  with  the  fatal  delusion  that  hard  swearing 
was  evidence  of  superioi*  intelligence.  He.  of  course.  ha<l  some  good 
traits,  as  the  woist  of  men  have;  but  when  age  and  intii'mity  came 
upon  him.  he  cxebanged  tin'  tramp  over  the  hills  of  the  ohl  pike  lor 
a  ■■  walk  over  the  hills  to  the  jioor  house.  "  and  died  in  the  coiinty  home 
of  Washington  couiily.  I*<'nn>y Kania.  Had  lie  t'ollowcd  the  example 
of  Hill,  who  rested  on  Siinda\  .  il  m.i\  nul  be  said  that  be  would  have 
grown  ri(di,  Imt  il  is  pretty  certain  I  lial  I  he  snrronndiilgs  of  his  dying 
honi's  Would  ha\'e  been  dilVerenl   from  what  they  were. 

.lames  Kiley  and  ()li\('r  I'rall  were  among  the  ohiest  of  the  old 
wagonei's  —  veterans   in    e\er\    sense.      ITdex'    was  a    largt'    man.  with 
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florid  face  and  wvy  wliitc  hair,  and  was  called  -Old  Wliitey.""  He 
lived  and  died  in  Hoiiwood.  Pratt  was  also  a  lari^-e  man.  and  stonl. 
a  steady  di'iidvcr,  with  red-rininied  eyes.  He  was  a  good  driver,  and 
devoted  to  his  calling.  He  married  a  Miss  Bird,  of  the  old  family  ot 
that  name,  in  Henry  Clay  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  when  flush  times  ended  on  the  road,  went  west  and  died,  f'ai'froni 
the  scenes  of  the  grand  old  highway. 

liobert  Carr,  who  died  in  Uniontown  about  two  years  ago,  was 
an  old  wagoner.  He  was  on  the  road  as  early  as  1825.  He  drove 
fl]-st  for  Benjamin  Miller,  grandfather  of  Ben,  Sam  and  J ett' Miller,  of 
Uniontown.  He  subsequently  married  a  daughter  of  Abner  S])ringer, 
of  North  Union  township,  Fayette  county,  who  owned  a  road  team 
which  was  placed  in  charge  of  Carr,  ami  he  drove  it  several  years. 
He  was  also  a  stage  driver. 

liol)ert  (I.  Fleming,  now  residing  in  Unioidown.  is  an  old  wag- 
oner. He  hauled  whiskey  from  the  old  Overholt  distillery,  near  Mt. 
Pleasant,  to  Baltimore  for  many  years,  and  loaded  back  with  mer- 
chandise to  various  ])oints  in  the  west.  One  of  his  earliest  back  loads 
consisted  of  oysters  for  Pittsburg,  via  Brownsville.  The  oyster  boxes 
were  piled  up  to  the  canvass  covering,  and  iipon  reaching  Brownsville 
he  was  required  to  drive  down  the  wharf  to  the  steamboat  landing, 
which  was  -'sidling,"  and  at  the  tinu'  icy.  Some  of  the  top  boxes  fell 
out  and  were  broken,  whereupon  the  bystanders  helped  themselves  to 
fresh  shell  oysters.  They  were  not  carried  away,  but  the  eager  oyster 
lovers  picked  them  up,  cracked  open  the  shells  on  the  wagon  wheels 
and  gulped  down  the  juicy  luvalves  on  the  ground.  Flendng  was 
'■docked,  '  as  thev  termed  the  abatinii'  of  loss,  from  the  freight  charges. 

Eobert  Allison,  one  of  the  best  known  of  the  old  wagoners,  was 
a  fighting  man.  He  did  not  seem  to  be  quarrelsome,  yet  was  often, 
as  by  some  sort  of  untoward  destiny,  involved  in  pugilistic  encounters 
along  the  road.  In  one  of  these  at  Fear's  tavern,  on  Keyser's  Pldgc, 
he  bit  off  the  nose  of  a  stage  driver. 

David  Harr  was  a  good  fiddler,  and  William  Keefer  was  a  good 
dancer,  and  these  two  old  wagoners  warmed  the  bar  room  of  many 
an  (jld  tavern  between  Baltimore  and  Wheeling,  in  the  good  old  days 
when  every  mile  of  the  National  Poad  bristled  with  excitement. 

Abram  Beagle  was  a  widelv  known  old  wagoner.  He  lived  with 
David  Moreland  in  Uniontown  as  early  as  1820,  and  probably  before 
that  time,  and  subsequently  became  a  tavern  kee]>er.  The  house  he 
kept  was  twelve  miles  east  of  Wheeling,  and  he  niai-ried  it.  That  is 
to  say:  The  Widow  Rhodes  owned  the  tavern  stand,  and  he  nuirried 
her.  He  kept  a  good  house,  and  was  largely  patronized.  Old  citizens 
of  Uniontown  who  remember  Abram  Beagle,  and  there  are  not  many 
of  them  living,  speak  of  him  as  a  good  and  worthy  citizen  of  the 
olden  time. 

Samuel  Younian,  of  Washington  county.  Pa.,  was  an  old  wagoner, 
stage  driver  and  tavern  kee])er.  He  drove  stage  from  Hillsl»oro  to 
Washington,  and  subsequently  kept  tavern  in  Ilillsboro.    He  had  the 
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ilisiiiictioii  of  lioiiii;'  next  to  tlie  lai'y;etst man  on  tlic  i-nad.  •■  Old  ^^(•ullt  ' 
ln'iiiii'  ailinittedlv  tlio  lari^esl.  Youniaii  was  a  man  full  of  zeal,  as  lo 
all  |Mii'suits  and  interests  ivlating  to  tlie  Xatioual  Road.  He  under- 
stood the  art  of  driving  horses  to  perfection,  was  kindly  in  disposition, 
and  atti'aeted  attention  Iiy  reason  of  his  immense  size.  He  had  a  son, 
fsrael.  wlio  was  also  a  stage  driver  and  a  lively  fellow.  Father  and 
son  are  |)resumaMy  ln^th  dead,  hut  the  marks  they  nuide  ow  the  mem- 
ories of  the  old  pike  are  indclihle. 

Poor  old  Iiohert  Cosgrove.  \\  ho  onee  traversed  the  I'oad  with  all 
llie  |iride  and  jtom])  of  a  •■regular,  finally  succunil>e<l  lo  the  adverse 
li<lrs  of  life  an<l  time,  and  to  avoid  -the  slings  and  arrows  of  out- 
rageous foiM  line,"  took  I'efuge  in  the  ••  count  \"  liomt'.  where  he  remains. 
in<lnlgiiig  the  memories  of  hetter  days  and  awaiting  the  summons 
to  ri'join  tiie  eompanionshi[)  of  old  wagoners  who  have  passed  over 
the  (hirk  river. 

Jiinies  Brownlee  was  one  of  the  old  wagoners  who  suffered  the 
ex|ierienee  of  a  genuine  ••  upset.  It  occurred  near  Ilagen's  taveiMi. 
east  of  Cunihei'land.  He  liad  a  higli  load,  and  encountered  a  hig 
snow  drift  which  he  thouglit  he  could  (n'ercome  hy  ])ulling  out  ami 
ai'ound.  lull  he  failed,  and  his  wagon  capsizeil.  His  main  loss  was  in 
lime,  which  was  ••made  up"  1)\-  the  good  clu-er  at   Hagen'sold  tavern. 

John  (Jollier,  father  of  Daniel  C(jlliei'.  was  a  wagoner  on  the 
road  when  it  was  first  opened  up  for  travel.  He  had  heeii  a  wagcmer 
on  the  Hraddock  road  for  years  before  the  National  Road  was  nuule. 
He  lived  in  Addison,  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  as  early  as  ITihi.  and  was 
one  (»t  the  foremost  wagoners  of  his  day.  He  was  the  grandfather  of 
-Mrs.  Amos  8.  Bowlb}-.  of  Fayette  street,  Uniontown. 

Dai'ius  Grimes  was  among  the  first  crop  of  wagoners,  and  gave 
up  the  whi])  and  line  long  liefori'  the  termination  of  the  roads  pros- 
|)erous  era.  When  the  writer  first  knew  him  he  was  living  a  retired 
life  on  the  roadside  at  the  foot  of  Grahatn's  lane,  three  miles  west  of 
l^niontown.  He  was  one  of  the  earliesi  tavern  keejx'rs  on  I  he  road, 
heside  heiiig  a  wagoliel'.  He  ke|)t  the  old  .Vhel  ("olley  house,  wi'st  of 
ami  near  Searight's,  l»efore  Ahel  Colley  owned  that  jiropei'ty.  and  that 
was  a  long  time  ago.  William  .lolmson.  farmer  and  di-aler  in  fruits 
and  vegetables,  well  known  lo  the  people  of  rniontown.  married  a 
daughter  of  I)ai'ius  Grimes. 

l''ieldiiig  .Montague,  an  old  wagoner  and  stage  di'iver.  is  still  living 
on  the  road.  His  i-esidence  is  in  Henry  ("la\'  township,  Favette 
county.  Pennsylvania,  where  his  sleep  is  undisturbed  by  theelaller 
whicdi  in  other  yi-ars  was  heard  at  all  lioui-s  of  (he  night  as  well  as 
day.  .Montague  was  not  a  driver  on  the  old  stage  lines,  but  after 
ihey  Were  wilh<lrawn  from  ihe  road,  di-ove  the  mail  hack  for  a  coii- 
siilerable  length  of  lime  belwceii  rnioiilown  and  Si pmeriield.  He 
was,  iiowever,  a  regular  wagoner  in  I  he  palmy  days  of  ihe  road. 

■■'•.lames  Smil  h.  now  living  in   Wharton  lownshi|i.   I''a\ette  coiinl  \  . 
i'enn.sylvania.  well  and  faxorably  know  n.  is  an  old  wagoner.      He  eii- 
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joj't'd  the'  y;raiid  inarch  aU)ug  the  old  road,  and  was  deeply  grie\H'(| 
when  stillness  took  the  place  of  the  bustling  activity  that  marked  its 
])alniy  days.  The  old  veteran  is  bending  to  the  storms  of  time,  but 
glows  with  enthusiasm  when  recounting  the  scenes  he  witnessed  on 
the  old  highwaj'  "in  the  days  of  ^'ore." 

Elijah  Maxon  was  an  old  wagoner.  His  home  was  near  the 
Charlestown  school  house,  in  Luzerne  township,  Fayette  count}', 
Penns3dvania.  He  owned  the  team  he  drove,  and  made  nionc}'  on 
the  road.  He  moved  west  many  years  ago,  and  in  all  probability  has 
gone  to  that  bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns. 

Jacol)  Marks  was  an  old  wagoner,  and  subsequent!}',  like  so  many 
of  his  fellows,  became  a  tavern  keeper.  He  lirst  kept  the  stone  house 
at  Maiden,  betAveen  Brownsville  and  Centreville,  and  afterward  the 
old  Workman  House  at  Brownsville.  The  glory  of  the  old  road  had 
departed  before  he  took  ehai-ge  of  the  Workman  House,  and  business 
was  dull;  but  the  road  was  flush  when  he  entertained  the  public  at 
Maiden,  and  he  did  a  thriving  business  there. 

Thomas  Starr  was  an  old  wagoner,  and  drove  iov  John  Kile}', 
an  old  tavern  keeper  of  Bridgei)oi-t,  Fayette  county.  Pa.  The  old  citi- 
zens of  Bridgeport  and  Brownsville  will  remember  Starr  and  Eiley, 
as  they  were  conspicuous  pike  boys  in  their  day. 

Thomas  Hastings  was  an  old  wagoner  and  tavern  keeper.  He 
kept  the  house  well  known  and  well  patronized  in  his  day  about  four 
miles  east  of  Washington. 

Henry  Foster,  late  of  North  Union  townshi]),  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
a  well  known  farmer  in  his  day,  was  an  old  Avagoner.  He  drove  a 
six-horse  team  to  Baltimore  in  1837,  when  but  nineteen  years  old. 
His  first  load  was  bacon,  consigned  to  a  Baltimore  house  by  Edward 
Clavin,  of  Uniontown.  His  return  load  Avas  merchandise,  consigned 
to  AVilliam  Bryson,  a  merchant  of  that  day  at  UniontoAvn. 

David  Blakely  Avas  an  old  Avagoner  and  became  a  tavern  keeper. 
He  kept  a  tavern  in  Washington  in  1838,  and  sul)sequently  in  Wheel- 
ing. He  Avas  a  prominent  man,  Avell  knoAvn  all  along  the  road.  Ho 
Avas  also  an  agent  of  one  of  the  transportation  lines,  and  a  very  com- 
petent man  for  that  business. 

John  Smasher,  an  old  Avagoner,  Avas  noted  as  a  nimble  and  expert 
dancer,  and  had  many  opportunities  to  display  his  talent  in  this  line 
on  the  old  road.  It  frequently  happens  that  a  good  dancer  makes  a 
ready  "smasher." 

Major  Jesse  B.  Gardner,  of  Uniontown,  ex-jury  commissioner 
and  ex-soldier  of  tAVo  Avars,  drove  a  team  several  trips  on  the  old  road 
for  Archil>ald  Skiles,  Avho  kept  a  tavern  at  Monroe,  and  Avas  a  thor- 
ough ])ike  boy. 

Huston  McWilliams,  Josei)h  Pixler  and  .John  Riley  Aveiv  old 
Avagoners  who  retired  to  farms  in  German  lownshiji  when  the  steam 
railwav  usurped  the  fuiu'tions  of  the  old  ])ike. 

William  Haid^ins,  a  well  knoAvn  farmer  of  .North  Union  towii- 
ship,  still  living,  is  an  old  Avagoner,  and  made  many  a  dollar  on  the 


ELLIS   B.  WOODWARD. 


THE    OLD    PIKE.  133 

iitail.  Hi'  is  a  son  of  Juines  Ilaiikins,  Avlio  owned  the  farm  at  Frost's 
Station.  an<l  was  rrjtiitod  to  have  a  barrel  of  money.  One  Hook,  P. 
T^..  mercliant  and  anetioneer  of  Uniontown.  and  menilier  of  the  Lei*;- 
ishiture.  was  aeeustomed  to  sjjealc  of  ready  eash  as  "liankins'  Cast- 
ini^s."  in  aUnsion  to  the  Tfankins  han-el.  He  had  a  small  store  in  an  old 
frame  house  near  the  store  I'ooni  and  resideiieeof  the  late  Col.  Ewin_<^ 
Urowntiehl.  on  which  he  nailed  a  roui;-h  hoard  foi-  a  sii;-n.  hearini;'  the 
ienvnd:  ••  Hook  and  liankins  versus  Boyle  and  liankin."  Boyle  and 
]{ankin  kept  a  rival  store  further  up  town.  Hook  also  frequently 
advertised  his  Imsincss  under  the  firm  name  of  -Hook  and  Wife." 
lie  was  well  known  and  is  wi'll  reinenihered  hy  the  old  citizens  of 
I  niontown. 

James  Ambrose  Avas  a  re,i!;ular.  He  drove  from  Baltimore  to 
Wheeliiiii;.  He  Avas  a  strong  driA'er.  and  well  known  on  the  road.  He 
niaiTied  the  youiiiresl  daughter  of  Ivoljcrt  Shaw,  the  ohl  tavern  k-ee])er 
near  J]radduck's  tiniNe.  After  business  ceased  on  tlu'  road,  he  engage<l 
ill  mining  coal  in  the  Connellsville  coke  district,  and  died  near  Van- 
derbih.  in  Januai'v,  1892.     His  Avife  surviA'Cs  him. 

Isaac  Hurst  was  a  sharpshooter,  and  ap]»eared  ou  the  road  near 
the  close  ot  its  prosperous  era.  He  hauled  tiour  from  his  lather's  mill 
on  George's  Creek.  Fayette  county,  Pennsjdvania,  to  Cumberland,  and 
■loaded  l)ack  "  with  merchandise  to  BroAvnsville.  His  ex])erience  on 
llie  road  as  a  wagoner  was  contined  between  the  points  mimed.  He 
subsefpiently  lieeame  first.  Treasurer,  and  afterward,  ("ommissionei' 
of  Fayette  county.  Pennsylvania.  He  is  still  living  in  ('niontown. 
)iursuing  the  calling  of  a  c<»ntractor.  and  taking  an  active  intei'est  in 
public  affairs. 
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Old  Wago)i£rs  continued  —  A)i  Exciting  Incident  of  the  PolilicaJ  Campaign  of  1,S40  — 
AU  about  a  Petficoat — Nerl  SmUJi,  Isaac  Sfi(cl-,,T(j]in  Short,  William  Orr,  AxJtai I 
Willlson — A  Wagoner  Postmaster  —  Robert  Douglas — A  Trip  to  Tennessee  — 
Abram  Broum,  William  Long,  Samuel  Wearer — A  Quartet  of  Bell  Teams — A 
Trio  of  Swearing  Men — A  Peculiar  Savings  Banl  —  William  C.  McKean  aud  a 
Long  List  of  other  Old  W((goners — Graphic  Dcxcriptiim  of  Life  on  the  Road  hi/ 
Jesxe  J.  Pcirsol,  cm  Old  ]]'agoner — Origin  of  the  2obg  Cigar —  The  Rubber  — 
The  Windu})  and  Last  Lag  (f  the  Old  Wagoners. 

The  political  eam])ai<;'n  of  1840,  as  is  well  known,  was  one  of  the 
most  spirited  and  exciting  contests  ever  witnessed  in  the  United  States. 
It  was  a  campaign  made  memorable  by  log  cabins,  hard  cider,  coon 
skins  and  glee  clubs.  AVilliam  Henry  Harrison,  the  hero  of  Tippe- 
canoe, and  grandfather  of  the  late  chief  executive,  Benjamin  Hai-ri- 
son,  Avas  the  Whig  candidate  for  President,  and  John  Tyler,  ot  Vir- 
ginia, was  his  running  mate,  and  the  whole  country  resounded  with 
shouts  for  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too."  ^fartin  Yan  Buren  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  President,  and  his  associate  on  the  ticket 
was  Col.  Richard  M.  Johnston,  of  Kentucky.  Harrison  and  Tyler 
were  triumphantly  elected.  One  day  during  this  exciting  camjiaign 
Neri  Smith,  an  old  wagoner,  drove  his  big  six-horse  team  through 
Uniontown,  exhibiting  from  the  front  of  his  wagon  a  petticoat,  in 
allusion  to  a  partisan  and  groundless  charge  of  cowardice  made 
against  Ofeneral  Harrison,  the  Whig  candidate.  The  coming  of  the 
wagon  with  the  petticoat  was  made  known  to  the  Whigs  of  Pnion- 
town  before  it  reached  the  place,  and  a  delegation  met  Smith  a  short 
distance  east  of  town  and  requested  him  to  take  down  the  otfensive 
symbol,  but  he  stubbornly  refused.  Ujjon  reaching  Uniontown  an 
attempt  was  nuule  by  some  of  the  muscular  Whigs,  led  l>3'John  Har- 
vey, to  "tear  down  the  dirty  rag,"  but  an  equal  number  of  muscular 
Democrats  rallied  to  the  support  of  the  old  wagoner,  and  the  attemjjt 
failed.  The  atfair  caused  great  excitement  in  Uniontown.  leading  to 
violence  and  almost  to  the  shedding  of  blood. 

Isaac  Stuck,  now  residing  in  Perryopolis,  Fa3'ette  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  service  on  the  extensive  Fuller  estate,  near  that  place, 
was  an  old  wagoner,  and  is  not  forgotten  and  never  will  be  forgotten 
by  the  old  pike  boys.  He  drove  a  tine  "  bell  team,"  Avhich  was  notice 
to  all  the  world  that  he  was  on  the  road  in  earnest  and  to  stay.  The 
team  belonged  to  William  Stone,  the  well  remembered  old  farmer  ot 
Menallen,  and  tanner  of  U^niontOAvn. 
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John  Slioi't.  all  old  \\aij;"()iK'r.  ri'lirril  tVoiii  the  roail  at  an  early 
(lay  and  took  up  his  aboile  in  Franklin  township,  Fa_\'ette  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Before  going  on  the  roa<l  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
cooper,  and  upon  leaving  it  resumed  work  at  hi«  trade.  Ho  Avas  a 
good  meehaiiie,  and  made  most  of  the  barrels  used  at  Cook's  and 
Sharpies'  mills,  on  liedstone  creek,  for  many  3'ears.  His  ti'am  on  the 
road  was  a  good  one.  and  he  owned  it.  He  met  with  an  accident 
while  woriving  at  his  trade  hy  cutting  his  knee  with  an  adze,  which 
crip]>K'(l  him  for  life.  He  died  in  Franklin  township  alioitl  eight 
years  ago.  aged  nearly  eighty.  The  old  citizens  of  Franklin  lown- 
ship  all  knew  tmd  respected  him. 

William  Orr.  a  well  known  ul<l  wagcjiier.  died  of  cholera  at  Keys- 
er's  J{idgc  in  1853.  lie  left  three  sons.  One  of  them  died  a  soldier 
of  tlie  Xorthern  army  in  the  late  war,  leaving  a  widow  surviving 
liim,  now  residing  in  Cuml)erland  and  drawing  a  ])eiision.  Another 
.son  of  the  oil]  wagoner  is  a  watchman  at  the  rolling  mill  in  Cumlier- 
laiid.  and  the  third  is  on  the  police  force  of  tliat  city. 

Ashael  Willison.  anotlier  of  the  old  wau'oners,  is  still  livinu"  in 
Cumberlaml.  and  one  of  the  most  jiromiiicnt  citizens  of  that  place.  He 
was  ]»ostmaster  at  C'umherland  during  the  tirst  administi'ation  of  Pres- 
ident Cleveland.  From  the  .saddle  horse  of  a  six-horse  teani  on  the 
old  ]tike  to  the  control  of  a  city  ]K)stffice  is  distinctively  an  American 
idea,  and  a  good  one.  The  old  wagoner  made  a  capital  postmaster. 
Mv.  Willi.son  is  now  deputy  collector  of  intt'rnal  Jicvenue  for  the 
.State  of  Maryland. 

liohert  Douglas,  father  of  the  well  known  real  estate  dealer  of 
I'liiontown,  was  an  old  Avagoner.  lie  owni'd  his  team  and  wagon, 
and  hauled  Itetweeii  Baltimore  and  Wheeling  at  an  early  day.  He 
resided  near  West  Xewton.  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
died  tiiere  in  1861.  He  was  esteemed  as  an  honest  man,  and  was  one 
of  the  few  jiike  Ijoys  who  never  took  a  drink  of  li(|iioi-. 

In  the  year  18.^0, Tohn  Snider,  Isaac  Browning  and  I>Iack  West- 
ley,  niaile  a  trij)  with  their  teams  from  Haltiinore  to  Joneslioro,  Ten- 
iiesHee.  a  distance  of  si.\-  hnndre(|  miles.  They  were  loadc(l  with 
goods  I'or  Joneshoro  merchants,  and  were  pai<l  six  dollars  a  hundred 
for  hauling  them.  ( )ii  their  ri'turn  they  di-ove  with  I'lnpt v  wagons  to 
L\nchlmrg,  \'irginia.  a  ilistaiice  oi  two  hundred  miU's.  wlu-re  they 
loaded  up  with  pig  lead,  ami  got  two  dollars  a  huiidretl  for  hauling  it 
to  Baltimore. 

Ahram  l>ro\\  n.  the  wcallhy  land  owner  of  the  vicinilN-of  rnioii- 
tow  11.  was  an  old  wagoner,  a  •■sharpshooter,"  and  alua^•s  lu(d<v  in 
avoidiii<f  losses  while  pushing  oxer  the  mountains.  While  on  the 
roa<l  as  a  wagoner  lie  formeil  the  :i(i|uaiiilanec  of  ilie^-irl  who  siih- 
s*'<|iiently  hecaiiie  his  w  ife.  She  was  llaiinah,  now  deeeast-d,  the  eld- 
est daughter  of  Ahel  CoUey,  who  kepi  the  old  tavern  a  short  distance 
west  of  Sejiriglits.  Uis  wife  was  a  good  woman,  and  liei'  seemiiigl\- 
|irenia(n!-e  death  \\a>  mmh   lamented  hy  a  wide  circle  oj    friends. 

William   hong,  an  old  wagoner,  after  (|uit  t  iiig   the    road,  went    to 
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lii'uvrr  ciniiitv-,  1 'ciiiisy Uaiiia.  and  (iii-(l  there-;  and  SaiiUK'l  Weavrr,  a 
well  vciiieiiib(jiv(l  old  Ava<^'oner,  died  about  seven  3^ears  ago  in  Now 
Cuiuberland,  West  Virginia. 

.Tolin  Gahvix.  Blaek  Wesley.  Wilse  Clement  and  James  Pelter 
used  bells  on  theii'  teams,  (lalwix  Avas  called  a  ••eraek  '  wagoner, 
"swell,"'  as  it  would  be  teriiuMl  at  tliis  day. 

Stephen  Golden,  an  old  Avagoncr,  drove  a  team  for  John  Gribble, 
who  for  many  years  kept  the  red  tavern  two  miles  east  of  Brownsville. 

John  Strong,  one  of  the  earliest  regular  Avagoncrs.  is  still  living 
in  Cumberland,  and   has  been  Coroner  at  that   place  for   many  years. 

John  Xelso,  a  steady  old  regular,  well  remembered  and  well 
lik'ed,  died  at  Cumberland  about  two  j'ears  ago. 

Kobert  Nelson  Avas  run  oA'er  by  his  wagon  man}'  years  ago,  and 
died  from  injuries  inflicted  l)y  the  accident. 

Col., lames  Gardner  Avas  an  old  Avagcuier  and  an  old  soldier.  He 
Avas  a  native  of  Winchester,  Virginia,  but  spent  the  greater  portion  of 
his  life  in  UniontoAvn. 

John  Phillips,  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  an  old  wag- 
oner, Avas  noted  for  using  the  heaA'iest  gears  on  the  road.  When  in 
need  of  new  ones  he  ordered  them  an  inch  Avider  than  the  Avidest  in 
use.  TliQ  gear  pole  hoj^s  at  the  old  taA^erns  groaned  under  the  Aveight 
of  Phillips'  gears. 

W^illiani  C.  McKean,  nine  years  a  deputy  Sheriff  of  Fayette 
county,  Pennsyh'ania,  Avas  in  early  life  a  regular  Avagoner  of  the  road. 
He  Avas  a  native  of  German  toAvnship,  Faj'ette  county,  Pennsyh^ania, 
and  died  in  the  Sheriff's  house,  at  UniontoAvn,  in  1859.  He  Avas  noted 
foi-  his  energy  and  habit  of  pushing  things.  The  prominent  young 
attcu'uey  of  Uniontown  of  the  same  name  is  a  nephcAV  of  the  old 
Avagoner. 

Peter  Skiles,  an  old  Avagoner  of  the  A'icinity  of  Uniontown,  died 
in  Cumberlaiul  of  tA'phoid  fcA'cr,  Avhile  at  that  place  Avith  his  team 
and  Avagon. 

Christian  Herr,  an  old  Avagoner,  Avas  a  A'ery  profane  num.  going 
to  show  that  there  is  nothing  in  a  name.  He,  Wilse  Clement  and 
Michael  Teeters  Avere  the  hardest  swearers  on  the  road. 

Wj'uey  Hunter,  still  living,  an  octogenarian,  and  rich.  Avas  an  old 
wagoner.  His  residence  is  on  the  roadside  five  miles  east  of  Hagers- 
town.  Maryland. 

Charles  AUum  and  James  Brownlee  drove  for  lA'omirtl  Vail,  an 
old  pork-packer  of  the  Aucinity  of  Prosperity,  Washington  county, 
PennsjdA'ania.  Lott  Jjantz.  of  WilloAv  Tree,  Greene  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, had  a  pork-packing  establishment  in  the  olden  lime,  and 
sent  his  jn'oduce  OA^er  the  road  to  Baltimore  by  the  regular  broad 
wheeled  AVagons  in  charge  of  hired  driA'ei\s. 

Lsaac  BroAvning,  an  old  wagoner,  at  oiu'  time  owned  the  --BroAvn- 
ing  farm."  near  ITniontown,  Avhence  its  nanu'  is  deriveil.  This  fai'm 
now  Ijclongs  to  Pobi'rt  llogsett. 

John  Wright,  an  old  wagoner,  is  still  living  in  Salisbury,  Somer- 
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vol  couiily.  Poiiiisylvaiiia.  and    has   passed   tlic   niiiclietli  mile-post   dI 
lii^  aii'f. 

Caj)!.  .laiiu's  Gilmorc  was  a  sliarjisliooUM'.  IFo  owned  a  little 
farm  in  Meiialleii  towiislii]).  Fayette  etunity.  Pennsylvania,  wliieli  he 
s(tld  h)nL!;  ai;'(i  and  went  West. 

Noitle  MeC'orniick.  a  iv;i,Mdar  old  wai^oner.  was.  wliiK^  on  ilic  i-oad. 
the  owner  of  tlie  Senians  fai'm.  near  Uniontown.  IK'  sold  his  farm 
to  ThomasSi'mans  and  wi-nt  West.  He  is  ri'mt-mln-rfd  as  an  lial>itual 
weart-r  of  the  liroad-rimnu-d.  yellow.  loni;"-nai>])eil  rennilat  ion  hat. 

John  Christv.  an  old  waii'onL'r.  was  eccentric  as  to  his  ajjparid. 
and  careful  of  his  m(»ncy.  lie  wow  a  full  suit  of  luudvskin.  and  im- 
in'ovist'il  a  saviniz;s  l)ank  ii\'  horiuii;  holes  in  Mocks  in  which  he  jilaccil 
liis  money,  and  sccui-cil  it  hy  ))luu-<;-in<i-  uji  ihc  holes. 

Charles  (lUttci'W  who  recently  died  at  an  advanceil  aii'e  in  liealls- 
ville.  Wasliinn'ton  county.  Pennsylvania,  was  one  of  ihe  hesl  known 
and  most  esteenie(l  old  waijoners  of  the  road.  Aflei*  many  years 
ex]ierience  as  a  wau^oner.  lie  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life,  to 
tavern  keepinii". 

John  Yardley.  as  the  sayiuii'  <;-oes.  was  a  natural  born  wa!;'oner. 
He  loved  the  occu])ation.  and  was  laithful  in  it.  for  many  years,  lie 
was  l)orn  in  Maryland,  imi  lived  a  loni^-  time  ut  Searii^hts,  where  he 
died.      Ife  was  the  father  of  William  and  ( i  us  Yardley.  of  Uniontown. 

David  Xi'Wconier.  a  farnu'i"  of  (Jerman  lownshi]».  Fayette  county. 
Pennsylvania,  who  served  a  tei'm  as  County  Commissioner.  l)elon<;-s  to 
the  lon<i;  list  of  wa«i:oners.  His  father.  Jacol>  Newcomer,  and  Jacob 
F.  liOiii^anecker  went  to  Loudon.  I-'ranklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  year  1S4!>.  and  each  l>ou,<;ht  a  new  waii;on  and  a  new  whij)  at 
that  place.  Jacob  Xewcomei'  soon  tiiereafler  became  alllicle<l  with 
rheumatism,  and  tui-ned  over  his  team  and  wagon  to  his  son  David, 
wlio  ti'aversed  the  road  until  the  close  of  its  V)u.sy  ei'a.  Jacob  New- 
(MMuer  died  in  iSdCi.  on  the  farm  iu)w  owned  and  occupiiMl  by  his  son 
David. 

John  l'\'rreii  drove  a  six-horse  team  on  the  roail  many  yt-ars  for 
William  Searinhl.  and  is  remembered  as  a  carefid  and  discivet  drivei- 
and  an  hone<l  and  industrious  man.  Al  the  closi-  of  active  busi- 
ness on  the  road,  and  while  yet  under  the  inllnence  of  its  ancient 
<irandenr.  he  mari'ieil  a  <lauiidilei"  <if  ■  Wa^'onci-  Hill\' Shaw.'"  and  with 
his  newly-Wedded  wife  went  to  Iowa  to  work  out  his  destiny,  where 
he  has  achieved  success  as  a  farnu-r. 

James  K.  Kline,  a  driver  foi-  Jacob  .\  lloover.  was  a  soldiei-  in 
the  late  war  between  the  States,  and  died  in  (lerman  township.  I'a\  - 
ette  county,  i'ennsylvania.  attci*  the  conllict  ended. 

Iioberl  lloijsett.  the  millionaire  farmer.  sto(  k  dealer,  nninnfac- 
tnrer.  and  col<e  o|)eratoi"  of  Fayette  county.  i*ennsylvjinia.  was  a 
sharjishooter.  and  haided  niaii\  a  load  of  i^-oods  from  ('nmbcrland  to 
I'i'ownsville  at  remunerati\'e  rates  per  hundred.  His  -down  loads  ' 
(•(insisted  for  the  most  part  of  corn  of  his  own  raisini;-.  which  he  sold 
out  through  the  mountains  al  good  ju'ices. 
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TTiram  Hackney,  for  many  years  a  prosperous  former  of  Menalleii 
lownship,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  now  a  retired  resident  of 
ITniontown,  and  a  director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  that  place, 
was  a  sharpshooter  and  a  di-over. 

Samuel  Flowers  was  one  of  the  earliest  wagoners  on  the  road, 
and  of  the  regular  order.  He  was  a  tall  man.  of  quiet  demeanor. 
His  home  was  on  Egg  Nog  Hill,  where  he  lived  until  called  away  by 
tlu'  last  summons. 

John  Means,  an  old  wagoner,  Avas  killed  hy  an  accident  on  the 
road  near  Wheeling. 

John  Munce,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  wdio  became  rich 
through  the  oil  development  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place,  is  an  old 
Avagoner.     He  is  still  living. 

John  01  wine  was  an  old  wagoner,  and  by  his  union  Avith  the 
WidoAv  Metzgar  became  a  tavern  keeper.  He  died  at  Chalk  Hill  a  few 
3'ears  ago. 

John  Netf,  an  old  Avagoner,  subserpientl}'  became  a  member  of 
the  Maryland  Legislature,  and  played  the  role  of  statesmanship  as 
gracefully  as  he  drove  a  six-horse  team  on  the  old  pike. 

Abner  and  DaAdd  Peirt,  brothers,  Avere  natiA-es  of  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsyh'ania  —  steady-going,  straightforAvard,  honest  "Penn- 
sylvania Dutch,"  and  Avagoners  on  the  roadAvith  teams  of  the  genuine 
Conestoga  strain. 

John  Mcllree,  called  "Broadhead,"  Avas  an  old  Avagoner  and  a 
native  of  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania;  and  James  Bell, William  and 
Kobert  Hall  were  natives  also  of  Adams  county. 

Arthur  Wallace,  an  old  Avagoner  deA^oted  to  the  road,  and  esteemed 
for  many  good  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  subsequently  became  a 
tavern  keeper.  He  Avas  the  father-in-laAv  of  Peter  Frasher,  the 
adamantine  Democrat  of  1844,  and  uj)  to  the  date  of  his  death,  in 
1893.  Charles  Wallace,  a  brother  of  Arthur,  and  an  old  Avagoner, 
Avas  killed  by  an  accident  on  I.;aurel  Hill  many  years  ago. 

William  Reynolds,  mentioned  under  the  head  of  oldtaA'ern  keepers, 
Avas  likeAvise  an  old  wagoner.  He  Avas  on  the  road  Avith  a  team  as 
early  as  1832.  His  son,  John,  present  postmaster  at  Confluence, 
Somerset  county,  Pennsyh'ania,  Avas  also  a  Avagoner. 

Samuel  Trauger,  an  old  Avagoner,  fell  from  his  lazy  board  Avhile 
descending  Laurel  Hill,  and  Avas  killed,  the  hind  wheel  of  his  Avagon 
running  OA^er  him. 

John  Curtis,  who  di'OA'e  for  William  King,  Avas  accounted  one  of 
the  best  driA^ers  on  the  road.  His  companions  called  him  a  "strong 
di-iver,"  meaning  that  he  Avas  skillful  and  careful.  He  folloAved  the 
tide  of  emigration,  and  became  a  stage  driA^er  Avest  of  the  Ohio  river. 

James  and  Benjamin  Paul,  sons  of  Major  William  Paul.Avere  old 
Avagoners. 

Joseph  Doak,  of  Washington  county,  PennsjdA^ania,  was  an  old 
wagoner,  subsequently  a  taA^ern  keeper,  and  later  a  superintendent  of 
the  road. 
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Martin  Horn,  a  native  of  Wasliington  county,  Pennsj'lvania,  was 
known  as  the  ••swift  wagoner."  He  made  the  liip  from  Cumberland 
toAVheelini;-  witli  liis  six-horse  team  aud  a  liig  load,  in  five  days. 

The  lollowing  old  wagoners  were  residents,  when  at  home,  and 
citizens  of  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania:  Harvey  Grove,  Adam 
Yeast.  Solomon  Bird.  Louis  Langley,  James  Paul,  Joseph  "Wells,  Isaiah 
Foueh.  Ellis  Cam]^bell.  William  Sullivan.  (Jc'oi-ge  ]\rilli'r.  William  Bird, 
liarney  Xeiman.  Jesse  Hardin,  John  JIardin,  James  Marshall.  Sam- 
uel Sidel)Ottom,  John  Jiutledge.  Eobert  Hog.sett,  Samuel  Milligan, 
Thomas  Cook.  Benjamin  Paul.  Jelf  Xixon,  George  Miller, Moses  Richer, 
John  Ifankin.  Peter  Fowler,  William  Ball.  James  Henshaw.  AVilliam 
McShane.  Jlcnry  Frasher,  Peter  Frasher,  Jaeol)  Wolf,  West  Jones, 
Danii'l  Turney.  Eli  Marlow,  William  Turney,  William  Cooper,  Dawson 
Marlow.  Robert  Hendt-rson,  John  Ferren.  Poldn.son  ]\Iurphy.  Parker 
McDonald.  William  Jietts.  Pezin  Lynch.  Joseph  Bixlei-.  Moses  Husted, 
William  Pasloris.  John  McClure.  Thomas  Cochran.  William  Peirsol, 
K'obert  Lynch.  Moi-gan  Cam])b('ll.  ^Martin  Leighty.  John  Stentz, 
IMiilip  D.  Stentz.  AVilliam  Bosley.  Charles  McLaughlin,  J.  Monroe 
liute.  John  Canon.  Levi  S])ringer,  George  Dearth,  John  McCurdj', 
Calvin  Sin-inger.  Zachai-iah  Ball.  Michael  Cochran,  Caleb  Hibbs,  Jacob 
Xewc.omer.  John  Pinehart.  Benjamin  Goodwin,  Harvey  Sutton,  Clark 
Hutchinson.  James  Ebljcrt.  Alifflin  Jeft'ries.  Jacob  Vance,  William 
niery.  Al»ram  Hall.  George  Tedrick.  Alexander  Osborn.  James  Abel, 
Ilai-per  Walker.  Jerry  Foucli,  Elias  Freeman,  George  Wilhelm,  father 
of  Sheriff  Wilhelm.  of  UniontOAvn,  Caleb  Langly,  JacoI)  Wagonei-, 
<  Hivt'i- Tate,  Jacob  Stricklcr.  George  Shaffer.  John  Xewcomer.  Jesse 
J.  Peirsol.  James  Shaffer.  Samuel  IFari-is.  Caleb  A  nti'ini. William  Cooper, 
Andrew  Prentice,  Ira  Strong.  William  Gray,  William  Kennedy,  Samuel 
Hatfield.  Bernard  Dannels,  Stewart  Henderson.  David  Dunbar,  (ieor<re 
Crace.  Dicky  Richanlson.  Reuben  Woodward.  John  King.  John  Wil- 
liams, (ieorge  Mcljaughlin.  Darlington  Jeffries,  John  Xel.son.  John 
>b)ore.  Bazil  Sheets.  Isaac  Young,  Jeny  Strawn.  Samuel  Penshaw, 
Reiilien   I'arshall.  Hii-aiii  Hackney,  James  Martin. 

The  fojlowiiiu-  were  ol"  Washington  county.  Pennsylvania,  and 
llicre  were  many  others  tVom  that  county,  as  well  as  from  l*'ayette 
and  the  other  counties  mentioned,  whose  names,  very  much  to  the 
wi'iter's  regret,  are  unasccrtainable:  EI)eron  llurton.  James  Bradley, 
Jerome  Heelc.  James  Deniuson.  James  Bard.  Thonnis  Baih's.  Charles 
Thni-slon.  Williani  Kirkman.  Otho  Hartzell,  Seldon  King,  William 
King.  Z(|ili  b'iuiije,  J(din  (Jutteiy,  Samuel  Chai'lton,  George  Hallam. 
Lewis  Hallam.  David  Hill.  Chailes  Reddiek.  John  Reddick.  Joseph 
.\niold.  .Moses  Kline.  James  Rrownlee.  i"'lisha  Rrowidee.  Charli's  .\llen, 
IMiilip  Slipe.  John  X'alentint-.  Daniel  X'ali-ntine.  John  <^)ninter.  Robert 
Magee.  Williani  Robinson.  Arlliiir  Robinson.  Jolin  ('ook.  William 
Darlington.  (Jritlilh  Da i-lingt on.  Joseph  Whisson.  David  HIakely.  Samuel 
l)oy<l.  Joseph  King.  Joseph  So])her.  .\imrod  Sopber.  Jack  Soplu-r, 
i'eter  Shires.  John  Smith,  James  Smith,  'Hiomas  |-'lael<.  James  HIakely, 
William    Dair,  Robert    lU'ggs,  JosialH'rown.  called  ••S(piire"   JJrown, 
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James  Arthur.  Georo'c  Munee,  Joseph  Lawson,  Eobert  Judsoii..l<>liii  A. 
Smith,  Elisha  Ely,  Charles  Bower,  "William  Dciinison,  John  Phillips, 
Joseph  Doak,  Moses  Little, Samuel  Clutteiy,  William  Shouse.  "William 
Joues,  Ivol)ert  Sprowl,  William  Ilasting-s,  James  Thompson,  lioUerl 
Doak,  James  Doak,  Charles  Allen,  John- Hastings  (ealled  Doe.). 

The  following  AX'ere  of  Allegheny  eounty,  Maryland :  Isaac 
Browning,  James  Browning,  Michael  Huml)ei't,  Cfeorge  McGruder, 
Peter  Hager,  Nathan  Tracy,  Thomas  Plumer,  Ilichard  Gfray  (colored  ), 
Ben  Carter,  James  McCartney,  Joseph  Brooks,  John  Carlisle,  Joseph 
Turner,  Willian\  Yeast,  John  Curtis,  Louis  Smith,  John  Smith,  Fred 
Shiple}^  Alex.  Greer.  John  Keener,  David  Swaggart,  George  Leh- 
man, Andrew  Lehman,  AVilliam  McClintock,  Jacob  Albright,  Thomas 
Ashbel,  Charles  McAleer,  Caleb  Madden,  "William  Lowry,  Augustus 
Butler,  John  Sheeres,  Edward  Finch,  James  Clary,  Daniel  Barcus, 
Ashael  '\Yillison,  Hanson  "Willison,  Joseph  Strong,  Thomas  Plumer. 
Josiah  Porter,  John  Ivelso,  John  Magraw,  Ira  Pyan,  John  Pjan, 
Moses  McKenzie,  Moses  Porter,  Henry  Porter,  John  Porter,  George 
Hutf',  Lewis  Lachbaus,  Neil  Connor,  John  Long,  George  Long,  Upton 
Long,  William  Dixon,  HansonClary,  James  Porter,  Josiah  McKenzie. 

The  following  were  of  Washington  county,  Maryland:  Abram 
Herr,  Fred  Herr,  David  Herr,  John  Coifman,  Samuel  Kelly,  William 
Jones,  Joseph  Watt,  John  Brentlinger,  James  Ambrose,  James  Dowler, 
William  Ford.  Eobert  Fowler,  Peter  Hawes,  Samuel  Emert,  Michael 
Welty,  John  Duvall,  Andrew  Arnett,  John  Eeinhart,  lliram  Sutton, 
John  Thomas,  William  Thomas,  Barney  Hitchin,  Emanuel  McGruder, 
William  Orr,  Emanuel  Gritlith,  Michael  Miller,,  John  Makel,  John 
Neibert,  Samuel  Brewer,  Henry  Stickle,  Ezra  Young,  Joshua  John- 
son, Samuel  Boyd,  Joseph  Myers,  William  Keefer,  Peter  Urtz,  Jonas 
Speelman,  Thomas  Flack,  David  Connor,  Eli  Smith,  John  Galwix, 
Henry  Urtz,  Henry  Puffenberger.  John  Snider,  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Maryland. 

The  following  were  of  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania  :  Michael 
Deets,  Samuel  Wable,  Clem  Engle,  Samuel  Thompson,  John  Liven- 
good,  Isaac  Light,  John  Sloan,  Joseph  Light.  Abram  Hileman.  Jos- 
eph llileman,  William  Lenhart,  Daniel  Augustine,  Andrew  Hebner, 
James  Klink,  Andrew  Bates,  Holiert  Duncan,  Robert  Allison,  John 
Dunbar,  Alex.  Dunbar,  Joseph  Skelly,  James  Irvin,  John  Fleck, 
William  ]\Ioonshire,  Thomas  Collier,  Frank  Bradfield,  Samuel  Shoaf. 
John  Bradtleld,  Eli  Marble,  Henry  Eenger,  Michael  Longstatf,  John 
Mitchell,  William  McClintock,  still  living  at  Salisburj'.  nearly  ninet}^ 
years  old. 

The  following  were  from  the  State  of  Ohio  :  James  Gregory, 
William  Hoover,  David  Hoover,  Christian  Hoover,  Gov.  Lucas.  Wil- 
liam Morely,  Philip  Slife,  Samuel  Breakbill.  John  Carroll,  William 
Lefevre,  John  Lefevre,  Alby  Hall,  Solomon  Mercer,  Jacob  Breakbill, 
Joseph  MclSTutt,  John  Scroggins,  William  Archie.  Elias  Petticord. 
Harvey  Hamilton,  Pryn  Taylor.  Alex.  McGregor,  Westley  McBi-ide, 
William  George,  Michael  Neal,  Tim  Taylor,  Jose])h  Vaughn,  William 
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''hittlo,  Daniel  Kildo,  Marion  Gordon,  Martin  KiUlo.  George  Clum, 
liver  Malion.  AVilliani  Chaney.  Aimer  Bailey.  ^Matthias  J\£eek.  John 


Whitth 

Oil 

A.   Smith,   George   Zaue.   Sainiu'l    Paxon.   Benjamin    ]\re]Nrutt.   Knox 

Keyser,  B.  F.  Dillon.  Valentine  Mann,  Jacoh  .Mann.  Benjamin  Coi'ts. 

John  Whittle.  John  Johnson  (Old  Sandy).  William  MeDonald,  John 

Moss,    William    Ti-aey.    Joseph    AVat.son,    George    Sehaffer.    \Villiam 

Rc^'nolds,  not  the  old   tavern  keeper. 

Ohio  eounty,  Virginia.  contiMlmted  the  ibllowing  names  to  the 
list  of  old  wagoners:  AVash.  and  Hiram  l^)C'nnett,  John  Frashcr,  John 
Moss,  John  Wi'vman.  Josojih  Watson.  Miehael  Detnek,  James  John- 
son. David  Cluireh.  William  Brooks.  Tfohert  Boyee,  Allen  Davis. 
Thomas  MeDonald.  James  Jones.  Charles  Prettyman,  John  Christy, 
John  Curtis.  William.  Adam,  and  David  Barnhart.  George  Weddel, 
and  William  Traey. 

lireene  eounty,  Pennsylvania,  eontriliutrd  IIk'  lolloping  well 
remembered  veterans:  Christian  ami  Washington  Adams.  John 
Snyder  (not  the  old  ivgular).  Philip  Snyder,  George  Miller,  Samuel 
]\lilligan,  Cahlwell  llolswoilh,  Joseph  IMilligan,  Josejdi  Craft.  Jaek 
Dunawav.  Otlio  W.  Core.  Thomas  Chambers,  Samuel  Minoi-.  Jaeob 
Hai't. 

Frederic  county,  Maryland,  contributed  the  following:  John 
Cram]»ton.  Joseph  Ci"am]»ton.  Samuel  Brewci",  Ross  Fiid<.  (irat'ton 
Shawn.  Jieiirv  Smith.  Jacob  Wai'"oner.  John  Fink,  John  Miliar.  Wil- 
Ham  Midler,  and  Henry  Mc(Jruder. 

Jacob  and  James  Tamon  were  of  Baltimore. 

James  Walker.  Daniel  Keiser,  J(din  Keiscr,  and  Sharji  Walker 
were  of  Franklin  county.  Pennsylvaina. 

The  hinne  of  the  regular  wagoner  was  on  I  lie  I'oad.  and  a  good 
home  it  was.  in  so  far  as  meji'e  subsistence  and  stimulus  to  the  senses 
were  concerned,  and  il  is  his  nativity,  tlud  the  author  has  endeavored 
to  note.  Eegulars  and  sharpshooters  are  listed  herein  indiscrimin- 
ately, but  a  majoi-ity  of  the  names  given  as  of  Fayette  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, are  those  of  shar])shooters.  The  residences  and  homes  of 
the  following  old  wagoners  could  not  be  accurately  ascertained,  but 
they  are  familial'  names,  all  well  iTUiendtered  by  old  inhabitants  of 
the  roadside,  vi/ :  William  Kiegei"  (a  lively  fellow,  and  a  •regular"'), 
James  ])unbar.  William  Keefer,  Jvate  Putlege.  Samuel  Jackson,  Ben- 
jamin IFunter,  David  Grei'nlan<l,  John  Sti-auser,  Jacob  Cox.  Jona- 
than Whitton,  Gus  Mitchell,  Snmuel  Dowly,  James  Patton,  Joseph 
Freeman.  James  Hall.  William  Pureed,  Samuel  Pogers,  John  Nye. 
Isi-ael  Young.  Janus  D:i\iv.  .lacob  lU-iMu.  Isaac  Young,  .Martin 
Irwin,  Janu's  Parsons,  James  Kenneily,  Isaac  Shaffer.  John  Lyn<di. 
Michael  Long>tatl',  (ieoi'ge  Nouse,  J'eler  I'enner.  James  ShnlVer. 
John  McClure.  John  Cox.  William  Cox.  Jose))h  Chent'V,  Prank  .Mowdy. 
Caldwell  Sliobw  oil  b.  .lanic--  .bill\.  .Vndri'W  Sheverner,  Jacob  and 
.lames  Pa\inan.  .lolm  Cranii)ton.  I  lenr\-  Smith,  AVilliani  MilK'r.  John 
Miller.  Henry  McGruder.  Flia>  .Mcliruder,  Micduiel  .Miller,  .lolin 
Seibeit.    Ileni-y  Stickle,   Ezra    Young.  Jonas    Siieelman,  David  Coii- 

7" 
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nor,  Eli  Smil  li,  .hicoli  Kvcrson.  Xallianirl  Kvitsoii.  ,I(i>.c>])1i  Shaw.  .lamos 
J  r\  ill.  .loll II  ( 'liaiii.  William  \Vii;'liii<;'t()ii.  Douu;.  Sliearl.  JMarinn  Kiiciru'. 
Joliii  \'aii(lyki'.  .loliii  Ali>lu'ii.  Daiiiol  Carlisle.  fJooriiX'  Hiirki'.  Tlunnas 
Ogdoii.  .Mithacl  Abbott,  Charlc^^  Cloiiowiiio,  ILoiMiiaii  Roll'.  Isaac  .Man- 
ning. 

The  followini;"  letters  from  Jesse  J.  Peirsol.  ii<i\v  a  iwosperous 
farmer  of  Franklin  towiishi]).  Fayette  county.  Pennsylvania,  of  vi<;-(ir- 
ous  health  and  uuim])aire(l  niemoiy,  furnish  a  graphic  descri])li(in  of 
life  on  the  road  in  its  palmy  days : 

Mk.  T.  B.  .SEAUKiiiT:  December  3,  1S1IL>. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  stayed  over  night  with  William  Sheets,  on  Nigger 
mountain,  when  there  would  be  thirty  six-horse  teams  on  the  Avagon 
yard,  one  hundred  Kentucky  mules  in  an  adjticent  lot,  one  thousand 
hogs  ill  other  enclosures,  and  as  many  fat  cattle  from  Illinois  in  ad- 
joining tields.  The  music  ma<le  by  this  large  number  of  hogs,  in  eat- 
ing corn  on  a  frosty  night,  I  will  never  forget.  After  supper  and  atten- 
tion to  the  teams,  the  wagoners  would  gather  in  the  bar  room  and 
listen  to  music  on  the  violin,  furnished  ly  one  of  their  fellows,  have 
a  '-A'irginia  hoe-down,"  sing  songs,  tell  anecdotes,  and  hear  the  ex- 
perience of  drivers  and  drovers  from  all  jioinis  on  tlu'  road,  and  wlu'n 
it  was  all  over,  unroll  their  beds,  lay^  them  down  on  the  floor  before 
the  bar  room  fire,  side  by  side,  and  sleep,  with  their  feet  near  the  fire, 
as  soundly  as  under  the  ])aternal  roof.  Coming  out  from  Cumbei-land 
in  the  winter  of  1851  or  1852,  we  stopped  one  night  with  Hiram  Sut- 
ton, at  Sand  Sjirings.  near  Frostburg.  The  night  was  haz}-,  but  not 
cold.  AVe  sat  on  our  buckets,  turned  bottom  iqi.  and  listened  to  a 
hundred  horses  grinding  corn.  One  of  our  number  got  u])  in  the  night 
and  complained  that  snow  was  falling  on  bis  face.  This  arousi^d  us 
all,  and  we  got  up,  went  to  the  door  and  witnessed  the  most  blinding 
snow  storm  I  ever  saw.  Some  of  the  horses  broke  loose  from  the 
tongue,  and  we  had  difficulty  in  finding  them.  AVe  stayed  up  till  niorn- 
ing,  when  the  snow  lia<l  risen  to  the  hubs  of  the  front  wiieels.  We 
hitched  eight  or  ten  horses  to  a  wagon,  pulled  out  to  Coonrod's  tavern, 
one  mile  west,  and  i-eturned  to  Suttons  for  another  wagon,  and  in 
this  way  all  reached  Coonrod's.  The  next  morning  we  ])ulled  out  again. 
and  on  little  Savage  mountain  found  the  snow  deei»er  than  ever,  and 
a  gang  of  men  engaged  in  shoveling  it  from  the  road.  I  got  stuck 
and  had  to  be  shoveled  out.  We  reached  Tom  Johnsons  that  night, 
making  three  miles  in  two  days.  The  next  day  John  Ullery.  one  of  our 
number  upset  at  Peter  Yeast's,  and  a  barrel  of  Venetian  J^ed  rolk'd  out 
from  his  wagon,  which  ])aiiited  the  snow  red  for  many  miii's.  east  and 
Avest.  We  stayed  with  Yeast  the  third  night  after  the  storm.  Jn  the 
Avinter  of  1848  a  gang  of  us  Avent  doAvn,  loaded  with  tobacco,  bacon, 
lard,  cheese,  flour,  corn,  oats  and  other  ])roducts.  One  of  our  num- 
ber Avas  an  Ohio  man.  named  AIcEride.  His  team  consisted  of  seven 
horses,  the  seventh  being  the  leader.  His  load  consisted  of  nine  hogs- 
heads (if  tobacco,  five  standing  ujiright  in  tlu-   bc(l  n\'  bis  wagon,  and 
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four  resting  crosswise  on  loj)  of  the  live.  The  hogsheads  were  each 
about  four  feet  high  and  three  and  a  half  feet  in  diameter  at  the  bulge, 
and  Aveighing  from  nine  to  eleven  hundred  pounds  each.  This  made 
a  "top-heavy  load,"  and  on  the  hill  west  of  Somerfiekb  and  near  Tom 
Brown's  tavern,  the  road  icy,  McBride's  load  tumbled  over,  the  tobacco 
in  the  ditches,  and  the  horses  piled  up  in  all  shapes.  The  work  of  re- 
storing the  wreck  was  tedious,  and  before  we  got  through  Avith  it  we 
had  the  aid  of  thirty  or  forty  Avagoners  not  of  our  company.  Of 
course  the  occasion  brought  to  the  ground  a  supply  of  the  ])ure  old 
Avhisky  of  that  day,  Avhich  Avas  xised  in  moderation  and  produced  no 
bad  ett'ects.  After  Ave  had  righted  up  our  unfortinuite  fellow  Avagoner, 
Ave  pushed  on  and  rested  over  night  at  Dan  Augustine's,  east  of  Peters- 
burg. 

Yours  truly,  JESSE  J.  PEIRSOL. 

ANOTHER  LETTER  FROM  THE  SAME  PERSON  ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

February  2,  1893. 
In  September,  1844  or  5,  my  father  came  home  from  UniontoAvn 
late  at  night,  and  Avoke  me  up  to  tell  me  that  there  had  been  a  big 
break  in  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  and  that  all  western  freights  Avere 
coming  out  oA'er  the  National  Road  in  Avagons.  The  stage  coaches 
brought  out  posters  soliciting  teams.  By  sunrise  next  morning,  I 
was  in  BroAvnsville  Avith  my  team,  and  loaded  up  at  Cass's  AA^arehouse 
Avith  tobacco,  bacon,  and  avooI,  and  Avhipped  ot¥  for  Cumberland.  I 
drove  to  HopAvood  the  first  day  and  stayed  OA'er  night  with  John 
Wallace.  That  night  Thomas  Snyder,  a  Virginia  Avagoner,  came  into 
HopAVOod  Avith  a  load  of  flour  from  a  back  country  mill.  When  Ave 
got  beyond  Laurel  Hill.  Snyder  retailed  his  flour  by  the  barrel  to  the 
taA^ern  keepers,  and  was  all  sold  out  Avhen  Ave  reached  Coonrod's  taA'- 
ern,  on  Big  SaA'age.  I  Avas  a  mere  l)oy,  and  Snyder  Avas  especially 
kind  and  attentive  to  me.  After  Ave  pulled  on  to  Coonrod's  yard 
Snyder  told  me  to  unhitch  and  feed,  but  leaA'e  the  harness  on.  At 
midnight  Ave  rose,  hitched  up.  Snyder  lending  me  tAvo  horses,  making 
me  a  team  of  eight,  pulled  out.  and  reached  Cumberland  that  night. 
On  leaving  Coonrod's  the  night  Avas  dark,  and  I  shall  ncA'er  forget 
the  sounds  of  crunching  stones  under  the  Avheels  of  my  Avagon,  and 
the  streaks  of  fire  I'oUing  out  from  the  horses"  feet.  In  Cumberland, 
Ave  found  the  commission  houses,  and  the  cars  on  sidings  filled  Avith 
goods,  and  men  cursing  loudly  because  the  latter  Avere  not  unloaded. 
Large  boxes  of  A'aluable  goods  were  likcAvise  on  the  platform  of  the 
station,  protected  by  armed  guai-ds.  After  unloading  juy  doAvn  load 
I  re-loaded  at  McKaig  A:  Maguire's  commission  house  for  BroAvnsA^ille. 
at  one  dollar  and  twenty-fiA^e  cents  a  luindrcd.  AVc  reached  Browiis- 
A'ille  Avithout  incident  or  accidciil.  made  a  little  money,  and  loaded 
liack  again  for  Cumberland.  On  my  return  1  found  ])lenty  of  g<wds 
for  shipment,  and  loaded  up  at  Tuttle's  house  for  Wheeling,  at  Iavo 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  a  hundred.     In  coming  back,  it  looked 
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as  if  the  whole  earth  was  on  the  road;  wagons,  stages,  horses,  cattle, 
hogs,  sheep,  and  turkeys  without  number.  Teams  of  every  descrip- 
tion appeared  in  view,  from  the  massive  outtit  of  Governor  Lucas 
down  to  the  old  bates  hitched  to  a  chicken  coop.  The  commission 
merchants,  seeing  the  multitude  of  wagons,  sought  to  reduce  prices, 
whereupon  the  old  wagoners  called  a  meeting  and  made  a  vigorous  kick 
against  the  proposed  reduction.  It  was  the  first  strike  I  ever  heard 
of.  Nothing  wori'ied  a  sharpshooter  more  than  lying  at  expense  in 
Cumberland  waiting  for  a  load.  Two  of  the  'Ssharps,"  unwilling  to 
endure  t^e  delay  caused  by  the  strike,  drove  their  four-horse  rigs  to 
a  warehouse  to  load  at  the  reduction.  This  excited  the  "regulars," 
and  they  massed  with  horns,  tin  buckets,  oyster-cans  and  the  like, 
and  made  a  descent  upon  the  "sharps,"  pelting  and  guying  them 
unmercifully.  An  old  wagoner  named  Butler  commanded  the  strik- 
ing regulars  with  a  pine  sword,  and  marched  them  back  and  forth 
through  the  streets.  Finally  the  police  quelled  the  disturbance,  and 
the  "sharps"  loaded  up  and  drove  out  sixteen  miles,  to  tind  their  har- 
ness cut  and  their  axles  sawed  off  in  the  morning.  In  this  dilemma 
an  old  regular,  going  down  empty  for  a  load,  took  the  contract  of  the 
"sharps,"  and  made  them  promise  to  never  return  on  the  road,  a  prom- 
ise the}^  faithfully  kept. 

Yours  truly,  JESSE  J.  PEIRSOL. 

Many  old  wagoners  wore  a  curious  garment  called  a  hunting  shirt. 
It  was  of  woolen  stuff,  after  the  style  of  ''blue  jeans,"  with  a  large 
cape  trimmed  with  red.  It  was  called  a  hunting  shirt  because  first 
used  by  hunters  in  the  mountains. 

The  origin  of  Pennsylvania  tobies  is  worth  recording,  and  perti- 
nent to  the  history  of  the  old  wagoners.  The  author  is  indeltted  to 
J.  V.  Thompson,  esq.,  president  of  the  First  National  bank  of  Union- 
town,  for  the  following  clipping  from  a  Phila(lel])hia  ])aper  concerning 
the  "toby:  "  "It  a])pears  that  in  the  old  days  the  drivers  of  the  Cones- 
toga  wagons,  so  common  years  ago  on  our  National  Eoad,  used  to 
buy  very  cheap  cigars.  To  meet  this  demand  a  small  cigar  inanufacjr 
turer  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  whose  name  is  lost  to  fame,  started 
in  to  make  a  chea])  ' roll-up '  for  them  at  four  for  a  cent.  They  be- 
came very  popular  with  the  drivers,  and  were  at  first  called  Conestoga 
cigars;  since,  by  usage,  corrupted  into  'stogies'  and  'tobies.'  It  is 
now  cs(imate<l  that  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  produce  about 
2U0,0()U,UUU  tobies  yearly,  probablj'  all  for  home  consumption." 

It  is  probable  that  the  manufacturer  referred  to  in  the  above  was 
George  Black,  as  that  gentleman  made  "tobies "in  Washington  at  an 
early  day.  and  continued  in  the  business  foi*  many  years,  and  until  he 
became  quite  Avealthy.  In  his  later  days  his  trade  was  very  large  and 
])rofitable.  Old  wagoners  hauled  his  "tobies"  over  the  road  in  large 
quantities,  as  they  did  subsequently  the  AVheeling  ••  tobies,"  Avhich 
were,  and  continued  to  be,  a  tavorile  lirand.  Many  habitual  smokers 
prefer  a  Washington  or  a  Wheeling  ••  toby  "  to  an  alleged  tine,  high 
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priced  cigar,  and  the  writer  of  tliese  lines  is  one  of  them.  As  has  been 
noted,  the  ••  rubber,"  called  brake  at  this  day,  was  not  in  use  Avhen  the 
Xational  Ihnul  was  first  thrown  open  for  trade  and  travel.  Instead, 
as  related  by  John  Deets,  .sa])plings.  cut  at  the  summit  of  the  hills, 
were  shaped  and  fashioned  to  answer  the  ends  of  the  "  rubber,"  and 
at  the  foot  of  the  hills  taken  off  and  left  on  the  roadside.  E.  B.  Daw- 
son, esq.,  the  well  known,  well  posted  and  accurate  antiqnai-ian  of 
l^niontown.  and.  l)y  the  way.  deeply  interested  in  the  history  of  the 
National  Eoad.  is  authority  for  the  .statement  that  one  Jones,  of  Bridge- 
port. Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  claimed  to  be  the  inventor  of  the 
••  rubber."  He.  however,  never  succeeded  in  olttaining  letters  patent, 
if  indeed,  he  ever  applied.  There  were  other  clainumts,  among  them 
the  Slifers,  of  Maryland,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  these  pages.  The 
real  and  true  inventor  seems  to  be  unknown,  and  yet  it  is  an  inven- 
tion of  vast  imi)()i-tance.  and  with  legal  protection  Avould  have  yielded 
the  inventor  an  immense  fortune. 

Old  wagoners,  as  a  class,  Avere  robust,  hardy,  honest  and  jovial. 
But  one  of  the  long  list  is  remembered  as  a  criminal.  His  name  Avas 
Ben  Pratt,  and  he  l)elonged  to  Philadel])hia.  He  turned  out  to  be  a 
counterfeiter  of  coin  and  currency,  and  suffered  the  punishment  that 
all  counterfeiters  deserve.  Many  old  wagoners  were  fond  of  fun  and 
frolic,  but  very  few  of  them  were  intemperate,  although  they  had  the 
readiest  0])]»i>r(uni1ies  for  uni'estrained  drinking.  Every  old  tavern 
had  its  odd  shaped  little  bar.  ornamented  in  many  instances  with 
fancy  lattice  work,  and  well  stocked  with  wdiiskey  of  the  purest  distil- 
lation, almost  as  cheap  as  Avatei-.  In  fact  all  kinds  of  liquors  Avere  kept 
at  the  old  taverns  of  the  Xational  Jvoad,  exce])t  the  impure  stuff  of  the 
])i'esent  da^'.  The  bottles  used  wei-e  of  plain  glass,  eaeli  marked  in 
large  letters  with  the  name  of  the  lifiuor  it  contained,  and  the  old 
landlord  would  place  these  bottles  on  the  narrow  counter  of  the  little 
bar.  ill  the  pi'esence  of  a  room  filled  with  Avagoners,  so  that  all  could 
have  li-ee  aceess  to  them.  Xoneof  tiie  old  tavern  kee])ers  niaile  profit 
from  the  sales  of  liquoi-.  They  kept  it  more  for  the  accommodation 
"\'  their  guests,  than  for  money  making  ]»ui-]»oses.  There  was  proba- 
1)1  N-  a  lavei'Ti  on  every  mile  of  the  road,  between  ('uml)erland  and 
Wheeling,  and  all  coniliined  did  not  realize  as  niueh  ]»rotit  fVoni  the 
sales  of  li(pior  in  a  year  as  is  realized  in  that  time  by  one  licensed 
hotel  keepi'i-  of  Uniontc)wn,  at  the  present  day. 

When,  at  last .  t  he  Conestoga  horse  yiel(le(l  up  the  jialni  to  the 
Iron  hoi'se.  and  it  hccame  manifest  that  the  glory  of  the  old  road 
was  dej)ai"ting.  nevei*  to  I'etiiin.  the  old  wagoners,  many  of  whom 
had  s])ent  thcii-  l>est  days  on  the  i-oad.  sang  in  chorus  the  following 
lament : 

"Now  all  ye  jolly  wagoners,  ulm  iiave  ;:<)t  ^otnl  wives, 
(»()  lionie  to  your  farms,  and  tiiere  s|)enil  your  lives. 
When  your  torn  is  all  cril)bed,  and  your  small  ^'rain  is  guotl, 
"S'oii'll  have  nothinj,'  to  do  but  curse  the  railmatl." 
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Stage  Drlrem,  Stage  Lineti  and  S'lnje  (Joadiex — Tlie  Postilion — ChaiKjiitg  Hori'es — 
He  comes,  the  Heixild  of  a  Noit^if  World  —  Pioneer  Proprietors  —  Peter  Bur- 
dine  and  his  Little  Rhyme  —  Aiiecdote  of  Thomas  Corirbi  —  Johnij  Bitter  — 
Daniel  Brown,  his  sad  Ending  —  Soldier  Drirers —  Beddinf/  Bunting  —  Joseph 
and  William  Woolleij  —  Andreiv  J.  Wable — James  Burr. 

•'My  uncle  rested  his  head  upon  his  hands  and  thought  of  the 
busy  bustling  people  who  had  rattled  about,  j'ears  before,  in  the  old 
coaches,  and  were  now  as  silent  and  changed ;  he  thought  of  the 
numbers  of  people  to  whom  once,  those  crazy,  mouldering  vehicles 
had  borne,  night  after  night,  for  many  years,  and  through  all 
weathers,  the  anxiously  expected  intelligence,  the  eagerl}'  looked  for 
remittance,  the  promised  assurances  of  health  and  safety,  the  sudden 
announcement  of  sickness  and  death.  The  merchant,  the  lover,  the 
wife,  the  widow,  the  mother,  the  school  boy,  the  ver}-  child  who  tot- 
tered to  the  door  at  the  postman's  knock  —  how  had  they  all  looked 
forward  to  the  ari'ival  of  the  old  coach!  And  where  were  they  all 
now?" —  Charles  Dickens. 

iStage  drivers  as  a  class  did  not  rank  as  liii>;h  morallv  as  waii'on- 
ers,  but  despite  this  there  were  among  them  men  of  good  sense,  hon- 
est intentions  and  steady  habits.  As  typical  of  the  better  class,  the 
reader  who  is  familiar  with  the  old  road  will  readily  recall  Redding 
Bunting,  Samuel  Luman,  Elliott  Sealuirn,  AVatty  Noble.  James  Car- 
roll, A(iuila  and  Xat  Smith,  William  Scott,  David  Gordon,  James 
Burr,  William  Robinson.  John  ITuhn.  David  Bell,  John  Guttery.  John 
Ritter.  Joseph  Henderson  ami  Peter  Null.  Others  will  be  instantly 
recognized  as  their  names  shall  appear  on  these  pages.  It  is  the 
.sincere  belief  of  all  old  pike  boys  that  the  stage  lines  of  the  National 
Road  were  never  eipialled  in  spirit  and  dash  on  anyroad,  in  any  age 
or  country.  The  chariots  of  the  Appian  AVay.  drawn  by  the  fastest 
horses  of  ancient  Itah',  formed  a  dismal  cortt\ge  in  comparison  with  the 
sj^rightly  procession  of  stage  coaches  on  the  old  American  highway. 
The  grandeur  of  the  old  nuiil  coach  is  riveted  forever  in  the  memory 
of  the  pike  boy.  To  see  it  ascending  a  long  hill,  increasing  speed, 
when  nearing  the  summit,  then  moving  rapidly  over  the  intervening 
level  to  the  top  of  the  next  hill,  and  dashing  down  it.  a  driver  like  the 
stately  Redding  Bunting  wielding  the  whi]>  and  handling  the  reins, 
I'evealed  a  scene  that  will  never  be  forgotten.     And  there  was  another 
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toalui'c  ol'  the  old  .stam.'  lines  thai  left  a  lastiiiu;  mark  on  lueiiiury.s 
tablet.  It  was  the  "Postilion."  A  groom  with  two  horses  Avas  sta- 
tioned at  the  foot  of  many  of  the  long  hills,  and  added  to  the  ordinary 
team  of  four  horses  to  aid  in  making  the  ascent.  The  summit 
gained,  the  extra  horses  were  (|uiekly  detached  and  returned  to  await 
and  aid  the  next  coming  coach,  and  this  Avas  the  -'Postilion.  Nathan 
Hutton  i.s  a  well  remembered  old  jiostilion.  He  Avas  a  tall,  spare 
man.  and  lived  in  a  small  log  house  on  the  roadside,  a  short  distance 
west  of  the  old  Johnson  tavern,  and  four  and  a  half  miles  east  of 
Brownsville.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  below  his  house,  he  re-enforced 
the  coaches  with  his  postilion  both  ways,  east  and  west,  up  Colley's 
hill,  going  Mest.  and  the  e(iually  long  hill,  coming  east  from  that 
point.  When  lie  wanted  a  man  or  horse  to  be  faithful  to  duty  he  ex- 
horted him  to  "stand  by  his  'tarnal  integrity."  The  old  postilion 
bade  adieu  to  the  scenes  of  earth  long  ago.  and  nothing  is  left  to  in- 
dicate the  spot  whore  his  lowly  dwelling  stood  except  a  few  perishing 
quince  bushes. 

Hanson  Willison.  of  ('umliei-land.  wIumi  a  boy  rode  postilion  for 
Samuel  Luman.  and  for  Alfred  Bailes.  John  Evans  and  Jacob 
Ifoblitzell  i-odi'  ]»ostilion  through  the  mountains,  east  of  Keyser's 
IJidge.  Martin  Massey  rode  out  from  Brownsville,  and  Thonuis  M. 
Fee,  now  crier  of  the  courts  of  Fayette  count}^  Pennsylvania,  rode  out 
from  I'niontoAvn,  over  Laurel  Hill. 

Kxcitement  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  coaches  all  along  the 
roa<l.  Their  arrival  in  the  towns  was  the  leading  event  of  each  day, 
and  they  were  so  regulai-  in  tiansit  that  farmers  along  the  road  knew 
the  exact  hour  by  their  coming,  without  the  aid  of  Avatch  or  clock. 
They  ran  night  and  day  alike.  Relays  of  fresh  horses  were  i)huH'd 
at  intervals  of  twelve  miles,  as  nearly  as  pi-aetieable.  Ordimirily  a 
driver  had  charge  of  one  team  only,  Avhich  he  drove  and  cared  for. 
Mail  drivers,  hoAvever,  in  man}^  instances,  drove  three  or  four  teams 
and  more.  Avhich  Avere  cared  for  Ity  grooms  a(  the  stations.  Teams 
Were  clianiTi'd  almost  in  the  Iwinkliui:;  of  an  eve.  The  coach  was 
dn\cn  ra|iidl_\-  to  the  statidh.  whei'e  a  fresh  team  stood  read}'  har- 
nes.sed  and  waiting  on  the  roadside.  The  moment  the  team  came  to 
a  hah  the  di-iver  thivw  down  the  reins,  ami  almost  instantly  the  in- 
coming team  was  detached,  the  fresh  one  attached,  the  reins  thrown 
back  li.  Ilir  <lriver.  w  Im  did  not  leave  his  seat,  and  away  again  went 
the  coach  at  full  s|)eed.  the  usual  grouji  of  loafei's,  meauAvhile,  looking 
on  and  enjoying  the  exciting  sct'Ue.  The  horses  used  wi-re  showy 
and  su])erb.  the  admiration  of  all  who  ludield  them.  Mr.  Stockton 
li;i'l  a  strain  called  I  he  •■  Mui-at."  ami  another  known  as  the-Win- 
Howei"."  which  have  become  extinct.  Imt  many  expert  hoi'.semen  con- 
tend that  they  have  not.  in  later  days,  been  surpassed  for  lu'rve. 
beauty  or  speed.  A  pi'culiar  alHiction  eanu'  upon  many  of  the  •■  w  lu-i-l 
horses,"  expressi'<l  by  the  phrase  "sprung  in  the  knees."  It  is  said  to 
have  bei-n  jirodneed  by  the  etfoi-ts  of  tlie  horses  in  ■holding  back.' 
while  descending  the  long  and  steep  hills. 
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There  was  one  mail  coach  that  was  especially  iinposini!;.  On  its 
gilded  sides  appeared  the  picture  of  a  ]iost  boy,  with  flying  hoi-se  and 
horn,  and  beneath  it  in  gilt  letters  this  awe  inspiring  inscription: 

"  He  comes,  the  herald  of  a  noisy  world, 
News  from  all  nations  lumberin«);  at  his  back." 

No  boy  who  beheld  that  old  coach  Avill  ever  forget  it.  The 
coaches  were  all  handsomely  and  artistically  painted  and  ornamented, 
lined  inside  with  soft  silk  plush.  There  Avere  three  seats  fur- 
nished Avith  luxurious  cushions,  and  three  persons  could  sit  comfort- 
ably on  each,  so  that  nine  passengers  made  a  full  load  as  far  as  the 
interior  was  concerned.  A  seat  by  the  side  of  the  driver  was  more 
coveted  in  fair  weather  than  a  seat  Avithin.  During  the  prosperous 
era  of  the  road  it  Avas  not  uncommon  to  see  as  many  as  flfteen  coaches 
in  continuous  procession,  and  both  Avays,  east  and  west,  there  avouUI 
be  thirty  each  day. 

James  Kinkead,  Jacob  Sides  and  Abraham  Eussell  put  on  the 
first  line  of  passenger  coaches  Avest  of  Cumberhind,  and  as  early  as 
1818  John  and  Andrew  Shatfer,  Clarrett  Clark,  Aaron  Wyatt,  Morris 
Mauler,  John  Farrell,  Quill  and  Nathan  Smith,  and  Peter  Null,  Avere 
driA'ers  on  this  line.  The  Smiths  and  Nvdl  droA^e  in  and  out 
from  UniontOAvn.  One  of  the  Smiths  subsequently  liecame  the  agent 
of  a  stage  line  in  Ohio.  James  Kinkead,  above  mentioned,  Avas  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Kinkead,  Beck  and  Evans,  Avho  built 
most  of  the  large  stone  bridges  on  the  line  of  the  road.  This  early 
line  of  stages  Avas  owned  and  operated  in  sections.  Kinkead  owned 
the  line  from  Brownsville  to  Somerfield;  Sides,  from  Somerfield  to  the 
.Little  Crossings,  and  thence  to  Cumberland  Hussell  was  the  proprie- 
tor. Kinkead  sold  his  section  to  George  Dawson,  of  BroAvnsville,  and 
Alpheus  Beall,  of  Cumberland,  bought  out  llussell's  interest.  This 
line  Avas  subsequently  purchased  by,  and  merged  in,  the  National  Road 
Stage  Company,  the  principal  and  most  actiA^e  memlier  of  Avhich  was 
Lucius  W.  Stockton.  The  other  members  of  this  company  Avere 
Daniel  Moore,  of  Washington,  Pennsyh'^ania,  Richard  Stokes  and 
Moore  N.  Falls,  of  Baltimore,  and  Dr.  Howard  Kennedy,  of  Hagers- 
town,  Maryland.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Stockton,  in  1844,  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy and  Mr.  Acheson  Avere  the  active  members  of  the  firm.  John 
W.  Weaver  put  a  line  of  stages  on  the  road  at  an  early  day,  knoAvn 
as  the  People's  Line.  After  a  short  run  it  Avas  AvithdraAvn  from  the 
road  east  of  AVheeling,  and  transferred  to  the  Ohio  division.  Previous 
to  1840,  James  Reeside  put  on  a  line  Avhich  31r.  Stockton  nick-named 
the  "June  Bug,"  for  the  reason,  as  he  alleged,  it  Avould  not  survive 
the  coming  of  the  June  bugs.  Mr.  Stockton  subsequently  bought  out 
this  line  and  consolidated  it  Avith  his  oAvn.  There  was  a  line  of  stages 
on  the  road  called  the  ''Good  Intent,"  Avhich  canu^  to  stay,  and  did 
stay  until  driven  off"  by  the  irresistible  force  of  the  Steam  King.  This 
line  Avas  oAvned  by  ShriA^er,  Steele  &  Company,  and  Avas  equal  in  A'im, 
A'igor  and  general  equipment  to  the  Stockton  line.    The  headquarters 
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of  the  (l(i()(l  Intent  line  at  Uniontown  was  the  McClelland  house. 
There  ])asscn,u;ers  took  their  meals,  and  the  horses  Avere  l^ept  in  llic 
stahles  a]i]>nrtenant.  Tlie  'old  line""  (Sloekton"s)  had  its  headijuar- 
ters  at  tlie  National  house,  on  .Mor<;-anto\vn  street,  now  the  private 
residence  of  tluit  worthy  and  w  rll  known  citizen,  Thomas  Batton. 
This  little  hon  mot  is  one-  amoui;-  a  thousand,  illustrative  of  the  spirit 
of  the  competition  hetween  these  rival  lines.  There  was  one  Peter 
Burdine,  a  drivi-i"  on  the  (iood  Intent  line,  noted  for  his  ilashiui;"  qual- 
ities, win)  was  accustomed  to  nive  vent  (o  his  tidelitj"  to  his  employers, 
an<l  his  i-onfidence  in  himself  in  these  words: 

"  If  you  take  a  seat  in  Stockton's  line, 
You  are  sure  to  be  passed  by  Pete  Bnrdine." 

And  this  became  a  popular  ditty  all  alon<;'  the  road. 

( )n  anthoi-ily  of  Hanson  Willison.  the  old  sta^e  driver  of  Cum- 
bei'land,  the  lirsl  line  of  s(ai;vs  put  on  the  road  east  of  Cumberland, 
in  opposition  to  the  Stockton  line,  was  owned,  from  P^rederic  to  Ha- 
^i-rstown.  by  Hutchinson  and  Wirt;  from  Ilagerstown  to  Piney  Plains, 
by  William  V.  Steele;  from  Piney  Plains  to  Cumberland,  by  ^riiomas 
Shriver. 

Thomas  Corwin.  the  famous  Ohio  statesman  and  popular  orator 
of  tlie  olden  time,  was  not  a  sta<^e  driver,  but  he  was  a  waji;oner,  and 
one  of  tlu'  rallyini^  cries  of  his  friends,  in  the  cani]iaiiin  that  resulted 
in  his  election  as  ^^overnor.  was:  ■■  Hurrah  for  Tom  Coi'win,  the  wa<^"- 
oner  bov.  The  introduction  of  lii->  name,  in  connection  with  stau'cs 
and  sfai^e  drivers,  becomes  jx-rtinc-nt  in  view  of  the  followini";  anec- 
dote: Corwin  was  of  very  dark  com])lexion,  and  anionic;  sli"ani;ers, 
and  in  his  lime,  when  race  distinction  was  moiv  ])ronounced  than  now, 
often  taken  for  a  iiei^-ro.  ()n  one  occasion.  wliiU-  he  was  ;i  member  of 
Conixress,  he  ]»assed  over  the  road  in  a  -chartered  coach.  "  in  coni]iany 
with  Ileiirv  Clav.  a  r»oi)ular  favorite  all  alon<r  the  road,  ami  other  dis- 

•■•II  y  %  r^ 

tinifuisiied  ifentleinen.  en  route  foi-  the  capital.  .\  chai'tered  coach 
was  one  beloiif^ini;'  to  the  reii'ular  line.  Imt  hired  for  a  ti'i|).  and  con- 
trolled by  the  ])arties  ennai;inii'  il.  The  ])arty  sto])i)ed  one  day  for 
dinner  at  an  oM  --staife  tavern."  kept  by  Samuel  Cessna,  at  the  foot 
of  -Town  Hill,"  also  known  as  -Snib  Hollow.  '  t  went  v-tive  miles 
east  of  Cumberland.  (,'essna  was  fond  of  eiitertainini;-  i;uests,  and 
particnlarly  ar(lent  in  catei-ini;-  to  distini;iiishe(l  li-avelers.  He  was, 
therefore,  delii:;hted  when  this  paily  entered  his  house.  He  had  .seen 
Mr.  Clay  before,  and  knew  him.  TIk'  tall  form  of  M  r.  Corwin  at- 
traclcfl  his  attention,  and  he  notetl  specially  his  swarth\-  complexion. 
Iicard  his  Iravelinii-  companions  call  him  ••  Tom."  and  su|tposei|  he  was 
the  servant  of  the  Jtarty.  The  tirst  thini,^  aftei'  lln'  ordei-  for  dinner 
was  a  sui;i;estion  of  somethini;  to  i-elieve  tin-  tedium  of  travel,  and 
excite  the  a|p|ietite  foi-  the  anticipate" I  diniu-i-.  and  it  was  brandv,  ,!i"en- 
liine  old  couiiiac.  which  was  promptly  brou<;ht  to  view  by  tin- /.i>alous 
old  landlortl.  Hrandy  was  the  -tony"  drink  of  tlu-oldpiki'  —  bi-andy 
and  loaf  sui;ar.  and  it  was  (d'ten  lighted  by  a  taper  and    burnt,  under 
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the  influence  of  a  popular  tradition  that  "if  burnt  brandy  could n  I 
.save  a  man"  in  need  of  physical  tension,  his  case  was  hopeless.  When 
the  brandy  was  produced,  the  part}*,  with  the  exception  of  Corwiu, 
stepped  up  to  the  bar  and  each  took  a  glass.  Corwin,  to  encourage 
the  illusion  of  the  old  landlord,  stood  back.  In  a  patronizing  way  the 
landlord  proffered  a  glass  to  Corwin,  saying :  "  Tom.  you  take  a  drink." 
Corwin  di'ank  off  the  glass,  and  in  an  humble  manner  i'eturne<l  it  to 
the  landlord  with  modest  thanks.  Dinner  was  next  announced,  and 
when  the  party  entei*ed  the  dining  room,  a  side  table  was  observed 
for  use  of  the  servant,  as  was  the  custom  at  all  old  taverns  on  the 
road  at  that  time.  Corwin,  at  once  recog]iizing  the  situation,  sat  down 
alone  at  the  side  table,  while  the  other  gentlemen  occupied  the  main 
table.  The  dinner  was  excellent,  as  all  were  at  the  old  taverns  on  the 
National  Road,  and  while  undergoing  discussion,  Mr.  Clay  occasion- 
ally called  out  to  the  lone  occupant  of  the  side  table:  "How  are  you 
getting  on,  Tom?"  to  which  the  modest  response  was,  "Very  well." 
After  dinner  the  old  landlord  produced  a  box  of  fine  cigars,  and  first 
servina;  the  distino-uished  u'uests.  took  one  from  the  box  and  in  his  hand 
])roftered  it  to  Mr.  Corwin,  with  the  remark:  "  Take  a  cigar,  Tom?" 
Wlien  it  was  announced  that  the  coach  was  in  readiness  to  proceed 
on  the  journey.  Mr.  Clay  took  Corwin's  arm.  an<l,  approaching  the  old 
landlord,  said  :  "Mr.  Cessna,  permit  me  to  introduce  the  lion.  Thomas 
Corwin,  of  Ohio."  Cessna  w^as  thunder-struck.  His  mortification 
knew  no  bounds.  Observing  his  mental  agony,  Mr.  Corwin  restored 
him  to  equanimity  by  saying:  "  It  Avas  all  a  joke,  Mr.  Cessna  ;  do  not, 
I  beg  you,  indulge  in  the  slightest  feeling  of  mortification.  I  expect 
to  be  back  this  way  before  long,  and  will  call  again  to  renew  acquaint- 
ance, and  take  another  good  dinner  with  you." 

John  Eitter.  affectionately  and  invariably,  by  his  acquaintances, 
called  "Johnny,"  was  noted  for  his  honesty  and  stead}'  habits.  For 
many  years  after  staging  ceased  on  the  road,  he  was  a  familiar  figure 
about  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  He  assisted  Major  Hammond  for 
thirty  years  in  conducting  the  Yalentine  house,  and  acted  as  agent  for 
Brimmer's  line  of  mail  hacks,  and  other  similar  lines,  after  the  great 
mail  and  passenger  lines  were  withdrawn.  He  was  a  bachelor, and  a 
soldier  of  1812,  and  drew  a  small  pension.  He  died  at  the  Yalentine 
house,  in  Washington,  on  January. 28th,  1879,  in  the  eightieth  year  of 
his  age,  leaving  behind  him  a  good  name  and  many  friends. 

The  first  line  of  passenger  coaches  put  on  the  road  between 
Brownsville  and  Wheeling  was  owned,  organized  and  operated  b}' 
Stephen  Hill  and  Simms  and  Pemberton.  This  was  in  1818,  and  a 
continuation  of  the  early  line  before  mentioned  from  Cumberland  to 
Brownsville.  Stephen  Hill,  while  a  stage  proprietor,  was  also  a 
tavern  keeper  in  Hillsboro,  Washington  county,  a  small  town,  but  an 
old  town,  which  probably  derived  its  name  from  his  famil}'.  Under 
the  inspiration  of  modern  reformation,  so  called,  the  name  of  this  old 
town  has  been  changed  and  languishes  now  under  the  romantic  ap]iel- 
lation  of  Scenery  Hill.     When   it  was  Hillsboro.  and   a  stage  station 
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of  the  ol'l  |>iki'.  il  was  a  lively  lit  lie  town.  Under  its  present  pic- 
turesque name  it  remains  a  little  town,  but  not  a  lively  one.  The 
chani^e  of  name,  however,  has  not  yet  penetrated  the  thinned  ranks 
of  the  old  ]til<e  l)oys.  and  they  still  refer  to  it  as  Ilillsboro. 

The  next  station  west  of  Jfillshoro,  where  staj/;e  horses  Avere 
changed,  twelve  miles  distant,  Avas  Washington,  where  ])assengers 
also  took  meals.  The  Good  Intent  line  stoppe<l  at  the  Mansion  house, 
situate  at  the  u])])er  end  of  the  town,  and  tlie  -Old  Line"  sto])ped  at 
tlie  National,  in  the  lowei-  end.  The  next  changing  ])lace  west  of 
"Washington  was  ('Jaysvillc.  the  next  Honeys  Point,  and  thence  to 
AVIieeling.  About  the  year  184G  the  (too(1  Intent  line  stopped  its 
coaches,  oi-  a  ])ortion  of  them,  at  the  Greene  house  in  Washington, 
kept  by  Daniel  Brown,  who,  previous  to  that  date,  had,  Ibr  a  time, 
been  a  road  agent  of  that  line.  Of  all  the  good  taverns  on  the  road 
there  were  none  better  than  Brown's.  He  had  his  pecularities,  as 
most  nu'u  liave,  but  he  knew  how  to  keep  a  hotel.  He  enjoyed  the 
occupation  of  entertaining  guests,  and  glowed  with  good  feeling  while 
listening  to  the  praises  bestowed  upon  his  savory  spreads.  This  pop- 
ular old  laiullord  canu*  to  a  sad  and  untimely  end  by  being  cut  to 
]»ieces  in  a  mill  by  a  Ijuzz  saw.  on  what  was  once  called  the  ])lank 
road,  leading  from  Washington  through  Monongahela  City,  West 
Newton.  Mt.  Pleasant.  Somerset  and  Bedford  to  Cumberland.  Stages 
ran  on  that  road,  and  at  the  time  of  the  accident.  Mr.  Brown  Avas  in 
the  service  of  a  stage  company  and  at  the  .saw  mill  to  urge  forward 
the  work  of  getting  out  plank  for  the  road. 

David  Sibley,  an  ohl  driver  on  Stockton's  line,  went  with  the 
Fayette  county  ••boys  in  blue  '  to  ^fexico  in  1847.  a  member  of  Co. 
H,  2d  regiment  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers.  He  particij)ated  in  the 
engagement  at  Cerro  Gordo,  emerged  from  that  conflict  un.scathed, 
luit  died  soon  aft<'i-  at  Pueblo  from  ailments  incident  to  an  iiilios])it- 
abh"  climate. 

William  Whaley.  a  soldiei'  of  the  war  between  the  States,  and  a 
son  of  ("apt.  James  Whaley,  a  soldier  of  1812,  was  an  old  stage  driver. 
He  wa>^boi-n  in  ( 'oniiellsville,  bnt  spent  tlu' ])rime  of  his  life  in  I'nion- 
town.  and  on  the  ro;id.  He  used  to  tell  the  bo\s  that  one  of  the 
horses  of  his  team  died  coming  down  J.<aurel  Hill.  Init  that  he  held 
liim  n|>  nntil  he  reached  the  McClelhunl  house  in  T^niontown.  Wha- 
ley drove  for  a  time  on  the  Arorgantown  route  from  X^niontown.  and 
died  in  the  latter  jtlace  twenty  years  and  more  ago. 

.lames  Turner,  a  Somerset  county  man.  an  old  stage  di'ivi-r,  also 
volunteered  as  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war.  and  starte<|  out  a  mem- 
ber of  Co.  II,  :ilif)ve  menliont'd  In  crossing  the  Gull  he  fell  down  a 
hatchway  ol  the  vessel  and  was  killed,  and  the  mortal  remains  of  the 
old  di-iver  were  bnrie<l  in  the  dei'p  sea. 

.lames  Gordon,  a  well  remend»ereil  old  stage  drivei*.  went  with 
Co.  H  to  Mexico,  and  died  in  the  cajjital  city  of  that  Republic.  He 
was  the  father-in-law  of  I'eler  IFcu'lc.  a  formei-  jiostniaster  of  I'nion- 
town. 
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Samuel  Sibley,  probabl}'  a  brother  oi'  Daviil,  belVu-e  ineiili(iiie(l, 
was  a  well-known  driver.  He  was  small  in  stature,  but  alert  in 
movement.  It  was  he  who  drove  the  eoaeh  that  upset  on  a  stone 
pile  in  the  main  street  of  Uniontown  with  Henry  Clay  as  a  passen- 
ger, the  details  of  which  have  elsewhere  been  given. 

Ben  Showalter  is  remembered  as  an  old  driver,  who  sang  little 
songs  and  performed  little  tricks  of  legerdemain  for  the  amusement  of 
the  boys.  He  went  to  the  Avar  between  the  States  as  a  private  in 
Major  West's  cavalry  of  Uniontown,  and  died  in  the  service. 

Redding  Bunting,  mentioned  before,  was  probably  more  widely 
known  and  had  more  friends  than  any  other  old  stage  driver  on  the 
road.  His  entire  service  on  the  road,  covering  many  years.  Avas  in 
connection  with  the  "old  Line."  He  was  a  great  favorite  of  Mr. 
Stockton,  the  leading  proprietor  of  that  line.  His  commanding 
appearance  is  impressed  upon  the  memories  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  stood  six  feet  six  inches  liigh  in  his  stockings,  and  straight  as  an 
arrow,  without  any  redundant  flesh.  His  complexion  Avas  of  a  red- 
dish hue  and  his  features  pronounced  and  striking.  His  A'oice  Avas 
of  the  baritone  order,  deep  and  sonorous,  but  he  Avas  not  loquacious 
and  had  a  habit  of  munching.  He  Avas  endowed  Avith  stronc;  com- 
mon  sense,  which  the  pike  boys  called  "horse  sense,"  to  emphasize 
its  excellence.  He  was  affable,  companionable  and  convivial.  He  was 
a  uatiA'C  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  an(l  born  in  Menallen  township.  He 
Avas  not  only  a  stage  driA'cr,  but  a  trusted  stage  agent,  stage  proprie- 
tor, and  also  a  taA^ern  keeper.  He  once  OAvned  the  property  noAV 
knoAvn  as  the  "Central  Hotel,"  in  UniontOAvn,  and  if  he  had  retained 
it  Avould  haA^e  died  a  rich  man.  Despondency  anil  depression  of 
spirits  seemed  to  have  encompassed  him.  Avhen  business  ceased  on  the 
road,  and  he  appeared  as  one  longing  for  the  return  of  other  and 
better  days.  Daring  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  it  Avas  deemed 
desirable  by  the  authorities  that  one  of  his  special  messages  should 
be  speedily  spread  before  the  people.  Accordingly  arrangements 
were  made  by  the  Stockton  line,  Avhich  liad  the  contract  for  carrying 
the  mails,  to  transmit  the  message  of  the  President  Avith  more  than 
ordinary  celerity.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  at  the  time  Avas 
not  in  operation  Avest  of  Frederic  City,  Maryland.  Mr.  Bunting,  as 
agent  of  the  company,  repaired  to  that  point  to  receive  the  coming 
document  and  convey  it  to  Wheeling.  He  sat  by  the  side  of  the 
driver  the  entire  distance  from  Frederic  to  Wheeling- to  superintend 
the  mission  and  urge  up  the  speed.  The  distance  between  the  points 
named  is  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  miles,  and  Avas  coA'ered  in 
twenty-three  hours  and  thirt}'  minutes.  C*hanges  of  teams  and 
drivers  Avere  made  at  the  usual,  I'clays,  and  the  driver  Avho  brought 
the  flying  coach  from  Farmington  to  UniontoAvn  Avas  Joscjdi  Woolley, 
Avho  made  the  sparks  fly  at  every  step,  as  he  dashed  down  the  long 
Avestern  slope  of  Laurel  Hill.  Homer  WestoA^er  drove  the  coach 
from  UniontoAvn  to  Brownsville,  coA^ering  the  intervening  distance  of 
tweh^e  miles  in  the  almost  incredible  compass  of  forty-four  minutes. 
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The  foacli  used  on  this  occasion  was  callid  the  ••  Indnstry.  one  <»t 
the  I'arly  mail  coaclies  with  •iiinniccy  box"'  attachnicut.  aii<i  il  liter- 
ally woke  nj)  the  echoes  in  its  i'a]ii<l  transit  over  tlie  road.  The 
Pittslnirg  Gazctti'  had  arranijed  lor  an  early  co))y  of  tlie  inii»oi-taiit 
inessajie  and  agreed  to  pay  Ivohei-t  L.  15ai-i-y  and  .lose])h  P.  McClel- 
land, of  Uniontown.  connected  in  varions  snhoi'dinate  capacities  with 
the  siage  lines,  llie  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  a  s])eedy  delivery  of  the 
document  at  the  ottice  of  that  joniMial  in  Pittsburg.  Brownsville 
was  then  the  distril)uting  ])oint  for  all  mail  matter  sent  west  ovei"  the 
Xational  lioa<l.  consigned  to  Pittsburg,  and  ]iarry  and  AfcClelland 
went  down  to  lirownsville  on  the  ■•  Industry"  to  obtain  the  message 
tiiere  and  transmit  it  thence  to  Pittslniri*"  bv  s])ecial  convov  ovei'land 
lo  the  (hizette;  l)ut  when  the  mail  was  o])ened  it  was  discovered  that 
il  ilid  not  contain  a  jiackage  lor  ilie  dazcttc.  and  Barry  and  McCU-J- 
land  returned  home  disa]ipoinlc(l.  while  the  Gazette  sutfered  still 
greater  disaitpointmcnl  in  not  being  aide  to  la}'  an  early  co])y  of  the 
message  before  its  readers.  The  reader  will  bear  in  mind  that  at  the 
lime  rcfeiMcd  to  the  telegraph  was  unknown  as  an  agency  for  ti-ans- 
iiiitting  news,  and  the  raili'oad.  as  has  been  seen,  had  not  advanci'd 
West  ot  Frederic  City.  -.Maryland. 

In  the  year  184G,  after  the  raili'oad  was  completed  to  Cumber- 
land. Redding  Bunting  rivaled,  if  he  did  not  surjiass,  the  feat  of  ra|»i(l 
transit  above  described,  lie  di'ove  the  great  mail  coach  from  Cum- 
berland to  Wheeling,  which  carried  the  message  of  Pivsident  Polk, 
officially  proclaiming  tluit  war  existed  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  Ticavini'  Cunilici'laml  a(  two  oclock  in  the  nioriHUi;".  he 
reached  T'niontown  at  eight  o'clock  of  the  same  morning,  bn'akfasted 
there  with  his  ])assengers,  at  his  own  house  (for  he  was  then  the  jji-opri- 
etor  of  the  National ).  and  after  l)reakfast,  which  was  soon  disjxtsed 
of,  ])rocceded  with  bis  charge,  reaching  Washington  at  eleven  a.  m. 
and  WheclinL;'  at  two  i*.  .m..  covering;  a  distance  of  one  hundreil  ami 
thii'ly-onc  miles  in  twelve  hours,  lie  was  not  at  that  time  an  oi'din- 
ary  di'ivci-.  but  an  agent  of  the  line,  and  took  the  i\'ins  in  person  bli- 
the avowed  ])urpose  of  making  the  highest  speed  attainable.  Ked- 
ding  Hunting  has  been  (h'a<l  about  ten  years.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
daughtci- of  ('apt.  l'jidslc\-.  the  (dd  tavern  l<cc|>ei'  at  the  i{ig('ri>ss- 
ing-',  ■-iir\  i\  I'd  liini  abuiil  three  years.  lie  left  two  .sons  and  two 
daugiitcrs.  ( >nc  o|  ins  sons.  llcni-y  Clay,  is  at  present  jiost master  of 
l)unbar.  l*a..  and  the  other.  William,  is  a  printer,  and  at  this  writing 
Ibreman  id  the  composing  force  ot  the  I'iltsbtirg  Tiiins.  Onecd"  the 
daughters  is  the  wife  of  .Milton  K.  j-'rankeniierry.  a  pi<iniinenl  citi- 
zen of  l'\i\e(  le  ciMiiil  \-,  I 'a.,  a  1 1' I  I  lie  oi  liei-  is  the  wife  t.r  A  niior  ( 'raiiT. 
a  leading  nierclianl  of  I  nionlown.  The  old  driver  ba>  gone  to  bis 
last  home,  but  his  nu-niory  renniins  fresh  and  fragrant  all  alonir  the 
road. 

.loseph  Woollew  above  mentioned,  had  a  brollu-r.  William.  wh(» 
was  also  a  well  known  stage  drivei-.  When  the  staging  ilays  on  tin' 
road  were  ended,  and  the  exciting  incidents  theivol'  relegated   lt»  the 
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domain  ol'  histoiy,  Joseph  and  William  Woolley  souglit  and  obtained 
employment  in  the  service  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  com- 
pany, and  both  nltimately  became  competent  and  trnstworthy  loco- 
motive engineers. 

Andrew  J.  Wable  commenced  driving  stage  in  I8t0,  and  con- 
tinued vminterruptedly  until  1851.  He  went  to  Illinois  in  18(37,  and 
is  still  living,  in  good  health  and  spirits.  He  frcciuentl}^  visits  his  old 
home  in  the  mountains  of  Fayette  county,  where  he  was  reared,  ami 
is  there  now,  or  was  very  recently.  He  drove  first  on  the  "  Shake 
Gut,"  which  was  not  a  passenger  line,  but  a  line  put  on  the  road  to 
carrjMight  freights  with  rapidity.  He  drove  next  on  the  '-Good 
Intent''  line,  and  subsequently  on  the  old,  or  Stockton  line.  He  was 
a  driver  on  the  Good  Intent  line  wdien  William  Scott  was  its  agent, 
and  on  the  old  line  during  the  agencies  of  Granger  and  Bunting.  He 
drove  on  the  Good  Intent  line  from  Somerfield  to  Keyser's  Ridge. 
and  on  the  old  line  from  Ke3'ser's  Eidge  to  Piney  Grove.  He  also 
drove  between  Washington  and  Wheeling,  and  from  Uniontown  to 
Farmington.  His  recollections  of  the  old  road  are  vivid,  and  he  is 
fond  of  recounting  incidents  of  its  palm}'  days. 

James  Bnrr  drove  out  westward  from  Washington.  He  was  re- 
puted to  be  a  man  of  great  muscular  power,  but  with  it  all,  a  man  of 
quiet  demeanor.  A  Cincinnati  man,  name  not  given,  had  achieved 
the  reputation  of  ''licking''  everybody  in  and  around  Cincinnati,  and 
like  Alexander  of  old,  sighed  for  more  victories.  Hearing  of  Jim 
Burr,  he  resolved  to  encounter  him,  and  struck  out  for  Claysville, 
■where  he  had  been  informed  Burr  could  be  found.  He  traveled  by 
steamboat  to  Wheeling,  thence  by  stage  coach  to  Claj^sville.  The 
Cincinnati  man  "put  up"  at  the  tavern  of  William  Kelley,  the  stop- 
ping place  of  Burr's  line  at  Claj^sville.  Upon  entering,  the  stranger 
inquired  for  Jim  Burr,  and  was  politely  informed  by  Mr.  Kelley,  the 
old  landlord,  that  Mr.  Burr  was  at  the  stable  looking  after  his  team, 
and  would  soon  be  in.  In  a  little  while  Burr  came  in,  and  Mr.  Kelley 
remarked  to  the  stranger,  "this  is  Mr.  Burr.  "  The  stranger,  who 
was  a  somewhat  larger  man  than  Burr,  saluted  him  thus:  "Burr,  I 
have  been  told  that  you  are  the  best  man  in  all  this  countr}',  and  I 
have  come  all  the  way  from  Cincinnati  to  fight  you,  and  lick  you,  if 
I  can."  "Well,"  said  Burr,  "you  have  come  a  longdistance  for  a 
job  like  that,  and  l)esides  I  don't  know  you,  and  there  is  no  reason 
Avhy  Ave  should  fight."  "But.''  rejoinetl  the  stranger,  "you  must 
tight  me,  I  insist  on  it,  and  will  not  leave  here  until  you  do."  Burr 
persisted  in  declining  the  proffered  combat,  and  finally  went  upstairs 
to  bed,  and  after  a  }iap  of  half  an  hour's  duration,  came  down  with- 
out a  thought  of  again  meeting  his  aggressive  visitor.  To  his  utter 
surprise  the  Cincinnati  bluffer  met  him  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  ami 
again  demanded  a  trial  of  strength.  This  was  more  than  Burr's  good 
]iature  could  withstand,  and  ste])ping  back,  he  drew  up  in  the  attitude 
of  a  striker,  warning  his  assailant  at  the  same  time  to  "look  out." 
Avhen  with  one  blow  of  his  fist,  he  felled  him  stone  dead  on  the  floor. 
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liiin'  I  In 11  went  to  the  watn-  >l;iiiil  in  ;i  ivar  rooiii  oT  tlii'  (avoni.  waslinl 
liis  I'aec-  and  hands,  and  n\um  returuin.i^  saw  tin-  victim  of  his  deadly 
hlow  still  lyino-  prosti-ate  upon  the  floor,  and  cxciainu-cl  :  -My  Cuu'l. 
has  that  man  not  ^ot  u))  yet?"  But  liu-  van(iiiished  hully  did.  after  a 
while.  iiX't  up.  and  in  risini;-  discovered  that  he  M'as  a  wi.ser,  if  not  a 
hetter  man.  Xews  of  this  sini^ular  encounter  spread  rajtidly  tliroui^h 
the  t(Avn  of  Claysville.  and  nearly  every  inhal.itant  thcrcot'i-ushcd  to 
the  scene  to  k'arn  liow  it  hapj)eued,  and  all  al)oul  it.  The  faets  wi-re 
ndnutei}'  and  carefully  made  known  to  all  inquirers  hy  William  Kel- 
ley,  the  old  landlord,  ami  cheers  went  up  and  out  for  Jim  Burr,  the 
hero  of  Claysville.  At  the  time  of  this  occurrence  David  (lonhm  was 
also  driving  out  westwardly  from  Washington.  Tradition  lias  it  that 
these  two  men  had  a  reciprocal  fear  of  each  other,  hut  they  never 
collided,  and  it  is  a  mooted  question  as  to  which  of  them  was  the  hetter 
mail  ill  a  physical  sense.  It  is  a  long  time  since  Jiun- and  (Jordon 
were  seen  on  the  front  boot  of  a  handsome  Concord  coach,  wielding 
the  reins  and  fiourishiiig  (he  wliiji  over  the  backs  of  four  dashing 
steeds  with  a  grace  and  dignity  befitting  a  more  pretentious  calling; 
and  pi-esumabl}'  they  have  answered  the  last  summons,  but  living  or 
dead,  their  names  are  indelibly  stamix'd  on  the  histoiy  of  the  National 
IJoaiJ. 

David  Gordon  was  sent  out  from  the  east  by  James  Keeside.  and 
drove  first  on  the  •June  Bug  Line."'  Going  out  west  from  Glaysville 
soon  after  he  commenced  driving  his  team  ran  off,  with  a  full  load  of 
jiasseiigers.  Discerning  in  a  moment  that  the  flying  team  could  not  l»e 
checked  bv  ordinary  niethodsjic  pulled  it  off  the  road  and  turned  the 
coach  over  against  a  high  Ijank.  Tlie  pa.ssengers  were  badly  friu;litened. 
but  none  were  hurt,  and  attributed  their  esca])e  from  injury  t<»  tlu- 
skillfulness  of  the  driver.  After  '< righting  up,"  the  coacii  but  litth' 
damaiii'd,  proceeded  to  Pvoney's  Point  without  further  casualty.  This 
incident,  or  rather  accident,  gave  Gordon  a  wide  re])Utation  as  a  cool 
and  skillful  driver,  and  he  rapidly  advanced  to  the  front  rank  <>i' 
his  calling.  The  "June  Bug  Line"  did  not  remain  long  on  the  i-oad. 
and  when  it  was  withdrawn  Gordon  toolc  service  in  the  Good  Intent 
line,  and  contiiiuetl  with  it  until  all  through  lines  of  coaches  wi'iv 
taken  from  the  road.  Goi'don  was  a  very  stout  man.  six  feet  in 
lHii:lil .  and  weighing  about  two  hum  I  red  pounds,  wit  hou  I  any  surplus 
tle^ll.  It  was  said  that  he  <()uld  fight,  iuil  was  not  quarrelsonu'.  His 
niotto  seemed  to  be  ■■  non  tdiHjcrt'  iiiihl."  On  one  occasion,  as  tradition 
has  it,  he  was  compelled  to  engage  in  a  knock-down,  in  self  (i«'fens»'. 
It  was  at  Triadelphia.  Virginia.  Three  ••  toughs"  fell  u|ion  him  al 
ihat  ]ilace.  with  tlie  intention,  as  tlu'V  staled  if .  of -Mloing  him  up.' 
hut  lliey  failed  igii<)niinously.  tiorilon  repulsed  and  routed  ■  them 
coinjiletely  and  decisively,  and  they  never  thereafter  coveted  a  ren- 
counter with  (if)rdon.  ami  the  example  of  their  fate  rentK-red  others 
\y\\\\  pmrilistic  ])i-ocIivilie>  a  liKle  ^hy  aboiil  ciicfiunlering  him. 
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Stages  atid  Stagr  Drircrs  continued —  Character  of  IJrirerx  Defended  —  Sigh's  of  Dri- 
rlng  —  Classification  of  Drirers  —  Sanmrl  Liunan,old  mail  drirer  — ///*•  thrilling 
oicoanter  irifjt  Robbers  —  George  Fisher  duxhes  info  a  Whig  procession  —  Daniel 
Leggett  —  Accident  to  Black  Haul; — Tobias  Banner, , Terr g  McMuUin,  George 
McKenna,  Paris  Eaches,Jack  Bailiss,  Henry  A.  Wise,  and  other  familiar  names. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Endsley,  of  Somcrf^et.  an  intelligent,  educated  and  ob- 
serving gentleman,  who  was  born  and  reared  on  the  Xational  I\oad, 
gives  it  as  his  judgment  that  old  stage  drivers,  as  a  class,  were  better, 
morally,  than  old  wagoners.  He  says  that  while  some  of  the  stage 
drivers  were  given  to  blaspheming  and  drinking,  there  were  wagoners 
who  Avould  ''discount  them,  especially  in  the  matter  of  profanity." 
He  names,  as  types  of  orderly,  well  behaved  stage  drivers,  Thomas 
G-race,AVilliam  and  Alexander  Thompson,  John  Mills,  Charley  Howell, 
John  High,  William  Eobinson,  Isaac  Frazee  (still  living  in  Markle3^s- 
burg),  Isaac  Denny,  Samuel  Ilalsted,  AVilliam  White.  Samuel  Jaco, 
Thomas  Moore,  James  A.  Carroll,  William  Bisho])  and  John  Bunting. 
William  Robinson  and  Pate  Sides  were  expert  penmen. 

John  E.  Reeside,  a  son  of  Commodore  James  Eeeside.  the  old  stage 
proprietor,  now  residing  in  Baltimore,  Avho  had  a  general  supervision 
of  his  father's  lines  on  the  National  Poad,  gives  three  styles  of  stage 
driving,  as  follows,  viz:  (1)  The  Flat  Rein  (English);  (2)  the  Top  and 
Bottom  (Pennsylvania);  (3)  the  Side  Rein  (Eastern).  In  the  first 
style  Mr.  Reeside  says  that  John  Bennett  and  Watty  Xoble  excelled, 
and  in  the  second,  Jack  Bailiss,  Frank  Lawson  and  Joe  BoAvers  car- 
ried off  the  palm.  He  adds  that  the  third  mode  was  the  one  adopted 
b}'  a  majority  of  the  best  drivers,  and  in  this,  Isaac  Page,  Luda  Adams, 
Peyton  R.  Sides,  David  Cordon,  John  Lanning,  Abram  Dedrick  and 
David  Johnson  excelled  all  other  drivers. 

Mr.  Endsley,  before  mentioned,  divides  the  old  stage  drivers  in 
four  classes,  as  follows:  "  (1)  A^vkward,  slovenly,  careless  drivers, 
such  as  handled  the  whip  and  'ribbons'  so  clttmsily,  and  kept  their 
teams  so  unseemly  together,  u])  hill,  down  grades  and  on  the  level, 
that  it  Vas  painful  to  see  them  on  the  box.  Typical  of  this  class  were 
Tom  Frantz,  Dan  Boyer,  Pete  Null  and  Abe  Halderman.  (2)  Cruel 
men  —  their  cruelty  amounting  almost  to  brutality.  This  class  seemed 
to  take  a  fiendish  delight  in  whipping,  lashing  and  gashing  horses. 
Wash  Alridge  and  a  l>ig,  burly  driver  In'  the  name  of  Robinson,  were 
types  of  the  cruel  class.      Co)  Careful,  easy-going,  common,  every  day 
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kind  of  (Irivei-s  —  iiioii  who  never  made  pretensions  to  fani-y  st\les. 
They  were  such  as  John  Bunting  (Old  Judy).  Jim  Reynolds.  James 
Carroll  (Fhixey).  Bhinehard  ( llatehet  Face).  Billy  Armor  and  Josh. 
Boyd.  (4)  Well  dressed  drivers,  clean  and  neat  in  person,  and  men 
who  rei!;arded  sitting  down  to  a  meal  in  sliirt  sleeves  as  contra,  honos 
mores.  This  class  manipulate<l  the  whip  and  •  rihl>ons' scientitically, 
and  sat  on  llie  l)ox  in  a  way  that  showed  they  were  masters  of  tlie 
situation.  Prominent  in  this  class  were  J(jhn  High.  Pate  Sides.  Peter 
JIalderman,  -Yankee'  Thompson.  Sam  Jei-ome.  Jim  Moore."  iVc.  In 
this  latter  class  might  be  ranked  David  (iordon,  James  Bun-,  and  others 
of  the  western  end  of  the  road. 

Sainuel  Lunum,  still  living  in  Cumherland.  and  in  good  health, 
was  one  of  the  best  ecjuipped  stage  drivers  on  the  road.  His  experience 
covers  many  of  the  most  exciting  and  interesting  events  in  the  road's 
history.  ^Jv  cnnnnenced  his  career  as  n.  stage  drivei'  in  ls;)2.  the  same 
^■ear  that  Alfred  J3ailes  began  as  a  wagoner.  Jle  tells  of  a  eollisinn  with 
highwaymen  in  the  mountains,  Avhich  was  attended  by  thrilling  de- 
tails. On  the  12lh  of  Augu.st,  1834.  he  was  on  (he  road  belwinn 
Piney  (trove  and  Frostburg.  with  a  mail  and  ]iassenger  c(»ach  going 
east.  After  nightfall,  and  at  a  point  stutlded  In' a  thick  growth  of 
pine  trees,  he  was  confronted  by  a  part}'  of  foot-pads,  five  in  nuniber, 
and  strange  to  relate,  one  a  wonuin,  bent  on  felony.  The  outlook  was 
alarming.  Luman  carried  no  tiiv-ai-ms.  and  there  was  but  one  wea- 
pon among  his  j)assengers,  a  small,  brass  pistol,  not  brought  into  recpii- 
sition.  as  the  sequel  shows.  The  assailants  had  thrown  aero.ssthe  road 
.in  ol>sti-uction  like  a  rude  fence,  made  of  logs,  stumps  and  bi-ush.  As 
I.unian's  trusty  leaders  a]>))roached  the  obstruction,  one  of  the  high- 
waymen stepped  <nit  fi'om  his  cover  and  seized  a  briille,  and  the  coach 
was  stopped.  The  a.ssailant  ordered  Luman  to  descend  from  his  .seat 
and  surrender  his  charge.  This  he  very  politely,  but  very  decidedly 
deelined  to  do.  '-What  do  you  want?"  quei'icd  TjUinan.  with  seeming 
innocency.  ••  We  are  traders,''  was  the  ivsponse.  ••  Well."  rejoined 
liimum.  coolly.  "I  have  nothing  to  trade;  I  am  satisfied  with  my  trap- 
pings, and  not  desirous  of  excluinging  them."  Dui'ing  this  little  ])ar- 
ley  the  wood-be  robl)ei*.  who  held  a  leader  by  the  bridle,  crii'd  out  to 
a  partner  in  crinu'.  who  was  m^ar  at  hand,  tlutugh  under  covei' of 
darkness,  to  shoot  the  drivei-.  and  denounced  him  as  a  coward  tbi-  not 
tiring.  The  ])ai-ty  thus  addressed  then  leveled  a  pist<»l  at  Jjuman  and 
jinlled  the  triggei-.  but  the  result  was  nothing  more  than  a  ••  snap,"  the 
night  air  l)eing  damp  and  the  powder  failing  to  explo<le.  These  favor- 
aide  snrroundings.no  doubt,  saved  [.unuin's  life.  The  foot  pad>  at 
the  heads  of  the  leadei-s  had,  in  the  confusion  and  excitement  of  the 
moment,  tnrn<Ml  the  horses  squarely  around,  so  that  the  leadi-rs  faei-d 
west,  while  the  whi'cl  horses  stoofl  to  the  «'ast.  In  this  conjuncture  tiie 
party  in  (diarge  of  the  leaders  undertook  to  unhiteh  them,  and  to  giianl 
against  the  niovi'inents  of  Ijiman.  wra|iped  a  driving  rein  tightly 
around  one  of  his  ai'ms.  This  was  liUnnm's  o|tportunit  \-.  and  snni- 
nioning  all  his  resources,  he  jjoured  a  volley  of  stinging  lashes  up(jn 
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his  antagonist,  sniitini;"  liini  on  tlie  face  and  arm,  alternali'ly.  anti  most 
vigorousl}'.  The  l)an(lit  winced,  and  soon  relinquished  his  grasp,  when, 
ahnost  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  the  team  under  Luman's  si<il]ful 
hands  started  iip  on  a  full  run,  leaping  the  improvised  fence,  and  s])eed- 
ing  on,  leaving  the  foot-pads  hehind  to  lament  their  discomtiturc.  ^\v. 
Luman  relates  that  in  crossing  the  improvised  fence,  he  fairly  trem- 
bled for  the  fate  of  himself  and  passengers,  as  the  coach  was  within 
an  ace  of  capsizing.  He  also  states  that  the  ruffian  who  seized  his 
leader  wore  a  gown  that  covered  his  whole  person,  tied  ai'ound  the 
middle  of  his  body  with  a  belt,  and  that  anothei"  of  his  assailants 
woi'e  a  white  vest,  dark  pantaloons,  and  covered  his  face  with  a  black 
mask.  The  other  three  kept  in  the  back  ground  during  the  attack,  so 
that  he  is  unable  to  recall  their  appearance.  Mr.  Luman  further  re- 
lates that  Avhen  the  first  assault  was  made  on  him,  he  apprized  his 
passengers  of  the  impending  danger  and  besought  theii'  assistance, 
but  they  crouched  in  their  seats  and  made  no  effort  to  aid  him  or  de- 
fend themselves.  They  were  western  merchants  going  east  to  buy 
go^xls,  and  had  among  them  as  much  as  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  cash. 
When  the  coach  arrived  safely  at  the  Highland  house.  Frost  burg, 
Greorge  Evans  at  that  time  proprietor  thereof,  the  grateful  passengers 
"took  up"  a  collection  for  the  benefit  of  their  courageous  and  faithful 
driver  and  deliverer,  but  Luman  says  the  sum  proffered  was  so  ludi- 
crously small  that  he  declined  to  receive  it,  and  ever  thereafter  re- 
garded that  lot  of  passengers  as  a  "  mean  set."  Samuel  Luman  drove 
four  teams  between  Cumberland  and  the  Big  Crossings.  In  L839  he 
concluded  to  give  up  stage  driving  and  try  tavern  keeping.  His  first 
venture  in  this  line  was  at  Piney  Plains,  east  of  Cumberland  and  near 
Cessna's  old  stand.  He  approved  himself  a  popular  landlord,  and  was 
well  patronized.  From  Piney  Plains  he  went  to  Frostburg,  and  took 
charge  of  the  Franklin  House.  His  next  and  last  experience  in  tavern 
keeping  was  at  the  National  House,  in  Cumberland.  Luman  interested 
himself  in  the  detection  and  punishment  of  mail  robbers,  which  drew 
upon  him  the  animosity  of  suspected  j>ersons,  and  Mr.  Stockton,  fearing 
that  the  suspected  ones  might  waylay  and  murder  him,  advised  him 
to  take  service  east  of  Cumberland,  which  he  did.  He  is  altogether 
one  of  the  most  interesting  characters  of  the  road. 

George  Fisher  was  a  stage  driver,  who  left  his  footprints  very 
plainly  on  the  limestone  dust  of  the  road.  He  was  noted  for  his  dar- 
ing in  the  manipulation  of  fiery  steeds.  A  fractious  team  was  sta- 
tioned at  Claysville,  which  was  the  terror  of  all  the  drivers  on  that 
section  of  the  road.  It  "  ran  off"  several  times,  once  killing  a  pas- 
senger outright,  and  seriously  injuring  others.  This  occurred  on 
Caldwell's  Hill,  seven  miles  west  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  George 
Fisher  was  sent  down  from  "Washington  to  take  charge  of  this  team,  and 
soon  had  it  under  complete  control.  He  drove  it  many  years  without 
an  accident.  Fisher  was  a  large,  well  proportioned,  and  fine  looking 
man.  He  was  driving  the  team  mentioned  in  1844,  the  year  in 
which  the  celebrated  political  contest  occurred,  wherein  James  K. 
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Pnlk  mill  Iltiny  ("lay  were  ojtiiosing  candidates  for  iUv  jiresidciicv. 
Fisher  was  an  ardent  suppitrtcr  of  Polk,  and  quite  liitter  in  his  en- 
mity ai;ainst  the  Whiijjs.  On  the  day  of  a  lari^e  Whii;  meetini^  in 
\Vashingt(»n,  an  extra  eoaeh.  not  on  rei^ular  time.  Imt  tilled  with  pas- 
seni^ers,  passed  over  tlie  road,  i^oing  west.  It  fell  to  I'isher's  lot  to 
lianl  tliis  eoaeli  from  Claysville  to  Poney's  Point,  a  relay  Iteyond  the 
Slate  line,  in  ^'il•n•inia.  A  (h'K'<fation  of  Whii^s.  wit  h  lianners  and 
nuisic.  from  West  Alexan<K>r  and  vieinity.  went  u\>  to  Washini^ton  to 
atlend  t  he  meetini;.  and  on  iluir  return  homeward  in  tlie  eveninj.;, 
Were  overhatded  in'  Fishei'.  w  ho  ran  his  team  and  eoaidi  into  the  Wlii<x 
})rocession  at  several  ]»oints.  doinij  damage  to  huijifies.  eai"riai;es.  and 
liiiht  was^ons.  and  intlietini;  some  quite  serious  ])ersonal  injuries. 
Colin  Wilson,  a  piniiiiiient  citizen  of  Washington  county  at  that  dale, 
was  one  ot  the  persons  injui'ed  hy  Fishers  inroad,  and  was  seriously 
Imrt.  Fisher,  in  extenuation  of  his  a])|iarently  erinnnal  conduct, 
l)leaded  the  irritaliility  of  his  teain.  that  it  hecame  friiihlened  hy  the 
lianncis  and  music,  Avas  unmana<^eahlc.  ami  tlie  injuries  inflicted  were 
not  intentional  on  his  ]tart.  hut  ]>urely  accidental.  Tlie  re]mlalion 
of  the  team  for  pettishness  was  well  known  in  the  neit;"liliorliood  of 
tlic  occurrence,  and  served  as  a  plausihle  excuse,  and  really  saved 
Fishei'  from  ])rosecution,  an<l  piohahly  consefpient  piinislimeiit.  hut 
all  the  Whiles  of  tliat  iieiiihl'orhood  went  to  iheir  uravi's  under  the 
solemn  helief  that  Fisher  -(lid  it  a  purjiose.'  The  followinji;  account 
of  an  accident,  furnished  bj'  John  Thomj)son.  the  old  wai;(mei'.  no 
douht  relates  to  Fisliei-'s  team  ]irevious  to  tlie  date  at  w  hi(  h  he  took' 
charne  of  it:  In  the  month  of  Octoher.  1813.  a  stai;"e  team  started  to 
I'uii  from  the  locust  tree  near  ('aldwells  tavern.  The  driver  lost  con- 
trol, and  the  team  dashed  down  the  \in)>r  liill  at  a  terrific  i^ait.  They 
ke])t  in  the  road  until  Wickert's  brid<ji;e  wa>  reached,  at  w  Inch  ]»oint 
the  coacdi,  team,  jiasseiii^ers.  driver  and  all  were  \iolenlly  thrown 
over  the  hridi^e.  A  Mr.  .Moses,  a  Kentucky  mei'chanl.  and  his  nephew, 
were  sitting  hy  the  side  of  the  driver,  and  all  remaine<|  firmly  in  their 
scats  until  the  collapse  occurred.  The  Kentucky  nuMuduint  ha<i  a  Ici; 
hadly  ci'ushed.  and  in  two  days  aftei*  the  accident  die(l.  and  was  huriiMl 
ill  llu'  old  graveyard  at  \Vashiiigt<»ii.  I)octoi"s  Stevens  and  Lane, 
of  Washintjlon.  were  jiiomjitly  summoned  and  did  all  that  metlical 
and  sur<fical  skill  could  devise  to  aid  the  iiiitoi-tuiiate  sufferer.  Imt 
ifa 1 1  Lire ne  ensued  and  hafHed  i(  all.  The  driver  was  severely  hurt,  and 
niirseil  al  I  he  ( 'ahl  well  House  until  t  he  sprinir  of  l^'lf  when  he  re- 
covi'i-cd.  The  nephew  ot  Mr.  Muses  and  all  I  lie  nlln  r  passeiii^ei's  cs- 
capetl  without  injury.  The  remains  ot  .Mr.  .Most-s  were  suh.sc(|neii(ly 
removed  from  \VashiiiL(loii  hy  his  r(dalivi>.  ami  interred  near  his  home 
in  Kentucky.  \Vickert  s  hridice  is  so  ealle<|  hecaiise  a  man  of  that 
iiaiiu"  was  iiiuidcred  many  y«'ars  aijo  near  it.  and  I'or  a  Imi;;  lime 
thereatler.  accordiiii:;  l(»  nei^hhorhood  siiperslilion.  relumed  lo  haiinl 
ihe  ItridL^e. 

|)aniel   Ijeifijell  was  an  old  slaL;e  driver,  well  known,  and  will  lie 
long  renieinlicied.      lie  onci'  had    the  dislindioii  of  hauling   the  celu- 
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In-ated  Indian  cliiof.  Black  Hawk,  and  his  suite.  The  i)arty  asrendc(l 
the  Ohio  river  l)y  steamboat,  and  took  stage  at  Wheeling.  Upon  en- 
tering the  coach  at  t'iiat  ])()int,  Black  Hawk  showed  shyness,  fancy- 
ing it  might  be  a  trap  set  for  him  In*  his  ]»ale  faced  enemies,  and  it  re- 
quired some  persuasion  by  an  interpreter,  who  accompanied  his  party, 
to  induce  him  to  enter  and  take  a  seat.  The  coach  passed  over  the 
road  without  unusual  incident  until  it  reached  "Washington.  Penn- 
sjdvania.  Going  down  the  main  street  of  Washington,  from  the  post- 
office,  which  Avas  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  court  house,  the  breast  strap 
of  one  of  the  wheel  horses  broke,  causing  a  precipitalion  of  the  coach 
upon  the  leaders,  and  the  team  l)ec()ming  fi'ightencd,  dashed  down  the 
street  at  fearful  speed.  One  of  the  party  of  In<lians  was  seated  b}' 
the  driver,  and  thrown  oif,  carrying  down  with  him  the  driver.  The 
team,  thus  left  without  a  driver,  rushed  headlong  for  the  stable  of 
the  National  House,  and  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Maiden  streets, 
the  coach  upset.  It  contained  nine  ])assengers,  eiglit  Indians  and  one 
half-breed.  The  tirst  one  to  show  u]i  from  the  wreck  was  Black 
Hawk,  who  stood  upright  in  the  middle. of  the  street,  disclosing  a 
single  drop  of  blood  on  his  forehead,  and  manifesting  much  excitement 
and  indignation,  as  he  uttered  "Ugh!  Ugh!  Ugh!"  The  interpreter 
had  an  arm  broken,  which  was  the  only  serious  casualty  attending 
the  accident.  Black  Hawk  now  became  almost  wholl}"  irreconcilable. 
The  inter])reter  tried  to  explain  to  him  the  true  situation,  and  to  as- 
sure him  that  no  harm  was  aimed  at  him,  but  the  dusky  warrior  re- 
pelled the  approaches  of  the  friendly  mediator,  and  refused  to  be  rec- 
onciled. He  was  now  certain  that  the  white  men  intended  to  kill 
him.  After  a  little  while  the  excitement  abated,  and  with  it  the 
temper  of  the  unfortunate  Indian  chieftain.  He  was  persuaded  to 
enter  the  tavern,  and  observing  that  the  surroundings  wei'e  not  hos- 
tile, threw  off  his  sullenness,  and  became  somewhat  sensible  of  the 
situation,  and  apparently  reconciled  to  it.  Another  coach  of  the  line 
was  provided,  and  the  party  proceeded  on  their  journey  to  parle}' 
with  the  Great  Father  of  the  White  House.  The  occasion  marked  an 
era  in  the  life  and  career  of  the  old  driver,  Daniel  lA'ggett,  which  he 
referred  to  with  intense  interest  on  frequent  occasions  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  The  Black  Hawk  incident  occurred  in  1837, 
when  Van  Buren   was  president. 

Tobias  Banner,  as  if  to  do  justice  to  his  name,  was  an  imposing 
driver.  He  was  a  clunn  of  Jerry  McMullin,  another  old  driver,  and 
the  two  together  enjoyed  many  a  game  of  bluff,  while  their  teams 
were  quietly  resting  in  the  well  furnished  old  stables.  They  were 
both  mail  drivers  in  and  out  from  Washington.  McMullin  at  one 
time  to  xavy  the  monotony  of  stage  life,  nuide  a  trip  to  Stockton's  lane, 
in  Greene  county,  to  see  the  races,  Avhicli  occurred  at  regular  periods 
at  that  place  in  that  day.  He  engaged  in  a  game  of  seven  up,  with  a 
stalwart  mitive  of  Greene  county,  for  five  dollars  a  side,  and  while  he 
really  won  the  game,  his  overgrown  adversary  claimed  the  stakes  on 
an  allegation  of  foul  play.     A  quarrel  and  a  fight  ensued,  and  Jerry 
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Mc.M  ulliii  rrtunuMl  t<»  Washington  witli  a  lilackoned  cvo  ami  diniinislicd 
purse,  vowiiii:;  lliat  lie  would  nrvt-r  vciiliiiv  ii|>iiii  mud  roads  a^ain. 

GeoriTO  McKonna  <lrovi'  first  on  the  Ovster  liiu-  and  afterwards  a 
stai^e  team.  He  was  a  (Jivene  county  man,  an<l  l>rother-inda\v  of 
.Morijan  \l.  Wise.  After  he  <|nit  flrivinij;  he  si-t  up  an  oyster  saloon 
in  Wayntsliui'j.;.  and  linally  i-n^aLCed  with  a  travi-llinir  menai^erie  and 
lost  his  life  in  a  railroad  aeeideiit  hetwcen  New  Vori<  ami  Philadelphia. 

I'aris  Kaehes,  a  stranj^ely  soundini;  name  now.  hut  once  familiar 
to  the  ear  i>f  every  jiiUe  hoy.  was  a  well  known  and  well  liked  driver. 
He  i-adiated  from  Washiu<xton.  I'ennsylvania.  hut  left  his  inaik  all 
aloni;  the  line.  Ilr  wa«.  a  j<»lly  fellow  and  enjoyed  tlie  excitement  of 
the  road.  He  was  always  a  favorite  at  social  parties  of  youni^  folks, 
and  entei'ttiineil  them  with  soni^s.  He  had  a  <j;oo<l  voice  and  sani^ 
Well.  -I  have  left  Alahama."  was  one  of  his  hest  soui^s,  and  he 
always  .san^  it  to  the  delii^ht  of  hi.s  iiearers. 

.laidv-  Jiailiss  was  a  widely  known  ami  ]iopu!ar  driver,  a  mar- 
ried num.  and  a  resident  of  Washinirton.  reiin.sylvaina.  He  was 
accounted  a  ivckle.ss  driver,  and  deli!i;hted  in  excitiuif  the  a])prehen- 
»ion  of  his  passeni^ers.  often  tillini;  them  with  terror  hy  specimens  of 
what  they  considered  re(d<less  driviuLT.  He  knew  the  danger  line 
however,  and  always  ki'pt  within  it.  Ilediove  thecoai  h  from  Clays- 
ville  to  Washinj'ton.  I'ennsvlvania.  in  whi(  h  (Jen.  TaN'lor  traveled  on 
his  way  to  the  Capital  to  assume  tln'  1 'residency. 

Heni-y  A.  Wise,  an  old  di'ivei-.  is  wtdl  i-ememliere(l  h\-  the  old 
])eople  of  the  roa<l  on  aecount  of  tlu"  (pniintness  of  his  <  haracter.  lie 
wa.s  n«)t  a  driver  on  tin*  National  IJoad.  i»ut  drove  the  nuiil  coacdi  from 
Tniontown  to  Morijantown.  \'iririnia.  Mr.  Sto(d<ton  had  the  eiui- 
tnict  for  carryini;  till'  nuiil  hetween  these  points,  and  Wise  was  his 
chief  drivel-,  and  pursued  this  eallinir  lor  many  yi-ars.  His  head- 
<puirlers  in  I'niontown  w  i-ie  at  the<)ld  Hart  tavern,  .laeksou's  favor- 
ite stopping  place.  n<)W'  the  Iloltd  Urunswit  k.  He  was  drivinix  on 
this  route  as  early  as  IHHC.  He  was  an  odd  i,'enius.  as  Mv.  .John  K. 
|{e»'sidc  .savs  of  him,  a  ••tvnieal  tifle  water  N'ii^inian.  '  He  elaimed 
to  hf  deseended  from  lilur  Moud.  and  simply  drove  staj^e  for  amuse- 
nienl.  He  always  had  plenty  of  slaek  in  liis  reins,  and  as  a  <onse- 
ipieiiee  rarely  kept  his  team  slraii^hl  in  the  mad.  It  is  said  that  on 
one  oeeasioii.  while  half  a  sleep  on  I  lie  lio.\.  his  team  turned  from  the 
road  throiii^h  an  opi-n  i^ap  into  a  li(dd.  and  eommeiieed  eajjerly  to 
<;ra/.e  on  the  i^rowin;;  clover.  Wi-^e  was  tall  and  spare,  and  hahitnally 
Wore  a  hii^h  silk  hat. 

.lohn  Huhn  was  a  driver  we>l  of  Washintrlon.  I'eniisylvania.  He 
married  a  daui;lit«'r  of  John  .MeCraekin.  a  well  known  and  pro.spenuis 
farmer  of  the  vicinity  of  ( 'lay>ville.  When  slai^e  lines  ili>No|ved  and 
slaue  loaehes  no  lon^^i-r  rattleil  over  the  old  pike,  .John  Hnli'i  .  MLja;^ed 
in   the  tunnin;^  husincs.s  at  Claysville,  an<l  was  successful 

I'efcr  Payne,  an  old  (Iriver  east  and  west  from  lu-yser  m  Hid^e. 
was  noird  as  an  expert  hand  at  a  i;ami'  of  poker.  He  was  usuallv  u 
winner,  and  hfim/  a  man  of  ic mioiiiii    hahil-   •>a\rd  hi-'-inall  ate  iiiim 
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lations  from  time  to  time  and  ultimately  became  rich.  He  often  sat 
down  to  a  game  with  Joseph  Dilly,  an  old  l)laclvsmitli  of  the  moun- 
tain division  of  the  road,  a  skillfull  player,  who,  like  Payne,  also 
greW'  rich. 

Frank  Lawson.  Avho  subsequently  kept  tavern  in  Triadelphia, 
was  a  stage  driver.  He  first  drove  on  Weaver's  Oliio  line,  next  on  a 
line  in  Kentucky,  w^here  he  upset  a  coach  causing  the  death  of  one  or 
more  of  his  passengers,  and  afterward  came  to  the  National  Road  and 
drove  between  Wheeling  and  Washington.  He  is  mentioned  b}'  Mr. 
Reeside  as  an  expert  driver  of  the  "Top  and  Bottom,"  or  Pennsyl- 
vania mode  of  driving. 

John  Stotler  was  among  the  drivers  on  the  first  line  of  stages. 
He  was  stoutly  built,  a  good  reinsman  and  a  popular  driver.  He 
drove  out  east  and  west  from  Cumberland.  John  Wlntney,  an  Eng- 
lishman, was  an  early  driver,  and  noted  for  his  caution  in  handling 
his  team  and  caring  for  the  comfort  and  safet}'  of  ])assengers. 

Joseph  Whisson  drove  from  Washington  to  (*laysville,  and  is 
well  remembered  and  highly  spoken  of  by  all  old  citizens  living  on 
that  section  of  the  road.  He  is  still  living  at  Triadelphia,  West 
Virginia. 

Jason  Eddy  was  one  of  the  man}'  drivers  sent  out  on  the  i"oad  in 
an  early  day  from  New  Jersey  by  "Commodore"  Eeeside,  as  James, 
the  old  stage  proprietor,  was  frequently  called.  Eddy  was  an  expert 
driver,  and  it  was  said  of  him  that  "he  could  turn  his  team  and  coach 
on  a  silver  dollar."  He  was  likewise  a  good  musician,  and  played 
well  on  the  bugle.  He  often  entertained  liis  passengers  wnth  stirring- 
bugle  blasts. 

William  Walker  was  a  careful  old  driver,  and  so  economical  that 
he  acquired  })ropert3'  from  the  savings  of  his  scanty  wages. 

William  Craver,  Edward  Hays  and  the  two  Welches  w'ere  old 
stage  drivers,  Avhose  names  were  familiar  along  the  road  in  its  early 
history. 

Isaac  Page,  first  named  by  Mr.  Reeside  as  a  good  driver  in  the 
Eastern  style,  was  a  Uniontown  man,  and  died  in  that  place  be- 
fore the  glories  of  the  old  road  had  waned.  He  left  a  widow  and  a 
son,  Charles,  who  went  to  New  York,  where  the  son  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, prospered  and  became  rich.  His  mother  was  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  her,  and  to  her  example  is  attributed  the  success  of 
the  son. 

Dr.  Thayer,  w^ho  subsequently  became  a  circus  ])roprietor,  com- 
menced driving  stage  on  the  National  Road  when  eighteen  years  of 
age.  He  drove  from  Uniontown  to  Farmington  on  the  "old  line " 
previous  to  1840.  He  was  a  skillful  driver,  and  subsequently  ac- 
chieved  success  as  a  circus  owner. 

Gideon  Bolton  (nicknamed  "Hoop-pole,"  from  the  circumstance 
of  his  coming  from  a  hoop-pole  region  in  Preston  county,  West  Vir- 
ginia), drove  man}' years  on  the  mountain  division  of  the  road,  and  is 
well  remembered. 
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James  MeCauley,  an  old  driver,  before  reaching  the  dignit}"  of  the 
Itox,  was  H  ••  postilion"  for  Eedding  Bunting  on  the  mail  coaches  from 
Somerticld  to  AVoodcock  Hill,  and  to  "Winding  ridge. 

Jack  Lee  was  a  spirited  driver,  and  would  have  been  called  a 
"dude"'  if  he  had  not  died  before  that  term  was  applied  to  persons  of 
fanciful  and  fashionable  appai'el.  He  drove  in  and  out  from  Cum- 
Ijcrland  and  was  contemporaneous  with  AVhitney. 

David  Bell,  an  old  stage  driver,  subse<[uently  ke])t  a  tavern  in 
C'laysville.  His  daughter  liecame  the  wife  of  Calvin  King,  an  officer 
(>i  niu-  of  the  C'laysville  banks. 

NVilliaiii  Corman.  an  old  stage  driver,  is  remembered  as  a  pal 
of  I)r.  John  F.  Braddee  in  the  celebrated  mail  robberies  of  1840,  at 
l^niontown.  Braddees  office  adjinned  Stockton's  stage  yard.  Cor- 
man drove  the  mail  coach,  and  handed  over  the  mail  bags  to  Braddee, 
who  i-ifled  them.  A  full  account  of  these  mail  robberies  is  given  else- 
where ill  tills  volume. 

John  Bennett  and  James  and  John  Bailiss  drove  out  west  from 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  for  many  years,  and  Avere  among  the  most 
careful  and  skillful  drivers.     Bennett  died  in  Hillsboro. 

Joshua  Johnson,  a  Canadian,  and  an  old  stage  driver,  married  a 
Miss  Slicer,  of  Flintstone,  Maryland,  and  subsequently  kept  a  tavern 
in  Ciimljcrlaiui.  • 
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The  first  Mail  Coaches —  The  stage  yard  at  Uniontovm  —  Employees  therein  —  Mr. 
Stockton  goes  back  on  John  Tyler  —  Names  of  Coaches  —  Henry  Clay  and  the 
drirers —  Anecdote  of  Clay,  and  Hxmes,  of  Claysville  —  Jenny  Lind  and  Phineas 
T.  Barnum  on  the  road  —  Exciting  race  between  an  old  liner  and  a  Good  Intent 
driver —  Old  Mount,  the  Giant  of  the  road  —  Sim  Houser,  Archie  McNeil,  Watty 
Noble,  the  Nestor  of  stage  drivers,  and  other  familiar  names. 

The  first  mail  coaches  wore  arranged  to  cany  but  three  passen- 
gers, in  addition  to  the  mail  pouches,  upon  a  model  furnished  by  the 
postoffice  department.  Drivers  and  residents  along  the  road  called 
the  passenger  compartment  of  the  earl^'  mail  coach  a  "monkey  box." 
This  was  at  the  front  end  of  the  vehicle,  and  rested  on  springs,  and 
the  mail  pouches  were  placed  behind  it,  on  a  lower  plane,  and  in  a 
long,  tight,  wooden  box  or  bed,  resting  on  the  axles  of  the  wagon, 
without  springs.  It  made  a  loud  noise  when  passing  over  the  road, 
was  altogether  a  curious  contrivance,  and  after  a  short  term  of  usage 
was  abandoned,  and  the  ordinarj-  passenger  coach  substituted  in  its 
stead.  Mr.  Stockton  established  a  coach  f\ictory  in  Uniontown,  where 
many  of  the  coaches  of  his  line  were  made,  and  as  necessity  from  time 
to  time  existed,  repaired.  Blacksmith  shops  were  also  set  up  in  con- 
nection with  this  factory,  where  the  stage  horses  of  the  Stockton  line 
were  shod.  It  was  called  the  "stage  3'ard,"  and  located  on  Morgan- 
town  street,  on  the  lot  now  covered  b}'  the  residence  and  grounds  of 
the  Hon.  Xathaniel  Ewing.  Many  mechanics  in  different  lines  of 
work  were  employed  in  the  ••  stage  yard,"  and  some  of  them  still 
linger  on  the  shores  of  time,  and  in  Uniontown.  -^^ Philip  Bogardus  is 
probabl}'  the  oldest  of  the  surviving  employees  of  the  old  stage  J'ard, 
and  is  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen  of  Uniontown.  He  was 
born  in  Dutchess  count}',  Xew  York,  September  25,  1811,  and  came 
to  Uniontown  in  1838.  On  his  journey  to  that  place  he  halted  for  a 
season  and  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  coach  trimmer,  at  Bloody 
Eun,  Bedford  county.  Pennsylvania,  and  there  first  met  and  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  Ilenr}-  Xycum,  the  well  remembered  and  respected 
old  blacksmith,  who  lived  many  years  in  Uniontown.  and  died  there 
about  a  year  ago.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Uniontown,  Bogardus 
obtained  employment  in  the  .stage  yard.  The  foreman  of  the  yard 
at  the  time  was  AVilliam  Gaddis. 

•■'  Died  recently. 
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Next  in  soninrity,  aiiioiii:;  tin-  siirviviiin'  t'liijiloycos  of  llio  s(:il:;c 
yani,  is  ^-Olaj.  Wiliiaiii  A.  J>i>iial(ls(iii.  itiu'  nl"  llu'  lirst  Uimiwii  cilizc'iis 
of  I'liioiitDW  II.  Hr  is  a  jiaiiittr.  lie  was  liurii  in  Emmottslmrix, 
Fivdi-ric  ((tuiily.  Mai-yland.  a  viila^r  siluatt-  ten  inili's  sdiitli  nJ  (it't- 
tysl»ui-^,  on  Fi'lifiiary  14,  ISIS.  and  canic  to  Tniontown  Fcliniary 
15,  1S:}9.  lit'  locati'il  tirst  at  lirownsvilli-.  and  ivniaincd  tliciva  yoar 
and  u])wanls  l»ofoiv  i^oinj^  to  Uniontown.  His  tii-st  c'n<xa«xenu'nt  in 
Uniontow  n  was  with  ( '<»1.  William  H.  Rolicrts.  in  wIjosc  siTvicc  he 
eonlinned  ahont  a  year,  after  which  he  enti-red  the  stai^e  yanl  as  a 
jtainter  and  urnaineiiter  of  coaehes.  Jle  is  not  only  a  skillful  artisan, 
but  H  <^entK'Mian  well  read  in  history.  |>hiI<iso|ih\'.  theoloiry.  and  |ioli- 
ties.  in  short  a  i^ood  and  iisidul  citizen.  When  l>r.  Hi'addi-*'  was  tirst 
lodijetl  in  tiie  I'niontown  Jail  for  i-oljhin^  the  mails.  Maj.  i>i)naMson 
called  in  the  evenini;  to  see  him.  The  accused  was  ]tlaeed  in  (  liar-^e 
of  a  special  police  force,  whitdi  consisted  of  Zadoc  (,'raci*aft,  (Jeori^e 
Mai'tin.  anil  Stewart  S]ieers.  who '-stood  ifuard"  over  tlu-  noted  ]»ris- 
oncr.  Soon  after  Maj.  Donaldson  enteivil  the  Jail  the  ijiianlsmen  in- 
forme(|  him  thtit  they  were  very  huni:;rv,  and  desired  to  fj;o  down 
town  to  net  .some  oysters,  ami  i"e(jnested  him  to  remain  in  char<^e  of 
the  itrisoiu'i"  until  they  n-turm-fl.  To  this  ^faj.  Donaldson  assented, 
jtrovidcd  the  hungry  ^^uardsnieii  would  speedily  ivturn.  They  weul 
out  for  oystei-s  and  did  not  get  hack  until  one  o'clock  in  the  mornin;^. 
The  Major  and  the  Doctor.  Iiein<x  ol<l  ac<|uaintances.  spent  the  inter- 
vening lime  as  |)leasantly  as  circumstances  wouhl  adnnt  of,  hut  it 
was  not  exactly  the  thiuij  the  .Major  had  liai't^ained  for.  Mr.  Stocdvton 
had  one  of  his  coachcH  named  John  Tyler,  in  honor  of  the  vice-presi- 
dent of  tlu'  tirst  Hari'ison  administration.  \Vh«-n  TyU-r.  hy  the  death 
of  Harrison.  snccce<lcd  to  the  presidt-ncy.  and  veto»'d  tlu-  I'nitt-d  Stati-s 
hank  hill.  .Mr.  Stockton  was  very  much  auijered  tlu'rcat.  and  .ir<»in.i; 
into  tlu-  stau»!  yard,  soon  after  the  veto  was  announced,  accosti'il  .Maj. 
Donaldson  thus;  ••  F)onaldson.  cant  you  erase  that  name  (  pointini;  to 
tin-  T_\  ler  coach;  JU'd  suhstitute  another?  I  won  t  have  on«'  of  my 
coaches  named  for  a  traitor."  ''('ertainly  I  can,"  r«'plieil  Donaldson, 
■•what  shall  the  new  name  he?  "  ''('all  it  (Jen.  Harrison.  '  said  Stock- 
Ion.  •••Ml  riLrht,'"  said  I)onaldsoii.  and  the  chaiii^c  was  made.  Maj. 
I>oiialdson  was  a  Denioci'at,  and  much  amusi-d  li\-  the  incident. 

Hohert  \j.  Harry,  the  widl  reniemhered  old  nu!r«duint  ot  I'nion- 
town.  was,  in  his  yotinm-r  days,  a  paintei-  in  the  old  stai^e  yar<l.  (  Mher 
jiainlers  in  the  stai;e  yanI  were  William  Md^iiilken.  William  .Mc.Mul- 

lin.  William  Cri-tiild. .Mathioi.  lOhi-ui'/.i-r  .Man  hews,  (Jeortic  Stai-r. 

Alex.  Kowlei-  and  Harrison  Wi;^i;ins.  Lt'wis  Mohley  wasalsoa  painter  in 
the  sta^e  yard.  He  suhseipu-ntly  niovt'd  to  liUZ-erne  township.  Kayettt' 
county.  Pennsylvania,  hecanu'  a  farmer  and  local  politician.  \lr  lunl 
niany  tjood  points  of  character  and  many  warm  friemls.  He  died  in 
Lu/.erne  townshi])  a  numher  ol  years  ai^o.  The  Uelfords.  father  and 
thre««  .sons,  were  of  the  si  a  <;e  vard  force,  woi'ki-rs  in  wckmI.  They  came 
from  New  Jersey,  and  were  near  relal  ives  of  the  old  and  dislin«^uishe<l 

<■  nic<l  .Inly  27lh.  isn't. 
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Prchil)3'tcrian  preacher,  Rev.  A.  G.  Fuirehild,  D.I).    Tlie  Beltords  went 
west,  and  in  all  probability  have  passed  from  earth  to  scenes  beyond. 

Armstrong  Hadden,  the  old  postmaster  and  banker,  of  Union - 
town  Avorked  a  number  of  j^ears  in  the  stage  yard  on  harness  and 
^'thorough  braces."  He  learned  his  trade  with  Westley  Frost,  of 
Brownsville.  Thorough  braces  were  the  leather  springs,  thick  and 
wide,  upon  which  the  coach  body  was  placed.  Alex.  McLean,  the 
old  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners,  also  worked  on  harness  and 
braces. 

Charles  Brower  was  a  trimmer.  He  came  from  Baltimore,  and 
went  from  the  stage  yard  in  Uniontowni  to  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
sinec  which  time  he  has  made  no  sign  so  far  as  known. 

Abram  Rogers  was  a  worker  on  ''thorough  braces.''  Othei"  work- 
ers in  wood  were  Isaac  and  Simon  Sampsell,  Israel  Hogue,  and 
Frank  Wilkinson.  Among  the  blacksmiths  of  the  old  stage  yard  were 
James  Rush,  who  subsequently  Avent  to  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
Avhere  he  lived  many  years,  and  until  his  death,  which  occurred  re- 
cently, Thomas  Haymaker,  and  his  son,  Leroy,  Thomas  Stew^art, 
Michael  Claybaugh,  Jesse  King,  Thomas  King,  James  Keenan,  Fred 
Reamer,  Abram  Haldeman,  Seth  White,  Hugh  Rogers,  and  Jacol), 
Isaac  and  Robert  Prettyman. 

The  inevitable  company  store  was  connected  with  the  stage  yard, 
but  it  was  not  so  odious  then  as  now.  It  was  located  on  Morgantown 
street,  in  the  Iniilding  now"  occupied  by  the  Ellis  music  store,  and  man- 
aged by  John  Ketfer,  who  is  well  remembered  by  all  the  old  citizens 
of  Uniontown.  George  Martin  was  a  clerk  in  the  company  store. 
Coaches  were  all  named  after  the  manner  of  steamboats,  and  more 
recently,  sleeping  cars  on  the  leading  railroads.  The  name  of  every 
State  of  the  Union  Avas  utilized  for  this  purpose,  and  the  realms 
of  fancy  were  likewise  explored.  The  coach  named  for  Pennsyl- 
vania bore  the  legend  Keystone  State;  Ohio  was  honored  under  the 
name  Buckeye  State,  New  Hampshire,  the  Clranite  State,  Massachu- 
setts, the  Bay  State,  and  so  on.  Among  the  fancy  names  em- 
ployed, the  old  pike  boy  will  readily  recall  the  following:  Fashion, 
Palmetto,  Central  Route,  Jewess,  Beauty,  Palhtinder,  vSamaratan,  High- 
hiJider,  Ivanhoe,  Herald,  Industry,  National,  Rei»ublic,  Protection, 
Brilliant,  Atlas,  Sultana,  Clarendon,  Chancellor,  Moravian,  Mianto- 
noma.  Loch  Lomond.  Warriors,  statesmen  and  old  stagers  were  re- 
membered and  honored  in  the  names  following :  Washington,  Lafayette. 
General  Wayne,  General  St.  Clair,  General  Jackson,  General  Harri- 
son, Rough  and  Ready,  meaning  General  Taylor,  General  Worth, 
General  Cass,  Colonel  Benton,  Madison,  Monroe,  Henry  Clay,  The 
President,  James  K.  Polk,  Purviance.  Daniel  Moore,  L.  W.  Stockton, 
General  Moorehead,  David  Shriver,  William  H.  Stelle,  James  C.  Ache- 
son,  Columbus,  Pocahontas,  Santa  Anna.  Countries  and  cities  were 
honored  in  the  names  that  follow :  Yucatan,  Gi"een  Bay,  Oronoco,  Tam- 
l)ico,  Bangor,  Mexico,  Buena  Vista,  New  Orleans.  Erie,  Lexington, 
Vicksburg,  Natchez,  Trenton,  San  Francisco,  Mobile,  Troy,  Wj-andott, 
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Idaho,  Aslilaml,  Wt'stiiiorelaiid.  Alk\i:;aiiy.  JJaritaii.  Yuuiihioiilifiiy. 
Gautemala,  Panama.  Hungarian,  Montgomerv,  Paoli.  Tuscaloosa. 
One  coach  took  in  a  heniis])hc'rc.  and  wa.s  called  America.  Another 
was  named  <^urcn  Vietoi'ia  in  the  old  stai^c  flays,  as  now,  the  rciicning 
sovereign  of  Knglaml.  while  anotlici-  ivndrrcd  homage  to  deal' old 
Ireland,  hy  heai'ing  the  legenil,  Mrin  (io  liragh.  Wluii  Harrison,  the 
tirst.  Polk  and  Taylor  passed  over  the  road  to  the  capital,  to  l)e  installed 
in  the  presidential  ottiee.  a  s])Iendid  new  eoaeh  was  jirovided  foi*  each 
occasion,  ealK'il  the  l^ivsident.  in  which  the  President-elect  ami  his 
immediate  family  weiv  conveyed.  The  |n-esidential  parties  did  not 
travel  in  tiie  night  time.  Init  rested  at  stations  along  the  road  until 
moi-iiing.  At  Cniontown.  President  Harrison  and  ])arly  sto]i])ed  over 
night  at  the  Walk'er  honst-.  now  called  the  Central.  Polk  lodged  at 
the  National  aii<l  Taylor  at  llie  ("linton.  The  Walker  and  Clinton 
were  not  stage  hi>nses.  hut  <he  distinguished  ])assengers  were  rpiai'tered 
thei'ein.  i"es])ectively.  for  the  pui'])ose.  ]trolialily.  of  conciliating  some 
local  ])olitical  intluences. 

Henry  ('lay  knew  many  of  the  old  stage  ilrivci's  ])ersonally.  and 
woidil  call  them  hy  name  when  he  met  them  at  ditfen-nt  jioints  along 
the  road.  Ih-  not  only  made  acfjuaintances and  friends  of  t lie  drivers,  hut 
of  the  tavern  kee]>ers  and  ]»ersons  in  other  em])loyments  on  the  road. 
David  Mahaney.  now  living  in  hnnliar.  kept  tavern  at  various  jioints 
on  tile  mountain  division  of  the  roa<l.  and  often  entertained  .Mr.  Clay, 
and  hecanie  well  ac(pniin(ed  with  him.  One  Humes,  of  Claysville. 
wa.s  wont  to  Itoast  of  the  familiarity  with  which  lie  was  recognized  hy 
-Mr.  Clay.  While  the  teams  were  heing  (diangetl  at  stations,  ^^l•.Clay 
was  in  the  hahit  of  getting  out  of  the  coach  and  going  in  to  tlu-  taverns. 
On  occasion  of  one  of  these  shoi"!  stojis.  Unmes  was  int  I'oduced  to  M  r. 
Clay.  On  the  i<'luni  trip,  less  than  a  year  afterward.  Humes  heard 
of  his  coming,  and  hastened  to  the  station  to  givet  him.  TUv  coach 
was  <lriven  up  and  Mr.  Cla\-  got  out.  hut  hefore  entering  the  tavern 
espied  Humes  approaching,  and  when  near  enough  to  he  heard,  saiil: 
•There  comes  my  friend  Humes. '  and  gave  him  a  coi-dial  hand-shak- 
ing.  Humes  was  delighted,  and  nevci-  wearied  in  telling  the  story  of 
his  acfpiaintance  wit  h  ( 'law 

When  .lennie  I>iiid.  the  world  renowiicci  songstress,  made  her 
first  professi<»iial  visit  to  the  Cniti'd  Stati-s.  .she  returned  east  from  her 
western  tour  hy  way  of  the  National  Poad.  in  company  with  her 
troup<'.  and  in  •cliartered  '  coaches  of  the  Stockton  lim-.  'IMiis  was 
at  least  forty  yeai-s  ago.  prohahly  a  little  more  than  that.  I'.  T. 
Hai'num.  the  celchi-atecl  slntwrnan.  was  the  great  singer's  manager, 
ami  was  with  heron  the  occasion  rcferreil  to.  The  jiarly  remained 
ovt-r  nigiit  at  Hoss  Hush's  tavern,  twelve  miles  east  of  riii(ml<twn. 
The  ptMtple  along  the  road  liear<l  of  the  coming  of  the  distinguished 
fi'aveh-rs.  and  a  nuniher  assemhlcfl  at  I  lie  tavern  in  the  evening  to 
get  a  glimpse  of  them.  William  ShatVer  drov«'  the  coach  in  which 
Harnum  was  .seateil.  and  when  he  halted  in  fi-ont  of  the  tavern  one 
of  tin-  curious  called  up  to  the  clrivcron  the  hox  and  in<piired:    ••  Which 


168  THE    OLD    PIKE. 

is  Barnnm?"  Shaffer  answered  gruffly:  "I  dont  know  Barnuni 
from  the  devil."  Barnum,  meanwhile,  had  emerged  from  the  coach, 
and  standing  by  its  side  overheard  the  inquiry  and  the  driver's  reply, 
and  stepping  up  to  the  inquisitor  said  to  him:  "I  am  Barnum;  the 
driver  is  right,  it  is  hard  to  distinguish  me  from  the  devil."  The 
party  entered  the  good  old  tavern  and  were  entertained  and  lodged 
in  the  handsome  style  for  which  Boss  Eush  was  greatly  and  justly 
distinguished.  Fresh  trout  were  served  for  breakfast,  Avhich  had  been 
taken  the  day  before  in  a  near  by  mountain  stream  by  F.  B.  Titlow 
and  young  Boss  Eush,  then  a  lad  of  sixteen.  Titlow,  now  one  of  the 
best  known  citizens  of  the  vicinity  of  Uniontown,  and  still  a  lover 
of  fishing  and  hunting,  was  then  an  apprentice  to  the  tailoring  trade 
at  Farmington.  under  tne  guidance  of  John  Hair.  Young  Boss, 
grown  gray,  still  lingers  about  the  portals  of  his  father's  old  tavern, 
musing  over  the  memories  of  the  old  pike. 

William  G.  Beck,  an  old  stage  driver,  still  living  in  Fairfield, 
Iowa,  has  vivid  recollections  of  the  road.  In  a  letter  he  states 
that,  "if  there  is  anything  in  the  world  that  makes  him,  at  the  age  of 
seventj^-four,  jump  up  and  crack  his  heels  together  and  wish  he  was 
11  boy  again,  it  is  reading  about  the  men  and  things  of  the  ^National 
Eoad."  He  is  a  son  of  James  Beck,  of  the  old  bridge  building  tirm, 
and  commenced  to  drive  stage  on  the  Old  line  when  in  his  minority. 
He  was  born  in  Uniontown  in  1819,  went  to  Iowa  in  1847,  and  was 
on  the  National  Eoad  as  a  stage  driver  as  late  as  1840.  In  his  letter 
he  states  that  in  1846  the  Old  line  and  the  Good  Intent  both  carried 
the  mails.  There  was  a  "Lock  mail "  in  leather  pouches,  and  a  "  Can- 
vass mail,"  the  latter  very  frequently  called  "the  second  nuxil,"  carried 
in  alternate  months  by  the  respective  lines.  In  December,  1846,  he 
says  the  Old  line  carried  the  "  Lock  mail."  The  details  of  an  exciting 
race  on  the  road  he  furnishes  as  follows:  "A  Gfood  Intent  coach  was 
driven  by  Jacob  Cronch  to  the  railway  station,  immediately  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  train  at  Cumbei'land,  loaded  up  with  the  'Canvass 
mail,"  and  started  off  under  full  speed  for  the  West.  The  'Lock 
mail,'  which  fell  to  me,  was  taken  to  the  postofhce  and  overhauled, 
causing  a  considerable  detention.  While  waiting  in  front  of  the  post- 
office  for  the  mail  bags,  Jacob  8huck  and  other  Good  Intent  drivers 
chided  me  with  the  fact  that  the -Canvass"  had  such  a  start  that  I 
could  not  get  near  it.  I  made  up  my  mind  that  if  it  was  in  the  hides 
of  my  two  teams  I  would  catch  him,  and  pass  him.  It  was  after 
nightfall,  and  in  crossing  a  water  way  in  (Cumberland  my  lamps  went 
out,  and  what  I  deemed  a  calamity  turned  out  in  the  end  to  be  an 
advantage.  As  soon  as  I  crossed  the  Wills  creek  bridge,  I  put  my 
team  in  a  full  run  and  never  pulled  them  up  until  I  reached  Eock 
Hill,  seven  miles  out  of  Cumberland.  At  that  point,  in  the  winding 
of  the  road,  I  espied  the  lights  on  the  coach  of  my  rival,  while  he, 
by  reason  of  the  going  out  of  my  lights,  was  unable  to  see  me, 
although,  on  the  long  stretches,  he  was  constantly  watching  for  a 
glimpse  of  me.     Much  to  his  surprise  I  drew  up  along  side  of  him, 
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tiinl  side  \<y  side  we  drovr  iiiln  Frost Ijui'l;',  lasliiii<;-  our  tired  R'HIus  at 
every  juini).  Tlic  grooms  at  the  Frosthurg  station  had  my  second 
team  hitclu-il  to  the  coach  l)y  the  time  I  Avas  fairly  stopped.  A 
friendly  driver  j-an  with  the  way  mail  to  the  Fi'osthui-g  ])ostotti('e,  while 
allot  her  I'c-lit  my  lamps.  1  did  not  leave  my  seat.  The  reins  over 
the  fresh  team  were  tlirown  up  to  me.  and  I  was  (df  again  in  a  full 
run.  The  way  mail  hag  was  thrown  into  the  front  hoot  as  1  dashed 
past  tlie  postofKee.  At  Sand  Spring  (foot  of  Big  Savage)  1  passed 
the  'Canvass'  and  held  the  lead,  trotting  my  team  every  inch  of  the 
road  to  I'iney  Grove,  tin- end  of  my  route,  whi(di  1  reaeiied  twenty-two 
minutes  in  advance  of  my  competitor.  Lcm  Cross  kcjit  the  tavern 
Avhere  our  line  stopped  at  Piney  Grove.  J  made  my  route  of  tAvenfy- 
two  miles  with  two  teams  in  two  hours  and  ten  minutes,  fourteen 
miles  of  the  distanei-.  to  the  toil  of  Bii>:  Savairc,  licinji;  ascendiuir 
grade.  James  iu-ynoids  relieved  me  at  Piney  Grove,  and  my  com- 
jietitor  was  relieved  at  that  jioint  hy  Joshua  Boyd." 

Among  old  stage  drivi-rs  there  was  one  conspicuous  aliove  all 
others,  on  account  of  his  inimeiise  size.  It  was  Montgomery  Dem- 
mings,  knoAvn  as--()]d  .Mount."  He  was  .six  feet  and  upward  in 
height,  and  his  average  weight  was  four  liundred  and  sixty-five.  It 
was  a  common  remark-,  in  the  days  of  staging  on  the  National  I\oad, 
that  '-Old  Moinil  on  I  lie  fronl  lioot  of  a  coach  halaiiced  all  the  trunks 
that  could  be  [mt  in  the  rear  hoot."  As  he  grew  ohl  liis  weight  in- 
crea.sed.  and  at  his  death.  u|»on  authority  of  liis  widow,  who  is  still 
living,  was  six  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  He  was  horn  and  reared 
ill  .MIciitown,  Xew  Jersey,  and  was  sent  oiii  on  the  road  in  18oG  hy 
James  Ifeeside.  Ilis  first  service  Avas  on  the  •June  JJug  Line."  a  line 
of  hi"ief  existence.  Itut  full  ofdasliand  spii'it.  -Old  Mount"  married 
the  widoAV  of  Joseph  Magee.  on  May  3,  188!».  The  clergvman  Avho 
])ci'formed  the  niai-riage  ceremony  Avas  the  IJev.  John  W.  Phillips,  of 
Uniontown.  Joseph  Magee  was  a  hhuksmilh.  His  residence  and 
sho])  were  on  the  roadside,  at  the  west  end  of  L  niontown.  near  the 
]>resent  loll  house.  lie  owned  sixteen  acres  of  land  on  the  noi-fh- 
east  side  of  liic  road.  wlii(  h  now  forms  a  part  id"  the  (iihnore  Iracl. 
and  his  widow,  who  is  also  the  widow  of  ■■  ()\t\  .Mouiil."  is  slill  li\ing 
Avith  a  third  hiishand.  one  Thomas,  of"  Wales.  Jler  |)reseiit  home  is  in 
Allegheny  <  "ity.  I*a..anil  she  continues  to  draw  a  dower  inteiist  from  ihi" 
land  owned  hy  her  first  h  us  I  mud.  a  hove  iiientioiu'(l.  ■■Old  .Mount  "  has  a 
sfin.  .\mos  I'^-ishie  Di-mmings.  li\  ingm-ar  his  mother,  named  alter  Amos 
Frishie,  who  lived  in  riiiontown  many  yi-ars  ago.  and  i-arried  on  the 
husiness  of  stoA'c  making.  A  fter  driving  a  stage  for  a  numher  of  years, 
"Old  Moiiiil  rcliii(|iiisli((  I  Ids  con  iicri  inn  w  ii  li  I  lie  passenger  eoaidies, 
and  liecaiiie  a  driver  on  t  lie  i'.\|tress  lim-.  This  line  carried  small  pack- 
ages o|  liirht  goods,  and  o\sters.  known  as  fast  frtdghl.  an<l  the  people 
along  the  road.  h\-  way  of  derision,  called  it  '• 'I'he  Shake  Giit  I, inc." 
I'lic  \'(ddclcs  of  tin-  line  were  loni^-  and  strong  hoN  sliaiied  wagons, 
somelhiii^-  like  the  wagons  use(|  for  I  raiispoiM  i  iii;'  a  iiieiia^crie.  Thev 
Were  drawn  hy  four  horses,  with    relays  at  eslahlisln'd  points,  driven 
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by  check  reins  or  lines,  as  sta^'c  teams  were  driven.  The  S])eed  of  the 
express  wagons  was  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  coaches  of  the  stage 
lines.  They  made  a  great  noise  in  their  rapid  passage  over  the  road, 
and  coming  down  some  of  the  long  hills,  could  be  heard  for  miles. 
By  the  side  of  the  drivers  frequently  sat  one  or  more  wa_\'-goers  whose 
necessities  impelled  them  to  seek  cheap  transportation.  What  propor- 
tion of  their  meagre  fai'es  went  to  the  driver,  and  what  to  the  owners 
of  the  line,  has  never  been  definitely  ascertained.  -'(Jld  Mount"  stuck 
to  the  road  until  its  glory  began  to  fade,  and  in  April,  1851,  left  Union- 
town  and  removed  with  his  famil}' to  Brownsville,  where  he  remained 
about  eighteen  months.  While  residing  at  Brownsville,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  hauling  goods  from  the  steamboat  landing  at  that  ]>lace  to 
points  in  Avestern  Virginia,  along  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad,  then  undergoing  construction.  He  ownied  the  team  he  drove 
in  this  employment.  From  Brownsville  he  went  to  South  Side  Pitts- 
burg, then  a  separate  municipality,  called  Birmingham.  From  that 
])oint  he  continued  the  hauling  of  goods  to  western  Virginia,  and  also 
kept  a  l)oarding  house.  He  did  not  remain  in  Birmingham  longer  than 
two  years,  probably  not  that  long,  and  moved  from  there  to  McKees- 
port,  where  h-e  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  having  previously  leased 
the  Eagle  House  at  that  place.  He  died  at  McKeesport  on  3Iarch  4, 
1855,  and  was  buried  there.  His  death  occurred  in  less  than  a  year 
after  he  went  to  McKeesport,  and  thus  terminated  the  career  of  one 
whose  name,  half  a  century  ago,  was  familiarly  spoken  iji  every  town, 
tavern  and  wayside  cabin,  fi'om  Baltimore  to  Wheeling. 

Simeon  Houser  was  a  stage  driver.  When  stages  left  the  road 
Simeon  went  to  tavern  keeping.  He  kept  the  old  house  Avhich  stood 
on  tlie  lot  now  occupied  by  tlie  i-esidencc  of  Dr.  Ewing,  in  Union- 
town.  It  was  called  the  '•  Buzzard's  Roost,"  not  by  reason  of  any 
ba<l  fame  of  Simeon  Houser,  for  it  had  that  name  before  he  got  there. 
Simeon  was  a  very  fall  man,  and  raw  boned,  with  strongly  nuirked 
face  and  features.  He  served  a  number  of  years  as  constable  of 
Uniontown.  In  1851  William  Biglei-  and  William  F.  Johnson,  rival 
candidates  for  governor,  visited  Uniontown.  Bigler  took  in  Greene 
county  on  his  tour,  and  coming  over  to  Fayette,  struck  the  National 
lioad  at  Searight's,  Avliere  he  met  a  popular  ovation.  His  friends  in 
that  vicinity  made  a  large  raft  of  logs,  which  they  placed  on  a  strong- 
wagon,  and  with  a  team  of  six  white  horses  hauled  to  Uniontown, 
the  Brownsville  l)rass  band  seated  on  tlie  raft  and  discoursing  music, 
as  the  procession  moved  along  the  road.  Biglei",  in  his  early  days, 
had  been  employed  in  constructing  and  running  rafts  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  and  his  supporters  stirred  np  enthusiasm  for  him  by 
calling  liim"The  Raftsman  of  the  Susquehanna."  He  was  elected, 
not  because  he  Avas  a  raftsman,  but  because  the  Democrats  of 
tliat  day  outnumbered  the  Whigs.  Johnston,  his  competitor,  was  a 
AV'hig.  The  present  Republican  party  Avas  not  then  in  existence. 
Simeon  Houser,  aforesaid,  drove  the  big  white  team  that  hauled  the 
raft,  and  this  is  why  allusion  is  made  to  the  incident.     It  Avas  a  grand 
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(lay  lor  Simeon.  Mr.  Biglei-  .spoke  tVoiii  the  rail  in  IJirrer's  wodds, 
west  of  Uniontowii,  to  a  great  jiiultitinK'.  and  Dr.  Smith  Fuller, 
.'standing-  on  the  same  raft,  made  the  speeeh  of  weleome.  Simeon 
Ilouser,  like  hundreds  of  old  pike  boys,  yiehU'd  u])  his  Wfc  in  defense 
of  the  Stars  and  Stri])es. 

llenr}'  Farweil.  falliri-  ol'  tlie  Broadway  prinlci-.  was  an  old 
stage  driver.  He  eame  to  rniontown  in  hSo!*.  -the  winter  of  the  deep 
snow."  lie  eame  on  the  Oyster  Line  from  Little  Crossings,  working 
his  way  through  the  snow,  which  averaged  a  depth  of  four  feet  on 
the  Kvrl.  ami  was  three  days  on  the  way.  Tlie  oyster  boxes  were 
l)laee(l  on  a  sled,  drawn  hy  six  horses,  and  the  Oyster  Line  made  as 
good  time  as  the  stage  lines  while  the  deep  snow  lasted,  and  passenger 
coaches,  like  oyster  boxes,  were  moved  on  sleds.  Farweil  eame  to 
Uniontown  in  obedience  to  an  ortler  of  one  of  the  stao;e  lines,  to  take 
(diarge  of  a  team  at  that  place.  lie  drove  stage  for  ten  years,  one- 
half  of  the  lime  in  Ohio.  When  the  staging  daj's  were  over  on  the 
old  road.  Farweil  located  in  Uniontown,  and  carried  on  the  trade  of 
shoemaking.  Avhich  he  learned  before  he  took  to  stage  driving.  lie 
owned  the  lot  on  which  the  National  15ank  of  Fayetft'  county  now 
stands.  He  has  been  dead  several  j-ears,  and  is  well  remembered  by  the 
older  citizens  of  Uniontown. 

Archie  McNeil  was  of  the  class  of  merry  stage  drivers,  and  en- 
livened the  road  with  his  (piaint  tricks  ami  humorous  jokes.  His  service 
as  a  driver  wascontined  for  the  most  part  to  the  westei'u  eiulof  the  I'oad, 
between  Brownsville  and  Wheeling.  An  unsophisticated  youth  from  the 
back  country,  of  ungainly  Ioimii  and  manners,  ncai-  tlie  close  of  the 
forties,  sauntered  into  Washington.  Pennsylvania,  to  seek  employment. 
with  an  amliitiou  not  unconinKui  among  young  men  of  that  period,  to 
become  a  stage  driver.  In  his  wanderings  about  (he  town  he  halted  at 
the  National  House,  then  ke])t  by  Edwai'd  Lane,  wlieic  lie  fell  in  with 
Archie  McNeil,  and  to  him  made  known  tlu-olijecl  of  his  visit.  Archie, 
ever  iva<ly  to  jierpetrale  a  joke,  encouraged  the  aspirations  ot  the 
y<»ung  "greenhoiii,  "  ami  ((uestioned  him  concerning  his  experience 
in  driving  hor.ses  and  divers  other  matters  and  things  pertaining  to 
llic  work  he  ])i-oposed  to  engage  in.  0])])osite  ihe.XarKnial  House, 
on  the  Maiden  stn-et  front,  there  was  a  long  wooden  shed,  into  which 
eni|ily  conches  were  run  lor  >lieller.  the  tongues  thereof  protruding 
toward  the  street.  McNeil  pi-opost-d  to  the  supplicating  yoiit  h  that 
he  furnish  a  practical  illustration  of  his  talent  as  a  driver,  to  which 
hi'  readily  assentc<l.  and  ci-ossing  the  street  to  the  shed  wlu-re  the 
coaches  weri-.  he  was  cum  niandiMJ  to  cjjnili  up  on  I  he  d  ri\-er"s  seal, 
which  he  ])i'omptly  did.  McXciJ  I  hen  fastened  a  lull  set  of  yv\\\s 
used  for  driving,  to  I  he  en<l  of  I  he  coach  tongue,  and  hamled  them 
up  to  the  young  nuni.  He  next  jdaced  in  his  hands  a  driver's  whip, 
and  lold  him  to  show  what  he  coidd  do.  The  co;i(di  bodies,  it  will 
he  remembered,  wei-e  placed  on  long,  wide,  and  stout  leather  springs, 
which  caused  a  gentle  ro(d<iiig  when  in  motion.  The  young  weakling, 
fully  e<iuipped  as  a  driver,  swayed  him.self  hack  and  forth,  ci-ac  kcd  the 
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whip  firf;t  on  one  side,  and  then  on  the  other  of  the  tongue,  rocked 
the  coach  vehemently,  manipukated  thereins  in  various  forms  and  with 
great  pomp,  and  continued  exercising  himself  in  this  manner  for  a 
considerable  time,  without  evincing  the  slightest  consciousness  that 
he  was  the  victim  of  a  joke.  A  number  of  persons,  the  writer  in- 
cluded, witnessed  this  ludicrous  scene,  and  heartilv  enjoved  the  fun. 
Among  the  spectators  was  James  Ci.  Blaine,  then  a  student  at  AVashing- 
tou  college.  McXeil  Avas  a  son-in-law  of  Jack  Bailiss.  the  old  driver 
before  mentioned,  and  when  stage  lines  were  withdrawn  from  the 
road  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Oskaloosa. 

Wattv  Xoble  might  well  be  esteemed  the  Xestor  of  stage  drivers. 
He  commenced  his  career  as  a  driver  on  the  Bedford  and  Chambers- 
burg  pike.  His  route  on  that  road  Avas  between  Eeamers  and  the 
Juniata  Crossinijs,  via  Lilly's  and  Eav's  Hills,  a  distance  of  ten  miles, 
and  his  average  time  betAveen  the  points  named,  was  one  hour  and 
thirty  minutes.  He  drove  one  team  on  this  route  for  a  period  of  ten 
years  Avithout  losing  or  exchanging  a  horse.  He  subsequently  droA'e 
for  five  consecutive  years  on  the  National  Eoad.  between  Brownsville 
and  Hillsboro.  and.  as  the  old  pike  boys  AAcre  accustomed  to  say.  ••  leveled 
the  road."  When  he  "got  the  start."  no  other  driver  could  pass  him. 
unless  in  case  of  accident.  He  was  not  a  shoAvy  reinsman.  but  noted 
for  keeping  his  team  well  and  long  together.  In  personal  habits  he 
was  quiet  and  steady,  and  no  man  ever  impeached  his  honesty  or 
fidelity.  Jim  Burr,  the  famous  old  driver  elseAvhere  mentioned.  Avas 
a  son-in-law  of  Watty  Xoble. 

Charley  Bostick.  a  stage  driver  who  lived  in  Uniontown.  gained 
a  somewhat  unsavory  reputation  as  one  of  the  principals  in  a  social 
scandal,  involving  the  name  of  a  prominent  old  UniontoAvn  merchant. 
The  incident  produced  great  agitation  in  UniontOAvn  society  at  the 
time,  and  its  disajjrreeable  details  are  stored  awav  in  the  memories  of 
all  the  older  citizens  of  that  place.  Imt  it  is  doubtful  if  three-fourths 
of  its  ])resent  inhabitants  CAer  heard  of  it.  On  the  night  of  the  occur- 
rence it  fell  to  Bosticks  lot  in  the  rounds  of  his  regular  service  as  a 
driver,  to  take  a  coach  from  Uniontown  to  Farmington.  but  he  was  so 
prominently  and  closely  identified  Avith  the  event  referred  to  that  he 
deemed  it  expedient  to  employ  a  substitute,  Avhich  he  procured  in  the 
person  of  -Dumb  Ike,"  competent  for  the  service  and  the  occasion, 
and  ever  ready  for  such  exisrencies. 

Alfred  Wolf,  an  old  stage  driA'er.  is  remembered  as  a  large,  fine 
looking  and  blustering  sort  of  a  man.  His  A\ife  Avas  a  sister  of  Watson 
and  Eobinson  Murphy,  two  well  known,  thrifty  and  highly  esteemed 
farmers  of  FaA-ette  countA*.  PennsAdvania.  The  marria$re  ceremony 
that  made  Miss  Martha  Murphy  the  lawful  wife  of  Alfred  Wolf  Avas  per- 
formed by  the  late  Hon.  William  Hatfield,  when  that  gentleman  Avas 
an  acting  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Eedstone  township,  and  the  writer 
hereof  was  present  at  the  wedding.  When  stage  driA*ers  were  no 
longer  required  on  the  Xational  Eoad.  Alfred  Wolf  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  tavern  keeping,  and  for  a  number  of  years  kept  a  public  house 
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in  Mcf  Mellandtowii ;  and  when  the  strife  between  the  States  culminated 
in  actual  hostilities,  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  and  perished  in  the 
cause.  Jlis  widow  went  to  Ohio,  re-married,  and  is  still  living  in  that 
State. 

Henry  G.  Marcy.  called  Governor,  because  of  his  near  kinshi)) 
to  the  old  time,  distinguished  New  York  statesman  of  that  name,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  the  War  Dejtartnient  during  the  conflict  with 
Mexico,  was  a  stage  di-ivt-r  and  lived  in  Uniojitown.  He  was  a  small 
man  in  stature,  but  had  a  l»i-ight  and  clear  intellect.  He  died  in 
Uniontown  a  number  of  years  ago  at  an  advanced  age,  leaving  a 
widow,  still  surving.  but  <|iiite  feeble  l)y  reason  of  her  great  age. 
George  K.  Marcy,  also  called  Governor,  a  well  known  and  active 
Democi'atic  ])olitician  of  Uniontown.  is  a  son  of  the  old  driver. 

Jo.'^eph  Hughes,  an  old  stage  driver,  is  still  living  in  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  vivacious  and  s]»rightly  despite  the  weight  of  yeai's  ])ikMl 
upon  his  inick.  He  was  an  ex})erl  and  trusty  driver,  well  known  along 
the  road,  and  cherishes  the  memory  of  the  stirring  times,  when  the 
road  was  the  great  highwa}'  of  the  Nation  and  he  and  his  fellow  drivers 
ritd*'  r)n  the  to]»  wave  of  the  excitement  incident  thereto. 

•lanic's  Jiradley.  an  ol<l  stage  driver,  worked  sometimes  at  repairs 

•  111  the  road.  He  made  a  bi-caker  of  unusual  height  on  the  hill  east 
of  Washington.  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  being  questioned  as  to  his  mo- 
tive for  making  it  so  high,  replii'il  that  -'lu'  wanted  to  give  some  of  the 
boys  a  \<)\\y  toss."  A  fV-w  days  thereatter.  he  was  in  service  as  a  ilriver 
himself  and  going  down  the  hill  mentioned  at  a  rapid  rate,  to  "scoot 
tlic  hollow.  ■  as  he  termed  it,  his  coach  .struck  the  high  breaker  and 
he  got  tlie  ••  lofty  toss""  himself  having  lieen   tju'own   from  the  box.  a 

•  listance  of  nearly  two  I'ods.  causing  him  a  broken  arm  and  other  less 
serious  injuries.  He  .said,  after  this  accident,  that  he  would  never 
again  make  high  bi-eakers  on  the  road,  or  advi.sc  others  to  do  so. 

.lobn  Teed.  IiusIcukI  of  Mrs.  Teed,  who  keeps  tlie  i)0])ulai-  and 
jirospentus  boarding  bouse  on  Morgantown  street.  Uniontown,  was 
an  old  stage  driver  His  first  engagement  as  a  driver  on  the  road 
was  with  the  Kxpress  line,  called  derisively  '■  The  Shake  Gut."  Aftei- 
driving  a  short  time  on  the  Kxpress.  he  was  given  a  tt-am  on  (uie  of 
the  regidar  coach  lin»'s.  lie  was  an  a|»proved  diiver  and  ])i(>nioted 
to  the  oHice  of  guardsman.  The  guardsman  was  a  person  sent  with 
the  coach  to  superintend  its  ])rogress.  and  aid  in  protecting  it  from 
the  incursions  of  i-obbcrs.  which  were  not  uncommnn  in  the  nii^ht 
time  on  tlie  mountainous  sections  of  the  roa<l. 

Thomas  Poland  was  in  vvcvy  essential  a  stage  driver,  and  zeal- 
ously devoted  to  his  calling.  He  drove  out  from  Tniontftwu.  i-ast  and 
west,  as  occasi(.n  rc<piii-cd.  He  was  a  man  rather  below  the  avcrai,^' 
stature.  I>ut  stoutly  built  and  of  swarthy  complexion.  .Man\  oTd 
drivei-s  were  moved  to  grief  when  business  ceased  on  the  road,  imt 
iKi  f.ne  felt  the  change  UKire  keenly  than  Thomas  Poland. 

•b'hn  (Juttery.  of  Washington.  Pennsylvania,  was  one  of  the 
early  stage  drivers  of  the  road,  and  a  g.tod'and  tiiisty  one.      II*-  was 
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a  tall  man,  rounded  out  proportionately  to  his  lieiij;ht.  and  closely 
resembled  the  renowned  old  driver.  Eedding  Bunting.  Ilr  was  a 
lirother  of  Charles  Guttery,  the  old  wagoner  and  tavern  keepcf  incii- 
tioned  in  another  chapter  of  this  volume.  John  Gruttery,  after  driving 
stage  a  number  of  years,  gave  up  that  exciting  occupatiou  and  estab- 
lished a  liverA'  stal)le  in  Washington,  which  he  conducted  successfnily 
until  his  death  in  that  jilacc  a  number  of  years  ago. 


ClIAPTEU    XXIV 


Slit'jr.-!  anil  Stayc  DrirerH  continued —  Gen.  Tcujlor  approaching  Cumberland —  Early 
Coaches  —  Thefirift  Troi/  Coach  on  the  Road  —  Mr.  Reeside  and  Gen.  Jachon  — 
Jolm  Buck- — Accident.-^ — Kangaroo  and  BolHail  Teams  —  John  MiJh  and 
William  Bishop — CeJehrution  at  Cumberland  —  Darid  Bonebraler,  Hanson 
Willi.fon,  aiid  a  hng  list  of  other  old  drivers  —  Bilbj  Willis  and  Peter  Sar- 
dine—  Fare  Rates —  The  Way  Bill —  The  Landlords — Pilot  and  Pioneer  Lines 

—  Coiiijtiiiaatidn  of  Stage  Drivers  —  lIopmxMVs  Ron' —  Withdraual  of  the  lines 

—  The  dignity  of  stage  drivers,  estimated  by  an  old  pike  boy. 

Sdmrts'  liistory  <>l'  NW'strni  -Maryhiii'l  ^■iv^■s  tlie  fbllowiiiii'  :ie- 
couiit  of  I'fi'sideiit  Taylor's  ride  over  the  inoiinlain  division  of  ilie 
roiul.  wiieii  on  liis  way  to  Wasliington  to  be  inaugurated: 

••  President  Taylor  ami  his  ]>ai"ty  were.in  1840. conveyed  over  the  road 
under  theniarshalshijx)!' that  most  indefatigable  Whig'. Thomas  Sh river. 
\vh(j.  with  some  other  ("uinberlanders,  proceeded  to  the  Ohio  I'iver 
and  met  tlu-  ]»residential  ]»arty.  Among  the  party  were  statesmen. 
]ioliliciaiis.  and  ottice-huntei's.  notabl}-  Col.  Bullet,  a  lu'illiant  I'ditor 
from  New  Ork-ans.  who  was  to  occupy  a  relation  to  President  Tayl(»r 
sonu'thing  like  that  of  Jlenry  J.  Eaymond  to  Lincoln.  The  road  was 
a  pt'i'fect  glare  of  ice,  and  everything  above  ground  was  literally 
plated  with  sleeted  frost.  The  scenery  was  beautitul;  to  ntitive 
mountaineers  too  common  to  be  of  much  interest,  but  to  a  .Southerner 
like  (ien.  Taylor,  wlio  had  never  seen  the  like,  it  was  a  ])henomenon. 
I  n  going  down  a  spur  of  Mcailow  .Mountain,  the  ])residenl  ial  coach. 
with  the  others,  danced  and  walt/.eil  on  the  polishecl  road,  tirst  on 
one  side  an<l  then  on  the  othei'.  with  every  sign  of  an  imine(liate  cap- 
size, but  the  coaches  were  numncil  with  the  most  expert  of  the  whole 
corps  of  diMvers.  ShiMver  was  in  the  rear,  and  in  the  greatest  trepi- 
dation for  the  safety  of  the  President.  Ih'  seemed  to  feel  himself 
responsible  for  the  security  of  the  head  of  the  Nation.  J)own  each 
hill  and  mountain  liis  liare  liead  <oidd  be  seen  ])rotru(ling  through 
1  he  window  of  his  coaili  to  discovei'  if  llie  President's  coa(di  was  still 
n|i<in  wheels.  The  iron  gra\"  hea<l  of  the  (Jeneral  couhl  almost  with 
the  same  fre(|Uency  lie  seen  outside  of  his  wimlow.  not  to  see  aflei' 
anybody  s  safety,  but  to  look  n|ion  what  seemed  to  him  an  arctic 
panoi-ama.  After  a  I'iile  of  many  miles  tin-  last  long  slope  was  passed 
and  everything  was  safe.  ,\t  twilight  the  Narrows  were  I'eached.  two 
miles  west  of  ( 'iinilu  riand.  nne  of  the  boldest  aiid  most  sublime  views 
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on  tlie  Atlantic  slope.  Gen.  Taylor  assumed  autlioritv  and  ordered  i\ 
halt,  and  out  he  got  in  the  storm  and  snow  and  looked  at  the  giddy 
heights  on  either  side  of  Wills  creek,  until  he  had  taken  in  the  grandeur 
of  the  scenery.  He  had  beheld  nothing  like  it  before,  even  in  his 
campaigns  in  Northern  Mexico.  The  President-elect  was  tendered  a 
reception  on  his  arrival  at  Cumberland,  and  the  next  morning  he  and 
his  party  left  on  the  cars  for  Washington." 

At  an  early  day  there  was  a  coach  factory  at  or  near  the  Little 
Crossings,  where  many  of  the  first  passenger  coaches  used  on  the 
road  were  n^ade.  They  Avere  without  thorough  Ijraces,  or  springs 
of  any  kind.  Their  bodies  were  long,  and  the  inside  seats  for  pas- 
sengers placed  crosswise.  They  had  but  one  door,  and  that  was  in 
the  front,  so  that  passengers  on  entering  were  compelled  to  climb 
over  the  front  seats  to  reach  those  in  the  rear. 

The  first  coach  of  the  Troy  pattern  was  placed  on  the  road  in  the 
year  1829  by  James  Eeeside,  and  tradition  has  it  that  he  won  this 
coach  with  a  bet  on  Gen.  Jackson's  election  to  the  presidency.  Mr. 
Eeeside  was  desirous  that  Gen.  Jackson  should  be  the  first  person  to 
ride  in  this  coach,  and  accordingly  tendered  it  to  the  President-elect 
when  on  his  wa}'^  to  Washington,  who  true  to  his  habit  of  refusing 
gifts,  declined  the  protfered  compliment  as  to  himself,  but  consented 
that  his  family  might  occupy  the  coach.  Charley  Howell  was  the 
di'iver,  and  his  team  was  one  of  the  finest  on  the  road.  Many  coaches 
were  brought  out  on  the  road  afterward  from  the  Troy  and  Concord 
factories.  These  coaches  cost  between  five  and  six  hundred  dollars 
each. 

John  Buck  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  stage  drivers  on  the 
road.  He  lived  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  drove  on  the  old 
line  in  the  life-time  of  Daniel  Moore,  and  was  a  great  favorite  of  that 
ancient  stage  proprietor.  When  Lafayette  visited  Washington  in 
1825,  Mr.  Moore  was  active  and  prominent  in  arranging  for  his  re- 
ception at  that  place,  and  assigned  John  Buck  to  drive  the  coach  in 
which  the  illustrious  visitor  entered  the  town.  It  was  a  proud  day 
for  the  old  driver,  who  shared  with  the  hero  of  the  occasion,  the 
plaudits  of  the  people.  Buck  subsequentl}-  became  the  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Buck,  Tjyon  &  Wolf,  contractors,  who  built  most  of  the 
locks  and  dams  on  the  Muskingum  river,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  This 
old  firm  was  called  the  "Menagerie  Company,"  on  account  of  the 
names  of  its  members. 

William  Eobinson  (not  "Billy")  suffered  an  "upset"  at  Somer- 
field,  in  1832,  Avith  a  full  load  of  passengers  going  west.  The  stage 
coach  had  but  one  door,  and  to  bring  up  the  door  side  to  the  Endsley 
tavern,  in  Somerfield,  it  Avas  necessary  to  wheel  around.  Eobinson 
turned  his  team  Avith  such  rapidity  as  to  overturn  the  coach,  and  the 
passengers  Avere  all  tumbled  out  in  a  pile,  but  none  of  them  Avere  ser- 
iously hurt.  Wash.  Alridge  threw  a  coach  over  on  the  CouAvay  hill,^ 
near  Somerfield,  inflicting  a  severe  spimd  injury  upon  a  passenger  ' 
Avho  lived  in  Cincinnati.     The  sufferer  was  cared  for  at  the  tavern  in 
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Jockey  Hollow,  kept  at  the  lime  by  Aaron  Wyatt.  Tlie  stage  coni- 
jiany  (old  line)  paid  the  injured  passenger  a  considerable  sum  in  dam- 
ages, without  suit.  A  passenger  by  the  name  of  Merrill,  of  Indian- 
apolis, had  a  leg  broken  by  the  upsetting  of  a  er)aeh  at  the  ttirn  of  the 
road,  above  Somerfield;  Samuel  Jaeo  was  the  driver.  William  lioaeh. 
a  well  known  driver,  was  killed  in  an  -upset '"  at  the  Little  Crossings 
bridge,  about  the  year  1837.  This  .seems  to  have  l>een  a  different  acei- 
dent  from  that  which  occurred  near  the  same  jjlace  in  1835.  related 
in  the  sketch  of  John  Marker.  Marker  witnessed  the  accident  of 
1835.  and  slates  that  the  driver  who  was  kiilcii  at  that  time  was 
James  IJhoiles.  David  Slins<»n.an  (jld  driver.was  killed  l>y  an  ••U]»set" 
on  Woodcock  Hill.  Woodcock  Hill  is  a  short  distance  weist  (;f  Thomas 
Brownfields  old  Mt.  Augusta  tavern,  and  is  the  highest  ])eak  on  the 
i-oad  ill  Fa^-ette  county.  Penn.sylvania.  Charle}'  Howell  upset  in  1835. 
coming  down  tlie  Winding  liiilge  Hill,  and  was  badly  hurt.  He  ha<l 
a  lei;  and  iirm  broken,  and  was  nursed  at  CiMinellv  s  tavern,  in  Peters- 
liiirg.  for  main'  months  before  he  recovered. 

Ill  1834  or  1835.  Mr.  Stockton  transferred  a  number  of  stag<' 
teams  and  drivers,  from  the  lialtimore  and  Washington  City  road, 
to  the  National  lioad.  Two  of  the.se  teams  ran  in  and  out  fr(^m 
Somerfield.  One  called  -the  Kangaroo  team"  Avas  driven  by  John 
Mills.  They  were  large,  dark  ba3s,  and  much  admired  b}'  lovers  of 
fine  horses.  Mills  knew  how  to  handle  them.  He  was  a  sujicrb 
driver.  Another  of  these  •transferred"  teams  was  driven  by  William 
Bishoj).  The  horses  in  this  team  were  light  bays,  all  -'bob-tails,"  and 
notwithstanding  there  was  but  one  good  e^'e  in  the  whole  team,  and 
all  were  ■sprung  in  the  knees."  it  is  asserted  by  many  oM  pike  boys 
that  this  uni([ue  and  ■•  blemishecl"  team  was  the  fastest  on  the  road. 
It  was  brought  out  from  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  road  by  Charles 
Howell,  who  drove  it  a  short  time  before  it  was  turned  over  to  Wil- 
liam Bishop.     Bishf>p  was  a  ca])ital  reinsman. 

The  preservation  of  the  National  Hoad  was  considered  .so  vital  to 
the  general  welfare  by  everybody  living  upon  its  line  and  adjacent  to 
it,  that  the  deepest  interest  was  iiianifested  in  the  success  of  every 
measure  ]»roposed  foi-  its  benefit.  There  was  no  jiowerful  and  ])aid 
••  loliby  ■■  around  the  halls  of  Congress  when  the  Cumberlan<l  lioad 
was  the  highway  of  the  Republic,  as  there  is  at  this  day,  but  all 
measures  ]jlaiined  and  jtresented  for  its  jireservation  and  rejiair.  were 
(•arefuliy  watched  and  guarded  by  such  statesmen  as  Henry  Clay, 
Haniel  Sturgeon.  Andrew  Stewart.  T.  M.  T.  McKeiinan.  Lewis  Steeii- 
rod.  W.  T.  Hamilton,  and  Henry  W.  Bceson.  The  following  from  a 
Cumberland  jiajiei"  ]»ublishe<l  in  that  place  si.xty  3-ears  ago  shows  the 
pojMilar  feeling  in  behalf  of  the  road  at  that  date: 

•The  citi/.eiis  of  the  t<^wn  on  the  21st  of  May.  1832.  in  demon- 
stration of  their  great  joy  growing  out  of  the  a])])ro]U'iation  nuide  l»y 
the  National  (Jovernment  for  (he  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Hoad. 
marie  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  that  event.  Hi  ]tursiiaiicc 
of  that  ai"rangeinent,  Samuel  Slicer  illuminated  his  large  and  sjileiidid 
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liolcl,  \v!iicli  piitriolic  (-'xaui[)lc  was  followed  Ity  Jaiiies  Black.  Jii 
addition  to  the  illumination,  Mr.  Bunting  (our  famous 'old  Rod'), 
agent  of  L.  W.  Stockton,  .ordered  out  a  coach,  drawn  hy  four  large 
gray  stallions,  driven  l)}^  frcorge  Shuck.  The  stage  was  beautifully 
illuminated,  Avhich  jjresented  to  the  gent'rous  citizens  of  this  [dace  a 
novelty  calculated  to  impi*ess  uj)on  tlu'  minds  of  all  who  witnessed  it 
the  great  benefits  they  anticipated  by  having  the  road  repaired. 
There  were  also  seated  upon  the  toy)  of  the  vehicle  several  geutlemen 
Avho  played  on  various  instruments,  which  contributed  very  much  to 
tlu'  amusement  of  the  citizens  and  gave  a  zest  to  everything  that 
inspired  delight  or  created  feelings  of  patriotism.      'L'hey  started  from  | 

the  front  of  Mr.  Slicer's  hotel,  and  as  they  moved  on  slowly  the  band  ' 

played  Jlail  Columbia,'  'Freemasons'  March,'  ■  ]]ona])ai'te  Crossing 
the   Ehine,'  'Washington's  March,' together   with   a   new  lune   com-  % 

posed  by  Mr.  Mobk\y,  of  this  place,  and  uamed  by  the  gentlemen  on 
the  stage, 'The  Lady  We  Love  Best,'  and  many  others,  as  they  passed 
.through  the  principal  streets  of  the  town.  On  their  return  they 
played  'Home,  Sweet  Home,'  to  the  admiration  of  ail  who  beard  it."' 

David  Bonebraker  was  a  stage  driver  of  good  reputation,  and  a 
general  favorite.  While  his  name  would  import  otherwise,  he  was  a 
careful  driver  and  never  during  his  whole  service  did  he  break  a  bone 
of  niau  or  beast.  He  was  a  large,  fine  looking  man.  and  drove  between 
Somerfield  and  Mt.  Washington  as  early  as  1831,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  thereafter. 

Hanson  Willison  was  early  on  the  I'oad  as  a  stage  driver,  and 
none  of  his  fellow  drivers  excelled  him  in  skillfulness.  He  drove  a 
brief  period  Ijctween  Uniontown  and  Brownsville,  but  for  the  most 
part  in  and  out  from  Cumberland.  He  is  still  living  in  Cumberland, 
proprietor  of  the  American  House  livery  stables,  and  doing  a  profit- 
able business.  He  retains  the  habits  of  the  early  days  of  the  road, 
generous  almost  to  a  fault,  perfectly  familiar  with  the  roads  history, 
his  memory  is  well  stored  with  its  exciting  incidents  and  accidents. 
Hanson  Willison  and  Ashael  Willison  before  mentioned,  are  brothers. 

The  few  remaining  old  folks  who  witnessed  the  exciting  scenes 
of  the  National  Road  in  its  ])almy  days,  will  readily  recall  the  follow- 
ing old  stage  drivers  :  Jcdin  (rritfith,  William  Witham,  George  Lukens, 
Wash  Alters,  Hank  Smith,  John  Heinselman,  Barney  Strader,  John 
Munson,  West  Crawford.  James  Chair,  William  Roberts,  Vin  Huftman, 
John  Windell,  a  small,  thin  faced  man,  with  rings  in  his  cai-s,  one 
of  the  earliest  drivers,  William  Saint,  who  was  also  a  black'smith, 
and  worked,  occasionally,  at  his  trade  in  Uniontown.  He  went  to 
Texas  before  the  civil  war,  and  died  there.  Lewis  Gribble,  son  of 
John, the  old  wagoner  and  tavern  keeper.  He  went  to  Virginia,  drove 
stage  in  that  State,  and  died  there.  John  Sparker,  John  Snell.  David 
Oiler.  Josejjh  Henderson,  a  steady-going  man,  mentioned  among  the 
old  tavern  keepers  in  connection  with  the  "Gals  house,"  David  Armor, 
William  Armor,  Samuel  Oiler,  and  William  Dickey.  The  Oilers,  the 
Armors,  Dickey  and  Henderson  were  of  Washington,  Pa.    Jacob  Sny- 
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ilcr.  siiliscijiu'iilly  iiianniirr  ami  proiirictor  i>\'  tlic  Slii|)lcy  l!iiii>c.  in 
CumberhuKl.  William  and  (reor<j;e  ( I  lim.  .lolm  Zaiic  .lames  S(lia\  n-iis. 
.T(»SL'|ili  Vaiilioni.  .loliii  ^rdlrci'.  .losse  IJoriiii!;.  .loliii  .M  iiiison.  .Inlni 
Until.  Haviil  Jonos,  Ik-njaiuiii  Milk-r,  sulise'tjiiciitly  tavci-n  Ucejtei'  in 
llu'  ol'l  ,Maniiy])eijny  liouse,  Unioiitown.  An  early  line  of  stai!;«'s 
8t(t]>])i'<l  at  Afillor's.  Jaiuos  Mannypcnny.  Tlionias  l\'v.  \\  alter  llea<l. 
I'llncateil  f'nf  the  minisl  I'y.  Thomas  ami  Ivl\\'ar<l  .Mc\Cniis.  William 
'i'ollen,  William  \'anhoni,  .S])encer  .Mothcrspaw.  .lanies  ( J  rillilh,  A  ln'am 
Dcdrick.  AVilliam  Fowler,  Thomas  Chilson,  "William  Jones.  Amlrew 
Hock,  John  I'^ink'.  William  Irwin.  James  Sanipcy,  subscqiKMitiy  ami  lui- 
many  years  owner  and  manaijjer  of  the  tavern  at  Mt.  Washiniiton. 
whei'e  the  CJood  Intent  line  eluuiijed  horses  and  passenLi'er.s  olun 
sto|»])ed  t'oi'  meals;  Isaac  Newton,  Roljert  Jackson,  a  yoiniLC  mini  <»! 
dimihiilive  size,  from  one  of  the  Now  En;:(laM(|  Stales,  whose  lather 
eanu-  and  took  him  home:  James  Dennison,  snl>se(|nent  ly  tavern 
keejiei-  at  ChiN'sville  and  at  Ho^twood;  Isaac  Xewlon,  died  at  Mt. 
Washin;i;ton  when  John  Foster  kept  the  tavern  at  that  point;  Matthew 
]>yers,  Hui^h  Drum,  John  Ilendrix,  Alexander  Thompson.  William 
Hart,  riiarlos  Kemj).  I>en  Watkins.  Ben  Watson.  John  and  Amlrew 
Shatl'er.  (iai'ret  ( Mark,  (iarret  Minster,  John  Ferrell.  James  Lynch. 
John  Seaman.  James  Reynolds,  John  Btintinfj;,  Limly  .\dams.  Ijean- 
der  Flsk.  James  Derlin,  Aaron  Wyatt,  James  Andrews.  Alfred  Ilaney, 
Wash  Dudkin.  William  (,'rawford,  Charles  Cherry.  William  Iltimmers. 
Afldis  Lynn.  Ifariy,  Nelse  and  Jack  Hammers,  Nimi'od.  Joseph. 
Jack  and  William  Sophcr.  John  and  Joso])h  Pomrov.  William  and 
Watt  Whisson.  John  McCollouu'li.  William  Miller,  son'of  Charley,  the 
old  tavern  keejiei-  west  of  Ilillsliorou^h  :  i'ohert  Mcllheney.  John 
Mc.Mack.  Thomas.  Joshua  and  William  Boyd,  John  Parsons.  Matthew 
J)avis.  one  of  the  oldest,  and  still  livini;  at  Brownsville:  John  W. 
Boyce,  (ieor<^e  Wii;"<i;ins.  hi'other  of  TFarrison.  the  ohl  fox  huuti'r  of 
the  mountains;  Kol)ert  Bennett.  William  White.  I)avi<l  Ileynohls, 
James  M(dllree.  Fre(l  Buckini''ham,  Thomas  ami  William  Xcthle. 

William  Xohle  died  in  Washin<i;lon.  I'einisy Uania.  Jan.  I'd.  ISHt. 

iJohert  >rcllheny,  after  relin(|uishinn-  the  reins  and  whip,  heeanu- 
an  ai^eiit  for  the  sale  of  the  celehratt-d  Hayes  huir,Ju;ies.  ol'  Wa^hinijlon. 

John  Pai-sons  left  the  i-oad  to  take-  eharire  of  a  ho(<-l  in  Uridi^e- 
ville.  .\lle<i;heny  county.  I'ennsyKania.  .\llred  ll.iney  went  South, 
became  bai;Ljai!;emaster  on  a  Southern  railroa<l.  and  was  kille<|  in  an 
accident.  Charle\-  Cherry  had  the  manners  of  a  savaixe,  and  was 
called  -the  hii^  .savaije  man,"  l»ul  it  is  not  known  that  he  «'ver  wan- 
tonly shed  the  blood  of  a  fellow  beiiii^. 

James  MeFlree  di-ove  bet  ween  Washington  and  Wheelini;. 

Jlui;h  i)iMim  was  called  "Mickey  Murray."  He  linireied  lor  a 
while  on  the  road  altei"  its  Lclory  departed,  and  ]»ushed  out  lor  New 
York,  where  he  eni:;au;ed  to  drive  an  omnibus.  What  bt'came  ol  him 
in  the  subse(|Ueid  shift  iui;  sands  ol  time  is  not  known,  but  |>resnmal>ly 
he  has  e;oue  to  the  unknown  world. 

William  McCleary,  who  died  recently  ueai-  Claysville  leaving  an 
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estate  valued  at  $50,000;  Daniel  Da\vsoii,  subsequently  kept  a  tavern 
near  Limestone,  Marshall  eounty,  West  Virginia,  and  died  there; 
Samuel  Rowalt,  Robert  Bell,  AVilliam  Watkins,  John  Ford,  still  living 
in  Monongahela  city;  George  Freiger,  Barney  and  Samuel  ISTune- 
maker,  Thomas  Cox,  John  Ruth,  Abram  Boyce,  Charles  Oulitt,  James 
Dean,  AVilliam  (*' Boggy")  Moore,  when  a  boy  a  rider  on  the  pony 
express;  John  Sehenek,  Thomas  Hager,  Josejdi  Ruff,  Dandj'  Jack, 
James  Fisk,  Joseph  Drake,  Andrew  Ferrell,  John  Fouch,  Crcorge 
Walker,  George  Banford,  Joseph  Lewis,  Larry  AVillard,  Isaiah  Fuller, 
Davy  Crockett,  Henry  AVagner,  John  Foster,  Ilenr}'  Smith,  James 
Foster,  John  Noble,  Edward  McGinnis,  Thomas  McGinnis,  John 
Johnson  (Old  Sandy),  John  Ilorrell,  William  Grim,  Elias  Johnson, 
Daniel  Boyer,  James  Bodkin,  James  Null,  William  Null,  William 
Clark,  David  Brower,  Riehard  Frantz,  James  Rowe,  John  Seaman, 
David  Brennard,  Henrys  Schuck,  George  Crow,  James  Andrews  (Dutch 
Jim),  drove  in  and  out  from  Grantsville;  John  Kuhn,  drove  in  and  out 
from  Claysville;  Moses  Thornburg,  AVylie  Baily,  James  McClung, 
James,  Abraham  and  Robert  Devan,  brothers;  Thomas  and  George 
Henderson,  Stephen  Leggett,  James  AVilson.  Henry  Herrick,  John 
Giddings,  Ed  AVashburn,  J.  S.  Beck.  Frank  AVhite,  Jesse  Matthews, 
Robert  Fenton,  Jesse  Hardin,  David  Johnson,  Ai'chy  McGregor, 
Samuel  Darby,  James  Moore,  Joseph  Drake,  James  Riley,  AYilliam 
Matthews,  Edward  Hall,  James  Vancani]),  Benjamin  Miller,  grand- 
son of  the  old  tavern  keeper  of  Uniontown;  Samuel  Betts, 
Calvin  Springer,  ex-sheritf  of  Fayette  county;  James  Noggle, 
Martin  Stedler,  AVilliam  AA^iley,  John  AA'iley,  AV^illiam  McGidigen, 
James  McGidigen,  Daniel  Shriver,  Jerome  Heck,  Frederic  Zim- 
merman, Robert  Bennett,  Edward  Kelley,  John  Clark,  Samuel 
Blair,  Ross  Clark,  George  Butts,  Beck  Kelley,  AVilliam  Kelley,  Wil- 
liam Fisher,  James  and  Thomas  Bradley,  Thomas  Johnson,  AVilliam 
Brower,  Richard  Frazee,  Isaac  Toner  (Dumb  Ike),  Joseph  Jenk, 
Evans  Holton,  Daniel  Dean,  Jesse  Brennard,  George  Brennard,  John 
Steep,  John  Collier,  Ben  Tracy,  George  Moore,  George  Richmiye, 
Charles  Rich  mire,  Thomas  McMillen,  Samuel  Porter,  Isaac  Flagle, 
AVilliam  and  Ross  Clark,  Richard  Butts,  Garret  and  AA^est  Crawford, 
John  Brown,  subsequently  a  clerk  in  the  AVheeling  postoffice;  Joseph 
Matthews,  John  AVaugh,  AA^illiam  Hickman,  a  circus  man  ;  George 
Robbins,  Abram  Boyce,  Oliver  Jackson,  Joseph  Bishop,  Thomas 
McClelland,  Elisha  Stockwell,  Isaac  Denny,  subsequently  tavern 
keeper  at  the  old  Griffin  house  in  the  mountain,  west  of  Somerfield; 
John  Harris,  drove  on  the  Good  Intent  line,  and  died  in  Uniontown; 
Charles  and  Robert  Marquis,  James  Moore,  son-in-law  of  James  Sam- 
pe}^,  of  Alount  AA^'ashington  ;  Perry  Sheets,  drove  west  of  AA''ashington  ; 
Elmer  Budd,  drove  from  Uniontown  to  Brownsville;  Frank AA'^atson, 
Bate  Smith,  Sam  Jerome,  James  Downer,  son  of  AVilliam,  of  the  big 
water  trough  on  Laurel  Hill,  when  a  l>oy  a  rider  for  the  pony  ex- 
press; AVilliam  Stewart,  Caleb  Crossland,  of  Uniontown ;  AVilliam 
Bogardus,  who  lost  an  eye  by  coming  in  contact  Avith  a  pump  handle 
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oil  Morgantown  stivol.  riiioiituwn.  on  a  <lai'l<  iiiulil  ;  .lolm  IJohinsoii. 
a  vi'i-y  large  man;  Saimicl  ^'oiiniaii.  iiiciil  idiicil  ihkUt  ihc  hcail  ofold 
waiioiiers,  next  to  ••01<l  .Mount"  the  lai-gi.'st  man  on  the  road;  Tlioinas 
.Milligan.  Joshua  Boyd.  Stejjhen  Leonard.  ])avid  Johnson.  .lanirs  Mc- 
("auley.  Tliumas  Boyd,  (iarret  (Mark,  lleiiiy  Millei-,  Tlioiiias  Moore. 
William  Wilkinson.  Galloway  Crawford.  Samuel  Jaco,  Bobert  Wright. 
Fred.  Buekingham.  Jaeoh  Bajip.  killed  at  Brownsville  about  184(»  by 
liistoam  runningott';  John  Hush.  Sanniel  IFolsted.  Sandy  Connor,  liv- 
ing as  kite  a.s  1882.  and  earrying  tlie  mail  in  a  two-liorse  vchiele  from 
Kroslburg  to  Grantsville;  John  Farrell,  farming  near  Grantsville  in 
1882  and  at  that  date  eighfy-tive  years  old;  Jaeob  ShcK-k.  Epli.  Benja- 
min,W  illiam  Jiergoinan.  Upion  .Marlow.  subsequently  jtroprielor  of  tin- 
American  and  other  leading  hotels  in  Denver.  ColoVado;  Areliio  Me- 
\^ieker.  James  Cameron.  Charles  Enox.  Kobert  Amos.  James  Finnegan. 
drove  a  bob-tailed  team  from  Sonici-ficld  to  Keysers  J'idgc ;  S(|uire 
Hineh.  of  Brownsville,  well  remembered  by  the  old  folks  of  that  j.laee; 
liiehard  Harris.  Jose])h  and  David  Strong,  tiie  former  foi-  many  years  a 
]»rominent   citizen  of  Cumbi-i-land.  and   fre(|uently  honored  by  ])ublie 

trusts;    Abe  Walls.  l>onum.  called    -Magnum   Bonum;'"  James 

<lray,  Henry  Powell.  Jleni-y  Bei-goinan.  Rock  (Joodi'idge.  Sherwood 
Mott,  Daniel  Boyer.  Robert  Dennis.  David  James.  Thonias  Grace. 
John  Lidy.  drove  a  dun  team  r»f  bob-tails  from  Fai-mington  to  Somcr- 
tield.  that  fornn-rly  belonged  to  the  I'ioneer  line;  Isaac  Fi'azee.  James 
-McLean,  'i'liomas  and  Henry  ^lahany.  Jiaptist  Mullinix.  Anniriah 
Honiur.  I).  W .  Earl,  sub.sefjuently  a  stage  agent,  and  tavern  keeper  at 
the  Stoni'  hou.se  neai'  Fa3"ette  Springs,  and  at  Bi'ownsville;  John  and 
Matthias  ^'anhorn.  T)anicl  (^)uinn.  James  Corbin.  AVillia»n  Coi'inan.of 
liiicblce  mail  I'obbci-y  tame;  AtW(jod  Meri'ill.  a  liery  partisan  of  the 
<iood  Intent  line;  William  Willis.  n(>ted  as  a  fast  di'ivci'  on  the  Old 
line.  ( )n  one  occasion  Willis  passed  Peler  Hui'dine.  a  fast  di'iver  as 
bcfoi'e  staled  of  the  Good  Intent  line,  which  pronijited  the  partisans 
of  the  ( )ld  line  to  gt'l  UJ)  the  little  i-hyme  following  to  empha'^i/.e  and 
■signalize  the  event  ; 

"  Said  liilly  Willis  to  Peter  Burdine, 
^'ou  had  better  wait  for  the  Oyster  line" 

The  fares  on  the  stage  lines  were  as  follows: 

From  Baltimore  to  Frt'deiic 5!  U  (M) 

"       Ficderie  to  lIa>:er.sto\vn '_'()() 

"       I  lagerstowii  to  ("umlxTJand ")  (M) 

(  umberland  \n  I'liiontowii 4  (H) 

I  iiiniituw  n  to  \\  asliinirtoii L'  iT) 

W'asliinjitoM  to  Wliei'ling . .     2  (K) 

'f li ic mgli  fare ... ."r  1 7  !.'.'> 

A  paper  was  prep:ired  by  the  agent  of  thr  line  al  the  starting 
jioint  of  the  coach  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  of  lading,  called  the  -way 
liill.  '  'I'his  bill  was  given  to  the  driver,  and  by  him  delivered  to  the 
landlord  at  the  station  imme<liately  upon  the  arrival  (d"  the  coach.      It 
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contained  the  name  anil  destination  of  eaeli  pas8en<^"er,  and  the  several 
sums  paid  as  tare.  It  also  hove  the  time  of  departure  from  the  starting; 
point,  and  contained  Wanks  for  noting  the  time  of  the  arrival  and 
departure  at  every  station.  The  time  was  noted  Ity  an  au'ent  of  the 
line,  if  one  were  at  the  station,  and  in  the  absence  of  an  agent,  the 
noting  was  done  by  the  landlord.  If  a  passenger  got  on  at  a  way 
station,  and  this  was  of  daily  occurrence,  he  paid  his  fare  to  the 
landlord  or  agent,  which  was  duly  ]ioted  on  the  way  bill,  logether 
with  the  passenger's  destination. 

In  addition  to  the  stage  lines  hereinbefore  mentioned,  there  was 
a  line  known  as  the  "Landlords'  Line,"  put  on  the  road  by  tavern 
keepers,  prominent  among  Avhom  were  William  AVillis  (the  old  driver 
l)efore  mentiond).  Joseph  IHll}',  and  vSamnel  Tjuman.  There  was  also 
a  •■Pilot  Line"  and  a  '-Pioneer  Line."  Tliese  lines  had  but  a  short 
run.  The  railroad  managers  east  of  Cumberland  favored  the  older 
lines,  and  gave  them  such  advantages  in  rates  that  the  new  lines  wei'c 
compelled  to  retire  from  the  competition.  They  sold  out  their  stock 
t(j  the  old  companies.  .lames  Eeeside  owned  the  •- I*ilot  I^ine,"  and 
the  '-Pioneer  Line"  was  owned  by  Peters,  Moore  &  Co. 

The  compensation  paid  stage  drivers  was  twelve  dollars  a  month, 
with  boarding  and  lodging.  They  took  their  meals  and  lodged  at  the 
stage  houses,  except  the  married  men,  who  lodged  in  their  own 
(hvellings  when  chance  threw  them  at  home. 

At  Uniontown  a  number  of  contiguous  frame  Ituildings  on  Mill 
and  South  streets,  in  the  rear  of  Browntield's  tavern,  known  as 
'- Ilopwood's  Eow,"  were  occupied  almost  exclusively  by  the  families 
of  stage' drivers.  They  Avere  erected  and  owned  by  the  late  Eice 
Ct.  Hopwood,  Esquire,  and  hence  the  name  given  them.  Two  or 
three  of  these  old  houses  are  all  that  are  left  standing,  and  they  are 
in  a  dilapidated  condition.  The  spirit  of  improvement  which  in  late 
years  entered  Uniontown,  seems  to  have  carefully  avoided  the  neigh- 
borhood of '-  Hopwood's  Eow." 

The  Good  Intent  and  Stockton  lines  were  taken  from  the  Xa- 
tional  Eoad  in  1851,  and  placed  on  the  ])lank  road  from  Cumberland 
to  West  Newton.  From  the  latter  point  passengers  Avere  conveyed 
by  steamboat  to  Pittslturg  Ity  way  of  the  Yonghiogheny  river,  which 
was  made  navigable  at  that  date  by  a  S3'stem  of  locks  and  dams  like 
that  of  the  Monongahela.  Upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  lines  men- 
tioned, a  line  was  put  on  the  National  Eoad  by  Eedding  Bunting  and 
Joshua  Marshe,  and  ran  as  far  west  as  Washin<>-ton,  Pennsvlvania. 
William  Hall  subsequently  ])urchase(l  the  interest  of  Air.  Alarshe  in 
this  line,  Avhich  was  kept  on  the  road  until  about  the  close  of  the  year 
1852,  when  the  era  of  four-horse  coaches  ended. 

Mr.  Ensley,  before  quoted,  furnishes  his  Juvenile  opinion  of  stages 
and  stage  drivers,  Avhich  was  shared  in  by  all  the  hoyti  of  the  road,  as. 
folloAVS : 

"  M}^  earliest  recollections  are  intimately  associated  with  coaches, 
teams  and  drivers,  and  like  most  boys  raised  in  an  old  stage  tavern,  I 
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lunged  to  be  :i  man  wlicn  1  cchiM  as])ii-L'  to  tlie  givatncfss  and  dignity 
of  u  professional  stage  driver.  In  iny  boyish  eyes  no  position  in  life 
liad  so  many  at(  ract  ions  as  thai  (if  (lri\ing  a  stage  team.  A  .hidge.  a 
Congressman.  eviMi  Henry  Clay  or  l*resident  .laeI<son.  did  not  meas- 
ure u])  to  the  eharaeter  of  John  Mills  and  Charley  Howell,  in  my 
juvenile  faney." 

The  ])ieture  of  the  stage  coaeh  era  herein  draw  n  may  be  lacking 
in  vigor  and  jierspieuity  of  style,  bnt  it  eoidains  no  exaggeration. 
.Much  more  eonid  be  wi'itten  eoiieerniiiij-  it.  and  the  stor\-  would  still 
lie  meomplete.  .  It  is  sad  to  thiidv  that  nearly  all  the  old  drivers,  so 
full  of  life  and  hojx'  ami  promise  when  pursuing  their  favoi-ite  calling 
(Ml  the  nation's  great  highway,  have  answei-etl  the  summons  that 
awaits  the  whole  human  family,  and  of  the  vast  multitude  that  wit- 
nessed and  admired  the  dashing  ex])loits  of  the  old  drivers,  but  i'vw 
renuiin  to  ivlate  the  story.  When  the  old  ]tike  was  superseded  by 
the  railroad,  many  of  the  stage  di-ivt-rs  went  west  and  continued  their 
calling  on  stage  lines  occupyingground  in  advance  of  the  approaching 
railway.  Others  lingered  on  the  eontines  of  the  familiar  road,  and 
fell  into  various  pursuits  of  common  life.  Of  these,  some  achieved 
success.  .\s  di'ivers  they  had  opjiortunity  for  maUing  acquaintances 
and  friemls.  Hanson  Willison  was  eminently  successful  as  a  local 
|)olitician.  and  a(ln(\c(l  the  distinction  of  l)cing  twice  elected  sheritt' 
of  .\  lleij,-han\-  connl\".  .Mar\land. 
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l)iiit'niiji(i)i}uil  t^tuiji-  Fropr'uiurg,  I.iicliia  TI'.  Stockluii,  Jaines  Iticsidc,  Dr.  IIniia,-il 
Kennedy,  William  H.  Stelle —  Old  Stage  Agents,  Chcuieif  Rcftlg,  John  Risley,  Wil- 
liam Biddh',J(imi'.i  Condi/,  Redding  Bunting,  Edirurd  Lane,  Theodore  Girniger, 
Charks  Danfoiih,  Jacob  Beck,  Daniel  Bivivn,  "  Billy"  Scott,  "Lem'''  C'/ms 
and  B.  W.  Earl  —  The  Pony  Expreaa. 


The  most  coiispicuons  of  all  the  old  stage  ])ro]))'ietors  ot  the  Na- 
tional Itoad  was  Lucius  Withani  Stockton.  James  Ifeeside  was  prob- 
ahl}^  an  older  stage  man,  and  may  have  owned  and  ojierated  more 
stage  lines;  but  Mr.  Stoclvton  was  longer  and  more  prominently  iden- 
titied  with  the  business  on  the  National  Boad.  He  "was  born  at  Flem- 
ington,  XeM'  Jersc\y,  September  1,  1799.  He  was  a  son  of  Lucius 
Stockton,  and  a  grandson  ot  the  Uev.  Philip  Stockton,  known  in  his 
day  and  among  his  countrymen  as  "  The  Revolutionary  Preache]"," 
Avho  was  a  l:)rother  of  Pichard  Stockton,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration 
ot  Independence  from  the  colony  of  New  Jersey.  L.  W.  Stockton 
ap])eared  in  UniontOAvn  as  a  stage  proprietor  previous  to  the  year 
1S24,  the  exact  date  not  ascertainable.  He  was  twice  married.  His 
fii'st  marriage  occurred  on  Xovemljer  24.  LS24.  and  at  that  date  he 
was  a  i-esident  of  PJniontown.  and  had  been  previous  thereto.  His 
tii-st  wife  was  Rebecca  Moore,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Moore,  an  old 
stage  ])r()])rietor  who  lived  in  AVashington.  Pennsylvania.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  had  six  children,  viz:  Richard  C, Daniel  ^loore,  Eliza- 
beth C.  Lucius  Witham,  Margaret,  and  Reltecca.  Richard,  Daniel, 
and  Elizalteth.  by  the  first  marriage,  are  dead:  the  last  nameil  died  in 
infancy.  Lucius  Witham  is  living  in  Philadel[)hia.  He  married 
Klleii.  the  youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  John  AVishart,  an  old  and  dis- 
tinguished ]ihysician  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  grandfathei-  on 
the  maternal  line  of  Hon.  p]rnest  F.  Acheson.  late  Re])ublican  nom- 
inee for  Congn'ss  in  the  Twenty-fourth  disti'ict  ot  Pennsylvania. 
Margaret  Stockton  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Thomas  Mclvennan,  a  lead- 
ing ])hysician  at  this  time  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  old  and  distinguished  Mclvennan  family  of  that  ]»lace. 
Rebecca  Stockton  became  the  wife  of  ('apt.  Alexander  Wishart.  and 
is  living  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  w]iere  her  husband  is  executive 
officer  of  the  Law  and  Order  League.  Captain  Wishart  was  a  gallant 
soldier  of  the  Union  army  in  the  war  between  the  States. 

Mr.  Stockton's  second  Avife  was  Katharine  Stockton,  his  first 
cousin.     She  is  still   living,  making  her  home  with   her  son-in-law, 
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Gen.  LeijKT.  ot'  Pliihi'ldphia.  By  liis  second  niarriiiiii-  .^^^.  Stoekton 
had  four  cluldivn.  as  follows  :  Katharine.  Riehard  C.  Elias  J^otulinot 
and  Henrietta  Maria.  Of  these  all  are  dead  luit  Henrietta  Maria.  She 
i.s  the  wife  of  Gen.  Lfi]n'r.  with  whom  her  niother  livrs.  as  hcfoi-i' 
stated,  in  Philadrl|thia. 

it  is  rtdatc-d  as  an  incident  in  the  early  career  of  Miv  Stiici<ton 
that  he  had  a  race  with  a  horse  and  l>unt;y  auainst  a  huomotive.  Iic- 
tween  tlie  I^elay  Hou.se  and  Baltinioiv.  in  whitdi  he  came  out  ahead. 
Tlie  hoisc  he  di-ove  on  that  occasion  was  a  favorite  iiray.  He  had  a 
pair  of  ••  Wintlower  mares,  which  he  drove  fic(iuenlly  tiom  Tnion- 
town  to  Wheelini;  hetween  hreaUtast  anrl  tea  time,  taii-yiii^  tw(»  or 
tiiree  lionrs  at  mid-day  in  Wu'^hiniiton.  At  the  wateriui:;  jilaces  he 
oi'dcred  a  little  whisky  to  he  ad<led  to  the  water  i^iven  the.se  sjtiritcd 
and  fleet  animals,  and  they  Itecame  so  aecustomeil  to  it  that,  it  is  said. 
the_\'  refused  to  ilrink  unless  the  watei-  containcil  the  stimulatini^ 
element.  He  would  also  drive  fi-om  Uni(»ntown  to  Cuinliei'land  in  a 
day,  sto])]iinL!;  at  the  stations  to  transact  husiness.  and  fr<Mn  Cumher- 
land  to  Haijei'stown.  sixty-six  miles,  was  an  ordinary  <lays  di-ive  for 
him.  His  private  carria<i;e  was  a  loniz;  open  vehicle  which  he  calletl 
•The  Flyini;  Dutchman."  Hanson  AVillison.  who  has  a  vivid  recol- 
lection of  Mr.  Stockton  and  his  lively  trijis  over  the  road,  .says  that 
the  names  of  his  sorrel  mares  (the  ••  Wintlowei's'" )  were  •Bet"  an<l 
••Sal.  and  that  they  once  ran  otf.  On  that  occasion  Mr.  Stockton 
Avas  accompanied  hy  his  wife  ami  a  sister.  ^Hss  Stockton  was  much 
alai'ined.  and  pullinLj  the  coat-tail  of  her  hrother  ci'iccl  out  ]iiteou>ly. 
•  Hold  on.  hrother  William,  hold  on,  <»r  wt'll  all  he  killed!"  But  Mr. 
Stockton  heeded  not  the  cries  of  his  sistei'.  and  havinic  no  fear  of 
Iioi'ses.  sf)on  reijaint'd  control  oftlie  runaways  without  >u--tainin<.j  loss 
or  injury. 

Mr.  Stockton  died  at  (nionlown  on  .\pril  '2^)\\\.  iSfl.  at  -Ben 
I.,<)mond."  the  mmu'  he  ^avc  his  i-esidcnce.  now  the  ])i"opi'rty  of  the 
widow  and  heii^s  of  the  late  .Indite  (Jihnore.  A  tew  years  a^othe 
rcnuiins  of  Mr.  Sto(d<ton  wei"e  removol  from  the  old  Methodist  hury- 
iii<^  ^ronufl  in  Uniontown.  umler  direction  of  his  lovinjx  daui^hters. 
Mrs.  Wishart  and  Mrs.  i)r.  .Mcivcnnan.  and  dej)ositcd  in  the  i>eautiful 
cenu'tcry  at  Washini^tfin.  l*a. 

.M  r.  Sto(d<ton  was  of  Kpiscopalian  lineai;c.  and  acli\c  in  estah 
lishinir  the  services  of  the  church  in  I 'iiiont(»wn.  lie  hroutrht  out 
Bishop  Stone,  of  Maryland,  to  hapti/.e  his  daui;hlei'  ludiccca.  now 
Mrs.  Wishart.  lie  was  a  vest  rynuin.  and  l>csidi's  coni  rihut  iui^  lihei-ally 
in  money  to  support  the  chur(  h.  don.-itcd  to  the  parish  of  Iniontown 
the  lot  nil  which  the  new  stone  cdilice  of  St.   I'eler's  now  stands. 

.lames  |{ecsidc,  tlu!  second  son  of  Kdward  Heeside  and  his  wife, 
.lanct  Alexander,  was  horn  near  Paisley,  ih-nfrcw.  Scotland,  and  was 
hroui^ht.  when  an  infant,  to  Baltimore  county.  .Md..  in  ITS!*,  where 
he  was  niiscil.  His  parents  hcinjx  in  humhie  cii-cnmstaiu-es.  toil  was 
his  first  estate,  i'ooi-  in  hook  leai'ninii;  ami  in  earthly  i^oods.  he 
[)osscssed  genius,  energy.  exiMUlivc  ahility.  and  an  aml>iti<ui  that  tilt«'d 
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liiin  to  be  a  leader  of  men.  Before  the  Avar  of  1812  he  was  a  wa<;-oner. 
hauling  merchandise  from  Baltimore  and  Philadeljthia  to  Pittsburi;- 
and  Avest  to  Zanesville  and  Columbus,  Ohio.  His  promptness  and 
sagacity  soon  enabled  him  to  own  his  own  teams,  Avhich  were  em- 
ployed in  hauling  artillery  to  Canada.  Commissioned  a  forage  master 
under  Gen.  AVintield  Scott,  at  Lundy's  Lane,  his  Scottish  blood 
prompted  him  to  seize  a  musket,  as  a  volunteer,  from  which  hard 
fought  battle  he  carried  honorable  scars.  On  his  return  he  settled  at 
Ilagoi'stown,  Md.,  Avhere,  in  1816,  he  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of 
John  AYeis,  a  soldier  of  the  Eevolutionary  war.  Abandoning  wagon- 
ing, he  ran  a  stage  line,  in  1810  to  1818,  from  Hagerstown  via  Green- 
castle  and  Mercersburg  to  ]McConnellstown,  there  connecting  with 
the  stage  line  then  in  operation  from  Chambersburg  to  Pittslnirg  by 
Bedford,  Somerset  and  Mt.  Pleasant.  In  1818,  in  connection  Avith 
Stockton  cS:  Stokes,  of  Baltimore  ;  Joseph  Boyd,  of  HagerstOAvn  ;  Kin- 
caid,  Beck  Sc  Evans,  of  Uniontown  ;  George  DaAvson.  of  BroAvnsville  ; 
Stephen  Hill,  of  Hillsboro  ;  and  Simms  tt  Pemberton,  of  Wheeling,  he 
put  on  the  iirst  regular  stage  line,  carrying  the  mail,  betAveen  Balti- 
more and  Wheeling,  before  the  construction  of  the  turnpikes  betAveen 
IlagerstoAvn  and  Cumberland.  This  division  of  the  route  being  from 
Hancock  to  Frostburg,  he  removed  to  Cumberland,  where,  in  con- 
junction Avith  his  stage  line,  he  kept  the  '■  McKinley  Tavern,"  at  the 
corner  of  Baltimore  and  Mechanics  streets,  afterward  kept  by  Jacob 
Fechtig,  James  Stoddard,  John  Edwards,  and  others,  and  uoav  known 
as  the  '^Elberon.'  In  1820  he  quit  taA'ern  keeping,  and  confined 
himself  to  mail  contracting  and  the  stage  business.  In  1827  John 
McLean,  Postmaster  General,  afterward  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Su])reme  Court  of  the  United  States.  prcA^ailed  on  him  to  take  the 
mail  contract  between  Philadel])hia  and  Ncav  York,  and  he  moved 
from  Cumberland  to  Philadelphia.  In  the  first  year  he  reduced  tlie 
time  for  transporting  the  mail  betAveen  the  tAvo  cities  from  twenty- 
three  to  sixteen  hours,  and  soon  thereafter  to  tAveh-e  hours.  He  soon 
became  the  owner  of  most  of  the  lines  running  out  of  Philadelphia 
and  New  Yoi-k.  and  the  largest  mail  contractor  in  the  United  States. 
He  employed  in  this  serA'ice  more  than  one  thousand  horses  and  four 
hundred  men.  The  Avagoner  soon  became  the  ••  Land  Admiral."  a 
title  giA'en  him  by  the  press  in  recognition  of  his  energy  and  ability. 
The  Postoffice  Department  at  that  time  haAnng  to  rely  on  its  OAvn 
resources,  and  under  Major  W.  T.  Barry,  then  Postmaster-General, 
the  service  had  so  increased  in  thinly  settled  sections  it  became  dee]>ly 
in  debt.  Mr.  Peeside  raised,  on  his  personal  responsibility,  large  sums 
of  money  to  relieve  it.  His  efforts  Avere  appreciated,  and  he  Avas  the 
esteemed  friend  of  Andrew  Jackson,  Henry  Clay,  and  other  distin- 
guished men.  Avithout  regard  to  politics,  although  he  Avas  a  ]iro- 
nounced  Democrat.  Of  massiA'e  frame,  six  feet  five  inches  in  height, 
yet  spare  in  flesh,  clear  cut  features,  sparkling,  clear  blue-gray  eyes, 
fair  complexion,  Avith  dark,  sandy,  curly  hair,  he  Avas  a  true  High- 
lander in  appearance,  genial  in  disposition,  Avith  quick  and  ready  Avit. 
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Fond  of  song  and  sloiy.  kind.  jQt  strict,  with  all  in  his  employment, 
and  u-enerous  to  a  fault,  no  Avords  can  more  appropriately  describe 
liini  than  those  of  his  favorite  poet  and  countryman,  Eobert  Burns: 

"  For  thus  the  royal  mandate  ran, 
AVhen  first  the  human  race  began, 
The  social,  friendly,  honest  man 

"Where  'er  he  be, 
'Tis  lie  fulfills  great  nature's  plan. 

An'  none  but  he." 

Controversies  arising  Ix'tween  Amos  Kendall,  the  successor  of 
Barr3\  and  all  the  old  mail  contractors,  their  pay  was  suspended  upon 
frivolous  grounds,  compelling  them  to  bring  suits,  among  the  most 
celeln-ated  of  wliich  were  those  of  Eeeside  and  Stockton  &:  Stokes. 
The  hitter's  case  was  referred  to  Yirgil  Max}',  who  found  in  their 
favor  about  $140,000.  Mr.  Eeeside's  claim  was  tried  before  Justice 
Baldwin  and  a  jury  in  1841,  and  resulted  in  a  verdict  for  plaintiff  of 
$190,496.00.  which,  after  seventeen  years,  was  paid,  with  interest. 
As  soon  as  his  contracts  under  Kendall  exi)ired  he  quit  the  mail  ser- 
vice, after  putting  the  Philadelphia  and  New  Yerk  mail  on  the  Cam- 
den &  Amboy  railroad  during  the  residue  of  his  contract  term. 

In  1830  he  liought  the  interest  of  John  W.  Weaver  between  Cum- 
berland and  AVheeling,  then  a  tri-weekly  line;  increased  it  to  a  dail}', 
then  twice  daily,  and  added  another  tri-weekly  line,  and  named  the 
lines  '-Good  Intent,"'  which  was  the  name  he  had  previously  given 
the  fast  mail  line  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg.  In  1839  he 
sold  his  entire  interest  in  the  National  Road  lines,  and  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  his  suit  against  the  United  States.  His  health  being  impaired, 
he  s])ent  the  winter  of  1842  in  New  Orleans.  Eeturning  in  the  ensu- 
ing spi'ing.  without  benefit  to  his  health,  he  died  in  Philadel])bia  on 
the  3d  of  September,  1842. 

Mr.  Reeside  attracted  attention  Ity  reason  of  the  peculiar  garb  he 
appeared  in.  In  the  winter  season  he  always  wore  a  long  drab  over- 
coat and  a  fur  ca]i.  Once  in  ])assing  along  a  street  in  Philadelphia  in 
ci)ini)any  with  Col.  Kichurd  .\[.  Johnson,  of  Kentuck}'.  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States,  some  scarlet  cloth  was  observed  in  a  tailor's 
wiiulow,  which  prompted  Col.  Johnson  to  say:  •'Eeeside,  as  your 
coaches  are  all  red,  you  ought  to  wear  a  red  vest."'  Mr.  Eeeside  re- 
|)lied:  -I  will  get  one  if  .you  will."  '■  Agreed,"'  said  Johnson,  and 
straightway  both  ordered  red  vests  and  red  neckties,  and  from  that 
time  as  long  as  they  lived  continued  to  wear  vests  and  neckties  of  scar- 
let colors.  James  Reesi<le  aided  in  an  early  day  to  develop  the  mighty 
resources  of  our  country,  witb  such  agencies  as  were  then  available, 
and  bis  name  and  good  work  deserve  to  bi-  ])erpetuated  in  liistoi-y. 

I)r.  Howard  Kennedy,  an  owner  of  stocdv  in  the  National  K'oad 
Stage  C()ni])anv.  and  for  :i  brief  ])ei"io(l  a  trustee  of  the  roa<l  under  the 
provisions  of  a  I'l-nnsylvania  law.  enacteil  in  1S4M.  repeale<l  in  IS;")!!, 
was  bfn'ii  in  Washington  county.  ^Faryland,  Se])tember  lalh.  ISO!). 
Ili<  lather  was  the  Hon.  Thomas  l\enned\-.  an  illuslrious  citi/.en.  who 
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figured  conspicuously  in  the  history  of  Mavyland  in  the  olden  time. 
T)i'.  Kennedy  was  a  graduate  of  the  jMcdical  University  of  Baltimore, 
and  a  thoroughly  educated  physician,  but  the  practice  of  medicine 
not  jn'oving  congenial  to  his  tastes,  he  soon  abandoned  it  and  em- 
harked  in  other  pursuits.  About  the  year  1840,  or  a  little  before  tliat 
time,  he  was  appointed  a  special,  confidential  agent  of  the  general 
postotfice  department,  in  which  relation  he  achieved  distinction  hy 
detecting  numerous  mail  robberies,  and  bringing  the  perpetrators 
Itefore  the  courts  for  trial  and  punishment.  It  was  through  the 
vigihvnce  of  Dr.  Kennedy  that  the  mail  robberies  of  the  llaldemau 
Itrothers,  Pete  and  Abe,  and  Pate  Sides,  at  Negro  Mountain,  Avei-e 
discovered,  and  the  offenders  apprehended  and  punished. 

The  Ilaldemans  and  Sides  were  stage  drivers,  and  their  calling 
through  the  dismal  shades  of  death  and  other  dark  regions  in  the 
mountains  with  big,  tempting,  mail  bags  in  their  charge,  no  doubt 
turned  their  minds  to  what  the}'  considered  a  speedy,  if  not  altogether 
a  safe  method  of  getting  money.  AVhispers  of  suspicion  growing  out 
of  the  vigihince  of  Dr.  Kennedy  in  ])ushing  his  investigations,  reached 
the  ears  of  the  suspected  ones,  and  they  fled  to  Canada,  but  not  to  be 
thwarted  in  his  ])urposes,  Dr.  Kennedy  pursued  them  thither,  had 
them  arrested  and  brought  back  to  Baltimore  for  trial.  Abe  Ilalde- 
inan  was  acquitted,  but  Pete  and  Pate  Sides  were  convicted  and  sent 
to  the  ]X'nitentiary.  Dr.  Kennedy  was  also  the  prime  mover  in  bring- 
ing to  light  the  noted  mail  robberies  of  Dr.  John  F.  Braddee,  of  Union- 
town,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  affidavits: 

Pennsylvania^  Fayette  County,  ss.: 

The  testimony  of  Dr.  Howard  Kennedy  taken  before  N.  Ewing. 
president  judge  of  the  14th  Judicial  district  of  Pennsylvania, the  8th 
day  of  January,  1841.  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  bail  to  be  re- 
quired of  John  F.  Braddee,  Peter  Mills  Strayer  and  William  Purnell. 
The  said  Dr.  Howard  Kennedy  being  first  by  me  duly  sworn  accord- 
ing to  law,  deposeth  and  saith :  •■There  will  be  ditficulty  in  ascertain- 
ing the  amount  of  money  stolen  from  the  mails.  There  have  been 
six  mail  ])0uches  or  bags  stolen,  which  would  average  twenty  to  thirty 
thousand  dollars  each.  The  Avhole  would,  I  am  satisfied,  amount  to 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  I  saw  the  money  alleged  to  have  been 
found  in  the  stable  of  John  F.  Braddee.  The  amount  thus  found  was 
$10,098.60.     The  amount  of  cash  stolen  is  probably  about  $50,000. 

•HOWAED  KENNEDY." 

Taken  and  su!iscril>ed  before  me.  January  8th.  1841. 

N.  EWING, 
P.  Judge,  14th  Judicial  District. 

PrrxsmRci,  January  2."),  1S4]. 
"Howard  Kennedy,  special  agent  of  the  postofRce  departnu'nt. 
in  addition  to  the  testimony  given  by  him  before  his  Honor,  Judge 
Ewing.  further  deposes  that  since  that  time  he  has  received  rc|)orts 
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from  variou.s  persons  and  places  in  the  West  of  letters  mailed  at  dates 
which  would  have,  by  due  course  of  mail,  been  in  the  bags  stolen, 
containing  bank  notes,  scrip,  certificates,  drafts,  and  checks,  amount- 
ing to  8102.000  and  upwards:  that  every  mail  ])rings  him  additional 
reports  of  losses,  and  that  he  believes  the  amounts  i\'])<)rte(l  will  not 
constitute  more  than  one-half  of  what  has  been  lost  in  tlu'  mails  l)c- 
tween  the  16th  of  November  and  the  ISth  of  December.  1840,  on  the 
route  from  Wheeling  to  Xew  York. 

•lIOAVArvI)  KENNEDY, 
"  Special  Agent  Postoffice  Department." 
Sworn  ami  subscribed  before  me  the  25th  day  of  Januarv,  1841. 

T.  lEWIN,  District  Judge. 

As  before  stated.  Dr.  Kennedy  was  one  of  the  owners  of  the  line 
of  coaches  known  as  the  National  Road  Stage  Company-.  This  was 
popularly  known  as  the  Stockton  line,  called  ••the  old  line,"  because 
it  was  the  oldest  on  the  road.  Dr.  Kennedy  managed  all  the  business 
of  this  line  relating  to  the  trans]iortation  of  the  mails.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  AVestern  Express  Compan}-,  doing 
business  between  Cumberland  and  Wheeling  and  Pittsburg  via  the 
Monongahela  river.  L.  W.  Stockton  dying  in  the  spring  of  1844,  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  Dr.  Kennedy  brought  his  family  from  Ilagers- 
town.  Mar3'land,  to  I'niontown,  and  established  his  residence  in  the 
old  Stockton  mansion,  called  ■■Ben  Lomond,"  now  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Judge  Gilmore.  Here  Dr.  Kennedy  resided  until  the  year  1851 ,  when 
he  i-eturned  to  Hagerstown,  where  he  died  on  the  12th  of  June.  1855. 
He  was  of  medium  height  and  delicate  form,  of  pleasant  address,  and 
a  gentleman  b}'  birth,  education,  association  and  as})iration;  in  relig- 
ion an  Episcopalian,  and  in  politics  a  Democrat.  His  widow,  a  sister 
of  the  late  Alfred  Howell,  of  Uniontown,  survives  him.  She  is  enjoy- 
ing the  sunset  of  a  gentle  life  in  Hagerstown,  the  central  iigurc  of  a 
]-cmnanl  of  that  polite  and  refined  society  which  in  the  palmy  days 
of  the  National  Road  distinguished  all  tln"  old  towns  along  its  line. 

William  H.  Stelle  was  born  in  New  Jei-sey,  and  it  will   be   noted 

that    many  of  the  stage  owners,  agents,  and  drivers  came  out  li'om 

that  Stale.     Two  of  Mr.  Stelles  partners  in  the  stage  business.  John 

.\.  Wirt  and  Mi".  Hutchinson,  were  likewi.se  Jer.sey  men.     It  is  related 

that   Mr.  Stelle  and  Mr.  Acheson  were  both  desirous  of  selling  their 

interests  in   the  stage  lines,  the  former  l)eing  an  owner  in  the  (iood 

Jhtciit,  and  the  latter  in   the  StocUton   line.     Mr.  Stelle  one  day  ap- 

])roached  -Mi'.  Acheson  in  Wlirding.  and  told  bini  be  would  give  him 

five  hundi-ed  dollars,  if  he  would  .sell  or  buy  at  a  price  to  be  mutually 

named.      Mr.  Ache.son   named   a  ])i-ice  which   he  would  give  or  take, 

and    .Mr.  Stelle  elected   to  sell,  and   promptly   pai<l   Mr.  Acheson  five 

bnndrcd  <lollai's  for  acceding  to  bis  projjosition.     Mr.  Siclle  located  in 

Wbeeling  about    the  year  1H41.  an<l  die(l  at  Elm  (irove.  Ohio  county. 

West  \'irginia.  on  the  2(ith  of  Septend»er,  lS54.aged  about  fifty  years. 

He  left  a  son.  William    II..  and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Susan  P.  Hamilton, 
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Agents  of  the  stage  lines  possessed  functions  some^vhat,  but  not 
altogether,  like  those  of  railroad  conductors.  Some  agents  passed 
constantly  over  the  road,  paying  bills,  providing  horses  and  equipage, 
and  giving  general  direction  to  the  running  of  the  lines.  Others 
were  stationary,  attending  to  local  business.  These  agents  were 
prominent  characters  of  the  road,  and  popularly  esteemed  as  men  of 
high  position.  One  of  the  earliest  agents  was  Charles  itettig,  who 
subsequently  kept  the  tavern  two  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Wash- 
ington, and  referred  to  in  a  chapter  on  taverns  and  tavern  keepers. 
John  Ivisly,  of  Frederic,  Md.,  and  William  Biddle  and  James  Coudy, 
of  Hancock,  were  old  agents  of  lines  east  of  Cumberland.  Redding 
Bunting,  Edward  Lane,  Theodore  Granger  and  Charles  Danforth  were 
agents  of  the  Old  line  west  of  Cumberland,  with  authority  extending 
to  Wheeling.  Bunting  also  kept  the  National  House  in  Uniontown,  and 
Lane  kept  the  National  House  in  Washington, which  were  headquarters 
at  those  points  respectively  for  their  line.  Charles  Danforth  was  a  lead- 
ing local  agent  of  the  Stockton  line  at  Uniontown.  He  was  a  large,  tine 
looking  man,  with  tlorid  complexion,  heavy  black  whiskers,  and  pos- 
sessed of  popular  manners.  He  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and 
died  at  Bedford,  Pa.,  in  1853.  His  remains  were  brought  to  Union- 
town,  and  interred  in  the  old  Methodist  cemetery,  near  Beeson's  old 
mill.  His  widow  is  living  in  Chicago.  Edward  Lane  was  a  man  of 
average  size,  of  reddish  complexion,  energetic  in  motion,  and  aftable 
in  manner.  His  tavern  in  Washington,  Pa.,  Avas  one  of  the  best 
eating  houses  on  the  road.  Granger  was  a  large,  dark  complexioned 
man,  not  well  liked  by  the  people,  but  a  favorite  of  Mr.  Stockton. 
After  the  stage  lines  were  taken  from  the  road.  Granger  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati, procured  employment  at  a  livery  stable,  and  died  in  that  city 
in  indigent  circumstances.  Jacob  Beck  was  an  agent  for  Weaver's 
line,  Avhich  was  on  the  road  a  short  time,  and  went  with  that  line  to 
Ohio  and  Kentucky.  He  returned  from  the  West,  and  was  a  bai'- 
keeper  for  John  N.  Dagg,  of  Washington,  Pa.,  and  subsequently,  as 
elsewhere  stated,  kept  tavern  at  Eony's  Point,  Va.,  and  died  there. 
He  was  an  old  stage  driver,  a  good  one,  and  esteemed  as  an  honest 
man.  Daniel  Brown,  mentioned  among  the  old  tavern  keepers,  was 
an  agent  of  the  Good  Intent  line,  and  a  very  competent  one.  He  was 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  his  sad  ending  has  been  alluded  to  in 
another  chapter.  William  Scott,  familiarly  called  "  Billy,"'  was  a  Avell- 
known  agent  of  the  Good  Intent  line.  He  had  been  a  driver,  and 
was  promoted  to  an  agency  on  accotmt  of  his  com])etency  and  fidelity. 
He  was  a  master  of  his  business,  a  man  of  small  stature,  dark  hair 
and  complexion,  and  a  little  given  to  brusqueness  of  manner,  but  on 
the  whole  I'ather  a  po]jular  agent.  He  remained  an  agent  of  the  Good 
Intent  line  until  business  ceased  on  the  road,  when  he  went  to  loAva, 
and  became  an  agent  of  a  stage  line  in  that  State.  From  Iowa  he 
went  to  Texas,  and  died  at  Jetferson  in  that  State.  It  is  said  that  he 
was  descended  from  a  good  family  on  both  sides,  who  were  wealth}-, 
and  that  he  engaged  in  stage  driving  from  choice,  rather  than  neces- 
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sity,  aud  his  friends  were  disappointed  in  his  career.  Lemuel  Cross 
was  an  agent  of  the  Old  line.  He  also  kept  tavern  at  Piny  Grove, 
as  elsewhere  stated,  and  is  well  remembered.  His  jurisdiction  as 
agent  M'as  mainly  on  the  mountain  division  of  the  road,  and  he  thor- 
oughly understood  his  business,  and  was  familiar  with  all  the  haunts, 
hills,  and  hollows  of  the  mountains.  B.  W.  Earl  was  likewise  an 
agent  for  a  while  of  the  Good  Intent  line.  He  commenced  a  driver, 
was  advanced  to  an  agency,  and  ended  a  tavern  keeper.  John  Foster, 
Andrew  Cable.  AVilliam  F.  Cowdery,  Levi  Eose  and  William  Terry 
were  agents  at  "Wheeling.  The  latter  had  charge  in  part  of  Neil, 
Moore  &  Company's  line  in  Ohio. 

THE  PONY  EXPRESS. 

In  the  year  1835  or  6,  Amos  Kendall,  being  Postmaster-General, 
placed  on  the  road  a  line  of  couriers,  called  the  "  Pony  Express."  It 
Avas  intended  to  cany  light  mails  with  more  speed  than  the  general 
mail  was  carried  by  the  coaches.  The  Pony  Express  was  a  single 
horse  and  a  boy  rider,  with  a  leather  mail  pouch  thrown  over  the 
horse's  back,  something  after  the  style  of  the  old-fashioned  saddle- 
bags. The  route  for  each  horse  covered  a  distance  of  about  six  miles 
on  the  average.  The  horse  was  put  to  his  utmost  speed,  and  the  rider 
carried  a  tin  honi  which  was  vigorously  blown  when  approaching  a 
station.  AVilliaiu  Moore.  Thomas  AVooley,  subsequently  stage  dri- 
vers, William  Meredith,  Frank  Holh'  and  James  Neese  were  among 
the  riders  on  the  Pony  Express  east  of  Cumberland,  and  Sandy  Con- 
ner, Pate  Sides  and  Thomas  A.  AViley,  all  three  afterward  stage  dri- 
vers, and  AVilliam  Conn  i-ode  west  of  Cumberland.  AYiley  rode  from 
Uniontown  to  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  also  between  Washing- 
ton and  Wheeling.  He  went  with  the  log  cabin  boys  from  Union- 
town  to  Baltimore  in  1840  as  a  driver  of  one  of  the  stage  teams  em- 
])loyed  on  that  occasion.  He  is  still  living,  an  employe  of  the  Balti- 
luoi-e  &  Ohio  Ivailroud  Company  at  Camden  Station,  Baltimore,  in  the 
sei-vice  of  which  he  has  been  em]»loyed  since  1852.  He  was  an  at- 
tendant at  the  bedside  of  L.  AV.  Stockton  during  that  gentlenum's 
last  illness.  Calvin  Morris,  a  son  of  William  Alorris,  the  old  tavern 
keeper  on  the  hill  west  of  Monroe,  and  AVilliani  Downer,  a  son  of  the 
old  gentleman  who  lived  :if  and  maintained  the  big  watei"  trough  on 
Laurel  Hill,  were  also  riders  on  the  Pony  J'iX])ress.  William  Alorris 
was  one  of  the  contractors  for  carrying  tiiis  fast  mail,  and  liis  house 
was  one  of  the  relays  of  the  line.  Tiie  relay  next  west  was  the  old 
toll  house  near  Seai'ights.  Luther  JNIorris.  a  brother  of  Calvin,  the 
I'ony  Express  i-jder,  went  to  Iowa  ])revious  to  the  civil  war,  and  was 
elected  State  Tivasurer  on  two  or  three  occasions.  John  (iiltillan. 
now,  f)r  ix'cently.  of  i'arkersburg.  West  A'ii'ginia.  was  a  rider  on  I  lie 
Pony  Express  between  West  Alexander  and  Wheeling.  Bryant  and 
Craven,  of  West  Alexander,  were  among  the  contractors  of  the  I'ony 
IOx])ress  line.  ''The  Pony  lilxpress"  diil  not  remain  long  on  the  road. 
lull  wlifu  it  was  (111.  old  pike  boys  say  '"it  kicked  up  a  dust" 
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01(1  TiU't'riiii  and  Tarrrn  Kci'jx'iv  from  BaUirnon'  to  Boon^horo  —  Pmi  Ptciare  of  an 
Old  Tarern  bij  James  G.  Blaine —  The  3Iaypoh' —  TJic  Hand  in  Hand  —  Ear- 
lucker^s  —  Pine  Orchard —  The  Brown  Stand^  —  Leri  CJiambers,  tltc  Nitllificr  — 
Old  '\Vhalen''s  Snnjisli,  Boh  Foivler^s  Goose  and  WdrJichVs  Ham  —  Poplar 
Sprimjs — Allen  Dorsie,Van McPherson,  TheWidoic  Dean,  Getzendanner^s,  Peter 
Hagan,  Riddlemoser  and  the  McGrnder  House,  Peter  Zettle,  Emanuel  Harr. 

••  Cali)Well"s  Tavern:  AVc  did  nut  use  the  high  soundiug /(Ofc/. 
but  the  good  old  Anglo-Saxon  tavern,  with  its  wide  open  fire  in  the 
cheerful  bar  room,  and  the  bountiful  spread  in  the  dining  room,  and 
the  long  ])orch  for  summer  loafers,  and  the  immense  stabling  Avith 
its  wealth  of  horse-tlesh,  and  the  great  open  3'ard  for  the  road  wagons. 
How  real  and  vivid  it  all  seems  to  me  this  moment!  All  the  remin- 
iscences of  the  old  ])ike.  for  which  you  are  an  enthusiast,  are  heartily 
shared  by  me." — James  Gf.  Blaine. 

Caldwell's  tavern,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Blaine,  is  seven  miles  west 
of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  Avill  be  referred  to  hereafter  in  its 
proper  ])lace.  Mr.  Blaine's  descri])tion  is  a]>]iropriate  to  nearly  all 
the  old  taverns  of  the  road. 

The  outward  appearance  of  an  old  tavern  of  the  National  Road 
Avas  no  index  to  the  quality  of  the  entertainment  it  atforded.  ]\rany 
of  the  least  pretentious  houses  furnished  the  best  meals,  and  paid  the 
most  agreeable  attention  to  guests  and  patrons.  It  vas  not  unusual 
to  see  the  wagon  yard  attached  to  a  small  wooden  and  ap])arently  de- 
caying tavern  crowded  with  teams  and  wagons,  while  the  inviting 
grounds  of  the  imposing  l)rick  tavei'n  near  by  were  without  an  occu- 
])ant. 

The  May  Pole  tavern  in  Baltimore  Avas  a  favorite  stopping  place 
for  old  wagoners.  It  is  located  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Paca  and 
German  streets,  and  still  standing,  an  object  of  much  interest  to  the 
old  people  of  the  road.  In  front  of  it  stands  a  tall,  slim,  granite  col- 
nmn,  representative  of  a  pole,  and  preservative  of  the  ancient  name. 
The  Mav  Pole  was  kept  in  1833  bv  Henrv  Clark,  and  in  1836  bv 
James  Adams,  who  remained  in  charge  until  his  death.  His  suc- 
cessor was  Isaac  AVillison,  a  Virginian,  and  before  assuming  control 
of  the  May  Pole,  an  agent  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  com- 
jtanv.  at  Frederic  City.     Cieorge  Elliott,  subsequent h'  manager  for 
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Mrs.  Adiims,  at  the  Mountain  City  house  in  Cuniberhmd,  was  at  one 
time  a  clerk  in  the  May  Pole  tavern. 

The  ''Hand  in  Hand"  tavern  on  Paca.  between  Lexington  and 
Saratoga  streets,  and  the  '-White  Swan"  on  Howard  street,  were 
likewise  old  wagon  stands  in  Baltimore,  well  patronized  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Xational  lioad.  Thomas  Elliott  also  kept  a  wagon  stand 
in  Baltimore,  and  enjoyed  a  fair  share  of  patronage.  He  was  the 
lather  of  George  Elliott,  above  mentioned.  The  May  Pole,  however, 
was  the  favorite  tavern  of  the  old  wagoners  of  the  National  Road. 
The  -Three  Ton '"  and  "Gen.  Wayne"  taverns  had  each  extensive 
stablinir,  and  furnished  accommodations  for  droves  and  drovers.  The 
National  Eoad  entered  the  city  of  Baltimore  by  way  of  West  Balti- 
more street. 

The  first  wagon  stand  west  of  Baltimore,  fifty  years  ago,  was 
kept  l)y  a  man  whose  name  was  Hawes.  It  was  seven  miles  from  the 
city,  and  wagoners  often  left  it  in  the  morning,  drove  to  Baltimore, 
unloaded,  reloaded,  and  returned  to  it  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day.  and  the  next  morning  proceeded  on  the  long  journey  to  their 
western  destination.  The  Hawes  tavern  ceased  to  do  business  after 
1840. 

At  EUicott's  Mills,  ten  miles  west  of  Baltimore,  there  was  no 
wagon  stand,  but  stage  houses  were  located  there,  where  stage  teams 
were  kept  and  exchanged. 

One  mile  west  of  EUicott's.  Fraidv  Earlocker  kept  a  wagon 
stand,  that  was  largely  patronized.  He  was  rather  of  an  economical 
turn  of  mind,  and  old  Avagoners  were  wont  to  say  of  him  that  he 
concealed  the  whisky  bottle  behind  the  counter,  against  the  custom 
of  the  road,  which  was  to  expose  it  to  full  view  ;  and  it  is  said  that 
the  miserlv  Earlocker  lost  more  than  he  gained  bv  his  habit,  since  it 
induced  wagoners  to  inquire  for  a  drink,  more  to  worry  the  landlord 
than  to  appease  the  appetite. 

A  short  distance  west  of  Earlocker's  is  •■Pine  Orchard,"  where  a 
tavern  was  ke])t  by  one  Gosiin.  He  was  a  goslin  onl}'  in  name. 
Othei'wise,  he  Avas  a  square  man.  and  knew  how  to  treat  strangers 
and  travelers,  especially  wagoners,  wlio  largely  favored  him  with 
their  ]»atronage.  His  house  was  a'bi-ick  structure,  and  stocnl  on  the 
north  side  of  the  road,  and  for  aught  known  to  the  conti'ary,  is  still 
standing,  a  monument  commemoi-ativc  of  the  many  good  old  taverns 
which  studded  the  road  in  the  dayn  of  its  glory. 

James  Dehoff  ke])t  a  tavern  at  Pine  Orchard  as  early  as  1885. 
His  Innisc  was  a  wagoners'  resort,  and  stood  on  the  .south  side  of  the 
road. 

.\ii  iilil  lav(i-ii.  kiiiiwn  ;is  I  lie  "Brown  Stand,"  four  miles  west  of 
-'  i'iiie  Orcliard.  was  a  ))oj)ular  stop])ing  jdace  for  wagoners  in  its 
day.  Ill  1838  Levi  Chainbei's  took  charge  of  this  house,  and  continued 
(o  conduct  it  until  1842.  He  was  called  "Nuliifier  "  Chamlters,  be- 
cause of  his  adherence  to  the  nuHitication  doctrine,  aiiinniiiccil  ami 
advocated    by  .lohii    ('.  ('allioiin.      lie.  liuwi'Vcr.  kiu'W  liow  to   keep  a 
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tavern,  and  Avas  a  sober  and  intelligent  man.     On  the  first  of  Jan- 
nary,  1841,  John   Crampton  and  William  Orr,  old  wagoners  before  ^ 
mentioned,  drove  ont  from  Baltimore  with  fnll  loads,  and  pnt  np  at  * 
the  "  Brown  Stand."     During  the  night  a  box  of  silk  goods  was  stolen 
from  Orr's  Avagon.     The  loss  was  discovered  earl}^  in  the  morning, 
and  Orr  and  Chambers  each  mounted  a  horse  and  pushed  out  in  the 
direction  of  Baltimore,  in  search  of  the  stolen  goods  and  the  thief.  , 
There  was  a  light  snow  on  the  road,  and  tracks  were  visible,  indi- 
cative of  rapid  steps  toward  the  east.     Eeaching  Baltimore,  Messrs. 
Orr  and  Chambers  entered  the  bar  room  of  the  May  Pole  tavern,  in 
which  a  number  of  persons  were  drinking,  and  among  them  one,  who, 
from  his  actions,  was  suspected  as  the  thief.     He  w^as  arrested,  tried, 
convicted,  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 

Four  miles  w^est  of  the  '■  Xullitier's,"  John  Whalen  kept  a  wagon 
stand,  and  one  of  the  best  on  the  road.  Old  wagoners  entertain 
pleasant  recollections  of  John  Whalen,  and  delight  in  recounting  the 
good  cheer  that  abounded  and  abided  in  his  old  tavern.  He  kept  the 
tavern  at  this  yjoint  nyj  to  the  year  1842. 

One  Warfield  kept  a  tavern  a  short  distance  west  of  Whalen's  as 
early  as  1835,  and  had  a  good  wagon  custom.  Old  wagoners  had  a 
rough  distich  on  this  section  of  the  road,  running  something  like  this  : 

"  01(1  Wheeler's  suntisb, 
Bob  Fowler's  roast  goose, 
Warfield's  ham, 
Ain't  that  jam!" 

New  Lisbon  was  an  aspiring  village,  twenty-six  miles  Avest  of 
Baltimore,  and  the  first  point  of  note  west  of  Whalen's.  Stages 
sto])ped  and  teams  Avere  changed  at  New  Lisbon,  but  it  had  no  wagon 
stand. 

At  Poplar  Springs,  one  mile  west  of  New  Lisbon,  there  was  a 
wagon  stand  kept  by  Allen  Dorsie.  Near  the  old  tavern  is  a  large, 
gushing  spring,  in  the  midst  of  tall  poplar  trees,  and  hence  the  name 
"Poplar  Springs."  Such  Avas  the  situation  at  this  point  fifty  years 
ago,  but  alas,  fifty  years  is  a  long  time,  and  the  '-Poplar  Springs" 
may  present  a  different  appearance  now.  Allen  Dorsie,  the  old  pro- 
prietor of  the  taA'ern  here,  Avas  likcAvise  and  for  nniny  years  superin- 
tendent of  the  Maryland  di\nsion  of  the  road.  He  Avas  a  A'ery  large 
man,  six  feet  in  height,  and  rounded  out  in  pro])oi'tion.  He  Avas  be- 
sides a  man  of  admitted  integrity  and  good  intellect.  He  ceased 
keeping  taA^ern  at  Poplar  Springs  in  1842. 

ScA'en  miles  Avest  of  Poplar  Springs  Yan  McPherson  kept  a  taA'- 
ern,  Avhich  did  an  extensiA^e  business.  The  proprietor  was  half  Dutch 
and  half  Irish,  as  his  name  imports,  and  he  had  the  faculty  of  pleas- 
ing everybody.  His  house  Avas  a  brick  structure  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road,  and  is  probably  still  standing.  Van  McPherson  kept 
this  house  from  1836  to  1842,  and  made  money  in  it. 

NeAV  Market  is  a  A'illage  Avest  of  McPherson's  old  tavern,  and  in 
Frederic  cottnty,  Maryland.     Here  the  stages  stopped  and   changed 
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teams,  and  an  old  wagon  stand  was  kej^t  by  one  Shell.  It  is  said  of 
Shell  that  his  name  differed  from  his  table,  in  that  the  latter  con- 
tained no  shells,  but  the  best  of  savory  viands. 

Three  miles  west  of  New  Market,  Frank  Wharton  kept  a  tavern, 
and  a  good  one.  He  Avas  rough  in  manner,  and  could  swear  longer 
and  louder  than  Wilse  Clement,  but  he  kept  his  house  in  good  shape 
and  did  an  extensive  business. 

One  mile  west  of  Wharton's  the  widow  Dean  kept  a  tavern. 
Her  house  was  a  brick  structure  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and 
she  owned  it  and  the  ground  whereon  it  stood,  in  fee  simple.  She 
was  largely  patronized  by  wagoners. 

Next  after  passing  Mrs.  Dean's  old  stand,  the  city  of  Frederic  is 
reached,  which  tifty  years  ago  was  the  largest  town  on  the  road  be- 
tween Wheeling  and  Baltimore.  James  Dehoof  and  John  Lambert 
kept  old  wagon  stands  in  Frederic  City.  Lambert  died  about  1840, 
and  was  succeeded  by  John  Miller,  who  kept  the  house  down  to  the 
year  1853. 

Four  miles  west  of  Frederic  City  the  old  wagoners  encountered 
Cotockton  mountain,  and  here  was  a  tine  old  tavern  kept  by  Getzen- 
danner.  a  German.  His  house  was  a  stone  building,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  road,  presumably  standing  to  this  da}'.  Getzendanner, 
true  to  his  native  traits,  was  the  owner  of  the  property.  Old  wag- 
oners unite  in  saying  that  the  old  Geriuaii  kept  a  good  house,  barring 
a  little  too  much  garlic  in  his  sausages. 

Peter  Hagan  played  the  part  of  host  at  an  old  tavern,  one  mile 
west  of  Getzendanner's.  His  house  was  a  log  1)uilding,  and  stood  on 
the  south  side  of  the  road.  As  before  stated,  the  outward  appearance 
of  an  old  tavern  on  the  National  Road  was  no  index  to  affairs  Avithiii  ; 
and  though  Peter  Hagan's  house  was  small  and  made  with  logs,  the 
cheer  within  was  exhilarating.  His  meals  were  sim]-)le  and  but  little 
varied,  yet  so  manipulated  in  the  kitchen,  and  spread  iijion  I  lie  tabic 
so  tastefully,  and  withal  so  clean,  that  they  wei'e  tem])ting  even  tt)  an 
epicure.  Peter  Hagan's  patrons  were  for  the  most  part  wagoners,  and 
the  old  Avagoners  of  the  National  lload  knew  what  good  living  was. 
ami  ■iiut  up''  only  where  the  fare  was  inviting.  Peter  Hagan  was 
an  nncle  of  Eobert  Hagan.  a  local  jiolitician  oi'  South  T^nion  town- 
shiii,  Fayette  countv.  Pennsylvania. 

Proceeding  westward  from  Hagan  s  old  taviTii.  the  next  ])(»inl  is 
tlu-  village  of  Middletown,  which  hoped  to  l)ecome  a  city,  and  might 
have  succeeded,  luid  nc^t  the  steam  railway  ecli))sod  the  gloi-y  of  the 
old  ]»ike.     At  Middletown  the  stages  had  ivlays  of  horses.     One  of 

tlie  stage  hou.ses  at  this  point  was  kv]A    l)y Titlow,  a  relative  of 

K.  B.  Titlow.  of  Unionlown.  ircrc  also  thcrr  was  a  wagon  stand. 
kei)t  by  Stimuel  Piddlenutsor.  'I'his  was  in  1S40.  In  the  spring  of 
184l  Ividdlemoser  moved  to  the  Widow  McGruder  house,  one  mile 
west  of  ]\Iiddletown.  The  McGruder  house  was  well  conducted,  and 
enjoyed  a  large  patronage. 

Sonth  Mountain  comes  next,  and  liere  a  tavrrn  was  Iccpi  by  one 
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Milk'i'.  It  was  11  wagon  stand,  a  stone  Imilding,  on  llii'  nortli  side  of 
the  road.  The  battle  of  South  Mountain  was  fought  here,  but  the 
roar  of  the  cannon  failed  to  awaken  the  departed  glories  of  the  old 
Miller  tavern. 

One  mile  west  of  South  Mountain,  Petter  Zettle,  a  German,  kej)t 
a  tavern.  It  Avas  a  wagon  stand,  and  a  popular  one.  The  hoiise  was 
of  brick,  and  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  The  old  landlord 
was  accustomed  to  join  in  the  merry-making  of  the  okl  wagoners,  and 
as  the  jokes  went  around  in  the  old  bar  room,  the  German  spice  was 
plainly  discernible  as  well  as  agreeable,  in  unison  Avith  the  familiar 
notes  of  the  native  pike  boys. 

One  mile  west  of  Zettle's,  Robert  Fowler  kept  a  Avagon  stand. 
Fowler  quit  in  1839,  and  Avas  succeeded  b}^  Emanuel  Harr,  who  con- 
ducted the  house  for  many  years.  Joe  Garver,  a  noted  blacksmith, 
had  a  shop  at  this  point.  Garver,  it  is  said,  could  cut  and  replace  as 
many  as  a  dozen  Avagon  tires  in  a  single  night.  It  Avas  not  an  un- 
common thing  for  the  old  blacksmiths  of  the  road  to  Avork  all  night 
at  shoeing  horses  and  repairing  Avagons. 
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OhI  Tmrnix  and  TmrniKitpiiii  ctuillinii'il  —  Boovshoro  to  Camherlund  —  Finily- 
(uicn,  Anlletam,  ILK/fralonii,  Dirti/  S/>igot,  Sliad;/  Boirer,  Clfar  Spring,  A'orlli 
MoHiitain,  Indian  Spr in ij,  Ilnncnck —  TIic  House  of  Nicudenrns  —  AcckhnI  on 
Sideling  JIlll,  the  Longest  Hill  on  the  Road  —  Snib  IloUon- — Tuini  Hill  — 
Green  Ridge  — Pratfs  Holhnr  —  A  Fugitive  Slare  —  Polish  Mnnntain  —  FUnt- 
stone  —  Martin's  Monutain.  . 

"  It  stands  all  alone  like  a  goblin  in  gray, 
The  olil-fasliione<l  inn  of  a  i)ioneer  day, 
In  a  land  so  forlorn  and  forgotten,  it  seems 
Like  a  wraith  of  the  past  rising  into  our  dreams; 
Its  glories  have  vanished,  and  only  the  ghost 
Of  a  sign-board  now  creaks  on  its  desolate  post, 
Recalling  a  time  when  all  hearts  were  akin 
As  they  rested  at  night  in  that  welcoming  inn." 

Jamks  Newtox  Matthews. 

Booiisboro  is  a  siniill  town  at  the  foot  of  South  Mountain  in 
Maryland,  and  in  tlie  jjalmy  (lays  of  the  Xational  Eoad  was  a  lively 
villag;e.  ( )ld  wagiuiers  and  stage  drivers  spread  its  fame,  but  raili'oad 
conduclors  are  silent  as  to  its  iiu-niory.  The  Slifer  Bi;otliers  ke])t 
tavern  in  Boonsboro  in  the  olden  time.  Their  house  was  not  a  wagon 
stand.  One  of  the  Slifer  bi-others.  as  before  stated,  claimed  to  be  the 
inventor  of  the  ••  I'lihliei-.  brake,  as  it  is  coniiiionly  called.  At  the 
west  end  of  Boonsboro  the  widow  (ialwix  kept  a  wagon  stand  and 
(lid  a  large  business.  She  was  the  widow  of  John  (Jalwix.  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned  as  a  fancy  wagoner.  IJobert  Fowler  kei)t  a  tavern  in 
lioonsboro  as  early  as  1835  and  a  wagon  stand  mi  the  north  side  of 
the    I'oail. 

Three  and  a  half  miles  west  ot  Boonsboro  Henry  and  Jacob 
Fosnock.  Germans.  ke))t  a  wagon  stand.  whi(di  was  well  patronized. 
The  pi'opci't  v  \\'as  owiieil  by  the  l"'n>ni  )c|<s.  and  tlu'y  made  money  with 
their  tavern.  They  were  baclieloi's.  but  had  an  unmarried  sisti-r. 
Susan,  who  acted  in  the  capacit}'  of  hostess.  She  subs(.'(|uen(ly  be- 
came the  wife  of  the  old  wagonei",  Joseph  Cram])ton.  The  Fosnocks 
wei'c  at  tlie  point  nientioiieil  as  late  as  1842. 

I'^unkstown  a])pears  next  in  sight.  Fnnkstown.  another  old  village 
idcniitied  with  (he  by-gone  glories  of  tlu-  old  jiike.  The  nanu'of  this 
village  brings  to  mind  the  once  familiar  form  of  John  l-'unk'.  an  old 
wagoner.  John  livi'd  at  or  near  l''unkstowii.  and  his  family  nniy 
have  given  the  name  to  the  village.  I'^inkstown  is  located  on  Little 
Antii'tam  civek.  about  seventy  miles  west  of  Baltimore.     Fifty  years 
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ai;o  (here  was  a  ])aper  mill  and  a  <;fist  mill  at  Fiinkstown,  and  Ihcy 
may  bo  there  yet.  and  others  in  atklition.  At  the  east  end  of  Funks- 
town,  Jose^ih  Watts  ki'j^t  a  wagon  stand,  and  eom]ieted  for  tlie  ens- 
toiii  of  the  wan'oiicTs  willi  William  Asliton.  who  ke|il  a  simiJai'  tavri'ii 
al  llie  west  end  of  the  town.  Eaeh  did  a  <;'ood  hnsiness.  AslUon  will 
he  iH'nienihered  as  the  athletie  wagoner,  Avho  leaped  over  tlu'  to]) 
of  a  road  wagon  at  Petersburg.  lie  knew  the  wants  of  wagonei-s 
and  served  iluin  well  at  his  old  tavern.  He  was  the  owner  of  two 
tine  six-horse  teams,  and  kept   them  eonstantly  on  the  road. 

After  l-'unUstown.  eome  the  elassie  shades  and  handsome  streets 
of  JIagerstown.  Hagerstown  was  always  a  prominent  point  on  the 
road.  It  ranked  with  Wheeling,  AVashington,  BrowMisville,  Union- 
town.  Cumberland,  and  h'rederie.  JIagei'stown  was  a  station  for  the 
stage  lines,  ll  outlived  the  I'oad,  and  tloui'ishes  as  one  of  the  best 
towns  of  Maryland.  The  only  old  wagon  stand  in  Hagerstown  was 
that  ot  John  B.  AVreneh.  But  Hagerstown  was  I'ather  too  stylish  a 
))laee  for  old  wagoners,  and  \Vren(di  gave  up  his  h(mse  there  in  1S42, 
and  I'omoved  to  Pine}'  Grove,  where  he  found  a  more  eongenial 
atmosphere.  He  subsequently  ke])t  one  of  the  old  lavt'i-ns  at  (ii-ants- 
ville.  IVom  whicdi  ])oint  he  emigi-ated  to  Iowa,  and  died  thei'e. 

Four  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Hagerstown,  an  old  wagon  stand 
was  kept  by  David  Newcomer.  H  was  a  stone  house,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road.  Newcomer  furnished  good  entertainment,  and  was 
well  favored  with  customers,  mostly  wagoners.  He  was  a  (Quaker, 
and  a  money  maker.  He  dealt  in  horses,  in  addition  to  tavern  keep- 
ing. When  offering  a  horse  for  sale,  his  wife  was  accustomed  to  say 
ill  (he  hearing  of  the  person  proposing  to  bny :  "Now,  David,  thee 
must  not  sell  that  favorite  hoi'se."  This,  old  wagoners  say,  was  a 
••  set-np  job  "  between  David  and  his  spouse  to  gain  a  good  price.  New- 
comer was  the  ow'ner  of  the  property,  and  as  the  house  was  of  stone, 
is  probably  stan<ling  yet ;  but  the  ring  of  the  old  pike  has  gone  from 
it  long  since. 

Three  miles  westward  from  Newcomers  was  the  imposing  and 
well-remembered  tavernDkept  by  John  Miller.  It  was  of  bi-ick.  a 
large  and  commodious  building,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  the  I'oatl. 
.Miller  owned  the  ])roperty.  and  it  may  be  in  the  possession  of  his 
ilescendants  to  this  day.  There  were  large  rooms  in  this  house, 
ada])ted  to  dancing  purposes,  and  3'oung  men  and  maidens  of  the 
vicinity  frequently  tripped  to  the  notes  of  the  old  time  music  in  its 
spacious  halls.  The  waltz  was  unknown,  and  the  figures  varied  from 
the  ••hoe  down"'  to  the  cotillion,  closint"'  alwavs  with  the  ••Virginia 
Peel."  The  old  wagoners  wei'e  invai-iably  iinitt'd  to  jiarfieipate  in 
these  festivities,  and  engaged  in  them  with  a  gusto  not  excelled 
by  the  lads  and  lasses  of  tin-  surrounding  neighboi'hood.  Alfred 
Hailes,  the  old  ])ike  bo}'  of  Dunbar,  di-ove  a  line  team  from  John  8. 
Miller's  to  the  Nicodemus  House,  two  miles  west  of  Hancock,  as  early 
as  the  year  18110,  and  is  ])robably  the  only  survivor  of  the  young 
folks  who  ])ai'ticipated  in  the  gayeties  of  JNIiller's  old  tavei'ii. 
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One  mile  west  of  Millers  is  •Shady  Bower."'  There  a  tavern 
Avas  kept  b}'  Conrod  Wolse}'.  His  house  was  well  favored  bywagon- 
ers.  who  sought  his  g'enerous  board  in  goodly  numbers,  and  while 
well  liked  l\y  his  customers,  he  got  the  name  of  ••  Dirty  Spigot."  be- 
cause the  spigot  of  a  whisky  barrel  in  his  house  Avas  once  Ijesmeared 
with  tilth.  There  was  a  large  distillery  near  AVolsey's  tavern,  op- 
erated by  Barnes  Mason.  Mason  had  tAvo  teams  on  the  road,  driven 
liy  William  Kcefer  and  Joseph  Myers. 

Clear  Spring  comes  next,  and  derives  its  name  from  the  exist- 
ence of  a  large,  gushing  spring  of  clear  Avater,  in  A'olume  sufficient  to 
propel  a  mill.  An  old  Avagon  stand  Avas  kept  at  Clear  Spring  by 
Andrew  Kershaw,  who  died  the  ]:>roprietor  of  the  house,  and  Avas 
succeeded  l)y  his  son  Jonathan.  The  house  was  a  large  brick  build- 
ing, on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  Stages  stopped  and  exchanged 
teams  at  Clear  Spiring,  but  not  at  Kershaw's.  His  house,  as  stated, 
Avas  a  Avagon  stand.  Gusty  ]Mitchell  is  a  well-remembered  character 
of  Clear  Sjjring.  He  used  to  steal  and  drink  the  Avagoners"  Avhisky, 
and  '-bum"  around  their  teams  in  all  sorts  of  ways.  One  night  the 
Avagoners  poured  turpentine  OA^er  Gusty  and  set  fire  to  him,  AAdiich  so 
frightened  him  that  he  never  afterward  had  anything  to  do  Avith 
Avagoners. 

The  next  old  tavern  Avas  on  the  top  of  Xorth  Mountain,  tAvo 
miles  west  of  Clear  Spring,  kept  by  Joseph  Kensel.  It  Avas  a  log- 
house,  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  road.  Kensel  OAvned  the  property. 
"While  this  old  tavern  was  hund)le  in  outward  appearance,  the  iii-es 
Iturned  brightly  Avithin,  and  its  patrons,  avIio  Avere  numerous,  highly 
extolled  the  quality  of  the  Anands  it  spread  before  them. 

Indian  Spring  comes  next,  four  and  a  half  miles  Avest  from  Clear 
Spring.  Here  a  Avagon  stand  was  kept  by  David  Miller.  The  house 
is  a  stone  structui-e,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  and  Miller  OAvned 
it  in  fee  simple.  This  old  house  Avas  a  fiivorite  re.sort  of  Avagoners, 
and  night  after  night  echoed  the  once  familiar  notes  of  the  great 
highway,  in  the  days  of  its  glory. 

Three  miles  Avest  from  David  Miller's,  Anthony  Snider,  a  distant 
i-elatiA'c  of  John  Snider  of  happy  momory,  kept  a  Avagon  stand.  It 
Avas  a  frame  Iniilding  on  the  north  side  of  the  road.  Peter  HaAves 
once  lived  at  this  house,  and  hauled  stone  for  an  aqueduct  on  the  ad- 
jacent canal. 

Four  miles  Avest  of  Snider's,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  stood 
the  old  fraine  taA'ern  of  WidoAv  BcA'ans.  She  oAvned  the  property, 
and  her  house  Avasa  popular  stopping  place.  It  Avill  l)e  noted  that  in 
man}'  instances  AvidoAvs  kept  the  best  taverns  along  the  road.  There 
is  no  record  of  a  AvidoAv  making  a  failure  as  a  tavern  keei)er. 

Two  miles  further  on  to  the  Aveslward,  and  jjefore  the  once  fami- 
liar tave)'ii  of  Widow  Bevans  entfrely  recedes  from  vicAV,  the  oldAvagon 
stand  of  David  Barnett  is  i\'ached.  His  house  Avas  a  large  log  build- 
ing, on  the  north  side  of  the  i-oad.  Here  the  first  transportation  line 
of  six-horse  teams,  Jolm   Bradfield  agent,  had  relays,  its  next  relay 
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eastward  being  the  house  of  John  Miller,  before  mentioned.  Bur- 
nett was  a  jolly  old  landlord,  fond  of  exehangin<^- jokes  with  old  wagon- 
ers and  other  patrons.  He  had  a  manner  and  a  method  of  pleasing 
his  guests,  and  did  a  large  and  profitable  business. 

Westward,  two  miles  from  Earnett's,  is  the  liistoric  town  of  TTan- 
eoek.  nanu'(l  in  honor  of  the  man  who  wrote  his  name  in  letters  so 
large  and  legible,  that  they  were  read  all  round  the  world.  There 
was  no  old  wagon  stand  tavern  in  Hancock,  except  for  a  short  time 
aljout  the  year  1S3S.  John  Shane  estal)lished  it,  but  was  not  success- 
ful, and  removed  to  Cumberland,  where  he  set  up  a  confectionery 
shop.  Wagoners  preferred  country  before  town  taverns,  as  a  rule. 
Stages  stopped  and  exchanged  horses  in  Hancock. 

Two  miles  west  of  Hancock,  one  Nicodemus  kept  an  old  wagon 
stand.  His  first  name  has  not  been  preserved,  owing  ]n'ohaldy  t(t 
the  sublimity  of  his  surname.  He  was  known  all  along  the  road,  but 
mentioned  only  as  ISTicodemus.  His  house  was  a  frame  building  on 
the  north  side  of  the  road,  and  he  owned  it.  and  died  in  it.  He  ke])t  a 
good  tavern,  and  was  well  patronized.  Widow  Downer  kept  this 
house  before  the  time  of  Nicodemus. 

Two  miles  west  of  the  house  of  Nicodemus  is  vSideling  Hill,  so 
called  from  the  sloping  character  of  the  ground  upon  which  the  road 
is  laid.  At  the  eastern  foot  of  this  hill  Jacob  Brosius  kept  an  old 
wagon  stand,  and  had  a  good  share  of  custom.  His  house  was  a  frame 
Iniilding  and  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  The  distance  from 
the  foot  to  the  summit  of  Sideling  Hill  is  four  miles,  and  it  is  the 
longest  hill  on  the  road.  In  1837  Jacob  Anderson,  an  old  wagoner, 
was  killed  on  Sideling  Hill.  His  team  became  frightened  on  the  sum- 
mit and  ran  down  the  western  slope,  coming  in  contact  with  a  large 
tree  on  the  roadside  with  such  force  as  to  break  it  down,  and  falling 
on  Anderson,  he  was  instantly  killed.  Isaac  Browning.  Caleb  Lang- 
ley  and  Black  Westley,  with  their  teams  and  wagons,  were  on  the  road 
with  Anderson  at  the  time  of  this  accident.  Anderson  was  a  citizen 
of  Loudon  county,  Yirginia.  Langley.  Browning  and  Westley  hv- 
longed  to  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  road  crosses  a  stream  at 
Sideling  Hill,  called  Sideling  Hill  creek.  There  was  a  covered  bridge 
over  this  creek.  In  1841  John  Moss  and  Billy  GeorgejOld  Avagoners, 
drove  their  teams  on  this  liridge.  and  sto])ping  a  while  to  rest  undei- 
the  shade  afforded  by  the  roof  the  bridge  broke  down,  precipitating 
horses,  wagons  and  drivers  a  distance  of  fourteen  feet  to  the  water, 
causing  considei'able  damage  to  the  Avagons  and  the  goods  therein.  Init 
strange  to  sa}'  inflicting  bul  slight  injuries  u])on  the  drivers  and  teams. 
The  teams  and  wagons  belonged  to  Eobert  Newlove,  of  AVheeling. 

Tvvo  miles  from  the  foot  of  Sideling  Hill,  and  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road.  John  II.  Mann  kept  a  wagon  stand.  His  house  was  a 
frame  building.  Mann  was  a  citizen  of  some  prominence,  and  at  one 
time  represented  his  count}'  (Washington)  in  the  Maryland  Legisla- 
ture. It  is  not  known  that  his  proclivities  in  the  line  of  statesman- 
ship impaired  in  any  Avise  his  talent  for  tavern  kee]iing. 
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On  the  Avcstern  slope  of  Sideline;  Hill,  about  midway  lietween 
the  summit  and  the  foot.  Thomas  ^Sorris  kept  a  tavern,  whieli  was  a 
favorite  resort  of  Avagoners.  His  liouse  was  a  large  stone  building,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  road.  There  was  a  pieturesqueness  about  the 
loeation  of  this  old  tavern  that  imparted  a  peculiar  spice  to  the  ordi- 
nary rounds  of  entertainment  enjoyed  by  its  guests.  Samuel  Cessna 
kept  this  house  at  one  time. 

One  mile  west  of  Sideling  Hill  creek,  a  Avagon  stand  was  kept  by 
the  widow  \shkettle.  another  widow,  and  she  no  exception  to  the 
rule  befoi'O  stated,  thai  the  widows  all  kept  good  houses.  JFcr  name 
is  not  inappropriate  to  some  of  the  <luties  of  housekeeping,  but  Mrs. 
Ashkettles  forte  Avas  not  in  making  lye,  but  in  setting  a  good,  clean 
table.  She  had  a  son.  David,  who  managed  the  business  of  the  house 
for  her.  Her  house  was  a  frame  building,  and  stood  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road. 

Two  miles  west  of  Mrs.  Ashkettles  the  wayfarer  struck  the 
point  bearing  the  homely  name  of  •vSiiib  Hollow.'"  These  old  names 
never  wear  out.  no  matter  how  ugly  they  are,  and  it  is  well  they  do 
not.  They  all  have  a  signiticauce  and  an  interest,  local  or  otherwise, 
Avhich  would  I)e  lost  by  a  change  of  name.  Quidnuncs  in  history  and 
literature  have  exerted  their  restless  talents  in  efforts  to  obliterate 
these  seeminii'lv  rude,  old  names,  and  substitute  fancv  ones  in  their 
stead,  but  they  have  faile<l.  and  their  failure  is  a  pleasant  tribute  to 
the  supremacy  of  common  sense.  As  early  as  1825  the  Avidow  Turn- 
bull  kept  a  taA-ern  at  Snil>  Hollow.  Later,  an  old  wagon  stand  was 
kept  thei'e  by  John  Alder,  who  had  a  large  run  of  customers.  His 
house  was  a  lo!>-  Ituildinii*.  on  t-lie  north  side  of  the  road. 

Town  Hill  comes  next,  a  half  a  mile  Avest  of  Snib  Hollow,  at  the 
foot  of  Avhich  Dennis  Hoblit/.ell  Icept  a  tavei'u  as  early  as  the  year 
1830.  and  probably  earliei-.  The  house  Avas  on  the  east  side  of  the 
road,  and  the  locality  is  often  called  Piney  Plains.  Mrs.  McClelland, 
of  the  .McClelland  House,  UniontoAvn.  is  a  daughter  of  Dennis  Hob- 
litzell.  Samuel  Cessna  subsequently  ke])t  this  house,  and  stage  lines 
and  wagon  lines  all  sto])]ted  at  il.  Jt  Avas  here,  and  in  Cessna's  time, 
that  ( rOA'ernor  Corwiii.  of  '  )lii<i.  wasirealeil  as  a  negro  servant .  men- 
tion of  Avhich  is  made  in  another  chai)ter.  In  1836  John  Snider 
stop])ed  over  night  at  this  house.  Avitb  a  load  of  emigrants.  Avhile 
Cessna  was  keej)ing  it.  and  iiad  to  cli-an  the  oats  he  fed  to  his  hoi'ses 
with  an  oi'dinar}'  l)ed  sheet,  the  windniill  imt  having  ivaclu'<l  this 
point  at  that  early  day. 

At  the  foot  of  Town  Hill,  on  the  west  side,  Henry  Ik'vans  kept 
a  taA'ern.  It  Avas  a  Avagon  stand,  and  likewi.sc  a  station  for  one  of 
the  stage  lines.  The  house  stood  <ni  the  north  side  of  the  road,  and 
enjoyed  a  good  trade.  Samuel  I-nnian.  I  lie  old  stage  driver,  kept  this 
bo'nse  in  1830. 

Two  miles  west  from  the  I'xxans  house  is  (Jreen  Hidg«'.  whei'ean 
()\i\  Avagon  stand  was  ke]it  by  I'llislia  ('ojlins.  His  house  was  a  log 
biiildinir.  and  stood   on    the   north   side  of  the   roa<l.      Althoiiuh   (bis 
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house  was  huinlile  in  appearance,  old  wagoners  are  unstinted  in  l)e- 
stowing  praises  on  its  ancient  good  cheer. 

Trudging  onward,  two  miles  further  to  the  westward,  the  old 
wagoner,  and  many  a  weary  traveler,  found  a  ])leasant  resting  place 
at  ''Pratt's  Hollow,"  where  Samuel  Hamilton  kept  a  cozy  okl  tavern. 
It  was  a  frame  house,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  llamilton  was 
a  planter  as  Avell  as  tavern  keeper,  and  raised  tobacco  and  owned  and 
WM)rked  negro  slaves.  Levi  McGruder  succeeded  Hamilton  as  the 
keeper  of  this  house.  This  locality  derived  its  name  from  Pratt,  who 
owned  the  pro])erty  at  an  early  day,  and.  upon  authoi'ity  of  the 
veteran  David  Mahanew  kei)t  the  first  tavern  tliere.  An  incident 
occurred  at  Pratt's  Hollow  in  the  year  1842,  which  bi'ings  to  memory 
the  state  of  public  society  in  <inte  helium  iimcH.  Among  the  old  Avag- 
oners  of  the  road,  was  Eichard  8hadburn.  He  a\  as  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  born  a  slave,  while  his  com})lexion  was  so  fair,  and  his  hair 
so  straight,  that  he  readilj'  passed  for  a  white  num.  When  ([uite 
young  he  escaped  from  his  master  and  struck  out  for  liberty  among 
the  enlivening  scenes  of  the  great  highway  of  the  Pepublic.  On  a 
certain  evening  of  the  year  mentioned,  he  drove  into  McGruder's 
wagon  yard,  along  Avith  a  number  of  other  Avagoners,  to  rest  for  the 
night.  The  sun  had  not  yet  disappeared  behind  the  western  hills, 
and  a  stage  coach  pulled  up  in  front  of  McGfruder's  tavern,  and  stop- 
ped for  Avater,  as  was  the  custom  at  that  point.  Among  the  passen- 
gers in  that  coach  Avas  the  owner  of  the  slave,  8hadl>u]'n.  Looking 
out  through  the  Avindow  of  the  coach  he  obserA^ed  and  recognized 
Shadburn,  and  calling  to  his  aid  a  fellow  passenger,  emei'ged  from  the 
coach  Avith  a  determination  to  reclaim  his  property.  Dick  Avas  seized, 
but  being  a  man  of  great  muscular  pOAver,  succeeded  in  releasing 
himself  from  the  clutches  of  his  assailants  and  fled.  The  disap- 
pointed master  fired  at  Dick  with  a  pistol,  as  he  ran,  but  he  made 
good  his  escape.  The  team  dri\"en  by  Shadlnirn  belonged  to  Parson's 
of  Ohio,  Avho  shortly  after  the  escapade  mentioned,  sent  anothei" 
driver  to  McClruder's  to  take  charge  of  it.  Shadburn  never  after- 
Avard  reappeared  on  the  road,  and  it  is  believed  that  he  found  a  home 
and  at  last  a  o-raA^e  in  Canada. 

It  Avas  near  Pratt's  Hollow  that  the  Cotrells,  father  and  two  sons, 
murdered  a  peddler  in  1822,  the  perpetrators  of  Avhich  crime  Avere  all 
hung  from  the  same  scatt'old  in  Frederic.  The  old  tavern  at  Pratt's 
HolloAV  Avas  destroyed  by  fire  uuiny  years  ago,  and  Avas  never  rebuilt. 

Tavo  miles  Avest  from  Pratt's  Hollow,  John  S.  Miller  conducted  an 
oM  tavern,  aiul  a  good  one.  His  house  Avas  a  frame  building,  and 
stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  road.  It  Avas  a  ])0])ular  stop])ing  jtlace 
for  Avagoners.  Miller  kept  this  house  as  early  as  18I!G,  and  subse- 
cpiently  became  the  proprietor  of  the  old  taA'ern,  five  miles  AA^est  of 
Washington,  Pennsyh'ania,  Avhere  he  died. 

'■  Polish  Mountain  "  is  reached  next,  one  mile  Avest  of  the  old 
jMiller  stand.  On  the  summit  of  this  little,  but  picturesque  mountain. 
Philip  Fletcher  kept  an  old  ta\^ern,  and  greeted  and  treated  thousands 
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of  old  wagoners  and  other  travelers.  His  house  stood  on  the  north 
side  of  tlie  road,  and  Avas  made  of  logs,  but  the  table  it  furnished  was 
cfjual  to  the  best  on  the  road. 

And  next  eomes  Flintstcjne.  four  miles  west  of  Fletcher's.  All 
old  pike  boys  remember  Flintstone.  Tlu'  name  has  a  familiar  ring. 
The  stages  stopped  at  Flintstone.  and  Thomas  Ifobinson  kept  the 
leading  tavern  there,  in  the  olden  time.  His  house  was  a  stage  sta- 
tion, and  a  wagon  stand  as  well.  Eobinson.  the  good  old  laiidlnrd. 
H"(>t  into  a  ditticultw  manv  \-ears  ago.  Avith  oife  Silas  Twiii'ii".  and  was 
killed  outrii-'ht  bv  his  as.^ailant.  As  earlv  as  ISiJo  Jonathan  llmltUe- 
son  kept  a  tavern  in  Flintstone.  and  had  the  patronage  of  one  of  the 
stage  lines.  He  subsequently  kept  the  old  Tomlinson  tavern  at  the 
liittle  ^feadows.  John  Pijier  was  an  old  tavern  keeper  at  Flintstone. 
His  house  was  a  tavorite  summer  resort,  and  also  enjoyed  the  patron- 
age of  old  wagoners.  The  Piper  house  is  a  large  brick  building,  and 
stands  on  the  north  side  of  the  road.  John  Piper  died  about  the 
year  1S72.  The  house  is  continued  as  a  tavern  under  the  ji)int  nuin- 
agement  of  John  Howai'd,  a  son-in-law.  and  an  unnuirried  daughter 
of  the  old  proprietor.  Henry  B.  Elbon  also  kept  a  tavern  in  Flint- 
stone for  mauj'  years,  but  his  career  began  after  that  of  the  old  road 
(■n<led.  Elbon  died  aliout  four  or  five  years  ago.  Fairweather  and 
J..adew.  of  Xew  York,  own  and  operate  a  large  tannery  at  Flintstone. 

Two  miles  west  of  Flintstone,  Martin's  Mountain  is  encountered, 
at  the  foot  of  Avhich.  on  the  east.  Thomas  Streets  presided  over  an  old 
tavern,  and  welcomed  and  cared  for  many  a  guest.  His  liouse  was  a 
frame  structuiv.  on  the  south  side  of  the  road. 

Tw(j  miles  further  on  the  westward  tramp  the  widow  Osford  ke])t 
a  regular  old  wagon  stand.  She  was  assisted  by  her  son,  Joseph.  It 
is  needless  to  state  that  her  house  was  ]io])u]ar.  She  Avas  a  widow. 
Her  house  was  a  log  luiilding,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  Avith  a 
large  wagon  yai-d  attached.  Her  dining  room  occupied  the  greater 
poi'tion  of  the  ground  floor  of  her  house,  and  her  table  Avas  ahvays 
crowded  with  hungry  guests.  Kitchen  and  bar  I'oom  made  u])  tin- 
remaindt'r  of  the  first  story,  and  wagoners  Ijcds  covered  ever}'  inch 
of  till'  bai'  room  floor  at  night,  ^[rs.  Osford  retired  fi'om  this  house 
aflei'  a  long  season  of  prosperity,  and  Avas  succeeded  by  Peter  Hager. 
an  old  wagoner.  Avho  at  one  time  droA-e  a  team  for  William  Seai'ighl. 

Two  miles  Avest  from  Avidow  Osford's,  Hcni'^-  .Miller  kcjit  an  old 
tavern.  It  was  a  brick  house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  It  will 
l»e  noted  that  MilK'i-  is  the  leading  name  among  the  old  tavt-rn  keep- 
ers of  the  road.      The  Smitlis  don't  figure  much  in  this  line. 

Two   miles  Avest  of  Henry  Millers   an    old    tavern  was   kept    by 
Slifer.  whose  first  name  is  lost  to  memory.      It  i>  probable  he  was  of 
the  family  of  Slifers  avIio  ke]»t  at  Boonsboro.      It  is  said  of  this  Slifer 
that   he  was  a  good,  scpiare  dealing  landloril.  kept  a  good   house  and 
enjoyed  a  fair  share  of   jtatronage. 
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Old  Tavenis  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Cinnherland  in  Little  CrossinyK —  Tlte 
City  of  Cumberland  —  Ererstine'x — The  Six  Mile  Ilouife  and  Bridge  — 
Clarifs — Tragedy  in  Fronthurg — Tltomaif  Beall  —  Sand  Sjirings — Big 
Savage  ^  Little  Sarage  —  Thomas  Johnson — The  SJiades  of  Death  —  John^ 
Recknor  —  Piney  Grace  —  Mortimer  Cade —  Tointim^ou^ —  Widow  Wooding. 

Tlie  cit}'  uf  CuinbcTlaud  is  the  initial  point,  us  before  stated,  of 
tliat  portion  of  the  National  Eoad  which  was  constrncted  by  author- 
ity of  Congress,  and  paid  for  with  funds  drawn  from  the  public  treas- 
ury of  the  United  States.  In  1835  James  Black  kept  the  leadinii' 
tavern  in  Cumberhind.  It  Mas  a  stage  house.  In  183G  John  and 
Emory  Edwards,  of  Boonsboro,  leased  the  Black  House,  and  con- 
ducted it  as  a  tavern  for  many  years  thereafter.  John  Snider,  the 
old  ])ike  boy  of  pleasant  memoiy.  hauled  a  portion  of  the  househohl 
goods  of  the  Edwards'  from  their  old  home  in  Boonsboro  to  their  new 
location  at  Cumberland.  At  the  date  last  mentioned  there  were  two 
wagon  stands  in  Cumberland.  One  of  them  was  kept  by  Thomas 
Plumer.  I'lumer  had  teams  on  the  road.  The  other  was  kept  hv 
George  Mattinglj-.  Frederic  Shipk\y  kept  a  tavern  in  Cumberland 
i)revious  to  the  vear  1840.  It  was  located  on  Baltimore  street,  near 
the  site  of  the  station  first  established  b}"  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Bail- 
road  Company.  This  house  was  subsequently'  conducted  by  George 
W.  Gump,  and  alter  him,  in  1857,  by  David  Mahaney.  OneKaig,  of 
Bedford  county,  Pennsjdvania,  succeeded  Mahaney  in  the  control  of 
this  house.  It  was  called  "  The  American,"  and  entertained  wagon- 
ers and  the  traveling  public  at  large.  In  18-1:4  and  later,  the  widow 
Adams  kept  a  wagon  stand  in  Cumberland,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
i-olling  mill.  George  Elliott  was  manager  for  Mrs.  Adams.  The  house 
was  a  large  brick  structure,  and  knoAvn  in  its  day  as  the  '' Mountain 
City  House.'"  Lewis  Smith  ke])t  -'The  Blue  Springs  House"  on 
Mechanics  street,  and  Avas  largelj^  ])atronized  by  old  Avagoners. 
Frederic  Shipley  also  kept  a  taA'ern  on  Mechanics  street,  after  he  left 
the  American.  John  Kelso,  the  old  Avagoner,  kept  a  tavern  for  a 
short  time  on  Mechanics  street,  and  Avas  Avell  ])atronized;  and  Otho 
Barcus,  another  old  Avagoner,  kept  the  "  Pennsyh^ania  House  "  on 
Mechanics  street  in  1843,  and  for  a  ])ei-iod  of  three  years  thereafter. 
The  road  Avhen  first  laid  out.  as  seen  in  a  previous  chaptei',  passed 
oA'er  Wills  Mountain.  In  1834  this  location  was  changed  for  a  better 
grade,  up  the  A'alleys  of  Wills  creek  and  Braddock's  run.     To  nudvc 
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this  cliange  il  was  necessuiy  to  first  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Stale 
of  Maryland,  which  was  granted  by  an  act  of  her  Legislature  in  1832. 
The  old  Pluraer  tavern  stood  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  old  location, 
and  the  old  Mattingly  tavern  at  the  same  end  of  the  new  location. 
George  Evans  kept  a  tavern,  also,  near  the  eastern  end  of  the  original 
location. 

Five  miles  west  of  Cumberland,  on  the  new  location,  a  wagon 
stand  was  kept  Ity  Joseph  Everstine.  This  was  a  frame  house,  and 
stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  road.  It  was  well  conducted,  but  ow- 
ing to  its  ])roximity  to  Cumberland,  did  not  do  as  large  a  business  as 
other  taverns  of  the  road,  more  advantageoush^  located. 

Six  miles  west  from  Cumberland  there  was  an  old  tavern  known 
as  the  ••  Six  Mile  House.''  It  belonged  to  the  Bnices.  an  old  and 
Avealthy  family  of  Alleghanv  county.  Maryland,  and  man}'  years  ago 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  A  new  building  was  erected  on  the  old  site, 
and  remains  to  this  day  in  the  occupancy  of  a  nephew  of  the  old 
tavern  keeper.  Aden  Clary.  This  house  is  near  the  junction  of  the 
old  and  new  locations  above  referred  to,  and  near  the  stone  bridge 
over  Braddocks  run.  The  sixth  mile  post  from  Cumberland  stands 
on  the  north  wall  of  this  bridge,  firm  and  unshaken.  The  bridge  is 
well  preserved,  and  a  polished  stone  thereof  bears  this  inscription  : 
••1835  — Built  by  Thomas  Fealv,  Lieut.  Jno.  Pickell,  U.S.  Engineer. 
H.  M,  Petitt,  Ass't  Supfd." 

Eight  miles  west  from  Cumberland  Aden  Clar}'  kept.  His  house 
Avas  a  large  and  commodious  brick  building  on  the  south  side  of  the 
I'oad.  and  is  still  standing.  There  Avas  not  a  more  ])0])ular  house  on 
the  road  than  Aden  Clary's. 

Frostburg  is  next  reached.  This  was  always  a  prominent  point 
on  the  road.  It  did  not  derive  its  name,  as  many  suppose,  from  the 
cris])  atmosphere  in  which  it  was  located,  but  from  the  original  owner 
of  the  land  on  which  it  stands,  whose  name  Avas  Frost.  Frostburg 
was  the  first  stage  station  west  of  CumlKM-himl.  'i'lie  leading  taverns 
of  Frostburg  in  the  ]talniv  days  of  the  road  were  the  ••Franklin 
House"'  and  the  "Highland  lEall  House."  The  Franklin  House  was 
kept  for  many  years  by  Thomas  Beall.  the  father  of  the  Bealls  of 
Uniontown.  Ji  was  headquarters  of  the  Good  Intent  stage  line. 
The  Highland  Hall  House  was  cfinducted  at  different  times  by  Gef)i-ge 
W.  Claybaugh.  (ii-oi-ge  Evans.  Samuel  Cessna  and  Thonuis  Porter. 
Jt  was  the  head(|uarters  of  the  Stockton  line  of  coaches.  During 
Cessna's  time  at  tliis  house  he  was  the  jji-incipal  actor  in  a  tragedy 
whicli  produced  considei'able  commoti<»n  in  the  vicinitv.  A  lu'gro 
servant  emjjloyed  iiy  Ci'ssna  addressed  some  insulting  ivmark  to  liis 
wife,  and  immediati-ly  u))on  being  informed  thereof.  Cessna  i»ro- 
ceeded  to  dispatch  (he  negro  without  ceremony.  He  was  tried  in 
Cumberland  foi-  mui'der  and  aef|uiUed.  ])ublic  seiitinuMil  very  gener- 
ally acfpiiescing  in  the  verdict  ot  the  jury.  AI»out  the  year  1850  tlu' 
Highland  Hall  Hou.se  was  jmrchased  l)y  tin-  authorities  of  the  Cath- 
olic (diui'ch.  r^'modcled.  imj)roved  and  converted  to  ecclesiastical  uses. 
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About  (Hic  mile  wc^itof  Frostburg.  and  at  the  loot  ot  Bii;- Sava^'i' 
mountain,  is  Sand  Springs,  so  called  from  the  gurgling  water  in  the 
.sand  at  that  point.  In  1836  the  widow  AVard  kept  a  wagon  stand 
ta\-ern  at  Sand  S[)rings.  Her  house  was  a  favorite  resort  for  old 
wagoners.  On  the  night  of  October  3,  183().  snow  fell  to  tlie  depth 
of  a  foot  at  Sand  Springs,  breaking  down  the  timber  all  tlu-ough  tin- 
surrounding  mountains.  Mrs.  Ward's  wagon  yard  was  crowded  with 
teams  aiul  Avagons  that  night,  and  the  snow  was  so  dee[»  the  next  day 
that  the  wagoners  deemed  it  inexpedieiit  to  turn  out,  and  remained  at 
Mrs.  Ward's  until  the  following  morning.  John  Snider  was  among  the 
wagoners  at  Mrs.  Wards  on  the  occasion  mentioned,  and  is  authority 
for  the  occurrence  of  the  October  snow  storm.  The  tavern  at  Sand 
Springs  Avas  subsequently  kept  by  John  Welsh,  an  okl  stage  driver. 
Hiram  Sutton  and  Jacob  Conrod.  in  the  order  named.  Hiram  Sut- 
ton was  a  son-in-law  of  Jared  Clary.  He  kept  the  Sand  Springs  tav- 
ern down  to  the  year  1852.  when  he  moved  to  Parkersburg.  West 
Virginia,  and  may  be  living  there  yet.  Philip  Spiker,  the  old  black- 
smith at  Sand  Springs,  it  is  said  could  shoe  more  horses  in  a  given 
time  than  any  other  blacksmith  on  the  road.  He  had  a  rival,  how- 
ever, in  A.  Brice  Devan,  now  of  Dunbar,  who.  in  the  palmv  davs  of 
the  road,  carried  on  a  shop  in  Hopwood.  and  shod  horses  lor  old 
wagoners  all  night  long  on  many  occasions.  Devans  backers  will 
not  concede  that  Spiker  Avas  a  speedier  shoer  than  he. 

A  short  distance  west  of  Sand  Springs,  on  the  side  of  Big  Savage 
mountain,  an  old  wagon  stand  was  kept  by  one  Cheney,  alterward  by 
Jacob  Conrod.  It  is  a  stone  house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road. 
In  Cheeny's  time  at  this  house,  Henry  Clay  Eush,  who  was  an  old 
wagoner,  says  that  metalic  mugs  were  used  .for  drinking  purposes, 
instead  of  glasses.  He  further  states  that  the  mugs  were  clean,  and 
])robably  used  through  deference  to  the  pure  whisk}'  of  that  day. 
Big  Savage  mounttiin  is  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  eight}'  feet 
above  the  Atlantic. 

Two  miles  west  from  Cheney's,  and  at  the  foot  of  Little  Savage 
mountain,  Thomas  Beall  kept  a  tavern  as  early  as  1830.  William 
E.  Beall,  superintendent  of  the  I'niontown  rolling  mill,  was  born  at 
this  old  tavern.  Thomas  Beall  removed  from  this  place  to  ^lissouri. 
but  after  a  short  absence,  returned  to  Western  Maryland,  and  took 
charo-e  of  the  Franklin  House  in  Frostburg.  Thomas  Johnson  sue- 
ceeded  Thomas  Beall  in  the  management  of  this  house.  It  was  a 
noted  place,  and  Johnson  was  a  noted  character.  He  Avas  a  good 
fiddler  and  a  <i'Ood  dancer.  He  owned  a  negro  named  Dennis,  Avho 
Avas  also  a  good  dancer,  and  night  after  night  in  the  cheerful  bar 
i-oom  of  the  old  taA'ern,  Dennis  performed  the  ••  double  shuttle.  '  iv- 
sponsiA^e  to  liA'ely  music  furnished  by  his  old  master.  Johnson  Avas 
small  in  stature,  Aveighing  but  little  over  a  hundred  pounds.  Al- 
though he  ])articipated  freely  in  the  fun  of  the  old  road,  he  was  not 
unmindful  or  neglectful  of  his  business.  He  OAvned  the  old  tavern- 
staud  mentioned  and  the  lands  adjacent,  and  d\ing,  left  a  conifortabk' 
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iiilu'ritaiK-e  to  his  deseeii<laiits.  I.,ittle  Savage  mountain  lias  an  I'li'va- 
ti<jn  of  two  thousand  four  hundn-d  and  eighty  feet  al»ovc  the  Athmtit-. 
heing  one  hundred  feet  lower  than  Big  Savage. 

Three  miles  further  westward,  and  at  the  eastern  a))i)roaeh  to  the 
Shades  of  Death.  John  TJeeknor  ke])t  an  old  wagon  stand,  well  known, 
and  in  its  day  well  patnjnizeil.  Reeknor  kept  this  house  as  early  as 
1S;J0.  and  ended  his  days  in  it.  It  was  a  log  and  frame  structure  on 
the  north  side  of  the  road,  with  a  commodious  wagon  yard  attached. 
The  thick  l)ranches  of  the  pine  tJ'ces  growing  on  Shade  Hill,  hung 
over  this  old  house,  imparting  to  it  a  romantic,  as  well  as  an  atti-active 
perspective.  The  fame  of  Mrs.  Keckm)r  as  a  ])urveyorof  hot  hiscuits 
was  co-extensive  with  the  line  of  the  mad.     Xow. 

"  The  kitchen  is  cold  and  the  hall  is  as  still, 
As  the  heart  of  the  hostess  out  there  on  the  hill." 

Piney  Grove  comes  next,  two  miles  from  liecknors.  so  called 
from  the  numerous  }»ine  trees  growing  in  the  locality  in  the  olden 
time.  ^Vt  an  early  day  Joshua  Johnson,  a  wealthy  man  of  F'rederic 
C.'itv.  owned  tifteen  thousand  acres  of  land,  emhracing  Pinev  Grove 
and  the  Shades  of  Death,  which  he  held  for  many  years  for  specula- 
tive })urposes.  Portions  of  this  large  area,  it  is  said,  continue  in  the 
jjossession  of  Johnson's  descendants  to  this  day.  The  pine  trees  weiv 
cut  down  many  years  ago.  sawed  up  and  shipped  to  market.  William 
Frost,  of  Frostburg.  erected  the  first  extensive  saAv  mill  in  the  vicin- 
ity. At  Piney  Gi-ove  there  was  an  old  tavern,  kept  at  different  times 
hy  Truman  Fairall.  Mortimer  Cade.  Lemuel  Cnjss.  John  Wrench 
an<l  David  Mahaney.  All  the  stage  lines  of  the  road  stop))ed  at  this 
old  tavei'n.  and  wagoners  in  goodly  numbers  also  congregated  there. 
Jt  was  a  large  frame  l)uildin<;"  on*  the  north  side  of  the  roa<l.  and  on 
the  o))posite  side  large  stables  and  sheds  were  erected  for  sheltering 
horses  and  vehicles. 

West  of  Piney  Grove  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile,  an  nld  wagnn 
stand  was  ki-pt  by  a  nuin  whose  name  was  Wagoner,  and  subse(iuently 
bv  Jsaac  Bell,  and  later  bv  .Mortimer  Cade.  Cade  keiit  this  Innise  in 
1840.  and  died  in  it.  His  widow  continued  to  kee])  it  as  a  tavern  foi- 
a  number  of  years,  and  until  she  became  the  wife  of  William  l'\':ir. 
who  kept  a  tavern  on  Kcyser's  Jiidge.  A  daughter  of  Mrs.  Cade  is 
living  in   I'niontown  at  this  time. 

Two  miles  west  of  Pine\'  Grove  the  celebrated  old  Tondins(»n 
tavern  at  Little  Meadows  is  i-eached.  This  is  an  old  stand:  as  old  a^ 
the  National  IJoad.  Here  the  lines  (d"  the  National  and  the  old  Hrad- 
ilock  roads  coincide.  .Icsse  Tomliiison  owned  the  land  at  this  point, 
and  l<ept  a  tavern  on  the  old  Braddock  road,  before  the  National 
lk<»ad  was  made.  Ui)on  the  opening  of  the  latter  he  abandone(|  his 
old  houst-  and  erecti'd  a  new  one  on  the  new  road,  whii-h  Ik-  conducti'il 
as  a  tavern  for  inany  yeai's.  .\tlei-  his  death  the  |»roperty  passed  to 
the  hands  of  Jacob  Sides.  W.  .M.  F.  ^fagraw.  as  before  stated,  mar 
ried  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Side^.    Thi-  \>\;u-v  is  referred  to  as  the  Little 
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Mi'adows  ill  iIk'  oltic-ial  roc(jJ\l  of  JiriKhluek  s  uiil'ui'luiKiU'  iiiarcli 
throuo-li  the  luountaiiis  in  1755.  The  reg-ion  at  and  about  Mt.  Wash- 
iiiii'tOH.  i'urllier  westwanl  on  the  line  of  the  road,  where  the  conflict 
l)ct\vceii  Wasliinii'ton  and  tlie  French  and  Indians  occurred,  in  1754. 
is  desiii'ualed  bv  Wasliinirlon.in  his  otticial  rei)()rt  of  that  en<;-ai'\Mnent, 
as  the  Clreat  Meadows.  Tomlinson's  tavern  is  a  large  stone  hoiise. 
oil  the  north  side  of  the  road.  Aftei-  Tomlinson,  it  was  kept  b_y 
Thomas  Endsley.  who  was  succeeded  hy  Thomas  Thistle,  Thomas 
Thistle  by  James  Stoddard,  and  he,  in  tui-n,  In'  Jesse  Huddleson.  Tru- 
man Fairall.  Jjemuel  Cross  and  David  Mahaney.  all  before  the  rail- 
road was  continued  west  of  Cuml)ei'land.  It  was  kept  by  George 
Layman  aftci-  the  railroad  absorbed  the  ti-ade.  Layman  was  after- 
ward sheriff  of  Alleghany  county.  Maryland.  In  the  year  1862.  while 
the  property  was  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Magraw.  the  old  Tomlin- 
son tavern  was  remodeled  and  nuicli  im])roved.  The  contract  for  the 
im]»rovements  was  uiuiei'taken  hy  Geoi'ge  W.  Wyning.  a  well  known 
carpenter  of  Uniontown,  who  superintended  the  work  in  ])erson,and 
during  its  ])rogress  he  and  Magraw  together,  spent  many  a  pleasant 
hour  amid  the  exhilarating  atm()S])here  of  the  mountains,  in  the  society 
of  the  old  pike  boys.  James  K.  Polk  dined  at  the  Tondinson  house 
in  the  spring  of  1845,  on  his  way  to  Washington  to  l)e  inaugurated 
President.  Huddleson  was  keeping  the  house  at  that  time.  The 
occasion  l;)rf)Ught  together  a  large  concourse  of  mountain  ]teo])le.  Avho 
were  addressed  b}'  the   President-elect. 

One  mile  west  from  Tomlinson's  the  widow  Wooding  kejit  a 
tavern  as  early  as  1842,  and  for  some  time  thereafter.  Her  house  was 
a  frame  1)uil(ling.  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  and  was  largely 
])atronized  by  old  wagoners.  Mrs.  Wooding  growing  old,  and  wearied 
by  the  onerous  duties  of  tavern  kt^eping.  gave  up  the  business,  and 
turned  her  house  ove)'  to  her  son-in-law.  Peter  Yeast,  who  conducted 
it  for  a  season,  and  in  turn  suri'endeivd  it  to  John  Wright. 

One  mile  west  of  Mrs.  Wooflings  old  stand  the  traveler  reaches 
the  T.iittle  Crossings,  a  name  given  to  the  locality  from  the  circum- 
stance that  heiv  the  road  crosses  the  Castleman  river,  and  the  pretix 
••  little"  is  used  because  the  Castleman  is  a  smaller  stream  than  the 
Voughiogheny,  Avhich  is  crossed  a  tew  miles  further  westward,  and 
called  the  Big  Cro.ssings.  There  Avas  no  tavern  at  the  Little  Crossings 
previous  to  the  year  1836.  Subse(|uent  to  that  date  a  tavern  was 
established  there  by  Alexander  Carlisle,  who  entertained  the  travel- 
ing public  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  His  house  was  a  large  trame 
structure,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  subsequenlly  kept  hy  John 
and  .Samuel  McCurdy.  and  later,  at  ditlereiit  times,  hy  David  Johnson. 
William  Dawson,  Elisha  Brown,  .lacoh  Cinirod  and  David  Mahaney. 
.\lthough  neai-ly  twenty  years  elapsed  from  the  building  of  the  road 
hefo]-e  any  old  landlord  at  Little  Ci-ossings  Ih'cUoucmI  the  Aveary  trav- 
eler to  rest  and  refreshment,  nevertheless,  thereatte]'.  and  until  busi- 
ness ceased  on  the  line,  that  locality  ])resented  many  and  lare  attrac- 
tions, as  all  old  pike  bo^'s  are  ready  to  verify. 
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W'nllrrx. 

Xext  atU'i-  li'iiviiig  (he  Litdc  ( 'rossiii^-s  on  tlii'  westward  iiiai'cJi. 
coinos  Grantsville.  a  romantic  little  iiKiiiiilain  villa,i;"e  in  Garrett,  lorni- 
erlv  Alleu'liaiiy.  eouiitv.  Marvlaiid.  named  lonii;  lietore  tlie  hero  of 
Appomattox  was  known  to  fame,  and  tlierefore  not  in  his  lionor.  In 
1883  Samuel  (iillis  ke])t  a  tavern  in  the  east  end  of  (ii'antsvillc.  (mi 
the  south  side  of  the  road,  tlie  same  house  that  in  later  yeai-s  was 
kept  It}'  John  Slieer.  Tt  was  a  wagon  stand  in  tlie  time  of  Clillis.  and 
Slieci"  did  not  take  eliarg'eof  it  until  husiness  had  ceased  on  the  road. 
.I(»hn  lichman  ke])t  a  tavern  in  (Jrantsvilk^  in  ls;>(I.  He  was  a  son- 
indaw.  as  was  I'l'tei'  Veast.  of  the  u'ood  old  widow  Woodinii,'.  lud'oi'e 
mentioni'd. 

'Idle  Lidiman  House  was  sulis('(|uently  kept  hy  Henry  Fuller, 
and  alter  him  hy  (ieoi'ije  Smousc.  It  was  a  frame  Imildinii;  near  the 
center  of  the  villa<;'e.  on  the  south  side  of  the  stiTct  and  I'oad.  in 
1848  Ifenry  Fidlei-  (h'molished  this  old  house,  and  erected  a  new  one 
in  its  jilacc.  Adam  Shultz  ke])t  a  tavern  at  (he  east  end  of  Grants- 
ville  l>a(d<  in  the  forties,  and  dyiui;-  in  (diai'<;-e.  was  succeeded  \>y  his 
son  I'ciTV .  w  ho  cont  inucd  it  down  tothcycai'  1  S.")2.  whrn  the  ancient 
glories  of  tlie  oM  pikeliegaii  to  weaken  and  wane.  The  Shnltz  Hou.se 
was  an  imposing  hrick  structui'c.  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  was 
ke[)t  for  a  wliile  hy  (he  vetei-an  David  .Mahaney.  and  at  one  time  hv 
Jesse  King.  I'erry  Shultz  was  sulise(|uently  elected  sheriff  of  Alleglian\' 
county.  .Mai'\laiid.  S(donn)n  Steiner  also  kept  a  tavern  in  Grantsville 
during  a  portion  (»f  the  ju'osperons  era  of  the  road.  Grantsville 
seems  (o  liave  lieen  a  favoi-jte  locality  for  laxfrn  keepers  of  Gei'Uian 
names  and  anleee(|enls.  Steiner's  tavern  was  a  hrick'  hiiilding,  and 
stood  on  the  opp(»site  sjile  of  the  road  Irom  the  old  Shultz  House. 
Steinei"  huiU  it.  owiu-d  it.  and  died  in  it.  and  his  s(mi.  Archihald.  con- 
duc(ed  it  for  a  nnmhei-  of  years  after  his  tathei-s  death.  It  was  a 
wagon  stand.      The  l-'idler  House  was  kept  at  ditlerciit  times  ti\.Iolin 
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J).  Wrench.  Bazil  Garletts.  Barney  Brown.  Jolm  Slict  r.  William  Slieer. 
William  Bi'ftler.  Jf>hn  MilliiVuvr.  ami  Nathaniel  Slicer.  Chi'istian  M. 
Livi-n^'ood  is  the  jiresent  ]»r()i)riet(tr.  Archihahi  Steiner  was  .sm'ee('<le(l 
ill  his  fathers  old  house,  tirst.  hy  William  Shaw,  and  thereafter  in 
turn  li\'.r()hn  jMiilinu'er  and  Jonas  !''.  Canatry.  the  |irest'nt  ]tro])riet()r, 
and  it  is  now  ealliMl  the  Farmer's   llonsc. 

l)avid  Mahanew  whose  nann-  tVcijuently  ajipcars  in  thrsr  ]»ai;es. 
is  a  remarkalilf  man.  .\  hoy  whrn  the  National  J^iad  was  made,  he 
has  lived  on  and  neai"  it  all  his  life.  Ilis  present  residenec  i.s  Punhar. 
I"'a\etlc  county.  I'a..  hut  he  is  a  familiar  tiu-ure  on  the-streets  of  Tnion- 
t(»wn.  lie  is  the  father  of  Jiloyd  .Mahancy.  llu'  well  known  cntcr- 
])risinii;  owiu'i- and  maiuig'er  of  the  handsome  new  .Mahancy  house  in 
Tniontown.  and  of  George  Mtihaney,  also  a  popular  hotel  man.  who 
;it  om-  time  ke])t  the  Dixon  house  in  (ireenshui"!;'.  aiU'rward  a  hotel  in 
I'ittsi)ui-<i-.  and  at  the  present  time  is  eonductinn-  a  house  in  Latrolu'. 
havid  ^lahaney  was  horn  in  AA^ashington  county.  .Md..  near  llagers- 
lown.in  18(17,  and  is  therefore  in  his  eighty-sixth  yt'ar.  while  he  has  the 
a))]iearance  of  a  man  not  oviu-  sixty.  His  com]ilexion  is  swartliy.  stej) 
elastic,  ami  his  memory  Init  slightly  impaired  hy  the  ini-oads  oi'tinu'. 
His  fatlu'r  was  a  native  of  Culpei)er  county.  \'a..  who  met  with  a 
melancholy  death  hy  drowning  in  the  l'*otomac  river,  on  tlu'  night  of 
the  presidential  election  of  lS5(j.  His  polling  plact'  was  eight  miles 
from  Ids  residence,  in  Maryland,  and  to  reach  it  and  vote  involved  the 
crossing  of  the  Potonuic.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  when  he  lett  the 
])olls  to  ri'turn  home,  and  upon  rea(diing  the  river,  hy  some  untoward 
accident  fell  into  the  water  and  perished.  David  Mahaney's  fii-st  ven- 
ture in  tavern  keeping  on  his  own  account  was  at  the  old  Shultz 
house  in  Grantsville.  He  was  personally  acquainted  with  Henry  Clay, 
Thomas  H.  Benton.  Lewis  Cass,  and  others  of  the  old  time  statesmen, 
and  frcfpiently  entertained  them. 

As  early  as  1830  Thomas  Thistle  ke])t  a  tavei-n  at  the  foot  of 
Xegro  Mountain,  two  miles  west  of  Grantsville.  AVith  a  name  some- 
what ras])ing  in  its  im])oi-t.  Thistle  had  a  smooth  tongue,  a  mild  man- 
ner, and  furnished  excellent  entertainment  for  the  traveling  puhlic. 
He  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  tavern  keepers  on  the  road. 
His  house  was  a  long,  frame  Avooden  huilding.  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road,  at  times  a  stage  station,  and  throughout  its  entire  existence  a 
wagon  stand.  Here  the  National  Road  ci'(jsses  the  line  of  the  old 
Braddock  road.  In  1844  AYilliam  Dehaven  kept  the  (.Id  Thistle 
tavern,  and  later  it  was  kept  by  Levi  Dean. 

One  and  a  half  miles  Avest  from  the  old  Thistle  house,  and  on  the 
eastern  slope  of  Negro  Mountain,  the  widow  llaldeman  kept  a  tavern 
as  early  as  1840,  and  like  all  the  widows,  had  a  large  ])atronage. 
AVhile  comlucting  this  house,  Mrs.  Haldeman  heeame  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Smouse.  who  thereafter  took  (diarge  ot  it.  The  house  was  a 
log  building,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  the  spacious  grounds 
surrounding  it  were  crowded,  night  after  night,  with  six-horse  teams 
and  big.  broad  wheeled  wagons.  coveriMl  with  canvass,  presenting  the 
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appeai-ance  of  a  niilitarv  encampment.  This  old  house  was  suh- 
sequenlly  kei>t  liy  George  Smoiise.  and  later  b}"  John  Wright.  The 
widow  Reeknoi",  of  savory  memory,  before  mentioned,  died  a  boarder 
in  this  okl  tavern,  much  lamented. 

Onward,  westward  and  upward,  the  crest  of  ^egro  Mountain  is 
ivached.  There  arc  several  versions  of  the  origin  of  the  name  of 
ihis  mountain.  Probably  the  one  most  worthy  of  acceptance  is  that 
in  the  early  collisions  between  the  whites  and  the  Indians,  a  negro 
appeared  as  an  ally  of  the  Indians  in  a  conflict  on  this  mountain,  and 
was  among  the  slain.  Xegi'o  !^^ountain  is  two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twciity-tive  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and 
the  second  highest  elevation  on  the  line  of  the  road.  The  old  com- 
missioners give  the  height  of  the  mountain  as  two  thousand  three 
hundrefi  and  twenty -eight  and  twelve  one-hnndredths  feet,  from  their 
ba.se  of  measurement  in  the  Potomac,  near  Cumberland,  and  as  before 
stated,  make  no  mention  of  Iveyser's  Eidge.  In  the  year  183G  Den- 
nis Iloblitzell  kept  a  tavern  near  the  summit  of  Negro  Mountain,  on 
ilie  easterji  slo])e.  He  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  McClelland,  of  the 
McClelland  house  in  Uniontown.  This  old  tavern  is  a  stone  building, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  and  the  same  that  in  after  years  became 
celebrated  as  a  resort  for  hog  drovers,  under  the  management  of  Wil- 
liam Sheets.  It  was  kept  as  a  tavern  after  Iloblitzell  lett  it,  and  be- 
fore the  time  of  Sheets,  by  Thomas  Beall. 

Two  miles  west  from  Xegro  Mountain  Keyser's'Ei<lge  looms  up 
in  view.  This  was  a  famous  locality  in  the  prosperous  days  of  tlie 
road.  It  is  a  bald.  Ideak  I'ange.  not  iiuipll}' descrilied  as  the  back-bone 
of  the  nioiiiitaiiis.  It  is  two  thousand  eight  hnndi-ed  aiul  f()rf3'-three 
i\.'ei  above  sea  level,  ami  the  highest  point  on  the  road.  In  the  olden 
time  snow  drifts  often  accumidated  to  the  depth  of  twenty  feet  on 
Iveyser's  Kidge.and  stages  and  wagons  were  compelled  to  take  to  the 
skirting  glades  to  avoid  them.  Francis  McCaml)ridge  kept  a  tavern 
here  as  early  as  1820.  and  Avas  succeeded  Ijy  Jiobert  Hunter,  and  he 
by  James  Stoddard,  some  time  previous  to  1840.  Hunter  went  from 
this  house  to  Petersburg.  James  Stoddard  was  the  grandfather  ol 
Mi's.  McClelland,  of  the  McClelland  house,  Uniontown.  Stages  stopped 
at  Stoddard's,  as  well  as  wagoners  and  travelers  of  every  description. 
The  log  cabin  boys  of  Uniontown  stopped  at  Stoddard's  the  first  niglit 
out  on  their  niemoral)le  trip  to  P)altiinoi'e,  in  1840,  to  attend  the  great 
Whig  mass  meeting  of  that  year  in  that  city.  They  had  with  tliem. 
on  wheels,  a  regular  log  cabin,  well  stored  with  refreshments  of  every 
kind,  and  the  vvvy  best;  and  every  mile  of  their  long  journey  re- 
sounded with  lusty  shouts  for  ••  Ti])pecanoe  and  Tyler,  too."  K.  B. 
l>a\\s(in.  es(|..  and  IjUcicii  1).  Uow  ic.  of  Cniontown.  are  the  mily  sur 
\  Ivors  of  that  uni((Ue  pilgi'iniage.  so  far  as  can  be  asci-rlained.  The 
party  consisted  of  such  distinguished  and  well  remembered  Whigs,  of 
Cniontown.  as  James  \'eecli.  Alfred  Patterson.  Pice  (J.Hopwood. 
Tlionia^  l;.  l>;i\id-on.  Lee  lla\inaker.  .lohn  llarvew  William  Mc- 
Donal.l.  Pol.ei'i    L.   Hai-rv,  .iaine'v    Kn.Me\-.  William    K.    .Vnstin.  Iv  B. 
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Dinvsoii  ami  Lucieii  B.  Bowie.  There  were  donlilless  others.  Iml 
owing  to  the  long  lapse  of  time  their  names  are  not  recalled.  H(m|- 
ding  Bunting  drove  the  team  that  hauled  the  eal)in,  and  Thomas  A. 
Wiley  was  with  the  piivty  as  an  employe  of  the  Stoekton  stage  line, 
which  furnished  four  coaches  for  the  transportation  of  the  ]>()litical 
pilgrims.  James  Endsley  Avas  of  the  Somerfield  family  of  Endsle^'s, 
and  died  in  that  place  in  July,  1893.  At  MiddletOAvn.  a  short  distance 
east  of  South  Mountain,  in  Maryland,  the  log  cabin  boys  were  con- 
fronted Aviih  a  ])etticoat  suspended  from  a  pole,  which  excited  them 
to  raji'e  A  collision  and  a  tight  ensued.  John  llarvev,  the  muscular 
man  of  the  log  cabin  bo3's,  engaged  a  like  representative  of  the  other 
side,  and  it  is  claimed,  by  the  friends  of  Harvey,  that  he  vanquished 
his  antagonist.  It  is  not  improbable  that  both  sides  claimed  a  victory. 
The  party  reached  Baltimore  safely  and  on  time,  and  were  received 
in  tliat  eitj'  with  great  enthusiasm.  They  were  tendered  a  reception 
speech,  which  was  delivered  by  "The  Milford  Bard,"  a  celebrated 
Baltimore  poet  and  orator  of  that  day,  and  the  sjieech  responsive  was 
made  by  William  E.  Austin,  Avho  was  a  graceful  orator,  and  his  efltbrt 
on  this  occasion  was  one  of  his  best.  The  Stoddard  House,  at  Keys- 
er's  Eidge,  was  subsequently  and  successively  kept  l)y  Dennis  Hoblit- 
zell,  William  Fear,  one  of  the  McCurdys,  Adam  Yeast  and  David 
Johnson,  the  latter  the  stepfather  of  Mrs.  McClelland,  of  the  Mc- 
CUelland  House,  Uniontown,  before  mentioned,  who  was  born  in  this 
house  when  it  was  kept  by  her  father,  Dennis  Hoblitzell.  William 
Fear  owned  the  old  Stoddard  House,  and  sold  it  to  Perry  Shultz,  who 
conducted  it  as  a  tavern  for  a  number  of  years,  in  addition  to  the 
y)arties  al)ove  named.  William  and  Daniel  Fear  were  1)i-others. 
AYilliam,  upon  quitting  the  road,  removed  to  Virginia,  Avhere  he  lived 
to  an  old  age  and  died.  Daniel  exchanged  the  mountains  for  the  rich 
valley  of  the  Monongahela,  and  ended  his  days  in  Brownsville.  In 
1840  Truman  Fairall  built  a  house  on  Keyser's  Ridge,  and  conducted 
it  as  a  tavern  down  to  the  year  1853,  and  a  short  time  thereafter 
moved  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
The  Stockton  line  of  coaches  stopped  at  Fairall's.  Fairall  was  a  na- 
tive of  Old  Yirginia.  Samuel  Fairall,  a  son  of  Truman,  the  old  tav- 
ern keeper,  at  one  time  a  student  in  the  Dunlap's  Creek  Academy, 
near  Merrittstown,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  is  a  law  judge  in 
one  of  the  courts  of  Iowa. 

About  half  a  mile  west  of  Keyser's  Hidge,  and  in  the  year  1850. 
John  Woods  Iniilt  a  house  and  conducted  it  as  a  tavern  until  the  close 
of  business  on  the  road.  He  was  an  uncle  of  Henry,  Thomas  and 
Alexander  Woods,  of  Uniontown,  and  an  old  wagoner.  Sandy  Con- 
nor, the  old  blacksmith  of  Ke3'ser's  Pidge,  and  occasionally  a  stage 
driver,  refilled  to  an  humble  dwelling  on  the  road  side,  opposite  the 
Woods  House,  and  there  in  the  depths  of  the  mountains  took  tiiial 
leave  of  the  old  road  and  all  its  endearing  memories. 

Two  miles  west  of  Keyser's  Ridge  an  old  Avagon  stand  tavern 
was  kept  by  Daniel   Fear,  before  mentioned,  who  was  the  father  of 
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John  G.  Fear,  who  kept  the  old  Workman  House,  in  Brownsville,  a 
few  years  ago,  George  W.  Fear,  formerly  a  Avholesale  liquor  merehaut 
in  the  same  place,  and  Frank  Fear,  who  once  kept  the  Yough  House 
in  Connellsville.  The  old  Fear  tavern  referred  to  was  also  at  one 
time  kept  by  Harvey  Bane  and  by  William  Cai-lisle,  and  later  by 
David  Johnson.  It  was  a  frame  house  on  the  nonh  side  of  the  road. 
AVithin  the  venerable  walls  of  this  old  tavern,  and  amid  the  romantic 
walks  about  it,  when  it  was  kept  by  David  Johnson.  Alfred  McClelland, 
the  renowned  old  tavern  keeper  of  Uniontown.  wooed  and  won  his 
bride,  and  here  in  1856  was  happily  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Hob- 
lit/ell.  now.  and  for  many  years,  a  widow,  and  reigning  mistress  of 
the  okl  ^IcClelland  House,  in  Uniontown,  one  of  the  most  famous  of 
all  the  far  famed  hostelries  of  the  road. 

About  three-fourths  of  a  mile  west  from  the  old  Fear  House,  in 
later  years  better  known  as  the  Bane  House,  James  Reynolds  estab- 
lished a  tavern  as  earlv  as  the  vear  1818.  and  continued  to  in-eside 
over  it  and  entertain  the  traveling  ])ul>lic  until  the  year  184;>.  It  was 
a  popular  Avagon  stand  in  its  day.  James  Eeynolds,  its  old  proprie- 
tor, was  the  father  of  AYilliam  Keynolds,  elsewhere  mentioned  as  an 
old  wagoner,  tavern  kee])er  and  express  agent.  Daniel  Fear  suc- 
ceeded James  Eeynolds  in  the  old  house  mentioned,  and  conducted  it 
for  a  term  of  four  years.  He  next  moved  1o  a  wooden  house  al)()ul 
thi'ee  liundred  yards  to  the  westward,  and  ke])t  it  as  a  tavern  for  two 
yeai's.  This  old  house  was  built  by  Jacob  Fredei'ic  Augustine,  and 
known  as  the  Augustine  House.  From  this  old  house  Daniel  Fear 
moved  to  Sand  Springs,  iuui  kept  the  old  Hiram  Sutton  house  at  that 
point  for  a  term  of  two  years,  at  (he  end  of  which  he  moved  to 
Brownsville,  and  died  suddenly  in  Uniontown  on  July  7,  185-4,  while 
on  a  business  errand  to  that  place.  John  Woods  succeeded  Fear  in 
till'  Augustine  House. 

Within  a  distance  of  one  hundri'<l  yai'ds  westward  from  1  he  old  Rey- 
nolds House,  and  in  the  year  1S45,  Henry  Walters  erected  a  wooilen 
building  and  embarked  in  the  business  of  tavern  keeping.  After  a 
itrivf  cxpn-ience  in  this  line,  he  removed  toHopwood.  whei'e  lu'  oper- 
ated a  lilacksniith  slio]).  While  in  Ilopwood.  and  from  the  savings  of 
tavern  keeping  and  lilacksmithing,  he  purchased  the  land  on  J>unl>ars 
Gamp,  occu])ied  it  a  number  of  years,  soUl  it  at  an  advance  to  Dr. 
Waters,  of  the  Soldiers'  Or])hans'  School,  and  with  his  added  accu- 
mulations, bought  the  old  Grier-Brown  farm  on  Redstone  creek",  in 
l-'ranklin  township.  Fayette  county.  Pennsylvania.,  founde(|  the  vil- 
lage of  Waltersbui'g,  and  about  two  years  ago  died,  leaving  his  family 
a  (•<)mfortablc  ihlu  ritancr.  lie  is  well  ivmembered  as  an  amiable, 
industrious  and  nioncN'  accunnilat  iuLi,"  citizen  offlcrnian  (U'ii;"in. 
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Old  Turei'iis  and  Taccrn  Keeper)^  coiitbmed  —  WindliKj  llidgc  (u  the  B'uj  (JrwsliKj^  — 
The  Slate  Lhu;  —  How  it  is  Noted  —  The  Old  Stone  Taeern  on  Winding  Ridgt , 
John  Welsh,  Major  Paul,  The  ]]'(djleti,  Edward  C.  Jone.v,  The  AugnMines, 
Daniel  Blucher,  Peteraharg,  Gen.  Ross,  William  Rodelij,  Gabriel  Abrains,  The 
Risler  FamiUj,  Col.  Samuel  Elder,  Robert  Harder,  John  McMullin,  Alfred 
Newlon,  Lott  Watson,  John  Mitchell,  John  Bradfield,  The  Tetnplc  of  Juno,  The 
Big  Crossings,  Endslei/s  Old  Tavern.,  John  Campbell,  William  Imhoff  —  ^4/; 
Old  Time  Fourth  of  Jul;/  Celebration. 

Fi'cnn  Biiltimore  to  the  point  last  mentioiicd  in  tlic  ])reeediug 
chapter,  all  the  old  taverns  on  the  road  are  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 
The  road  crosses  the  dividing  line  between  the  States  of  Mar^dand 
and  Pennsylvania,  near  the  eastern  foot  of  AYinding-  Eidge.  The 
crossing  point  is  marked  by  a  metal  slab  shaped  like  the  ordinary 
mile  post,  and  bears  this  inscription  on  one  side:  ••  State  Line, 
Md.  96a  to  Wheeling,  to  Petersbnrg.  2^."  On  the  other  side: 
"State  Line,  Penna.     M^  to  Cumberland,  to  Frostburg.  231" 

Near  the  top  of  Winding  Pidge.  and  in  Somerset  county,  Pa., 
there  is  an  old  stone  tavern  which  was  built  as  early  as  the  year 
1819,  and  by  John  Welsh,  who  occupied  it  and  conducted  it  down  to 
the  year  1821,  when  it  passed  to  the  management  of  Samuel  Denni- 
son,  who  was  succeeded  in  turn  by  M.  J.  Clark,  Isaac  Ochletree,  Peter 
Yeast,  Maj.  William  Paul,  Michael  Cresap,  Eobert  Boice  and  William 
Lenhart.  John  Welsh,  Avho  built  this  house  and  tirst  occupied  it,  was 
the  father-in-hiAV  of  Aden  Clary,  well  known  in  (he  early  history  of 
the  road.  Major  Paul  kept  this  house  in  1836,  and  for  some  time 
thereafter.  lie  subsequently  kept  a  tavei'u  in  Washington,  Pa.,  on 
Maiden  street,  opposite  the  female  seminar3-,aiid  later  in  West  Browns- 
ville, Avhere  he  died  more  than  forty  years  ago.  He  was  familiarly 
known  from  one  end  of  the  road  to  the  other.  Yolulile  in  speech, 
rotund  in  form,  and  ruddy  in  complexion,  Major  Paul  was  a  tine  type 
of  the  jolly  landlord  of  the  old  road.  He  had  a  daughter,  the  Avife  of 
Aaron  Wyatt,  an  old  tavern  keeper  of  the  road,  who  always  enjoyed 
the  reputation  of  keeping  a  good  house,  owing  in  all  probability  to 
the  early  and  practical  training  of  his  wife.  Mrs.  Pati-ick  at  one  time 
owned  and  occupied  the  old  stone  house  on  top  of  Winding  Eidge. 
She  was  the  mother  of  W.  W.  Patrick,  now,  and  for  many  years,  the 
intelligent  head  of  the  old  reputable  and  successful  banking  house  of 
E.  Patrick  e^-   Co..  of  Pittsburg.      About   the  vear   1850  the  stables. 
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appurtenant  to  the  old  stone  tavern,  above  mentioned,  and  when  it 
was  kept  bj'  AVilliam  Lenhart,  Avere  destroj'ed  by  fire,  supposed  to 
have  been  the  incendiary  work  of  a  disreputable  woman.  The  loss 
was  serious,  and  included  two  fine  horses,  the  property  of  William  Hall, 
the  typical  old  regular  wagoner,  hereinbefore  mentioned.  Winding 
Kidge  derives  its  name  from  the  tortuous  course  of  the  old  Braddock 
road  up  the  mountain,  at  that  point. 

At  the  foot  of  Winding  llidge.  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  an 
old  wagon  and  drove  stand  was  kept  as  early  as  the  year  1820,  by 
John  AVable.  This  old  tavern  keeper  was  probably  well  advanced  in 
years  when  he  first  put  out  his  sign,  and  from  this  old  house  he  was 
summoned  to  his  last  account.  He  had  two  sons,  John  and  Jacob, 
who  succeeded  him  in  the  management  of  the  old  tavern,  as  tenants 
in  common.  The  sons  a])plied  themselves  assiduously  to  the  business 
of  entertaining  the  public,  ami  after  a  brief  experience,  concluded 
that  their  fathers  old  hou.se  was  too  .small  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
increasing  trade  and  travel  of  the  road,  and  accordingly  tore  it  down 
and  erected  a  new  and  larger  one  in  its  place.  The  new  house  at- 
tracted a  ])uying  business,  and  remains  a  well  known  landmark  of 
the  road.  In  cour.se  of  time  the  AVables  left  this  house,  and  their  suc- 
cessor was  Edward  C.  Jones,  the  grandfather,  on  the  maternal  line, 
of  Caleb  and  Noble  McCormick,  of  Uniontown.  This  was  more  than 
fifty  years  ago.  Mi-.  Jones  moved  from  this  old  house  to  Searights, 
where  he  resided  for  a  time,  and  subsetpiently  located  in  New  Salem. 
where  he  died.  The  old  Wable  hou.se  next  passed  to  the  hands  of 
Jonas  Augustine,  who  became  its  owner  and  conducted  it  as  a  tavern 
for  manv  vears.  d(»ing  a  good  l)usiness.  "While  in  charge  of  this  old 
tavern  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  Somerset  county,  and  represented  his  constituents  with 
recognized  fidelity'.  He  died  soon  after  his  legislative  career  ended, 
and  the  old  tavern  was  purchased  by  his  bi-othei-,  Daniel  Augustine, 
who  ke])t  it  for  man}' years,  and  until  tavern  keeping  on  the  road 
ceased  to  V)e  profitable  Previous  to  the  occupancy  of  l>aniel  Augus- 
tine, this  house  was  kept  for  brief  ])eriods  between  18-K)  and  1845, 
first  by  Arichael  Ci-esa]).  and  after  him  l)y  Joseph  Whetstone.  Cresaj) 
went  irom  this  house  t<>  the  stone  house  on  Winding  Kidge.  The 
widow  of  Jonas  Augustine,  well  atlvanced  in  yeai-s,  occupies  this  old 
house  at  the  present  time,  as  a  ])rivati'  i-esidence,  and  Daniel  Augus- 
tine is  a  resident  of  Pe(ei"sbui;g.  and  regarih'(l  as  the  richest  man  in 
that  town. 

One  mile  west  of  Augustine's,  Daniel  Hludier  kepi  a  tavern  as 
early  as  1H2H.  He  was  a  (Jerman.  and  his  custom  consisted  nuiinly 
of  the  ])atronage  of  old  wagoners.  This  house  di'ojiped  from  the  roll 
of  taverns  long  befoi'e  tin-  gri'at  travel  on  the  roa<l  ceased. 

The  ancient  and  [)ictures(iue  village  of  Peterslturg  is  the  ne.\t 
]»oint  reached  on  the  westwai'd  march.  Petei'sbni'g  is  noted  for  its 
ln'althfnl  location  and  the  beauty  of  the  surrounding  scenei-y.  It  lias 
always  been  a  pojmlar  res(jrt  lor  summer  tourists  seeking  I'xemjition 
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from  the  stifling  heat  of  crowded  cities.  Here  lives  *Gen.  Moses  A. 
Eoss.a  retired  merchant,  who  did  business  in  the  viHage  for  fifty  years, 
and  gained  the  confidence  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  his  neighbors. 
A  number  of  years  ago  his  fellow  citizens  elected  him  to  the  legisla- 
ture, and  he  served  them  intelligently,  faithfully  and  honestly.  He  is 
a  christian  gentleman,  and  his  long  and  honest  business  career  on  the 
road  entitles  him  to  be  classed  as  a  pike  bo}',  well  worthy  of  honor- 
able mention.  General  Ross  was  born  in  Masontown,  Fayette  Co., 
Pa.,  in  the  year  1810.  Here  also  lived  for  many  years,  and  died. 
AVilliam  Roddj'.  who  was  at  one  time  a  superintendent  of  the  road, 
and  a  gentleman  of  unquestioned  integrity.  The  first  tavern  ever 
kept  in  Petersburg  was  by  Gabriel  Abrams,  father  of  the  late  Judge 
Abrams.  of  Brownsville.  It  was  a  frame  house,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  road,  and  built  by  Gabriel  Abrams,  aforesaid.  This  house  did  a 
large  business  throughout  the  entire  career  of  the  road,  as  a  national 
highway.  Subsequent  to  the  time  of  Abrams  it  was  conducted  suc- 
cessively and  successfully  by  John  Skinner,  Daniel  Clary  (in  1830), 
William  Eeynolds,  Thomas  Brownfield,  James  Marlow.  Michael  Cresap. 
Peter  Turney,  Joseph  Hendrickson  and  Henry  Magee.  A  frame 
house  on  the  north  side,  erected  by  Henry  AVontling,  was  conducted 
by  him  as  a  tavern  from  1820  to  1829,  when  he  leased  it  to  John  Ivis- 
ler,  a  celebrated  old  tavern  keeper,  who  kept  at  various  points  on  the 
road  in  the  da3's  of  its  glory.  Mr.  Eisler  was  the  father-in-law  of  the 
venerable  Harrison  Wiggins.  Brown  Hadden.  and  the  late  Stephen 
W.  Snyder,  and  it  is  the  tradition  of  the  road  that  wherever  a  kitchen 
and  a  dining  room  were  controlled  by  a  female  member  of  the  Eisler 
family,  there  a  well  cooked  and  relishable  meal  was  sure  to  be  ob- 
tained. Mr.  Eisler  was  succeeded  in  the  old  Wentling  house  by  James 
Connelly,  and  he.  in  1835,  by  the  stalwart  and  popular  old  wagoner, 
Matthias  Fry.  Fry  remained  in  charge  until  the  spring  of  1838,  when 
he  turned  it  over  to  John  Bell,  who  was  succeeded  bv  his  son-in-law. 
Col.  Samuel  Elder,  who  remained  in  charge  until  some  time  late  in 
the  forties,  when  he  moved  to  Uniontown  and  took  the  management 
of  the  National  house  in  that  place.  In  the  year  1832  Eobert  Hunter 
opened  a  tavern  in  a  brick  house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  and 
street,  in  Petersburg,  and  conducted  it  for  many  years  with  marked 
success.  Mrs.  Hunter,  the  old  and  amiable  hostess  of  this  house,  is 
remembered  as  well  for  her  good  qualities  as  a  housekeeper  as  for  her 
immense  size.  She  weighed  two  hundred  and  fifty  j^ninds.  This  old 
house  was  subsequently  kept  by  John  A.  Walker,  John  McMullin. 
Alfred  Newlon  and  I.,ott  Watson,  in  the  order  given,  and  was  always 
well  kept.  The  stage  coaches  of  one  of  the  early  lines  stopped  at 
this  house,  and  it  has  been  extensively  patronized  by  summer  visitors 
and  pleasure  seekers.  It  was  one  of  the  very  best  eating  houses  on 
the  road,  and  is  continued  as  a  tavern  to  this  day  by  Mr.  Mitchell, 
who  holds  a  license  and  keeps  a  good  house.  John  E.  Eeeside  mar- 
ried a  step-daughter  of  John  McMullin. 

:■  Died  December  r2,  1893. 
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At  a  very  early  period  in  the  road's  histor}*.  John  Mitchell  kept 
a  tavern  one  mile  west  of  Petersburg,  on  the  north  side.  Besides 
doing  a  general  business,  this  old  house  was  a  station  for  the  first  line 
of  stages  on  the  road.  It  was  destoyed  by  fire  on  the  31st  day  of 
October,  1828,  and  supplied  by  a  new  log  structure,  Avhich  was  kept 
as  a  tavern  for  many  years  by  John  Mitchell,  jr..  who  erected  near 
the  old  site  the  present  large  and  substantial  brick  building  in  which 
he  is  now  living,  one  of  the  oldest  men  on  the  road.  On  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  road  from  this  house  immense  stabling  was  erected,  in 
tifter  years  supplemented  liy  cattle  and  hay  scales,  all  of  which  are 
still  standing,  tending  slightly  towards  dilapidation  and  decay,  but  in 
a  much  better  state  of  preservation  than  most  of  the  old  stables  of 
the  road.  There  is  a  large  and  fertile  farm  connected  with  this  old 
tavern  stand,  well  managed,  under  the  direction  of  its  venerable 
owner,  *John  Mitchell. 

A  short  distance  west  from  Mitchell's,  a  large  brick  house  on 
the  north  side  of  the  road,  was  kept  as  a  tavern  by  John  Bradtield  in 
1840,  and  later.  The  locality  was  known  as  iN'ewbury.  John  Brad- 
field  was  the  general  agent  of  the  first  heavy  freight  line  put  on  the 
road,  moved  by  six  horse  teams,  stationed  at  intervals  of  fifteen  miles. 
He  was  an  old  wagoner,  and  a  good  business  man,  and  before  going 
to  Newbury  kept  a  tavern  in  "Wheeling  and  in  Washington,  Pennsvl- 
vania.  After  Bradfield's  retirement  the  Xewbury  house  was  continued 
as  a  tavern  by  Moses  Jennings. 

Less  than  a  mile  west  of  Newbury,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road, 
an  old  1>uilding  once  used  as  a  tavei'n,  attracts  s])ecial  attention  by 
reason  of  the  singular  style  of  its  architecture.  It  is  a  wooden  struc- 
ture, commonly  called  a  frame,  with  an  unusually  high  portico  in 
front.  su})ported  by  four  round  and  tall  wooden  columns,  tapering 
upward  and  and  downward  from  the  centers.  It  reminds  one  of  the 
old  ]>ictures  of  the  teni])le  of  Juno,  and  ])ossibly  the  designer  had  that 
ancient  temple  in  view  when  he  planne(l  this  old  tavern.  He  is  said 
to  have  been  a  native  of  thv  vicinity.  ii<il  likely  vei'sed  in  the  classic 
i»r<lers  of  architecture,  but  the  style  lie  ado])ted  in  this  instance  might 
ri'asonal)l\'  l)e  regarded  as  the  Monog3nous.  Two  immense  stables 
appurtenant  t<j  this  old  tavern,  one  log,  the  other  frame,  both  still 
standing,  weather  beaten,  empty,  and  useless,  bear  silent,  but  impres- 
sive testimony  to  the  thrift  of  other  days,  and  im]iai't  a  tinge  of 
melancholy  to  the  memoi'ies  of  the  old  ])ike.  l)aniel  Show  was  the 
original  owner  of  the  quaint  old  Imilding  above  describe<l.  and  its 
fii-st  occu])ant.  He  sold  it  to  Samuel  Easter,  who  conducted  it  ft»r  a 
brief  ])eriod.  and  was  succeeded  by  Peter  Tjcnhai't.  mentioned  here- 
iuaftt'r  as  '•  Shellbark."'  Samuel  Tliom])son  succeeded  Lenliart,  and 
lie  in  lS4t)  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Metzgai-.  who  subsequently  l)ecamc 
the  wife  of  John  Olwine. 

And  now  the  hills  that  skirt  the  Youghiogheny  river  rise  to  view, 
and  Somerfield  is  reached,  an  ancient  little  town,  which  the  old  metal 

•  Died  in  1892. 
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mile  posts  on  the  road  ])ersist   iu  ealliiig  SinillitioUl.     That  this  town 
was  onco  calleil  Smithtirld  theiv  can  bo  no  doubt,  and  tliat  it  now  is 
Somertiehl  is  equally  clear.      It  was  oi-ininally  called  Sniithtield.  be- 
cause its  founders  name  was  Smith,  but  the    postoffice   de])artment 
chano-ed  it  to  Soniertield  on  account  of  the  great  multitude  of  Smiths 
and  Smithtields  in  all  portions  of  the  universe.     Somertield  has  been 
the  scene  of  many  a  livi'ly  incidt'ut  of  the  old  road.     Here  light  feet, 
impel1e(l  by  lighter  hearts,  tripped  to  the  notes  of  merry  music,  and 
the  ringing  laugh  and   sprightly  jokes  of  the  old   stage   driver   and 
wagoner,  enlivened  the  now  dull  halls  of  the  old  taverns.     The  most 
noted   old  tavern   keeper  of  Somertield  was  ('apt.  Thomas  Endsley. 
Somertield  was  always  a  stage  station,  the  second  relay  east  of  Tnion- 
lown.      The  Endsley  House  was  the  head(|uarters  of  Stockton's    line. 
It  is  a  stone  building,  and  stands  near  the   bank  of  the  i-iver  at    the 
western  end  of  the  town,  and  Avas  erected  in  the  year  1818  by  Kin- 
kead.  Beck  c*t  Evans,  the  old   bridge   builders,  and  occupied  and  con- 
ducted as  a  tavern  by  James  Kinkead.  the  senioi'  meml)er  of  thetii-m. 
from   the  date  of  its  completion  to  tlu'  yeai-  1822.     John  Cam])bell 
was  its  next  occupant,  who  ke])t  it  for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  until 
1824.     Capt.  Endslevthen  took   chai-ge  of  it.  and  conducted  it  down 
to  the  year  1821).     John  Shatter  kept  it  from   1829  to   1831,  when 
Cai)t.  Endsley  again  took  charge  and  continued  down  to  IS'M,  when 
IJeddiu"-  Buntino;  was  installed,  and   conducted  it   down    to  the  vear 
1837.     He  was  succeeded  by  John  Richai'ds,  who  renuiined  in  (diai'ge 
until  1840.     Squire  Hagan  conducted  it  from  1840  to  1842.  and  Aaron 
Wyatt  from  1842   to   1847,  when   Capt.  Endsley,  the  third    time,  re- 
entered, and  remained  in  charge  until  1852.  when  he  gave  place  to  his 
son  AVilliam,the   ])resent   incumbent.      This  old  house  is  as  solid   as 
when  first  constructed.     Its  foundation  walls  are   not   the    least   im- 
])aired.  and  its  mortar  pointings  are  as  hai'd  as  the  stones,  while  the 
wood  work,  and  n(.)tably  the  doors,  casings  and  mantel  ])ieces,  are  in 
a  ])erfect  state  of  preservation,  attesting  the  skill   of  the  mechanics 
at    the  early  period  in  which  the  house  was  l)uilt.     Neai-  the  center 
of  the  town,  on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  an   old   log  tavern  was 
Iscpt  by  John  ('ami)bell.  as  early  as  the  y(>ar  1824.  and    immediately 
alter  his  retirement  from  the  Endsley  House.     He  was   succeede(l  in 
turn   at  this  house  by  L.  C.  Dunn,  Samuel  Frazee,  Mioses  Jennings, 
and  John  Bradfield.     The  June  Bug  line  of  stages  stopped   at   this 
house,  and  for  a  while  the  (iood  Intent  line.     It  went  out  of  business 
in   1853.  was  remodeled  and   improved,  and    is    now  the  private  resi- 
lience of  James  Watson.     Prior  to  1837  and  down  to  1840  a  tavern 
was  ke])t   on   the   north    side   of  the   street   in    Somertield,  by  Dainel 
l'>lucher.  J.  Tantlinger,  Capt.  Morrow,  Aaron  Wyatt,  Andrew  Craig. 
Samuel  Thompson  and  P.  R.  Sides,  in   the   order  given.      This  house 
ceased  to  do  business  in  1849.  and  was  puUcMl  down  in  1883.  and  never 
rel)uilt.     In  1823  James  Kinkead.  the  old  bridge  builder,  kept  a  tavern 
in  a  brick  house  on   the  south  side  of  the  sti-eet  in  Somertield.     This 
house  was  afterward  and  successively  kept  by  William  Imhoff,  James 
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Watson,  Lot  Watson,  John  Irvin  and  Ephraini  Vansiekle.  Yansicklc 
was  a  blind  man  and  engaged  in  tavern  keeping  when  the  glory  of 
the  road  was  fading  away.  He  had  man}-  of  the  elements  of  a  suc- 
cessful tavern  keeper,  and  furnished  satisfactory  entertainment  to  the 
few  travelers  and  strangers  who  sought  shelter  and  refreshment  un- 
der his  kindl}'  roof;  Init  he  was  too  late.  Tavern  keeping  on  the 
National  Road  was  but  a  legend  when  he  embarked  in  the  business, 
and  he  was  constrained  to  listen  day  after  day,  and  night  after  night 
to  the  glowing  recitals  of  the  good  times  in  bygone  years,  and  recon- 
cile himself  as  best  he  could  to  the  existing  situation.  At  Somertield 
the  road  crosses  the  Youghiogheny  river  over  a  large,  handsome  and 
substantial  stone  bi'idge.  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  in 
length,  with  three  S3'mmetrical  arches,  and  appropriately  named  by 
old  pike  boys  the  Big  Crossings.  A  large  dressed  stone  in  the  wall 
of  this  bridge  above  the  surface  of  the  road,  and  near  the  eastern  end. 
bears  the  inscription;  '■  Kinkead,  Beck  &  Evans,  builders.  July  4tli. 
1818.''  The  day  of  the  month,  the  anniversary  of  Inde])endence,  is 
given  l>ecause  on  that  day  the  bridge  was  finished,  and  the  occasion 
was  celebrated  Avith  great  eclat.  The  inhabitants  of  the  mountains 
for  miles  around,  male  and  female,  old  and  young,  with  old  fashioned 
banners  and  old  fashioned  music,  turned  out  in  great  numbers,  in- 
sjjired  by  that  genuine  |)atriotism  Avhich  characterized  the  early 
period  of  our  country's  independence,  while  yet  many  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  revolution  were  living,  and  were  addressed  in  eloquent  terms 
by  the  Hon.  Andrew  Stewart,  Col.  Samuel  Evans.  Hon.  John  Daw- 
son and  John  M.  Austin,  of  Uniontown. 
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Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  Big  Crossings  to  Mt.  Washington  — 
Old  SheUbark,  Jacob  Probasco,  Jocke;/  Holloir,  Old  Tom  Broivn,  Mt.  Augusta, 
Marloiv^s,  the  Three  Cabins,  McCoUouglt^s  —  ^1  Fugitive  SJave  2' raged g  —  A 
Sennon  cut  sJiort  by  the  Baying  of  Hounds — Charley  Rush  —  Thf  Sheej^'s 
Ear  —  the  Bull's  Head,  the  Old  luls  House,  JVick  McCartney,  Boss  Rush, 
Sa,muel  Frazer,  Jolin  Rush. 

The  first  old  tavern  west  of  the  '-Big  Crossings,'  and  the  first  in 
Faj'ette  eoiinty,  Pa.  (for  tlie  river  here  is  the  boundary  line  between 
the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Somerset),  is  that  which  for  many  years 
was  kept  by  Peter  Lenhart,  eommonlj^  known  as  "  Shellbark."  This 
is  a  two-story  house,  originally  built  with  logs,  but  subsequently 
Aveather-boarded  and  painted  r5d.  The  red,  however,  has  long  since 
disappeared,  and  it  now  wears  the  dingy,  dark  colored  hue  that 
settles  upon  all  ancient  buildings.  A  man  named  Ebert  built  this 
house  and  occupied  it  as  a  private  residence.  He  was  a  tanner  by 
trade,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  sold  out  to  Peter  Lenhart's 
father,  who  occupied  the  house  also  as  a  private  residence  until  his 
death,  when  his  son  Peter  succeeded  him  and  opened  up  the  house 
as  a  tavern,  and  soon  after  added  a  distillery.  The  house  had  a  good 
custom  and  "SheUbark"  was  prosperous.  He  was  an  eccentric  man, 
and  like  Orator  Puff,  had  two  tones  to  his  voice.  He  had  a  habit, 
upon  rising  every  morning,  of  cutting  a  large  slice  from  a  loaf  of 
bread,  spreading  it  with  butter,  and  eating  it  in  connection  with  a 
glass  of  whiskey.  He  enjoyed  this  matutinal  habit  for  many  3-ears, 
and  rarely  omitted  it.  Why  he  was  called  "  SheUbark  ""  is  not  accu- 
rately known.  He  was  in  early  life  an  old-line  Democrat,  but  in 
later  years  got  "  mixed  up,"'  and  seemed  to  have  lost  his  political 
moorings.  He  died  a  few  3'ears  ago,  and  his  widow  and  daughter 
remain  in  the  old  house,  occasionally  entertaining  strangers  and  trav- 
elers in  very  satisfactory^  style. 

The  next  old  tavern  stand  is  about  half  a  mile  from  Lenharf^s. 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  The  line  of  the  National  Road 
here  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  old  Braddock  road,  and  this 
house  was  kept  as  a  tavern  by  Andrew  Flennikeu,  l)efore  the 
National  Road  was  constructed.  Jacob  Probasco  succeeded  Flen- 
nikeu in  this  house.  Besides  kee])ing  a  tavern,  Probasco  had  teams 
on  the  road,  was  a  contractor  for  i-epairs,  operated  a  store,  put  up 
and  operated  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  and  engaged  in  many  other  en- 
terprises. One  of  his  contracts  was  for  taking  up  a  portion  of  the 
old  road  bed.  At  first,  as  elsewhere  noted,  the  road  was  paved  with 
large  boulders,  which  were  subsequently  taken  up  and  their  places 
supplied  b}'  stones  broken  into  small  pieces.     There  are  ])oints  along 
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the  road  ;vhert'  tlu-  old  bed  remains,  and  here  the  r<jad  is  in  l)ettei" 
condition  than  elsewhere.  Avhich  has  started  the  belief  that  it  was  a 
mistake  to  take  np  the  original  bed;  but  this  is  a  disputed  and  un- 
settled (juestion.  Prominent  among  those  who  thought  it  was  a  mis- 
take to  take  up  the  original  road  bed  was  Capt.  Thomas  Endsley.  the 
old  tavern  keeper  of  Somerfield.  He  argued  the  question  on  many 
occasions  with  the  engineers,  and  after  the  work  was  done  adhered  to 
liis  opinion,  and  characterized  the  plan  as  a  foolish  notion  ot  inex- 
l)erienced  young  cadets.  Probasco  got  into  trouble  in  attempting  to 
collect  a  claim  by  attachment,  was  indicted  for  perjury,  and  soon  after 
left  the  State,  settling  in  Ohio,  and  there  l>ecame  prominent  and 
wealthy.  It  was  a  relative,  probably-  a  son  of  Jacob  Probasco,  who 
donated  the  money  for  the  erection  of  the  celebrated  fountains  in  the 
city  of  Cincinnati.  Probasco  sold  out  to  Peter  Baker,  who  kept  the 
house  a  number  of  years,  and  he  was  succeeded  in  turn  by  John 
Irvin.  Jacob  Richards.  Charles  Kemp,  Aaron  W3'att,  ^lorris  Mauler, 
Aden  Claiy  and  Alexander  Speers.  It  was  a  stage  house,  and  passen- 
gers by  one  of  the  coach  lines  took  meals  there.  John  Conway  now 
occupies  the  property,  and  it  is  owned  by  Aden  Clary,  of  Frostburg. 
Maryland.  The  house  is  long  and  narrow,  made  up  of  ditferent 
structures  erected  at  different  times,  one  part  stone,  another  log,  and 
a  third  frame,  all  now.  and  for  a  long  time  heretofore,  joined  together 
and  enclosed  by  weather-boarding.  The  intervening  s])ace  between 
this  and  the  Youghiogheny  river  is  called  ••Jockey  Hollow.'"  a  level 
])iece  of  road  upon  which  hor.ses  were  run  and  cock-fighting  prac- 
lice<l.  Hence  the  name  Jockey  Hollow.  Ephriam  Yansickle,  '•Blind 
H|)h."  as  he  was  called. ke])t  a  tavern  many  years  in  an  old  log  house 
in  Jockey  Hollow,  and  did  a  good  business.  This  house  was  never 
kept  as  a  tavern  by  any  other  person  than  Vansickle.  He  subse- 
(luently  kept  a  tavern  in  .Somerfield.  Xicholas  Bradley,  who  died  a 
lew  years  ago.  was  an  old  denizen  of  Jockey  Hollow.  He  was  a  con- 
tractor on  the  original  construction  of  the  road,  and  as  his  name  im- 
])lies.  an  Irishman.  His  son,  Daniel,  still  lives  here,  an  active  business 
man  and  an  influential  Democratic  politician.  *  Jeremiah  Easter,  esq.. 
I  )emo(i'alic  Jury  Commissioner,  also  lives  here.  John  Conway  once 
ki-pt  a  tavern  in  the  ■■  bend  of  the  road"'  near  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
alxntt  half  a  mile  west  of  Jockey  Hollow.  This  house  was  a  log 
structure,  long  since  demolished,  and  a  small  frame  now  stands  on 
the  old  site.  John  Conway  was  i)aniel  Bradleys  grandfather,  long 
since  dead,  and  therefore  not  the  man  at  present  occupying  the  old 
Probasco  tavern. 

Next  is  the  old  tavern  of  Thomas  Bi-owu.  This  is  a  large  stone 
house,  built  by  Mr.  Brown  about  the  time  the  road  was  nuide.  It 
stands  on  the  south  siile  of  the  road.  Brown  ke])t  it  as  a  tavern  from 
the  time  it  was  built  until  the  time  of  his  death.  Col.  Ben  Brown- 
field  and  Gen.  Ilcni-y  W.  Beeson  were  wont  to  come  hereon  their 
sleighing  excursions  in  the  olden  time,  often    remaining  many  nights 

^Now  dccease'l. 
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and  (hu's  ciijoying  themselves  in  dunoing  and  feasting.  JJrowii  was 
a  good  tiddler,  and  furnished  his  guests  with  music,  as  Avell  as  other 
means  of  entertainment.  He  was  a  large  man  with  a  shrill  voice, 
and  considered  a  popular  landlord.  The  ])roperty  reniaini'(|  in  the 
Brown  family  a  few  years  after  the  death  of  the  old  proprietor,  and 
idtimately  fell  into  the  hands  of  Jacob  Umherson,  the  present  occu- 
|iaut.  The  elections  of  Henry  Clay  township  were  formerly  held  ai 
this  house,  and  manv  exciting  scenes  liave  lieen  witnessed  liere  on 
election  day. 

The  next  old  tavei-n  site  is  Mt.  Augusta.  (Site  is  used  heeause 
the  old  brick  tavern  house  that  stood  here  for  so  many  years  Avas 
Inirned  down  some  time  ago.  and  has  not  been  rebuilt. j  It  was  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  commodious  houses  on  the  road,  with  two 
large  water  troughs  and  extensive  stabling  among  the  appurtenances. 
In  the  palmy  days  of  the  road  it  did  a  large  business.  John  Collier 
was  the  original  owner  and  occupant  of  this  property.  At  Ins  death 
it  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  son.  Daniel,  who  kept  it  for  a  numl)er  of 
years  an<l  sold  out  to  Thomas  Brownfield.  Brownfield  ke])t  tavern 
iiere  for  thirty  yeai-s,  and  sold  out  to  John  O'Hegarty,  the  present 
oAvner  and  occupant.  Daniel  Collier  moved  from  here  to  Cleorges 
townshi}),  whei-e  he  died  a  few"  years  ago,  the  owner  of  a  large  estate. 
BroAvntield  became  successively  commissioner  and  sheriff  of  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  close  of  his  term  as  sheriff  removed 
to  the  State  of  Missouri,  where  he  died.  The  sale  of  this  property  by 
Brownfield  to  O'Hegarty,  w^as  effected  through  the  agency  of  the 
celebrated  Henry  Clay  Dean.  O'Hegarty  lived  in  Lebanon  county. 
Pennsylvania,  Avhen  he  became  the  ])ur(diaser.  The  old  tavern  house 
was  burnt  during  the  occupancy  of  Mr.  O'Hegarty.  After  the  tire 
he  moved  into  a  frame  tenant  house,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road, 
a  little  to  the  east,  where  he  lives  now.  He  is  an  acting  justice  of  tlie 
]ieace,  esteemed  fen-  his  honesty  and  ])rol)ity.  and  wields  great  influ- 
ence amonii'  his  neiu'hbors. 

Next  is  a  stone  house  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  first  kept  as 
a  tavern  by  William  Shaw,  and  afterward  )»y  William  Griffin,  Charles 
Kemp.  Isaac  Denny  and  William  A.  Stone,  in  the  order  given.  It  did 
a  good  Imsiness,  and  was  regarded  as  a  good  house. 

Next  comes  the  old  Marlow  House.  This  is  a  large  two-story 
brick  Ituilding,  near  the  summit  of  a  long  hill.  On  the  opposite  side 
of  the  road  a  large  stable  Avas  erected,  capable  of  sheltering  a  hun- 
(lre(l  horses,  and  now  in  a  decaying  condition.  The  indispensable 
water-trough  was  here  also.  This  house  Avas  built  and  ke])t  as  a 
tavern  by  Benjamin  Miller,  the  grandfather  of  Ben,  Jeff'  and  Sam 
Miller,  of  Fniontown.  Miller  sold  the  ])roperty  to  James  Marlow. 
MarloAV  kept  it  a  long  time,  and  died  in  it.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  road.  lie  Avas  a  short,  hea\"y  set.  quiet 
man,  and  came  from  Maryland.  He  had  several  sons,  all  of  Avhom 
Avent  Avest  many  years  ago,  and  one  of  them  is  noAv  the  proprietoi-  of 
the  "American  hotel.'"  in  the  city  of  Denver.     Benjamin  Miller  Avas 
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onet'  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  pending  his  canvass  de- 
clared. '-By  the  Eternal,  if  the  people  did  not  elect  him  he  would  go 
up  on  the  hill  overlooking  Ilarrisburg,  and  look  down  with  contemjot 
upon  the  Capitol."     He  was  not  elected. 

At  the  foot  of  the  hill,  below  the  Marlow  House,  stood,  in  the 
olden  time,  a  cluster  of  small  log  cabins,  three  in  number,  which  con- 
stituted a  tavern  stand  known  as  tlie  ••Bush  House,"  or  "Three 
Cabins."'  This  .quaint  old  tavern  was  kept  b}'  one  Leonard  Clark. 
who  ciilertained  a  great  many  strangers  and  travelers,  especiall_y  such 
as  were  in  rpiest  of  something  to  slake  their  thirst.  Its  l)est  business 
da\s  wci'e  during  the  time  the  ]"oad  was  undergoing  construction,  and 
upon  its  completion  the  ••Three  Cabins"  succumbed  to  more  preten- 
tious inns.  These  cal)ins  were  covered  Avith  clap-boards;  the  chim- 
neys luiilt  of  rough  stones,  and  ••  topped  out"  with  mud  and  sticks. 
Clark,  the  old  proprietor,  retired  from  public  life  soon  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  road,  went  west,  left  his  cabins  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  elements,  and  scarcely  a  trace  of  them  can  be  seen  at  this  day. 
That  jolly  times  occurred  at  this  old  tavern,  among  the  early  ])ike 
Itoys.  there  can  be  no  queSlio]i. 

The  next  house  is  a  two-story  stone  building  with  portico  in 
iVont,  known  in  recent  vears  as  the  "Old  McCollough  Stand."  It 
was  built  and  first  ke])t  as  a  tavern  l)y  a  man  named  Bryant.  James 
Sampey,  Isaac  Xixon,  Morris  Maulei'  and  Nicholas  McCartney,  each 
kept  this  house  for  shorter  or  longer  terms  before  McCollough  went 
into  it.  Col.  John  W.  McCollough.  who  became  the  owner  of  the 
pro]»erty.  kept  tavern  here  for  many  years,  and  died  the  pi-oprietor. 
lie  was  a  man  of  stalwart  size,  a  talking  man  and  a  politician.  He 
was  likewise  a  contractor,  and  did  much  work  on  the  road.  He  left 
a  widow  and  several  children.  ''^Jim  and  Nick,  two  of  his  sons,  are 
well  known  pike  boys.  His  f  widow  married  'Scpiirc  T*)urk-e,  who 
now  occupies  the  house,  and  there  is  no  })lace  on  the  road  where  a 
better  meal  can  lie  obtained.  A  ti-agedy  was  enacted  at  this  house 
which  forms  a  memorable  event  in  the  history  of  the  old  pike,  and 
served  as  a  good  text  for  tlu'  old  anti-slavery  agitators.  Jt  was  on 
the  4th  of  Jidy,  1845.  Early  in  the  morning  ot  that  day,  while  a 
numbci-  of  wagoners  were  engaged  in  feeding  and  cleaning  their 
teams,  as  they  stood  in  the  wagon  yai-d.  a  negro  passed  along  the 
road,  and  William  King,  one  of  the  wagonei's  aforesaid,  cried  out  in 
a  loud  voice  to  Nicholas -.McCartney,  wiio  was  then  kee])ing  the  house. 
'•There  goes  a  runaway  nigger."  '•A  re  you  sure  of  that?"  inquired 
McCartney,  "I  am,"  re])lied  King.  w!ieren|Min  McCarlney  darft^d 
after  the  negro  and  ca])tured  him  a  shoi-t  distance  south  of  the  liouse, 
the  I'ocks  and  bi'usii  in  thai  hx^alily  having  ini]ieded  the  ])rogress  of 
the  lugilive.  McCartney  led  hiin  into  the  house,  and  informed  him 
that  he  was  going  to  take  him  hack  to  his  master  in  .Maryland.  The 
negro  seeme<l  su])missive.  and  McCart  m-y  plaei'd  him  in  ejiargi- of  one 
Atwell  Holland,  his  brother-in-law.  while  he  went  foi- a  hoi-siMo  carrv 
*  Both  now  dcafi.  t  Now  (lend. 
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out  his  ])iirpo8e  of  taking  him  )»afk  to  Maryhind.  J)urini!;  3Ic(.'ai't- 
ney's  absence  the  nei>;ro  ran  out  of  the  house,  and  Atwell  and  othei's 
pursued  him.  Atwell  being  more  f\eet  than  any  of  the  other  imr- 
suers.  soon  overtook  the  negro,  whereupon  he  wheek^d  u])on  Ilolhind. 
drew  a  dirk  knife  from  his  pocket,  sti'ucdc  it  into  his  pursuer's  heai't. 
and  made  good  his  escape.  Holhuid  iiiimediately  fell  to  the  ground, 
and  expired  while  being  borne  to  the  house  by  his  companions. 
Among  the  ])ersons  present  on  this  tragic  occasion,  was  one  TjcwIs 
Mitchell,  who  was  a  great  hunter  and  an  occasional  preacher.  While 
Holland  was  lying  on  the  ground  dying,  Mitchell  placed  wild  grape 
leaves  on  his  wound,  and  prayed  lor  him.  Mitchell  was  preaching 
once  in  this  neighliorhood,  and  in  one  of  his  most  earnest  passages, 
heard  the  yelping  of  hounds.  He  immediately  ceased  preaching,  and 
exclaimed,  "  There  are  the  hounds,  and  d — d  if  Lead  ain't  ahead.'' 
and  straightway  dashed  out  of  the  meeting  house  to  join  the  sportsmen. 

The  next  old  tavern  is  about  four  hundred  yards  from  the  last 
one.  and  was  also  built  by  Bryant,  above  mentioned,  but  not  for  a 
tavern.  This  house  was  kept  successively  by  John  McCoUough. 
Morris  Mauler  and  Adam  Yeast,  and  isnow  kept  by^^Nick  McCollough. 
There  were  times  when  it  had  a  --good  run"  of  patronage.  Adam 
Yeast,  one  of  its  old  occu])ants.  was  an  eccentric  character,  and  ulti- 
mately became  a  lunatic. 

Next  we  come  to  Charley  Jlush's  old  stand.  This  was  a  famous 
stop]nng  ]^lace.  Charles  Rush  settled  here  in  the  woods  in  1838. 
built  the  house,  which  he  occu])ie(l  as  a  tavern  until  lie  died  in  1840. 
in  the  prime  of  life.  He  always  kept  a  big  team  on  the  i-oad, 
under  the  management  of  a  hired  driver.  He  was  a  brother  of  Boss 
Eush,  and  the  father  of  Henry  Clay  Eush.  a  prominent  and  influen- 
tial citizen  of  Uniontown.  He  was  fond  of  hoi-se  racing,  and  always 
ke])t  fast  horses.  His  son  Henry  Cla}'  was  his  favorite  rider,  who. 
when  a  small  boy,  a]3peared  on  the  race  course  arrayed  in  the  jocl\e_\' 
outfit,  and  exactly  filling  the  regulation  weight.  He  would  cut  a 
sorry  figiuv  now,  on  the  back  of  a  race  horse.  Charles  Eush  was 
kind  and  charitable  in  disposition,  but  when  exigencies  nM|uired. 
would  not  decline  a  fisticuft'.  Many  an  overbearing  bully  has  felt  the 
damaging  eftects  of  his  well-aimed  blows.  He  entertained  strangers 
and  travelers  at  his  hospitable  board,  whether  they  luul  the  means 
of  ])aying  their  bills  or  not.  but  ahvays  ])referred  that  impecunious 
guests  should  inform  him  of  their  condition  l)efbre  engaging  accom- 
modations. On  one  occasion  an  Irishman  tarried  Avith  him  over 
night,  and  in  the  morning,  after  breakfast,  informed  him  that  he  had 
no  money  to  pay  his  bill.  ••Why  didn't  yon  tell  me  that  last  night?" 
shai'ply  in(|uired  Mr.  Eush.  •And  faith,  sir,  "  i-ejjlied  the  Irishman. 
••I'm  very  sorry  to  tell  you  of  it  this  morning.''  Eush.  pleased  with 
his  wit,  absolved  him  from  his  bill,  gave  him  a  parting  drink,  and  al- 
lowed him  to  go  "Scot  free."  f  William  L.  Smith,  esq.,  ex-county 
commissioner,  nuirried  the  widoA\'  Eush.  and  oecn])ies  the  old  stand  as 

*  Since  (leceaseil.        t  Now  dead. 
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a  i»rivate  residence.  Samuel  Kush.  a  larmer.  aud  Vn-other  of  Charles. 
lived  al»oul  tluve  miles  from  here,  baek  in  the  eoiuitrv.  He  was  a 
contractor  on  the  road,  and  an  eneriretic.  lione.st  and  highly  respected 
citizen.  He  was  the  father  of  *  Marker  Paish.  the  proprietor  of  the 
well  known  -Rush  House."  near  the  Vnion  Depot,  in  Pittsburg. 
^Farkci"  must  have  inherite<l  his  fondness  for  the  sports  of  the  day 
throuuh  his  uncle  Charles,  as  his  father  was  nut  given  fu  worldly  in- 
dulgences. 

There  was  a  little  log  house  a  short  distance  west  of  Charley 
Rush's  old  stand,  which  was  kej^t  as  a  tavern  for  a  few  years  l»y  Ed- 
ward J)ean.  It  was  not  one  of  the  origi]u\l  taverns,  and  not  con- 
sidered ••regular."  The  pike  boys  of  the  neighliorhood  called  it  the 
••Sheep's  Ear."  Its  chief  business  consisted  in  selling  whiskv  at 
three  cents  a  drink,  which  was  the  price  of  whisky  all  along  the  roa<l. 
V.  H.  Oliphant.  the  well  known  iron  manufacturer,  probably  the  old- 
est in  the  State,  once  ]»ut  a-line  of  wagons  on  the  road  to  carry  goods 
ami  merchandise  from  Brownsville  to  Cumberland.  The  wagons 
were  drawn  by  mules,  and  the  teams  changed  at  fixed  ]toints  along 
the  road.  This  old  I)eun  House  was  one  (jf  the  sto})ping  places  of 
this  line.  One  night  some  mischievous  person,  or  persons,  cut  the 
harness  of  one  of  the  teams  into  shreds,  so  that  Oliphants  line  did 
n(»t  move  out  the  ne.xt  morning  from  the  ••Sheeps  Ear."  Another 
house  of  similar  proportions  and  character  near  In',  was  kept  In* 
Thomas  Dean.  It  was  known  in  the  neighborhood  as  the- Bulls 
Head."  It  was  the  custojn  of  the  pike  boys  of  the  neighborhood  to 
collect  together  in  these  old  houses,  when  they  were  kept  as  taverns, 
now  at  one  and  then  at  the  other,  to  -while  away  ""  the  long  winter 
evenings,  and  enjoy  themselves  in  dancing  and  revelry.  Nicholas 
McCartney  often  attended  these  festive  <;atherings  when  a  young  man. 
and  could  relate  many  interesting  incidents  and  anecdotes  connected 
twill  the   •Sheep's  Ear"  and  -Bulls  Head"    inns. 

We  next  come  to  the  old  Inks  House,  now  owned  and  occu))ied 
bv  Xicholas  McCartney.  This  is  a  large  frame,  weather-boarded 
house,  with  a  spacious  wagon  yard  attached,  a  large  stable  and  a 
number  of  sheds  and  other  outbuildings.  The  house  Avas  built  by 
GeoriTe  Inks,  and  kept  by  him  as  a  tavern  for  many  years.  A  man 
named  Heckrote  ke]»t  here  once,  and  so  also  did  John  Ri^ler.  and 
Samuel  M.  Clement,  for  many  years  a  pros])ei"ous  farmer  on  Redstone 
creek,  near  Uniontown.  entertained  the  traveling  ])ublic  for  a  brief 
period,  in  his  early  manhood,  and  ]u-ove«l  himself  a  competent  land- 
lord. The  house  enjoyed  a  large  share  of  patronage  during  the  pros- 
perous times  on  the  i"oad.  tMi'.  McCartney,  jd'cscnt  occupant  and 
ownei-.  has  been  in  feeble  health  for  many  months.  Previous  to  his 
present  illness  he  was  a  man  of  robust  health  and  great  energy.  Jle 
is  a  son-in-law  of  Thomas  Brownfield.  the  old  ]>roprietor  of  tlie  Mt. 
Augusta  House.  lie  is  universally  esteemed  among  his  neighl>ors. 
and  geiiei'al  .sympathy  is  manif«'->ti'd  on  a«-<oniit    of  his  illm-ss. 

*  Since  deceased.       t  ^*ow  dead. 
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We  next  reach  the  celebrated  house  ofi-Sebastuiu  Hush,  invarialjly 
called  -'Boss."  It  is  not  a  wagon  stand,  but  an  old  stage  house.  Here 
stage  passengers  took  meals,  which  were  invarial)h'  gotten  u])  in  the 
best  style.  The  house  was  buih  in  18;>7  by  Hon.  Nathaniel  Ewing. 
who  then  owned  it.  Rush  moved  into  it  soon  after  it  was  tinished. 
as  lessee  of  Judge  Ewing,  and  not  long  after  purchased  it,  and  occu- 
pied it  uninterruptedly  to  the  ])resent  time.  Here,  also,  is  a  store, 
jiostottice  and  other  im])rovements.  cfinstituting  a  little  village  called 
Farnungton,  and  considered  the  grand  commercial  and  business 
center  of  the  mountains.  Sebastian  Rush  is  widel}"  known  as  an  in- 
Huential  Republican  politician,  has  been  superintendent  of  the  road 
l)y  a])])ointment  of  the  Governor,  and  nominated  by  his  jiarty  foi- 
Associate  Judge,  but  defeated  by  reason  of  the  decided  and  long  ex- 
isting preponderance  of  the  Democracy  in  the  county.  "When  a  young 
man,  and  living  in  a  small  log  house  near  the  tavern  stand  of  his 
brother.  Charles,  he  was  elected  constable  of  his  township,  and.  being 
too  poor  to  own  a  horse,  performed  the  functions  of  his  office  on  foot. 
Since  then  he  has  made  constables  and  other  officers,  and  owned 
horses  without  number.  Previous  to  1837  the  widow  Tantlinger  ke])t 
tavern  in  an  old  wooden  house,  on  the  ground  now  covered  In*  the 
Rush  house.  The  store  here,  before  Rush  came  to  the  property,  was 
conducted  by  Peter  T.  Laishley,  an  old  and  well  known  Methodist 
])reacher,  still  living.  He  was  then  a  Free  Will  Ba})tist.  Moi-gan 
Jones  also  once  kept  store  at  this  jioint.  He  is  now  a  real  estate 
l>roker  in  Philadel})hu\.  and  said  to  be  wealthy.  He  had  several 
brothers,  among  them  David.  John  and  Samuel  E..  who  were  well 
known.  David  settled  in  "Wisconsin,  and  became  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor. John  went  to  Kentucky,  and  became  a  prominent  iron  manu- 
facturer. Samuel  E.  is  a  Probate  Judge  in  southern  Colorado.  Allen 
Crane  also  once  kept  store  here.'^ 

The  house  now  owned  and  occu]>ied  by  AVashington  Hensel.  was 
once  kept  as  a  tavern  by  Samuel  Frazer.  Its  public  career  terminated 
about  the  time  Sebastian  Rush  located  at  Farmington.  A  short  dis- 
tance over  the  hill,  west,  there  is  a  frame  house,  built  by  John  liush. 
and  by  him  k'c])t  as  a  tavern  for  a  number  of  years.  Heniy  Clay 
liush  also  kept  this  house  for  a  short  time.  It  is  not  classed  auunig 
the  old  taverns,  but  during  its  short  public  career  enjoyed  a  high  de- 
gree of  po])ularity.  Boss  Rush,  jr.,  lives  here  now  in  the  ca])acity  of 
a  })rivate  citizen.  J(din  Rush  was  one  of  the  most  popular  landlords 
along  the  road.  He  is  a  l)rother  of  Boss,  and  is  still  living,  some- 
Avhere  in  the  west.  This  old  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years 
ago.  and  nothing  remains  of  it  but  two  tall  cliimncys.  standing  erect 
al   I  his  da\'. 

*  Deceaseil. 


•:^%  -^xif. 


\ 


'X< 


■^ 


;'^^S^i?^^ 


C'HAPTP:ii    XXXIi. 


<)I<1  Tannt.-i  and  Tanrn  Kopers  conliiined  —  Fort  Necemtj/,  WaifhiiKjton's  i-V;-.-7 
Battle  Field,  Munroe  Sprliuja,  Reception  to  President  Monroe,  Gate  Boh  Mr- 
DooeJl,  Braddockh  Run  and  Grave,  Fayette  Springs,  A  Trio  of  Old  Fiddlers, 
Chalk  Hill,  Sni/ders,  Ol'l S'/i'irc  Prier,  The  Smninit  of  Lanrel  Hdl,  Moll;/  Cal- 
houn, E/jliriam  McLean,  The  Bi<j  Water  Tro'ifjh  on  Lanrel  Hill,  The  Goat  Pi  n, 
The  Tnrkeifs  Nest,  Monroe,  knova  noo:  inostl;/  as  Hopivood,  Matthias  Fnj,  Gir- 
iiian  D.  Hair,  The  Old  Morris  House,  Widoo:  Sands,  Harri/  Gilbert. 

-Mt.  WiishiiiiitDii  is  a  ])(jiiil  ivi)lrU'  willi  historic  iiil crest.  llrw 
Wasliiiii'-toii  first  nieiisurt'd  ;>\\"ords  willi  an  enemy,  uiid  Ibuii'ht  Iiis  lirsl 
Uattle.  It  is  the  site  of  Fort  Xecessity,  and  known  in  colonial  times 
as  the  (treat  Meadows.  Gen.  Washington  subsequently  became  the 
owiiei"  of  this  )»r()])erty.  and  held  it  until  his  death.  It  was  no  doubt 
owiiiij;  to  the  fact  that  his  tirst  eno;asi"ement  with  an  armed  foe  to(jk 
]ilace  on  this  ground  he  resolved  to  buy  it.  In  his  last  will  he  di- 
rected it  to  be  sold  by  his  executors,  together  with  other  real  estate 
he  held,  and  the  ])roceeds  divided  among  ])arties  he  nanie(l.  Tiie 
tract,  when  owned  \,>y  Washington. contained  two  liundred  and  thirty- 
four  acres,  and  he  valued  it  at  six  dollars  an  acre.  He  thus  refers  to 
it  ill  a  note  appended  to  his  will: 

•This  land  is  valualde  on  account  of  its  local  situation.  It  attoriis 
an  e.Kccediiig  good  stand  on  Braddock  s  road,  from  Ft.  Cumberhiiid 
to  Pittsburg,  and  besides  a  fertile  soil,  possesses  a  large  quantity  ol 
natural  meadow,  fit  for  the  .scythe.  It  is  distinguished  ly  the  ap]iel- 
hition  of  the  (Ji'eat  ^Icadows.  where  the  fii'st  action  with  the  French, 
in  1  7.")4.  was  iought." 

Previous  {o  183.").  ami  by  divci's  good  conxcyanccs  ami  assur- 
an<'es.  down  from  Washington,  this  estate  ])assed  into  the  hamis  lA' 
the  late  Hon.  Nathaniel  Kwing.  who  canserl  to  lie  erected  on  the 
jiropei'ty  the  large  lirick  house,  still  standing,  and  om-  of  the  most 
noted  old  taverns  on  the  I'oad.  .ludge  Kwing  subse(|uently  sold  ami 
conveyed  the  ])i'oj)erty  to  .James  Sampi-y.  who  went  into  possession 
and  kept  the  tavern  for  many  years,  ami  until  his  death.  The  first 
vt-ar  after  Mr.  Sampeys  death  the  management  of  the  tavern  and 
farm  was  ]»laceil  in  charge  of  Robert  Ilogsett.  who  turned  over  t(»  the 
representative  of  the  estate  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars,  as  the 
l»i-ofils  of  one  year.  The  Good  Intent  line  of  stages  slopped  at  Sani- 
pev's.  and   as  showing  the  extent   of  the  business  of  the   house.  Mr. 
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lloijsott  mentions  tlial  <iii  »iiu-  nit)niin<:;  sovonty-two  stji<^e  |i:issrii>;-c'i'N 
look  l)ronkthst  tluTc.  .loliii  Foster  and  .laiucs  Moore  snliseinuMit  1\- 
I<e]>t  this  house.  Tliey  were  sous-in-hiw  ol"  .laiues  Sani])e\\  and  Moore 
was  an  ohl  stau'e  di'ivei'.  A  1  \\\v  ehtse  of  luisiness  mi  ihe  I'oad.  I\llis 
Y.  Bei;"t!;s  ])urehased  tiie  jtropei't}'  and  the  tavern  was  eiosed.  William 
J).  JJegns.  tlie  tatht'r  of  Ellis,  died  in  this  Iiouse.  Jle  liad  eolleeted 
the  tolls  foi-  many  yeai's  at  the  ii'ate  near  Seariichts.  was  likewise  a 
selioo]  teacher,  and  a  ^ood  owe.  and  was.  tor  a  nundier  of  yeai's. 
Steward  of  the  County  Jlome.  His  eldest  dauii'hter.  .lane,  was  tlie 
second  wife  of  Dr.  Smith  Fuller,  the  eminent  I'niontow  n  |ihysieian. 
GodtVoy  Fa/.eiil)aker  sueeeeded  Hei;-ii"s  in  the  ownershi]i.  and  enn'au'ed 
e.\tensively  in  fai'miuij;  and  sto(d\  I'aisinii;.  Mi".  Fa/.enhaUei- died  in 
])ossession,  and  the  ])ro])erty  descended  to  his  heirs,  who  are  the 
])resent  occujiants.  The  \ng  water-ti'otiii'h  still  remains  on  the  o]t])o- 
site  side  of  the  road  from  this  old  taveiMi,  hut  all  else  has  (dianu'ed 
since  the  days  when  the  pi-oud  sta<;'e  driver  eraeke<l  his  loni;;  silUen- 
ended  w  hi]>  over  the  ha(d<s  of  his  four  spankini;-  steeds. 

The  next  old  tavern  was  at  Monroe  S])rinii;s,  on  the  hillside,  a 
short  distance  west  of  one  of  the  old  round  toll  houses.  This  house 
was  huill  l)y  (Tiarles  McKinnc}',  and  opene(l  u|i  hy  him  as  a  tavern. 
]{  was  a  loii;  house,  weather-hoarded,  of  small  dimensions,  now  en- 
tirely olditerated.  Boss  Jvush  commenced  his  career  as  a  tavern 
kee])er  in  the  old  lionse  at  this  point,  and  it  was  kept  at  various 
times  by  such  w^ell  known  men  as  AVni.  S.  Craither,  German  I).  Hair. 
Wm.  Dillon.  Morris  Maulei'.  John  Hush.  Joliu  Foster  aud  David  (\i;"i!;. 
It  was  essentially  a  wagon  stand,  and  ni<>"ht  alter  night,  in  the  ])ros- 
perous  era  of  the  road,  the  ground  all  around  it  was  ci-owded  with 
l»ig  wagons  and  teams,  and  the  old  bai-  room  rang  out  with  the  songs 
and  jokes  of  the  jolly  wagoner.  ()])))osite  the  house  a  large  water- 
ti'ough  was  erected,  kept  full  aii<l  ovei'tlowing  from  a  spring  near  l»y. 
called  -The  Monroe  Spring,''  in  honor  of  JMvsident  .Monroe.  AVhen 
.McKinney  kept  this  house  President  Monroe  ])assed  along  the  road, 
and  a  public  dinner  was  given  him  here.  John  Hagau.  then  a  con- 
tractor on  the  oi'iginal  construction  of  the  road,  was  prominently 
connected  with  the  bestowal  of  this  compliment  upon  the  old-time 
President.  The  few  old  folks  who  have  ])ei'sonal  recollections  of  this 
event.  s])eak  of  it  as  a  memorable  aud  exciting  occasion.  The  dinner 
was  sul)stantial  and  superb,  and  highly  enjoyed  by  all  ])artici])ating. 
including  the  illustrious  guest.  John  Hagan  was  the  father  of  liobei't 
I  lagan,  esq.,  ex-commissioner  of  Fayette  county,  l*ennsylvania. 

One  of  tlie  old  stone  toll  houses  stood  a  short  distance  east  of  the 
.Monroe  Sjtrings.  and  remained  until  ISOo.  when  it  was  torn  down. 
Jlirani  Seaton  was  one  of  the  eai'ly  collectors  al  this  ]»oint.  He  was 
tlie  father  of  -'^C.  8.  Seaton.  tlie  well  known  banker  ol  rniontown. 
He  subsecpiently  served  two  terms  as  County  Treasurer.  Jle  had  a 
wooden  leg,  and  was  esteemed  as  an  honest  man.  He  went  west, 
settled  in  Missouri,  and  died  there,      lie  was  succeedi'd  as  toll  collector 
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by  liobert  McDowell,  always  thereafter  called  "Gale  Bob."  to  dis- 
tinguish him  from  a  number  of  other  well  knoAvn  citizens  bearing 
the  same  name.  Eobert  McDowell  was  also  an  honest  man,  a  popu- 
lar num  and  a  lighting  man.  He  was  tall,  thin  and  muscular.  His 
lingers  were  distorted  by  rheumatism,  but  he  could  use  them  in  a  fight 
witli  terrible  eftect.  He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  county 
commissioner  of  Fa^'ette  county,  Pennsjdvania,  in  1854,  but  beaten 
by  the  Know  Nothings.  He  died  a  few  years  ago  at  Dunbar,  very 
greatly  lamented.  The  memory  of  "Gate  Bob"  will  long  remain 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  pike  boys,  old  and  young. 

The  next  old  tavern  stand  is  the  "Braddock's  Run  House."  Gen. 
Braddock  was  l)uried  near  this  house,  a  day  or  two  after  his  disas- 
trous defeat  l)y  the  French  and  Indians,  at  Braddock's  Field,  near 
Pittsl>urg.  The  exact  spot  where  he  was  buried  is  still  pointed  out, 
and  can  be  seen  from  the  road.  This  circumstance  gave  name  to  the 
In-ook  here,  and  the  tavern.  The  house  was  built  by  Charles  Mc- 
Kinney,  the  same  person  who  built  the  "Monroe  Sj^rings  House." 
He  kept  tavern  here  for  many  years.  The  house  is  a  large  two-story 
stone  structure.  It  was  subsequently  and  successively  kept  b}' Eobert 
Shaw,  Noble  McCormick  and  William  Shaw.  This  property  is  now 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  James  Dixon,  and  is  not  a  public  house. 

Next  Ave  come  to  the  "  Fayette  Springs  Hotel,"  a  large  stone 
house  built  at  an  earlv  dav  by  the  Hon.  Andrew  Stewart,  Avho  owned 
the  proper!}',  and  remained  its  owner  until  the  day  of  his  death.  It 
was  recently  sold  by  his  heirs  to  Capt.  John  Messmore,  of  Uniontown. 
This  house  was  a  favorite  resort  for  visitors  to  the  Fayette  Springs, 
situate  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant.  In  its  halcyon  days 
it  had  its  ten -pin  alle)',  billiard  tables,  swing,  and  other  appliances  of 
pleasure  and  comfort,  but  they  have  all  passed  away,  and  probably  by 
reason  of  hard  times,  and  the  abatement  of  interest  in  the  Springs  may 
never  again  l)e  brought  into  re(piisition.  Here  merry  parties  of 
young  folks  from  Uniontown  and  elsewhere  w^ere  accustomed  to 
assemble  and  enjoy  a  hearty  supper,  engage  in  the  dizzy  mazes 
of  the  dance,  and  when  it  was  all  over  "go  home  with  the  girls 
in  the  morning.""  Mahlon  Fell  and  Tom  Collins  were  the  old- 
tiiiu^  fiddlers,  and  fui'iiished  the  music,  which  in  its  line  was  of  su- 
jK'i-ior  excellence.  They  Avere  occasionally  reinforced  by  Jacob  B. 
Millei'.  esq.,  who  tendered  his  services  without  pecuniary  reward,  and 
in  the  language  of  the  day,  "could  make  a  fiddle  talk."  Collins  is 
dead.  -'-Fell  and  Miller  are  both  living.  The  former  has  joined  the 
church  and  al)andoned  the  fiddle,  while  the  latter  still  retains  his  taste 
and  talent  for  music,  and  often  entertains  his  friends  in  a  private 
mannei".  with  many  of  the  ])opular  tunes  of  the  olden  time.  The 
"  l^^'ayette  Springs  House"  has  been  kept  in  turn  by  Cuthbert  Wig- 
gins. .John  iiisler.  B.  W.  Earl.  Samuel  Lewis,  William  Snydei-.  AVilliani 
Dai'lington,  John  Eush,  Major  Swearingeu,  Eedding  Bunting.  Cuth- 
bert  Downer,  and  perhaps  others. 

■■'■  All  now  (lead. 
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\Vc  iii'Xl  I'l-ach  ••('li:ill<  Hill.'  so  ("illcil  rioiii  tin-  (•ir(iiiii>l;iii<i'  t»l 
w  liiu-  rl;iv  ;i<llu'rinLj  li>  tin-  sliovt'ls  of  tlio  wurUnu'ii  I'liicaiiiil  in  ilii;- 
tiiiiiC  iIh'  rniiii<l:ili<in  «<r  i\\v  rn;i<l.  Tlu-  liixiTii  house  was  Imilt  iirii- 
ill  lS2."i  liy  .loiialliaii  Oowium*.  wlm  was  iis  lirst  liosl.  Ilr  was  siic- 
(•(•(•(I.mI  Ii\-  Mtiss  i;ii-<h.  ami  Ik-  in  turn  l>y  S|»cin<f»T  I  >.twn«  r.  Saniiu-I 
Slii|)K'\-.  William  Shipley  ami  .Millonl  Shipley,  ^'^lohii  ( )|wiiie  n<iw 
owns  llie  propoi'ly.  ami  keeps  tavern  heic.  1 1  is  a  two  story  frame, 
with  eoiiimodious  ^^al•lin!.Jat laehed.  Iioss  lvii.>h  went  from  this  house 
to  Karniinnton.  Samuel  Shipley  liomrhl  tliis  pi'opertyat  an(h-phans' 
("oiirl  sail',  in  isifi.  lor  81  .•<»•").  ami  paiil  for  it  in  ixohl.  Weslley 
l-'rost  was  llu'  sheritl'  ami  trustee  to  sell,  Shipley  >nl>se(pU'iil  ly  he- 
eame  an  assoeiati-  jmliie.  lie  was  more  fortifiialt'  ilinii  his  m-iiilihor 
ami  tellow  inn  keeper.  l>oss  Kush,  in  heloniiiiiif  to  the  stroiii;  sidi-. 
Iviish  was  one  of  his  competitors  on  the  IJepnhliean  si<h'. 

Next  comes  the  olil  tavern  slaml  of  James  Snyder.  Snyiler 
seems  to  havt-  heeii  lu-re  always,  and  is  lu-ri'yet.  lie  did  \a<ale  a 
short  time  for  William  Shaw,  hiil  not  lonn"  enough  to  (  hann:^'  the  tra- 
dition that  this  is.  and  always  was.  Snyder's.  The  house  lo(d<s  old 
and  diiiLi'N'.  and  no  wonder,  for  it  lias  withstood  the  w  ild  dashes  of 
numherless  mountain  storms.  It  is  situate  at  the  foot  of  the  eastern 
slo|»e  of  Laurel  Hill,  and  on  the  head  waters  of  Sandy  CreeU.  The 
old  slahle  is  deeayiuii'.  and  will  soon  V»e  t;"one.  The  old  host.  too.  is 
showiui;'  the  mai'ks  of  time  and  aiic  He  has  already  ]iassed  heyond 
the  aii'e  defined  liy  the  Psalmist.  His  t  liree  score  and  ten  air  supplf- 
nienteil  hy  well  ni<ih  half  a  score. r  He  is  the  only  old  landmark  l"ft 
alonti'  the  road,  that  has  not  shilli'd  from  original  i;rouiiil.  I'xcept 
Nalt\'  HrowntieM,  .\  few  years  au'o  he  was  elected  county  commis- 
sioner on  the  Democratic  ticket,  hut  pi'actically  without  opposition. 
lie  is  universally  esteemed  foi-  his  honesty.  As  a  tavern  k-cepei*  he 
enjoyed  an  excellent  reputation,  and  many  a  wear\- t  raviKr  has  found 
consolation  and  comfort  under  his  hospitahle  roof.  The  hest  wishes 
of  all  his  iieiiihhors  attend  the  old  i;vntlenian  in  his  declinini;  years, 
and  heaven's  (dioicest  lilessiiii;'s  are  invoked  u|ion  his  veneraMe  lu-ad. 

Xear  the  Io|i  (d  Laurel  Hill  on  ihe  eastern  slo]u'.  once  livtMl  a 
noted  chai'acti'r  named  Benjamin  l'i-ice.  His  house,  a  lo.i;'  structure, 
was  hiiilt  near  the  roadside,  hut  helow  its  surface,  so  that  the  upi)ei- 
slor\'  was  al'out  on  a  levcd  with  the  road.  He  kejit  a  cake  shop,  was 
an  actinn'  justice  of  the  peace,  ami  a  strict  Mcllioijisl.  and  was  in  the 
hahil  of  anno\'ini;'  waL;"om'r>  and  hoi;'  droXvMs  \>y  liiiinu;  them  for 
swearinu;.  and  they  in  tiii'ii  annoyed  him  l>y  I  lirow  inn'  hillels  <d' wood 
and  disahled  1h>l;s  down  his  (diimiiey.  Trice  is  loiiii  since  (h-ail.  and 
the  la-^t  Vestige  of  his  njd  hiiuse  has  disappeared.  TliesIaMe  marhy 
it  i-eniaiiK'd  lon^ei'.  hut  it  has  i^one.  too.  .\  few  apple  t  I'ecs  plaiiteil 
hv  the  hands  (d"  the  "S(piii-e.  now  oicroached  u|ioii  hy  the  mountain 
uuder,<;'rowtli.  an-  all  that  remain  to  indicate  t  he  spot  w  here  t  he  old 
house  stoixl. 

We    next    reacdi    the     •  Summit     House."      This    is    not    a    uai;on 
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Stand,  nor  strictly  an  old  ta\'ern.  hiit  rather  a  fashionable  and  popular 
summer  resort.  It  is  on  the  apex  of  Laurel  Hill,  and  has  the  advantaii'o 
of  ]nire  air,  and  an  extensive  and  eharmint!;  view  of  the  surrounding;- 
an(l  underlying  country.  At  this  jioinl  hirge  linger  boards  wei-e 
erected,  indicating"  distances  and  routes  to  the  Washington  Springs, 
Dulaney's  Cave  and  Junionville's  Grave,  which  are  landmai-ks  in- 
delibly impressed  upon  the  memories  of  surviving  wagoners  and 
stage  drivers.  The  ])roperty  here  belongs  to  *Col.  Samuel  Evans, 
a  wealthy  and  well  known  citizen  of  Fa3'ette  county.  fEphraim 
McClean  ke})t  the  house  here  for  man}'  years,  and  made  it  famous 
by  the  excellence  and  style  of  his  entej'tainment.  His  flannel 
cakes  and  sj)ring  chickens  have  ])assed  into  history,  as  unrivalled 
])roductions  of  culinary  art  and  tem])tersof  the.apjietite.  There  is  a 
large  spring  and  I»ath  house  here.  This  has  ever  been  a  favorite  re- 
sort of  parties  in  pursuit  of  ])leasure.  Here  the  youth,  beauty  and 
fashion  of  Uniontown  wei'e  wont  to  conic  to  while  away  an  evening 
in  eating,  dancing  and  other  diversions.  The  rooms  wei'e  small,  but 
the  pleasure  was  unbounded.  Here  also  the  yeomanry  of  the  county 
came  to  make  a  haiwest  home,  or  celebrate  an  anniversary.  The 
drive,  up  and  down  the  mountain,  is  delightful,  and  formed  no  small 
shai'C  of  the  pleasure  incident  to  the  old  time  ])ai'ties  at  this  popular 
place  of  resort. 

Ephraim  McClean  lett  this  house  many  3'ears  ago  and  settled  in 
Illinois.  He  was  succeeded  Ijy  Henry  Cla}^  Eush,  who  maintained 
the  reputation  of  the  house  during  his  occu]:)ancy.  Init  left  it  in  1856 
to  go  to  Searights.  Brown  Iladden  came  in  after  liush,  and  after 
Hadden  the  house  was  successively  kept  by  Stephen  W.  Snyder,  John 
Snyder,  William  Boyd  and  Webb  Barnet,  the  present  occupant.  An- 
terior to  the  erection  of  the  present  I)uildings.  and  many  years  ago. 
one  ^Mollj'  Calhoun  l\e])t  a  small  cake  shop  at  this  point,  and  dis- 
played upon  her  sign-board  the  following  quaint  legend: 

"Out  of  this  rock,  runs  water  clear, 
'Tis  soon  changed  into  good  beer, 
Stop,  traveler,  stop,  if  you  see  fit. 
And  (|aench  your  thirst  for  a  tlpi)ennybit." 

About  a  uiile  dowji  the  western  slo])e  of  Laurel  llill  we  c()me  to 
the  famous  watei'ing  trough.  Here  William  Downard  lived  for  numy 
yeai's  in  a  stone  house  built  against  I  be  hillside.  He  did  not  keep  a 
tavern,  for  he  had  lu)  ground  for  teams  to  stand  u])on,  and  no  stabling 
that  was  accessible,  but  he  always  maintained  the  l>ig  water-trough 
in  good  condition  j^y/v^  bono  pii/j/ico.i\u(\  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
for  big  teams  to  make  lhe  ascent  of  liaurel  Hill,  in  hot  weather  willi- 
out  water.  Dowmii'd  was  eccentric  and  cross,  and  iiegrudged  theu.sc 
of  his  walei"  to  persons  he  did  not  like,  although  the  sup]ily  was  in- 
exhaustible. He  was  born  near  Cniontown  of  lOnglish  ])arentage,  a 
J'V'dt'ralist  in   ]»olilics.  and   a  skeptic    in    religion.     He  was   endowe(l 
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witli  strtiiiij  stiiM'.  ami  ciniM  ari^iii'  with   (•oll^i^ll•^Jil•l^.'  lorci-.      II«    has 
Ikhmi  «h'a<l  many  yrars. 

A  lit (h- (iviT  a  mih'  hi-hiu  thf  hiti  waltr  trmiLrh  llic  i-diiianlif 
spot  know  11  as  I  lie  ■ 'rnrkcy's  Ni-st  '"  is  rfaclir(l.  'I'hc  i"oa<l  ci'ossi's  a 
small  stream  lure,  which,  owiiii:;  to  iIm-  |ic(iiliar  loimat ion  of  tin- 
<;roinitl.  ri'(|iiirc(l  tlu'  t-ivclion  of  a  hrid^*-.  ^ii]i|>orlfil  on  the  south  >ith' 
liy  an  imnu-nst-  stonr  wall.  This  is  om-  ol  the  larjxrst  stono  slnu-lnivs 
on  till'  road,  ami  is  in  a  <;oo<|  stati'  of  |ir«'si'rvation.  It  is  a  tine  s|K'cim('n 
of  w'oi'l<maii^hi|i.  and  a  i!:rand  monument  l<>  tin-  skill  of  the  ohl  time 
siom-masiuis.  This  locality  has  always  hci-n  invcstc(l  with  much  in- 
tcr.cst.  and  admii'cil  li\-  the  loviTs  of  |»icturi'S(|nc  hcautw  I'ntil  iv- 
cfutlv  it  woii'  il--  |irimit ivc  colofinijs.  Now  it  ischjini;c'd.  Its  |ii'im- 
ilivc  a]i|K'aranci'  has  disa|t|i(.'aivd  hcfoic  the  advancinti;  lorcos  of 
|iroL;i'css  and  im|Uovcmcnt .  The  native  trees  havi-  ln-en  cut  down 
and  a  little  handet  oecujiies  their  |ilaees  with  attendant  stahles.  erihs. 
coops  and  olhei-  otit-houses.  The  old  massive  curved  stone  wall  re- 
mains, hut  all  ahout  it  so  (diani;eil  in  ap|ieai"ance  that  tlu-  spot  is 
scarcely  i'ecoi;ni/.ed  as  thi'  ■Turkeys  X«'st."  it  is  thejiopular  Ik'- 
lief  that  this  locality  derivecl  its  name  iVom  the  discovery  here  (»t  a 
wild  turkey's  nest,  hy  workmen  ensjiiagod  <ni  t he  oriijinal  construction 
of  the  road. 

An  old  loui:;  loii;  hou.se.  near  the  foot  ot"  the  hill,  was  calK'<|  the 
••(roat  Pen.  and  why  is  not  accni"it(dy  known,  hut  this  name  it  horc 
Irom  one  end  ot    the  road  to  the  nilicr. 

We  now  reach  the  ancient  and  ceK'lirate<l  villaifo  of  Monroe,  a 
name  it  took  in  honor  of  the  Tresideiit  lieivinhefoi-e  mentioned. 
A])]troa(die(|  from  the  east,  the  tii'st  old  tavern  ami  the  first  house  in 
the  jdace  is  I  he  •  I  )elord  House."  ill  the  oldcii  lime  and  hy  old  ])i'o]ile 
called  the  l.Jenei-al  Wayne  Jlouse.  Jt  appears  that  at  an  early  day 
General  Wayne  had  occasion  to  ]>ass  this  way.  and  tai'i'icfl  over  iiii^ht 
with  .lohn  Defoi'il.  wIhj  kejit  tavei'ii  in  a  small  loi;  house  a  short 
distance  in  the  r(  ai' ot'  the  ])rescnt  huildiiii:".  hcfordat  this  tinu' was 
contemplat  iiiii'  the  erection  of  a  new  and  niDi'e  imjxisinL:;  c(iiti(e.  and 
applied  to  his  (listin,miislied  yuest  for  a  jilan.  It  was  furnished,  and 
the  )»resent  stone  structure  is  the  outcome  (d"  it.  which  shows  jdainly 
enoui^h  that  (Jeiieral  Wa\ne  was  a  mu(  h  hit  Icr  soldier  I  han  andiitect. 
Defonl  kept  tavern  here  for  a  lon^'  time,  and  was  succeedeil  first  hy 
Ileiiiy  h'isher  and  next  hy  Matthias  Vvy.  Samuid  Maiiie  is  now 
flic  ownei'  of  I  he  pro]»erfy.  and  its  career  as  a  tavern  is  ended. 

\  frame  Imnsc  a  short  di>lancc  helow  aii<l  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street  from  the  Defonl  House  was  once  kept  hy  .lame-  hciinison. 
who  had  a  considerahle  trade.  It  was  afterward  kept  hy  Matthias 
I'ry.  liut  husincss  then  had  Lcreally  decreased.  h'ry.  in  his  ]>rime. 
was  one  of  the  hc-i  men  on  the  road,  and  a  i:rcat  lavorile  amon^  the 
wa<j;oners.  lie  lunl  heeii  a  wai;(nicr  himself  for  many  years,  and  was 
at  one  time  i:;eneral  ai:;enl  for  a  i  i-aiisportatiou  line  from  I>altimoi'e  li) 
Wiieclini;,  which  made  him  ihc  dishurscr  of  larsic  sums  of  money, 
and  he  di^idiarLTcd  his  ollice  w  ith  scrn]iulous  tidelily.     lie  was  a  large, 
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fine  looking  man,  slontly  built,  and  possessing  great  pliy.sical  ]>()\ver. 
Although  amiable  and  good  natured,  he  wa.s  occasionally  drawn  into  a 
tight,  and  on  one  occasion,  at  Petei-sburg,  in  Somei'set  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, whipped  three  reputed  bullies,  one  after  another,  who  entered 
his  house  when  he  lived  there,  and  proposed  to  ■■  clean  him  out,"  as 
evidence  of  their  prowess.  He  died  a  few  years  ago  in  Monroe,  Avhere 
his  widow  is  still  living.* 

The  next  ol<l  tavern  in  Monroe  is  the  stone  house  built  by  Andi'ew 
McMasters,  and  subsequently  owned  and  kept  for  many  years  by  Ger- 
man D.  Hair.  He  was  the  only  man  that  ever  kept  this  house,  ami 
he  died  in  it  a  few  years  ago,  aged  about  eighty  years.  He  was  a 
native  of  Chester  county.  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  the  vicinit}'  of 
Uniontown  about  the  time  the  road  was  made.  He  was  a  stone- 
mason bv  trade,  and  worked  on  manv  of  the  bridges  of  the  road, 
including  the  eastern  and  western  bridges  at  Uniontown. 

Xext  we  come  to  the  ••  Shipley  House."  Like  all  the  tavern  houses 
in  Monroe,  and  nearly  all  the  private  houses,  this  is  a  stone  building, 
and  is  two  stories  high.  It  was  erected  by  E.  W.  Clement,  and  good 
workmanship  displayed  in  its  construction.  It  was  kept  awhile  by 
Clement. and  after  him  at  difterent  times  by  John  Wallace,  Archibald 
Skiles,  Samuel  Shipley.  Bedding  Bunting,  and  Lindsej'  Messmore. 

Xext  is  the  ■•  Slonroe  House,"  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  place.  It 
was  built  Ity  Andrew  McMasters.  and  subserpiently  and  successively 
ke])t  liy  E.W.  Clement,  Thonuis  Acklin.  James  Shafer,  A.  Skiles,  John 
Worthington,  M.  Frj",  and  Calvin  Springer.  This  was  a  popular 
house  in  the  golden  era  of  the  road,  and  did  an  extensive  business. 
Monroe  Avas  a  thriving  village  when  the  pike  flourished,  and  the 
center  of  fun  and  frolic.  It  began  to  decline  when  the  trade  lelt  the 
road,  but  is  now  reviving  and  wearing  an  air  of  prospei'ity  by  reason 
of  the  coal  developments  in  the  vicinity. 

On  the  hill  above  Monroe  stands  an  old  two-story  brick  house. 
fast  sinking  into  decay,  which  was  once  a  well  known  and  po])ular 
tavern  stand.  It  was  owned  and  kept  by  William  Morris.  He  put  u]) 
an  imposing  sign,  insci'ibed  on  the  west  side  with  the  words,  '-Wel- 
come from  the  West,"  and  on  the  east  side  the  words.  ••  Welcome  from 
the  East."'  This  was  no  false  lure,  and  travelers  from  the  east  and 
west  crowded  into  the  old  house  to  enjoy  its  good  cheer.  Alonzo  L. 
Little,  for  many  years  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Genhis  of  Liheriy, 
was  a  son-in-law  of  William  Morris,  and  he  had  a  son  f Luther)  who 
settled  in  Iowa  and  was  elected  State  Treasurer  there. 

Harry  Gilbert  once  kept  a  tavern  in  the  house  where  Charles 
Livingston  now  has  a  grocery,  at  the  east  end  of  Uniontown.  and  in 
later  years  it  was  kept  by  M.  Fry  and  J.  Allen  Messmore. 

Many  3'ears  ago  the  Widow  Sands  kei)t  tavern  in  the  tVame 
house  at  the  point  where  the  ( 'oniii'llsvilK'  and  Cool  Spring  l-'iii'uace 
I'oads  lead  off  tVom  ibe  |iike. 

'■■■  Now  dead. 
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<  >hl  '/'iiiiiiiK  null  Toil  I'll  KiiiH'ra  runliinii  il  —  I  iiiundnrn  ■—  I'lu  '/nll'ii  <ik  it  Ali- 
jHdri'il  Id  (iiii.  Doiti/lftss  ill  17S-I  lis  Siiliscifiii'iil  (ironili  onil  Inijinnrnirtil  — 
Till'  First  Tureni —  Ollirr  Emlii  Titnriis  —  .1//  Olil  f'lilct'  Justice  itml  (in  Olil 
IjIIiiiIIiiiIi/  irrniiijli'  iiiTr  n  Ixnnslril  I'll)  .{liiriliiff  iif  (iiori/r  Mniiiiin mill  iiiiil 
I'll  siili  III  ,.]flj'irsiiu —  Till     Siniii,'!  Ill'  MrClillniiil.   Tin     Stiilnn.   Till     Siiliniiiil, 

Till-  Clliiliiii,  The  Moral, .  Tin   Muliaiin/. 


Al  tlu' east  011(1  ot  I'liinnlow  n  \\\v  i-oikI  (Tossfs  KN-ilstoiic  civck. 
over  a  massive  and  extensive  sIhmc  liriil<fe.  one  of  llie  Itcst  ami  must 
i'.\"|iensive  sam|>K's  uf  masonry  on  tin-  wiioli'  line,  luiilt  liv  Kinkead. 
Px'cU  and  I'Aans  in  1S]S.  Cu'W.  l'l|iliraini  1  »ou<;lass.  I  lie  lii>t  |irollion- 
otary  ol  l*'^i\t'tte  eounty.  IV-nnsyivania.  in  a  lellci'  to  (ii-n.. lames 
Irvine,  in  1 7S4,  deseril)es  T'niontown  in  tlie  lo||o\vini(  viijorons  and 
li'rapliie  style : 

■  M If  Di'iir  (ii'iicniJ — It'  my  jiromise  were  not  en<i'aiivd  to  write 
to  you.  my  inelinations  ai'i-  sutliciently  so  to  emiu'aee  with  aiaei'it\- 
an\'  o]i]ioi'l  unit  \'  ot  i'X])ressinu'  tlii'  L^ratitude  so  juslh'  due  to  \oiir 
valualiii'  Iriendslii)).  of  deeiarinii'  t  lie  l'rit.'ndslii]t  of  mine.  This  Tnion- 
town  is  tiie  most  ()i)scure  s])ot  on  the  face  of  the  i;lohe.  1  have  heen  lu-re 
sevt-n  or  eii^ht  weeks,  without  one  o]i|)ortunity  of  writini;'  to  the  laml 
of  the  livini>;.  and  th()U<>;h  eonsideral>ly  south  of  you.  so  eohl  iii;it  a 
jierson  not  knowing;  the  latitude,  would  eomlnde  we  wen'  placed  near 
one  of  1  he  ])oles.  Pray  have  you  had  a  severe  wintei-  helow?  Wi- 
have  hei'U  frozen  u])  here  ior  more  than  a  month  jiast.  hut  a  ijreat 
iiian\'  of  us  havinii"  hi'i'ii  \t\-vi\  in  another  State,  the  eatiui;'  of  honnny 
is  as  natural  to  us  as  the  drinking  of  w  hisky  in  the  morniiii.^.  The 
town  and  its  aii|>urteminees  eonsist  of  our  president  and  a  lovidy 
litlle  family,  a  <'ourt  house  antl  s(diool  house  in  one.  a  mill  and  eon- 
sei|iiciil  1\-  a  iiiiljer.  I'oiir  taverns,  three  Miiilh  >liiipN.  live  retail  >li<ips. 
two  tan  yards,  one  ol  lliem  only  oceupii'd.  oni'  saddler's  shop,  two 
hatter  s  sho])s.  one  mason,  oui'  eake  woman  (we  had  two.  Imt  one  of 
them  having"  eommitled  a  petit  lai'ieny  is  n|)ou  hani^hnieiit  i.  t  wo 
w  idows  and  some  repiile(l  nniids.  to  whi(di  may  he  added  a  distillery. 
The  U|ipi'r  part  of  this  eclitie*-  is  the  hahitation  at  will  of  your  hnm- 
hle  servant,  who.  heside  the  smoki'  of  his  own  (dnuiney.  \vlii(di  is  in- 
tolerahli'  enon<r]i.  is  funiiirated  h\'  that  of  two  stills  lulow.  exclusive 
of  the  other  effluvia  that  arises  IVom  the  dii't\-  vessids  in  whit  h  they 
prepar<'   the    nni1ei"ials    for  the  stills.      The  up]ier  floor  ot'  m\-  pai"lor. 


GEN.   EPHRAIM   DOUGLASS. 


THE    OLD    PIKE.  235 

which  is  uLso  my  ehamber  tiiul  office,  is  hiid  Avith  loose  chijj-boards, 
or  puncheons,  and  the  gable  ends  entirely  o]ien  ;  and  j^et  this  is  the  best 
place  in  mj  power  to  procure,  till  the  Aveather  will  permit  me  to 
Iniild.  and  even  this  I  am  subject  to  be  turned  out  of  the  moment  tlie 
owner,  who  is  at  Iventuck,  and  hourly  expected,  returns.  I  can  say 
little  of  the  countrj'in  general,  but  that  it  is  very  poor  in  everything 
but  its  soil,  which  is  excellent,  and  that  part  contiguous  to  the  town 
is  really  beautiful,  being  level  and  prettily  situate,  accommodated  with 
good  water,  and  excellent  meadow  gi'ound.  ]^ut  monc}'  we  have  not, 
nor  any  practicable  way  of  making  it.  IIow  taxes  are  collected,  debts 
]»aid.  or  fees  discharged,  I  know  not;  and  yet  the  good  ])eople  appear 
willing  enough  to  run  in  debt  and  go  to  law.  I  shall  be  able  to  give 
you  a  l)etter  account  of  this  hereafter.  Col.  McClean  I'cceived  me 
with  a  degree  of  generous  friendship,  that  does  honor  to  the  goodness 
of  his  heart,  and  continues  to  show  every  mark  of  satisfaction  at  my 
a])])()intment.  He  is  determined  to  act  under  the  commission  sent 
him  by  council,  and  though  the  fees  woidd,  had  he  declined  it,  have 
been  a  considerable  addition  to  my  profits.  I  cannot  say  that  I  regret 
his  keeping  them.  He  has  a  numerous  small  family,  and  though  of 
an  ample  fortune  in  lands,  has  no  cash  at  command.  The  general 
curse  of  the  country,  disunion,  rages  in  this  little  mud  hole  with  as 
much  fu]"v.  as  if  they  had  each  pursuits  of  the  utmost  importance, 
and  the  most  op]>osed  to  each  other,  when  in  truth,  they  have  no  pur- 
suits at  all  that  tleserve  the  name,  except  that  of  obtaining  food  and 
whisky,  for  raiment  they  scarcely  use  any.  The  commissioners  — 
ti'ustees,  I  should  say  —  having  fixed  on  a  spot  in  one  end  of  the  town 
for  the  ])ublic  buildings,  which  was  by  fiir  the  most  proper,  in  every 
]K)int  of  view,  exclusive  of  the  saving  of  expense,  the  other  end  took 
the  alarm  and  charged  them  with  ])artialit_y,  and  have  been  ever  since 
uttering  their  complaints.  And  at  the  late  election  for  justices,  two 
having  l)een  carried  in  this  end  of  the  town,  and  none  in  the  other, 
has  nuule  them  quite  outrageous.  This  trash  is  not  worth  troubling 
you  with,  thei-efore  I  beg  your  pardon,  and  am  wilh  unfeigned  es- 
teem, dear  general,  3'our  very  humble  servant. 

•EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS." 


That  was  a  long  time  ago,  and  a  great  change  has  come  over  the 
face  of  things.  Gen.  Douglass  lived  to  sec  Uniontown  arise  from 
the  mud  hole  and  become  a  flourishing  county  seat.  His  mortal  re- 
mains lie  buried  within  the  sound  of  the  court  house  bell,  and  could 
he  come  forth  now.  and  see  Unionto\vn,  he  would  be  startled.  In- 
stead of  a  mud  hole,  he  would  see  finely  paved  streets,  studded  Avith 
handsome  buildings,  lighted  by  electricity,  enliveiu'd  by  electric  cars, 
telegrajths.  telepliones  and  i-ailroads,  and  where  (he  old  disl  illeries 
stood,  beautiful  and  staunch  church  edifices  Avith  spires  poiniing  to 
the  skies,  and  in  fad  he  would  Iiehold  all  the  evidences  of  a  flour- 
ishing city,  inhabited  by  active,  intelligent  and  Christian  ])eo])le. 


2o6  TIIK    OI.D    I'IKE. 

TIk'  first  tavern  in  Uniontown  was  kept  l.y  Jolm  Collins  in  ITSl, 
It  was  a  loo-  house  on  \ho  north  side  of  tin-  main  stiH-et.  the  site  of 
\vlii(.-h  is  now  eovered  hy  ••  ('oinini'rrial  liow."  'I'his  old  house  re- 
mained standing  until  18H0,  when  it  was  torn  do\\  n  \>y  its  owni'i-  ot 
that  dale.  Isaac  Beeson.  who  ei'eeted  the  huildings  tliereafti-r  know  n 
as  ••  Coinniercial  TJow."  John  Collins  ke])t  this  old  tavern  down  to 
tlie  yeai- 1700.  It  was  subse(|uenlly  ke])t  at  diifei-ent  times  hy  Sanuud 
Salter,  Cuthbert  Wiggins,  William  Salter,  John  Hogc  and  Andi^'w 
Byers.  William  Salter  was  an  old  sheritf.  Byers  went  iVom  this 
house  to  the  old  Walker  House,  now  the  •■  Cent  ral."  and  afterward 
to  the  •■Clinton  House."' 

Jonatliau  Ivowland.  Daniel  Cnl|»  and  Mattliew  Cam])liell  ea(di 
ke])t  a  tavern  in  Uniontown  as  early  as  1788.  ^Fhe  location  of  JJow- 
land's  tavern  is  not  accurately  known.  l)ut  the  hes(  evidence  availahle, 
points  to  tlic  lot  now  owned  hy  Daniel  Downer,  esq.,  and  occu])ied  l)V 
law  offices,  near  the  court  house,  as  tlu'  site.  Jonathan  Bowlandsuh- 
seqnently  became  a  justice  of  tlie  peace,  and  a  leader  in  ])ublic  affairs. 
Culp's  old  tavern  was  a  log  house  on  the  lot  now  owned  and  occu]tie(l 
by  Justice  Willson,  corner  of  Main  street  and  Gallatin  avenue.  Mat- 
thew Oampbeirs  old  tavern,  stood  on  the  wesli'i-n  side  of  the  lot  now 
eovered  by  the  Moran  House,  formerly  and  for  many  years  known 
as  the  "Fulton."" 

Colin  Campbell  as  early  as  1785  kepi  a  tavern  in  a  house  that 
stood  on  the  lot  now  covered  l)y  the  Bryan  building,  on  Main  street, 
near  the  center  of  the  town.  This  old  tavern  was  subsequently 
owned  and  ])resided  over  by  Samuel  Salter,  father  of  William  Sailer, 
the  old  sheritf. 

Margaret  Allen  kept  a  tavern  in  the  east  end  of  town,  a  little 
above  and  op])osite  the  Madison  College  buildings,  in  the  year  1788, 
and  for  some  time  thereatler.  She  died  in  1810,  at  the  age  of  ninet}'- 
one  years. 

Dr.  Ivobert  McClure  opened  a  tavern  in  December,  1702,  a  shoi-t 
distance  west  of  the  court  house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  and 
ke])t  it  down  to  the  year  1813.  It  does  not  ap])ear  that  tiny  other 
person  ke])t  this  house.  It  was  in  close  ])ro.\imily  lo  the  ••Jolly 
Irishman,'"  hereafter  mentioned. 

Thomas  Collins,  son  of  John  Collins,  before  mt'nlioned,  kejtl  a 
tavern  as  early  as  1704  in  an  old  house  on  the  lot,  corner  of  Moi-gan- 
lown  and  Main  streets,  now  oceupied  by  the  Tremont  buildings. 
Thomas  (*ollins  was  sheriff  of  Fayette  county  from  170G  to  1700, and 
commanded  a  company  of  soldiers  from  Uniontown  and  vicinity  in 
the  Avar  of  1812,  locally  called  the  "Madison  Rowdies.""  A  numl)er 
ot'  his  descendants  are  still  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  Uniontown. 

Pi'evious  to  the  o])eiiing  of  the  ]iresent  century  the  velei-an  of 
J..aurel  Hill,  John  Slack,  before  mentioned,  ke])l  a  tavern  in  the  old 
Shelcut  house,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  street,  o])])osite  the  old 
Grregg  house,  and  afterwai'd  kept  the  "Spread  Eagle,"  the  exact  loca- 
tion of  whieh  is  involved  in  doubt,  but  the  best  information  available 
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assigns  it  to  the  Weiiiger  corner,  opposite  the  old  Walker  house,  here- 
inafter mentioned. 

William  Downard.  subsequently  proprietor  of  the  big  water- 
trough  house  on  Laurel  Hill,  kept  tavern  in  the  Shelcut  hovise  from 
1801  until  probably  1808,  when  he  retired  to  the  pine  covered  slope 
of  Laurel  Hill,  where  he  spent  the  i-emainder  of  his  life.  He  served 
as  County  Commissioner  from  1802  to  1805. 

The  G-regg  house,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  Main  street,  on  the 
lot  now  covered  by  the  residence  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Ewing,  was  in  exist- 
ence as  a  tavern  as  early  as  1798,  and  continued  as  late  as  1865.  It 
was  a  small  house  of  brick  and  frame  united,  but  had  a  large  ])atron- 
age.  In  earl}*  times  traveler.s  and  other  guests  at  taverns  did  not 
desire  or  expect  separate  rooms,  and  hence  a  small  tavern  like  the 
Gregg  house  could  accommodate  as  man}"  persons  as  the  more  pre- 
tentious hotel  of  the  present  day;  and  at  wagon  stands  the  l)ar  room, 
as  before  stated,  was  the  only  bed  chamber  for  wagoners.  James 
Gregg  was  the  first  proprietor  of  the  Gregg  house,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  widow,  Nancy  Gregg,  in  1810.  After  her  time  it  was  kept  in 
turn  by  William  Medkirk,  Matthew  Allen,  Simeon  Houser,  Amos 
Howell,  Philip  D.  Stentz,  and  Thomas  Moxley.  'James  Gregg,  the 
old  proprietor  of  this  house,  Avas  the  father-in-law  of  the  late  Hon. 
Daniel  Sturgeon,  who  was  a  United  States  Senator  in  the  daj's  of 
Claj",  Webster  and  Calhoun. 

In  1779,  and  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter,  Pierson  Sayers 
kept  a  tavern  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Ruby,  on  the  north 
side  of  Main  street,  a  short  distance  west  of  the  court  house.  While 
keeping  this  house  Sayers  was  elected  Sheriif,  and  turned  over  his 
tavern  to  Jacob  Ilarliaugh,  who  conducted  it  for  three  years,  when, 
singularly  enough,  he  was  elected  to  succeed  Sayers  as  Sheriif.  Ellis 
Baily,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ruby,  bought  this  property  from 
Pierson  Sayers,  and  subsequently,  and  for  many  years,  it  was  the 
private  residence  of  the  late  Hon.  John  Dawson. 

James  Piper  kept  the  "Jolly  Irishman"  as  early  as  1801.  This 
bustling  old  tavern  was  located  on  Main  street,  opposite  the  residence 
of  the  late  Hon.  Daniel  Kaine.  James  Pi]ier.  a  son  of  the  old  pro- 
prietor, was  a  j)rominent  and  influential  citizen  of  the  town  and 
county  for  many  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  bar,  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  Register  of  Wills,  and  Recorder  of  Deeds.  He  left  L^nion- 
town  about  1850,  went  west,  and  died  soon  after. 

William  Meri'iman  ke])t  a  tavern  near  Margaret  Allen's  old 
stand  as  early  as  1802.  But  little  is  known  at  this  date  of  Merriman 
or  bis  old  tavern.     Its  existence  was  brief  and  its  ])atronage  limited. 

.Vt  and  before  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  Samuel  Salter 
ki'pt  a  tavern  in  an  old  log  and  frame  house  that  stood  on  the  lot  now 
f)cciipied  by  the  handsome  residence  of  the  Hon.  John  K.  Ewing. 
Chief  .lustice  Thomas  MeKean  ••])ut  up  "  at  this  old  tavern  on  his 
visits  to  Uniontown  to  hold  the  coui-ts  of  Fayette  county,  and  was 
fre(|uently  regaled  with  roast  pig.     The  pig  was  well  prepared, cooked 
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and  dressed,  and  in  all  res})ect8  savory.  Imt  its  t"iv(|Uriii  a|i]K'aranco 
on  the  tal>le  moved  the  ohl  Cliief  Jnstice  to  hi'lii've  that  lie  was  i;-et- 
ting  "too  iniieh  of  a  good  thing,"  antl  aeeordingly  one  (hiy.  in  per- 
emptory terms,  he  eommanded  the  dining  room  girl  to  rnuove  the 
offensive  dish,  whieh  she  <lid  Avitli  tremhling  liantls.  This  of  e(jurse 
raised  a  storm  in  the  old  hostelry.  Mrs.  Salter  heeame  indignant, 
and,  bringing  haek  the  ])ig,  replaeed  it  on  the  taMe,  at  the  sanii-  time 
addressing  the  Judge  thus:  "You  are  Chief  Justice  and  run  the 
court;  lam  chief  cook  and  run  this  dining  room.  That  ])ig  must 
stay."  and  it  did.  Upon  the  withdi-awal  of  Salter,  in  the  year  1811, 
this  old  tavern  came  under  the  numagement  and  control  of  Jacob 
Ifarbaugh,  the  old  Sheriff  before  mentioned.  After  Ilarbaughs  time 
it  Avas  kept  by  George  Ewing  down  to  a  period  as  late  ])r()l)ably  as 
1880.  Hugh  Espey,  a  Avell  remembered  old  County  Treasurer,  and 
straightgoing  Presbyterian  elder,  married  a  daughter  of  George 
Ewing. 

Opposite  the  old  Gregg  house,  and  adjoining  the  Shelcut  house, 
George  Man3'penny  kept  a  tavern  as  early  as  the  year  1814,  and 
probably  before  that  date.  This  was  a  leading  tavern  of  the  town, 
subsequently  conducted  by  Benjamin  Milk'i".  and  after  liini  by  Ilarrv 
Gill)ei"t.  One  of  the  old  stage  lines  stopped  at  this  house.  George 
Manypenn}-,  the  old  proprietor,  was  the  father  of  the  late  Hon. 
George  W.  Manypenny,  who  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  and 
popular  political  leader  and  ofRceholdei"  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  He 
was  l>orn  in  Uniontown,  and  most  likely  in  his  father's  old  tavern. 
George  Manyjjenny,  sr.,  is  described  by  those  who  remember  him  as 
a  vigorous,  pushing  and  witt}'  Irishman.  He  called  once  to  see  Pres- 
ident Jefferson,  and  was  invited  by  His  Excellency  to  take  a  glass  of 
wine  with  him,  which  he  did  without  hesitancy,  and  to  obtain  a  second 
glass,  this  story  is  told  of  him:  As  he  was  about  to  withdraw  from 
the  e.vectitive  mansion  he  remarked  to  Mr.  Jefferson  that  he  was  going 
liome,  and  would  tell  his  friends  that  he  had  the  honor  of  taking  two 
glasses  with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  ho])ed  His  Excel- 
lency would  not  let  him  go  home  with  a  lie  in  his  mouth.  As  the 
story  goes,  the  old  President  saw  the  point  of  the  ingenious  sugges- 
tion, and  again  brought  forward  the  wine. 

The  Walker  house,  corner  of  Broadway  and  Main  streets,  was 
ke])t  as  a  tavern  as  early  as  1816  by  Zadoc  Walker,  who  owned  the 
l)ro])erty\  General  LaFayette  Avas  entertained  at  this  house  in  1S25. 
and  Santa  Anna,  the  renowned  Mexican  wari-ior,  sto|)i)ed  over  night 
in  it  on  his  way  to  Washington  City,  about  sixty  years  ago.  This 
house  has  been  kept  at  different  times  since  by  Andi'ew  Byers,  Wil- 
liam Byers,  Redding  Bunting,  and  others.  When  Hunting  kv\)\  it.  it 
was  called  the  ^'United  Slates."  Tt  has  I'eceutly  been  enlarged  and 
improved,  and  its  name  changed  to  the  "  Centiiil."  Its  first  host 
under  the  new  name  was  James  I.  Feather,  w^ho  subsequently  became 
as.sociated  with  William  A.  McHugh.  Its  present  lessees  and  mana- 
gers are  Messrs.  Fi-ock   and   ]\Iitch(.'ll.      The  S])ottsylvania   house,  for 
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mam'  years  ooiulucted  prosperously  by  John  Mauaway.  and  after- 
ward, until  it  closed,  by  Lloyd  Mahaney,  adjoined  the  Walker  house 
on  the  west,  and  nsed  a  number  of  rooms  belonging  to  that  old 
hostelry. 

The  McCleary  house  i-anked  high  as  an  old-time  inn  or  tavern. 
It  is  situate  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Arch  streets,  a  substantial 
brick  building,  recently  enlarged,  embellished  and  improved,  and  at 
present  catering  to  the  public  under  the  historic  name  of  -^Bruns- 
wick," and  conducted  by  Eussell  W.  Beall,  a  gentleman  admirably 
equipped  for  the  business.  Ewing  McClear}'  owned  and  kept  this  old 
tavern  as  early  as  the  3'ear  1819,  and  many  years  thereafter.  Upon 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  this  house,  it  was  continued  as  a  tavern 
under  the  management  of  his  widow,  until  she  became  the  wife  of 
William  Hart,  when  he  took  charge  of  it  and  kept  it  down  to  the 
year  1840,  or  thereabout,  when  he  fell  into  disgrace  and  retired  under 
a  storm  of  popular  reprobation.  This  house  was  a  favorite  stopping- 
place  of  General  Jackson.  On  an  occasion  a  committee  of  citizens 
met  Jackson  on  the  road  near  town  and  tendered  him  the  freedom  of 
the  municipality.  Among  other  things  made  known  to  him  by  the 
committee,  he  was  informed  that  quarters  had  been  provided  for  his 
accommodation  at  the  Walker  House.  He  replied  that  he  '-always 
stopped  at  Hart's.''  '-But,"  rejoined  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 
•-Hart  is  a  Whig,  and  his  tavern  a  Whig  house."  The  old  warrior 
answered  back  by  saying  that  "Hart  always  treated  him  well,  and  he 
Avould  go  to  his  house,"  and  to  Hart's  he  went,  reluctantl}'  escorted 
by  the  Democratic  committee.  After  Hart's  precijntate  withdrawal 
from  this  old  house,  it  was  leased  by  S.  B.  Hays,  subsequently  of  the 
Mansion  and  other  old  taverns  in  AVashington,  Pennsylvania.  Hays 
conducted  it  for  a  l»rief  period  when  it  went  into  the  possession  of 
Joshua  Marsh,  who  ]-emained  in  charge  not  longer  than  a  year  or  two, 
and  left  it  to  take  charge  of  the  National  House.  Its  next  occupant 
was  the  veteran  Iledding  Bunting.  After  Bunting  came  Aaron  Stone, 
then  William  Beatty,and  after  him  William  Grans.  After  Gans,  Peter 
T^riah  Hook  was  installed  as  landlord,  who  named  the  house  "The 
Eagle.  "  and  remained  in  charge  a  number  of  years.  Hook  was  an 
eccentric  man.  given  to  redundancy  of  syjcech,  a  merchant,  auctioneer, 
and  for  two  years  a  member  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  State  legis- 
lature. He  died  in  Vniontown.  a  number  of  years  ago.  l)ut  will  not 
soon  lie  forgotton.  Aaron  Wyatt  succeeded  Hook,  and  kei)t  the 
house  until  his  death.  His  a\  idow  and  son  James  succeeded  to  the 
numagement,  and  James  dying  in  the  house,  it  passed  to  the  hands 
of  his  widow.  ^Ii-s.  ICate  Wyatt.  and  from  her  to  Russell  W.  Beall. 
the  present  occu])ant. 

The  before-mentioned  old  tav^-rns  were  of  the  town,  rather  than 
of  the  road.  Most  of  them  were  in  existence  and  doing  business  be- 
fore the  road  was  made.  The  remaining  old  taverns  of  Uuiontown. 
hereafter  mentioned,  were  essentially  taverns  of  the  Xational  Uoad, 
and  derived  their  principal  patronage  from  it. 


I'M)  TIIK    nl.D    I'IKK. 

Tlir  Su  an.  N  nil  Kill  id  Hrowntii'M  pi-oiirirlor.  i>  an  <>lil.  hmu' tVaiiir 
huildiiiii;,  at  the  west  eiul  of  town,  su)ii)leineutetl  isoiiie  years  alU'r  it 
coiniiu'iiced  Imsiuess.  by  a  liriek  addition  to  tlie  eastern  end.  Thomas 
Brow  ntield.  fatlier  of  Nathaniel,  the  i)resent  ])ro])rietor.  and  grand- 
father on  the  niatt'rnal  side,  of  the  author  of  this  volume,  kept  thisohl 
tavern  as  early  as  1805,  and  down  to  the  year  1821*.  AVlien  tlie 
National  l^oad  was  o])ened  for  husiness,  this  hou.se  Ijeeame  a  wa<i;(;n 
stand,  and  continued  such  until  the  last  crack  of  a  Battelly  White 
whiji  was  lieard  on  the  road.  Tt  was  provided  with  two  commodious 
wagon  yards,  one  at  the  front,  on  the  i-oadside  o])])osi1e  the  house, 
and  the  other  between  the  house  and  tlie  large  stahle  in  the  rear. 
With  the  exception  of  one  year  that  this  old  tavern  Avas  kept  by 
William  Cox,  Nathaniel  Brownfield,  who  was  born  undei-  its  roof,  has 
ke])t  it.  uninterruptedly,  from  the  date  of  his  father's  death,  and 
'•holds  the  fort'  to  this  day.  •■with  none  to  molest  or  make  him 
afraid."  Upwards  of  eighty,  and  in  vigorous  health,  he  has  witnessed 
and  participated  in  the  exciting  scenes  of  the  road  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  thereof.  At  an  early  period  he  became  the  owner  of 
a  farm  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres  adjacent  to  town,  which  he 
managed  advantageously  in  connection  with  his  tavern,  and  within 
the  past  year  sold  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  five  dollars  pei- 
acre,  retaining  his  old  tavern  stand,  to  which  he  is  attached  by  so 
many  memories.  His  wife  and  good  helpmate  survives  with  him. 
and  together  they  occupy  the  old  tavern  and  recounl  witli  varied 
emotions  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  eventful  past. 

The  McClelland  House,  as  has  been  elsewhere  stated,  is  one  of 
the  best  known  old  taverns  on  the  National  lload.  It  is  located  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Main  street,  and  in  the  western  end  of  town. 
As  early  as  1795,  Richard  AVeaver  keyjt  a  tavern  in  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  the  lot  now  covered  by  the  McClelland  House,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  William  McClelland.  William  McClelland  was  kec])ing  this 
old  tavern  in  1802,  and  owned  the  lot  on  Avhich  it  stood  at  that 
date  in  fee  simple.  After  the  death  of  William  McClelland  his  son. 
Alfred,  came  into  posses.sion,  tore  down  the  old  building,  and  erected 
in  its  stead  the  present  brick  building,  known  always  thereafter  as 
the  McClelland  House.  This  house  wa"s  the  headquarters  of  the  Good 
Intent  line  of  stages,  from  the  time  it  was  put  on  the  road  until  it 
was  withdrawn  at  the  end  of  the  road's  career  as  a  national  highway. 
Alfred  McClelland  ])resided  over  this  house  and  controlled  it  from  the 
date  of  its  erection  until  he  died,  with  the  exception  of  brief  intervals 
mentioned  below.  He  was  a  large,  raw-boned  man.  of  agreeable, 
though  somewhat  awkward  manners,  and  had  complete  knowledge  of 
the  mysterious  art  of  kce]Hng  a  tavern.  He  had  for  his  main  clerk 
and  bar-keeper,  Macon  AV.  Eine,  a  confidential  and  loyal  IViend, 
well  remembered  b}'  the  older  citizens  of  Fniontown,  as  a  thor^ 
oughly  competent  man  for  his  emjdoyment.  Alfred  McClelland 
died  on  the  8th  of  September,  1862.  Iii  the  intervals  before  men- 
tiened.  the  McClelland  House  was   ke])1    foi-  a  short   tinu'  ])revious 
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to  1840  by  8.  B.  Hays,  before  he  took  control  of  the  ohl  MeCleary 
House.  Thereafter,  at  different  times,  the  house  was  Ivept  by  Jerry 
Colflesh,  Lewis  I).  Beall,  William  and  Thomas  Swan,. J. W.  Kissinger. 
Calvin  8])ringer,  AVilliam  Wyatt,  Kiiu  Frey,  Russell  Frey,  Frey  and 
Swan,  Joseph  G.  Stacy  and  Charles  H.  Bush,  in  the  order  named. 
It  is  at  present  conducted,  as  elsewhere  stated,  by  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Mc- 
Clelland, widow  of  the  old  proprietor,  and  retains  all  its  ancient  ])res- 
tige,  under  her  admirable  management. 

The  Seaton  House  was  a  familiar  hostelry  in  the  olden  time.  It 
was  founded  by  James  C.  Seaton  in  the  year  1820,  or  thereabout. 
It  is  located  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Arch  streets,  diay;- 
onally  opposite  the  old  MeCleary  House,  and  is  now  known  as  the 
West  End  Hotel.  Mr.  Seaton,  the  old  proprietor,  came  toUniontown 
from  Virginia,  and  died  in  this  old  house  many  years  ago.  The  house 
was  built  in  sections  at  different  times  until  it  reached  its  present 
large  proportions.  During  its  occupancy  by  Mr.  Seaton  it  was  a 
wagon  stand  of  the  National  fload,  and  extensively  patronized.  It 
was  provided  with  ample  grounds  for  wagons  and  teams  to  stand  on, 
which  are  now  covered  by  the  Lingo  block  and  other  buildings  in  the 
vicinity.  Mr.  Seaton  had  three  sons:  Hiram,  James,  and  John. 
Hiram  was  the  old  toll  collector  before  mentioned,  and  James  was  a 
pike  boy  in  a  general  way.  He  drove  stage  occasionally,  and  also 
the  express;  led  horses  from  station  to  station  on  the  road,  and  made 
himself  useful  in  many  other  Avaj^s.  He  died  at  his  father's  old  tavern 
in  the  meridian  of  the  bright  era  of  the  road,  and  before  he  had 
reached  middle  age.  John  Seaton.  the  other  son,  went  Avest,  and  died 
recently  in  Nebraska.  Daniel  Collier,  before  mentioned  as  keejjcr  of 
the  old  tavern  at  Mount  Augusta,  was  a  son-in-law  of  James  C.  Sea- 
ton ;  and  Charles  H.  Seaton,  the  well  known  insurance  agent  of 
Vniontown,  is  a  gi'cat-grandson  of  the  old  ])roprietor.  and  others  of 
his  descendants  are  still  living  in  Uniontown  and  vicinity.  After 
Mr.  Seaton's  death  this  old  tavern  was  continued  a  number  of  years 
by  his  widow,  and  growing  old  she  leased  it  to  James  Swan,  who  con- 
ducted it  for  a  bi-ief  period,  Mrs.  Seaton  l)oai-ding  Avith  him  in  tlie 
house.  Mr.  Swan  was  succeeded  by  Philip  D.  Stentz,  and  he  in  turn 
by  J.  W.  Kissinger,  Kim  Frey,  David  G.  Sperrj^,  John  Messmore  and 
Henry  Jennings.  The  late  James  T.  Redburn  bought  the  propert}^ 
from  the  Seaton  heirs  and  sold  it  to  John  Messmore,  who  in  tui'U  sold 
it  to  Henry  Jennings.  It  is  now  owned  and  kept  by  George  Titlow. 
under  the  name  of  the  West  End  Hotel,  as  before  stated,  Avell  con- 
ducted and  well  patronized. 

The  old  National  House  is  located  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
Morgantown  and  Fayette  streets.  It  was  Iniilt  for  a  privati'  resi- 
dence l)y  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  Irwin,  and  occu])ied  by  him  as  sucli 
until  lu'  was  apijointed  Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court  foi- 
the  Western  disti'ict  of  Pennsylvania,  when  he  moved  to  Fittsitui'g. 
Judge  Irwin  sold  the  jn'opert}' t<j  the  celebi'ated  Dr.  John  F.  Braddee, 
ot  mail  rolibing  notoriety,  and  he  occupied  it  during  the  period  cov- 
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ert'd  l»y  lii>  (leprcdations  iukdi  llic  mail  l»ags.  Il>  >itiiali()ii  lui-  >ii(li 
operations  was  coiivonioiit.  as  it  adjoiiictl  tlic  old  .Stockton  stage  yard 
hci'i'inbetoiv  described..  After  Braddee"s  conviction  Tj.W.  Slo<'l<ton 
acquired  title  to  the  projtei't y.  and  suliseiniently  sold  aii<l  convexed  it 
to  Joshua  Marsh. -who  opened  it  as  a  taxcrn.  It  was  the  luadciuarters 
of  the  Stockton  line  of  stages  from  the  time  it  was  opened  until  all 
stage  lines  Avere  withdrawn  from  the  I'oad.  James  K.  Polk,  with  his 
tamiiy  and  traveling  com})anions.  stopped  over  night  at  Tiie  National 
when  on  his  way  to  the  ca])ital  to  be  inaugurateil  President .  in  the 
s])ring  of  1845.  A  large  number  of  citizens  assembled  on  the  occa- 
sion to  meet  the  coming  President,  and  Avei'e  addressed  by  him  from 
the  high  steps  in  front  of  the  house.  The  National  was  a  well  ke])t 
house.  Situate  a  distance  from  the  main  street,  it  was  comjiaratively 
exempt  from  the  ordinaiy  street  noises,  and  conducted  in  a  (|uiet 
manner.  disturl)ed  only  by  the  arrival  and  de])arture  of  the  stage 
coaches.  Mr.  Marsh,  its  old  proprietor,  was  a  man  of  retiring  dis])0- 
sition,  gentle  manners,  and  feeble  health.  He  visite(l  Washington 
when  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated  President,  and  was  one  of  the 
unfortunates  who  were  poisoned  on  that  occasion  at  the  National 
Hotel  of  that  place.  He  returned  home,  but  never  fully  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  poison,  and  died  in  Uniontown.  Among 
others  who  kept  the  National  were  George  Evans  and  Col.  Samuel 
Elder.  The  latter  is  still  living,  a  hale  octogenarian,  at  Ligonier 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa. 

The  Clinton  House,  Avhich  stood  on  a  lot  adjoining  the  old  Court 
House,  was  a  popular  house  throughout  its  whole  career.  It  was 
demolished  in  1890  b}'  condemnation  proceedings,  and  the  lot  on 
which  it  stood  taken  by  the  county  for  the  use  of  the  new  Court 
House.  It  was  erected  in  1835  by  the  late  Hon.  Andrew  Stewart, 
who  occupied  it  as  a  private  residence  and  kept  his  law  otHci'  in  it  for 
a  number  of  j^ears.  It  was  tirst  kept  as  a  tavern  by  Andi-ew  Hyers. 
and  after  him,  from  time  to  time,  until  its  demolition,  by  Stcj)lien  W. 
Snyder,  whoso  wife  was  a  Risler.  Zadoc  Cracraft,  Isaac  Ken-.  Jesse 
B.  Gardner,  John  Bierer,  Calvin  Springer.  Spi-inger  i^c  Penshaw, 
Bei'iiard  Winslow,  William  Springer,  Joseph  Wright,  J.  H.  '^Phornton, 
and  James  I.  Eeather.  General  Tayloi'  stop])ed  ovci*  night  at  the 
('linton  House  in  1849.  en  route  to  Washington  to  assume  theotticeof 
Pi-esident  of  the  United  States.  It  was  kept  at  that  time  by  Andrew 
Byers. 

Tin-  Moi'an  House  is  the  old  Fulton  House.  0|)])osite  the  Court 
House,  on  Elbow  or  Main  street.  Like  the  old  Seatoii  IFouse.  the 
Fulton  was  built  in  .sections,  some  of  them  bySeth  Howell  and  others 
by  his  ])redecessors.  Seth  Howell  ke]it  this  house  a  long  time.  He 
was  calle<l  •■  Flinger,"  because  he  had  a  habit  ot  flinging  disoi-- 
derly  ]jersons  out  of  the  house,  as  he  terme<l  the  proet-ss  of  t-jecting. 
Howell  was  succeeded  by  Calvin  Springer,  and  he  l»y  William  Thorn- 
dell,  who  became  the  owner  of  the  property.  David  Mahaney  came 
in  after  Thorndell.  Michael  Carter  after  Mahaney.  and  it  ne.xt  passed 
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to  the  hands  of  James  Moran,  its  present  occupant  and  owner,  who 
gave  it  the  name  of  the  Moran  House.  This  old  tavern  was  alwavs 
well  patronized,  and  continues  to  be  under  its  present  proprietor, 
who  has  added  many  improvements,  and  the  house  is  in  better  shape 
MOW  than  at  any  time  heretofore. 

The  name  Mahaney  has  long  been  identitied  with  the  Xational 
Koad.  The  Mahanej'  House  Avas  built  and  is  conducted  by  Lloyd 
Mahaney,  a  son  of  David,  elsewhere  mentioned.  It  is  the  newest 
hotel  in  Uniontown.  and  the  tinest  in  architectural  display.  It  is  a 
hotel,  having  come  into  existence  after  the  old  inns  and  taverns  had 
been  relegated  to  the  dead  past.  It  is  located  on  a  lot  formerly  owned 
and  occupied  b}^  George  Ebbert,  adjoining  the  present  National  Bank 
of  Fayette  County  on  the  east,  and  is  on  the  south  side  of  ]\Iain 
street.  It  is  well  managed  and  does  a  large  business,  and  is  likewise 
one  of  the  best  of  the  many  recent  improvements  in  Uniontown,  and 
reflects  credit  on  its  proprietor. 
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Ol'l  Tanriis  and  Tavern  Keepers  rontinncd —  Vniiniluii'ii  In  Sruriijlitx — Anecdote 
of  John  Slack —Sktrl-  at  yiijlit  and  Tlc/Iit  in  tlie  Mornlny — Old  lloada  — 
Farting  Tribute  to  the  Old  Tarcrns  of  tlte  Mountains  —  Henri/  Clay  Krtoix  the 
Virtue  of  Buckwheat  Cakex  —  Bosx  Rash  anil  ///>•  I'ohrr  —  Moxleijx. —  The 
Old  Hunter  House  —  Seariglitx — The  Grays  and  tlie  Gray  Meeting  —  Jackson 
Men  and  Adnms  Men  Meet  an<l  Count  Noses — Old  Political  Leaders  —  Bar- 
nacles of  tlie  Road. 

The  tavern  keepers  on  the  ''old  road,"  as  it  is  called,  were  as 
earnestly  opposed  to  the  building  of  the  National  Uoad,  as  those  on 
the  latter  Avere  to  the  building  of  the  railroad,  and  for  like  reasons. 
The  following  anecdote  serves  as  an  illustration  :  John  Slack  kept  a 
tavern  for  many  years  at  the  summit  of  Laurel  Hill  on  the  old  road, 
in  a  house  near  the  \Yashingt(ni  Springs.  Before  the  National  Jvoad 
was  opened  said  Slack,  in  a  complaining  manner,  '■Wagons  coming 
up  Laurel  Hill  would  stick  in  the  mud  a  mile  or  so  below  my  house, 
when  the  drivers  would  uidiitch,  h'ave  their  wagons  in  the  mud,  and 
lu'ing  their  teams  to  my  house  and  slay  witli  me  all  night.  In  the 
morning  they  would  return  to  their  stranded  wagons,  dig  and  haul 
them  out,  and  get  back  to  my  house  and  stay  with  nic  another  night. 
Thus  counting  tlie  wagons  going  east  and  west.  I  got  four  night's  bills 
IVom  the  same  set  of  wagoners."  ''Now,'"  concluded  Slack  (since  the 
com]>letion  of  the  National  lioad).  with  indignation,  '-the  wagoners 
whilf'by  without  stopping."  <  )ld  wagnnci's  were  accuslonuMl  to  say  of 
Slack  that  he  was  "Slack  at  night  and  tight  in  tlu'  morning."  mean- 
ing that  he  was  clever  and  cheerful  when  they  ■■|)ul  up"  with  him  in 
the  evening,  and  (dose  and  exacting  in  tlu'  morning  when  bills  were 
payable. 

The  old  road  referred  to  was  the  IJi-addocdv  i'oa<l.  which  from  the 
summit  of  Laui-el  Hill,  turned  northwardly,  as  before  stated,  to  (iists 
(Mt.  Braddock),  Stewart's  Crossing  (Connellsville),  Braddock's  Field 
and   Fort  Pitt  (Pittsburg). 

An  ohl  road  l)etwecn  I^nionlown  and  Brownsville  was  laid  out 
in  1774  Iiy  vit-wers  a])])oinled  liy  the  court  of  Westmoreland  county, 
l'eniis\-lvania.  bctore  Fayette  county  was  establislu'd.  updn  a  petition 
signed  mainly  by  inhabitants  of  lirownsvilU' and  vicinity,  whoeom- 
])lained  that  ••they  had  to  carry  their  corn  twenty  nnles  lo  the 
mill  of  Henry  Becson  at  Uniontown. "  Tiic  distance  of  twenty  miles 
com])lained  of  was  by  Avay  of  tlu-  old  road  known  as  •■Burd's,"  from 
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the  mouth  of  Eedstone  eveek  to  Gists,  where  it  intersected  Brnddook's 
I'oad.  The  road  l»et\veen  Uniontowii  and  Brownsville,  above  men- 
tioned, was  carried  east  of  T'niontown.  to  intersect  the  Braddocdc 
road,  which  il  did.  iieai-  Shick's  tavt'i'n.  The  line  of  the  National 
Jioad  closely  follows  that  of  the  old  road  between  Uniontown  and 
Brownsville.  Marks  of  the  old  road  are  plainl_y  visible  to  this  day, 
and  some  of  the  old  bnildini>;s,  Avhich  were  erected  along  its  line,  are 
still  standing,  notably  the  dwelling  of  Thomas  B.  Graham,  esq.,  three 
miles  west  of  Uniontown,  which  was  an  old  tavern.  This  old  house 
was  the  first  residence  of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Stewart  after  his  mar- 
riage, and  his  oldest  son,  David  Shriver,  was  born  in  it. 

John  Slack,  the  old  tavern  keeper  before  mentioned,  was  the 
father  of  Mrs.  McClean,  Avife  of  Kphraim  McClean,  who  for  many 
years  kept  the  Cottage  tavern  on  the  summit  of  Laurel  Hill,  and  no 
doubt  the  fame  of  this  house  under  the  management  of  the  McCleans 
is  attributable  in  great  measure  to  the  vin'\y  training  of  Mrs.  McClean 
in  her  father's  old  tavern,  Avhere  she  was  reared. 

Heretofore  in  these  pages  the  reader  has  been  introduced  to  old 
taverns  and  old  tavern  keepers  on  the  mountain  division  of  the  road, 
a  long  division  covering  tAvo  hundi-ed  miles,  including  the  interA'eniiig 
glades  and  A'alleys.  Surprise  is  often  expressed  that  there  Avere  so 
many  good  taverns  in  the  mountains,  remote  from  fertile  fields  and 
needed  markets.  That  they  Avere  equal  to  the  best  on  the  road  is 
conceded;  and  that  the  old  taveiMis  of  the  National  Road  haA'e  ncA^er 
been  surpassed  for  bounteous  entertainment  and  good  cheer,  is  like- 
Avise  conceded;  in  fact,  has  ncA'er  been  disputed.  It  may  seem  a 
trifling  thing  to  be  Avritten  doAvn  in  serious  history,  that  the  old  taA'- 
ernsof.the  mountains  excelled  all  others  in  the  mattei*  of  serving 
biu-kwheat  cakes;  but  it  is  germane  and  true.  To  relicA'e  this  state- 
ment from  the  imputation  of  being  a  trifling  one,  it  may  be  added 
that  there  are  men  and  women  still  living  on  the  line  of  the  National 
Tioad  who  often  heard  the  great  statesman,  orator  and  patriot,  Henry 
Clay.  ];)raising  the  good  qualities  of  the  buckAvheat  cakes  furnished 
b}"  the  old  mountain  taverns  Avith  as  much  fervor  and  more  enthu- 
siasm than  he  ever  exhibited  in  commending  his  fin'orite  measure, 
the  Protective  Tariff.  And,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  might  be  stated  in 
this  connection,  that  the  making  of  buckAvheat  cakes  is  essentialh'  a 
home  industry,  not.  however,  of  the  infantile  order,  and  Avhile  it  mtxy 
not  need  protection,  is  certainly  desei'ving  of  encouragement.  An- 
other memorable  feature  of  the  mountain  ta\-crns  Avas  the  immense 
fires  kept  constantly  I)urning  in  the  old  bar  rooms  during  the  old- 
time  Avinters.  In  nuiny  instances  the  grates  Avei'e  seven  feet  in 
length,  with  corresponding  Avidth  and  depth,  and  would  contain  an 
ordinary  wagon  load  of  coal:  and  Avhen  the  fires  were  stirred  up  in 
these  immense  grates,  and  set  to  roaj'ing,  the  Jolly  old  Avagoners  occu- 
j)ying  the  bar  rooms  ])aid  little  heed  to  the  eagerness  of  the  howling 
mountain  Aveather.  Tlie  oM  landlord  of  the  mountains  took-  sjiecial 
pi'ide  in  k-eciiing  up  his   bar  room  fire.       Ffe  Icept  a  poker  fi'oin    six  to 
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ei<>;ht  feci  long,  and  Avould  ihiI  allow  it  to  Ik-  uscm]  1i\-  any  one  Imt 
liiiiiself.  Boss  Txiisli.  not  iiia]ttiy  tc-niu'd  ■■tlie  ])i-iiice  of  landlords.  " 
was  so  fui'ol'ui  and  jiunctilions  about  llie  inana_ii;onu'nt  oi'  Ins  liar  room 
tire  that  he  kojit  Ins  ])i<>;  ]^ol<er  under  loek  and  key.  so  lliat  no  one 
could  u-<c  it  l>ut  liinisclf.  always  usiui^  il  at  the  riu'lit  time,  and  kcr])- 
ini;;  u])  a  uniform  and  ])ro]K'r  temjiei'atui'e  lor  ilic  comfort  of  his 
!j;nests.  With  this  parlinii-  trilmte  to  the  mcmoi'y  of  the  old  tayerns 
and  taycrn  keepers  of  the  mountains,  tin'  attention  of  the  reader  is 
now  inxitcd  to  thosi'  on  tlic  line  of  the  road  lliroML;li  the  rich  yallcys 
of  the  Irilmtaries  of  the  ()hi().  JMouroe  and  ^nionto^vn.  and  tlie 
interyeniui;'  space  of  two  miles  between  llu'se  points,  aiv  eoyered  in  a 
prcyioiis  eha])(er. 

Thi'ee  miles  \vest  of  Uniontown  is  an  old  ta\'ei'n  stand  known  in 
late  years  as  the  Mo.xiey  House.  It  isa  loni;- loii- and  iranu' ItuildiuL;;.  sit- 
uate on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  with  a  ]ioi'(di  extendini;'  alonii;  its 
entire  frontaije.  This  house  was  tii'sl  kejit  as  a  tayei-n  hy  Bazil  Wii;"- 
g'ins,  an  uncle  of  IlanMsou  \Vin'i;'ins,  the  old  fox  hunter  l)efore  nu'U- 
tioned,  next  by  John  (Jray.  grandfathei-  of  the  old  and  pojudar  con- 
ductor from  I^'^niontown  to  Pittsburg  on  the  Baltimore  A:  Ohio  l»ail- 
road.  now  and  for  many  years  deceased.  Its  next  oceui)ant.  and  troni 
1S3(J  to  1IS;^>.S.  was  William  Cox,  a  brother-indaw  of  E.  W.  Clement, 
the  famous  swearer.  In  1838  the  property  was  ]»ui"chased  by  Thouuis 
^loxley,  who  went  into  possession  and  continued  it  as  a  tayei-n  stand 
down  to  the  year  18G8,  when  Henry  Clay  Rush  bought  it  and  occu- 
pied it  until  the  year  1865.  Avhen  he  sold  it  to  Edmund  Lef»nard.  its 
pi'eseut  occu])ant.  AVheu  Moxley  took  charge  of  this  old  tayei'u  he 
gaye  it  the  name  of  -The  Half-way  House,'"  for  the  I'cason  that  its 
location  is  about  midway  between  Cundierland  and  Wheeling.  It 
was  always  a  well  conducted  tayei-n.  and  <li<l  a  large  business,  mainly 
in  the  line  of  wagon  custom. 

liCss  than  a  mile  west  of  the  old  Moxlej"  House,  on  the  south 
side,  and  ba(dv  a  few  yards  Irom  the  road,  is  a  tine  brick  building. 
wdufdi.  during  a  ])ortion  of  the  pros|)erous  era  of  the  road,  was  a  well 
kiu)wn  and  ])oj)ular  tayern  stand.  The  house  was  built  by  IJobei't 
Hunter,  who  occupied  it  for  several  3^ears.  but  di<l  not  seem  inclincMl 
to  court  patronage,  and,  as  a  consequence,  did  not  do  much  business. 
He  leased  the  house  to  William  Darlington,  and  moyed  to  Ohio. 
Harlington,  as  before  stated,  had  been  an  old  wagoner,  was  a  nuin  ot 
amiable  temper,  and  did  a  large  business  at  this  house.  He  remained 
in  it  until  the  year  1848,  w  hen  he  7iioyed  to  the  mountain  and  took 
(dutrge  of  the  Stone  House,  then  known  as  the  Fayette  Sjirings 
llousi'.  now  heans.  There  he  rt-nuuned  until  he  became  the  occu- 
))ant  oi'  the  .Mansion  House  on  the  c'state  of  tlu'  late  Col.  Samuel 
Eyans.  near  Cidontown.  wdiere  he  dii'<l.  ^Vhen  Darlinglon  yacate<l 
the  old  Hunter  House  il  was  tunu'd  oyei-  to  l*clei'  Col  ley.  wdiose  father. 
Altel  Colley,  had  ])reyiously  bought  it  from  Hunter.  Peter  CoUey 
ke])l  the  house  a  numbei'  of  years,  and  died  in  ]»ossession.  lie  was  a 
nnin  of  (|nicl    de])ort  meni .  atlentiye   to   strangers  and    t  I'ayelcrs.  and 
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enjoyed  an  t'xtonsive  line  of  custom,  until  the  tennination  of  the  road's 
lii<;-li  caiver.  '^I'lio  old  tavern  is  now  the  private  residence  of  A.  A. 
Ta<j:;u'art.  son-in-lav\'  of  l-'eter  Colley,  pi'oprietor  of  one  of  the  ])laning 
mills  of  Unionlowii,  and  a  successful  contractor  and  huilder. 

Xext,  two  miles  fui'ther  west,  is  Searights.  Here  is  the  old  half- 
way house  he! ween  Uniontown  and  l)rownsville,  a  large  stone  Imild- 
ing  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  at  the  crossing  of  the  great  drovers' 
I'oad  of  other  days  leading  fVoni  the  Flats  of  Grave  Creek,  Virginia, 
to  Bedford.  Pennsylvania.  The  large  stables  connected  Avith  this 
house,  on  Ihc  op])osiU'  side  ot  the  roail.  are  still  standing,  an<l  in  a 
good  state  of  preservalion.  In  the  olden  time,  in  addition  to  tlie 
oi'dinary  travel  on  the  road,  sleighijig  and  other  ])arties  from  Union- 
lown  and  l>rownsvilie  wei'c  accustomed  to  go  to  this  old  tavern  for  a 
night's  dancing,  and  the  attending  festivities.  This  is  also  the  l)altle- 
grouud  of  the  memoi-ahle  ••  Gray  Meeting''  in  1S2S.  where  the  o])- 
posing  hosts  between  Jackson  and  Adams  went  into  an  open  field  and 
mcasurcMl  sti'ength  l)y  ••counting  oft','  the  Jacksonians  outnumbering 
their  adversaries  l>y  a  decided  jtrejKmderance,  greatly  to  the  mortifi- 
cation of  the  weaker  column.  This  meeting  was  called  the  "Gray 
meeting,''  because  the  tavci'n  there  was  then  kept  by  John  Gray, 
formerly  of  the  JMoxley  House,  befoi'e  mentioned.  The  leaders  on 
the  occasion  of  this  ti'ial  of  strength  were  as  follows:  On  the  Jackson 
side,  Gen.  Henry  AV.  ]k'eson.  Col.  Ben  Brownfield.  John  Fuller, David 
Gilmore.  Larkin  8.  Dearth.  Alexamler  Johnson,  Provance  McCormick, 
AVilliam  F.  Coplan,  Hi'ni-y  J.  Pigdon,  William  Hatfield  and  William 
Searight.  On  tlie  Adams  side:  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Dawtson, 
John'  .M.  Austin,  Israel  Miller,  E.  P.  Oliphant,  Chads  Chalfant, 
Stokely  Conwell.  Levi  Sjjringer,  Dennis  Springer,  and  William  Col- 
vin.  Pi'ior  to  1840  many  of  the  Democratic  county  meetings  and 
conventions  were  held  at  Searights.  Before  the  era  of  railroads  it 
was  a  central  point  for  Uniontown.  Connellsville  and  Brownsville. 
A  large  water-trough  was  always  maintained  at  tliis  old  tavern,  where 
teams  attached  to  all  k'inds  of  wagons,  coaches  and  other  vehicles,  as 
well  as  horses  and  mules  led  in  droves,  were  halted  for  refreshment. 
At  times  i-elays  of  stage  horses  for  extra  occasions  were  stationed 
here,  and  it  Avas  always  a  relay  for  the  line  teams  moving  mei-chan- 
dise.  An  old  sign-lioard  was  dis])layed  at  the  front  of  the  house  for 
many  years,  bearing  in  large  gilt  lettei's  the  legend  Seakkjuts.  The 
old  tavei-n  at  Searights  was  built  by  Josiah  Frost,  about  the  time  the 
National  Road  was  constructed,  and  in  the  year  1821  William  Sea- 
right  accpiired  it  by  |ini'(diase  from  Frost.  Joseph  T.  Noble  as  lessee 
of  William  Seai-ighl  kept  the  tavern  fii-st  after  it  was  vacated  by 
Frost,  fl  was  k-c])!  t'oi-  a  In'ief  pei'iod  at  intervals  by  William  Sea- 
I'ight.  but  owing  to  bis  absence  from  home,  being  a  contractor  on 
])ublic  wcn'ks.  he  did  not  give  the  management  his  pei'sonal  a.ttention. 
but  ])lace(l  it  in  the  hands  of  James  Allison,  a  well  I'emembered  ami 
highly  esteemed  citizen,  subsequently  and  for  nniny  yeai's  ))Ostmaster 
at  Seariglits.     John  Gray,  as  has  been  stated,  ke])t  this  house  in  1828. 
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IK'  was  sufcoedcil  liy  Jolni  liislcr.  t  lir  iiotrd  old  la\rni  l<rc|i('r.  lu'ioiT 
iiu'iitidiird.  ^^l■s.  liisK'Ts  inotlu'i- dii'd  at  ihis  lioiist'.  llcr  iiaiiu- was 
>rarsli.  AlU'i-  Mr.  \l\s\cv  Kd'l.and  alunil  1S|().  Matildas  Fry  went 
into  jiossessioii.  and  fonductrd  the  house  for  a  ihiiuIum-  of  \Tars.  Ho 
liad  iioen  a  poimlar  old  wuiioncr.  and  divw  a  lai-<i;e  wuii'on  tradi'.  Ilr 
was  siu'coede'd  l>v  .losei)li  (Jrav.  son  ot'  .lohii,  hot'oiH'  nuMitioin-d.  and 
t'atlu'i- of  .loliii  (rray.  tlie  oUl  railroad  conducter.  .loscpli  (lra\-  dicMl 
ill  this  house  in  January.  1851.  JLe  was  a  woi'lliy  citi/.cn.  well  de- 
serving of  honorahle  nu'ntion.  .Vflcr  the  death  of  Joseph  (Jray  the 
house  was  kept  first  hy  William  Shaw,  known  as  ■■  Tavern  Kee])ei- 
Bilh',"'  and  after  him  hy  William  Sliaw.  known  as  ■■  \Va,i;-(uier  liilly." 
These  two  Shaws  wen-  not  of  kin.  In  1856  Ileniy  (-lay  Hush  took 
ehai'ii-e  of  the  house  and  remaine(|  in  it  until  1863,  whi'u  lie  pur(diased 
the  .MoxK'V  ])roperty  and  removed  to  tinit  ])oinl,  as  hefore  stated. 
Hush  was  a  ])0])uhxr  man,  and  was  lihei'ally  ])ati-onized  l>y  the  ti-avel- 
iuii;  public.  Jn  the  fall  of  1862,  or  winter  of  l.Si;:;.  the  iiiausion  house 
of  Ewinii;  Seai-ii;ht  was  destroyed  hy  fire,  and  he  moved  to  the  old 
tavern  when  JJush  vacated  it,  remained  for  a  while,  and  sultsequently 
from  time  to  time  leased  it  to  James  Frost,  Alfred  ^IcCormick.  Thomas 
Allen,  C.  W.  Downer,  Eobert  Moxley,  Lewis  Fry  and  James  W.  Clay- 
haugli.  Dnrini;-  the  terms  of  tlu'  last  mentioned  ])ei'sons  the  pali'on- 
age  of  the  house  was  mostly  local.  The  house  is  now  the  pi'ivate  resi- 
dence of  William  Searight,  a  son  of  Ewing  Searight,  owner  of  the 
property,  and  late  superintendent  of  the  road.  William  Searigld.  the 
old  ]n"o|u-ietor,  was  superintendent  of  the  road  for  many  years,  dui'ing 
its  flourishing  era. 

T^'he  National  Eoad  had  its  contingent  of  quaint  characters. 
eccentric  men,  philosophers  in  one  sense,  and  loafers  in  another.  They 
Avere  indigenous  to  the  road,  could  not  live  away  frojn  it.  and  enjoyed 
the  precarious  subsistence  they  obtained  on  it.  The  load-stone  that 
attracted  them  and  atlacheil  them  to  the  road,  probably  above  all 
other  influences,  Avas  the  ])ure  whisky,  before  mentioned.  It  Avas 
])lentiful  and  cheap,  and  could  be  obtained  almost  for  the  mere  asking. 
It  did  not  contain  the  elements  of  modern  whisky,  whicdi  excites 
men  to  revolution,  insurrection,  violence  and  insanit}'.  Of  tlie  char- 
acters alluded  to,  whose  haunts  were  at  the  old  taverns  along  the 
road  between  Searights  and  Brownsville,  the  reader  familial- with  that 
])ortion  of  the  line  will  readily  recall  Marion  Sndth.  (Ijogan)  Geoi-ge 
I)ucket,  Jonathan  Crawford.  John  \\ .  Dougherty,  (Jideon  kcdnnau 
and  Billy  Bluel)aker.  Logan's  forte  was  imitating  the  crowing  of  a 
rooster.  iHicket  had  no  pronounced  trait,  but  under  a  patriotic  im- 
pulse volunteered  as  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  wai".  and  marcdied  with 
Major  Grardner,  Daniel  Hazard  and  the  other  hei-oes  to  tin-  halls  of 
the  Montezumas.  Crawlord  was  a  tailor,  and  woi-ked  at  his  trade  as 
little  as  ])Ossible.  but  quietly  enjoyed  his  ])otati()ns.  He  had  nothing 
to  say.  Doughcrt}^  was  a  walking  arsenal,  savage  in  ajijjearance  and 
gesticulation.  He  carried  knives,  pistols  and  a  general  assoi'tinent  of 
deadly  wt'a])ons.  ImiI  was  lu'ver  known  to  nsi'  them  on  an  adversary 
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Loliinan  was  also  a  tailor  and  bass  drummer.  He  had  a  lironze*! 
complexion,  and  a  stolid  temperament.  Billy  Blnebaker  was  elastic 
ill  motion.  Imt  lacking-  in  brain.  He  wore  the  smallest  hat  of  any 
individual  on  the  road,  and  was  happy  in  doing  little  jobs  for  old 
wagoners  at  his  uncle's  tavern.  These  odd  characters  have  all  gone 
with  the  majority  of  the  men  of  the  road.  The_y  witnessed  and  in 
their  way  participated  in  the  eidivening  scenes  of  the  great  highway, 
and  are  entitled  to  a  place  in  its  histoiy. 


CHAPTER   XXXV 


Old  Tidiiii.'i  (111(1  Tairni  Keepers,  coiit I ii(i((L — Seari(/hlx  to  Biocin'rillc  —  Alnl  dil- 
lei/'x,  Johnson's,  known  later  as  HatfielcVs  —  WillUini  Ilatfiehl,  his  Good  NcDiie 
and  Melancholy  Death  —  An  old  and  odd  Indenture  —  The  old  Peter  Colleij  House 
— A  Tarern  vith  a  Brief  Career,  the  Red  Tarern,  WilLrs  Ilroirn,  Bridmhrr's — 
Broo-nsville  —  Anecdotes  of  Jackson  and  Clay  —  James  Workman  and  Doctor 
Stoy — Ham  and  Eggx  —  Bazil  Brashear,  James  C.  Beckley,  William  Reynolds, 
the  Momnujahela  House,  the  Clark  House,  the  Iron  Bridrje,  Bridfjeporl.  J(>hii 
Riley,  the  Minongahela  Brid(je. 

Over  tlie  hill  from  Searights  is  the  old  A  lie!  ('olk'y  stand.  The 
old  tavern  here,  in  the  flourishing  era  of  the  road,  did  a  lai'ge  hnsi- 
ncss,  mainly  in  the  line  of  entertainihi;"  wairnners.  While  all  the 
taverns  of  the  road  were  more  or  le.^.s  patronized  hy  wagoners,  exeept- 
ing  a  few  which  were  exclusiveh'  stage  houses,  they  had  favoi-ite 
stopping  places,  and  the  Ahel  Colley  tavern  Avas  one  of  these.  The 
old  ])r()])rietor  and  his  family  had  methods  and  manners  which  were 
agreealile  to  wagoners,  and  they  made  it  a  ]toint  to  sto]i  at  this  house 
in  great  numbers.  The  bills  wei-e  moderate,  yet  the  ])atronagH'  was 
so  extensive  and  continued  so  long  that  Ahel  Colley  accumulated  a 
considerable  fortune  at  this  old  tavern,  and  when  trade  and  travel 
ceased  ituilt  a  fine  brick  residence  on  the  roadside  opposite,  where  ho 
retired  with  his  family  to  private  life,  and  in  a  few  years  thereafter 
died.  Nanc}",  the  wife  of  the  old  tavern  keeper,  is  well  remembered 
as  a  large,  amiable  woman,  who  habitually  wore  an  expansive  cap  of 
the  (^ueen  Anne  style.  8he  long  since  passed  to  the  life  beyond.  W. 
Searight  Colley,  a  son  of  Abel,  now  occu])ies  and  owns  tlu'  brick 
dwelling  mentioned,  with  a  fine  farm  adjacent.  Peter  Colley,  of  the 
old  JIunter  tavern  before  mentioned,  was  likewise  a  son  of  Abel,  and 
he  had  a  son,  Levi,  a  farmer  and  freeholder,  who  died  a  number  of 
years  ago  on  the  old  Covert  farm,  near  Moxley's.  now  in  the  occu- 
pancy of  one  of  his  sons.  The  Abel  Colley  tavern  is  still  standing,  a 
monument,  like  many  others,  of  the  faded  glories  of  the  old  ])ike. 
This  old  house  was  kept  as  early  as  the  year  1*825  l)y  Darius  Grimes, 
and  aflci-  him  by  Thomas  Moxley.  In  Moxley's  time  it  was  called 
the  ''Green  Tree,"  and  the  writer  remembers  the  ])icf  tire  of  the  green 
tree  which  appeared  on  the  sign  board  that  hung  and  swung  for 
many  years  in  front  of  this  old  tavei-n.  Ahel  Colley  took  charge 
after  Moxley  left.  According  to  the  recollection  ot  Ebenezer  Fiidey, 
as   appears   by  his  letter  in   the  Appendix  to   this  volume,  the  Abel 
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Colley  tavern  was  kept  by  Samuel  Wolvertoii  and  l»v  Hugh  Thomp- 
son,- and  this  must  have  been  previous  to  the  time  of  Darius  Grimes. 
It  was  certainly  before  Moxlej's  time. 

About  one  mile  west  of  the  Abel  Colley  house  there  is  an  old 
sione  tavern  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  known  in  early  days  as 
Johnson's,  later  as  Hattield's.  This  house  was  built  in  1817  by  Ean- 
dolph  Dearth  for  Robert  Johnson,  who  kept  it  as  a  tavern  down  to 
the  yenv  1841.  when  he  retired  to  a  farm  in  Franklin  townshi]),  Fay- 
ette county.  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died,  leaving;  ])ehind  him  a  ffood 
name,  which  is  better  than  great  riches,  of  which  latter  he  had  a 
goodly  share.  He  was  the  father-in-law  of  Thomas  Browntield,  who, 
in  18l)2,  was  Sheriff  of  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  previously 
a  tavern  keeper  on  the  road.  Henry  L.  Murphy,  a  well  known  and 
thrifty  farmer  of  Jefferson  township.  Fayette  count}'.  Pennsylvania, 
likewise  married  a  daughter  of  Robert  Johnson.  This  tavern,  under 
the  guidance  of  Robert  Johnson,  did  a  large  business,  and  the  old 
]n'o]»rietor  made  money  b}'  conducting  it.  The  successor  of  Robert 
Johnson  in  the  management  of  this  house  was  Arthur  Wallace,  who 
remained  in  it  for  a  single  year.  He  was  a  brother  of  John  Wallace, 
who  once  kept  the  Wilse  Clement  house  in  Hopwood,  and  subsequently 
removed  to  Morgantown,  Yirginia,  and  an  uncle  of  James  Wallace, 
present  proprietor  of  the  Wallace  House  in  Morgantown.  Peter 
Frasher.  the  old  wagoner  and  tavern  keeper  before  mentioned,  inar- 
ried  a  daughter  of  Arthur  Wallace.  Charles  Guttery  succeeded  Ar- 
thur Wallace  in  the  Johnson  House.  -■=  Guttery  was  an  old  wagoner, 
and  is  now  keeping  a  tavern  in  Beallsville,  Washington  county.  Penn- 
sylvania, and  probably  the  oldest  man  in  the  Inisiness.  He  Avas  at 
the  Johnson  House  in  1844.  and  a  Avagoner  many  years  before  that 
date.  From  1849  to  1851  John  Foster  kej^t  the  Johnson  House.  He 
was  a  brother  of  the  first  wife  of  Robert  Hogsett.  Foster  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Hiram  Holmes,  Avho  kept  the  house  one  year.  In  1852 
AVilliam  Hatfield,  who  had  previously  bought  the  property.  Avent  into 
the  house  and  kept  it  as  a  tavern  until  the  year  1855,  when  he  closed 
it  as  a  ])ublic  hou.se,  but  continued  to  occupy  it  as  a  private  residence 
until  his  melancholy  death.  Before  engagirjg  in  tavern  keeping. 
William  Hatfield  served  many  years  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
sui»se(|uent  to  1855  served  a  term  as  Associate  Judge.  He  Avas  a 
blacksmith  l»y  trade,  and  made  the  old  iron  gates  of  the  road.  He 
was  industrious  and  honest,  and  likcAvise  noted  for  his  kindness  to 
his  fellow  men.  It  was  while  engaged  in  doing  a  favor  for  an  old 
neighboi-.  in  the  year  1871.  that  he  lost  his  life.  His  neiglil)or,  John 
C.  Craft,  had  purchased  a  ]jatent  jnimp.  and  called  on  Judge  Hatfield 
to  assist  him  in  placing  it  in  his  Avell.  The  Judge,  as  was  his  habit. 
])rom])tly  res])omled.  and.  going  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  well, 
called  to  his  neigh i>or.  who  stcjod  at  the  surface,  to  send  him  down  a 
saw  or  an  ax.  The  needed  tool  Avas  placed  in  a  heavy  iron-bound  tub 
and   started  down.  but.  through   neglect,  the   cable   sli]ipi(|.  and    the 
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lull  \\;i>  ]ii'fci|>itati'(l  ;i  !j;rr;i(  di'iilli  iipun  .liidm'  I  l;il  ticlil's  lu';iil.  lalnlly 
iiijui'iiii;'  him.  JIo  was  extricated  tVoin  his  prrihms  position  in  an 
uneonseions  stato.  carried  lioine.  and  lin^'criii";-  only  a  tew  hours,  died. 
llis  ivniains  wei'e  iiiteri'c<l  in  the  licautilul  cemetery  ui'ar  IJrowns- 
ville.  atteniK'd  hy  a  hirge  concoui'se  of  soi-rowini;'  citizens,  inchidinij; 
1  lie  Judges  of  the  Courts  and  the  nuuniiei's  of  llic  liar  of  l-'ay^'tte 
county.  Fenn.sylvania. 

FoHowing"  is  an  exact  co])\-  of  t  h^'  indcul  urc  \vhi(di  hound  William 
llattield  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  hla(d<sinith  : 

Tli'iH  Indenture  Witnesseth  :  That  William  ilaiticld.oi  ;hc  town- 
ship of  Union,  in  the  county  of  Kayette.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  hath 
])ut  himself  by  the  a]3])rol>ation  of  his  iiuardian.  John  W!tiii{ow.  and 
l»y  these  ])resents  doth  voluntarily  ])ut  himself  an  a])])rentice  to 
(iE()R(iE  WiNTERMUTE,  of  the  townslii ]»  of  lledstouc.  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  hlacksmith.  to  leai-n  his  ai'l.  traiie  or  mystery  he  now  oc- 
cnpietli  or  followeth.  and  after  the  manner  of  an  ai)])rentici'  to  serve 
him  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  for  and  durini>;  the  lull  end  and 
term  of  five  vears  next  ensuinii;.  durinii'  all  \\  liich  time  he.  the  said 
ai»prentiee.  his  said  master  shall  faithfully  serve,  his  secrets  keep,  his 
lawful  commands  every  whei'e  gladly  ohey ;  he  shall  do  no  damage  tf) 
his  said  master,  nor  suiter  it  to  he  done  without  giving  notice  to  his 
said  master;  he  shall  uot  waste  his  master's  goods,  nor  lend  tluMu  un- 
lawfully to  others;  he  shall  not  absent  himself  day  or  night  irom  his 
master's  service  without  his  leave;  he  shall  not  commit  any  unlawful 
deed,  wheivby  his  said  master  shall  sustain  damage.  n(n'  contract 
matrimony  within  the  said  tei-m :  he  shall  not  buy  nor  sell,  nor  make 
aiiv  contract  whatsomever,  whereby  his  master  receive  damage,  but 
in  all  things  behave  himself  as  a  faithful  a])])rentice  ought  to  do 
during  the  said  term.  And  the  said  (ieorge  Wintermute  shall  nsi'the 
utmost  of  his  endeavors  to  teach,  or  cause  to  1)0  taught  and  inst  rmtiMl. 
the  said  ai)i)rentice  the  trade  or  mystery  he  now  occuitieth  or  follow- 
eth. and  procure  and  provide  for  him.  the  said  a])])rentice,  sulticieiit 
meat,  drink,  common  working  apparel,  washing,  and  lodging,  fitting  f(»r 
an  apprentice  during  the  said  term;  and  further,  he  the  said  master, 
doth  agree  to  give  unto  the  said  ap])rentice,  ten  month's  schooling 
within  the  said  term,  and  also  the  said  master  doth  agree  to  give  unto 
the  said  ai)j)rentice  two  weeks  in  harvest  in  each  and  every  yearthat 
he.  the  said  apprentice,  shall  stay  with  his  saii!  master:  also  the  said 
(ieorge  Wintermute,  doth  agree  to  gi\i'  unto  the  said  apprt'iitice  one 
good  freedom  suit  of  clothes.  And  for  the  tiaie  performance  of  all 
and  eveiythe  said  covenants  and  agreements,  either  of  the  said  parties 
binds  themselves  to  each  other  l«y  these  ])resents. 

In  witness  thereof,  they  have  interchangeably  put  their  hands  and 
seals,  this  first  day  of  A])ril.one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

(iKOlUiE  WlNTEH.MI    I 'K.     [Seal.] 

Witness  ])resent,  Wili.i.v.m   II.vti'iki.I).      [Seal.] 

BeN.IA.MIN  IJOBERTS.  .loh.N    WiTnuow.  [Seal.] 
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Fayette  County,  ss.: 

May  the  29th,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  before 
me  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  peace  in  and  for  the  said 
count}',  came  the  parties  to  the  within  indenture  and  severally  ac- 
knowledged it  as  their  act  and  deed.  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal 
the  day  and  year  al)Ove  mentioned. 

Benjamin  Egberts.     [Seal.] 

All  the  covenants  and  agreements  of  this  quaint  document  were 
faithfully  kept  on  the  part  of  "William  Hatfield.  Benjamin  lioberts, 
the  Justice  of  the  Peace,  before  whom  the  instrument  was  acknowl- 
edged, was  the  father  of  William  B.  Roberts,  who  led  the  company 
from  Uniontown  to  engage  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  second  regiment  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers  was  elected 
colonel,  and  served  as  such  until  his  death,  Avhich  occurred  in  the 
city  of  Mexico.  The  old  justice  lived  on  a  small  farm  in  Menallen 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsjdvania,  north  of  and  adjoining  the 
iSearight  farm,  and  Col.  Roberts,  his  distinguished  son,  was  born  there. 

One  mile  west  of  Hatfield's  is  the  old  Peter  Colley  stand.  It  is 
a  stone  house  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  Peter  Colley  w^as  the 
father  of  Abel  Colley,  and  an  early  settler.  He  kept  a  tavern  on  the 
old  road  before  the  National  Road  was  made.  He  was  a  money 
maker,  and  owned  the  land  on  which  his  tavern  was  erected,  in  fee. 
He  was  probably  the  first  man  on  the  JSTational  Road  who  acquired 
the  fame  of  having  a  barrel  of  money.  Old  pike  boys  said  he  kept 
his  money  in  a  barrel.  Peter  Colley  was  well  advanced  in  3'ears  when 
the  Xational  Road  was  made,  and  did  not  long  enjoy  the  profits  of 
the  new  highway.  At  his  death  his  tavern  passed  to  the  hands  of  his 
son  George,  Avho  kept  it  for  many  years,  and  until  he  followed  his 
father  to  the  unknown  world.  George  Colley  lived  to  see  and  lament 
the  decline  of  business  on  the  road,  and  after  his  death  his  house  was 
discontinued  as  a  tavern.  The  hills  on  either  side  of  this  old  house 
are  among  the  highest  on  the  road,  the  summit  of  the  w^estern  range 
being  twelve  hundred  and  seventy-four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
In  the  olden  time,  as  before  stated,  extra  horses,  called  "the  postilion," 
were  required  to  aid  the  stage  coaches  in  ascending  these  hills. 

A  little  over  a  mile  further  west  a  plastered  stone  house,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  road,  was  kept  as  a  tavern  at  intervals,  during  the 
prosperous  era  of  the  road.  It  is  not,  however,  to  be  classed  among 
the  old  taverns  of  the  road.  It  was  first  kept  as  a  tavern  previous  to 
1840  by  Arthur  Wallace.  Isaac  Baily  subsequently  kept  it  for  a 
brief  period,  and  enjoyed  a  good  measure  of  patronage.  Bail}'  after- 
Avard  became  postmaster  at  Brownsville,  and  finally  a  member  of  the 
Fayette  count}-,  Penn.sylvania,  bar.  He  was  a  shrewd  Yankee,  and 
an  active  local  politician.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Solomon  Col- 
ley, of  the  large  family  of  Colleys  of  the  vicinity.  George  Craft 
once  lived  in  this  house,  and  occasionally  entertained  strangei-s  and 
travelers,  but  was  not  a  regular  tavern  keeper.     This  was  also  the 
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ivsidcncc  at  o\w  liiiu'  ot' •-.hukcy  Craft.  "  known  as  an  iTccn1i-ic  clmr- 
actor.  \vli(^  was  in  tlio  habit  of  starting"  out  over  the  I'oad  in  a  sK'in'li 
witli  Ik'Us.  wlu'n  tliorc  was  no  snow  on  the  u'rountl.  Before  liis  mind 
Itecanie  niiliulaneed,  "Jaokey'  was  a  iiusliinu'.  money  makinL;,- cil  i/.eii. 
but  his  life  went  out  under  a  cloud  of  mental  derangement,  eausini;- 
dee])  regret  among  liis  many  fi'iends, 

A  few  hundred  yards  further  west  on  the  s(»uth  side  of  tlie  roaij. 
is  the  red  tavern,  so  called,  because  in  early  days  it  was  ))uinteil  r^'d. 
It  is  a  wooden   building.  weather-boarcK'd.      Tliis   house   had  a  large 
wagon  custom,  and,  what  uu\y  be  considered  sti'ange  without  ex]»lan- 
ation,  Avas   more  largely  patronized   by  wagoners  going  west    than 
east.     This  was  owing  to  the  means  of  ingress  to  and  egress  from  the 
house.     It  is  located  near  the  summit  of  a  hill,  a  short  distance  from 
the  road,  and  immediately  in  front  of  it,  adjoining  the  road,  is  a  steej) 
embankment.     To  drive  to  the  house  going  west,  a  wa}'  leads  off 
iVom  the  summit  of  the  hill,  Avhich  is  level,  but  to  di-ive  out  to  the 
road  the  descent  is  steep,  and  wagoners  coming  cast  could   not  reach 
the  wagon  yard  without  driving  up  this  steep  grade,  and,  in    many 
instances,  preferred  driving  on  to  Colley's  rather  than  pressing  their 
teams  against  such  an  obstacle.     Despite  the  disadvantage  mentioned, 
this  tavern,  as  before  stated,  was  a  po])nlar  resort  for  wagoners.     Jt 
was  first  kept  by  Cuthbert  AViggins,  father  of  Harrison  AViggins,  and 
at    this    house  Harrison  AViggins  was   born.     It  was   next   kept   by 
George    Eichards,  Avhose   widow   became    the   wife    of   John    Gadd. 
Cuthbert  AViggins  was  at  this  house  as  early  as  1S12.     John  (iribble 
succeeded  Eichards  as  early  as  1836,  and  continued  to  keep  this  house 
for  nuinj^  years,  making  money  in  the  business,  and  ultimately  buy- 
ing a  farm  in  the  neighborhood,  ceased  tavern  keeping  and  became  a 
successful  farmer.     He  has  been  dead  many  years,  but  is  well  remem- 
bered as  a  worthy  citizen.     Upon   the  retirement   of  Grildile.  this 
house  passed  to  the  management  of  Fielding  Frasher,  a  stead3'-going 
man,  who  had  been  a  wagoner  on  the  road,  and  knew  how  to  keep  a 
tavern.     He  was  an  uncle  of  Capt.  L.  H.  Frasher,  of  Uniontown, 
ex-District  Attorney  of  Fayette  county.     Fielding    Frasher    had  a 
good  custom  while  keeping  this  house,  but  did   not  continue  long  in 
the  business,  and  was  succeeded  by  Huston  Todd,  a  well  known  citi- 
zen in  his  day.     He  Avas  a  brother-in-law  of  Judge  Hatfield,  fathei'of 
Ewing  Todd,  for  many  years  a  leading  citizen  of  Brownsville,  now 
deceased,  and  grandfather  of  AVilliam  Hatfield  Todd,  a  pojjular  and 
oflficient  |)ostal  clerk  on  the  route  between   Pittsburg  and   Nt'W  York. 
Peter  Williams,  oldest  son  of  the  late  Cen.  William  AV.  Williams,  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Huston  Todd.     The  re])utation  of  this  old   house 
was  fully  maintained  Avhile  under  the  control  of  Huston  Todd.    Peter 
I-' rasher  next  took  charge  of  this  house.     He  was  a  brother  of  Field- 
ing Pi-asher,  and  a  typical  pike  boy,  bright,  active,  and  ])oi)ular.     He 
bad  been  a  wagoner,  and  knew  the  road  from  Baltimoi-e  to  Wheeling. 
The  house,  while  he  kept  it,  was  crowded  with  guests,  but  his  gener- 
ous nature  prevented  him  from  exacting  full   ]iaymcnt  of  Itills  at  all 
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times,  and  as  a  consequence  his  coffers  were  not  as  nuicli  swollen  as 
those  of  many  of  the  tavern  keepers,  more  mindful  of  the  chief  end 
of  tavern  keeping.  George  Friend  succeeded  Peter  Frasher.  hut 
remained  only  a  short  time,  when  he  gave  way  to  Parker  McDonald. 
McDonald  was  the  last  man  who  conducted  this  house  as  a  tavern. 
He  was  active,  attentive,  and  po]ni]ar.  hut  the  glory  of  the  road 
had  de})arted,  and  the  business  of  tavern  keeping  was  a  thing  of  the 
past.  The  old  red  tavern  and  the  farm  adjacent  belong  to  the  old 
and  wealthy  Bowman  family,  of  Brownsville. 

A  short  distance  west  of  the  red  tavern  a  stone  house  was  kept 
by  Wilkes  Brown,  before  the  National  Eoad  was  made,  and  derived 
its  trade  for  the  most  part  from  the  old  road.  It  is  still  standing,  but 
not  immediately  on  the  National  Eoad.  "Wilkes  Brown  was  of  the 
family  of  Thomas  Brown,  the  founder  of  Brownsville. 

The  next  old  tavern  stand  on  the  westward  tramp  is  Brubaker"s, 
a  fine  brick  building  on  the  north  side  near  Brownsville.  Daniel 
Brubaker  purchased  this  property  from  David  Auld,  and  went  into 
possession  in  the  year  1826,  and  from  that  date  until  his  death  was 
its  constant  occupant,  with  the  exception  of  a  xery  brief  period  that 
it  was  occupied  and  kept  as  a  tavei-n  by  Alexander  11.  Watson.  Mr. 
Brubaker  survived  the  business  era  of  the  road,  and  died  in  his  old 
tavern.  He  was  a  Penns3'lvania  Dutchman,  born  in  Somerset  county, 
and  possessed  the  thrift  characteristic  of  his  race.  Although  econ- 
omical and  saving,  he  was  not  stinted  in  providing  for  the  comfortable 
entertainment  of  his  guests,  and  enjoyed  a  large  patronage,  especially 
in  the  line  of  wagon  custom.  After  ascendinii-  the  lonu'  hill  out  from 
Brownsville,  going  east,  old  wagoners  found  a  pleasant  resting  ])lace 
at  Brubaker's.  Alex.  E.Watson  will  be  remembered  bj'the  old  folks 
of  the  road  as  a  man  of  small  stature,  but  considerable  energy,  who. 
about  fortv-five  years  ago,  ran  an  omnibus  line  between  Brownsville 
and  Uniontown  for  the  conversance  of  passengers. 

The  next  point  is  Brownsville,  for  many  years  the  head  of  steam- 
boat navigation  on  the  Monongahela  river.  Here  many  passengers 
were  transferred  from  the  stage  lines  to  the  steamboats  pl3'ing  l)e- 
tween  this  point  and  Pittsburg.  It  is  shown  by  official  figures  that 
from  1844,  the  date  at  which  the  slack  water  improvement  was  com- 
pleted to  Brownsville,  to  1852.  when"  through  Inisiness  ceased  on  the 
National  Eoad,  covering  a  period  of  eight  years,  more  than  two  hun- 
dred thousand  passengers  left  the  stage  lines  at  Brownsville  and  took 
passage  on  the  Monongahela  steamers.  West-going  passengers  were 
"ticketed  through  "  from  Cumberland,  Baltimore  and  other  points  fast, 
to  Pittsburg  and  other  points  west,  via  the  National  Eoad.  and  the 
Monongahela  river  route.  A  movement  was  set  on  foot  as  early  as  the 
year  1814,  looking  to  the  imjirovement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Monongahela  i-iver.  l)y  means  of  locks  and  dams,  followed  by  later 
spasmodic  eff()rts,  but  nothing  of  a  practical  nature  was  accomplished 
in  this  direction  until  1836,  Avhen  a  company  Avas  incorporated  to 
carry  forward   and    complete  the    work.     The  act   of  incorporation 
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do.sii;'ii:Uri|  ;i  nmiilicr  nl'  |iri>iiiiin'iit  citizoiis  to  solicit  and  ix-ceivt.' suli- 
scriptions  of  Mlock.  ainDiig  whom  whore  Ephraini  L.  l)laiin,'.  falhci- 
of  James  Cf.  Bhaine,  of  Wtishin^-toii  eouiity;  William  lloj)kiiis.  of  the 
same  county,  and  Andrew  Stewart  and  Samuel  Evans,  of  Fayette 
county.  Of  all  the  «ijentlemen  desi_ii;nate(l  for  this  ])Ui'pose.  and  there 
was  quite  a  large  number,  not  one  is  living  at  this  day.  Tliere  \vere 
no  wagon  stand  taverns  in  Bi-ownsville.  Wagoners  ''put  u])"  at  the 
old  Hiley  and  Bar  houses  in  Bridgeport,  and  at  J5i-ul)aker"s.  east  of 
town.  The  old  Workman  House,  at  tlie  u])]ier  end  of  Market  street, 
was  a  famous  stage  house.  It  liad  tlie  ])al]'onage  of  the  Stockton 
line.  This  house  is  a  stone  structure,  on  the  north  side  of  the  street, 
with  a  spacious  porch  in  front.  James  Workman,  tlie  old  pro])rietor, 
will  he  rememhere<l  as  a  gentleman  of  ruddy  complexion,  gray  hair, 
slim,  hut  erect  stature,  elastic  step  and  curt  speech.  He  jjresided  at 
this  house  for  man}-  years,  and  had  a  wide  )v])utation  for  serving 
good  meals.  This  old  house  Avas  built  bj-  John  McClure  Hezlop  in 
1797,  who  lirst  kvpi  it  as  a  tavern.  James  Bcckley  afterwards  kept 
it.  and  after  his  decease,  it  was  continued  as  a  tavern  hy  his  widow. 
James  Workman  took  charge  of  it  in  1843.  After  AVorkman.  and 
since  the  decline  of  travel  on  the  road,  it  has  been  kept  at  dil^erent 
times  b}'  William  Garrett,  Aaron  AVyatt,  William  Wyatt,  Jacob 
]Marks,  John  G.  Fear,  and  proliably  others.  It  is  continued  as  a  tav- 
ern, and  kept  at  the  present  time  l)y  Fred  Chalftmt. 

The  late  George  E.  Hogg,  for  many  years  a  leading  and  wealthy 
citizen  of  Brownsville,  is  authority  for  the  following  amusing  stoiy 
concerning  James  Workman,  the  old  tavern  keeper,  and  Genei-al 
Jackson.  On  an  occasion  of  one  of  General  Jackson's  frequent  trijjs 
over  the  National  Boad.  the  citizens  of  Brownsville  resolved  to  give 
him  a  public  rece])tion.  All  the  usual  arrangements  for  such  an 
event  were  made,  including  a  dinner  at  Workman's  tavern.  The 
hero,  upon  reaching  town,  was  taken  to  the  Presbyterian  church  to 
listen  to  a  reception  speech  and  receive  the  greetings  of  the  people. 
Soon  after  the  audience  had  settled  down  Mr.  Workman  entered  the 
huilding,  and  forcing  himself  down  the  main  aisle,  and  to  a  front  pew 
occupied  by  General  Jackson,  accosted  him  thus:  '-General  Jackson, 
I  have  been  commissioned  by  the  committee  of  arrangements  to  pro- 
vide your  dinner,  and  have  come  to  impiire  if  there  is  any  ])ar(icular 
article  of  diet  you  ])refer  above  another,  that  I  may  have  the  ])leasure 
of  gratifying  your  taste."  The  old  General  gravely  responded,  "Ham 
and  eggs."  This  seemed  rather  confusing  to  the  old  landlord,  Avho, 
supposing  the  General  was  Jok'ing.  i-ei)eated  his  inquiiy,  when  the 
same  resjtonse  came  a  second  time  and  in  an  em])hati('  tone.  ■' Ham 
AND  K(i(is."  The  old  landlord  then  hastily  Avithdrew,  hurried  home, 
and  commanded  his  cook  to  prepare  ham  and  eggs  for  (Jeneral  Jack- 
son's dinner.  The  ham  of  that  day  was  a  ditferent  thing  from  the 
tlabb}',  tlavorless  so-called  -'sugar  cured"  counterleit  of  the  ])resent 
day,  and  thousands  of  other  \vell  meaning  citizens  besides  General 
Jackson  were  fond  of  the  ham  of  the  olden  time.     Eggs,  of  course, 
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are  the  same  now  as  of  joro,  but  simplj'  and  solel}'  because  modern 
food  corrupters  have  not  discovered  any  method  of  debauchint;'  them. 

Mr.  Hogg,  above  quoted,  is  responsible  also  for  the  following 
stor}':  An  Old  Line  coach  in  which  Henry  Clay  was  a  passenger  was 
upset  on  the  iron  bridge,  and  he  was  slightly  injureil  and  conveyed 
to  the  Workman  house.  Dr.  Stoy,  an  old  practitioner  of  the  place, 
was  summoned,  and  hastened  to  the  relief-  of  the  distinguished  suf- 
ferer. The  old  physician  was  given  to  loquacity,  and  not  a  little 
elated  by  being  called  to  see  so  distinguished  a  patient.  He  pre- 
scribed brandy,  and  to  vary  the  prescrij^tion  and  assuage  the  patient's 
apprehension,  began  the  recital  of  an  old  joke,  meanwhile  holding  in 
his  hand  a  glass  of  brand}".  Mr.  Clay,  perceiving  that  the  story  was 
going  to  be  a  long  one,  interrupted  the  doctor  b}"  suggesting  that  he 
be  permitted  to  drink  the  brandy  without  further  delay,  and  rnVi  the 
glass  over  his  wounds. 

A  few  steps  below  the  Workman  House  an  old  tavern  was  kept 
by  Bazil  Brashear,  and  subsequently  by  James  Searight,  who  left  it  in 
1.^36.  to  take  charge  of  the  ''Xational  House"  in  Washington.  Penn- 
sj'lvania.  The  Brashear  House  was  a  station  for  many  years  of  one 
or  more  of  the  early  stage  lines,  and  in  1825  Gen.  Lafayette  dined  at 
this  house  while  on  his  wa}"  from  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Uniontown.  This  old  house,  built  of  stone,  is  still  standing,  owned 
and  occupied  as  a  private  residence  by  the  widow  of  the  late  Westley 
Frost.  Bazil  Brashear  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Thomas  Brown,  tke 
founder  of  Brownsville,  and  the  grandfather  of  Prof.  Brashear,  the 
distinguished  astronomer  of  Pittsburg. 

James  C.  Becklej"  kept  a  tavern  in  a  frame  house  at  the  head  of 
old  Front  street,  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  local  politician  of 
much  shrewdness,  commanding  a  considerable  following,  a  close  friend 
of  the  late  Hon.  John  L.  Dawson,  and  served  that  old-time,  able  and 
distinguished  statesman  in  man}'  trying  contests. 

Further  down  the  main  street  and  on  the  south  side  near  the 
present  location  of  the  old  Monongahela  Bank,  was  the  Marshall 
House.  This  house  was  first  kept  as  a  tavern  by  William  Reynolds, 
Avho  was  an  agent  of  the  Adams  Express  Company.  Mr.  Eejnolds 
previously  kept  the  old  Abrams  House  in  Petersljurg.  He  did  a  good 
business  at  the  Marshall  House,  which  was  headquarters  for  the  Ex- 
press Compau}'.  This  house  was  subsequently  kept  at  ditfei'cnt  times 
by  Hiram  Holmes,  Isaac  Vance.  Harvey  Schroyer,  J.W.  Kisingerand 
William  Garrett.  After  Reynolds  left  it  the  name  was  changed,  and 
it  was  known  as  the  Petroleum  House.  It  has  not  been  used  as  a 
tavern  for  a  number  of  years. 

William  Reynolds  was  a  native  of  Brownsville,  born  in  1804, 
and  drove  his  father's  team  between  Baltimore  and  Wheeling,  before 
reaching  his  majority.  He  kept  tavern  in  Petersburg  five  years,  and 
moved  from  that  place  to  Brandonville.  Virginia,  where  he  engaged 
in  a  mercantile  venture,  as  a  partner  of  his  uncle,  Zalmon  Ludington, 
esq.     After  a   brief  experience  as  a  merchant,   he   retur)ied   to   his 
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ftither's  old  tavern  west  of  Keyser's  Eidge,  and  alU'i-Avard  resumed 
tavern  keeping  in  Petersburg.  From  Petersburg  he  -went  to  Bro^vns- 
ville.  lie  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident  near  Pittsburg  in  185G. 
while  in  the  service  of  the  Adams  Kxin-ess  Company.  J  lis  son  John 
is  postmaster  at  Confluence,  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  Wil- 
liam ITartman.  the  unfortunate  brakenmn  who  was  shot  and  killed  on 
the  T^altimore  c^-  Ohio  Pailroad.  near  Dnnbai-.  in  August.  1893,  was  a 
grandson  of  William  Jveynolds. 

The  old  Clark  mansion,  located  at  the  east  end  of --the  neck"'  in 
Brownsville,  was  converted  to  a  tavern  about  forty-tive  years  ago.  and 
became  the  headquarters  of  the  Good  Intent  stage  line.  It  was  tirst 
opened  up  as  a  tavern  by  Andrew  Byers,  who  had  ])reviously  kept 
the  Clinton  House  in  ITniontown.  When  Byers  left  it  Daniel  Brown, 
the  old  stage  agent,  took  charge  of  it  and  conducted  it  for  a  brief 
period.  Daniel  Brown's  reputatatiou  as  a  model  tavern  keepei-  has 
been  adverted  to  in  another  chapter  After  Brown's  time  the  patron- 
age of  this  house  was  mostly  of  a  local  character.  The  Clark  House 
Avas  kept  for  a  while  after  Brown  left  it  by  Capt.  ]\rorgan  Mason,  who 
subsequently  located  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  still  resides,  a  leading 
citizen,  and*  an  ex-sheriff  of  that  city.  The  widow  Schroyer  also 
kept  this  house,  and  Matthew  Story,  and  it  is  at  present  kept  by  the 
Theakston  Brothei-s. 

The  Monongahela  House,  a  short  distance  west  of  the  Clark 
House,  on  the  south  side,  was  originally  and  for  many  years  the  pri- 
vate residence  of  Samuel  J.  Krepps.  It  has  been  probably  fifty  years 
since  this  house  was  thrown  open  to  the  public  as  a  tavern.  One  of 
the  McCurdy's  was  first  installed  as  landlord  of  this  house.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Jesse  Hardin,  an  old  stage  driver,  and  Isaac  Bailey, 
William  Cans,  Ephraim  H.  Bar,  Cyrus  L.  Conner  and  John  B.  Krepps, 
son  of  the  owner,  kept  this  house  nearl}-,  if  not  exactly,  in  the  order 
given.  It  was  a  stage  house,  and  had  a  large  run  of  general  custom. 
It  continues  to  be  one  of  the  leading  hotels  of  Brownsville,  under  the 
management  of  David  Provins. 

Thomas  Brown,  James  Auld,  Amos  AVilson  and  James  C.  Beck- 
ley  were  tavern  keepers  in  Brownsville  prior  to  the  construction  of 
the  National  Eoad.  Auld  preceded  Beckley  in  the  old  house  at  the 
head  of  Front  street,  above  meutioned.  Amos  Wilson  kept  the  old 
"Black  Horse"  tavern  on  Front  street. 

A  few  yards  westward  from  the  Monongahela  House  the  road 
crosses  Dnnlap's  creek  over  a  handsome  and  expensive  iron  bridge, 
erected  in  1835,  and  the  first  of  the  kind  west  of  the  Allegheny 
mountains.  The  vicissitudes  attending  the  construction  of  this  bridge 
have  been  alluded  to  in  a  i)revious  chaptei-.  The  stone  work  of  this 
bridge,  which  is  a  fine  specimen  of  heavy  masonry,  Avas  let  by  con- 
tract to  William  Searight,  who  pushed  it  forward  and  com])leted  it  with 
his  characteristic  energy.  David  Chipps,  a  well  remembered  old  citizen 
of  the  vicinitv  of  Uniontown,  and  an  expert  stone  mason,  was  a  boss 
workman  on'this  bridge,  and  the  late  CJen.  William  W.  AVilliams.  wlio 
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in  the  prime  ot  his  life  was  an  excellent  mason,  also  worked  on  its 
walls  and  abntraents.  The  work  was  done  under  authorit}'  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  general  government. 

After  crossing  the  iron  bridge  the  traveler  is  in  the  ancient  bor- 
ough of  Bridgeport.  Here  Jack  Arnold  kept  a  tavern  at  a  very  early 
])eriod.  lie  was  succeeded  hy  John  Riley,  who  for  many  years  kept 
a  wagon  stand.  Eiley  was  a  .'<taunch  citizen,  and  participated  in  the 
public  attairs  of  his  town.  His  tavern  was  near  the  market  house, 
and  was  a  popular  resort  in  the  olden  time.  Isaac  Kimber,  Robert 
Patterson  and  John  ISJ^eelan  kept  taverns  in  Bridgeport  before  the 
National  Eoad  was  made.  The  present  Bar  House  is  on  the  site  of  t  he 
old  Kimber  House.  The  Bar  House  is  owned  by  Ephraim  H.  Bar, 
who  conducted  it  as  a  tavern  for  many  years.  It  was  a  wagon  stand,  , 
and  had  a  good  trade.  Robert  Carter,  old  wagoner  before  mentioned. 
Avas  one  of  the  men  who  for  a  time  successfully  conducted  the  Bar 
House.  Thornton  Young,  George  Garrard,  Matthew  Story  and  Eli 
Bar  kept  this  house  in  recent  j'ears  at  different  times,  and  it  is  now 
conducted  by  W.  F.  Iliginbothaiu. 

It  is  but  a  short  distance  from  the  iron  bridge  before  mentioned 
to  the  long  wooden  bridge  over  the  Monongahela  river.  This  bridge, 
although  a  link  of  the  National  Road,  was  not  built  by  the  govern- 
ment. It  is  a  private  enterjOTse,  and  was  erected  in  1833.  In  1810 
an  act  was  passed  bj' the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  authorizing  the 
Governor  to  incorporate  a  corapanj-  to  build  and  operate  a  bridge  at 
this  point ;  bvit  for  some  cause  the  company  was  not  organized,  and 
in  1830  a  company  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature.  Ephraim 
L.  Blaine,  father  of  the  brilliant  and  popular  statesman,  was  an  in- 
corporator under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1830,  and  the  company 
authorized  by  that  act  promptly  organized,  and  completed  the  bridge 
at  the  date  above  mentioned.  Neil  Gillespie,  the  grandfather  of 
James  G.  Blaine,  was  named  in  the  act  of  1810,  above  mentioned,  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  to  solicit  and  receive  subscriptions  of  stock 
for  the  bridge. 
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Old  Tarerus  and  Tavern  Keepers  conliimed.  —  Broirm^riUc  to  Bi  allnriUe  —  ]) Vs^  llruirnx- 
ville,  the  Birthplace  of  James  G.  Blaine  —  Indian  Hill,  later  knoini  as  Krepps' 
Knob  —  Indian  Peter  and  Neil  Gillespie —  IVie  Adams  House,  John  Cummins, 
Vincent  Owens  —  An  Old  and  Mysterious  Murder  —  Maldoi,  Bnj  Taijlor  — 
Tragic  Death  of  a  Beautiful  Girl  —  Centreville,  John  Boijers,  Zcplt  Iii<j(/h', 
Battelh/  White,  the  luhip-rnaker,  Mrs.  Dutton,  Eli  Railley,  The  Old  Constitution, 
BeaUsrille,  David  Mitcliell,  Andrew  and  Thomas  Kei/s,  Robert  Clufjcjage,  William 
Greenfield,  Mrs.  Chambers,  Charles  Gnttenj. 

From  the  Big  Crossings  to  the  Monongahela  river  at  BroAViisville 
the  road  passes  through  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania.  After  cross- 
ing the  river  bridge  at  Brownsville,  going  west,  the  traveler  reaclics 
the  soil  of  Washington  county,  and  plants  his  feet  in  the  ancient 
village  of  West  Brownsville.  From  the  hill  tops  on  the  road,  as  far 
west  as  Ilillsboro,  glimpses  are  had  of  the  receding  mountains.  AYest 
Brownsville  has  the  great  distinction  of  being  the  birth  place  of 
James  G.  Blaine,  the  foremost  and  most  popular  of  all  American 
statesmen  of  the  present  day.  It  is  related  in  Crumrine's  valuable 
and  well  written  history  of  Washington  county,  that  the  land  upon 
which  West  Brownsville  stands  was  originally  owned  by  Indian  Peter. 
This  Indian  Peter,  at  a  ver}'  earlj'  day,  lived  on  lands  in  the  vicinit}' 
of  Uniontown,  and  gave  name  to  Peter's  street,  the  oldest  street  of 
that  town.  He  had  a  neighbor  whose  name  was  Philip  Shute,  with 
whom  he  was  not  on  friendl}'  terms.  Prior  to  1769  Indian  Peter 
wrote  to  the  authorities  of  the  proprietary  government,  that  ''  lie 
could  not  get  along  with  the  damned  Dutchman,  and  wished  to  give 
up  his  land  for  another  tract."  His  request  was  promptly  complied 
Avith,  and  he  was  given  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and  thii'ty-nine  acres, 
situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  Monongahela  river,  which  was  surveyed 
and  called  "Indian  Hill,"  and  upon  this  tract  stands  the  town  of  West 
Brownsville.  It  embraces  Krep]is'  Knob,  Avliich  together  with  the 
charactei"  of  the  old  owner,  accounts  for  the  luinie  given  the  ti-act. 
Krey)ps'  Knob  is  ten  hundred  and  forty  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  Indian  Peter,  it  seems,  died  in  possession  of  the 
Indian  Hill  tract,  and  it  ])assed  to  his  widow  Mary,  a  white  woman, 
and  his  oldest  son  William.  In  1784  the  widow  and  son  aforesaid, 
sold  the  tract  to  Neil  Gillespie,  the  great-grandfather  of  James  CI. 
Blaine.  The  price  agreed  upon  between  the  parties  was  forty  shillings 
])er  acre,  paj'able  in  instalments  of  money,  ii'on  and  one  negro.    This 
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tract  of  land  remained  in  the  Gillespie  family  for  many  years.  Philip 
Shiite,  the  old  German  neighbor  of  Indian  Peter,  lived  in  Union 
township,  Fayette  county,  now  North  Union,  near  the  late  residence 
of  Colonel  Evans,  and  gave  name  to  the  gushing  mountain  stream 
which  flows  through  the  lands  of  that  vicinity.  The  bridge  over 
the  Monongahela  river  stands  on  an  almost  direct  north  and  south 
line,  and  a  short  distance  from  its  northern  end  the  road  makes  a 
sharp  angle  to  the  westward.  On  the  south  side  of  this  angle  a 
tavern  was  kept  by  Samuel  Adams,  as  early  as  the  year  1820. 
Samuel  Adams  was  the  father  of  Estep  Adams,  the  present  polite  and 
popular  postmaster  at  West  Brownsville.  John  Huston  succeeded 
Samuel  Adams  in  this  old  house.  In  the  early  days  of  the  road  this 
house  was  constantly  crowded  wuth  guests.  At  the  close  of  Huston's 
term,  the  old  house,  which  was  a  wooden  structure,  was  torn  down, 
and  the  present  brick  building  was  erected  on  its  site,  and  continued 
as  a  tavern  throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  road's  prosperous 
era,  and  for  many  years  thereafter.  Joshua  Armstrong  was  the  first 
occupant  of  the  new  building.  His  term  was  prior  to  the  year  1840. 
Morris  Purceil  came  in,  after  Armstrong.  Dr.  Adams,  the  postmaster 
before  mentioned,  when  a  boy,  counted  fifty  road  wagons  standing 
around  this  old  tavern,  in  one  night,  when  it  was  kept  by  Morris 
Purceil.  The  wagon  j^ard,  which  was  large  and  commodious,  was 
located  on  the  west  side,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  house.  Major  William 
Paul,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  succeeded  Purceil  in  this  house,  about 
the  vear  1842,  and  retained  the  extensive  line  of  wagon  custom  with 
which  his  predecessor  was  favored.  James  Watkins,  an  old  stage 
driver  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  was  Maj.  Paul's  bar  keeper  at 
this  house,  and  his  son-in-law,  Thomas  Hamen  Hopkins,  was  the 
successor  of  Maj.  Paul  in  this  house.  His  widow  is  still  keeping  a 
tavern  in  AVest  Brownsville.  She  is  well  up  in  years,  but  her  memory 
is  clear  and  well  stored  with  interesting  reminiscences  of  the  road. 
Greenberry  Millburn  next  had  charge  of  this  house,  and  kept  it  for  a 
brief  period,  wdien  he  retired,  and  his  name  does  not  subsequently 
appear  on  the  roll  of  old  tavern  keepers.  John  Cummins  was  the 
next  occupant  of  this  house.  He  purchased  the  property,  and  held 
it  until  his  death,  wiiich  occurred  near  the  close  of  the  prosperous 
ei-a  of  the  road.  He  was  an  Irishman,  thrifty  and  energetic,  and 
besides  tavern  keeping,  took  contracts  on  public  works.  About  the 
year  1859  this  house  passed  to  the  control  of  Moses  Bennington,  who 
conducted  it  during  the  era  of  the  civil  war.  He  was  succeeded  by 
William  DaAvson,  whose  successor  was  James  B.  Dorsie.  Doc  Bar 
ke])t  the  house  for  a  brief  period,  and  one  of  its  occupants  was  Eobert 
Miller.  U])on  the  ex])iration  of  Miller's  term  Thomas  H.  Ho])kins 
again  took  charge,  and  it  was  subsequently  kept  for  short  periods,  at 
different  times,  by  Solomon  Watkins,  James  Nichols  and  John  Taylor. 
The  house  is  at  present  owned  by  the  Pittsbui-g,  Virginia  and  Charles- 
ton railroad  company,  and  used  as  a  passenger  and  fi-eight  station. 
A  few  hundred  yards  west  of  the  old  Adams  stand,  and  near  the 
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foot  of  the  river  hill,  on  the  river  side,  an  old  stont-  house  was  kept 
as  a  tavern  wIkmi  the  I'oad  was  first  opened,  and  for  a  nnmln'r  of  years 
thereafter.  The  tirst  man  who  eatered  to  the  wants  of  the  traveling 
public  at  this  old  tavern  was  Vincent  Owens,  who  had  been  a  faithful 
soldier  in  AVashington's  army  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The 
])ro]ierty  belonged  to  the  old  Ivre])ps  family  of  the  vicinity,  and  the 
old  tavern  stood  at  the  northwest  landing  of  the  old  Ivr(.'i)ps  ferry. 
Owens  Avas  succeeded  at  this  old  tavern  ^b}'  Samuel  Aeklin,  and  Acklin 
by  John  Krepps,  a  brother  of  Samuel  J.  Krepps.  Morris  Purcell 
succeeded  Kre])])S,  and  went  from  here  to  the  old  Adams  House,  bo- 
fore  mentioned.  The  Krepps  ferry  was  operated  in  connection  with 
the  management  of  this  old  tavern,  and  the  ferry  was  continued  doAvn 
to  the  3'ear  1845.  The  tavern  was  closed  here  long  before  the  decline 
of  travel  on  the  road.  The  father  of  Vincent  Owens  Avas  murdered 
in  this  old  tavern  while  his  son  was  conducting  it.  The  crime  was 
an  atrocious  one,  causing  great  excitement  and  indignation  in  the 
neighboi'hood  at  the  time,  and  the  manner  and  motives  of  the  act 
seem  to  be  shrouded  in  mystery.  Two  persons  who  lodged  in  the 
house  over  night  were  suspected  of  the  crime,  but  they  fled  before 
the  light  of  the  morning  and  were  never  apprehended. 

About  two  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Krepps'  Ferry  an  ancient 
hamlet  called  by  old  pike  boys  Maiden  is  reached.  Here  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road  stands  an  old  stone  tavern,  which  in  the  ])almy  days  of 
the  road  was  a  popular  stopping  point.  It  belonged  originall}'  to  the  old 
Krepps  family,  of  Brownsville,  and  was  designed  and  erected  for  a 
tavern.  It  was  evidentl}'  the  belief  of  the  old  owners  that  a  town 
w^ould  grow  up  on  this  site,  as  they  caused  a  stone  in  the  front  wall 
of  the  old  tavern,  near  the  top,  to  be  dressed  and  inscribed  in  cut  let- 
ters with  the  name  Kreppsville.  This  name,  howeveiv^vas  not  adopted 
by  the  pul)lic,  l)ut  the  place  was,  and  continues  to  be  known  as  Mai- 
den. The  origin  of  this  name  is  not  positivel}"  known,  but  tradition 
has  it  that  a  party  of  emigrants  encamping  on  the  ground  one  night, 
fanc3nng  that  it  I'csembled  the  place  of  their  nativity.  Maiden,  prob- 
ably in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  gave  it  that  name.  Bo  this  as 
it  may.  Maiden  is  the  popular  name  of  the  locality.  The  old  tavern 
hei-e  was  built  in  two  sections  and  at  different  dates.  The  original, 
which  is  now  the  western  section,  was  built  iji  1822,  and  a  dressed 
stone  in  its  front  wall  bears  that  date.  The  second,  or  eastern  sec- 
tion, was  built  in  1830.  It  is  the  second  section  that  bears  the  name 
Ki'('])]»sville,  above  mentioned;  and,  in  addition,  the  stone  slal)  dis- 
closing this  name  shows  the  date  1830,  also  the  word  "■Libert}','"  and 
the  figure  of  a  plow  and  sheaf  of  wheat.  Bry  Taylor  was  the  first 
person  avIio  kept  the  old  tavern  at  Maiden,  and  he  was  constantly 
busy  while  there  in  attending  to  the  wants  of  the  ti'aveling  ])ublic. 
He  had  an  amiable  and  beautiful  daughter,  Kizzie,who  was  accident- 
ally killed  in  this  house,  causing  great  sorrow  in  the  neighborhood. 
Her  brother,  James,  had  been  out  hunting  one  day,  and  returning, 
placed  his  gun  negligently  on  a  table.     His  sister,  Miss  Kizzie,  be- 
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sought  him  to  put  the  gun  in  a  safe  place,  which  he  declined  to  do, 
remarking  that  "it  wouldn't  hurt  anybody  where  it  was."  Miss 
Kizzie  did  not  share  his  confidence  in  regard  to  the  absence  of  danger, 
and  proceeded  to  remove  the  gun  herself  Her  brother  interfered  to 
prevent  the  gun's  removal,  when  a  scuffle  ensued  between  the  parties, 
during  which  the  gun  was  discharged,  and  Miss  Kizzie  was  fatally 
shot.  The  room  in  Avhich  this  sad  aifair  occurred  is  still  pointed  out 
to  visitors.  As  if  by  the  law  of  compensation,  James  Taylor,  the 
brother,  many  years  afterward  was  himself  shot.  He  became  a  river 
man,  and  graduallj-  made  his  way  to  points  down  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sis.sippi,  and  was  finally  shot  and  killed  by  a  United  Slates  Marshal 
near  Memphis.  Samuel  Acklin  followed  Ta3-lor  in  the  old  tavern  at 
Maiden,  and  was  favored  with  a  large  patronage,  consisting  mainly 
of  wagoners  and  drovers.  Acklin  was  at  this  house  as  earl}^  as  1836. 
Samuel  Bailey  succeeded  Acklin,  and  Bailc}' was  succeeded  in  turn  by 
AVilliam  Pepper  and  AVilliam  Garrett.  James  Britton,  now  and  for 
thirt}-  years  past,  has  owned  this  propertj*.  He  occupies  the  old 
tavern  as  a  private  residence,  and  operates  the  fertile  farm  attached 
to  it. 

The  next  point  west,  distant  about  three  miles,  is  Centreville. 
Moving  onward  towards  Centreville  the  traveler  passes  the  old  farms 
and  residences  of  Jonathan  Knight,  the  famous  civil  engineer  of  other 
daj's,  and  Xathan  Fuse}-,  father  of  Hon.  W.  H.  M.  Pusey,  a  leading 
lianker,  Democratic  politician  and  ex-member  of  Congress,  of  Council 
Blufts,  Iowa.  Another  point  of  interest  on  this  part  of  the  line,  is 
the  old  historic  Ta3-lor  church.  Avhich  stands  on  the  north  side  of  the 
road,  a  monument  of  the  religious  tendencies  of  the  good  old  inhab- 
itants of  the  vicinity.  Centreville  was  laid  out  in  1821,  soon  after 
the  road  was  completed,  and  with  special  reference  to  its  completion, 
and  the  anticipated  prosperity  to  ensue  b}- reason  thereof.  It  is  equi- 
distant between  Uniontuwn  and  ^Washington.  The  first  old  tavern 
kept  in  Centreville  was  by  John  Pvogers.  father  of  the  venerable 
Joseph  T.  Piogers,  of  Bridgeport.  It  is  a  brick  house,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road,  still  standing.  Eobert  Eogers  succeeded  his  flither 
in  this  house  and  kept  it  for  man}-  years,  and  died  in  p().ssession.  At 
brief  intervals  in  the  lifetime  of  Eobert  Eogers  this  house  was  con- 
ducted by  Solomon  Bracken,  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Eogers,  and  a  .Mi-. 
Wilson,  the  latter  occupying  it  but  for  one  year.  The  Eogers  House 
was  known  and  noted  throughout  the  entire  period  of  the  road's 
prosperous  era  as  a  quiet,  orderly,  well  kept  tavern.  The  leading 
wagon  stand  in  Centreville  was  on  the  hill  at  the  west  end  of  town, 
a  brick  house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  The  Avagon  yard  was 
in  the  rear.  Zephania  Eiggle  kept  this  house  at  an  early  day,  and 
was  succeeded  in  1845  by  Peter  Colley,  a  nephew  of  AbelColley,  bo- 
fo]-e  mentioned.  Henry  Whitsett  came  in  after  Colle3^  and  next 
Jacob  Marks,  Avho  was  followed  by  William  Garrett,  and  Jesse  Quail 
succeeded  Garrett.  The  property  is  now  owned  by  Joseph  B.  JeftVe^'s 
who  keeps  the  old  tavern  open  for  the  accommodation  of  strangers 
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and  travelers.  The  house  kepi  l>_v  Zeph  l?ii;'gle  on  this  site  was  de- 
stroyed by  fii'e  duriiii!;  liis  iiiemnlieiiey.  and  promptly  rebuilt.  Jiattley 
AVhite.  the  eelehi'uted  inaiiul'aeturer  of  the  wai!;oiuu'".s  bhick  snake 
whip,  before  mentioned,  liveil  in  ('entrcville.  The  house  now  oeeu- 
]iied  liy  .Moi'ris  ("leaver,  on  (he  iiill  west  of  CeJitrt-vilU'.  was  at  one 
lime  a  tavern.  It  was  tii'st  kept  l)y  Charley  Miller,  then  by  Ze])h 
ivi,i::gle.  and  next,  in  183G,  In*  Mrs.  Uutton.  mother  of  John  Jv.  JJutlon, 
the  well  knowm,  reputable  and  prosperous  merchant  of  Brownsville. 
Mrs.  Button  owned  the  property,  and  moved  from  here  to  Brow^ns- 
ville.  after  whieh  this  old  tavern  closed.  Its  cai'eer  was  somewhat 
brief,  but  it  was  a  well  kept  tavern,  and  had  a  good  line  of  custom  in 
its  day. 

About  half  a  mile  w^est  from  Mrs.  Button's  an  old  frame  tavern, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  as  early  as  1824.  displayed  the  sign  of 
the  CoNSTiTi'TiON,  and  entertained  ])rimitive  travelei's  of  the  i-oad. 
This  old  house  was  kept  for  a  while  by  one  Johnson,  but  it  long  since 
disap])earetl  from  view. 

Eli  Ttailley  kept  a  tavern  as  early  as  1830  in  a  lu-ick  house  on  the 
north  side  of  the  road,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Centreville, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  wadow^  Welsh,  who  conducted  it  as  a  tavern 
as  late  as  1850.  This  house  is  still  standing,  ownied  by  Amos  Cleaver, 
and  occupied  by  his  son  as  a  private  residence. 

Beallsville,  distant  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  old  Eailley  tav- 
ern, is  next  reached.  In  proceeding  to  Beallsville  the  traveler  passes 
one  of  the  old  toll  houses,  all  of  which,  as  before  staled,  are  still  stand- 
ing, and  in  good  condition,  except  the  one  near  Mt.  Washington  and 
the  one  on  Big  Savage  mountain.  David  Mitchell,  the  old  collector  at 
the  gate  near  Beallsville.  is  well  remembered  as  a  straightforward, 
honest  and  intelligent  citizen.  Beallsville.  like  Centivville  as  a  town, 
was  the  outgrowth  of  the  National  lioad.  It  was  laid  out  in  1821, 
and  incorporated  as  a  borough  in  1852.  Jonathan  Knight,  the  old 
engineer  Ijefore  mentioned,  surveyed  the  site  of  the  town  and  made 
the  plat.  The  National  Uoad  forms  the  main  street  of  this  town,  as 
it  does  that  of  Centreville.  The  first  old  tavern  reached  in  Beallsville, 
going  west,  was  on  the  north  side,  at  the  east  end  of  the  town.  This 
house  was  first  kept  by  Andrew  Keys,  and  after  him  by  Thomas  Ke3's. 
This  was  previous  to  1840.  It  was  next  ke])t  by  Ivobert  Cluggage.  and 
after  Cluggage,  James  Dennison  kept  it.  Bennison  was  succeetled  by 
Moses  Bennington,  who  afterwards  kept  the  old  Adams  House  at 
West  lirownsville.  Charles  Guttery  also  kept  this  house  in  1854. 
Bennison  was  a  Claysville  man,  and  after  kee])ing  tavern  for  short 
terms,  at  different  ])oints  on  the  road,  returnetl  to  Claysville,  where 
he  died,  lie  was  an  old  wagoner,  as  well  as  a  tavern  keeper,  and 
well  and  favoi-ably  known  on  the  road.  lie  had  an  interest  by  mar- 
I'iage,  or  birth-i-ight,  in  some  real  estate  at  or  near  Claysville,  and 
this  is  doubtless  the  chord  that  divw  him  at  last  back  to  that  point. 
The  old  Keys  tavern  had  a  eoniniodious  wagon  yanl  atLaeheil.  and 
entertained  intmv  old  waijoners. 
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About  the  center  of  the  town  of  Beallsville,  and  on  the  south  or 
west  side,  Wm.  Greenfield  kept  a  famous  old  tavern,  and  he  was  in  man}' 
other  respects  a  famous  old  man.  He  was  tall  and  spare,  with  a 
brown  complexion,  a  defective  eye,  and  a  philosophic  turn  of  mind. 
It  was  his  fortune  to  have  a  good  wife,  and  to  her.  in  great  measure, 
was  attributed  the  high  grade  of  this  old  tavern.  The  traveler  could 
always  get  a  good  cup  of  cotfee  at  Greenfields,  a  rare  thing  in  a 
tavern  and  utterly  unknown  in  a  hotel.  In  addition  to  keeping- 
tavern,  William  Greenfield  was  a  banker,  and  established  the  "Bealls- 
ville Savings  Bank."  His  bank  was  in  his  tavern,  and  his  safe  Avas 
his  pocket.  He  issued  notes  of  small  denominations,  which  were 
handsomely  printed  and  engraved,  and  they  acquired  some  credit, 
and  a  limited  circulation.  The  pressure  of  redemption,  however,  was 
more  than  the  old  banker-tavern  keeeper  could  withstand,  and  he 
was  forced  to  close  business  as  a  banker,  but  continued  his  tavern 
successfully'.  It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  the  old  gentleman  to  state, 
that  no  serious  losses  were  sustained  by  the  uote  holders  of  his  bank. 
He  continued  to  keep  tavern  at  the  old  stand  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  many  years  ago,  and  all  the  old  pike  boys,  from  one  end  of 
the  road  to  the  other,  have  a  kind  word  for  the  memory  of  William 
Greenfield. 

Charley  Miller  ke])t  a  tavern  as  early  as  1830,  and  ]jrobably  be- 
fore that  date,  in  the  brick  house  on  the  corner  opposite  Greenfield's, 
and  this  house  was  subsequentl}-,  and  for  many  years  kept  by  Mrs. 
Chambers.  It  was  a  quiet,  orderly,  and  aristocratic  old  tavern, 
especially  Avhen  under  the  management  of  Mrs.  Chambers,  and  en- 
joj'cd  a  good  reputation  as  an  eating  house.  Benjamin  Demon  took 
charge  of  this  house  after  the  retirement  of  Mrs.  Chambers,  and  kept 
it  for  a  while.  Moses  Bennington  succeeded  Demon,  and  Charles 
Gutter}'  succeeded  Bennington.  Guttery  was  the  last  of  the  old  line 
of  tavern  keepers,  at  this  house.  Beallsville  was  a  station  fur  the 
line  wagons,  and  John  Cook,  an  old  wagoner  whose  home  was  there, 
drove  a  line  team  for  manv  years. 
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Old  Taverns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued  —  BeallsrUleto  Washlii(/to)i — Ililhhoro  — 
The  Old  ITIU  Home  —  SavuwJ  Yoimiun,  next  tu  Old  Mount  the  higt/ent  man  of 
the  Road  —  George  Ringland,John  Noble,  Bill;/  llohinson,  Charlei/  31iller\-<,  TIte 
Gals  House,  Daniel  Ward,  Egg  Nog  Hill,  The  Long  Stretch,  TJunnas  Hastings, 
2'lie  Uplaiul  House,  Joseph  Doak,  The  Mount  Vernmi  TfoKne,  Muj.  Dunhip, 
Charles  Rettig,  Pancake,  Jonathan  Martin,  The  Sample  House. 

Throe  miles  west  from  Beallsville  tlie  ti-avcliT  roaclu's  tlu'  vilhi<i-e 
of  Hillsboro.  This  littU'  lowii  is  another  outgrowth  of  the  Xational 
Road,  and  as  at  Beallsville  and  Centreville.  the  road  foi-nis  its  main 
street.  The  grade  from  Beallsvile  to  lIillsl)oro  is  for  the  most  part 
ascending,  the  hill  going  out  west  from  Beallsville  being  one  of  the 
longest  on  the  road,  and  Hillsboro  is  situate  on  a  lofty  cniiucnce  over- 
looking a  wide  range  of  hills,  and  many  fertile  slo])es  and  valleys. 
(Jn  the  summit  above  Hillsboro,  the  ti-aveler  coming  east,  gets  the 
first  glimpses  of  Laurel  Hill,  thirty  miles  distant  in  the  mountains. 
Crumrine's  history  of  Washington  county,  before  quoted,  informs  us 
that  Hillsboro  was  laid  out  in  the  yeai"  1810,  a  date  coinciiU'nt  with 
the  completion  of  the  road.  The  ]jro])rietors  of  the  town  were 
Stephen  Hill  and  Thomas  McGiflfin,  and  Crumrines  history  contains 
the  following  notice  of  the  first  public  sale  of  lots  : 

''The  ])id)lic  are  informed  that  a  town  has  been  laid  otf,  to  be 
called  Hillsboro,  adjoining  Hill's  stone  tavern.  al>out  e(puil  distance 
from  AYashington  to  Brownsville,  and  that  lots  will  be  sold  on  the 
])remises  on  Monday,  the  19th  day  of  August,  at  jiublic  atu'tion. 
Sale  to  commence  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Stephen  Hill, 

July  19,  1819.  Thomas  McGiffin, 

Proprietors.  " 

Accompanying  the  plat  of  the  town  as  i-ecorded,  says  Crumrine, 
were  these  renuirks:  "The  above  is  a  plan  of  the  town  of  Hillslioro, 
nearly  equi-distant  between  Brownsville  and  Washington,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  theUnited  States  road."  Signed  by  the  proprietoi-s.  Stephen 
Hill  belonged  to  an  old  family  of  that  name,  which  was  among  the 
early  settlers  of  the  region,  and  Thomas  McCiiffin  was  an  old  and 
prominent  huvyer  of  Washington,  and  a  contractor  on  the  original 
construction  of  the  road,  father  of  Col.  Norton  McGiffin,  a  soldier  of 
two  wars,  and  Sheriff  and  member  of  the  Legislature  for  Washington 
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county.  Hill's  stone  tavern  was  in  existence  as  early  as  1794.  In 
the  early  history  of  the  ]S"ational  Road,  and  for  a  number  of  years,  it 
was  the  leading  tavern  of  Hillsboro,  kept  by  Thomas  Hill,  who  was 
not  a  son,  but  a  near  relative,  probably  a  nephew,  of  Stephen  Hill, 
the  old  proprietor.  Samuel  Youman  kept  this  house  fifty  years  ago, 
after  the  retirement  of  Hill.  Youman  was  a  stage  driver  as  well  as  a 
tavern  keeper,  and  next  to  '-Old  Mount,"  as  before  stated,  the  biggest 
man  on  the  road.  One  of  the  stage  lines,  that  on  which  Youman 
was  a  driver,  stopped  at  this  house,  and  it  was  the  only  stage  house 
on  the  road  that  was  largely  patronized  by  old  wagoners,  and  their 
favor  was  obtained  pi'obably  by  reason  of  the  spacious  and  commo- 
dious wagon  yard  in  front  of  the  house.  John  Hampson,  John  Gib- 
son. AVilliam  Dawson  and  Oliver  Lacock  each  in  turn  kept  this  house 
since  Youman's  time,  and  it  is  at  present  continued  as  a  tavern  by 
Mr.  Lacock's  son. 

In  the  year  1827  James  Beck  kept  a  tavern  in  Hillsboro.  He 
Avas  a  member  of  the  old  bridge  builders  firm  of  Kinkead,  Beck  & 
Evans,  and  moved  from  the  "Vance  farm,''  near  Uniontown,  which 
he  once  owned,  to  Hillsboro,  at  the  date  named.  He  remained  in 
Hillsboro  but  one  year,  and  his  successor  in  the  tavern  there  was 
George  Ringland.  Eingland  was  a  citizen  of  some  prominence  in  his 
dav.  a  brother  of  Col.  Thomas  Eingland.  an  old  soldier,  and  a  leading- 
man  iu  the  public  affairs  of  AYashington  county  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tur}'  ago.  David  Eailly  succeeded  Eingland  in  this  house  about  the 
year  1840.  It  was  a  stage  house,  but  did  a  general  business.  After 
Eaillv  this  house  was  kept  at  different  times  b}'  John  Xoble.  Avho 
married  Eaillj^'s  widow,  John  Taylor,  Henry  Taylor,  Jesse  Core  and 
AYilliamEobinson.  Xoble  and  Eobinson  were  both  old  stage  drivers, 
Noble  before,  as  Avell  as  after  his  experience  as  a  tavern  keeper. 
Eobinson  died  a  tavern  keeper,  and  in  the  house  last  mentioned. 
•'Billy"  Eobinson  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popular  men 
of  the  road.  He  was  short  in  stature,  with  reddish  complexion,  dark 
hair,  and  an  amiable  disposition.  He  hauled  many  an  old-time  states- 
man safely  in  his  nimble  coach,  and  afterward  dined  him  sumptuously 
in  his  bountiful  tavern.  There  was  an  old  tavern  in  Hillsboro,  near 
the  centre  of  the  town,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  kept  first  by 
John  Wilson,  and  after  his  time  by  Stephen  Phelps,  and  next  and  last 
by  David  Powell.  Its  career  was  not  as  long  as  many  other  old  tav- 
erns of  the  road,  but  in  its  time  it  was  a  lively  house  and  had  a  large 
run  of  custom.  Zeph  Eiggle  kept  a  tavern  in  what  is  knoAvn  as  the 
Dr.  Clark  house,  on  the  south  side,  in  Hillsboro,  at  an  early  day,  and 
as  at  other  points  on  the  road  where  he  catered  to  the  wants  of  the 
traveling  public,  drew  a  good  trade.  He  was  the  onl}'  person  that 
ever  kept  this  house  as  a  tavern. 

About  two  miles  Avest  of  Hillsboro  the  famous  old  tavern  of 
Charley  Miller  is  reached.  It  is  a  large  and  handsome  brick  building 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  Avas  kept  before  Miller's  time  by 
Henrj'  Taylor.     Miller  did  a  large  business,  and  had  all  sorts  of  cus- 
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loiiuTs.  wilh  a  capacity  to  adapt  liimselt'to  tlu'  wauls  and  wliiins  ot 
cverv  vai'ic'tv.  lie  was  accustuinod  to  say.  in  coiunu'iidation  of  liis 
whisky,  that  it  was  a  huiulred  years  oUl;  that  he  cuukl  vouch  fur  its 
au'c,  for  he  helped  to  make  it.  Parties  of  young  folks  were  accus- 
tomed to  drive  out  from  Washington,  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  to  take 
a  meal  and  have  a  dance  at  Charley  Miller's.  Jlis  meals  were  sump- 
tuous and  savory,  and  gave  his  house  a  reputation  from  which  he  did 
not  fail  to  profit.  Oneof  his  specialties  was  fine  poach  brandy  ,which 
is  graciously  remembered  and  frequently  spoken  of  by  the  survivors 
of  the  old  pike  boys  with  a  glow  of  enthusiasm.  Miller  died  in  this 
hou.sc,  and  it  pa.sscd  to  the  hands  of  David  Ullery. 

"No  longer  the  host  hobbles  down  from  his  rest 
In  the  porch's  cool  shadow,  to  weleome  his  ,i,niest 
With  a  smile  of  delight  and  a  grasp  of  the  hand. 
And  a  glance  of  the  eye  that  no  heart  could  withstand," 

One  and  a  half  miles  Avest  of  Charle}^  Miller's,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  i-oad.  a  tavern  Avas  ke])t  in  a  Avooden  building  many  years  ago 
l>y  William  Plymire.  This  old  tavern  furnished  good  entertainment, 
and  its  old  host  Avas  attentiA^e  and  polite  to  his  patrons.  Plymire  Avas 
succeeded  in  this  house  by  Henry  Yorty,  Avho  kept  it  going  as  a  tav- 
ern until  bis  death,  and  for  some  time  thereafter  it  Avas  kept  by  his 
Avidow,  but  Avas  never  kept  as  a  tavern  after  Mrs.  Yorty's  time. 

The  next  old  wagon  stand  on  the  Avestward  tramp  is  the  "Gals 
House."  This  house  is  situate  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  al)out 
tAvo  miles  Avest  of  Charley  Miller's.  It  is  a  frame  building,  and  once 
was  painted  red,  but  the  red  all  Avore  off  many  years  ago,  and  Avas 
not  replaced.  It  Avas  called  the  "Gals  House,"  because  it  Avas  oAvned 
and  conducted  by  three  maiden  women  of  the  family  name  of  Dague. 
The  grounds  around  this  old  house,  night  after  Jiigbt,  thi-oughout  the 
entire  period  of  the  road's  prospcrit}',  Avere  crowded  Avilh  teams  and 
wagons,  and  the  reputation  of  the  place  Avas  excellent  in  everj^  par- 
ticidar.  The  Dague  gii'ls  Avei-e  the  oAvners  of  the  house,  and  of  about 
eighty  aci-es  of  rich  laud  surj-ounding  it,  and  aflei-  business  closed  on 
the  road,  they  sold  and  con\-eyed  the  property  to  Josc])h  Henderson, 
a  Avell  remembered  and  Avorthy  old  stage  driver,  Avho  Avent  into  pos- 
session and  made  this  place  his  home  for  many  3'ears. 

One  mile  further  west  is  Ward's.  Here  a  Avell  known  tavern 
Avas  kept  by  Daniel  Ward,  all  through  the  flourishing  era  of  the  road. 
and  it  Avas  avcII  kei)t  and  Avell  ])atronized.  Ward  was  rich,  the  owner 
of  his  tavern  staml,  and  a  fine  farm  in  addition,  and  theivforc  nnlike 
many  other  old  tavern  keepers  of  the  road  w  ho  leased  their  houses 
from  year  to  year,  and  cdiange<l  from  jioint  to  point  at  different  times. 
AVard's  taA-ern  is  a  large  frame  house,  on  the  north  sitle  of  the  road, 
Avith  a  si^acious  porch  in  front,  and  a  large  Avagon  yard  convenicntl}^ 
attached,  and  Avas  a  favorite  stoi)ping  place  for  old  Avagoners.  The 
r)ld  house  is  still  standing,  unused.  l)ecause  not  needed  as  a  tavern, 
but  it  remains  a  prominent  landmark  of  the  road,  carrying  the  mind 
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back  to  the  period  of  its  enlivening  scenes  and  moving  pageants 
Daniel  Ward  was  a  pronounced  type  of  the  old  tavern  keeper.  He 
was  rather  a  large  man,  not  fleshy,  but  broad  shouldered,  with  a  slight 
stoop.  His  complexion  was  reddish,  and  he  always  hatl  a  ]»leasant 
smile  wherewith  to  greet  a  guest.  He  wore  a  broad-rimmed,  high- 
crowned,  brown-colored  fur  hat,  with  long,  soft  nap,  the  style  of  hat 
worn  by  all  old  tavern  keepers  and  wagoners  when  dressed  for  special 
occasions.  Mrs.  Ward  was  an  admirable  help-mate  for  her  husband. 
She  Avas  a  large  woman,  of  florid  complexion,  and  full  of  energy  and 
zeal  in  her  occupation.  The  meals  she  spread  befoi'c  her  numerous 
guests  in  all  seasons  were  bountiful  and  relishable,  and  gave  her  hus- 
band's old  tavern  a  wide  reputation.  AVhat  a  change?  Once  all  was 
life  and  animation  at  this  old  tavern,  now 

"The  wind  whistles  shrill,  througli  the  wide  open  doors, 
And  lizards  keep  house,  on  the  mouldering  tioors." 

Four  miles  west  from  Ward's  the  old  and  popular  wagon  stand 
of  Thomas  Hastings  is  reached.  In  proceeding  onward  toward  the 
Hastings  House  a  celebrated  point  is  passed,  known  in  the  peculiar 
vocabulary  of  the  road  as  "Egg  iSTog  Hill."  On  this  hill  for  many 
years  lived  in  retirement  Samuel  Flowers,  one  of  the  oldest,  steadiest 
and  best  known  wagoners  of  the  road.  William  D.  Evans,  residing 
in  Malvern,  Iowa,  a  son  of  Gabriel  Evans,  of  the  old  firm  of  Kinkead, 
Beck  &  Evans,  contractors  and  bridge  builders,  before  mentioned, 
furnishes  the  following  story  as  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  this  hill : 
The  engineei's  in  locating  the  line  of  the  road  Avere  much  exercised 
in  fixing  the  grade  at  this  point,  and  Ijefore  arriving  at  conclusions 
the  sun  went  down,  and  with  a  view  probably  of  stimulating  their 
minds  to  clearer  conceptions,  they  ordered  a  bucket  of  egg-nog  to  be 
served  in  their  shanty.  Partaking  freelj"  of  this  ancient,  agreeable 
and  strong  beverage  during  the  night,  they  proceeded  next  morning 
with  the  work  in  hand,  and  established  the  grade  without  further 
embarrassment.  The  chain  carriers  and  other  employees  were  called 
in  to  the  rough,  roadside  banquet,  and  the  region  all  around  echoed 
the  notes  of  that  night's  revelry,  and  ever  thereafter  the  locality  has 
been  known  as  "Egg  Nog  Hill."  If  this  is  a  true  account  of  the 
origin  of  the  name,  and  the  authority  quoted  is  respectal)le  and  cred- 
ible, there  are  man}'  persons  willing  to  aver  that  the  influence  of  the 
egg  nog  was  anything  but  propitious,  since  the  grade  of  the  road  at 
this  point  is  nothing  to  boast  of.  At  the  foot  of  Egg  Nog  Hill  a  val- 
le}'  is  reached  over  M'hich  the  road  passes  for  a  distance  of  two  miles 
on  a  level  grade,  varied  hy  slight  undulations,  terjninating  at  or  near 
the  old  Buchanan  postoffice.  This  portion  of  the  road  was  called  by  old 
stage  drivers  "The  Long  Stretch,"  and  over  its  favorable  grade  stage 
teams  sped  with  more  than  ordinary  rapidity.  It  is  considered  ger- 
nniine  to  state  in  this  connection,  that  the  general  grade  of  the  road  has 
been  much  and  sharply  criticised,  and  by  many  condemned  outright. 
The  main  |)oint  of  objection  urged  against  the  grade  is,  that  it  involves 
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many  long  ami  sifcp  hills,  which  cnuld  have  been  avoided  hy  niakini;; 
side  cuts  and  oeoupvini>;  the  valleys,  and  this  is  true,  but  any  other 
location  would  liave  lengihened  the  line  and  increased  tlie  cost  of 
construction  and  maintenance.  David  Shriver.  of  Cumberland,  was 
the  chief  engineer  in  <  harge  of  the  location,  and  instructed  b\-  the 
(iovernment  to  nnike  the  line  as  straight  as  ])raclicable,  within  the 
limit  of  a  tive  degree  elevation.  Besides,  there  was  a  popular  theory 
when  the  line  was  located,  that  a  I'oad  over  hills  was  not  as  fatiguing 
to  horses  as  a  road  with  a  uniform  grade.  It  was  argued  that  a  horse 
is  ju'ovided  with  two  sets  of  mnscles.  one  of  wliich  is  used  in  going 
up  and  the  other  in  going  down  a  hill,  and  the  conclusion  was  tliat 
horses  were  relieved  and  rested  by  a  change  from  an  up  to  a  down 
grade.  After  this  digression,  the  reader's  attention  is  invited  back  to 
the  old  tavern  of  Thomas  Tlastings.  It  is  situate  on  the  summit  of  a 
hill  of  average  length  and  grade  on  tlu'  south  side,  and  a  short  dis- 
tance back  from  the  road.  The  location  of  this  bouse,  with  reference 
to  the  road,  is  similar  to  that  of  the  old  red  tavern,  two  miles  east  of 
Brownsville.  The  Hastings  House  Avas  a  leading  tavern  of  the  road, 
all  through  its  prosperous  era.  The  large  patronage  it  enjoyed  is  the 
best  evidence  that  it  was  well  kept. 

John  W.  McDowell,  of  Uniontown,  an  ex-Count}'  Commissioner 
of  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  working  on  the  road  in  1844 
under  the  superintendency  of  William  Searight,  and  Ixnirding  at  the 
Hastings  House.  On  the  morning  of  the  election  of  that  j'ear  he  rose 
'•  brigbt  and  early,"  took  his  breakfast  '-before  the  break  of  day," 
mounted  a  horse,  and  rode  to  Mt.  Washington,  the  polling  place  for 
Wharton  township,  which  was  his  home,  in  time  to  vote  for  Polk  and 
Dallas.  McDoAvell  frequently  relates  this  incident  of  his  life,  w  Iumi 
recounting  his  party  services,  and  lays  jiarticular  stress  on  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  dining  room  girls  gladly  furnished  him  his  bivak- 
fast  and  cheered  him  on  his  mission.  The  distance  from  the  old  Hast- 
ings tavern  to  Mt.  Washington  is  forty-two  miles. 

While  the  road  Avas  undergoing  construction,  there  was  a  tavern 
al)Out  midway  of  the  "Long  Stretch,"  and  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road.  It  was  kept  b}^  one  Smith,  of  the  extensive  American  family 
of  that  name.  At  times  there  was  great  disorder  and  much  tumult, 
amounting  almost  to  riot,  at  this  old  tavern,  and  on  one  of  these  occa- 
sions the  old  militia  of  Washington  county  was  ordered  to  the  scene 
to  enforce  the  keeping  of  the  peace.  These  disorders,  like  similar 
outbreaks  of  the  pi-esent  day,  were  no  doubt  attributable  fo  the  im- 
moderate use  of  intoxicants. 

Within  a  few  hundred  feet,  and  west  of  the  old  Hastings  house, 
Samuel  Hiighes  kept  a  tavern  in  1844  and  before,  and  ])rohably  a 
short  time  after  that  date.  His  house  was  a  large  and  imposing 
frame  building  on  the  north  side  of  the  i-oad,  and  known  in  its  day 
as  the '■  Upland  House."  This  luime  a])peared  on  the  sign  boar.d. 
The  surroundings  of  this  house  were  attractive.  It  had  an  aristo- 
cratic air  about  it.  and  enjo3'ed  an  aristocratic  patronage.     While  old 


JOHN  w.  Mcdowell. 


THE    OLD    PIKE.  271 

Avagonei's  crowded  the  Hastings  House,  travelers  in  chaises  and  tine 
carriages  stopped  at  the  I'pland.  By  some  means,  and  many  years 
ago,  this  old  house  was  demolished,  and  a  fine  brick  building  erected 
on  its  site,  owned  and  occupied  by  Joseph  Doak,  who  was  at  one  time 
a  superintendent  of  the  road. 

About  one  and  a  half  miles  west  ot  the  Upland  House.  Major 
James  Dunlap,  at  a  verj-  early  period  of  the  road's  history-,  kept  a 
tavern  on  the  south  side,  on  an  elevation  and  a  little  distance  back 
from  the  roadside.  It  was  called  the  'Mt.  Yernon  House,"  and  was 
doing  l>usiness  as  early  as  the  year  1816,  two  years  before  the  road 
was  compk'ted  as  far  west  as  Washington.  Major  Dunlap  was  a. 
prominent  man  of  his  day,  and  brigade  inspector  of  the  Washington 
county  (Pennsylvania)  militia,  an  office  of  no  little  consequence  in  the 
early  history  of  Pennsylvania.  Major  Dunlap  subsequently  kept  the 
Jackson  House  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  Before  reaching  the 
Mt.  Yernon  House,  an  old  round  toll  house  is  passed,  where  William 
Hill  collected  tolls  for  many  years  from  the  throngs  of  travelers  on 
the  road.  The  old  Mt.  Yernon  House  was  supplanted  by  a  new  one, 
under  the  direction  of  Charles  Eettig,  who  became  the  owner  of  the 
property.  The  nt'W  house  is  a  brick  structure,  and  was  a  wagon 
stand.  There  was  an  abundant  water  supply  at  this  house,  and  old 
stage  drivers  and  wagoners  halted  upon  reaching  it  to  refresh  their 
teams.  Charles  Pettig  died  about  the  year  1860.  He  was  a  staunch 
and  sturdy  citizen,  and  possessed  the  confidence  and  enjoyed  the  re- 
.spect  of  all  his  neighbors. 

The  next  point  west,  but  a  short  distance,  is  invested  with  more 
than  ordinary  intei-est.  It  is  Pancake,  sometimes  called  Martinsburg, 
and  in  later  years,  to  a  limited  extent,  known  as  Laboratory.  But 
Pancake  was  the  original,  and  remains  the  popular  name.  It  is 
almost  within  eyesight  of  AVashington.  The  first  tavern  here  was 
kept  by  George  Pancake,  and  hence  the  name  given  the  place.  His 
house  was  a  small  log  building,  erected  near  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century,  and  probably  the  first  house  in  the  village.  Pan- 
cake did  well  with  the  means  at  his  command,  but  his  old  house  was 
not  equal  to  the  growing  wants  of  the  road,  and  after  it  was  removed, 
and  the  old  proprietor  called  to  his  final  reckoning,  Jonathan  Martin 
appeared  on  the  scene.  Martin  was  a  discerning  man,  and  foreseeing 
the  future  of  the  Xational  Eoad  as  a  great  highway,  built  a  large 
brick  house  for  use  as  a  tavern.  It  is  situate  on  the  north  side  of  the 
road,  two  stories,  tAvelve  large  and  comfortable  rooms,  and  was  erected 
in  the  year  1825.  A  spacious  porch  runs  the  entire  length  of  the 
house  and  approaches  the  edge  of  the  road.  Jonathan  Martin  kept 
this  tavern  from  the  date  of  its  erection  until  business  closed  on  the 
road,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  that  it  was  in  charge  of  J.  W. 
Holland,  back  in  the  forties.  Since  the  close  of  its  career  as  a  tavern 
it  has  been  occupied  as  a  quiet  farm  hou.se.  Martin  was  a  genial 
landlord,  and  made  money  at  tavern  keeping.  A  short  distance  back 
from  the  tavern  he  had  a  liorse-])OAver  grist  mill  and  a  carding  machine 
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wliich  lie  ()])er;iteil  for  ;i  ihiihIh'I'  of  years,  tlius  su])|>loinoiilini!;  liis 
li'jiins  as  a  (avci'ii  kccju'i-.  (iciicral  Jackson  was  on  oiir  occasion  a 
H'liost  of  Mai'lin's  1a\crn.aM<l  llie  celcltratcd  1  lHMi|ui;i;in.  Alcxamlcr 
( "aniiilicll.  frc(|iicnt  l\"  loll^■(M|  williin  its  vciicralilc  \\;ilU  and  sat  at  its 
iHiiintcoiis  talilc. 

As  early  as  l.S2t  (umh'^c  IJinulanil  kept  a  \vai;'oii  stand  tavern 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  hoi'oni;'h  limits  of  \Vashini;'lon.  His 
old  liouse,  a  eonunodioiis  hrick  Imildini!;,  is  still  stamlinii".  situate  on 
the  north,  or  at  this  jioint  rather,  east  side  of  tlie  road,  with  sutlicient 
ground  intervenini!;  to  form  a  <i;ood  waii'oii  yard.  John  Samjile  suc- 
ceeded Ringland  at  this  old  stand,  and  hecame  the  owner  of  the  prop- 
erty. It  is  now  the  jirivate  residence  of  William  Woi'kman.  es(|..  ami 
has  not  Vieen  kejtt  as  a  tavern  since  1844. 


CHAPTER    XXXVIII, 


Ohl  Tacerns  and  Tairrn  Keepers  continued  —  Washington  —  Wa-<hin(jton  and  Jeffer- 
son College  —  The  Female  Seminarii —  Juvux  Wilson,  first  Tavern  Keeper  in 
Washington —  Tlieliro  Dodds  —  Major  MeConnick^x—  Tlie  White  Goose  and  the 
Golden  Sa-an  —  llallanCs  Old  Wagon  Stand — The  Valentine — The  Baeh  — 
Tlie  Gen.  Andrew  Jaclson — The  Globe — Tlie  Cross  Kegs— The  Lidian 
Queen —  The  Mermaid —  The  Rising  Sun  —  The  Gen.  Brown  —  The  Fountain 
—  Bilhf  Bronii  and  Jimmy  Brown— The  Mansion  — John  N.  Dagg  —  A 
Giant  Boot  Jack  —  Tlie  American  —  The  Fulton  —  The  National  —  Surratt^s — 
The  Greene  House. 

Washington  became  a  point  on  the  Xational  Eoad  by  force  of  a 
provision  in  the  act  of  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  approved  April 
yth,  1807,  before  recited.  In  a  retrospective  view  that  seems  to  have 
been  a  wise  provision.  Washington,  it  is  true,  is  older  than  the  r(xi(l. 
but  without  the  i-oad  it  would  be  difficult  to  conjecture  what  the  his- 
tory of  the  town  would  have  been  from  1818  down  to  1852.  That 
the  road  had  much  to  do  in  promoting  the  growth  and  prosperity-  of 
the  town,  there  can  be  no  question,  and  it  must  also  be  conceded  that 
the  town  contributed  in  good  round  measure  to  the  life  and  prosper- 
ity of  the  road.  Washington  is  one  of  the  largest  and  prettiest  towns 
on  the  road,  not  as  well  favored  l)y  location  as  Uniontown.  While 
Washington  possesses  many  very  important  advantages,  it  has  at  the 
same  time,  like  other  towns,  its  disadvantages.  For  example,  it  is  a 
dry  town.  It  was  not  dry  in  the  palmy  days  of  the  old  pike.  No 
liquor  can  at  this  time  be  lawfully  sold  in  Washington  as  a  beverage, 
and  the  town  is  not  over  abundantl}-  supjjlied  with  good  Avater.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  town  is  justly  distinguished  for  the  su])eri()rity  of 
its  educational  institutions.  Washington  and  Jeft'erson  college  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  land.  Its  graduates  include  many  of  the  ablest  men 
of  the  country,  Ijoth  of  the  present  and  the  past.  Everj'where,  at 
every  leading  point  in  our  widely  extended  Pepublic,  the  graduates 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College  are  pushing  ahead  at  the  i'ront, 
ill  all  the  learned  ])rofessions.  in  the  judiciary,  and  in  every  line  of 
honorable  industry.  It  is  not  a  dude  college,  as  many  nioi-e  preten- 
tious colleges  are,  but  a  working  college,  sending  out  woi-kcrs,  equip- 
ped like  men,  to  run  the  race  set  befgre  them.  The  Female  Seminary 
is  another  institution  of  which  the  citizens  of  Washington  are  justly 
proud.     It  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  similar  institutions,  and   for 
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iiioiv  Ihau  half  a    cfiilui'v.  yoar  nlXvv  year,  has   snit    out    its   i;railii- 
atcs  to  (.'lierr  aiul  ln-iiihtcii  the  worhl. 

Tlio  writer  of  lliesc  lines  eoiitesse^to  an  aftectioii  lor  Washiiii;toii, 
which  no  vicissitude  of  life  or  time  can  alienate,  lie  was  educated 
at  her  college,  and  if  lie  failed  in  ohtainiui;'  a  thoroni;-!!  education,  it 
was  not  the  fault  of  his  veneraMe  ((had  mater.  J)r.  David  .McCon- 
ough}',  Avho  ])resided  over  the  college,  when  the  writer  was  a  student 
within  its  halls,  deserves  to  be  classed  among  the  Saints.  A  ])urer 
man  never  lived.  He  was  a  Christian,  who  never  entertained  a  douht, 
and  a  scholar  in  the  In-oadest  sense;  and  it  is  most  gratityiug  to  the 
thousands  of  graduates  and  friends  of  the  college  scattered  broadcast 
throughout  the  land,  to  know  that  Dr,  Motfatt,  the  ])resent  head  of 
the  institution,  is  a  worthy  successor  of  that  venerated  president.  Tl»e 
Avriter  also  retains  the  sweetest  recollections  of  the  old  citizens  of 
AVashington,  and  cherishes  with  deepest  feeling  his  associations  at 
college  with  James  G.  Blaine,  who  subsequently  became  the  most 
illustrious  statesman  of  his  generation,  and  many  others  who  have 
written  their  names  high  on  the  scroll  of  fame. 

There  may  be  some  readers  inclined  to  think  that  the  iileiiding 
of  stage  drivers  and  wagoners  Avith  doctors,  teachers  and  statesmen, 
is  a  strange  commingling:  but  it  is  not.  Historv  is  literatui"e,  and 
stage  drivers  and  wagoners,  like  other  classes,  and  occupations  of 
men,  enter  into  the  web  and  woof  of  history. 

James  Wilson  hung  out  the  first  tavern  sign  in  "Washington.  His 
house  w^1S  a  log  structure,  and  stood  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Main 
and  Beau  streets,  now  covered  by  Smith's  store.  He  opened  up  busi- 
ness in  1781,  and  was  licensed  by  the  court  to  dispen.se  the  ardent  at 
"Catfish  Camp."  He  continued  business  in  this  house  down  to  the 
year  1792.  The  old  Su]n'einc  Judges  stopped  at  Wilson's  tavern 
when  they  went  to  AVashington  to  hold  the  courts  of  Oj'cr  and  Term- 
iner. Whether  they  were  fed  on  roast  pig,  as  Chief  Justice  McKean 
at  Salter's  old  tavern  in  Uniontown,  does  not  appear  of  record.  After 
Wilson's  time  this  house  was  enlarged  and  otherwise  improved,  and 
continued  as  a  tavern  by  Michael  Ocheltree,  who  remained  in  charge 
down  to  the  year  1812,  when  a  man  of  the  name  of  l\otroti'  was  in- 
stalled as  host,  Eotroft'gave  way  to  John  Kline,  who  came  u])  from 
the  Cross  Eoads,  nine  iniles  west  of  Brownsville,  and  took  charge  of 
the  house,  under  the  sign  of  "Gen.  Wayne."  Capt.  John  McCluney 
follow^ed  Kline,  and  he  in  turn  was  followed  by  Joseph  Teeters  and 
Jose])h  Hallam.  Hallam  kept  the  house  until  probably  1840,  when 
he  went  down  town  to  take  charge  of  the  old  wagon  stand  on  the  site 
of  the  present  Valentine  House.  When  Hallam  left  it  the  old  AVil- 
son  House  ceased  to  be  a  tavern. 

As  early  as  1782  John  Dodd  kc])!  tavern  in  a  log  hou.sc  on  the 
east  side  of  Main  street,  nearly  <)])positc  the  court  house,  and  re- 
mained its  host  until  his  death  in  1795.  He  died  while  returning 
home  fi'oiu  a  trading  trip  to  New  Orleans.  John  AVilson  next  took 
charge,  and  conducted  its  affairs  for  many  years,  associated  with  stir- 
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ring  events,  down  to  a  period  as  late  pro1)abl3^  as  1835,  when  llie 
honse  disappeared  as  a  tavern.  John  Dodd  was  an  ancestor  of  the 
nunierons  Dodds  now  of  Washington  and  vicinity,  most  of  whom 
have  taken  to  the  ministry  and  other  learned  professions. 

Charles  Dodd,  a  brother  of  John,  above  mentioned,  kept  a  tavern 
on  Main  street  in  1782,  in  a  log  honse,  recently  occupied  l)y  llohert 
8trean"s  hardware  store.  The  first  courts  of  Washington  county 
were  held  in  this  old  tavern,  and  the  county  jail  was  a  log  stable  in 
the  rear  of  the  lot  on  which  it  stood.  Charles  Dodd  kept  this  tavern 
for  ten  years,  and  sold  out  to  Daniel  Kehr,  who  continued  it  a  short 
time,  but  finding  it  unprofitable,  took  down  his  sign  and  went  to 
shoemaking. 

John  Adams  kept  a  tavern  from  1783  to  1789.  Its  location  is 
not  accui'ately  known,  and  so  in  the  case  of  John  Colwell,  a  tavern 
keeper  of  178-1.  In  1785  Hugh  Means,  Samuel  Acklin  and  William 
Falconer,  were  tavern  keepers  in  Washington.  Acklin  continued  in 
the  business'until  1788.  and  Falconer  until  1791.  AVilliam  Meetkirk, 
who  was  subsequently  a  justice  of  the  })eace  for  many  3'ears,  kept  a 
tavern  on  Main  street  from  1786  to  1793,  in  the  house  until  i-ecently 
occupicMl  b_y  Mrs.  McFarland,  and  it  is  not  unlikeh'  that  this  is  the 
house  kept  by  Colwell  and  Means. 

Maj.  George  McCormick  kept  a  tavern  in  1788,  and  Col.  John 
May's  journal  compliments  it   by  this  entry:   "Thursday,   Aug.   7, 

1788,  set  out  from  the  hotel  at  four  o'clock,  and  at  half-past  eight  ar- 
rived at  Maj.  George  McCormick's  in  Washington,  where  we  Invak- 
fasted.  This  is  an  excellent  house,  where  New  England  men  ])ut  u])."" 
The  writer  regrets  his  failure  to  ascertain  the  exact  location  of  this 
old  tavern. 

Hugh  Wilson  (son  of  James)   kept  a  tavern   in  Washington  in 

1789,  and  John  McMichael  in  1790,  the  locations  of  which  are  not 
now  ascertainable. 

Charles  Valentine  kept  the  "White  Goose"  in  1791.  This 
house  stood  on  the  lot  now  covered  by  the  Valentine  House.  The 
name  Valentine  is  ])rominently  identified  with  the  National  IJoad 
from  the  date  of  its  construction  to  Ihc  ])resent  time.  The  "White 
Goose"  was  the  symbol  iinder  which  this  old  tavern  sailed  until  the 
year  180(i,  when  it  assumed  the  more  poetic  name  of  "Golden  8wan," 
umler  the  management  of  John  IJettigg.  Hettigg  was  relieved  from 
its  cares  and  responsibilities  in  1810  by  Juliana  Valentine,  who  ])re- 
sitled  over  its  destinies  down  to  the  year  1819.  It  next  passed  to  the 
control  and  management  of  James  Sargeant.  who  ke])t  it  for  a  brief 
period,  and  tui-iicd  it  over  to  John  A'^alentine  and  licwis  Valentine, 
who  coiilinued  it  down  to  1825.  It  was  next  kept  for  two  yeai"s  by 
John  Hays.  In  1827  it  was  ke])t  l)y  Isaac  Sumny.  under  the  sign  of 
the  "Washington  Hall.  "  It  was  kept  by  Samuel  Donley  and  various 
other  y)ei'sons,  down  to  about  the  year  1840,  when  as  before  stated,  it 
passed  to  the  control  of  Joseph  Ilallam.  In  Hallam's  time  it  was  a 
pojmhir  wagon  stand,  and  did  a   large  business.     Hallam  was  a  man 
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l)flo\\  llic  iiu'tliuiii  .sizr,  ;i  lilllf  s^lunju'd.  and  t»t'  (|ui(.'l  ik'nu-aiioi-.  Ifi- 
had  a  _i«;ood  Avaujon  3'ai'd,  and  eatcrod  tn  the  tastes  olOld  waudiu  is  in 
:m  ti^Toeahli'  inamu'i'.  The  liappiest  moments  of  A mus  Waltz  were 
thi>sr  ill  which  he  inserted  the  ^var  pole  between  the  spokes  of  the 
hind  wheel  ot  a  road  wagon,  as  it  stood  on  llallani's  yard,  and  aftei"- 
wai-d  took  a  di-iiik  with  the  jolly  wagoners  inHallam's  old  har-rooin. 
In  1847  or  J  848  the  present  Valentine  Ilonse  was  built,  and  kept  for 
many  years  thereafter  liy  Maj.  Geo.  'V.  iranimond.  It  was  also  k-ei)t 
a  while  bv  ex-Sheritf  Andrew  Bruee.  afterward  by  ex-Sheritf  Hugh 
Keys,  ami  later  and  until  a  reeeiil  date  by  William  F.  Diekey.  and  is 
now  ealled  the  •'Allison  House." 

In  17II1  Michael  Kuntz  kept  a  tavern  where  Vowells  drug  store 
stands.  This  house  was  kept  in  1707  by  John  Scott,  under  the  sign 
(if  the  ••  ySpread  Eagle."  I.  Neilson.  John  Fisher,  Samuel  McMillen, 
and  .lohii  Ferguson,  were  all  old  tavern  keepers  of  AVashington. 

Joseph  llustou  kept  the  "  Buck  Tavern  "  as  early  as  1796.  This 
is  a  stone  house  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  below  Maiden.  Hus- 
ton kept  this  house  until  1812,  and  died  in  it.  His  widow  succeeded 
him  for  a  brief  ])eriod,  and  leased  the  house  to  James  Sargeant.  who 
kept  it  until  1815,  when  Mrs.  Huston  again  went  in,  and  kept  it  until 
182(J.  She  afterward  re-married,  lost  her  second  husband,  and  was 
keeping  this  house  in  1838  as  Elizabeth  Fleming,  and  it  Mas  con- 
tinued after  that  date  b}^  her  son,  William  B.  Huston.  The  old  Buck 
is  still  standinic,  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  town. 

In  1797  James  Workman  kept  a  tavern,  the  site  of  which  is  not 
known.  He  continued  until  1813,  when  he  went  to  farming.  After 
three  yeai's'  experience  in  farming  he  returned  to  town,  and  opened 
a  tavern  under  the  sign  of"  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson."  This  old  tavern 
stood  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street,  below  the  "  Globe  Inn."  It  was 
sub.sequently  ke])t  b}'  Maj.  James  Dunlii])  of  the  old  Alt.  A^'rnon 
House,  east  of  Pancake. 

Fi-om  1798  to  1806  Dr.  John  J.  Lemoyne  ke])t  a  tavern  on  the 
south  side  of  Main  street,  where  an  old  road  came  downi  over  Gallows 
Hill.  This  house  was  afterward  kept  l)y  Jacob  (iood,  and  continued 
for  a  number  of  years  by  his  widow. 

'^riie  ■■  Globe  Inn  "  was  one  of  the  most  famous  old  taverns  in 
Washington.  It  was  located  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street,  at  the 
corner  of  Strawl)erry  alle}'.  This  house  was  0])ened  as  a  tavern  in 
1797,  and  in  the  next  year  passed  to  the  haiuls  of  David  Morris,  and 
was  kept  l)y  him,  continuously,  until  his  death  in  1834.  (leneral  La- 
Fayettc  was  entertained  at  this  house  in  1825,  and  it  was  a  favorite 
stop]iing  place  of  Henry  Clay,  and  many  other  statesmen  and  heroes 
of  the  olden  time.  This  old  tavern  was  a  frame  building,  and  re- 
mained standing  until  IS!)].  Bev.  William  I*.  Alrich,  an  old  and 
po|)ular  professor  of  mathematics  in  Washington  college,  married  a 
ihiughter  of  David  Moi-ris. 

One  Fox  ke])t  a  tavern,  at  an  early  period,  in  a  house  that  stood 
on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  where  the  Morgan  Block  now  stands. 
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Tliu  ••  Cross  Keys'"  was  a  popular  tavern  of  the  olden  lime.  It 
stood  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Wheeling  streets,  opposite 
the  A''alentine  House.  It  was  opened  in  1801  b}*  James  MeCamant, 
who  kept  it  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1813.  Tradition  has 
it  that  he  died  from  the  effects  of  a  -Ijite  by  a  nnid  wolf  His  widow 
continued  it  for  about  two  years,  when  she  tj^uit  it  to  take  charge  of 
the  '•  General  Washington  House,"  nearly  opposite  the  court  house. 
She  returned,  however,  after  a  time  to  the  "Cross  Keys,"  and  Avas 
keeping  that  house  as  late  as  1831.  In  the  year  last  named  she 
cau.sed  to  be  inserted  in  a  town  paper  a  notice  that  she  furnished  din- 
ner and  horse  feed  for  twenty-five  cents,  and  boarding  and  lodging 
for  jurors  and  others  attending  court  for  two  dollars  a  week.  The 
'■Cross  Keys"  was  kept  afterward  at  different  dates  by  James  Sar- 
geant.  Charles  Eettig,  John  Bradtield,  William  Blakely  and  Otho 
Hartzell.  Ih  closed  as  a  tavern  previous  to  1844.  James  MeCamant, 
the  fir.st  proprietor  of  the  '-Cross  Keys"  tavern,  was  the  father-in- 
law  of  Joseph  Henderson,  esq.,  a  prominent  and  popular  old  lawyer 
of  Washington. 

Christian  Keitfer  kept  a  tavern  in  1805  at  the  sign  of  "Wash- 
ington." Keiffer's  career  as  a  tavern  keeper  must  have  been  a  brief 
and  an  uninteresting  one.  since  old  inhabitants  are  unable  to  locate 
his  house,  although  it  bore  a  name  that  should  and  does  survive,  in 
every  other  form  except  in  its  application  to  Keitlers  old  tavern. 

John  Ki]"k  kept  a  tavern  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury in  a  house  that  stood  on  Wheeling  street,  west  of  Main.  This 
house  was  painted  red  and  penciled  to  imitate  brick.  After  Kirk 
left  it  William  Wilson  became  its  proprietor.  He  was  known  as 
"Center  Billy."  He  did  not  tind  tavern  keeping  suflficiently  profit- 
able, and  quitting  the  business,  turned  his  attention  to  blacksmithing 
and  wagon  n^aking.  The  old  name  of  Wheeling  street  Avas  "Belle." 
aixl  the  present  name  was  given  it  liy  the  old  stage  drivers  and  wag- 
oners, because  it  intersected  the  old  road  leading  to  Wheeling. 

The  "Indian  Queen"  was  an  old  and  well  remembered  tavern  on 
Main  .street,  opposite  the  court  house.  It  Avas  opened  in  1808  b}' 
John  McCluny.  In  1815  it  changed  its  location  and  solicited  public 
]>atroiuige  on  Main  street,  above  Chestnut,  where  Justice  Donehoe's 
residence  now  is,  under  the  auspices  of  its  old  founder,  John  Mc- 
Cluny aforesaid.  In  its  new  location  it  became  the  headquarters  of 
the  Jackson  Democracy.  This  house  was  kept  by  Thomas  Officer, 
and  was  known  as  the  "Green  Tree,"  before  McCluny  placed  it  un- 
der the  shield  of  the  -Indian  Queen."  It  was  afterward  occupied 
by  John  Johnson,  who  kept  it  for  a  number  of  years,  and  it  ceased 
to  do  business  as  a  tavern  during  his  occupanc}'. 

About  the  year  1820  John  Manuel  kept  a  tavern  in  a  white  frame 
house  on  the  west  side  of  ]\rain  street,  immediatelj-  below  the  present 
depot  of  the  Baltimore  k  Ohio  railroad. 

There  was  an  old  tavern  in  Washington  at  an  early  day  kept  by 
Jacob  Molei".  and  known  as  "The  Mermaid."     It  was  located  on  the 
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xiiilli  ^il|^■  III  West  ^Vlu•l•^mi;■  si  rct-t .  and  on  lln'  lot  now  owned  liy 
Cliark's  hric'hoi'st.  It  aviis  the  hoad(iuai'ters  of  the  lliliei-nians.  and 
Avliile  it  did  not  as])ire  to  rival  the  ••  Gh)he"  or  tlie  "  Rising  Sun.  '  il 
Avas  in)t  laekini;-  in  patronage.  It  (h)es  not  a])i)ear  to  have  been  coji- 
timied  as  a  ta\ern  after  the  time  of  Molor. 

'^riie  ■•  iiising  Sun."  a   U-ading  tavern   in   its  <hiy.  occupied  a   h)l 
Jiear  the  corner  of  Main   and  Chestnut  .streets,  almost  directly  o]>])o- 
site  the  house   subse<iuently   Unown   as   "The  JNIausion."     The  Hrst 
pro])rietor  of  the  '-Eising  Sun  '  was  James  Garrett,  and  he  I'eniained 
in  (diarge  until  1S22.     lie  was  active  in  his  business,  and  accustomed 
to  say.   '-AValk   in,  ■walk   in,  gentlemen:   J   keep  a  decent  house,  and 
provide  sweetened  bitters."     James  Bricelancl  kept  this  house  foi"  one 
yetir,  after  w'hicli  he  turni'd  it  back  to  Garrett,  w4io  continued  to  keep 
it  until  it  passed  to  the  hands  of  John  ]Sr.  Dagg,  who  kept  it  until  he 
])urchased  the  -Mansion  Jlouse,  '   on  the  opposite  corner,      it  is  said 
that  one  hundred  teams  have  been  seen  standing  around  the  --Eising 
Sun"   in  a  single  night.     Briceland  went  down  to  the  lower  end  of 
town   and  took  charge   of  the   house   subseciuently  known  as  "The 
National."      Jn   1823  while   Dagg  was  keeping  the  '-IJising  Sun,'"   a 
townsman  and  an  old  wagoner  had  an  altercation   in  the  bar-room, 
and  Dagg  pitched  them  l)oth  out  into  the  street.      In  the  descent  the 
wagoner's  head  struck  the  curb-stone,  fiitally  injuring  him.  Mr.  Dagg 
was  ])rosecuted  and  arraigned  for  murder  in  consequence,  but  acquit- 
ted by  the  jury  on  the  ground  that  the  homicide  was  more  the  result 
of  accident,  than  any  intention  to  kill.     During  the  brief  term   of 
Mr.  Briceland  at  the  "IvisingSuu"  he  had  as  guests  on  one  occasion, 
Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  family  and  suite.     The  distinguished  party 
were  en   route  to  Washington  City,   and   u])on   departing  from  the 
'■Eising  Sun"  woyq  honored  by  an  escort  of  citizens  of  AYashington 
as  far  east  as  llillsboro. 

In  1821  Enoch  Miller  opened  a  tavern  in  a  large  lirick  house  at 
the  west  end  of  town,  nearly  opposite  the  old  Methodist  church,  which 
stood  on  Chestnut  street,  a  little  below  Franklin.  lie  called  his  house 
the  "General  Brown,"  and  it  was  well  patronized.  Ivichard  Donald- 
son kept  this  house  after  Miller's  time.  Upon  quitting  the  "General 
Brown"'  Enoch  Miller  opened  the  "Fountain  Inn,"  a  brick  building 
nearly  o])])osite  and  a  few  doors  east  of  the  ••General  Brown,''  on 
Chestnut  street,  and  he  was  succeeded  in  this  house  in  1825  1)y 
George  Ringland.  William  1'.  Byles  was  an  old  proprietor  of  this 
house  also. 

AVilliam  J.  Brown,  called  "Old  Billy,"  kept  a  tavern  as  early  as 
1882.  and  foi-  many  years  thenuifter,  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street 
near  the  centei'  of  town.  1 1  was  a  frame  building  and  had  a  fair 
])aying  custom.  It  was  known  for  a  time  as  the  •■  Farmers"  Inn,"  and 
later  as  the  "Black  Bear."  The  old  proprietoi-  was  a  quaint  charac- 
ter, and  much  pestered  by  the  boys  of  the  town.  AVith  all  his  troubU's 
and  tribulations  he  managed  to  lay  aside  a  sufficiency  of  worldly 
goods  to  protect  himself  against  the  requirements  of  a  rainy  day. 
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And  there  was  old  ".limni}^  Brown,"  another  odd  character,  not 
a  rehition  of  "Billy."  Jimniy  was  an  Irishman,  and  knew  how  to 
make  and  keep  money.  He  kept  a  tavern  for  many  years  in  a  white 
frame  honse  opposite  the  court  house,  and  near  the  "Fulton."  lie 
called  his  house  "  The  Franklin."  His  savings  were  sufficient  to  war- 
rant him  in  tearing  down  his  old  honse  and  erecting  in  its  stead  a  fine 
new  brick  structure,  which  he  did.  After  building  his  new  house  he 
married  a  wife,  and  was  w^armly  congratulated  by  his  numerous 
friends.  AVith  the  assistance  of  his  wife  he  continued  to  enter- 
tain the  ])ublic  until  his  death,  leaving  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  his 
business  to  his  bereaved  widow,  who  soon  after  remarried  and  retired 
to  private  life.  The  house  is  now  used  for  mercantile  purposes,  one 
of  the  best  locations  in  town.  Jimmy  Brown,  when  occupying  his 
old  house,  was  accustomed  to  say  to  his  friends:  "I  have  some  nice 
fesh,  come  away  to  the  cellar  with  me,  and  see  mj  fesh."  He  had  no 
license  then. 

The  Mansion  House  w^as  a  leading  tavern  in  AVashington  from 
the  time  it  commenced  business  until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  which 
occurred  after  the  National  lload  ceased  to  l)e  a  great  thoroughlare. 
It  was  located  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Chestnut  streets. 
Before  the  "Mansion  House  "  was  built  an  old  red  frame  house  stood 
on  this  corner,  which  was  kept  as  a  tavern  by  a  man  whose  sui-nanie 
was  Scott.     John  N.  Dagg  bought  this  property  prior  to  his  with- 
drawal from   the  "Eising  Sun,"  on   the  opposite  corner,  and  com- 
menced to  improve  it.     The  outcome  of  his  enterprise  was  the  erec- 
tion  of  a   large  brick  building,  known  as  the  Mansion  House,  with 
extensive  sheds  and  staldes  in  the  rear.     About  the  year  1834  Mr. 
Dagg  leased  the  premises  to  John  Irons,  who  conducted  the  house  foi- 
a  period  of  two  years,  after  which   Mr.  Dagg  returned  as  landlord, 
and  continued  to  keep  it  down  to  the  year  1844,  or  thei'eabout,  when  he 
leased  it  to  S.  B.  and  C.Ha3^es,  who  conducted  it  for  a  brief  period,  and 
w^ere  succeeded  by  Bryson  and  Shirls,  subsequently  of  the  St.  Charles 
Hotel,  Pittsburgh.    The  Good  Intent  line  of  stages  gave  its  patronage 
to  the  "American,"  when  that  house  was  kept  by  the  Messrs.  Hayes, 
and  to  the  "Greene  House,"  when  it  was  kept  by  Daniel  Brown. 
Thereafter  the  headquarters  of  that  line  were  at  the  Mansion  Hoiise, 
and  it  was  headquarters  for  the  Pilot  line  when  the  Good  Intent 
stopped  at  the  "American."    The  Mansion  House  had  a  large  country 
trade,  as- well  as  that  derived  from  the  National  Road.     The  old  bar 
room  was  of  immense  size,  and  the  old  proprietor.  John   N.  Dagg. 
was  one  of  the  largest  men  on  the  road.      He  was  not  fat,  Init  tall, 
and  widely  proportioned.    He  provided  for  his  country  guests  a  large 
upright  bootjack,  with  side  bars,  which  acted  as  levers,  designed  to 
5:5teady  the  toe   in   the  operation   of  drawing  off  a  boot.     Ilalf  cut, 
cheap  leather  slippers  were   also   ]n-ovi(le(l,  and   u])on   pulling  their 
boots,  guests  put  on  these  slippers,  and  in  the  mornings,  ])iles  of  boots. 
nicely  polished,  were  placed  in  a  corner  of  the  bar  room,  to  await  the 
return  of  their  owners  from  the  slumbers  ot   the  night.      It  was  n(»t 


280  TllK    OI.P    PIKK. 

nil  uiH'OiniiKiii  thiiii;'  to  see  seoros  of  country  ])C'()j)le  sittiiii;'  iilioui  in 
llio  liiti"  l»iii"  I'onin  iii'ter  siijijior,  lalkiiii;'  ovi'i'  tlic  events  of  the  day,  all 
wearini;"  the  sli|)])ers  referred  to,  ]tre])aratory  to  i^'oini;'  to  rest  for  the 
nii;ht.  at  the  eai'ly  hed  time  of  tliat  ha])])y  jieriod.  James  K.  I'olk. 
wife  ami  suite,  stopjied  al  the  Mansion  House  on  the  inanii'ural  tri]> 
in  ISl").  The  •■  l^'xamiiier,  under  (hxte  ol'  Feliruarv  15.  18-4"),  <;ave 
the  followiui;"  account  of  the  I'eception  of  the  disting'uished  party: 
■■  I'rivsidenl  I'olU  arrived  in  our  lioroui^'h  on  Monday  evening"  last, 
about  5  o'eloelv,  escorted  by  quite  a  ri'sjiectable  number  of  our  citi- 
zens. Tlie  President  was  accomjianied  liy  his  lady.  J.  Knox  AValUei'. 
his  private  seci'etary.  and  blaster  .Marshall  I'olk.  comjii'isiiii;'  the  Presi- 
dcnt's  family:  also  Colonel  Butler,  of  Kentucky,  Judge  Hubbard,  of 
Alabama,  and  Messrs.  T.  K.  Stevenson.  J.  G. Harris  and  J.  N.  Essel- 
man.  The  arrival  of  the  President  having  been  sooner  than  was 
antici])ated.  and  intelligence  of  the  same  having  I'cached  us  on  Sal»- 
balh  last,  the  arrangements  on  the  ))arl  of  our  citizens  were  not  so 
complete  or  extensive  as  they  woidd  liave  lieen  under  other  and  more 
favorable  circumstaiK-es.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  President  at  the 
Mansion  House  he  was  addressed  by  I)r.  Wishart.  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  reception,  in  a  spirited  and  a])])ro])riate  manner,  to 
which  the  President  respomled,  to  the  evident  gratification  of  the 
large  asscmbh"  of  persons  who  were  present.  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks  Colonel  Polk  alluded  to  the  nnbonnded  feeling  of  gratitude 
which  tilled  his  bosom  for  (he  distinguished  partiality  which  ha<l  been 
exteiide<l  toward  him  by  his  fellow  citizens:  to  the  great  resjxmsi- 
bility  which  that  partiality  had  devolved  upon  him;  to  his  inijilicit 
confidence  in  that  powei*  which  controls  the  destinies  of  individuals 
as  well  as  nations;  to  his  determination  to  act  for  the  best  interests 
of  our  beloved  country,  and  the  vital  impoi'tance  of  freedom  of 
opinion  and  contrariety  of  sentiment  among  a  Jvei)ublican  people. 
In  concluding  his  remarks,  the  President  expressed  a  strong  desire  to 
interchange  congratulations  with  as  many  of  our  citizens,  of  all 
jiarties,  as  time  and  circumstances  would  permit.  ,\fter  the  formal 
rece])tion  was  completed  the  President  was  conducted  into  the  .Man- 
sion House,  and  during  the  evening  was  waite<l  upon  by  many  hun- 
dreds of  our  citizens,  from  town  and  country,  without  ])arty  distinc- 
tion. Many  of  the  ladies  of  our  boi'ough.  with  the  Pi'inci])al.  assistant 
teachers  and  young  ladies  of  our  Female  Seminai-y.  also,  called  n]i<iii 
]\Irs.  Polk,  whose  jilalii.  dignified  an<l  fascinating  de])ortnieiil  and 
intelligent  conversation  rendered  her  comj>any  exceedingly  ])leasanl. 
.Mrs.  Polk  has  cei'tainh'  not  been  too  highly  complimented,  bv  the 
many  notices  which  have  been  bestowed  u])on  hei'.  as  a  lady  most 
.•idmiralily  suited  to  the  ilischarge  of  the  ])eculiar  duties  which  await 
her  as  the  wife  of  the  i'resident-elect.  On  Tuesday  morning  at  H 
o'clock  the  President  and  suite  left  oui-  borough,  in  good  health  and 
spirits,  for  Uniontown,  at  which  jilace  they  remained  over   night.  ' 

The  P^iltfiii   House  was  a  proiiiincnl    house   of  eiilcrlaimnciil    in 
Washington  for  many  j'ears.    It  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Main  ami 
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Eeau  streets,  nearly  opposite  the  court  house.  John  Purvianee  kept 
a  tavern  on  the  Fulton  House  site  from  1790  to  1805.  and  three  years 
thereafter  went  to  Chu'.sville.  as  stated  elsewhere  in  these  pages.  Eich- 
ard  Donaldson  succeeded  Purvianee  in  this  old  house.  John  Fleminjj;- 
kept  a  tavern  on  this  corner  in  1820.  called  -The  Philadel])hia  an<l 
Kentucky  Inn."  In  Jannary.  1821.  a  tiiv  occurred  in  this  house,  on 
occasion  of  the  marriage  of  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Fleming,  which  par- 
tially destroyed  the  building,  and  saddest  of  all,  burnt  to  death  one 
of  the  old  proprietor's  daughters.  After  the  present  large  brick  build- 
ing was  erected  on  this  corner.it  was  called  --The  American  House." 
and  was  kept  by  8.  B.  and  C.  Hayes  previous  to  1840,  and  after  them 
b}^  John  Huey.  In  1846  or  1847  it  was  leased  hy  Henry  Fulton,  who 
came  from  "Westmoreland  county,  Penns3dvania,  and  tinder  his  man- 
agement it  took  the  name  of  the  "  Fulton  House/'  which  it  retained, 
and  under  which  it  became  widely- and  favoral)ly  known,  until  it  was 
given  the  absurd  name  of  "Hotel  Maine."  The  Fulton  House  was 
admirably  conducted  and  extensivel}^  patronized. 

The  National  House  was  the  headcjuarters  of  the  Stockton  line 
of  stages.  It  is  located  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Maiden 
streets.  The  firm  name  of  the  vStockton  line  of  stages  was  ••  The 
National  Road  Stage  Company,"  and  it  has  been  seen  that  this  line 
Itestowed  its  favor  upon  Y>^iblic  houses  bearing  the  name  -National." 
In  1821  Samuel  Dennison,  who  came  from  Greensluirg,  Pennsylvania, 
kept  an  old  tavern  that  stood  on  the  site  of  the  "National  House." 
It  was  then  known  as  ••  The  Travelers' Inn  and  Stage  Office."  It 
was  sttbseqtiently  enlarged  and  im])roved,  and  in  1823  passed  to  the 
control  of  James  Briceland,  under  the  name  of  the  "  National  House.  ' 
Its  next  occupant  was  John  Irons,  Avho  was  succeeded  by  James  Sea- 
right,  in  1836.  and  he  in  turn  by  Daniel  Yalentine,  George  T.  Ham- 
mond. Edward  Lane,  Adam  C  Morrow  and  Elliot  Seaburn.  It  was 
an  elegant  eating  house  in  the  days  of  staging,  and  at  its  best  under 
the  management  of  Hammond  and  Lane,  respectively.  It  is  now 
called  the  "Auld  House,"  and,  as  in  many  other  instances,  its  old 
prestige  departed  M'ith  its  old  name.  James  Searight  went  from  the 
"National  House"  to  Zanesville.  Ohio,  and  kept  a  tavern  there  for  a 
short  time,  and  returning  to  Washington,  leased  the  "  Greene  House," 
which  was  tiianaged  by  his  son.  AVilliam.  These  Searights  were  of  a 
Cumberland,  Maryland,  family. 

As  early  as  1815  liichard  Donaldson  kept  a  tavern  on  Maiden 
street,  opposite  the  Female  Semimiry.  This  old  house  was  surrounded 
by  s])acious  grounds,  and  there  was  a  ball  alley  in  the  rear  of  it, 
which  attbrded  means  of  exercise  aiul  amusement  for  the  town  boys 
of  the  olden  time.  James  Workman  succeeded  Donaldson  in  this  old 
tavern,  and  he.  in  1830,  was  succeeded  by  Samuel  Surratt.  father  of 
.himes  F.  Suri-att,  the  ]>oi)ular  postmaster  of  Steubenville.  Ohio.  Major 
William  Paull  kept  this  house  previous  to  1840,  and  for  a  time  there- 
after, and  at  the  close  of  his  term  it  Avas  ]uirchased  by  the  trustees  of 
the    Female   Seminar}',  since   which  time  it    has   j'oi-iiied  a    portion  of 
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llirrral  (.'statr  lH'li)iii;-iiiij;  loilial  iii^t  it  ill  idii.  ^lajoi'  I'aiill  caiiK'  to 
this  liduso  IVoiu  the  old  stoiu-  hoiiso  on  Wiiidiiii;-  l^idii't',  and  kr))t  it 
as  a  \vai;"()n  stanch  Jt  had  good  liu-ilities  lor  the  acconinio(hition  of 
wagoners,  by  reason  of  the  s))aeious  gi-onnds  before  mentioned,  and 
these. in  connection  with  thefaet  that  .Major  I'anii  wasan  e.xpt'rienced 
tavt'rn  kee])er  of  the  roaih  attracted  a  large  and  ]irotitalilc  ]iatronage. 

'IMu'  "(Jreene  Jlonse."  a  ])0])nhir  tavern,  was  hxateil  on  tlie  east 
si(U'  of  ^fain  street,  south  of  the  ]\ransion  llonse.  and  on  a  lot  for- 
merly owned  hy  Jolin  \j.  (iow.es(|.  It  was  kejit  in  1842  hy  William 
Searight.  hefoi'e  mentioned,  who  was  snceee(led  hy  S.  B.  and  ('.  Hayes, 
whose  occupancy  was  brief,  and  about  ISK!  it  came  under  the  ec^ntrol 
of  Daniel  lirown,  one  of  the  most  competent  landloi'ds  of  his  day  and 
generation.  During  Ei-own'.s  ineumbeney  it  luid  the  patronage  of  the 
Good  Intent  Stage  coini)any.  I'rown's  bar-keeper  was  Px'njamin 
White,  who  woi'i'  his  hair  long  and  had  a  sear  on  his  face.  llis  i-m- 
l)lo_yer  always  addressed  him  as  "Benny," and  eonfided  in  his  integrity 
to  the  fullest  extent,  and  in  very  trutli  'Benny' was  entirely  wortliy 
of  his  employer's  eontidenee.  Whitliei-  this  (piaiivt  old  l)ai'-kee])er 
<lrifte(l.  when  the  eeli])se  came  over  the  sunshine  of  the  road,  is  not 
known,  but  his  name  deserves  to  be  ])erpetuated  in  history. 

Most  of  the  facts  contained  in  this  eha])ter  rest  on  authority  of 
Trumrine's  history  of  Washington  county.  Pennsylvania. 
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Old  Tarerns  and  Taiern  Keepers  continued — WaKJiington  to  WckI  Alexander  — 
RaHJcinfown  —  John  Rankin  —  Andrew  McDonald  —  Frcal->i  of  an  Old  ]Vag<m- 
inaker  —  Robert  Smith  — John  Couhon — Millers  —  BediUions—  The  S  Bridge 
—  Caldirells  —  Mrs.  Broindee  —  Another  Widon-  McClelland —  Claj/sville  — 
JoJni  Sargent  —  An  erent  in  the  Life  of  Dan  Rice  —  Ba:U  Broun  —  Den- 
nisons — Tlie  Walker  H(nise  —  Jonathan  D.  Leet — Coon  Island  —  JoJni 
Canode — Rogerx  and  the  Dougltcrtys  —  John  Valentim'. 

After  passing  Washington  the  ancient  little  village  of  Eankin- 
town  is  reached.  It  is  situated  a  short  distance  over  the  top  of  the  hill 
leading  np  from  Cattish,  and  a  little  over  a  mile  from  AVashington. 
Here  a  tavern  was  kept  in  earl}- times,  by  one  Spalding,  who  seems  to 
have  failed  in  impressing  liis  name  on  the  locality.  His  successor  was 
John  Eankin,  Avho  dying,  left  his  name  behind  him.  His  house  was 
a  large  frame  building  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  with  the  cus- 
tomary wagon  yard  attached.  AVhile  this  old  tavern  did  a  large 
wagoner's  ti'ade,  its  agreeable  old  host  ministered  largelj'  to  the  wantf 
of  the  traveling  public  Avithout  distinction.  As  before  intimated 
wagoners  as  a  rule  preferred  countrj'  taverns,  and  this  is  proliabl}' 
the  reason  so  many  of  them  halted  at  Eankin's  rather  than  proceed- 
ing on  to  Washington,  going  east,  where  a  number  of  good  taverns 
were  located,  l)ut  being  in  a  large  toAvn.  more  or  less  under  the  ban 
of  "  tony  places."  John  Eankin  owned  the  old  tavern  stand  at 
Kankintown,  and  after  conducting  it  for  man}'  3'ears  during  the 
tlourishing  era  of  the  road,  to  use  a  common  plirase  of  the  road, 
•'died  with  the  harness  on."  His  widow  continued  to  keep  tavern  at 
the  old  stand  until  about  the  year  1847,  when  growing  old  and  tired 
of  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  tavern  keeping,  concluded  to  re- 
tire to  private  life,  and  leased  the  premises  to  a  Mr.  Johnson,  who 
conducted  tlie  house  down  to  the  fifties.  Avhen  he  was  succeeded  by 
Andrew  McDonald,  who  remained  in  charge  until  the  activities  of 
the  road  ceased.  The  private  residence  of  the  late  Hon.  William 
Montgomery  Avas  for  a  number  of  years  on  the  roadside  near  the  old 
Rankin  tavern.  He  was  an  illustrious  old  pike  boy  and  championed 
the  glories  of  the  road  on  many  an  occasion,  Ivankintown  is  now  an 
incorporated  borough,  under  the  nanicaud  style  of  West  Washington. 
Imt  the  glf>ries  of  the  old  ])ik'e  all  rest  and  abidt'  behind  the  jirc^cnl 
inunici])ality. 

(  28.3  ) 
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Ill  1  >^  I  I  ami  >iil>sri|iu'iil  to  thai  dati'.  A  1|)Im'iis  M  iirpliy.  a  wau'tni- 
inakiT.  lived  and  operalrd  a  slioj)  lu-ar  the  old  liaiikiii  tavoi'ii.  Ho 
g'uiiied  a  local  notoriety  lor  jiroclainiini;' in  a  loud  voice  in  season  antl 
out  of  season,  his  sontinuMits  on  eurreiil  to]»ies.  and  t's]!eeially  ]iolit- 
iciil  issues,  lie  was  a  man  of  ^reat  jiliysical  strent!;tli,  and  a  skillful 
workman.  IFe  had  no  scvn]iles  ai;'ainst  takinj;' an  oceasional  li'lass  of 
the  ])ure  whisky  that  aliounded  on  the  I'oad  in  his  day.  and  was  a  h'e- 
(|uent  visitor  to  Washington.  Prom]»te(|  jiossiMy  hy  the  influence  of 
the  active  element  mentionetl,  he  was  accustomed  to  ascend  the 
cupola  of  the  \Vashin<;-ton  court  house  and  from  the  l)alustrade  near 
its  summit  ii;ive  vent  to  his  feelin<;-s.  mainly  of  a  hemocratic  tendenc}'. 
in  stentorian  tones  that  startled  the  whole  coniniunily.  Xotwith- 
sttandinii"  the  hoisterous  tits  that  marked  and  may  have  marred  his 
life,  he  passed  quietly  away  from  the  scenes  of  earth,  and  will  he  Ions;- 
and  kindly  rememliered  I»y  those  who  knew  him. 

Two  miles  west  of  Eaiikintown  Kohei't  Smith  ke]>t  a  tavern  as 
early  as  the  year  1818.  At  this  ])oint  the  National  Road  crossed  an 
ancient  roadway  leading  from  Washington  to  Wheeling,  and  IJohert 
Smith  kejit  a  tavern  here  on  the  old  road.  Jt  was  a  frame  house  on 
the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  in  after  years  becann'  the  homestead 
and  private  residence  of  Jacob  \yeirich,  who  died  its  possessor. 

Less  than  a  mile  west  of  Smith's  John  Coulson  kept  a  tavern  as 
early  as  1820,  and  probabl}^  before  that  date.  His  house  was  a  frame 
Imilding.  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  The  old  building  was  torn 
tlown  many  3'ears  ago.  and  a  brick  structure  erected  in  its  ]»lace. 
Coulson,  the  old  proprietor,  has  been  dead  tii'ty  years,  and  at  his 
death  his  tavern  was  closed,  and  not  again  re-opened  as  a  public  house. 
The  old  wagoners  and  stage  drivers  who  were  familiar  with  Coulson "s 
tavern  long  since  passed  to  other  scenes,  along  with  its  old  ]^roprietoi'. 

About  one  mile  west  of  the  old  Coulson  House  the  well  remem- 
bered and  ])oj)ular  wagon  stand  of  John  Miller  is  reached.  ^liller 
moved  to  this  point  in  1836  from  a  stand  two  miles  west  of  Pratt's 
Hollow,  and  east  of  Cumberland,  as  before  stated.  The  Miller  house 
here  is  a  large  brick  buihling,  with  all  the  necessary  outbuildings  for 
a  tavern,  and  a  good  wagon  3'ard.  It  is  situate  on  tlu'  north  side  of 
the  road.  To  gain  the  wagon  yard  going  west,  old  wagoners  as- 
cended a  steep  grade,  but  on  the  other  side  the  way  was  level.  ^Filler 
had  a  good  custom  at  his  tavern  east  of  Cumberland,  and  his  old 
friends  followed  him  to  his  new  location.  He  had  long  experience  as 
a  tavern  keeper,  and  furnished  satisfactory  entertainment  to  the 
traveling  public.  Previous  to  1830  Tje^'i  Wilson  keyit  this  house,  and 
entertained  the  first  crop  of  wagoners  on  the  road,  and  tradition  at- 
tributes to  him  a  good  fame  as  a  tavern  kee])er.  Miller  died  in  this 
house.  A  son  of  Levi  Wilson  married  a  daughter  of  John  Miller, 
and  since  the  death  of  the  latter  has  been  occujiying  this  old  tavern- 
stand  as  a  private  residence. 

At  the  foot  of  the  hill  west  of  Miller's,  and  on  the  iioi'tb  side  of 
the  road,  is  the  (»ld    Bedillion  tavern.      'I'his  house  was  kept  as  earlv 
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US  1830  by  one  Seoti,  and  as  late  as  1848  by  Christly  Wolf,  and  later 
by  George  Boyd,  but  owing  to  a  usage,  in  some  instances  difficult  to 
account  for,  it  is  better  known  as  Bedillion's,  especially  among  old 
wagoners,  than  by  any  other  name.  Bedillion  was  a  German,  and 
his  first  name  was  Abraham,  and  he  probably  possessed  German 
traits  and  practices  which  made  an  impression  on  old  wagoners  not 
to  be  forgotten.  lie  kept  this  house  in  183G.  Wolf  also  w^as  of  Ger- 
man origin,  but  his  manners  and  methods  were  of  the  American  type. 
He  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  his  neighborhood,  and  wielded  con- 
siderable local  influence,  and  was  likewise  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Buck,  Lyon  and  Wolf,  contractors,  before  mentioned.  The  old  Bedil- 
lion tavern  is  a  large  frame  building,  Avith  a  high  porch  in  front. 
George  Bo3'd  took  charge  of  this  house  in  the  early  fifties.  He  ex- 
changed the  shoe  business  in  Washington  for  what  he  no  doubt  con- 
sidered the  more  pi'ofitable  pursuit  of  tavern  keeping  on  the  old  pike. 
In  this  he  seems  to  have  been  disappointed.  His  career  as  a  tavern 
keeper  was  not  successful,  and  there  Avere  two  reasons  for  it.  First, 
he  began  too  late,  and  second,  he  was  not  a  pike  boy,  and  therefore 
not  familiar  with  the  Avants  and  ways  of  the  road. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  road,  about  one  mile  west  of  the  S 
Bridge,  and  as  far  back  in  the  past  as  seventy  years,  one  Andrew 
Caldwell  (not  a  relative  of  James,  hereinafter  mentioned),  kept  a 
small  Avooden  tavern  and  entertained  primitive  travelers  and  neighbor- 
hood callers  in  primitive  style.  An  old  blacksmith,  bearing  the  sur- 
name McSAviggin,  Avas  found  dead  near  this  old  taA^ern,  and  there  Avas 
an  undercurrent  of  suspicion  in  the  neighborhood  that  AndrcAV  Cald- 
Avell.  aforesaid,  had.iu  some  manner  and  for  some  purpose,  taken  the 
old  blacksmiths  life.  However, no  prosecution  Avas  instituted,  and, in 
fact,  no  legal  investigation  made  as  to  the  cause  of  the  mysterious  death  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the  re])utation  of  the  early  pike  boys,  that 
the  suspicions  Avhispered  against  the  old  tavern  keeper  Avere  groundless. 

The  next  noted  old  laA'ern  on  the  Avestward  march  is  Mrs.  Cald- 
Avell's,  seven  miles  from  Washington.  Before  reaching  Mrs.  Cald- 
Avell's,  the  celel)rated  S  Bridge  is  passed.  This  bridge  takes  its  njTme 
from  its  shape,  Avhich  rcseml)les  the  letter  S.  It  is  a  large  stone 
bi-idge  over  a  branch  of  Buffalo  creek.  Near  this  bridge  a  county 
road  leads  to  Taylorstown,  celebrated  in  recent  years  for  its  oil  devel- 
opments, and  in  this  vicinity  reside  James  Noble  and  John  Thom])- 
son,  two  old  Avagoners  of  the  road,  mentioned  in  a  previous  chapter. 
There  is  a  postoifice  here  called  "S  Bridge,"  Avhich  atfords  postal 
facilities  for  a  rich  and  ])0])ulous  neigh boi-hood.  In  early  times  there 
Avas  a  tavern  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  H  Bridge,  and  one  at  its  western 
end.  These  old  taverns  accommodated  the  public  in  their  day,  Imt 
their  facilities  Avere  limited,  and  they  ceased  to  entertain  strangers 
and  travelers  ])revious  to  1840.  Caldweirs  is  tbe  tavn-n  mentioned 
l)y  Mr.  Blaine,  in  the  opening  cha]>ter  of  this  volume  on  old  taverns. 
James  Caldwell  owned  and  conducted  this  old  tavern  from  the  time 
the  road  Avas  opened  up  for  travel,  or  ver}'  soon  thereafter,  until  the 
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year  1838.  wlicn  lio  died,  and  his  Avidow.  lloskT  Caldwell,  kc'iil  it 
going  us  a  tavern  from  tlial  date  nntil  1873.  so  that  she  was  one  of 
the  oldest  tavern  keejters  of  lln'  road.  The  house  is  a  large  and 
handsome  struetui-e,  near  the  snmmit  of  a  long  hill,  and  on  the  sonth 
side  of  the  road.  It  is,  at  the  present  time,  oceujned  by  J.  A.  trordon, 
Avho  entertains  the  public,  and  as  of  old,  the  house  is  a  favorite  resort 
of  pleasure  seeking  parties. 

A  half  a  mile  west  from  Caldwell's,  the  widow  Brownlee  kept  a 
tavern  in  the  early  history  of  the  road.  Her  house  Avas  a  frame 
building  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  Eohei't  Hall  afterwards  kept 
this  house,  and  u))on  his  retirement  it  ceased  to  do  business  as  a 
tavern. 

On  the  top  of  the  hill  west  of  Mrs.  Brownlee's  the  Avidow  Mc- 
Clelland kej^t  u  tavern  sixty  years  ago.  She  Avas  not  of  the  famous 
tavern  keeping  fjimily  of  McClelland,  of  IlniontoAvn.  This  Avidow 
McClelland  Avas  keejMng  tavern  at  the  point  mentioned  before  the 
Avidow  McClelland  of  the  McClelland  House  in  Uniontown  Avas  born. 
The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  at  this  day  passes  through  a  tunnel 
near  the  old  taA^ern  of  AvidoAv  McClelland. 

Claysville  is  next  reached.  It  is  stated  in  Crumrine's  history 
of  Washington  county,  that  John  Purviance  Avas  the  first  tavern 
keeper  in  Claysville,  and  that  he  Avas  the  founder  of  the  toAvn. 
'•When  it  became  certain."  says  Crumrine,  '-that  the  National  Eoad 
Avould  ];)ass  through  the  place,  Purviance  caused  the  folloAving  notice 
to  be  inserted  in  the  Washington  BcjKjrter : 

"The  subscriber  having  laid  oft"  a  number  of  building  lots  in  the 
new  tOAvn  of  Claysville,  Avill  otfer  the  same  at  jniblic  sale  on  the 
])remises,  on  Thursday,  the  8th  day  of  Mai'ch.  next.  Claysville  is 
distant  ten  miles  from  Washington,  AvestAvard,  and  about  eighteen 
east  of  Wheeling,  and  six  from  Alexandria.  The  great  Nationai- 
EoAi)  from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling  as  located  by  Col.  Williams  and 
confirmed  by  the  President,  and  now  ra])idly  pi'ogi'essing  tOAA'ards  its 
completion,  passes  directl}'  through  the  toAvn. 

Washington,  Aiu'il  21,  1817.  John  Ptrviance. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  this  town  was  named  in  honor  of 
Henry  Clay,  the  unriA'aled  champion  of  the  road.  As  at  other  towns 
mentioned,  the  road  forms  the  main  street  of  Claysville.  In  1821 
James  Sargent  kept  a  tavern  in  Claysville,  at  the  sign  of  the  Black 
Horse.  He  moved  to  Claysville  from  Washington,  and  the  house  he 
kept  in  ClaysA^lle  Avas  a  brick  building,  occupied  formerly  b_y  John 
Porter.  Claysville  Avas  a  stage  station,  as  before  stated.  Bazil  Brown 
ke])t  a  taA'ern  in  Claysville  as  early  as  1836,  and  ])robal>ly  before  that 
date.  He  ke])t  a  wagon  stand  and  had  a  large  pati'onage.  Sometime 
during  the  forties,  Dan  Rice,  after  his  circus  stranded,  Avas  exhibiting 
a  '-learned  pig"  to  the  people  of  Claysville.  and  in  Bazil  BroAvn's 
taA'ern.  On  the  night  of  the  entertainment  Bi'own  lost  an  overcoat, 
and  charged  Dan  RiceAvith  stealing  it,  and  had  him  sent  up  to  Washing- 
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ton  jail  to  await  trial.  Dan  employed  Seth  T.  Hard  to  defend  him, 
and  was  acquitted.  Soon  after  Dan  appeared  in  Claj'sville  with  a  new 
circus,  and  sang  an  original  song  in  the  ring  intended  to  embody  his 
recollections  of  the  overcoat  escapade,  and  to  lampoon  Brown  for 
prosecuting  him.  The  song  was  smooth,  as  all  Dan's  were,  and  the 
thrusts  at  Brown  sarcastic  and  severe,  and  much  enjoyed  by  the  local 
hearers.  Despite  this  unfortunate  occurrence  Bazil  Brown  was  a 
popular  landlord,  and  kept  a  good  house.  The  old  circus  man  is  still 
living,  and  has  probably  forgotten  and  forgiven  the  old  tavern  keeper 
for  accusing  him  of  felon}-,  but  the  old  tavern  keeper  long  since 
passed  bej'ond  the  dark  Avaters,  and  entered  upon  the  realities  of  an- 
other and  unknown  realm.  .James  Dennison  kept  a  tavern  in  Clays- 
ville  as  earh*  as  1840.  lie  subsequently  kept  at  Beallsville  and  at 
Ilopwood  as  before  stated.  He  avhs  an  old  wagoner  and  kept  a  wagon 
stand,  but  had  the  patronage  of  one  of  the  stage  lines  in  Claysville, 
as  well  as  a  wagon  custom.  Old  wagoners  felt  themselves  entirely  at 
home  at  Dennison's  tavern,  and  thorough!}'  enjoyed  his  agreeable  en- 
tertainment. David  Bell,  John  Walker,  Jtimes  Ivelle}^,  Stephen 
Conkling  and  John  Mcllree  were  all  old  tavern  keepers  at  Cla^'sville, 
and  kept  stage  houses. 

There  was  also  a  Watkins  who  kept  tavern  in  Claysville.  The 
house  he  kept  was  destroyed  b}'  fire  previous  to  1850.  It  had  the 
patronage  of  the  Good  Intent  stage  line.  David  Bell  was  an  old 
stage  driver.  His  house  in  Claj-sville  was  a  brick  biiilding  on  the 
south  side,  diagonally  opposite  the  old  AValker  House.  He  subse- 
quently kept  the  Fulton  House  in  Washington  in  1862  and  1863. 
The  Walker  House  was  a  frame  building,  on  the  north  side.  "Walker 
subsequently  located  at  Wheeling  and  kept  a  tavern  there.  Conkling 
kept  the  Walker  House.  Mcllree  kept  the  Brown  House.  Kelley 
also  kept  the  Walker  House,  and  it  was  in  this  house,  and  in  Kelley's 
time,  that  Jim  Burr,  the  noted  stage  driver,  "knocked  out"  the  Cin- 
cinnati butfer,  before  mentioned.  The  Stockton  line  of  coaches 
stopped  at  the  old  Brown  House,  and  the  Good  Intent  line  at  the 
Walker  and  Watkins  Houses. 

The  widow  Calahan  kept  a  tavern  in  Claysville  prior  to  1840. 
Jonathan  D.  Leet  married  her  daughter.  Leet  Avas  a  pike  boy  of 
no  little  distincti(^n  in  his  day.  His  discernment  and  good  taste 
in  wedding  the  fair  daughter  of  an  old  tavern  keeper  were  not  the 
only  proofs  of  his  wit  and  worth.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  ability,  a 
major  of  militia,  postmaster  of  Washington  during  the  presidency 
of  Pi-esident  Polk,  and  nieniber  of  the  Legislature  for  Washington 
county.  A  large  man  with  prominent  features,  and  somewhat  aAvk- 
Avard  in  manner,  he  Avas  the  personification  of  Mars,  Avhcn  arrayed 
in  the  elaborate  uniform  of  the  old  militia  system.  The  great 
gilt  rolls  of  the  ponderous  epaulette,  and  the  immense  three  cornered 
and  sharp  pointed  chapeau  produced  a  feeling  of  aAve  among  all 
beholders,  and  struck  terror  to  the  hearts  of  young  folks.  Major 
Leet  being  a  laAvyer  Avas  Judge  Advocate  at  all  courts  martial  during 
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tlie  tiiiK'  he  was  in  coininission.  Those  courts  were  trcMjueiit l\"  hold 
ill  Washington,  and  their  members  Avere  required  to  sit,  hear  and  de- 
termine in  lull  uniioiin.  On  sueh  oeeasions  Major  Lcet  was  "  the 
observed  of  all  observers."  and  elicited  the  admiration  of  his  many 
friends.  There  was  an  old  silversinitli  in  Washington  by  the  name 
of  Gait,  a  man  of  acute  intelligence,  given  to  the  amusing  side  of 
life,  and  a  close  friend  of  the  philosopher  Dr.  Creigh,  of  the  same 
place.  These  old  worthies  were  warm  friends  of  Major  Leet,  and 
their  enthusiasm  knew  no  bounds  in  exjn'cssing  delight  over  the 
triumphs  of  the  Major,  in  conducting  these  courts  martial.  Tn  1848, 
when  Major  Leet  was  postmaster,  he  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the 
election  of  Clcneral  Cass  to  the  presidency,  and  accustomed  to  allude 
with  eni]»hasis  to  the  fact  that  his  favorite  was  -a  brave  old  volun- 
teer." His  candidate,  however,  was  defeated,  and  under  the  I'ule  of 
])artisanship,  he  was  superseded  in  the  postotfice  by  a  friend  of  the 
victorious  columns.  Subsequently  he  Avas  elected  to  the  Legislature, 
and  after  serving  his  term  did  not  return  to  live  among  his  constitu- 
ents. He  was  essentially  a  pike  boy,  devoted  to  the  memories  of  the 
road,  and  fond  of  its  associations,  yet  he  died  in  a  strange  land,  and 
his  is  not  the  only  instance  wherein  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  has  led 
a  man  from  the  gentle  paths  and  innocent  pastimes  of  his  early  days. 
Three  miles  west  from  Claysville,  at  the  foot  of  a  long  hill,  the 
romantic,  not  to  say  classic  spot  of  Coon  Island  is  reached.  Here 
was  an  old  tavern  stand,  for  many  _years  ke]it  b}'  John  Canode  pre- 
vious to  1840.  It  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  and  a  wagon 
stand.  The  stages  stopped  here  also  at  times,  aii<l  it  was  a  i-egular 
relay  for  the  express  wagons.  After  ('anode's  time  the  tavern 
here  was  ke])t  by  John  Brotherton  and  sons.  It  was  a  ])rominent 
point  dui'ing  the  flourishing  era  of  the  road.  As  late  as  185:->  a  Mr. 
lieed  kc])t  the  old  tavern  at  Coon  Island.  The  old  stage  and  wagon 
lines,  however,  were  withdrawn  ])revious  to  that  date,  and  some 
small  local  lines  substituted,  as  if  to  ])revent  an  abrupt  termination 
to  the  high  prosperity  Avhich  the  road  enjoyed  for  so  long  a  period. 
The  origin  of  the  name  Coon  Island  is  presumably  unascertainable, 
else  Crumrine  in  his  history  of  Washington  county  would  have  given 
it.  as  the  locality  is  within  the  limits  of  that  county.  That  coons  ex- 
isted and  flourished  in  the  neighborhood  Ironi  time  iniinenioi-ial.  there 
is  scarcely  a  <loiibt,  but  an  island  has  never  been  witnesscil  ihere 
since  the  subsidence  of  the  givat  flood  in  Noah's  time.  The  point  is 
now  a  station  on  the  Baltimore  A;  Ohio  railroad,  and  the  name  is 
changed  to  Vienna.  The  oM  name  is  more  a])])ro]»riate.  albeit  the 
island  is  absent.  It  is  more  ajiprojiriale.  because  it  is  familiar  to  the 
])eople,  l)ut  it  seems  to  be  the  inevitable  (.loom  of  many  old  familiar 
names  to  fall  before  theadvanceof  modern  fancies.  Think  of  an  old 
wagoner  going  ba(dv  to  Coon  Island  after  an  absence  of  half  a  cen- 
tury, t<j  And  himself  "a  mere  looker  on  in  Vienna!  "  Shailes  of  the 
old  pike,  hide  Ibis  ruthless  and  senseless  iiino\alion  from  Iheeyes  of 
mankind. 
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Two  miles  west  from  Coon  Island  and  a  short  distance  beyond 
the  site  of  the  old  Catholic  church,  an  old  tavern  was  kept  in  early 
days  by  one  Rogers,  and  subsequently  by  Jacob  and  Michael  Dough- 
erty. It  was  a  frame  house,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road.  A  good 
water  trough  was  maintained  at  this  old  stand,  and  travelers  halted 
here  for  water.  In  1830  this  old  tavern  was  kept  by  Jacob  Jones, 
the  father  of  the  distinguished  iron  manufacturer  and  politician,  B. 
F.  Jones,  of  Pittsburg.  The  old  church  mentioned,  which  will  be  re- 
membered by  all  who  are  fomiliar  with  this  section  of  the  road,  was 
taken  down  a  few  years  ago,  and  rebuilt  at  Cla3^sville,  a  more  central 
point  for  the  parishioners.  Before  reaching  Dougherty's  another  old 
round  toll  house  is  passed,  the  last  one  on  the  road  in  Penns^dvania. 
Here  William  McCleary  collected  the  tolls  for  many  years. 

A  few  hundi-ed  yards  further  west  the  old  and  popular  tavern  of 
John  Yalentine  is  reached.  It  is  a  frame  house,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  road,  large  and  commodious,  and  was  a  favorite  resort  of  wagon- 
ers. Yalentine  kept  this  tavern  a  great  many  years.  If  he  had  a 
predecessor  or  a  successor  in  this  house,  his  name  is  totally  eclipsed 
l\y  that  of  John  Yalentine.  He  possessed  the  talent  for  tavern 
keeping  in  a  rare  degree,  and  was  a  brother  of  Daniel  Yalentine,  the 
old  and  ])Opular  tavern  keeper  of  Washington,  and  of  Charles  Yalen- 
tine, an  old  wagoner  of  that  place. 
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Old  Tarerns  and  Tavern  Keepers  continued —  West  Alrxander  lo  \]'lurli)iy— A 
Modern  Gretna  Green —  Dr.  McCluskey —  Crossing  Another  State  Line  —  Abram 
Carr  —  The  Widow  Beck,  with  tvhom  Abram  Lincoln  boarded,  and  at -whose 
house  Robert  T.  Lincoln  was  born — The  Widoir  lilindes  and  Abram  Beagle  — 
John  White,  Jsaac  Jones,  Ronei/s  Point,  Ninian  Jiell,J(>Iin  Bcntlei/,  Jamex  Kim- 
berly,  TriadelpJtia,  John  D.  Foster,  Col.  Thompson,  the  ]\'i<bnr  (iooding  —  T'lie 
Clay  Monument  —  Col.  Moses  Shepherd  and  hm  vife,  Lydia  —  Samnel  Carter  — 
Michael  Blackburn — Steenrods  —  W fueling  —  John  McCartney,  a)n1  oflwrs. 

Crumrine's  history  of  Wiishington  county  states  that  West  Alex- 
ander Avas  first  laid  out  in  1706  by  Robert  Ilumpbreys.  tbat  most  of  the 
lots  were  subsequenth'  acquired  by  Charles  I).  Ilass.  who  in  the  year 
1817  sold  them  by  public  outcry;  that  the  National  Koad  at  the  last 
mentioned  date  was  in  process  of  construction,  and  had  been  actually 
opened  for  travel  from  Cumberland  to  the  Bii;"  Crossini^-s,  and  it  was 
believed  that  all  the  towns  upon  its  route  would  Ijecome  ])laces  of 
prosperity  and  importance;  that  the  town  of  West  Alexander  was 
destroyed  by  fii-e  on  May  4,  1831,  but  slowly  recovered  from  the  dis- 
aster, and  in  the  succeeding  twenty  years  became  a  thriving  village, 
by  reason  of  the  prosperity  of  the  great  thoroughfare  on  which  it 
was  located.  A  house  called  the  -American  Eagle"  was  the  first 
tavern  in  West  Alexander,  established  b}^  Duncan  Morrison  in  1796, 
and  kept  by  him  for  a  numl)er  of  years.  Subsccjuent  tavern  keepers 
in  West  Alexaiuler  were  Charles  Mayes,  Zebulon  Warner,  John  Good- 
ing, John  Woodburn,  William  McCall,  Solomon  Cook,  James  Sargent, 
Charles  Hallam,  Mary  Warner,  James  Bell,  Silver  (Jilfillan,  Samuel 
Beamer.  James  Matthers.  .lohn  Irons.  ^Moscs  Thoniburg.  Samuel 
Doak,  Joseph  Lawson,  Jose])h  Dowdal,  William  F.  Cordon,  William 
>rcCutcheon,  and  perhaps  others.  Joseph  Lawson  was  probably  the 
best  known  of  all  these  old  tavern  keepers.  He  kejjf  a  wagon  stand 
for  a  long  time  during  the  ])rospcrous  era  of  the  road,  and  was  exten- 
sively pali'onized.  He  had  been  an  old  wagoner  himself,  and  knew 
(he  secret  of  agreeably  entertaining  old  wagoners.  He  is  mentioned 
ill  a  previous  chapter  as  a  "fancy  wagoner"  of  the  road.  TTis  tavern 
in  West  Alexander  Avas  a  large  and  commodious  fi-ame  building  at 
the  western  end  of  the  town,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  Avith  a 
large  and  Avell  arranged  Avagon  yard  attached.  He  owned  the  property, 
and  died  in  po.ssession.  Beside  being  a  successful  wagoner  and  tavern 
kee])er.  Joseph  Lawson  was  a  staunch  citizen,  a  man  of  influence  and 
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highly  esteemed.  He  was  at  one  time,  for  a  l)rief  period.  Sui)eriii- 
teudent  of  the  road  from  Brownsville  to  the  Virginia  line. 

There  was,  during  the  prosperous  era  of  the  road,  an  academy  at 
West  Alexander  under  the  management  of  the  Uev.  Dr.  John  McChis- 
key,  where  many  boys  were  trained  for  entrance  to  Washington  college. 
Dr.  McCluskey  was  an  eminent  scholar,  an  able  preacher,  a  successful 
educator  and  a  worthy  man  in  all  the  walks  of  life.  He  devoted  a 
long  and  laborious  life  here,  to  gain  a  better  one  hereafter,  and  let  us 
hope  he  is  now  realizing  its  enjoyment.  West  Alexander  is  also  noted 
as  a  rival  of  the  celebrated  Gretna  Green,  of  Scotland,  by  reason  of 
the  many  clandestine  marriages  which  have  taken  place  there.  Joseph 
F.  Mayes,  an  old  justice  of  the  yjeace  of  the  place,  married  nineteen 
hundred  and  eighteen  couples  from  1862  to  1881,  more  than  nine- 
tenths  of  whom  were  elopers.  It  is  estijnated  that  from  1835  to 
1885.  the  date  of  the  enactment  of  the  I'ennsylvania  marriage  license 
law,  over  five  thousand  eloping  couples  were  married  in  West  Alex- 
ander. 

One  mile  distant  from  West  Alexander  on  the  north  side  of  the 
road.  Abram  Carr  kept  a  tavern  as  eai-ly  as  1836.  It  was  a  frame 
building,  and  a  wagon  stand.  After  Carr  this  old  tavern  was  kept 
by  Silver  Giltillan,  before  mentioned  in  the  list  of  tavern  keepers  at 
West  Alexander.  Carr  and  Giltillan  well  knew  the  wa^'sof  the  road, 
and  Avere  competent  men  in  their  line.  Old  wagoners  were  accus- 
tomed to  lay  aside  their  coin,  to  pa}'  bills  at  Gillillan's  tavern,  under 
a  belief  that  he  coveted  silver  because  of  his  Christian  name.  This 
was  the  first  tavern  located  in  Old  Virginia  on  the  westward  march, 
being  less  than  a  mile  from  the  Pennsylvania  State  line. 

Two  miles  further  west  a  large  frame  tavern  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road,  was  kept  hy  Mrs.  Sarah  Beck  as  early  as  1832.  It  was 
a  station  for  the  Stockton  line  of  coaches.  Mrs.  Beck  was  succeeded 
in  this  house  b}'  Samuel  Knode,  who  retained  the  good  will  and  pat- 
ronage extended  to  his  predecessor.  Mrs.  Beck  was  the  widow  of 
James  Beck,  of  the  old  bridge  building  firm  of  Kinkead.  Beck  & 
Evans,  frequently  mentioned  in  these  pages.  Her  son.  William  G. 
Beck,  still  living  in  Fairfield,  Iowa,  Avas  the  hero  of  the  exciting  race 
between  two  coaches  from  Cumberland  to  Piney  Grove,  mentioned  in 
a  previous  chapter.  James  Beck,  the  husband  of  Sarah  Beck,  died  in 
Wheeling  in  1829,  while  keeping  a  tavern  in  that  place.  His  widow 
was  of  a  heroic  mold,  and  resolved  to  carr^y  on  the  battle  of  life  on 
her  own  account,  and  continued  in  the  business  of  tavern  keeping. 
She  kept  tavern  at  various  points,  and  finally  about  the  year  1847 
l)ade  a  last  adieu  to  the  scenes  of  the  road,  amid  which  she  had  been 
reared,  and  emigrated  to  the  then  far  west.  Leasing  a  house  in 
S])ringfield,  Illinois,  she  resumed  the  business  of  tavern  keeping. 
While  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Legislature,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a 
boarder  in  Mrs.  Beck's  house,  and  Eobert  T.  Lincoln,  the  late 
United  States  minister  at  London,  was  born  under  her  roof  Thus 
an  old   Tavern   keeper  of  the   Xational  Eoad  was  closely   associated 
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Willi,  and  (.'iijoycd  llic  coniidc'iu-c  of.  oiir  of  \\\v  iiiosl  illuslrious  pcr- 
soiuiiios  of  liis  time  or  of  any  litiu". 

A  sliort  distance,  less  than  a  mile  I'ni-tlier  west,  the  widow  Rhodes 
kept  a  popnlar  waiion  staml  as  early  as  ISoO.  Another  widow,  and 
no  exce])tion  to  the  rule,  before  .stated,  ller  liouse  was  a  iVame 
Imilding,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  a  husy,  bustling;  hostelry. 
Abram  Beagle,  an  old  Avagoner,  became  the  husband  of  the  widow 
lihodes,  as  elsewhere  in  these  ])ages  stated,  and  relieved  her  of  many 
of  the  active  cares  of  tavern  keeping,  until  his  death,  which  occui-red 
in  this  house,  leaving  his  wife  a  second  time  a  widow,  and  she  con- 
tinued the  business  of  tavern  keeping  as  the  widow-  Beagle,  with  her 
usual  success.  Abram  Beagle  was  likewise,  and  before  he  married 
Mrs.  I^hodes,  a  contractor  on  the  road.  His  work  was  near  the  Jjittle 
Crossings. 

The  next  old  tavern  on'the  west,  and  a  short  distance  fi-om  the 
widow  Rhodes'  house,  was  kept  as  early  as  18o(l  by  John  White.  It 
was  a  frame  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  road.  Mrs.  Beck.  Iiefore 
mentioned,  subsequently  bought  this  property,  improved  it  in  many 
details,  and  especially  by  the  erection  of  a  sulistantial  new  stable, 
with  a  capacity  for  sheltering  one  hundretl  horses.  She  conduct';d 
this  tavei-n  in  1833.  and  kept  the  stock  and  boarded  the  drivers  and 
other  employes  of  the  Stockton  line  of  coaches.  She  was  a  favorite 
of  that  line,  and  patronized  by  it  at  all  points  of  the  road  where  she 
ke])t  a  tavern,  except  at  the  Greene  House  in  Washington,  where  she 
had  the  favor  and  patronage  of  the  Good  Intent  line.  The  old  White 
stand  was  kept  by  the  widow  Miller  and  her  son,  after  Mrs.  Beck  left 
it.  and  they  were  succeeded  b}'  Peter  Perkins,  and  he  in  turn  by  John 
Hrotherton. 

One  mile  further  west  Isaac  Jout's  kepi  a  tavern  as  early  as  1835, 
and  jirobably  before'  that  date.  His  house  was  a  frame  building  on 
(lie  north  side  of  the  road.  He  was  not  active  in  soliciting  ])alron- 
age,  and  aftei-  a  bi'ief  and  not  very  successful  career  as  a  tavern 
kee])er,  closed  his  house  to  the  public  and  continued  to  occu])y  it  as  a 
]>rivate  residence,  and  it  was  never  thereafter  opened  as  a  tavern. 

Roney's  Point  is  next  ]'ea(died.  a  stage  station  ten  miles  from 
Wheeling.  The  original  owner  of  the  land  here  was  Poney.  and  its 
])eculiar  conformation,  a  high  ridge  ending  in  a  point  on  the  south 
side  of  the  road,  gave  it  the  name  of  Honey's  Point.  It  is  a  familiar 
nauu\  and  Avas  a  lively  place  during  the  palmy  days  of  the  road.  On 
the  north  side  of  the  road,  at  Honey's  I'oint.  a  large  stone  tavern  was 
kept  by  one  Ninian  Bell,  prior  to  the  year  1828.  He  Avas  succeeded 
by  James  Beck,  Mrs.  Sarah  Beck.  Moses  Thoi-nburg,  and  Jacob  Be(dc, 
in  the  ordei"  name<l.  James  and  Jacol)  Beck  were  not  relatives.  The 
old  Simms  line  of  stages  sto|)|»ed  at  this  house  when  it  Avas  ke])t  by 
.lames  He(d\'.  and  it  was  the  stopping  place  of  the  (Jood  Intent  line, 
when  kept  by  Jacob  Bin-k. 

One  mile  west  of  Honey  s  I'oint,  on  the  south  side,  stood  an  old 
frame  tavern,  which,  in  the  eventful  da\'s  of  the  road  •'■atheretl  in  its 
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share  of  gloi'y.  It  was  kept  first  by  John  Bentley,  and  after  him  by 
.Tames  Kimberly.  In  addition  to  tlie  custom  it  gained  from  the  road, 
this  house  was  a  favorite  resort  of  the  young  rural  residents,  male 
and  female,  of  that  portion  of  Old  Yirginia,  and  here  they  were 
accustomed  to  go  for  a  night's  festivity,  always  confining  themselves 
within  the  bounds  of  propriety,  l»ut  withiii  those  bounds  enjoying 
themselves  in  a  high  degree.  There  is  many  a  gray-haired  veteran 
living  in  the  vicinity  now,  of  both  sexes,  whose  memories  revert  with 
pleasure  to  the  exciting  and  exhilarating  scenes  they  -witnessed  and 
])articipated  in,  at  John  Bentley's  old  tavern. 

One  mile  further  west,  Triadeljdiia  is  reached,  a  small  village, 
and  like  many  others,  the  ontgrowth  of  the  National  Road.  Here 
John  D.  Foster  kept  a  tavern  at  an  early  day,  and  very  old  pike  boys 
say  it  was  a  good  one.  It  was  a  frame  building  on  the  north  side  of 
the  road.  The  old  landlord  is  said  to  have  been  courteous  in  deport- 
ment, given  to  hospitality,  and  scrupidously  observant  of  the  pro- 
prieties of  life.  His  daughter,  Mary,  became  the  wife  of  C.  S.  Maltl»y, 
the  celebrated  oyster  dealer  of  Baltimore.  The  first  parties  who 
shipped  oysters  over  the  road  by  express  were  Nicholas  Eoe,  Edward 
Wright,  and  Holt  and  Maltby.  The  latter  firm  soon  obtained  entire 
control  of  the  business,  and  made  a  fortune  in  it.  Maltby  died  Avithin 
the  past  two  years  in  Connecticut,  and  Holt  was  killed  in  a  raih'oad 
accident  in  A^irginia  in  1852.  Colonel  Thompson  also  ke])t  a  tavern 
in  Triadelphia  in  an  early  day.  His  house  was  a  frame  building,  on 
the  north  side.  Colonel  Thompson  was  a  gentleman  of  the  old  Yir- 
ginia school,  and  a  fine  type  of  the  genial  landlord.  He  ceased  keep- 
ing this  house  previous  to  1840,  and  was  succeeded  by  William  Barnes, 
who  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  Edward  Lane,  and  Lane  by  Fi-ank 
Lawson.  This  house  was  largely  patronized  by  pleasure  seekers  from 
AVheeling  and  other  places,  beside  doing  an  extensive  road  business, 
and  enjoyed  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  hostelry. 

Three  miles  further  west  the  old  tavern  of  Mrs.  Gooding,  another 
widow,  is  reached.  The  site  of  this  old  tavern  is  now  covered  by 
the  flourishing  village  of  Elm  Grove.  Mrs.  Gooding  had  a  wide  fame 
as  a  hostess,  and  lier  house  was  crowded  by  ])atrons.  It  is  a  stone 
liuilding,  still  standing,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  Ohl 
wagoners  to  this  day,  enthuse  over  the  sum])tuousness  of  the  widow 
Gooding's  table.  Sleighing  parties  from  Wheeling  frequented  this 
old  tavern  in  the  halcyon  davs  of  the  road,  and  were  handsomelv 
entertained. 


"Oil,  the  songs  they  would  sing,  ;uul  tlie  tales  they  would  .«i)in, 
As  they  lounged  in  the  light  of  the  old  country  inn. 
But  a  day  came  at  last  when  the  stage  brought  no  load 
To  the  gate,  as  it  rolled  up  the  long,  dusty  road. 
And  lo!  at  the  sunrise  a  shrill  whistle  l)le\v 
O'er  the  hills  —  and  the  old  yielded  place  to  the  new  — 
And  a  merciless  age  with  its  discord  and  din 
Made  wreck,  as  it  passed,  of  the  pioneer  inn." 
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Before  reacliiiiii;  ^[rs.  (T()()(linij;"s  the  Clay  ^MDiiuineiit  is  |)as><e(l. 
'This  niomuneiit  was  ei'ected  by  iMoses  She]»lier(l  and  Lydia.  his  wile, 
iiiidei'  an  ins])iration  of  personal  adniiration  of  the  ,t;"reat  statesman, 
and  with  a  further  view  of  eoniineinorating  his  distinguislied  pulilie 
serviees  in  hehalf  of  the  road.  It  is  of  free  stone,  located  n|)oii  a 
K'vel  ])ieee  of  n'l'ound  about  fifty  feet  south  of  the  east  end  of  a  stone 
l)ridge  of  three  arches,  over  Wheeling  creek.  At  its  base  its  eii-enni- 
ference  is  twenty-four  feet,  towering  to  a  height  of  twenty  feet,  and 
surmounted  by  a  chiseled  figure  of  the  Goddess  of  Ijiberty.  at  this 
date  bearing  plain  evidences  of  the  ravages  of  time  and  storm.  Orig- 
inally each  of  the  four  sides  of  the  base  column  I'evealed  an  idaborate 
inscription,  but  all  are  totally  effaced  now,  except  the  one  on  the  east 
side,  which  is  as  follows:  "Time  will  bring  every  amelioration  and 
refinement,  most  gratifving  to  I'ational  man.  and  the  humblest  flower 
freely  ])lu(ked  under  the  shelter  of  the  Tree  of  Liberty,  is  moiH'  to 
Ik-  desired  than  all  the  trappings  of  royalty;  44th  year  of  Amei'iean 
Independence,  Anno  Domini,  1820."  1''he  word  Time  stands  out  in 
bold  relief  over  the  other  words  (pioted.  John  Aery,  of  Claysville. 
and  Alexander  Eanise}-.  of  Washington,  two  old  and  well  remem- 
bered stone-cutters,  worked  on  this  monument.  The  foi-mer  did 
most  of  the  carving,  in  which  he  was  an  expert,  and  the  lattei-much 
of  the  fine  chiseling.  Eamsey  was  the  father-in-law  of  AVilliam  (J. 
Beck,  the  old  stage  driver  previously  mentioned. 

On  a  picturesqne  eminence,  near  the  monument,  overlooking  Big 
Wheeling  creek,  stands  the  :incient  and  historic  She])herd  mansion,  a 
stone  building  erected  in  1798,  and  now  known  as  "Monument  Place," 
the  delightful  and  hospitable  home  of  ^^hxj.  Alonzo  Loring.  In  the  olden 
time,  when  the  National  Eoad  was  the  bustling  highway  of  the  Re- 
]iublic.  the  handsome  and  luxurious  stage  coaches  of  the  period,  fre- 
(juently  l)ore  Henry  Clay  and  other  eminent  men  of  his  day  to  tlu' 
Shepherd   mansion,  Avhere  they  reveled  in  Old  Virginia  hosjiitality. 

Near  the  old  Shephei'd  mansion  stands  an  anti(|uat(.'(l  sun  dial, 
covered  with  the  mai'ks  of  time,  and  bearing  on  its  south  fa<H'  this 
inseri])tion  : 

"  The  noiseless  foot  of  Time  steals  softly  l)y, 
And  ere  we  think  of  Manmooo  ajije  draws  nit?h." 

()n  the  north  face  of  this  dial  appear  the  names  and  the  figui'es: 
"Moses and  L^-dia Shepherd,  1820."  Col.  Moses Shc])lierd  died  in  1882, 
an<l  his  widow  subsequently  married  Gen.  Daniel  Cruger,  whom  she 
also  survived  many  years.  They  are  all  now  dead,  and  their  mortal 
remains  mingle  with  their  native  dust,  in  the  cemetery  attacdu'd  to  the 
"Stone  Church,"  near  Elm  Grove.  A  handsome  monument  stands  at 
tlu'ir  graves  bearing  the  following  insci'i])tions:  On  one  side,  "HicTntu- 
sif  Gloria  Mun<h  :  Sacred  to  the  memorv  of  Col.  Closes  She]>herd.  who 
dei)arted  this  life  Ain-il  2nth,  1832,  in  the  00th  year  of  his  age."  -To 
him  the  country  owes  a  large  debt  of  gi-atitude.  as  well  for  his  de- 
lense  of  it.  when  a  fVontiei-  settlement,  as   foi' bis   recent    public  ser- 
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vices  in  aiding  the  extension  and  construction  of  the  Cumberlanb 
JiOAD  througii  Yiru-inia."  The  obverse  side  tells  the  story  of  the 
second  husband,  as  follows:  '-Sic  Tra/isif  (Gloria  Mvndi :  Sacred  to 
the  memory  of  Gen.  Daniel  Cruder,  who  died  July  12th,  18-I-3,  in  the 
(Uth  year  of  his  age."  A  third  side  perpetuates  the  memor}'  of  the 
1  wice"  bereaved  widow  as  follows;  ''Sir-  Tiromit  Gfona  Miindi':  Lydia 
S.  Cruger,  wife  of  Gen.  Daniel  Cruo-er,  formerly  Lydia  S.Boggs,  first 
nmrried  Col.  Moses  Shepherd:  Born  Feb.  26th,  i76G  :  Died  Sept.  26th, 
1867.  in  the  102d  year  of  her  age."  High  up  on  the  granite  shaft  is 
chiseled  on  two  sides  the  picture  of  a  log  cabin,  and  at  the  door  ap- 
pears a  female  figure  in  sitting  posture,  with  a  dog  in  repose  at  the 
feet.  Avhile  in  the  back  ground  is  seen  the  representation  of  a  martial 
grouj).  with  bi-anches  of  a  palm  tree  overhanging  the  Avhole  design. 

A  short  distance  west  from  widow  Goodings,  Samuel  Carter  ke])t 
a  tavei-n  as  early  as  1880.  It  was  a  brick  house  on  the  south  side  of 
the  road,  a  resort  for  pleasui*e  seekers  from  Wheeling,  and  a  well 
kept  house.     This  house  was  subsequently  kept  by  William  Strawn. 

About  one  mile  west  of  Carter's,  Michael  Blackburn  ke])t  a  tav- 
ern in  the  olden  time,  and  was  well  fiivored  with  custom.  It  was  a 
stone  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  road. 

Xext  comes  Steenrod's,  two  miles  out  from  Wheeling,  a  brick  and 
stone  building  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  a  vridely  known  old 
tavern.  Daniel  Steenrod,  the  old  landlord,  owned  the  property,  and 
was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  much  influence.  His  son,  Lewis,  rep- 
resented the  Wheeling  di.strict  in  Congress  during  the  ])rosperous  era 
of  the  road,  and,  as  before  stated,  was  one  of  its  most  zealous  cham- 
jiions.  Lewis  Steenrod,  a  grandson  of  the  old  landlord,  is  at  this 
time  (1892).  High  Sheriif  of  Ohio  county,  AYest  Yirginia,  an<l  on 
November  18th  of  tliis  ycAv.  executed  Maier,  the  murderer.  Daniel 
Steenrod  kept  the  old  tavern  last  mentioned  as  early  as  1825,  and 
pi-obably  1)efore  that  date,  and  continued  throughout  the  Avhole  period 
of  the  road's  great  career  as  a  national  liighway.  He  died  A])i-il 
27th,  1864,  aged  eighty  years.  The  property  still  remains  in  the 
8teeni-od  family. 

A  short  distance  from  Steenrod's, on  the  north  side,  was  '-Good's 
Bottom,"  now  called  Pleasant  Yalley,  doubtless  by  reason  of  the 
frantic  iconoclasm.  which  has  lain  its  ruthless  hands  on  so  many  old 
and  familiar  names.  At  Good's  Bottom  there  was  a  race  course  in 
early  times,  and  it  was  here,  and  previous  to  1840.  that  the  celebrated 
horse  "Taritf"  lost  his  laurels.  -Taritf  "  was  owned  by  Thomas 
Porter,  a  farmer  and  stockman  of  Claysville.  Joseph  White,  the  well 
known  marble  dealer  of  Uniontown.a  native  of  the  vicinit}'  of  Clays- 
ville, was  a  witness  of  the  discomfiture  of  ■•Tariff"  on  the  old  race 
course  at  Good's  Bottom. 

And  now.  after  a  long  journey  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  miles, 
the  city  of  Wheeling  is  reached.  Wheeling  was  the  western  terminus 
of  theroad,  in  contemplation  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  29th, 
18t>6,  given  in  a  previous  chapter.      John  McCortney  kei)t  the  most 
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noted  wui^oii  slaml  in  Wliccliiiii-.  He  was  likewise  a  coniinissiun  inci'- 
chant.  which  rui'lhrr  icK'iilitii'd  him  with  ohl  waii;oiu'rs.  cnaliiiiin'  him 
to  I'liriiish  them  with  haei\  li)a<ls.  His  tavern  was  iiK-ated  on  Main 
street,  runnini;-  hack  east  on  Fonrteenth  to  aUey  H.  parallel  with,  and 
ht'tween  .Main  and  Market,  with  am])U'  i;i-ounds  siirronnding  it  loi- 
waii'ons  and  teams  to  stand  on.  These  ^-rounds  were  so  extensive 
that  they  accommodated  the  old  time  eireus.  in  addition  to  wa^'ons 
and  teams  ol'tlu'  road,  and  two  distinct  cirenses  have  heen  known  to 
e.xhiliit  on  llicni  at  llic  same  time.  Tiiey  weri'  not  of  the  mo(lcrn 
••trijtle  riiii;-"  or<lei',  hut  of  the  Dan  TJice  desii;-ii.  Mct'ortney  was  a 
man  of  agreeahle  manners,  and  mana<j;ed  his  extensive  hnsiness  with 
marked  success.  IFe  (.lied  in  Wlieeling  on  Decemher  lOth,  1872.  a,i>;ed 
seventy-nine  years.  He  was  three  times  marrieil.  His  last  wife  was 
the  widow  of  William  IF.  Slelle.  one  of  the  ]iro])rietors  of  the  (lood 
Jnient  slag'e  line.  ^Martin  Hugher  was  .McCorlneys  har-keeper  for 
many  years,  and  is  remembered  b}'  ol'd  M'agoners  as  a  rival  of  Wil.se 
Clement  in  hanl  swearing.  On  lowi-r  AVater  street,  Robert  New  love 
ke])t  a  wagon  stand,  and  was  well  liked  l)y  old  wagoners,  and  well 
[>atronizcd  by  them.  He  was  the  owner  of  wagons  and  teams,  which 
he  kept  on  the  road,  in  charge  of  hired  drivers.  Tu  1S29  Kichard 
Simms,  the  old  stage  proprietor,  ke])t  the  United  States  hotel,  and 
Avas  its  owner.  James  Beck  ke])t  this  house  after  Simms,  and  .lames 
JJennisou  after  Beck.  James  McCreary  k(.'pt  it  next  after  Dennison. 
and  Moi'decai  Yarnell  next  after  MeCreary.  The  Monroe  Hou.se.  on 
Monroe,  now  Tenth  street,  was  kept  in  1830  by  John  McLnre.  and 
snl)sequently  l)y  James  Matthers.  The  Virginia  House  was  ke|)t  in 
1830  l»y  J(din  (Iraham,  and  afterward  b}-  one  Bellzhoover,  and  later 
by  Jacob  Kline.  Beltzhoover  and  Kline  came  out  from  Baltimore. 
The  United  States,  the  Monroe  and  the  Virginia,  were  stage  stations. 
On  upper  Main  street,  in  1830,  Moses  Mosier  kept  a  tavern,  and  on 
the  same  street,  and  at  the  same  time,  a  tavern  was  ke])t  l)y  Mrs. 
Beymer,  Avidow  of  Captain  Frederic  Beymer.  assisted  by  lu'r  sou, 
Samuel,  Avho  was  a  soldier  of  1812.  Capt.  Frederic  Beymer  ke])t  a 
tavern  in  Wheeling  as  early  as  the  year  1802,  at  the  sign  of  the 
Wagon,  and  took  boarders  at  two  piasters  a  week.  The  town  council 
of  Wheeling  met  in  Capt.  Beymer's  tavern  in  ISOO.  The  house  that 
Widow  Beymer  presi<le(i  over  as  hostess,  is  a  brick  building,  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Main  and  Ninth  streets,  on  a  lot  Ixjrdering  the 
river.  This  house  is  still  standing,  but  has  not  been  used  as  a  tavern 
foi-  many  years.  Beymer's  old  Landing  was  at  the  foot  of  Ninth 
stri'et.  whei'e  the  National  Road  a]i]»roaclied  the  Ohio  river.  In  183<l 
.Iose))h  Teeters  kei)t  a  wagon  stand  in  Wheeling,  l.)elow  McCortneys. 
and  John  Bradtield  ke))t  a  similar  stand  on  Water  street  in  1837—8. 
The  mj'sterious  disappearance  of  a  man  by  the  iiaun-  ot  Cooper  from 
the  Mosici'  House  about  1840,  jiroduced  a  local  sensation,  followed  by 
an  accusation  of  foul  play  and  a  charge  of  murder.  Cooper,  in  com- 
pany with  a  friend  and  neighbor  Ity  the  name  of  Long.  ])ut  u])  to- 
gether one  t-vi'iiing  at  the   Mosiei'    House,  and    on    the   next    inin'ninii' 
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Cooper  Nvas  missing.  The  two  had  eome  in  from  Ohio,  and  were  goiiig 
to  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  born  and 
I'aised.  to  visit  relatives  and  old  friends.  It  appears  that  Cooper  rose 
early  and  took  an  outgoing  coach  back  to  Ohio  without  notifying  his 
traveling  companion  or  an}'  one  else.  A  dead  bod}^  Avas  found  in  the 
river  and  identified  as  that  of  Cooper;  and  Long,  after  reaching  his 
destination,  was  arrested  for  murder  and  lodged  in  the  Washington 
jail.  The  Virginia  authorities  made  no  requisition  for  him,  and  he 
was  finally  discharged,  and  settled  in  Michigan.  A  few  years  after- 
ward. Cooper  was  discovered  in  Indianapolis,  sound  and  well. 

The  Forsythes  of  Wheeling.  James  H.  and  his  son  Leonard,  were 
prominently  identified  with  the  destinies  of  the  National  Road.  The 
commission  house  of  James  II.  Forsythe  &  Co.  was  a  leading  cs- 
t:il)lishment  of  its  kind.  James  H.  Forsythe,  the  senior  member 
oi  this  old  firm,  was  noted  for  his  energy  and  clear-headedness.  lie 
could  converse  with  an}'  number  of  persons,  and  indite  a  letter  at  the 
same  time,  Avithout  being  in  any  wise  confused.  His  son,  Leonard, 
Avas  also  Avell  knoAvn  on  the  road.  He  conducted  commission  hottses 
at  BroAvnsville  and  Cumberland,  and  A'ery  often  passed  OA'er  the  road, 
in  the  management  of  his  business.  He  is  noAV  liA'ino-  in  Texas  near 
Austin,  and  feels  a  deep  interest  in  the  history  of  the  road. 

AV.  L.  McXeel}'.  of  Wheeli]ig,  Avhen  i)»  young  man,  had  a  brief 
experience  as  a  Avagoner.  He  droA'e  seA'eral  trips  for  Thomas  Drakely, 
Avho  was  a  merchant  Avith  stores  in  Baltimore  and  Wheeling,  and  is 
Avi'il  remembered  by  old  pike  boys.  JMcNeely  ••init  up"  at  Natty 
Brownfield's.  in  Uniontown.  Avhen  driving  Drakely's  team,  a  half  a 
century  and  longer  ago,  and  has  iieAcr  forgotten  the  good  entertain- 
ment he  enjoyed  at  that  old  tavern. 

The  old  tavern  keepers  of  the  National  Eoad  Avere  a  remarkable 
body  of  men.  In  many  instances  they  Avere  free  holders,  meri  well 
]iosted  in  current  afi'airs,  and  infltiential  in  their  respective  neighbor- 
hoods. ThcA^  were  honorable  in  their  dealings,  and  belieA^ed  that 
cverA'  man's  Avord  should  I)e  as  good  as  his  bond.  As  caterers  the\' 
made  no  display.  They  had  no  bills  of  fare,  printed  on  gilt  edged 
]')a])er,  or  tine  linen,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  one  of  them  ever  heard 
the  modern  Avord  Menu,  yet  the  spreads  of  their  generous  boards 
Avould  almost  kindle  exhilaration  in  the  heart  of  a  misanthrope. 
The  thought  may  )te  attributable  to  change  of  time  or  circumstance, 
or  taste,  or  all  together,  but  there  is  an  unmoA'able  conviction  in  the 
mind  of  the  Avriter  of  these  pages,  that  the  viands  of  modern  hotels, 
lack  the  savoriness  of  those  of  the  old  taverns  of  the  National  Koad. 


CIlAPTEll  XLI, 


Wt'i^i  of  Whciliii'j—  Ol'l  Slay  Lliic><  Bei/und  tin'  Ohio  l:inr  — William  Keil  — 
(iru.  N.  F.  Talniadgi— Staf/e  Stalioiis — Old  Tanru.'i  ami  Tarcni  Kcrjx'rs — 
liev.  Doctor  Sinmbuiu/h  and  "Sanxrt''  (Jox  were  old  PILr  Boi/x  —  Linly  Ti))trs 
in  Gnernsry — Crosdiuj  anolher  State  Vme  — Sycamore  Vallei/  —  Old  Tarerm  in 
Rirhiiioiid  —  .1  liitJc  uiit — Centerrille  —  Dnhlin —  Tlirmiijli  Indiana —  Tlic  Ruad 
Ditaajjpears  uinoixj  lite  Prairie.'^  of  Illlnnin. 

It  is  i'stiinaU'(l  lliat  two-tiftlis  (if  llic  tradr  and  travel  nT  tlic 
road  were  ilivrrtcd  at  Brownsville,  and  fell  into  t  lie  elian  iiel  fuviiif^hed 
at  that  point  by  the  shvck  "watei"  iinj)i'oveinenl  ol  the  .Mi>non<i-aliela 
river,  and  a  like  Y>i"t>p<^>i'tion  descended  the  Ohio  from  Wheelini;;,  and 
the  reniainini;-  fifth  eontinued  on  the  road  to  Cohnnlius.  Ohio,  and 
])oints  fui-ther  west.  The,  travel  west  of  Wlieeiing  was  ehietl}'  h)cal, 
and  the  i-oad  ])resenti'd  searcndy  a  tithe  of  tlie  thi'ift.  push,  whii'l  and 
excitement  which  characterized  it.  east  of  that  ))oint  ;  and  there  was  a 
eorres])oiiding  lack  of  incident,  accident  and  anecdote  on  the  extreme 
western  division.  The  distance  from  Wheeling  to  ('olumbns  is  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  miles,  and  the  road  enters  the  ca)»ital  of 
Ohio  by  way  of  High  street.  Before  the  era  of  railroads  Columbus 
derived  its  chief  business  fioni  the  JSTationai  Road. 

Neil,  Moore  &Co.  operated  a  lineof  stage  coaches  between  Wheel- 
ing and  Columbus  prior  to,  and  for  some  time  after,  the  year  1840, 
and  their  line  extended  west  as  far  as  Springfield.  Daniel  ^[oore,  of 
Washingtoji,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  son  Henry,  com])osed  the  ^Moore 
end  of  lliis  old  Ohio  Stage  Company.  Heniy  Moore  subsecpuMitly 
located  in  Baltimore,  and  died  there.  His  fatliei- died  in  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  more  than  half  a  century  ago.  John  Scott,  of  Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania,  antedates  I)anitd  Moore  as  a  stage  pro])riefoi'. 
He  ran  a  line  of  coaches  between  Washington  and  Wheeling  as  early 
as  the  year  1810,  on  an  old  road  between  those  points,  which  was 
used  ])revious  to  the  construction  ol'  the  National  IJoad.  and  had  the 
confr;iet   foe  caiTying  the  Uniteil  Stales  mails. 

William  Neil,  the  old  stage  prnprielor.  was  the  ])roj(.'ctoi-  and 
owner  of  the  Neil  House,  the  U'ading  hoti'l  of  Colnml)Us.  He  was 
the  possessor  of  large  means,  ('idiance<l  by  holdings  of  large  tracts 
of  fertile  land  neai*  Columltus,  which  ho  ac(|uii'ed  ;it  low  figures  in  an 
early  day.  It  is  said  his  manners  wei-e  not  of  the  .■<iii(re  order,  luit 
he  was  noted  ior  energy  and  shrewdness.  One  who  knew  him  says 
ol    him,  that  "  he  Avas  honest  in  his  dealings,  somewhat    i-oiigh  in  his 
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ways,  lull  ail  eiu-rgftic.  jtushing  man.  who  made  things  move.'  This 
description  fits  many  of  the  old  pike  hoys. 

Gen.  X.  P.  Talmadge.  of  whom  inrther  mention  is  made  here- 
after, owned  and  o])erated  a  line  of  coaches  also  between  Wheeling 
and  Columbus,  and  made  things  lively  along  the  road.  He  called 
his  line  the  '•  (lood  Intent.  ' 

John  Weaver,  as  before  stated,  tran.sferred  his  old  line  (jf  coaches 
called  the  •■  Peoples."  from  the  eastern  to  the  Ohio  portion  of  the  I'oad. 
There  was  considerable  competition  between  these  old  lines.  Imt  not 
coni])arable  to  that  of  the  old  lines  east  of  Wheeling.  The  stage 
stations  between  AVheeling  and  Columbus  were:  8t.  Clairsville.  Morris- 
town.  FairvieWjAVashington.  Cambridge.  Concord.  Zanesville,  Gratiot, 
named  in  honor  of  Brig.  Gen.  Gratiot,  before  mentioned:  Jackson. 
Etna  and  Peynoldsburg. 

Among  the  old  tavern  keepers  west  of  Wheeling,  the  following 
were  prominent  and  well  known  in  the  olden  time:  Moses  Phodes 
kept  at  Bridgeport,  and  hailed  the  west-bound  ti'aveler  on  his  entrance 
to  the  borders  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  A  short  distance  further  west, 
one  Cusic,  and  after  him  Xicols.  in  the  same  old  tavern,  ministered 
to  the  wants  of  the  traveler  on  the  nation's  old  highway.  A  short 
drive  from  Xicols'  brought  the  wayfarei'  to  the  house  of  Chambers, 
ever  ready  to  wait  u])oii  the  ])nblic.  and  a  little  beyond  wjis  the  AVood- 
mancy  house,  kept  by  Isaac  Gleaves,  who  afterward  hung  up  his  sign 
at  a  house  further  west.  Passing  AVoodmancv's,  the  next  old  tavern 
was  McMahon's.  a  veritable  son  of  Erin,  overflowing  with  native  gen- 
erosity. This  part  of  the  road  seems  to  have  been  an  Irish  n)W.  since 
the  next  old  tavern,  after  passing  McMahon's,  was  kept  by  one  AIc- 
Caffre}-.  A  short  distance  west  of  McCaffrey's  the  town  of  St.  Clairs- 
ville comes  in  view,  one  of  the  oldest  towns  of  Ohio,  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice for  Belmont  county,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  illustrious  old 
AVestmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  soldier  and  patriot.  Gen.  Arthur 
St.  Clair. 

In. St.  Clairsville,  James  Smith  kept  the  stage  office,  and  bowed 
in  genuine  old  pike  style  to  the  coming  and  going  passengers.  One 
mile  west  of  St.  Clairsville,  an  old  German,  or  Swede,  bearing  the 
non-musical  name  of  Xeiswanger,  or  something  like  it.  kept  a  tavern, 
and.  according  to  tradition,  a  good  one.  His  house  was  a  fine  brick 
building,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road.  One  mile  further  west,  one 
Hoover  entertained  the  traveling  public,  and  beyond  hiin,  one  Cham- 
lierlin  i)resided  over  a  good  old  tavern. 

The  village  of  Sloysville  is  next  reached,  Avhich.  of  course,  hail 
its  tavern,  as  all  villages  have,  and  probably  more  than  one;  but 
the  old  wagoner  who  furnished  most  of  the  data  for  this  cliai)ter  could 
m)t  recall  the  names  of  the  old  proprietors  thereof  It  was  a  long 
time  ago  that  he  drove  a  team  on  the  road,  and  he  is  verging  upon 
his  ninetieth  3'ear,  and  therefore  not  to  be  censured  for  forgetful ness. 

The  writer  found  more  difficulty  in  obtaining  information  con- 
cerning this  portion  of  the  road  than  any  other.    In  fact,  he  admits 
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liis  liiiliuv  to  (ilitaiii  the  iicci'>s;iry  diihi  t'uv  |ir(M|ii(iii<;-  an  accurate- 
liislory  of  il.  Ih'  wroli'  to  all  tlie  postiiuistors  on  the  Oliio  liiic 
east  of  Coliiiulnis,  for  information  C'Oncerniii<f  the  roatl,  and  no  re- 
sjionse  eanie,  exee])t  in  one  instance,  and  that  was  to  a  letter  whieli 
I'eat'hed  a  wronn;  destination.  1 1  was  addressed  In  the  postmaster 
at  Jackson,  a  villai;-e  on  tlie  road,  called  •■Jacktown"  l)y  the  old 
])ike  hoys,  and  loiind  its  way  to  the  postmaster  of  Jackson.  Jackson 
county,  a  consideralile  distance  south  of  the  National  Road.  Jt 
haii])ened  that  the  ])ostmaster  who  received  tliis  letter  was  a  native 
of  Hro\vns\  ille.  Fayette  county.  Pennsylvania,  a  memher  of  the  ohl 
Sloan  I'amily  oithat  ])lace.  hut  he  was  so  far  away  from  the  road  that 
he  could  furnish  no  information  concerning  it.  He.  at  least,  was 
courteous,  a  trait  for  which  he  is  indeljted,  pro1)al)ly,  to  the  circum- 
stance of  his  nativity.  A  self-im])oi'tant  ])ostmaster,  es])ecially  of 
a  little  town,  like  the  political  car])et-hagger,  has  no  respect  ibr  an- 
eit'nt  laiidinarl'is. 

gloving  on  Avestwardly,  the  next  ])oint  readied  is  ]\IorristowMi, 
the  second  stage  station  west  of  AVlieeling.  This  town  was  at  its 
best  Avhen  the  National  lioad  was  the  leading  avenue  of  trade  and 
travel.  John  Bynuni  and  John  Lip]»iiu-ott  wt're  the  old  tawrn 
•keepers  of  Morristown,  and  took  ])ride  in  scanning  the  old  way  hills, 
and  catering  to  the  wants  of  hungry  stage  ])assengers. 

One  mile  west  of  Morristown  ('hristopher  Hoover  hung  out  his 
old  sign  board  in  front  of  a  substantial  brick  house,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  road,  and  a  short  distance  l)eyond.  Xoble  Taylor,  a  combination 
of  familiar  old  pike  names,  entertained  the  traveling  puldic. 

The  village  of  Hendrysburg  is  next  reached.  This  ])lace  is  on  the 
dividing  line  between  Belmont  an<l  (iuernsey  counties.  It  is  not  and 
never  Avas  a  p)retentious  town,  but  its  old  inhabitants  derived  much 
comfort,  and  not  a  little  pleasure,  from  advantages  ;ifi'orded  by  the 
National  lload. 

Passing  one  or  more  old  taverns  whose  occupants  aiul  owners 
cannot  l)e  recalled,  the  traveler  comes  u])on  the  town  of  Fairview.  a 
stii-ring  ])lace  in  the  palmy  days  of  the  road.  There  AVilliam  Brad- 
shaw  was  a  ])o])ular  tavern  keeper.  lie  and  Isaac  Gleaves.  formerly 
of  the  Woodmancy  House,  near  Wheeling,  Avere  the  leading  tavern 
keepers  in  Fairview  fifty  years  ago. 

West  of  Fairview  the  old  tavt'i'u  keejiers  wei'e:  William  Arm- 
strong, Joseph   Ferrell  and  Alexander '^Faylor. 

Middletown  is  next  reached,  and  here  Thomas  Hays  aiul  one 
Thompson  each  kept  a  tavern  in  the  olden  lime,  and  ghuldened  the 
heart  of  many  a  weary  traveler. 

West  of  Middletown  the  roll  bears  the  names  of  Alter  Briggs 
and  Alexander  S])eers. 

Samuel  Smith   ke])t  the  old   tavern  at  .h'Ji/>al)ethtown.      ^Vest  of 
Elizabethtown,  one  Crayton  kejit  a  tavern,  and    beyond    him  WidoAV 
Drake.     The  widows   nevei-  sun-emh'r. 

The  village  ol'  Washinicton  is  next  reached.     Here  Sin)on  Heymer 
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kept  at  the  sign  of  the  "Bhick  Bear/'  and  Peter  Colley,  formerly  of 
Centreville.  kept  a  tavern  in  Washington  as  late  as  1854. 

West  of  Washington  the  old  traveler  on  the  road  found  rest  and 
refreshment  first  at  the  tavern  of  AVidow  Slams,  and  before  reaching 
Cambridge,  excellent  entertainment  was  furnished  b}'  Joseph  Griffith, 
James  Smith,  John  Shaw.  Mr.  Slater,  Mr.  McCueu.  John  Nice,  Robert 
McMurry.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  and  Joshua  Davis. 

Cambridge  comes  next  on  the  line.  This  is  the  capital  of 
Guernsej^  county,  one  of  the  liveliest  towns  on  the  road,  and  sur- 
viving its  decline,  remains  prosperous.  The  old  tavern  keepers  in 
Cambridge  were  William  Ferguson,  W^yatt  Hutchinson.  Bazil  Brown, 
Mr.  Xeedam,  3Ir.  Pollard,  Joseph  Bute,  Elijah  Grimes,  John  Cook,-James 
B.  Moore,  Captain  Hersing,  John  Tingle  and  George  Metcalf.  The 
latter  kept  one  of  the  .stage  houses. 

Three  miles  west  of  Cambridge,  Thomas  Carran  kept  an  old 
tavern.  Further  west,  taverns  were  kept  by  Jacob  Sunefrank,  Mr. 
Laird,  Alex.  Leeper,  Ichabod  Grummon.  Mr.  Sutton,  Frank  Dixon, 
William  McDonald  and  Lewis  McDonald.  Lewis  McDonald's  old 
tavern  was  near  the  dividing  line  between  Guernsey  and  Muskingum 
counties. 

After  entering  the  county  of  Muskingum  the  first  old  tavern 
reached  was  kept  liy  William  McKinney,  and  next  in  line  comes  the 
old  tavern  of  William  AVilson,  still  doing  business  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Edward  McCloud. 

At  l^orwich  Mr.  Sinsabaugh  kept  a  tavern.  He  was  the  father 
of  Rev.  Hiram  Sinsabautih,  D.  D.,  for  many  years  a  leading  member 
of  the  Pittsburg  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  a 
man  of  much  learning  and  genuine  piet}",  pure  in  thought,  and  up- 
right in  conduct.  The  author  of  these  pages  knew  him  well,  and  in 
the  whole  range  of  his  acquaintance  never  met  a  sincerer  friend,  or  a 
more  just  man.  He  died  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  a  few  years  ago. 
Lightly  rest  the  sod  that  covers  his  grave.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  pike  boys,  as  in  early  life  he  led  horses  from  his  father's  house  in 
Ohio  to  eastern  markets. 

Further  westward  on  the  road  Jacob  Probasco  hung  up  his  sign 
in  front  of  an  old  tavern,  he  of  Jockey  Hollow  fame  before  men- 
tioned. His  tavern  at  this  point  was  known  as  the  '•  Ten  Mile  House," 
being  di.stant  ten  miles  from  Zanesville. 

One  mile  west  of  Probasco's  one  McNutt,  of  Irish  extraction,  and 
good  fame  as  a  landlord,  kept  a  tavern,  and  next  bej^ond,  on  the 
westward  trend.  John  Livengood,  whose  name  imports  old  Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch  stock,  ministered  to  the  wants  of  strangers  and  travelers. 

Zanesville  is  next  reached.  Zanesville  is  the  C(ninty  seat  of  Mus- 
kingum county.  It  is  siluato  on  tlu-  .Muskingum  river,  fifty-nine 
miles  east  from  Columljus.  Mr.  Leslie  l<ept  a  tavern  in  Zanesville  in 
the  olden  time,  and  entertained  tlu'  ))ulilie  in  a  highly  satisfactory 
nianner.  His  house  was  a  brick  liuilding  on  tlie  north  side  of  the 
street  and  road,  and  at  the  west  end  of  the  low  u.     When  Leslie  kept 
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l:ivcni  in  Zaiirsvillo.  llic  town  loiitaiiuil  ;i  iiopuliilioii  of  aliotil  7. '•••<•. 
Its  jioinilatiiiii  al  lliis  date  exceeds  25. (Hid.  Il  survi\ri|  llic  ilccliiu'  of 
tlio  I'oad.  and  ^itw  rajtidly  in  pDpidalion  and  wcaltli.  I>nt  it  may  lie 
donlitcd  wlu'tlicr  it.s  pivscnl  money  makini;-  inlialiitants  i-xiirricnct'  a.s 
mucli  o|  the  rral  pleasures  and  enjoymmls  of  life  as  their  pi'edeees- 
sors  of  ti ft y  years  a,<;'«).  when  the  dashinii;  staii'e  eoach  woke  up  (he 
eelioes  ot  the  dull  town,  and  the  heavy  tread  of  (he  |)onderous  hroad 
wlieeled  wau'on  told  the  whole  story  of  eomnuTee  and  tfade.  The 
illustrious  Samuel  S.  Cox  was  born  and  reareil  in  ZanesviUe.  and  iheri'- 
fore,  innU-r  a  ilelinilion  ^iven  in  a  previous  (d)apter.  a  ])\kv  hoy.  IK- 
was  ealk'd  ■•  Sunset,  by  reason  of  a  i;'nshini;'  description  he  wi-ote  of 
the  Settinii;  Sun.  wheu  a  young  man.  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
views  wbieli  so  deeply  impressed  his  youthtnl  niind  weiv  had  from 
points  on  the  jSalioual  Road,  in  the  vicinity  ol  his  native  town,  lie 
was  one  of  the  l)rii!;htest  stars  in  the  galaxy  of  American  statt'smen. 

A  writer  in  a  CTUerusev  county  i»ai)er  i-'ives  the  followiiiii;  lively 
description  of  scenes  on  the  )-oad  in  that  locality: 

••Isaac  Gleaves  was  one  of  the  old  tavern  keepers  in  Fairview. 
His  house  was  the  stage  office,  where  a  halt  was  made  for  exchange 
of  horses,  and  to  discharge  and  take  on  passengei's.  The  stage  offices 
were  places  of  public  resort,  and  around  the  bar-rooms  gathered  tiie 
to])ei'sand  loafers,  by  day  and  by  night.  The  old  stage  drivers  were 
full  of  fun  and  frolic,  and  could  entertain  the  curious  with 

'Tales  fearful  and  awful, 
E'en  to  name  would  be  unlawful. 
Fast  bj'  an  ingle  blinking  bonnily, 
Wie  recanning  swats  that  drank  divineh', 
These  souters  told  their  queerest  stories, 
And  the  landlord's  laugh  was  ready  chorus.' 

•■There  was  Xat  Smith,  Sam  Smith,  Jim  Smith.  P)ate  Smith.  Jo 
Smith,  Quil  Smith,  Bill  Smith,  and  more  of  the  Smith  family,  and 
Sam  Grouse,  Jake  Crouse,  Sylvester  Root,  Sam  Kirk,  Tom  Kii-k,  Tom 
Bryan,  Andy  Caster,  Tom  Carter,  Jim  Bryan,  Bony  Sheldcn.  Wash 
Cranford.  Jim  Bayless.  Mart  Jlouck,  Henry  1  light".  Tom  Crawford. 
John  McUlvaine,  iloss  Briggs,  and  a  host  of  others  of  the  •  knights  of 
the  whip  and  reins,'  of  those  old  coaching  days, 

'When  hand  to  hand  tliey  cut  and  strive, 
Devil  take  the  hindmost  of  the  drive.' 

"Near  by  stood  the  old  'smithy"  of  Ca])t.  John  (i.  IjcH's  father. 
Avhose  bellows  fl[a])]»ed.aiHl  vvd  sparks  flew,  and  an\  il  rang,  night  and 
day,  to  kec))  the  horses  feet  in  trim,  so  that  down  the  slope  to  lleii- 
drysburgh.  and  on  to  Boden's  hill  ami  Tayloi-'s  hill,  and  o'er  Salt  Fork's 
long  stretch,  through  ice  and  sleet,  these  Jt-hus  could  safely,  and  on 
time,  move  on  their  load  of  living  freight  and  the  mails  sent  out  by 
'  Cncle  Sam.'  John  Miskimmius,  one  of  the  early  settlers  at  the 
onth  of  Wills  Creek,  was  the  general  agent  from  (^\jlumbus  to  Wheel- 
i'.  of  the  great  Neil,  Moore  &  Co.,  whose  lines  cobwebbed  (he  State 
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of  Ohio.  Otho  Jliiitdii  was  the  United  States  mail  a!:;eiit  to  look  after 
the  mail  robbers,  lie  turned  out  to  be  one  himself,  and  was  ])laced 
undei"  arrest  for  openini;'  the  mails  between  Caml.)i-idge  and  Washing- 
Ion,  lie  was  indicted  and  arraigned  before  the  United  States  court 
at  ('olumbus,  released  on  bail,  and  tied  to  Honolulu,  where  he  died 
in  1856. 

"Gen.N.  P.  Talmadge  ])laeed  on  the  road  what  was  called  the 
opposition,  or  Good  Intent,  line  of  stages.  This  was  just  alter  the 
Washingtonian  temperance  movement.  He  made  temperance  speeches 
along  the  line,  and  required  his  drivers  to  take  the  pledge.  He  stopped 
at  Cambridge  and  made  a  s])eech  in  the  old  Presbyterian  church,  and 
sang  a  song,  his  drivers  taking  u])  the  chorus.  We  give  in  substance, 
if  not  in  word,  a  verse  : 

'  Our  horses  are  true  and  couches  fine, 
No  upsets  or  runaways ; 
Nor  drunken  drivers  to  swear  and  curse, 
For  its  cold  water  all  the  days. 

CUORUS. 

For  our  agents  and  drivers 

Are  all  fully  bent, 
To  go  for  cold  water, 

On  line  ( food  Intent, 
Sing,  go  it,  nij'  hearties, 
Cold  water  for  nie.' 

'•Isaac  Gleaveswas  not  l)ehindas  a  caterei-  to  the  inner  man,  and 
a  dinner  or  supper  b}"  the  stage  passengers,  after  being  rocked  and 
tossed  at  a  six  miles  per  hour  rate,  was  relished  even  by  Tippecanoe 
and  Corwin,  too,  and  Democrats  did  not  starve  nor  turn  up  their 
noses  because  old  Isaac  was  a  Whig.  He  had  a  famous  recipe  for  the 
cure  of  the  ague,  which  for  it:^  queer  compcnind  he  was  often  required 
to  give,  not  so  much  for  the  ingredients;  they  were  very  simple;  but 
for  the  first  preparation  for  the  compound.  This  was  to  boil  down  a 
quart  of  water  to  a  pint.  And  to  the  inquiry, 'What  is  the  water 
boiled  down  for.  Uncle  Isaac?'  he  would  repl}",  'to  make  it  stronger.' 

''A  little  further,  and  last,  was  Major  William  Bradshaw,  just  over 
in  Belmont  county.  He  was  the  soul  of  Avit  and  humor,  and  gave 
out  nuiiiy  eX])ressions  that  have  become  noted.  To  all  that  he  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  entertain,  he  gave  the  answer,  'Take  the  Barnes- 
ville  road.'  His  toast  drank  in  honor  of  the  Fairview^  guards,  a  mil- 
itary com])any  that  had  been  ])ai-ading  'with  ]dumes  and  banners 
gay,' just  after  the  close  of  the  -Mexican  war,  will  live  in  the  military 
history  of  Guernsey  county  —  'Soldici's  in  peace,  civilians  in  war.'" 

The  Smiths  above  mentioned  all  di-ove  stages  on  the  road  east  of 
Wheeling,  l)efore  going  to  (3hi(),  and  lived  in  Brownsville.  All  the 
male  mcndters  of  the  family  were  drivers,  including  Samuel,  tlie 
father.  Jlis  sons  were,  Samuel,  jr.,  (Jilbert,  (^uill,  Bate  and  Nat, 
familiar  names  in  the  early  history  of  the  road. 
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The  lai'<>;est  town  on  the  liiu'  ol'  tlir  ri>;nl  \\c>l  of  ( '(tliiiiiliii^.  in 
the  State  of  Oliio.  is  Spriiin-Hchl.  tlu'  caiiital  of  ('larl<  (iiuiily.  'V\\v 
(lislance  between  ( '(tliinilms  aiul  S|)rini;'liel(l  is  liirl  y-livc  milrs.  S|iiini;- 
li'ld  enjoyed  for  a  iiumlxT  of  years  the  advaiitau'es  ol'  the  I'oad,  and 
feh  a  priile  in  heini:;  on  its  line.  Imt  its  i;T()\vth  and  dcV(l(>|inirnt.  the 
I'l'snlt  of  other  ai;"eneirs.  haxc  thi-own  a  inantU'  of  (dilivi(ni  o\ci-  thi" 
time  when  the  rait ie  of  the  stage  euaeli  and  the  rnnihh' of  roail  wagons 
furnished  the  ehief  exeitemeiit  of  lier  streets. 

The  I'oad  )ienetraled  Indiana  at  tlic  honndary  line  i>\'  \Va\ne 
connty.  in  tliat  State.  The  length  of  tiie  line  liirongh  Indiana  is  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  and  one-fourth  miles,  and  the  sum  of  .f^SKi.Ult'J 
was  expended  on  it  for  hridges  and  nuisouiT.  AVork  was  hegnn  at 
I  ndianapolis  and  prosecuted  east  and  west  from  that  jioint.  in  olu'di- 
enee  to  an  act  of  Congress  given  in  tlu;  chapter  on  A])])i'oprialions. 
The  road  was  com))leted  through  Wayne  county  in  ]S27.  It  was  not 
macadamized  or  graveled,  and  in  the  3'car  1850  was  ahsoi-luMl  hy  the 
Waj'nc  County  Turn])iko  Company,  under  a  charter  granted  hy  8tute 
authority.      The  length  of  this  pike  is  twenty-two  miles. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  Wayne  County 
Turnpike  Company  reads  as  follows: 

"  The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  he  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  and  slnUI  be  a])plied 
to  the  construction  of  a  turn])ike  road  in  Wayne  county,  comniencing 
at  the  western  terminus  of  the  Eichmoiid  turn])ike.  about  three  miles 
east  of  Richmond,  and  to  be  continued  westward  on  the  line  of  the 
National  Road  to  the  county  line  between  the  counties  of  Henry  and 
Wayne;  and  the  State  of  Indiana  herein' relinrpiishes  to  said  Wayne 
County  Tui-n|)ike  Company  all  the  rights,  interests,  and  claims  in 
and  to  the  line  of  said  National  Eoad  in  said  county  of  Wayne;  the 
grade,  materials.  l)ri(lges,  constructions  of  all  kinds  she  now  has,  or  may 
hereafter  acquire  from  tlie  (feneral  Gc^pk-ernment.  in  and  to  tlie  said 
National  Road  :  Prorideil,  That  in  case  the  Federal  (Jovei'nment 
should,  at  any  time  hereafter,  determine  to  resume  the  ownership  and 
control  of  said  road,  said  company  shall  r(dini|uish  the  same  to  the 
Grenei'al  Government,  on  receiving  from  it  the  full  cost  of  consti'uction 
as  ex])ended  by  said  comi)any." 

The  section  (pioled  discloses  a  j)oint  which  the  eoui-t  of  Somerset 
county,  Pennsylvania,  seems  to  have  overlooked  when  it  condemned 
that  ]iorlion  of  the  road  lying  within  the  bordei's  of  t  hat  county,  took 
])o.ssession  of  its  ])i'operty,  and  decreetl  it  li'ce  from  tolls.  ^The  sevei'al 
acts  of  Congress  ceding  the  road  to  Pennsylvania  and  the  other  States 
through  which  it  passed,  reserved  the  right  of  Congress  at  any  sub- 
se([uent  time  to  I'esume  ownershij)  and  control,  and  in  case  of  the 
extu'cise  of  this  I'eserved  I'ight.  the  (|  nest  ion  arises,  what  would  become 
of  the  decive  of  the  Sonu-i'set  county  coui't? 

Prior  to  the  construction  of  the  National  IJoad  in  Indiana.  [Robert 
Morrisson.    the    founder    of    the    Moi'i'isscni     Lilii-ar\-,    of   Richmond, 
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and  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  place,  was  mainljMnstrumental 
in  causing  a  gravel  road  to  l)e  made  from  Eichmond  to  Da^yton,  Ohio, 
which  was  known  as  the  '■  Eichmond  and  Short  Line  Pike." 
The  engineers  of  the  National  Road  adopted  the  line  of  Morrisson's 
road  in  Indiana,  with  the  exception  of  one  mile  from  a  point  near 
Clawson's  tavern  lo  the  Ohio  State  line.  The  Grovernment  surve_y 
carried  the  line  east  from  Clawson's  tavern,  and  north  of  Sycamore 
Valley,  over  two  long  and  steep  hills,  separated  It}"  a  deep  valle}'. 
To  avoid  these  hills  on  the  Ohio  side,  travel  dropped  down  over  a 
good  countr}'  road  to  the  Eichmond  and  Short  Line  Pike  at  the  State 
line.  This  country  road  was  afterwards  macadamized,  but  the  dis- 
tance between  the  State  line  and  Clawson's  tavern  has  remained  a 
gravel  road  until  the  present  time,  kept  iip  and  used  as  a  portion  of 
the  National  road,  instead  of  the  line  over  the  hills  north  of  SjT-a- 
niore  Yalley. 

Morrisson's  company  was  merged  in  the  AVayne  County  Turnpike 
Compau}"  in  1850.  This  company  issued  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
shares  of  stock  of  the  par  value  of  fift}'  dollars  each,  and  operated 
its  road  until  the  year  1890,  when  Jackson  township,  1)}'  virtue  of  a 
popular  vote,  purchased  that  portion  of  it  lying  within  her  bounda- 
ries for  the  sum  of  8^,500,  and  made  it  free  of  tolls.  In  1893,  Wayne 
township  bought  the  road  within  her  boundaries  for  811,000,  and 
made  it  free.  The  preliminary  steps  are  now  being  taken  b}'  the 
citizens  of  Center  township  to  take  a  vote  on  a  proposition  to  pur- 
chase the  road  within  her  borders.  If  this  measure  carries  the  road 
will  be  free  throughout  its  entire  length  in  "Wayne  count}'. 

The  Presidents  of  the  Wayne  County  Turnpike  Company  have 
been  Eobert  Morrisson,  Jacob  Brooks,  Edmund  Laurence,  William 
Parry,  and  Joseph  C.  Eatliff,  the  last  named  having  served  continu- 
ously from  1871  to  the  present  time,  a  pleasant  gentleman  of  fine 
executive  abilities. 

This  company  has  always  paid  dividends  of  seven  per  cent,  on 
its  capital  stock  of  839,000,  and  for  the  last  ten  years  a  majority  of 
its  stockholders  have  been  women. 

The  rate  of  toll  was  two  cents  a  mile  for  horse  and  buggy  and  one- 
half  cent  per  mile  for  each  additional  horse,  one  cent  for  a  horse  and 
rider  per  mile,  and  one-half  cent  for  a  led  horse. 

The  toll  houses  were  small  frame  structures  and  the  gates  simpl}' 
heav}'  poles  to  raise  and  let  down  after  the  manner  of  the  beam  that 
lowered  and  lifted  u])  ''the  old  oaken  bucket  that  hung  in  the  well." 

Going  westwardly  from  the  Ohio  State  line,  in  Indiana,  the  first 
tavern  was  that  of  James  Neal.  at  Sycamore  Valley.  Of  Neal  l)ut 
little  can  be  gleaned  beyond  the  fact  that  he  ke])t  tavern  at  this  ])oint 
for  several  3'ears. 

The  next  tavern  was  Clawson's,  a  brick  building,  erected  about 
the  year  1818  by  Eobert  Hill.  It  stood  a  little  distance  noi-th  of  the 
road,  and  near  the  western  end  of  the  line  before  mentioned,  as  hav- 
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ing  ]>een  locatcil  luu  not  usod.  ami  was  subseqiUMitly  tdrii  down  ainl 
rel»iiilt  oil  the  traveled  line.  It  i,s  said  that  Robert  Jlills  dauifhters 
hauled  the  hriek  for  Iheir  father's  house  in  an  ox  eart.  Clawson  was 
a  tall,  muscular  man.  and  heyoiid  these  i'acts  concei'uing  him.  he  is 
lost  to  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhahitaiit  oi'  Indiana.  West 'of 
Clawsons  the  iirst  toll  iz;ate  in  Jndiana  was  encountered.  It  stood 
near  (Jlen  .Miller  Park  and  almost  within  the  suburbs  of  Eichniond. 
This  gale  was  moved  several  times,  but  never  over  a  inile  from 
Eiehniond. 

The  city  of  Eichmond  is  the  first  large  town  on  the  line  of  the 
road  within  the  borders  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  and  the  i-oad  forms 
its  Main  street.  It  is  four  miles  from  the  Ohio  line,  and  the  county 
seat  of  Wayne  county.     Its  present  population  is  25,0(10. 

The  first  tavern  of  the  road  in  Eichmond  was  ke])t  by  Charles 
W.  Starr.  It  was  a  regular  old  ]Mke  tavern,  with  extensive  stabling 
and  drove  3'ards  attached,  occujning  one-fourth  of  a  square  on  the 
northeast  cornel-  of  Eighth,  formerly  Fifth  street.  The  building  was 
of  1)rick.  known  in  later  years  as  the  Tremont  Hotel.  It  is  still 
standing,  but  not  used  as  a  hotel  or  tavern.  Charles  W.  Starr  was  a 
man  of  medium  size  and  of  Quaker  faith.  He  wore  the  Quaker  garb. 
had  (Quaker  habits,  and  w'as  esteemed  a  good  citizen.  Some  of  his 
descendants  are  still  living  at  Kichinond,  and  three  of  his  sons  are 
prominent  and  active  business  men  of  that  place. 

A  short  distance  below  Starr's,  and  between  Sixth  and  Seventh 
streets,  stood  Sloan's  brick  stage  house,  and  its  proprietor,  Daniel  D. 
Sloan.  Avas  at  one  time  postmaster  of  Eichmond.  This  tavern  was 
headquarters  for  two  stage  lines,  one  running  to  Indiana])olis  and  the 
other  to  Cincinnati.  The  Cincinnati  line  had  opposition,  and  by 
cutting  rates  the  fare  Avas  reduced  by  the  competition  and  during  its 
continuance,  from  five  dollars  to  fifty  cents  for  the  round  tri]).  distance 
seventy  miles  direct.  A  jtortion  of  Sloan's  old  tavern  still  remains. 
and  adjoins  Eoling's  hardw^are  store.  Sloan  Avas  heavj'  set,  fleshy,  an<l 
well  poised  for  a  tavern  keeper. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  road,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth 
streets,  William  Nixon  ke])t  a  tavern  on  the  site  of  the  ])resent  Hunt- 
ington House.  He  was  a  S])are,  sinewy  man,  of  the  (Quaker  faith.  Tie 
kept  the  tavern  at  the  point  named  from  1840  to  about  1843. 

A  noted  tavern  was  (Jilbert's,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Sixth 
and  Main  streets.  Joseph  W.  Gilbert  kej)t  this  house  for  many  years. 
It  was  a  two-story  frame  building,  pebble  coated.  Gilbert  was  tall 
and  slim,  ])olile  and  affable,  and  had  many  friends.  He  suffered  the 
misfortune  of  going  blind,  and  died  at  Ri(dniiond  in  181)0.  in  the 
ninety-second  year  of  his  age.  When  barely  able  to  distinguish 
large  objects  he  walked  much  uj)  and  down  the  streets,  asking  per- 
sons he  met  to  tell  him  the  time  of  day,  always  pulling  out  his 
Avatch  and  holding  it  up  for  inspection.  At  one  time  Avheii  Gilbert 
Avas  moA'ing  a  \mrt  of  his  tavern  building,  Charles  Newman,  on  ]iass- 
ing  along,  inquii-e(l  of  the  old    landhtrd.  whose  house  was  note<l   foi- 
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its  cleanliness,  how  many  bed  bugs  he  found.  Gilbert  replied  with 
indignation,  "Not  a  single  one."'  '-I  believe  you.  Josejih,"  said 
Newman,  "for  they  are  married  and  have  large  families."  Most  of 
the  early  taverns  of  Eichmond  were  in  the  western  part  of  the  town. 

It  is  related  in  the  latest  history-  of  Indiana,  that  Jeremiah  Cox, 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Eichmond,  regarded  with  disfavor  the 
scheme  of  building  up  the  town;  and  is  said  to  have  remarked,  that 
he  would  rather  see  a  buck's  tail  than  a  tavern  sign,  and  his  sincerity 
was  made  evident  by  the  fact,  that  he  did  not  make  his  addition  to 
the  town  plat  until  two  yeai-s  after  the  date  of  Smith's  survey,  or  two 
years  after  Philip  Harter  had  a  tavern  sign  swinging  near  a  log 
building  on  lot  G.  South  Fifth  (Pearl)  street. 

Another  early  tavern  of  Eichmond  was  kept  at  the  northwest 
corner  of  Main  and  Fifth  (Pearl),  sign  of  the  green  tree,  by  Jona- 
than Bayles,  and  another,  of  later  date,  on  Fourth  (Front)  street, 
near  the  southwest  corner  of  Main,  by  Ephraim  Lacey.  Harter  soon 
afterward  kept  a  tavern  at  the  corner  of  Noi-th  Fifth  (Pearl)  and 
Main,  where  the  Citizen's  bank  afterward  stood,  then  called  Ilarter's 
corner. 

Another  tavern  was  kept  on  Gilbert's  corner,  northwest  corner 
of  Main  and  Sixth  (]\rarion),  first,  it  is  believed,  by  Abraham  Jeffries, 
and  continued  afterward  by  several  other  persons  at  dilferent  times. 

Eichard  Cheesman,  an  eav\y  settler,  lived  on  South  Fourth 
(Front)  street,  kept  a  tavern  several  years,  and  subsequently  removed 
to  Center  township,  where  he  died.  William,  a  nephew,  remained 
in  Eichmond.  and  married  a  Miss  MotRtt.  He  died  some  years  ago, 
l)ut  his  widow  is  still  living. 

John  Baldwin,  an  original  Carolinian,  kept  a  tavern  and  store 
at  the  Citizen's  bank  corner.  He  went  west,  and  became  a  trader 
with  the  Indians.  Their  savage  nature  having  at  one  time  been  ex- 
cited by  liquor  which  he  had  sold  them,  they  scalped,  or  partially 
scalped  him,  1)ut  he  survived  the  operation  and  returned  to  Wajnie 
county,  where  he  died,  six  miles  north  of  Eichmond,  in  1869.  After 
Baldwin.  William  H.  Yaughan  kept  this  tavern  for  several  years, 
and  until  it  ceased  to  entertain  the  public.  A'^aughan  had  previously' 
lce]it  the  Lacey  tavern  on  Fourth  (Front)  street. 

Patrick  Justice,  at  an  early  period,  kept  a  tavern  on  North 
Fourth  (Front)  street,  near  Main.  He  afterward  kept  a  public  house 
which  he  built  in  1827,  near  the  extreme  limits  of  the  town,  now  the 
southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Fifth  streets. 

Benjamin  Paige,  a  New  Englander,  father  of  Ealph  Paige,  once 
a  merchant  on  Main  street,  kept  a  tavern  previous  to  1830,  at  the 
corner  originally  owned  by  John  C.  Kibbey,  an  early  inn-keeper,  and 
known  as  Meek's  corner,  northeast  of  Main  and  Sixth  (Marion). 

Abraham  Jeffries  had  a  tavern  on  Gilberts  cornei-,  which  he 
kept  a  number  of  years,  and  was  succeeded  l)y  Joseph  Andi'cws.  his 
brother-in-law,  who  died  soon  after  taking  charge. 

The   last  wc'stw:ir<l   l.-ivci-n   in   Eichmond  was  kept   by  Chi'istian 
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Bulil.  who  came  from  Germany,  and  liis  liousi'  was  a  tlirrr  story  stone 
struct uiv  wlicrc  Minck's  Itrcwcry   now  is. 

At  the  west  ciul  of  liiclimond  tlio  road  crosses  Whitewater  river 
over  a  handsome  and  expensive  hridi;-e.  This  l)rid^e  lias  seven  arches, 
and  is  a  combination  ii'uss  and  arch  <h'siu;n.  ca)">ahk'  of  sustainini;"  an 
immense  wein'ht.  ( )n  the  west  side  timliers  and  wool  sacks  were  sunk 
into  a  (juicksand  upon  which  to  rest  the  founchitions  of  tlie  abutment. 

Toll-gate  No.  7  was  erected  at  the  iifth  mile  post  west  of  Rich- 
mond and  afterwards  moved  to  a  point  near  Karlham  college.  This 
gate  was  ke]it  by  William  Fagan  for  t wi'iity-three  \'ears.  and  aftei-- 
Avards  I)}'  31r.  Gardener  ibr  neai'ly  ten  years.  31  r.  (Jardenei- is  a  New 
York  man  and  was  one  of  the  best  gate-keepers  on  the  road.  His 
Avife  is  a  cousin  of  the  late  Hon.  William  B.  Windom.  who  was  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  President  Harrison's  administration. 

There  was  a  tavern  between  gate  No.  7  and  gate  Xo.  H,  which 
was  near  the  Center  township  line  and  East  Clear  creek.  West  ot 
this  point  there  is  a  curve  in  the  road  caused  by  the  refu.sal  of 
Thomas  Croft  to  remove  his  house,  which  was  on  the  snrveye(l  line. 
He  was  offered  ^500  to  remove  his  house  and  declined  to  take  it.  '^fhe 
road  was  then  of  necessity  made  around  his  house,  and  so  near  it  as 
to  loosen  its  foundations,  and  it  to))pled  and  fell  down,  causing  him 
to  lose  his  house,  and  the  sum  offered  him  as  damages  besides. 

At  the  seventh  mile  stone,  a  little  beyond  W^est  Clear  Creek 
bridge,  stood  the  shop  of  Jei'emy  Mansur.  who  manufactured  the 
first  axes  made  in  the  county  of  Wayne.  When  Martin  Yan  Buren 
made  his  trip  through  Indiana,  many  persons  denounced  him  as  an 
enemy  of  the  road,  and  some  one  in  Richmond,  to  inflict  chastisement 
u])on  the  distinguished  statesman  for  his  supposed  unfriendliness, 
sawed  a  double-tree  of  the  coach  in  which  he  was  traveling  neai'ly 
through,  and  it  broke  near  Mansur's  a.x-shop,  causing  Mr.  Xixn  Buren 
to  walk  to  the  top  of  a  hill  through  thick  mud.  The  author  of  this 
mishap  to  Mr.  Yan  Buren  subsequently  boasted  that  he  had  jiut  a 
mud  polish  on  Gentleman  Martin's  l)oots  to  give  him  a  realizing  sense 
of  the  importance  of  good  roads. 

Near  the  ninth  mile  stone  from  Eichinond  were  two  celebrated 
taverns,  Eliason's  and  Estepp's.  Both  were  brick  houses  and  well 
ke])t.  Joshua  Eliason  was  a  man  oi'  medium  size,  jovial  disposition, 
remarkably  industrious,  and  a  zealous  member  of  the  Christian 
chiu'ch.  His  tavern  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  and,  in  con- 
nection with  it,  lie  maintained  two  one-story  emigrant  houses  to 
accommodate  families  moving  west.  '^Phe  emigrants  carried  and 
cooked  their  own  provisions,  and  paid  Eliason  a  certain  sum  for  the 
use  of  his  buildings.  Drove  yards  were  also  a  profitable  feature  of 
Eliason's  tavern.  He  sold  grain  to  the  drovers,  and  after  the  cattle 
were  turned  out,  ])ut  his  own  hogs  in  the  vacated  field  to  eat  u])  the 
remnants  and  refuse. 

John  Estepp's  tavern  was  on  the  soutli  si(K'  of  tiie  road,  nearly 
opposite  Eliason's.     He  had  one  emigranl  bonsc.  nnd  did  an  I'xiensive 
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business.     He  was  a  man  of  the  lean  order,  but  always  on  the  alert  to 
turn  an  honest  penny. 

A  short  distanee  beyond  Estepp's,  Centerville  comes  in  view,  near 
where  Daniel  L.  Lashley  kept  the  principal  tavern.  He  was  a  large 
man.  and  had  a  large  patronage. 

Centerville  boasts  of  having  been  a  nursery  of  great  men.  Here 
Oliver  P.  Morton,  when  a  3'oung  man.  worked  as  a  hatter,  and  Gen. 
A.  E.  Burnside  pursued  the  humble  trade  of  a  tailor.  Gen.  Lew 
Wallace  and  Gen.  Xoble  went  to  school  in  Centerville,  and  possibly' 
the  germs  of  Ben  Hur  had  their  origin  in  this  rural  Aallage.  Hon. 
George  W.  Julian,  of  free  soil  notoriety,  was  at  one  time  a  resident 
of  Centerville,  and  Judge  JSJ^imrod  Johnson,  of  the  State  Supreme 
Court,  and  John  S.  Newman,  ex-president  of  the  Indiana  Central 
Eailroad  Compan}',  were  among  the  noted,  personages  who  lived 
there.  Centerville  was  for  many  years,  the  county  seat  of  Waj'ne 
county,  and  the  removal  of  the  offices  and  archives  to  Eichmond  pro- 
duced a  feeling  of  jealousy  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  places  which 
lingers  in  a  measure  to  this  day.  although  Eichmond  has  far  out- 
stripped her  ancient  rival  in  growth  and  improvements. 

West  of  Centerville  the  road  crosses  I^^olan's  Fork,  a  small  Indi- 
ana stream,  and  a  short  distanee  beyond,  and  near  the  Poor  Farm,  a 
toll-gate  was  established,  and  there  Avas  also  a  tavern  at  this  point. 
One  mile  west  of  the  Poor  Farm,  Cruni  Fork  is  crossed  by  means  of 
a  bridge,  and  between  this  stream  and  Germantown  there  was 
another  toll-gate  and  also  a  tavern.  There  is  a  bridge  over  the  stream 
between  Germantown  and  Cambridge  city.  "West  of  Cambridge  City, 
and  near  Dublin,  there  was  a  toll-gate,  and  a  short  distance  we.st  of 
Dublin,  the  road  passes  out  of  Wayne  county. 

The  road  forms  the  main  street  of  Dublin  and  is  called  Cumber- 
land street,  by  reason  of  this  fact.  The  first  tavern  established  in 
Dublin  was  b}'  Samuel  Schoolfield,  an  old  Yirginian,  pleasantly 
remembered  on  account  of  his  staunch  patriotism.  He  displayed  on 
his  sign-boai-d  the  motto:     '-Our  country,  right  or  wrong." 

The  railroad  absoi'bed  all  passenger  and  freight  traffic  in  the 
year  1852,  after  which  date  and  to  the  close  of  the  civil  war,  outside 
of  home  tra\el.  the  main  vehicles  on  the  Indiana  division  were 
■'  Prairie  Schooners,"'  or  semi-ciix-ular  bedded,  white-covered  emigj-ant 
wagons,  used  by  parties  moving  from  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  to 
Illinois. 

Indianapolis  as  before  stated  is  on  (he  line  of  the  road,  hut  her 
])ro]iortions  as  a  city  are  the  outgrowth  of  other  agencies.  In  the 
early  days  of  Indiana's  caintal  the  Xatioiuil  Eoad  was  hei-  only  com- 
mercial ai'tery.  and  her  jiioneer  citizens  regarded  it  as  a  gi'eat  advan- 
tage to  theii-  asjiiring  town.  The  I'ailway  era  dawned  so  soon  after 
the  road  was  located  thi-ough  Inilianajiolis  that  but  few  memories 
cluster  aliont  its  history  in  thai  locality  like  those  east  oi'  the  Ohio 
river. 

The  last  and  onl\-  remainiiiLi'  large  town  of  Indiana  on  the   road 
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is  Torre  llaulr.  a  city  like  1  iiiliaiia|)iilis  that  lias  outgrow  ii  llic  moin- 
ories  of  the  road.  aii<l  is  pi-ohalily  iillle  iniiHlful  of  the  lime  u  iuii  her 
early  inhal>itaiits  deeineil  it  a  iiiatti-r  of  hii;-h  imjiortaiiee  to  i)e  loealed 
on  its  line.  Thongh  remote  from  the  activi'  centrt's  of  the  hislorie 
road,  Torre  Iluuto  is  more  or  loss  assoeialed  w  iih  its  stii'i'in<;-  scenes 
and  former  prestige. 

There  was  n  striUing  siinilai'ity  in  the  hahits.  manners  and  pnr- 
suits  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  towns  along  the  National  lload, 
notably  between  Baltimore  and  Wheeling.  The  road  was  a  bond 
that  drew  them  together  and  united  them  as  neigh Ijors.  There  are 
many  pei'sons  still  living  avIio  remember  when  Frederic,  Ilagerstown, 
Cnmlierland.  Uniontown,  Brownsville.  Washington  and  Wheeling 
derived  their  main  support  from  the  road,  and  theii'  chief  distinction 
from  their  location  on  its  line.  This  feature  was  also  true  of  tlio 
towns  on  the  A]ipian  AVay.  on  authoi'ity  of  the  classic  authoi-,  Anthon. 

Any  one  familiar  with  the  National  l»oad  in  its  prosperous  era, 
Avhose  business  or  other  engagements  required  a  divergence  from  it, 
invariably  returned  to  it  with  a  sense  of  security  and  a  feeling  of  rest 
and  relief.  This  feeling  was  universal  and  profound.  An  illustra- 
tion is  furnished  by  Hon.  AVilliam  II.  Plaj^ford,  of  Uniontow-n,  who 
was  born  and  reared  on  Ihe  road.  After  his  college  graduation  he 
went  South  to  teach,  as  did  many  other  graduates  of  northern  col- 
leges. AYhen  liis  term  as  a  teacher  ended  his  heart  of  cour.se  yearned 
for  home,  and  homeward  he  set  his  sails.  He  struck  the  National 
Road  at  Terre  Haute,  and  the  moment  his  eyes  flashed  u])on  its 
familiar  surface  he  felt  that  he  was  among  old  friends  and  neai'ly 
home.  It  was  the  first  object  he  had  witnessed  since  his  departure 
from  the  paternal  roof  that  brought  him  in  touch  again  witli  home. 

Before  the  road  was  completed  beyond  the  western  bounchiry  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  the  steam  railway  had  become  the  cliief  agency 
of  transportation  and  travel,  and  our  grand  old  national  highway 
was  practically  lost  amid  the  primitive  prairies  of  Illinois,  so  that 
whereas  its  splendor  was  favored  by  the  rising,  it  was  dispelled  be- 
neath the  Settino-  Sun. 


GEN.   GEORGE  W.  CASS. 


CHAPTER   XLII. 


Superintendents  iniiler  Ndiional  Control  —  GV/j.  Gratlol,  Captains  Delajicld,  McKee, 
Bliss,  HartzeU,  WiUiatns,  Colquit  and  Cass,  and  Lievfs.  Mansfield,  Vance  and 
Fickell — Tfie  Old  Mile  Posts  —  Commissioners  and  Suj^erinfendents  under 
State  Control  —  William  Seariglit,  William  Hopkins,  and  Earlier  and  Later 
Coitnnissioners  and  Superintendents  —  A  Pennsylvania  Court  Wijtes  Out  a 
Section  of  the  Road. 

Down  to  the  year  1834,  as  has  been  seen,  the  road  was  under  the 
eoiitrol  and  supervision  of  the  War  Department  of  the  General  Orov- 
ernnient.  Brig. -Gen.  Gratiot  was  the  chief  officer  in  immediate  charge. 
The  town  of  Gratiot  on  the  line  of  the  road  in  Muskingum  county, 
Ohio,  was  named  in  his  honor.  Captains  Delafield,  McKee,  Bliss, 
Bartlett,  Hartzell,  Williams,  Colquit  and  Cass,  and  Lieuts.  Mansfield, 
Yance  and  Pickell,  all  graduates  of  West  Point,  were  more  or  less 
identified  with  the  construction,  management  and  repairs  of  the  road. 
These  arm}'  officers  were  all  well  known  to  the  people  along  the  road 
sixty  years  ago.  Gen.  Gratiot  was  probably  dead  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  civil  war,  or^oo  old  for  active  service.  Mansfield  fell  at 
Antietam,  a  major  general  of  the  Union  forces.  Williams  was  killed 
at  the  storming  of  Montere}'  in  the  Mexican  war.  McKee  fell  while 
gallantly  leading  a  regiment  in  the  hot  fight  at  Buena  Vista.  Hart- 
zell, promoted  to  the  rank  of  major,  fought  through  the  Mexican  war. 
and  died  soon  after  returning  to  his  home  in  Lexington,  Kentucky. 
Bliss  and  Delafield  l)oth  died  within  the  current  decade.  Colquit,  a 
near  relative  of  the  Georgia  Senator  of  that  name,  died  in  (he  Con- 
federate service.  Ca])t.  Geo.  W.  Cass,  while  on  the  road  as  an  engineer 
in  cliarge  of  repairs,  married  a  daughter  of  the  late  George  Dawson, of 
Brownsville,  located  at  that  place,  and  transacted  business  there  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  subsequently  went  to  Pittsburg  as  president 
of  the  Adams  Express  Company,  and  later  became  yn-esident  of  the 
Pittsburg,  Ft.  Wayne  k  Chicago  Pailway  Company.  He  was  prom- 
inent and  influential  in  the  politics  of  Pennsylvania,  and  on  several 
occasions  stood  second  in  the  ballotings  for  the  Democratic  nomina- 
tion for  Governor.  He  died  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He  was  twice 
married.     His  widow  surviving  him,  is  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 

The  iron  mile  posts,  so  familiar  to  the  traveler  on  the  road,  were 
turned  out  in  foundries  of  Connellsville  and  Brownsville.  Major  James 
Francis  had  the  contract  for  making  and  delivering  those  lictw(H'n 
Cumberland  and   Brownsville.      His  foundry   was   at  Connellsville, 
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i\'iiiisylv:iiiia.  Col.  AK'X.  ,1.  Hill.  :i  well  known  and  ])oi»ular  coki' 
operator,  and  Doinoeratic  [lolitician  of  Fayotto  t-onnly.  Pennsylvania. 
is  a  son-in  law  of  .^^ajo^  Francis,  llie  old  foiindiynian.  Tlioso  between 
l^rownsvillo  and  Wheeling  Avere  made  at  SnowdeiTs  old  foundry,  in 
Brownsville,  John  8nowden,  eontraetor.  They  were  hauled  alonj;; 
the  road  for  distribution  in  wagon.s  drawn  by  six  horse  teams.  AVilh- 
in  the  last  two  years  they  were  re-set  and  re-painted,  liet  ween  Browns- 
ville and  the  Maryland  State  line,  under  tlie  direction  of  Commis- 
sioner Ewini'-  Searight,  and  stand  erect  in  their  original  sites,  silent 
witnesses  of  the  great  procession  that  passed  in  front  of  them  for  so 
many  years,  and  if  they  possessed  the  attributes  of  sjicech  and 
memory,  couhl  narrate  the  stor}^  of  a  great  higliway.  Avhich  in  inci- 
dent and  interest  is  without  a  rival. 

William  Searight  was  a  commissioner  of  the  road  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  in  its  prosperous  era.  His  jurisdiction  extended  over 
the  line  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  of  Irish  lineage, 
and  Presliyterian  faith.  His  parents  located  in  Ligionier  Valley, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  about  the  year  1780.  Upon 
reaching  his  majorit}"  he  came  to  Fayette  county  to  work  out  his  des- 
tiny. He  learned  the  trade  of  fulling  and  dyeing,  and  started  in 
business  on  his  own  account  at  Hammond's  old  mill  on  ])unlaj)  s 
creek,  long  since  demolished  and  forgotten.  He  subsequently  ])nr- 
sued  the  same  business  at  Cook's  mill,  on  Eedstone  creek.  His  edu- 
cation Avas  such  only  as  could  be  procured  in  his  boyhood  by  persons 
of  slender  means,  but  his  natural  endowments  wan-e  of  the  highest 
and  best  order.  He  was  honest  and  industrious.  On  March  2Gth, 
1826,  he  married  Rachel,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Browntield,  proprie- 
tor of  the  old  Swan  tavern  in  Uniontown.  At  Searights,  on  the 
National  Poad,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a  considerable  fortune,  and 
died  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  leading  Democratic 
])olitician  of  his  day  in  Fayette  county,  ;nid  in  1827  rode  on  horse- 
back from  Searights  to  Harrisburg,  to  aid  in  nominating  General 
Jackson  for  the  presidenc3\  He  was  a  trusted  friend  of  the  late  (ien. 
Simon  Cameron,  when  that  nnrivallcil  politician  was  a  leader  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  Pennsylvania.  At  the  date  of  his  death  he  was 
the  nominee  of  his  party  for  the  iin[)ortant  State  ofHct' of  Canal  Com- 
missioner, and  would  have  been  elected,  had  notdeath  interposed  and 
called  him  fi-om  the  active  duties  of  this  life  to  the  i\'alities  of  an- 
other. AVilliam  IFopkins.  another  old  commissionei*  of  t he  roail.  was 
nominated  to  the  vacancy  thus  made,  ami  elected  by  a  lai'ge  majority. 
The  death  of  AVilliam  Searight  occurred  at  his  home,  near  Seai-ights, 
on  August  12,  1852.  He  was  a  man  of  generous  impulses  and  char- 
itable disposition,  ever  ready  to  lend  his  counsel,  his  sympathies  :iud 
his  jnirse,  to  ameliorate  the  snrterings  of  his  fellow  men.  Although 
death  plucked  him  from  the  very  threshold  of  earlbly  honors,  it 
caused  him  no  regret.  His  work  was  well  done,  and  he  was  ready  to 
go.  'J'he  kingdom  he  was  aliout  to  enter  ])rcsented  higher  honors 
and  purer  enjoyments.      In  looking  forward  and  upward  he  saw — 
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"No  miduight  shade,  no  clouded  sun, 
But  sacred,  high,  eternal  noon." 

A  more  emphatic  eulogy  than  pen  could  write,  or  tongue  ex- 
press, was  furnished  by  the  immense  concourse  that  attended  his 
funeral.  The  patriarchs  and  the  youth  of  the  country  came  to  testify 
their  appreciation  of  his  worth.  A  few  days  after  his  death,  a  large 
meeting  of  citizens,  irrespective  of  party,  convened  in  the  court 
house  at  Uniontown,  to  give  expression  to  their  sorrow  for  his  death. 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Ewing  presided.  Hon.  Daniel  Sturgeon,  then  a  United 
States  Senator,  and  Zalmon  Ludington,  esq.,  were  the  vice  presidents, 
and  Hon.  E.  P.  Flenniken  and  John  B.  Krepps,  esq.,  secretaries.  On 
motion  of  Hon.  James  Yeech,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  formulate 
the  feeling  of  the  meeting,  which  reported  through  its  distinguished 
chairman  (Mr.  Veech)  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted  : 

"When  a  valuable  citizen  dies,  it  is  meet  that  the  community  of 
Avhicli  he  was  a  member,  mourn  his  loss.  A  public  ex])ression  of 
their  sorrow  at  such  an  event,  is  due  as  some  solace  to  the  grief  of 
the  bereaved  family  and  friends,  and  as  an  incentive  to  others  to  earn 
for  their  death  the  same  distinction.  In  the  death  of  William  Sea- 
right,  this  community  has  lost  such  a  citizen.  Such  an  event  has 
called  this  public  meeting,  into  which  enter  no  schemes  of  political 
])romotion,  no  partisan  purposes  of  empty  eulog}'.  Against  all  this, 
death  has  shut  the  door.  While  yet  the  tear  hangs  on  the  cheek  of 
his  stricken  family,  and  the  tidings  of  death  are  unread  by  many 
of  his  friends,  we,  his  fellow  citizens,  neighbors,  friends,  of  all  parties, 
have  assembled  to  speak  to  those  who  knew  and  loved  him  best,  and 
to  those  Avho  knew  him  not,  the  W(jrds  of  sorrow  and  truth,  in  sin- 
cerity and  soberness.     Therefore,  as  the  sense  of  this  meeting: 

Besolved,  That  in  the  death  of  William  Searight,  FaA'ette  county 
and  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  have  lost  one  of  their  best 
and  most  useful  citizens.  The  people  at  large  may  not  realize  their 
loss,  but  the  communit}'  in  which  he  lived,  over  whose  comforts  and 
interests  were  diffused  the  influence  of  his  liberality  and  enterprise, 
feel  it,  wliile  his  friends  of  all  classes,  parties  and  professions,  to  whom 
-he  cluni--.  ;ind  who  clung  to  him.  mourn  it. 

Besolved,  While  we  would  withhold  our  steps  from  the  sanctuary 
of  domestic  grief,  we  may  be  allowed  to  express  to  the  afflicted  widow 
and  (diildren  of  the  deceased,  our  unfeigned  sorrow  and  sympathy  in 
their  great  bereavement,  and  to  tender  them  our  assurance  that  Avhile 
to  their  hearts  the  memory  of  the  husliand  and  father  will  ever  be 
cherished,  in  ours  will  l)e  kept  the  liveliest  ivcollections  of  his  virtues 
as  a  citizen  and  a  friend. 

Resolved.  That  among  the  elements  that  must  enter  into  every 
truthful  estimate  of  the  chai-acter  of  William  Searight,  are  a  warm 
amenity  of  manner,  combined  with  great  dignity  of  de))ortment. 
which  were  not  the  less  attractive   by  their  plainness  and  lack   of 
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osk'iitiilioii.  I'lcvali'd  iVormi;'s  nioiv  purr  than  passioiilrss.  liii;-li  juir- 
puso-s  witli  untiring  cnorgy  in  tiK-ii"  acconiplislinu'nt.  an  t'niioliling 
ncnse  of  honor  and  individual  indepiMKh-ncc  which  kept  hint  always 
true  to  himself  and  l<>  his  en  gage  ni  cuts,  unlaltering  tidelity  to  his 
fricMids.  a  liliorality  which  hocdcd  no  restraint.  l)Ul  means  and  merit; 
great  j>r()mptness  and  fearlessness  in  tlie  diseharge  of  wlial  he  be- 
lieved to  be  a  dut}',  private  or  jiuliiit,  guided  by  ii  rigid  integrity 
which  stood  all  tests  and  scouted  all  temptations;  honesty  and  truth- 
fulness in  word  and  deed,  Avhieh  no  seductions  eould  Aveaken,  nor 
assaults  overthrow,  in  all  respects  the  architect  of  liis  own  fortune  and 
fame.  These  with  the  niinoi- virtues  in  full  iiropurlion.  ai'e  some  of 
the  outlines  of  charactei'  which  stamped  the  man  whose  death  we 
mourn,  us  one  much  above  the  ordinary  level  of  his  race. 

Resolved,  That  while  w^e  have  here  nothing  to  do  or  say  as  to  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  j)olitical  piirty  to  which  he  belonged,  and  whose 
candidate  he  was  for  an  office  of  great  honoi-  and  res])()nsibility.  we 
may  be  allowed  to  sa}'  that  had  he  lived  and  l)een  successful,  with  a 
heart  so  rigidly  set  as  was  his,  Avith  feelings  so  high  and  integrity  so 
firm,  and  withal  an  amount  of  practical  intelligence  so  ample  as  he 
])()ssessed,  hiselection  could  have  been  regretted  by  nocitizen  whoknew 
liim  and  who  placed  the  ])ublic  interests  Ijeyond  selfish  ends  antl 
])arty  success.  As  a  politician  we  knew  him  to  hold  to  his  ])rinci- 
ples  and  ]>arty  predilections  with  a  tenacious  grasp,  yet  he  was  ever 
courteous  and  liberal  in  his  intercoui'se  with  political  o]i]ionents. 

Jiesulred,  That  in  the  life  and  character  of  William  Scarighl  we 
see  a  inost  instructive  and  encouraging  example.  Starting  ihe  strug- 
gle of  life  wnth  an  humble  business,  ])oor  and  unbefriende(l,  with  an 
honest  aim  and  a  true  heart,  with  high  ])urposes  and  unflagging  in- 
dustry, lie  gained  friends  and  means,  which  never  forsook  him.  He 
thus  won  for  himself  and  family  anijtle  wealth  and  attained  a  ]K)si- 
tion  among  his  fellow  nu'u  which  those  who  have  had  the  best  ad- 
vantages our  country  affords  might  well  envy.  That  wealth  and 
that  ])osition  he  used  with  a  just  lil)erality  and  influence  for  the  ben- 
efit of  all  ai'onnd  and  dependent  upon  him.  Though  dead  he  yet 
speaketh  to  every  man  in  humble  lousiness:  '-(iothou  and  do  like- 
wise, and  sucli  shall  be  th}'  reward  iu  life  and  in  death."' 

William  Hopkins  was  one  of  the  ln'st  known  of  the  old  com- 
missioners. He  was  boi-n  in  Washington  county,  Pennsyhania.  Sep- 
tember 17th,  1804.  He  was  of  Scotch  origin,  on  the  })atei'nal  line, 
and  his  mother  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  so  that  he  was  a  genuine 
Scotch-Irishman.  He  figured  cons])icu()Usly  in  the  ])ublic  affairs  of 
PeniLsylvania.  foi-  many  years.  .\l  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was 
a  justice  of  the  ]ieace,  holding  a  commission  signed  by  (iovei'nor 
Shultze,  one  of  the  early  German  governors  of  the  State.  In  1831 
he  was  a  county  auditor.  In  1834  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  re-elected  four  times,  consecutively.  He  was  speaker  of 
the  House  ill  1838,  1839  and  184(1.  Tn  1812  he  was  secretary  of  the 
laml   office   of  Penns\'lvania.       Dui-iiig   his  first  term  as  speaker,  the 
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public  commotion  occurred,  known  as  the  "Buckshot  War."  Troops 
surrounded  the  State  house,  and  a  bloodj^  collision  seemed  inevitable. 
Speaker  Hopkins,  on  this  trj^ing  occasion,  behaved  with  distinguished 
wisdom  and  lirinness,  and  he  is  credited  with  having  averted  the  hor- 
rors of  civil  war.  In  1852  Colonel  Hopkins,  as  he  was  invariably 
called,  was  nominated  and  elected  Canal  Commissioner,  as  before 
stated.  In  this  important  office  he  fully  sustained  his  high  reputa- 
tion for  honesty  and  ability.  In  1861  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
State  House  of  Eepresentatives,  and  re-elected  in  1862.  In  1863  he 
was  elected  a  State  Senator.  The  experience  of  his  previous  legisla- 
tive career  gave  him  a  great  advantage  over  others  less  favored  in 
this  regard,  and  he  became,  by  common  consent,  "the  Nestor  of  the 
Senate."  In  1872  he  w^as  elected  a  member  of  the  convention  to  re- 
vise the  Constitution  of  the  State.  He  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  devise  and  report  amendments  to  the  bill  of  rights,  and  author 
of  the  preamble  that  reads  thus :  "  We,  the  people  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  recognizing  the  sovereignty  of  God,  and  humbly 
'invoking  His  guidance  in  our  future  destiny,  ordain  and  establish 
this  Constitution  for  its  government."  If  there  was  nothing  else  to 
his  credit,  this  alone  would  immortalize  him.  While  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  he  made  a  visit  to  his  home,  and  on  the 
cars  contracted  acold  which  developed  into  pneumonia,  and  terminated 
fatally,  March  5th,  1873.  His  funeral  was  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  impressive  ever  witnessed  in  Washington. 

Rev.  Doctor  Brownson,  the  distinguished  Presbj'terian  minister  of 
AVashington,  grouped  together  the  leading  traits  of  Colonel  Hopkins 
in  the  following  terms:  "Such  a  man  could  not  but  be  extensively 
known  and  respected.  In  fact,  his  mental  force,  discriminating  judg- 
ment, urbanity,  integrity  and  kindness,  joined  wnth  his  facility  as  a 
writei-  and  speaker,  rising  above  the  defects  of  early  education,  Avere 
a  continual  pledge  of  public  favor  and  success.  He  was  very  fii-m  in 
adhering  to  his  own  views,  but  considerate  also  of  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  others.  In  co-operation  or  in  opposition,  he  commanded 
respect.  In  private  life,  also,  it  was  impossible  not  to  realize  the 
power  of  his  politeness,  and  his  delicate  regard  to  the  sensibilities  of 
all  about  him.  His  fondness  for  children  seemed  to  increase  with  his 
years,  showing  itself  both  in  a  desire  for  their  enjoyment  and  their 
good.  His  fine  business  capacity  was  often  taxed  for  the  benefit  of 
others,  especially  widows  and  orphans.  In  the  hallowed  circle  of 
home, he  was  the  central  object  of  uncommon  reverence  and  affection, 
answering  to  his  own  peculiar  love  and  tenderness  within  his  domes- 
tic relations.  But,  better  than  all,  is  the  witness  he  leaves  l)ehind 
him,  in  his  confession  and  life  as  a  disciple  of  Christ,  and  in  the 
repose  of  his  heart  upon  the  divine  promise,  when  called  down  into 
the  valley  and  shadow  of  death." 

The  late  Judge  Bhick.  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  his  (hiy, 
spoke  of  Colonel  II(jpkinsas  follows  :  "I  do  not  underestimate  the  very 
high  qualities  of  my  associates  in  this  bod}^  (the  Constitutional  Con- 


:)l(i  THE    OLD    riKE. 

vriilioii ).  1  do  not  lliiiik.  iiitlcrd,  llial  any  inaii  \\vvc  aii)irc'ciatc's 
llu'ii-  various  al)ililie8  and  virtues  more  than  1  do;  Iml  1  lU'Noully 
believe  that  there  is  no  man  in  this  Convention,  that  we  eouid  no( 
iiave  spared  l>etter  than  him  wlio  lias  gone.  I  do  not  propose  to  ,i;-ive 
an  analysis  of  his  eharaeler.  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  his  his- 
tory, i  may  say,  for  I  know  it.  that  he  was  in  all  respects  the  best 
lialanced  man  that  it  was  ever  my  good  foi'tune  to  know.  His  moral 
and  j)ei's(>iial  courage  were  often  tested;  he  was  one  of  the  most  fear- 
less men  that  ever  lived,  yet  all  his  measures  were  in  favor  of  peace, 
and  ever\-  one  who  knew  him  testifies  to  the  gentleness  and  kindness 
of  his  manner."" 

Mr.  liiddle.  a  rhiladel])hia  member  of  the  Convention,  said:  "T 
well  recollect  being  struck  with  the  conunanding  figure  and  strongly 
marked  countenance,  in  the  lineaments  of  which  were  unmis(akal)ly 
written  simplicity  and  directness  of  pur])ose.  integrity  and  unswerv- 
ing firmness.  He  has  rounded  off  a  life  of  great  moral  beauty,  of 
great  usefulness,  of  great  dignity,  by  a  fitting  end,  and  he  has  fallen 
before  decay  had  begun  to  impaii-  his  faculties." 

One  who  stood  very  close  and  was  very  much  endeared  to  Col. 
Hopkins,  brings  out  his  great  character  in  form  of  metaphor,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  There  was  a  remark  in  your  paper  which  has  given  me  a  great 
deal  of  mental  exercise  of  a  reminiscent  character.  The  wheel  of  time 
turns  only  one  way.  At  the  momenti  read  this,  and  in  the  multitude 
of  times  it  has  since  come  into  my  liead,  my  mind  ran  at  once  to  a  point 
in  the  revolution  of  that  wheel  which  you  never  could  guess.  That 
point  is  mai-kcd  with  the  year  1838.  I  had  been  turned  up  far  enough 
out  of  the  darkness  of  the  wheel  pit  to  get  a  view  of  the  top  of  the 
wheel,  where  stood  a  grou])  of  men  who  have  ever  since  l)een  -the 
heroes  I  loved  and  the  chiefs  I  admired.'  In  the  center  of  this  group, 
and  the  most  heroic  figure  in  it,  stood  William  Hopkins.  The  various 
members  of  that  group  have  gone  down  beyond  sight,  as  the  wheel  of 
time  ke])t  turning  steadily,  but  their  virtut's  and  their  ])ublic  services 
remain  fresh  in  m)-  memory.  They  rendered  Pennsylvania  as  great  a 
service  as  AYashington  and  his  comijet'i's  rendered  the  Cnited  Col- 
onies." 

Such  a  man  was  William  Ho])kins,  once  a  commissioner  of  tin' 
National  Eoad,  familiar  with  every  mile  along  its  line,  and  in  daily 
touch  with  its  moving  masses.  The  writer  of  these  pages  had  the 
honor  of  knowing  Col.  Ho])kins  personally  and  well,  an<l  can  and 
does  testify  that  no  word  of  eulogy  herein  (pioted  concerning  him  is 
in  the  h'ast  overwrought. 

An  act  of  the  Penn.sylvania  Legislature,  a])))roved  A])ril  4,  1831. 
nanu'd  William  F.  Cojdan  and  David  Downer  of  Fa^'ette  county. 
Stephen  Ilill  and  Benjamin  .VmU'rson  of  Washington  county,  and 
Thonuis  Endsley  of  Somerset  county,  to  be  Commissionei's  of  the 
CumlxM'land  I'oad  for  the  term  of  three  yt-ai's  from  the  passage  of  the 
said  act,  after  which  time  the  I'ight  to  api)oint  said  Commissiont'rs 
shall   vest   in    the    Governoi-    of  the  Commonwealth.     In   1834  the 
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Governor  appointed  these  same  gentlemen  Commissioners  for  another 
term  of  three  3'ears.  In  1835  an  act  was  passed  reducing-  the  num- 
ber of  Commissioners  to  two,  and  under  this  act  Stephen  Hill  of 
"Washington,  and  Hugh  Kej's  of  Faj'ette  county,  wei'e  appointed  on 
May  7th,  1835,  until  their  appointments  were  suspended  or  annulled. 
On  the  0th  of  January-,  1836.  the  Governor  appointed  George  Cralt 
of  Fayette  county,  and  Benjamin  Leonard  of  Washington  county,  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Commissioners  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  approved  April  1,  1835.  Thompson  McKean  of 
Fayette  county,  and  Robert  Quail  of  Washington  county,  were  ap- 
pointed Commissioners  In"  the  Governor  on  the  29th  day  of  January, 
1839,  until  appointments  were  suspended  or  annulled.  Robert  Quail's 
appointment  was  susjjended  b^yan  act  of  1840.  An  act  was  approved 
March  28th,  1840,  reducing  the  number  of  Commissioners  to  one,  and 
William  Hopkins  was  appointed  for  a  term  of  three  5'ears,  but  served 
less  than  two  3'ears,  and  resigned,  to  take  the  position  of  secretary  of 
the  land  office.  William  Searight  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  on 
May  3,  1842,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  on  April  19th,  1845. 
William  Hopkins  Avas  again  appointed.  On  the  8th  of  April,  1848, 
an  act  was  approved  authorizing  the  courts  of  Somerset,  Fayette  and 
AYashington  counties  to  appoint  trustees  for  the  road,  with  power  to 
appoint  Commissioners.  Under  this  act  William  Searight  was  again 
appointed,  with  jurisdiction  limited  to  the  line  through  the  counties 
of  Fayette  and  Somerset,  and  served  until  1851,  when  David  Hart- 
zell  of  Somerset  county  was  appointed.  William  Rodd}'  of  the  same 
county  succeeded  Hartzell  in  1852.  James  Marlow  succeeded  Roddy 
and  died  in  commission.  Robert  McDowell  Avas  appointed  in  185(J. 
Under  the  act  of  1848,  above  quoted,  Joseph  Lawson  was  appointed 
for  Washington  county,  and  was  succeeded  in  1852  by  Mark  Mitchell, 
in  185G  b}'  Alexander  Frasher,  and  in  1858  by  John  Long.  In  18(51 
the  act  of  1848  was  repealed  in  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  appointment 
of  Commissioners  in  Faj^ette  and  Somerset  counties,  but  continued 
in  force  as  to  Washington  county,  stripped  of  the  intervention  of 
trustees.  In  1862  John  Long  was  a])])ointed  Commissioner  for 
Washington  county  by  the  court.  In  1864  G.  W.  Botkins  was  ap- 
pointed; in  1866  John  Long  was  restored,  and  continued  until  1871, 
Avhen  T.  W.  Beatty  was  appointed.  In  1872  Joseph  Doak  was  ap- 
pointed, and  was  succeeded  in  1876  by  George  W.  Smith.  In  1877 
the  appointing  power,  as  to  Washington  county,  was  restored  to  the 
Governor,  and  Samuel  Kelley  was  a])pointed.  In  1881  Peter  Hick- 
man was  appointed,  in  1887  James  W.  Hendrix,  in  1890  Marshall 
Cox,  in  1891  John  McDowell,  present  incumbent.  In  1S62  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  appointed  Redding  Bunting  Commissioner  for  the 
counties  of  Fayette  and  Somerset.  Bunting  was  the  famous  old 
stage  driver  and  stage  agent,  mentioned  in  ])revious  chapters.  He 
sei'ved  as  Commissioner  until  1864,  wlien  the  Governor  appointed 
Sebastian  liusli.  the  old  tavern  keeper  before  j'eferrcd  to.  Rush 
served  until  iSTd.wlicn  Solomon  Crumrine  was  appointed,  and  served 
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until  1872,  :\  licii  IJusli  was  restored.  In  1875  Charles  IF.  Eiisli,ason 
of  Sebastian,  was  appointed,  and  served  until  1881,  when  AVilliani 
EndsU'v  wasa]»|)ninled.  In  ISSBGeor^'e  W.  J  )aniels  wasapjiointiMJ.  In 
1SS7  David  Johnson  was  ajipointed,  and  in  18!)1  Ewing  Searight  was 
a])pointed. 

As  before  stated  the  I'oad  east  of  Cumberland  was  owned  by 
associations  or  companies.  Alien  Darsie  was  one  of  (he  leading  stock- 
holdci's  and  general  suj)crintcndcnl  as  eai'ly  as  18:55.  He  lived  at 
Po])lar  Springs,  twenty-six  miles  west  of  Baltimore,  was  the  pro]>rie- 
tor  of  a  large  and  fertile  tract  of  land,  and  a  slave  owner.  Allen 
Barsie.  jr.,  succeeded  liis  father  in  the  sn])erintendency  of  th(>  road, 
and  remained  in  charge  down  to  the  date  of  the  civil  war.  Thomas 
Bevins  of  Hancock  succeeded  the  younger  Darsie.  and  Denton  Oliver 
succeeded  Bevins.  "West  of  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
the  superintendents  were:  Thomas  Thistle,  the  old  tavern  keeper 
near  (irantsville;  Jonathan  Huddleson,  another  old  tavern  keeper. 
Nathan  Dudley,  Jolm  Swan,  Benjamin  \l.  Edwai'ds,  George  Cady, 
Henr}'  Atkinson,  Robert  Welsh,  Edward  Doneho  and  William  Hall. 
AVilliam  Otterson  Avas  an  old  Commissioner  in  charge  of  the  road 
through  Virginia,  and  among  his  successors  ap])ear  the  familiar 
names  of  Moses  Thornburg,  Lewis  Lunsford  and  Abrani  Bedillion. 

In  the  year  1888  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Somerset  county. 
Pennsylvania,  condemned  that  portion  of  the  road  lying  within  the 
borders  of  said  county,  decreed  it  exempt  from  tolls,  contiscated  all 
its  belongings,  and  turned  it  over  to  the  tender  care  of  the  townshi]) 
su]»ervisors,  under  authority  su])|»osed  lo  lie  conferred  by  an  act  ol' 
assembly,  ap])roved  June  2d,  1887. 
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Old  Onilraclorx —  Co.s/  of  the  Road —  ConiradorR  fov  Repairs  —  Stone  Brealrn^  —  An 
Old  Stone  Breaker  Conricted  of  Murder—  The  3£easvring  Ring — TJie  Najj- 
ping  Hammer  —  An  Old  Stone  Breaking  Machine — A  Second  Table  Showing 

Ili'i(/hls  if  Miinntuina  and  ITilh. 

The  tilrst  contracts  in  sections  for  the  fii'st  ten  miles  of  the  road 
west  of  Cumberland  were  signed  April  16th  and  May  8th,  1911,  and 
were  finished  in  the  fall  of  1812.  The  next  letting  was  in  August, 
1812,  of  eleven  miles,  extending  west  as  far  as  Tomlinson's.  and  these 
contracts  were  completed  early  in  1815.  The  work  was  let  from 
Tomlinson's  to  Smithtield,  eighteen  miles,  in  August,  1813,  and  com- 
pleted in  1817.  The  delay  was  caused  by  the  scarcit}^  of  laborers 
during  the  war,  war  prices,  and  ap])rehension  of  failure  of  some  of 
the  contractors.  The  next  letting  was  in  September,  1815,  embrac- 
ing the  work  six  miles  and  a  half  westward  from  Smithfield.  This 
was  awarded  in  sections  to  John  Hagen,  Doherty,  McLaughlin  and 
Bradley,  and  Charles  McKinney.  In  May,  1817,  the  work  was  let 
to  Uniontown,  the  successful  bidders  being  Ilagan  and  McCann,  Mor- 
decai  and  James  Cochi-an,  Thompson  McKean,  and  Thomas  and 
Matthew  Blakely.  From  Uniontown  to  Brownsville,  portions  were 
let  in  September,  1815,  to  Kinkead,  Beck  &  Evans,  who  soon  there- 
after undertook  the  residue  to  Brubaker's.  This  firm  sub-let  many 
sections  of  the  work.  Bond  and  Gormley  had  the  contract  from 
Brubaker's  to  Brownsville,  and  their  work  was  completed  in  1818. 
Cleoro-e  Dawson  had  the  contract  for  the  heavv  stone  walls  in  Browns- 
ville.  John  Miller  and  John  Kennedy,  of  Uniontown,  took  contracts 
in  the  mountains.  Miller  was  a  son-in-law  of  Jacob  Beeson,  one  of 
the  founders  of  Uniontown.  Mr.  Kennedy  was  the  grandfather  of  Hon. 
John  K.  Ewing,  of  Uniontown.  and  after  his  experience  as  a  contrac- 
tor, one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penns3-lvania.  The 
whole  line  of  the  road,  for  purposes  of  construction,  was  laid  oft'  in 
two  divisions,  called  Eastern  and  AVcstern.  David  Shriver  Avas  su])er- 
intendent  of  the  eastei-n,  and  Josias  Thompson  of  the  western  division. 
The  dividing  line  between  the  two  divisions  was  Brubaker's,  near, 
and  east  of,  Brownsville.  Mr.  Shriver  lived  in  Cumberland,  and  was 
the  father-in  law  of  Tlon.  Andrew  Stewart.  Mr.  Thonijison  was  a 
Virginian. 

In  March,  1817,  the  greater  y)art  of  the  work,  from  a  ])()int  two 
miles  east  of  Washino;ton  to  the  Yiri-inia  line,  was  let  to  Thnnias  Me- 
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Giffin.ThomasH.Baii-il  and  I'arkci-  ( 'aniiilicll.  thr  lattcT  one  of  the  fore- 
most lawyers  of  his  liiiu-.  Ill  ISlll  till'  saiiio  u'eiit  K'liU'ii  cinili-achMl 
to  do  the  work,  from  Uio  point  lirst  above  named,  to  a  iioinl  iwn  miles 
west  of  Brownsville.  Tiie  work  east  of  Jlillshoro  was  lurnetl  ovi'i- 
b}' the  eontraetors  above  named,  to  William  and  .John  IF.  Kwini;*.  who 
wore  rt'lnnied  to  the  authorities  at  \Vashin<;ion  ('ily  as  oriu;inal  eon- 
traetors,and  they  tinislied  the  work  for  .?().(HI()  per  mile.  The  riMiiain- 
dor  of  the  work  west  of  ITillsboro  was  sub-let  by  Meliillin.  i^aird  and 
Camjibell.  (o  a  number  ot  small  contractors. 

The  road  was  completed  from  ('uinbei'land  to  rnionlow  n  at  a 
cost,  ineludini;'  all  expenses  of  sui'vey  and  location,  salaries,  bridi^vs, 
and  some  re])airs,  of  $9,745  per  mile.  The  avei'a,i;"e  cost  of  the  entire 
road  to  Wheeling  was  nearly  $13,000  per  mile,  showini;-  the  Kasteni 
division  much  less  costly  than  the  Western.  This  was  charged  to 
some  ])rodigality  of  Avork  and  too  libei'al  contracts,  for  which  Su]ier- 
intendent  Thompson  was  '-investigated""  and  su])erseded. 

Daniel  Steenrod,the  old  tavern  keeper,  and  Col.  Moses  Shephei'tl. 
were  extensive  contractors  for  construction  on  the  Vii-ginia  line  of 
the  road.  Colonel  She])her(l  built  Feay's  bridge,  near  Wlu'eling.  one 
of  the  best  on  the  road,  and  also  the  bridge  over  Wheeling  creek, 
near  Mrs.  Gooding's  old  tavern.  Capt.  Valentine  Giesey,  a  veteran 
of  Brownsville,  who  is  well  remembered  by  the  old  citizens  of  that 
place,  was  a  large  contractor  on  the  work  of  taking  ii])  the  original 
road  bell. 

The  foregoing  were  all  contractors  for  work  on  the  original  con- 
struction of  the  road.  Among  the  contractors  Ibr  repairs,  after  the 
road  was  completed,  and  during  its"  prosperous  era,  the  following 
familiar  names  are  recalled  :  Abram  Beagle.  James  Mclntyre,  William 
Hastings,  John  Whitmire,  James  Dennison,  Henry  Masterson,  Hiram 
Fi-eeman,  Thomas  Egan,  John  Eobinson,  William  Paull,  Charles  Still- 
wagon,  Jacob  iStillwagon,  Jacob  Dougherty,  Anthony  Rent/,  Henry 
Murray,  James  Thompson,  Thomas  D.  Miller,  Daniel  Canon,  IDigh 
Graham,  Moi'ris  Whalen,  Perry  White,  Anthony  Varnell,  JohnWhol- 
lery,  Thomas  McKean,  John  Eisler,  Isaac  Xixon.  IJobert  Brown. 
Thomas  McGrath,  Matthew  McNeil,  Edward  Kerven,  John  Benning- 
ton, AV^illitim  H.  CJraham,  Henry  Showaltei".  John  Dickey,  John  Mc- 
Donough,  Morris  Purcell,  Daniel  AVard,  Daniel  \'aK'iitine,  Jacob  Pi-o- 
liasco,  John  Bradfield,  William  Peynolds,  Thomas  Brownticdd,  Peti'r 
Tienhart,  James  Marlow,  John  W.  McCoUough,  Nicholas  -McCartney, 
John  W.  McDowell,  Pobert  McDowell  James  Snyder,  Lewis  M.  Sny- 
der, Samuel  Shijiley,  Elias  frilmore,  Samuel  Kush,  Orerman  D.  Hair, 
Jacdvson  Brown,  William  C.  St(»veiis,  John  (Jadil.  Robi-rt  S.  Hender- 
son, Jose])h  Lawson,  Michaid  Thomas,  Charles  Jiush,  Ni(diolas  Brad- 
ley, John  Bradley,  Daniel  Bradley,  Henrj-  Show,  William  (Jritlin, 
Robert  McDowell,  esq.,  Adam  Speers,  James  Speers,  William  IlatHeld, 
Thomas  Brown.  Thomas  ^r()xley.  Iliram  Miller,  Matthias  Ery.  John 
Wallace,  John  Hardin,  William  liardiii,  .lohii  (i.  liui'iiworth,  Henry 
Sampey,  Henry  Clay  Rush,  Alex.  McDowell.  Benjamin  Miller,  Jeffer- 
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son  Miller.  John  Worthiniijton,  E.  W.  Clement,  John  Snider,  Hiram 
Mitchell,  John  Mitchell,  William  Endslej^  Daniel  Angustine,  John  M. 
Oliver,  and  main'  others,  some  of  whose  names  appear  in  the  acconnts 
of  the  old  Commissioners  in  the  Appendix  to  this  volume. 

The  average  result  of  a  stone' breaker  in  a  single  da}-  was  eight 
])erches,  and  the  price  paid  Avas  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  perch. 
Tradition  has  it  that  Eol)ert  S.  McDowell,  still  living  in  Dunbar,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  Avas  the  speediest  stone  breaker  on  the 
road.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of ''  Gate  Bob,"  elseAvhere  mentioned.  In 
the  year  1848,  Avhen  Colonel  Hopkins  Avas  commissioner,  Eobert  8. 
McDowell  broke  in  one  day  sixteen  perches  and  tAvo  feet.  This  Avas 
done  on  a  bet,  and  in  a  contest  Avith  Capt.  Elias  Gilmore.  A  string 
of  stones  one  rod  in  length  made  two  perches,  under  the  guage  in 
use,  and  McDoAvell's  string  measured  eight  rods  and  tAvo  feet.  Cap- 
tain (iilmore.  Avho  Avas  one  of  the  most  A^igorous  men  on  the  road, 
gave  up  the  contest  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  and  yielded 
the  palm  to  McDowell.  Peter  Kelley,  Avho  lived  at  Searights,  Avas  one 
of  the  best  and  speediest  stone  breakers  on  the  road.  His  occuiiation, 
for  many  3'ears.  AA^as  breaking  stone  on  the  pike,  and  near  the  close 
of  his  life  he  became  an  actor  in  a  tragedy',  Avhicli  lost  him  his  liberty, 
as  well  as  his  former  gcjod  name.  He  Avas  not  a  vicious  man,  but  on 
occasions  Avould  indulge  in  immoderate  drinking.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  he  killed  William  Thornton,  father  of'the  Hon.  J.  Pvussell 
Thornton,  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  county 
of  Fayette.  Kelley  and  Thornton  Avere  returning  from  BroAvnsvillo 
after  nightfall,  and  rpmrrelled.  When  near  the  old  Brubaker  tavern, 
Thornton  Avas  struck  by  Kelley,  and  killed.  Kelley  Avas  tried,  con- 
victed and  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  a  long  term,  and  never  there- 
after returned  to  the  familiar  scenes  of  the  old  pike.  Alexander 
Campbell,  of  Somerlield,  Avas  one  of  the  fastest  stone  breakers  on  the 
road,  and  Robert  Hogsett.  the  Avell  known  millionaire  of  Fayette 
county,  Pennsyh^ania,  broke  stones  on  the  road  Avhen  a  bo3^ 

In  the  early  Avork  on  the  road,  there  Avas  a  requirement  that  stone 
for  the  lower  stratum  or  bed  should  be  broken  so  that  the  pieces  Avould 
])ass  through  a  seven-inch  ring,  and  for  the  u])])er  stratum.  Avhich  Avas 
six  inches  in  thickness,  Avould  ])ass  through  a  three-inch  ring.  Old 
contractors  provided  rings  of  these  dimensions,  respectiA^ely,  and  en- 
forced a  strict  com])liance  Avith  the  regulation  mentioned.  Subse- 
(|uently  the  rings  fell  into  disuse,  and  Avere  ultimately  abandoned,  but 
the  stones  spi-ead  over  the  surface  of  the  road  Avere  always  bi-oken  to 
small  pieces.  The  hammer  of  the  stone  bri'aker  Avas  a  very  simple 
contrivance.  It  Avas  of  iron,  round  as  an  ai)ple,  Aveighing  ])robably 
one  ])ound.  Avith  a  hole  through  the  center  for  the  in.sertion  of  a  han- 
dle. The  handle  was  of  hickory  Avood,  slender  in  the  middle,  with  a 
thick  eml  for  the  gras])  of  the  hand.  There  Avas  also  a  larger  ham- 
mer, with  a  longer  and  stouter  handle,  u.sed  for  breaking  stones  thrown 
into  holes.  In  using  this  hammer  the  breaker  stood  on  his  feet,  and 
in  using  the  smaller  one,  sat  on  the  stone  pile,  moving  his  position  as 
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Ills  work  advaiici'd.  lii  hot  xwatlu'i'  tlio  stoiu'  l>ri';ikrr.  in  many  in- 
stances, uscmI  a  ivady-niaili'.  inoval)k'  hower.  to  ward  oti'tlio  scorcliiiii;- 
rays  of  the  sun.  AhonI  the  year  18-1:8.  soine  person  whose  name  is 
I'oi'ii'otttii.  sn|)|)osini;'  himself  endowed  witli  inventive  i;-eniiis.  eon- 
strueled  a  maehine  lor  hreakiiiii;  stones.  It  was  operaleil  l>y  lioi'se 
])Ower.  ])roved  a  failure,  and  was  hiid  aside  to  rot  on  tlie  summit  ot 
Laurel  Hill. 

The  followiiiLi;  lahle  showiiii;'  the  heights  of  mountains  and  hills 
on  the  roail  is  copied  from  the  sketch  by  M\\  W'cch.  accompanying; 
the  map  of  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  before  mentioned.  It  will 
be  seen  that  it  differs  somewhat  from  the  measurement  of  the  Commis- 
sioners who  I'an  the  original  lines  of  the  road,  but  il  will  be  remem- 
bered that  their  measurement  was  from  a  ])oint  in  the  L'otonuic,  near 
Cunil»erland,  whereas  the  table  below  gives  heights  above  the  Atlantic 
and  above  Cumberland.  This  table  also  gives  heights  of  hills,  west  of 
Unioiitown.  and  tlie  heights  turnislu'd  by  the  old  Commissioners,  aiv  (jf 
mountains  and  hills  between  Cumberland  and  Uniontown.  As  to  the 
accuracy  of,  and  authority  for.  this  table,  the  author  of  this  volume  is 
not  informed,  but  it  seems  to  have  been  sanctioned  and  adopted  by 
3rr.  Yeech.  whose  reputation  as  a  local  historian  is  unimpeachable. 

THE  TABLE. 

Above  the  Atlantic.  Above  Cumberland. 

Cumberland .    537  feet 

Wills  ^Mountain 100:'.  "  4()(i 

Frosthurg ITOii  "  12oo 

Biii  Savage  :\Iouiitain 25S0  "  2043 

Little  Savage  IMouutain 2480  "  194:', 

Red  flill. ..": 2437  "  1000 

IMeadow  :\Iountain 2550  "  201 3 

Little  Crossings 2000  "  14()3 

Negro  :\rountain 2S25  "  2288 

Ivevser's  Ridge 2843  "  2300 

Windintr  liidi>e 2534  "  ]0'.)7 

Sinitlilicld 1405  "  808 

Barren  Hill 2450  "  1813 

Woodcock  flill    2500  "  lOO:', 

Laureltfill 2412  "  1875 

-Monroe 1005  "  528 

I'niontown  Court  House 052  "  415 

CoUev'slIill 1274  "  737 

Brownsville 833  "  200 

Krepps'  Ivnob  1040  "  50:; 

Bealisville 1010  "  473 

llilLsboro 1770  "  1233 

Egg  Nog  Hill l.v!2  "  !)05 

Washington 1400  "  8()!) 

West  Alexander 1702  ''  1255 

Wheelin<.'  Hill 850  "  313 

AVIicelingCitv 748  '•  211 
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T'l'i)  uS'utcd  Old  Turcni  Keepers — Tlioinas  Enthley  and  WUiiain  tiheeU  —  The 
Latter  the  Drirer  of  the  First  Mail  Coach  Out  front  Cumberland  —  A  Wed- 
ding Party  Snrpriscd,  and  a  Marriage  Prerented. —  Wdliani  M.  F.  3fagrair,  a 
well  knoini  Man  <if  the  Road. 

A  prominent  und  widely  IvuuAvn  niuii  of  {\\v  road  was  Thomas 
Hiulsley.  lie  was  born  near  Itichmond,  Virginia,  in  1787.  He  was 
the  only  child  of  parents  who  came  from  Switzerland  and  settled  in 
Mrgiiiia  at  an  early  dtiy.  His  mother  was  of  an  old  family  of  Gil- 
berts, who  Avere  Quakers,  well  known  and  much  respected  in  their 
day  and  generation.  His  wife  was  Mary  McCloy,  to  wdiom  he  was 
wedded  in  the  year  1805.  The  offspring  of  his  marriage  consisted  of 
eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  sons  were  John, 
Thomas.  James,  William  and  Andrew  Jackson.  The  three  last  named 
are  still  living,  James  and  William  in  Somerfield,and  Andrew  Jackson 
in  Somerset.  The  daughters  wx're  Mar}"  Ann,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Eedding  Bunting,  the  noted  old  pike  boy  heretofore  mentioned; 
Nancy,  who  was  the  wife  of  J.  Squire  Hagan,  another  old  pike  boy; 
and  Julia,  who  in  1842,  married  P.  E.  Sides,  and  is  now^  living  Avith  a 
son  in  New  Mexico.  Her  hnsband  died  in  Missouri  in  1877,  or  there- 
about. Mrs.  Hagan  died  in  Uniontown  in  1849,  and  Mrs.  Bunting 
died  in  the  same  place  iiltout  five  years  ago.  Nancy  Endsley  and 
Srpiire  Hagan  w^ere  married  in  1834.  Mrs.  Endsley,  wife  of  Thomas, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  died  in  the  stone  tavern  at  Somerfield  in 
1832,  aud  her  husband  died  in  the  same  house  in  1852. 

Thomas  Endsley  was  an  old  w\affoner  before  the  Cumberland 
Eoad  w^as  constrncted.  In  the  years^  1812,  1813,  1814,  1815,  1816, 
1817  and  1818,  he  hauled  goods  and  merchandise  from  Baltimore  to 
Nashville,  Tennesse,  to  points  in  Ohio  and  to  Brownsville.  Pennsj'l- 
vania.  He  owned  two  six-horse  teams,  one  of  which  he  di-ove  himself, 
and  placed  the  other  in  charge  of  a  hired  driver.  In  spring  and  fall 
ho  w^as  frequently  compelled  to  remain  with  his  teams  at  the  old 
Smith  tavern,  near  the  present  town  of  Somei-field,  for  several  days 
aw\aiting  the  subsidence  of  freshets  in  the  Youghiogheny  river,  so 
that  he  could  foi'd  that  stream,  there  being  no  other  means  of  crossing 
at  that  time.  The  road  Avas  frequently  in  such  condition  by  reason 
of  mud,  deep  cuts,  and  other  obstacles,  that  a  whole  day's  progress 
did  not  cover  a  greater  distance  than  three  or  four  miles.  To  pass 
through  Jockey  Hollow  it  was  often  found  necessary  to  attach  twelve 
horses  to  one  Avagon. 
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ill  llu'  WAV  ISl'.i  'riidiiias  l']ii(lsk'y  iiioxrd  IVkiii  \' iri;iiiia  to  l'"i'(ist- 
biirg,  ^laryhiiid.  and  at  lliat  phico  eomiiu'iici-d  a  caivor  oi'  lavtTii 
keei)iiin-.  wliicli  toniiinatod  oii\y  witli  his  (K-atli.  lie  leased  the  old 
i-'rost  iloiise  in  Kroslhnrii\  and  eondueted  it  lor  three  years.  In  1  S22 
he  went  to  the  Toinlinson  Jloiisi'.  a  proiniiKMit  old  landniark  Iwcnly- 
oue  miles  west  of  Cumbei'lnnd.  lie  oecniiicd  the  Toinlinson  House 
for  two  years,  and  while  there  enjoyed  the  )iatrona,<;e  of  one  of  the 
sta,<i;e  lines.  In  Deeeinher,  1S23,  he  bought  the  old  Smith  iarm  at 
Sonierticld.  lyinu;  on  both  sidesof  the  road.  On  this  farm  was  ereeted 
the  lai\i;-e  stone  tavern  housi-.  at  the  eastern  end  ol'  the  hiii'  stone 
brid^H'  whieh  sjians  the  Yoiii;-hio<i-henv  river.  l''or  this  ])ro|)erty  he 
])aid  .S'^^AMMI  eash  down,  whieh  shows  the  enhaneed  value  of  the  i>ro])- 
erty  at  that  day  by  reason  of  eontiguity  with  the  National  K'oad. 
He  took  possession  of  this  ])roi)ei-ty  on  the  first  day  of  April,  1824. 
The  land  was  poor,  the  fences  wt'i'e  dihqtidated.  and  the  general  out- 
look unpromising.  But  .Mr.  Endsley  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and 
•rood  iudti'meut,  and  going  to  work  with  determination,  soon  ehanged 
the  aspect  of  things,  and  had  flowers  l)looming  and  grafts  and  gram 
growing,  where  bef'ore  the  eye  had  rested  on  nothing  but  briars, 
weeds  and  roeks,  with  here  and  there  a  scant  appearance  of  sickl}' 
oats  and  buckwheat.  It  is  said  that  he  was  the  first  man  who  ever 
attempted  to  raise  corn  and  wheat  in  the  neighborhood  of  Somerfield, 
and  old  settlers  Jeered  him  for  trying  it.  It  was  not  long  under  his 
judicious  management  until  his  farm  yielded  thirty-tive  and  forty 
bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre,  and  crops  of  corn  equal  to  the  best  of 
the  adjoining  county  of  Fayette.  This  farm  continues  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  descendants  of  Thomas  Endsley.  The  northern  portion 
of  it  is  OAvned  and  occupied  by  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Endsle}',  jr.,  de- 
ceased, except  the  stone  tavern,  which  with  the  southern  portion  of 
the  farm,  is  owned  and  occupied  by  William  Endsley. 

While  assiduous  in  bringing  up  his  farm.  Thomas  Endsley  was 
by  no  means  neglectful  of  his  tavern.  He  was  always  attentive  and 
courteous  to  guests.  Ilis  table  was  spread  with  well  cooked  victuals, 
and  his  rooms  were  clean  and  neat,  so  that  altogether  his  house  was 
one  of  the  most  inviting  on  the  whole  line  of  the  road.  The  Stock- 
ton line  of  coaches  stop])ed  at  the  Endsley  House  during  its  entire 
career  on  the  road,  \vith  the  exception  of  a  short  time,  when  it  was 
withdi-awn  by  reason  of  a  temporar}'  estrangement  betwax^n  Mr. 
Stockton  and  Mr.  Endsley.  Stockton  was  of  a  fiery  temper,  while 
Ml-.  Kndsley  was  not  slack  in  resenting  a  suitjjosed  wrong,  and  at  one 
time  in  going  over  their  accounts  they  disagreed,  and  each  gave  utter- 
ance to  expressions  not  taught  in  the  Sunday  schools.  As  a  result, 
Mr.  Stockton  removed  ins  stock  from  Endsley's  tavern  and  passed 
and  repassed  the  house  thereafter  for  awhile  without  casting  a  glance 
of  recognition  toward  it.  It  was  not  long,  however,  until  Mr.  Ends- 
ley  was  suri)rised  to  see  Mr.  St()ckt(»n  enter  his  house,  extend  his 
hand,  and  hear  him  say:  "  This  ibolishness  has  lasted  long  enough  ; 
my  coaches  must  stop  at   this   house."     "When?"  calmly  queried 
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Mr.  Endslcy.  '•  To-inorroNv,"  i^aid  Mi-.  Stoektuu,  aiid  llu'  old  toriii.s 
of  li'ioiidshi]>  l»ct\veen  them  Avero  restored,  and  continued  as  long  as 
Mr.  vStoekton  lived.  As  stated  in  another  chapter  Mr.  Endsley  was 
a  slave  owner,  and  frequently  aided  in  the  captnre  and  return  of 
fngitives.  Two  of  his  slaves,  Peter  and  Phebe  Butler,  after  acquir- 
ing their  freedom,  settled  in  Brownsville,  and  died  there.  They  were 
well  known  by  the  old  people  of  Brownsville,  and  held  in  high  esteem. 
Thomas  Endsley,  in  1834-'o5,  in  connection  with  James  Black,  of 
Somertiekl,  had  contracts  for  taking  up  the  original  road  bed  on 
Winding  Eidge  and  JSTegro  Mountain,  and  proved  himself  as  efficient 
in  this  line  a's  in  every  other  line  of  business  he  ene-au'ed  in.  He  was 
ini])osing  in  personal  appearance,  well  up  to  six  feet  in  height,  and 
weighed  aljout  two  hundred  pounds.  He  Avas  an  habitual  reader,  and 
a  su43scriber  for  the  Cumberland  OivUiun  and  the  National  Intelligencer, 
from  the  time  he  lived  in  Erostburg  to  the  date  of  his  death.  He 
carefally  and  studiously  read  the  long  and  prosy  editorials  of  the 
Intelligencer,  as  well  as  the  speeches  it  published  of  Henry  Clay, 
Daniel  Webster,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Thomas  H.  Benton,  and  other 
noted  statesmen  of  that  era. 

In  1828  a  military  company  called  -^  The  Addison  Blues,"  was 
organized,  drawing  its  members  from  Somerfield,  Petersburg  and  the 
surrounding  neighborhood,  of  which  Thomas  Endsley  Avas  elected 
captain,  and  ever  thereafter  known  and  hailed  as  Captain  Endsley. 
At  ail  the  old  battalion  parades  in  Somerset,  Bedford  and  Union- 
town  the  "Addison  Blues''  l)ore  otf  the  palm  for  soldierly  bearing, 
and  especial!}'  for  the  stalwart  size  of  its  rank  and  tile,  all  of  Avhoni 
were  hardy  mountaineers,  and  known  and  honoi-ed  as  '■  frosty  sons 
of  thunder." 

William  Sheets  was  a  promin«ent  character  of  the  road,  more 
Avidely  known  as  a  tavern  keeper,  than  in  any  other  relation.  He 
was  a  remarkabe  man  in  many  respects,  and  in  none  more  than  re- 
lates to  his  extreme  longevity.  He  was  born  February  2d,  1798,  near 
Martinsburg,  Berkeley  county,  Virginia,  and  died  May  4th,  1892,  in 
Jefferson  county,  Iowa.  He  was  a  wagoner  before  the  Cumberland 
Eoad  was  made,  and  hauled  goods  from  Baltimore  to  points  west,  over 
the  old  Braddock  road.  He  also  had  some  experience  as  a  stage 
driver.  His  first  venture  as  a  tavern  keeper  was  at  or  near  the  Little 
Crossings,  Avhere  he  remained  but  a  short  time,  and  did  not  do  a  pay- 
ing business.  Leaving  the  Little  Crossings,  he  went  to  Negro  Moun- 
tain and  took  a  house  there.  His  first  experience  at  Negro  Mountain 
was  attended  by  only  limited  success,  and  he  abandoned  tavern  keep- 
ing and  moved  to  a  small  house  on  Jennings'  run,  about  two  miles 
west  of  UniontOAvn,  and  near  the  old  Moxley  tavern,  then  kept  by 
AVilliam  Cox.  In  that  vicinity  he  engaged  in  various  pursnits,  mostly 
of  a  ])recarious  nature,  with  a  downAvard  tendency,  accelerated  by 
too  much  indulgence  in  drinking.  This  Avas  betAveen  the  years  1835 
and  1840,  and  prol)ably  a  little  earlier.  He  seemed  to  realizt' that 
his  fortune  was  on  the  Avane,  and  resolved  to  retrieve  himself.     He 
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afLnirdiiigly,  by  some   moans   iiol    asfcrlaiiial>lc.  sccui'imI   a    ik'W  Irasr 
on  the  Neiri'o  Mountain   liousf  wliicli  lie  luul   Irl'l.  and  iTturni'(l  to  il. 
Beginning  life  anew,  as  it  were,  lie  quit  di"inkiug  and  devoted  himsell 
iMiergetically  to  Inisiness.    It  a\  as  not  long  until  he  established  a  gocxl 
iT])Ulation  and  did  a  large  and  profitable  iuisiness.      His  house  was  a 
t'avoriti'  st(i]i|iing  ])laee  for  hog  droxn'i's.  and    in  the    hitter  ]iart  nf  his 
t-areer  on  JSJegro  ^Mountain,  the  number  ot   barivls  of  corn  he  bought 
and  sold  would  eount  up  to  hundreds  of  thousands.     The  weary  and 
hungry  hog  drover  (pig  pelter  the  pike  boys  termed  him  ).as  he  trudged 
along  the  road  in  snow  andslush,  urging  forwaid  the  lagging,  grunt- 
ing ])orkers,  tipparently  reluetant   to  move  on  to  the   sure  slaughter 
awaiting  them,  would  ery  out   at   intervals,  and  in   despairing  tones: 
•■  Subo}',  suboy,  fort}"  cents  a  day  ami  Jio  dinner;  how  far  is  it  to 
Sheets'?  "    For  many  years  William  Sheets  fed  the  hungry  hogs,  and 
theii-  no  less  hungr}^  owners  and  drivers,  and  while   his  profits  wei-e 
small,  his  business  was  so  large  that  his  ac-eumulalions  in  a  few  years 
ao-o-roo-ated  a  sum  which  made  him  a  comfortable  fortune.   AVilliam  (I. 
Beck,  the  old  stage  driver  living  in  Fairfield.  I(>\\a.  before  referred  to, 
avers  that  AVilliam  Sheets  tlrove  the  first  mail  coaeh  out  from  Cumlier- 
land  that  ever  passed  over  the  Xational  IJoad  west  of  that  place.   This 
was  in  the  j^ear  1818.  and  on  Kinkead's  line  of  coaches.    Kinkead  Avas 
an  uncle  of  William  G.  Beck,  and  a  member  of  the  old  bridge  building 
i\vm  of  Ivinkead.  Beck  &  Evans,  and  an  f)wnei-  of  the  first  stage  line  on 
the  road,  as  l»efoi'e  stated.    The  wife  of  William  Sheets  was  SarahWig- 
gins.  a  sister  of  Isaac  Wiggins,  late  of  South  Union  township,  Faj'ctte 
county,  Pennsylvania,  deceased,  and  an  aunt  of  James  H.Wiggins,  a 
])rosperous  and  well  known  farmer  of  that  township.     She  was  an  at- 
ti'active  girl,  and  had  many  suitors.    One  of  her  lovers  was  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Bradley,  an  employe  of  Kinkead.  before  mentioned.    She 
gave  her  hand  to  Bradley.  :uul  consented  to  become  hrs  wife,  and 
went  so  far  as  to  appear  ujion  the  floor  with  Ih-adley  to  have  the  knot 
tied  by  the  Eev.  William  Brownfield.      The  relatives  and  friends  of 
Miss  Sarah  were  stoutly  opposed  to  her  alliance  with  Bradley,  and  a 
moment  before  the  old  and  renowned  Baptist  parson  began  the  cei'c- 
rnony  of  marj-iage.  Col.  (Juthl)ei't  Wiggins,  an  uncle  of  the  would-be- 
bride,  and  father  of  Harrison  Wiggins,  the  old  fox  hunter  of  the  moun- 
tains, appeared  on  the  scene  and  carried    Miss  Sarah  from   the  floor, 
thus  abruptly  terminating  the  ])ending  nu])tials.  to  the  great  astonish- 
ment of  those  in   attendance,  and   causing  much  comment  and  town 
gossip.     This  unusual  incident  happened  in  a  house  on  Morgantown 
street,  in  Uniontown,  about  the  year  1821.    No  subsequent  eft'ort  \Vas 
made  by  the  parties   most  interested,  to  consummate  the   forbidden 
nuirriage,  and  the  fair  Sarah,  in  a  short  time  thereaiter,  forgetting  her 
att'ection  for  Bradley,  became  the  wife  of  William  Sheets.     The  after 
career  of  Bradle^y  is  unknown.      He  seems  to  have  passed  from  the 
nuMuory  of  men  Avithout  making  a  sign.       fn  the  year  1855  William 
Sheets  took  final  leave  of  Negro  Mountain  and  the  scenes  of  the  Na- 
tional Road,  and  moved  to  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  where  he  made  his 
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last  setlk'iiieiil,  and  died  at  the  date  above  given.  At  hits  death  he 
was  the  po.ssessor  of  a  large  estate,  ehiefly  in  hinds,  which  descends 
to  his  two  surviving  sons.  Isaac  and  Joseph,  and  to  the  heirs  of  de- 
ceased sons  and  a  deceased  daughter,  lie  had  six  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. Bazil  Sheets,  one  of  his  sons,  was  an  ohl  wagoner,  well  renieni- 
l)ered  by  the  old  citizens  along  the  lini'  of  the  road. 

One  of  the  smartest,  best  known  and  most  pictures(pie  men  of 
the  road  forty  years  ago  was  AVili.iam  M.  F.  Magkaw.  He  was  prob- 
ably little  known  west  of  Brownsville,  as  his  business  was  for  the  most 
part  on  the  line  east  of  that  point.  He  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and 
belonged  to  an  old  and  influential  family  of  that  State.  His  brother, 
Harrj',  ])i-acliced  law  for  several  years  in  Pittsburg,  and  served  a  term 
as  State  Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania  from  1S5G  to  1859.  The  Magraws 
were  intimate  friends  of  James  Buchanan,  and  Harry  was  a  leader 
in  the  movements  that  led  u])  to  the  nomination  and  election  of  that 
old  time  statesman  to  the  Presidency.  W.  M.  F.  Magraw  became 
identified  with  the  National  Eoad  as  many  others  did,  tiirough  a 
matrimonial  alliance.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Sides,  Avho 
owned  the  Tomlinson  tavern.  His  first  Imsiness  engagement  in  the 
vicinity  of  Uniontown  was  with  F.  H.  Oliphant,  the  old  iron  master 
of  Fairchance.  Soon  after  engaging  with  Mr.  Oliphant  that  gentle- 
man ])ut  on  a  line  of  teams  and  wagons  hereinbefore  mentioned,  to 
haul  freights  between  Brownsville  and  Cumberland,  and  Magraw  was 
])]accd  in  chai-ge  of  the  line  as  its  general  road  agent.  This  put  him 
in  communication  with  the  people  along  the  road,  and  established  him 
in  the  i-anks  of  the  pike  boys.  He  was  a  large,  fine  looking  man,  al- 
ways well  dressed,  attracting  attention  wherever  he  appeared,  and 
making  I'riends  by  reason  of  his  agreeable  manners.  He  was  not 
fleshy,  liut  hi'oad  shouldered,  tall  and  erect,  of  ruddy  com])lexion, 
light  hair,  and  haljitually  wore  gold  rimmed  s])ectacles  on  account  of 
some  defect  of  vision.  He  Avas  generous  almost  to  a  fault,  and  lavish 
in  his  personal  expenditures.  He  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Union- 
town,  making  his  headquarters  with  his  friend  Joshua  Marsh,  of  the 
National  House.  His  habits  of  living  were  different  from  the  major- 
ity of  the  (jld  pike  bo3'S,  especially  in  the  matter  of  eating,  and  he 
enjoyed  a  good  supper  at  midnight,  better  than  any  other  hour. 
He  brouiiht  in  same  of  all  kinds  from  the  mountain  and  had  it  served 
in  savoiy  style  at  the  National  House.  He  kept  a  carriage,  and  often 
had  it  ordered  out  as  earl}' as  three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
to  go  to  the  mountain,  but  lingered  about  the  town,  chatting  with 
friends,  until  nightfall.  He  seemed  to  delight  in  driving  over  the 
mountain  in  the  night.  Leaving  Vniontown  about  the  dusk  of  the 
evening,  he  would  reach  the  Tomlinson  tavern  about  daybreak  the 
next  morning.  He  called  u))  the  old  tavei-n  keepers  along  the  road, 
all  of  whom  knew  him.  chatted  a  while  with  them.took  a  mint  julip, 
or  somi'lhing  stitfer.  and  ])ushed  on,  and  this  was  his  habit  as  long  as 
he  remained  on  the  road.  He  was  a  southei-n  sympathizer  dui-ing 
the  war,  and  participated  as  a  Confederate   parlisan,  in   some  of  the 
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iri'oixular  skirinislicf*  in  Missouri,  in  llio  iiKi])it-'iit  stages  of  tlif  loni;- 
struggle.  Xotwithstanding  his  southern  sentiments,  he  was  well 
liked  hy  his  northern  aequaintanees.  and  had  many  wai-m  friends 
among  them.  There  was  no  liitterness  in  his  heart.  He  was  elever 
and  eourteous  to  all.  He  had  no  stauneher  friend  than  IJedding 
Bunting,  the  good  old  stage  driver,  who  was  a  pronounced  Union 
\nnn.  Sometime  near  the  close  of  the  war.  ^fagraw  ajtpeared  in 
Harrisburg.  Upon  lieing  questioned  as  to  the  object  of  his  mission, 
he  said  he  had  come  to  see  the  Cxovernor  on  behalf  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  old  friend,  Red  Bunting,  to  the  office  of  Commissioner 
of  the  rumlterland  Road.  He  knew  the  Governor  (Curtin)  personally. 
In  fact,  he  knew  nearly  all  the  public  men  of  his  time,  lie  called 
on  the  Governor,  and  was  cordially  received.  "What  brought  you 
here,"  queried  the  Governor.  "  I  came,"  said  Magraw,  "  to  solicit  the 
appointment  of  Redding  Butting  as  Gommissioner  of  the  Gumlierland 
Road."  '-IIow  does  it  come,"  further  queried  the  Governor,  '-that  all 
you  copperheads  are  for  Bunting?"  >•  Oh!"  said  Magraw,  "Bunting 
is  a  good  man,  the  right  man  for  the  place,  and  a  good  Republican." 
••Well."  said  the  Governor.  '•!  guess  I'll  appoint  him."  and  he  did. 
Mr.  Buntiuii-  was  not  aware  that  Maii^raw  intended  to  go  to  Harris- 
burg  in  his  behalf,  which  shows  the  disposition  of  the  man.  During 
the  administration  of  President  Pierce,  MagraAV  had  a  contract  for 
carrying  the  mails  from  the  ^Missouri  lioundary  to  western  points  be- 
yt)nd  the  plains.  He  sutfered  much  loss  by  reason  of  Indian  invasions, 
and  preferred  a  claim  to  Congress  for  a  large  sum  of  money  to  I'l-ini- 
burse  him.  While  his  bill  was  underijoinii;  consideration  bv  the  com- 
niittee,  he  appeared  before  it  and  emptied  upon  the  floor  a  number  of 
bags  of  mules  ears,  as  evidence  of  his  losses.  His  bill  was  passed. 
Magraw  died  suddenl}',  in  Baltimore,  a  number  of  years  ago,  much 
lamented.  His  wife  is  also  dead.  He  had  a  daughter.  Miss  Sallie, 
well  remembered  by  the  older  citizens  of  Uniontown.  who  is  living 
in  Kansas  City,  a  widow,  in  affluent  circumstances. 
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Ihimb  lice — Reminiscences  of  Unionionn  —  Imac  Johrtson  —  Sfpiire  Hagan  —  A  Mu- 
sician Astride  of  a  Hog  —  Anecdote  of  Judges  Black  and  WiUiains  —  Morgan 
Miller,  an  Old  Tavern  Keeper  —  Philip  Kridibaum,  an  Old  Stone  Cutter  — 
Crazy  Billy — Highway  Robbery  —  Slares  Struggling  for  Liberty — William 
Willey,  an  old  Friend  of  the  Slaves  —  Unsuccessful  AttempAs  at  Suicide  by  an  old 
Postmaster  and  an  old  Drover  —  Tom  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  apjpears  on  the  Road 
and  amuses  the  boys. 

The  Xational  Eoad  had  its  variety,  as  all  the  ways  of  life  have, 
and  this  variety  added  spice  to  it,  and  gave  it  much  if  not  all  of  its 
flavor.  There  were  high  types,  and  low  types,  and  queer  types  of 
life  on  the  road.  Every  section  of  the  road  had  its  noted  character. 
There  was  Marion  Smith  (Loganj.  who  made  his  headquarters,  for 
the  most  part,  at  Searights.  but  a  familiar  figure  all  along  the  line  be- 
tween Uniontown  and  Brownsville.  He  stood  ever  ready  to  fetch 
the  gear  pole  and  insert  it  between  the  spokes  of  the  hind  wheels  of 
the  big  wagon,  the  moment  it  was  driven  upon  the  yard  at  the  old 
tavern  in  the  evening,  to  rest  for  the  night.  He  was  likewise  prompt 
in  carrying  the  hay  and  grain  to  feed  the  lag  six  horses  that  stood  Avith 
their  heads  to  the  long,  strong  trough  supjKjrted  by  the  Avagon  tongue. 
and  when  this  little  job  was  done,  his  compensation  was  replete,  and 
his  topmost  ambition  realized  in  the  big  drink  he  took  with  the  driver 
at  the  bar.  And  Logan  was  further  noted  as  an  imitator  of  the  roos- 
ter, and  gave  many  a  long,  loud  crow  over  Democratic  victories  in 
the  olden  time.  Bill  Hickman  will  be  readily  recalled  by  the  reader 
who  is  familiar  with  the  history  and  traditions  of  the  road,  as  an 
eccentric  character.  He  gravitated  between  Chalk  Hill  and  Jockey 
Hollow,  and  Billv  Brubaker  afforded  amusement  for  the  men  of  the 
road  near  Brownsville.  It  would  scarcely  be  doing  justice  to  the 
nomenclature  of  the  old  road,  without  writing  this  name  ••  Bluebaker." 
There  were  many  others  of  this  class,  but  time  and  space  will  not 
permit  a  reference  to  them,  and  besides,  this  sketch  is  devoted  espe- 
cially to  --Dumb  Ike."  His  name  was  Isaac  Gritfin.  or  Toner,  and  he 
belonged  to  the  queer  type  in  the  above  enumeration.  He  was  not 
in  fact  dumb,  but  everyliody  called  hiin  ■•  Dumb  Ike."  He  was  opaque 
and  bright  bv  turns.  Dr.  Huo-h  Caniiibell  once  asked  him  whv  thev 
called  him  dumb,  and  he  said  '-he  didn't  know,  unless  because  they 
were  dumb  themselves." 

Isaac  was  born  and  reared  in  Springhill  township.  Fayette 
county,   Pennsvlvania.     The  sound   of  the  glories  of  ihe   old   pike 
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I'oai-lu'it  his  ears  at  liis  rural  Imini'.  ami  ln'  rcsoKcd  lo  cmsI  his  lot 
ujion  il.  Il  was  ]tivvi<iiis  to  thi'  yoar  1S|(I  ihal  he  iiiaiK-  his  aji- 
pearaiici'  in  I'nioiitowii.  ami  \'i>v  the  tii'st  linu'  hfhcM  the  Nalinnal 
FJoad.  Wlii'ii  he  shook  the  dust  of  Spriiiii'hill  IVoiu  his  i'rvt.  it  was 
with  a  high  resolve  to  never  eni:;au'e  in  hai'd  lalKO-.  a  resolution  he 
never  thereafter  broke.  Jlis  amhition  was  to  heeoine  a  sta<;H'  driver 
and  it  was  irrepressible.  .He  reaclnd  his  goal.  He  olitainci]  (•nii)loy- 
inent  as  a  driv<.-r  on  one  of  the  stage  lines  and  a])])rovt'd  himself  a 
good  one.  Xot  given  to  absolute  stea<liness  of  hal>it.  his  emjdoyment 
was  not  continuous.  Imt  he  was  held  in  reserve,  as  it  were,  to  take  tin' 
]»lace  of  regular  drivei-s  in  eases  of  accident  oi'  I'niergency.  He  could 
liamlle  the  reins  and  crack  the  whi|)  iMpial  (o  tiie  best  ot  drivers,  and 
took  good  care  of  his  team.  He  not  only  drove  stage  but  was  a  di-iver 
on  the  express  line,  and  perched  on  the  high  tVo)it  seat  of  an  e.xpi'ess 
wagon,  drawing  the  reins  over  four  stout  horses,  was  the  personifica- 
tion of  a  ]iroud  and  happy  man.  .\  little  incident  in  the  old  Ts^ational 
House  on  Morgantown  street,  wlien  that  po])ular  old  hosteliy  was 
kej)t  by  the  kind-hearted  and  gentle  .Tosluui  Marsh,  goes  to  illustrate 
the  eccentric  ways  of  Isaac.  It  was  in  the  bar  room.  Samuel  Mc- 
Donald, a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town,  had  occasion  to  call  there, 
and  among  those  in  the  room  at  the  time  was  •^])umb  Ike.  '  with 
whom  McDonald  "was  well  acquainted,  as  was  eyevy  othei-  citizen. 
McDonald  invited  Isaac  to  take  a  driids.a  proposition  quite  agiveable 
to  him,  and  which  he  promptl}^  acce])ted.  Standing  at  the  bar  with 
glass  in  hand,  "well  filled,  Isaac  felt  it  a  duty  to  com])linu'nt  his  enter- 
tainer, and  said:  "McDonald.  I  res])ect  you,"  and  hesitating,  contin- 
ued, -and  i)robal)ly  I  am  the  only  man  in  town  that  does."  Isaac 
intended  to  be  complimentary,  and  McDonald  knowing  this.  joine(l  in 
the  loud  laughter  of  the  bystanders  over  Isaacs  bull. 

Dui'ing  the  prevalence  of  Asiatic  (diolera  in  rniontown  in  185(1. 
some  one  was  speaking  to  Isaac  in  relerence  to  the  fatality  of  the 
e])ideniic,  and  was  much  astounded  to  hear  Isaac  say  it  was  not  chol- 
era. "What  then  is  it?  "  queried  the  other  part3\  "It  is  death," 
i'etorle(l  Isaac.  When- Isaac  wdshed  to  ex])ress  indignation  against  a 
])erson  he  thought  was  putting  on  aii's.  lie  called  him  "Thetlreat 
Xates,"  and  of  conceited  persons  he  said  they  were  "great  in  theii- 
own  estimashhujy  The  wn"iter  has  in  his  )iossession  a  bootjack  made 
and  given  to  him  by  ••  Dumb  Ike"  in  1852.  It  is  a  clumsy  specimen 
of  mechanism.  l)ut  jirized  on  account  of  the  makei-  and  donoi'. 
Isaac's  patriotism  was  accelerated  by  a  drink,  and  oftt'n  under  its  in- 
i^uence  he  exclaimed  with  em])hasis  of  voice  and  violent  gesticulation 
of  his  right  arm,  "I  am  going  to  the  Disti-ict  of  Columbia  to  see  the 
Goddess  of  Liberty."  AVhen  the  war  against  the  South  assumeil  the 
shape  of  o]ien  and  active  hostilities.  ■•  Dumb  Ike"  volunteereil  as  a 
soldier,  and  proudlj'  marched  iu  tlu'  front  under  the  flag  of  the  stars 
and  stripes.  He  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  transportation  service, 
for  which  his  experience  eminently  tilted  him.  tmd  he  died  iu  the 
faithful  dischai'ge  of  dutv.  and   was  bui'ied   where  he  died,  near  the 
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capitol  of  the  Eepul)lie  l)eneath  the  shadow  of  the  Goddess  of  Libert}'. 
at  whose  shrine  he  was  a  devoted  worshipper.  At  his  death  a  small 
sum  of  mone_y  was  on  deposit  to  his  credit  in  the  old  bank  of  Fa^'ette 
county,  which  was  absorbed  by  claims  for  nursing  and  other  services 
in  his  last  illness.  He  left  neither  widow  or  heirs  to  survive  him. 
His  administrator  Avas  jSTathaniel  Brownfield,  his  old  friend  of  the 
Swan  tavern  in  TTniontown,  where  he  made  his  headquarters  for 
many  3-ears,  and  where  he  was  living  when  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier. 
There  "were  worse  men  and  better  men  than  -'Dumb  Ike,"  but  no  one 
who  knew  him  will  begrudge  a  good,  kind  word  for  his  memory. 

Isaac  Johnson,  a  former  well  Icnown  and  respected  citizen,  who 
died  at  his  residence  near  Uniontown  a  number  of  years  since,  had 
occasion  to  visit  the  East  in  the  year  1833,  and  on  his  return  home 
walked  the  entire  distance  from  Baltimore  over  the  National  Eoad. 
His  mission  carried  him  as  far  east  as  New  Castle.  Dehiware.  and  from 
that  point  to  Frenchtown  he  rode  on  thetirst  passenger  cars  propelled 
l)y  steam  in  the  United  States.  He  was  a  native  of  Greene  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  father  of  David  I).  John. son,  of  Fayette  Springs, 
Avho  was  Commissioner  of  the  road  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Beaver. 

Squire  Hagan,  who  died  in  Uniontown  a  few  years  ago,  much 
lamented,  father  of  Miss  Maggie,  the  poi)ular  clerk  in  the  Uniontown 
postofRce,  was  a  "  Green  Mountain  Boy."  born  in  Yermont,  near  Mont- 
pelier,  the  capital  of  that  State.  The  fame  of  the  old  National  Eoad 
Avas  carried  on  the  Avings  of  the  Avind  to  the  snoAv-capped  hills  of  his 
native  land,  and  he  yearned  for  a  share  of  its  glories.  His  first  appear- 
ance on  the  road  Avas  at  Somerfield. where,  in  the  year  1834.  he  owned 
and  conducted  a  general  store.  The  leading  trait  in  the  character  of 
Squire  Hagan  Avas  amiability,  and  the  trend  of  his  mind  Avas  tOAvard 
philosophy.  He  was  Avidely  known  along  the  line  of  the  road,  and 
highly  respected. 

William  Ilunsucker  Avas  a  hog  drover  from  Greene  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  boys  called  him  "Suboy  Bill.'  Upon  Ijcing  asked 
Avho  oAvned  the  hogs  he  Avas  driving,  and  Avhere  they  came  from,  he 
replied  in  Avords  that  jingled  thus: 

"INIr.  Lindsey  is  the  OAvner, 
They  call  me  .Suboy  Bill, 
The  hogs  came  out  from  Greene  county, 
Xear  the  village  of  Blacksville." 

It  is  said  that  Joe  Williams,  a  Avit.  musician,  comedian,  hnvj-er. 
and  in  his  riper  years  Chief  Justice  of  the  Territorial  Court  of  Iowa, 
once  straddled  a  big  black  hog  in  a  drove,  and  rode  it  through  the 
main  street  of  UniontoAvn,  ])laying  a  clarionet.  Judge  Williams  Avas 
l)orn  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  Avas  a  brother  of  Mrs. 
William  ^NfurphA'.  Avho  lives  near  Uniontown.  IFon.  Jeremiah  S. 
HIack.  of  national  fame,  and  Joe  Williams  Avere  cronies  in  their  boy- 
hood davs.      Williams  visited  Ncav  York  after  he  became  Chief  Jus- 
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lice,  and  it  li:i|»]ii'in'il  that  Jiulije  Black  Avas  in  liiat  city  at  the  same 
time.  A  morniiii;"  paper  statfil  that  Jiuli;'e  Black  Avas  a  i;ucst  at  the 
Astor  JIou.si",  and  this  i'allinij;  iiinlei'  (heeycol  Williams,  he  ])r()cceded 
hastily  to  the  hotel  to  see  his  old  IVieiul.  lie  walked  into  his  room, 
to  discover  that  ho  was  out,  and  seeini>;  writiuii;  material  on  the  table, 
indilt'd  tlii'  following  lines,  Avliich  he  lel't  in  the  room  Inr  .ludgi'  IMacks 
perusal,  on  his  voturn  : 

'•The  salutations  of  tlu'  Chief  Justice  of  Iowa,  (n  the  T'liief  .lus- 
tice  of  Pennsylvania: 

"  Oh,  .Jerry,  dear  Jerry,  I  have  found  you  at  last! 
I  low  memory,  burdeut'd  with  scenes  of  tlie  past, 
Uestores  nie  to  ^^oinerset's  mountains  of  snow, 
W'lieu  you  were  but  Jerry,  and  1  was  but  Joe." 

Morgan  Miller  kept  a  tavern  on  ]\rorgantown  street.  T'niontown. 
as  early  as  1830,  and  ])rohably  Ixdore  that  time.  His  house  was  a 
dingy  frame  structure.  ])aiuted  red.  w  hirh  time  and  storm  made  a 
dead  red.  The  location  was  on  the  hill  near  the  old  ]?a))tist  churcdi. 
in  that  day  called  --Pi-ospect  Hill."  At  this  old  tavern  many  persons 
of  the  neighhoi'hood  wei'o  accustomed  to  s])end  their  evenings  in 
drinl'cing  and  gossipping.  Among  its  patrons  Avere  Pliilip  Ivrishbaum. 
a  stone  cutter,  and  Abram  Brown,  a  farmer.  Ivrishbaum  had  some  a])t  i- 
tude  in  making  rhymes,  a  talent  he  found  useful  in  his  business  of  chis- 
eling tomb-stones.  After  spending  an  houror  two,  one  evening,  in  alter- 
nate drinking  and  gossipping  with  his  friend  Brown,  he  i-ose  from  his 
chair  and  remarked  that  he  must  take  a  drink  and  go.  as  he  luid  to 
finish  some  lettering  on  a  tomb-stone.  ''Sta^'  awhile,""  said  Brown. 
'•  and  write  an  epitaph  for  my  tomb-stone,  and  I  will  treat."  •■Agreed,"' 
said  Krishbaum,  who,  taking  u]i  a  ])en.  wrote  this: 

"Here  lies  tlie  body  of  Al)ram  Bi-own, 
Who  lived  three  milt^s  from  TTnioutown. 
The  more  he  got,  the  more  he  craved. 
Great  God!  can  sucli  a  soul  be  saved!  " 

Brown  ])aid  for  the  drinks.  Seeing  that  Krishbaum  luul  nuide  a 
succH'ss  of  the  Brown  epitaph.  Miller,  the  landlord,  re(iuested  him  to 
write  one  for  his  tomb-stone,  whicdi  he  did,  as  follows: 

"  Here  lies  tlic  l>ody  of  .Moi-Liau  Miller, 
Who  lias  druidv  the  whisky  of  many  a  'stilh'r. 
He  once  lived  up  on  Prospect  Hill, 
•And  sold  his  whisky  by  the  yill." 

The  Well  k'nown  character  hi'ought  to  mind  by  the  nanu'  of 
"Crazy  Billy,"  Avas  at  no  tinu'  in  his  strange  life  engaged  in  any  ])ur- 
suit  connected  Avith  the  National  Road,  but  his  long  stay  at  Union- 
town.  coA'cring  a  period  of  tifty  years  and  more,  entitles  him  to  a 
j)lacc  in  this  history.  He  Avas  well  knoAvu  to  uuniy  of  tlu-  stage  driv- 
ers, Avagoners  and   taA-ern    k'ee]K'rs  of  tlie   i-oad.   and    to  cA'ory  nuin, 
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Avoman  and  child  in  Unioiitown.  His  name  was  William  Stanford, 
and  ho  was  horn  in  England.  It  was  evident  that  he  had  lieen  Avell 
bred,  and  had  received  some  education.  He  was  often  heard  quoting 
from  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England.  He  was  brought  to 
I'niontoAvn  about  ,the  year  1829,  and  closely  confined  in  the  county 
jail.  His  first  appearance  Iji  Fayette  count}' was  in  Springhill  town- 
ship. Avhither  he  wandered  without  any  apparent  object,  and  no  one 
knew  whence  he  came.  On  a  certain  day  of  the  3'ear  above  men- 
tioned, he  was  discovered  alone  in  the  house  of  one  Crow,  in  the  said 
township  of  Springhill.  The  Crow  family  had  all  been  absent  dur- 
ing the  day.  and  upon  their  return  in  the  evening  were  surprised  to 
find  an  occupant  within,  and  the  doors  and  Avindows  securel}'  fas- 
tened. After  reconnoitering  the  premises  the  family-  discovered  that 
it  was  the  manifest  intention  of  the  strange  intruder  to  '-hold  the 
fort  "  In  this  state  of  the  case  Mr.  Crow  proceeded  to  a  neighbor- 
ing justice  of  the  peace,  made  complaint,  and  obtained  a  warrant, 
which  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  township  constable,  who  with 
the  aid  of  the  local  i^^sse  comitatns  hastil}'  summoned,  entered  the 
beleagured  dwelling,  arrested  the  intruder,  took  him  to  Uniontown, 
and  lodged  him  in  the  county  jail,  in  and  around  which  he  re- 
mained from  that  time  until  the  date  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  2Cth  da}'  of  January,  1883.  Soon  after  his  incarceration  one 
John  U]>dcrgraflF  was  committed  to  the  jail  for  disorderly  conduct 
<n\  the  streets,  and  after  the  keys  had  been  turned,  ''Billy'"  fell  upon 
the  new  prisoner,  and  killed  him  outright.  He  was  indicted  and 
tried  for  murder,  but  acquitted  on  the  plea  of  insanity,  and  remanded 
to  jail.  Henceforth,  and  to  the  time  hereafter  mentioned,  he  was 
heavily  ironed  and  chained  fast  to  the  jail  floor.  William  Snyder 
was  elected  sheriff  in  1847,  and  a  few  months  after  his  induction  to 
the  ofiice.  his  wife,  who  was  a  good  and  discerning  woman,  observed 
some  redeeming  (puilities  in  the  nature  of  the  chained  lunatic,  and 
concluded  that  it  would  be  wise  and  safe,  as  well  as  humane,  to  re- 
move his  fetters.  Accordingly  with  the  aid  of  her  son  James,  who 
was  a  .sort  of  general  deputy  about  the  jail  and  office,  she  released 
••I)illy"'  from  the  chains  which  had  so  long  bound  and  chafed  him. 
and  j)ermitted  him  to  walk  about  his  dingy  cell,  untramelled.  Gradu- 
allv  he  gained  the  confidence  of  the  sheritt"s  family  and  after  a  sea- 
son  was  permitted  to  enter  the  official  mansion,  and  move  about  at 
pleasure.  He  showed  an  inclination  to  care  for  the  sheriff's  horses, 
and  was  permitted  to  feed  and  clean  them,  exhibiting  much  skill  in 
this  line.  About  this  time,  James  Snyder  having  occasion  to  visit 
Monroe,  told  '-Billy'"  that  he  might  go  with  him  if  he  chose.  Pleased 
with  the  op](ortiTnity.  •Billy"  ])laced  saddles  and  bridles  on  two 
horses,  mounted  one  liimself.  and  Snyder  the  other,  and  off  they  sped 
to  Monroe.  It  was  an  agreeable  trip  to  "Billy "":  the  first  time  in 
many  years,  that  he  had  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  seeing  the  country 
and  snuffing  the  ^ture  air  of  liberty.  After  this,  he  rode  out  fre- 
(pieiitly  with  the  dejnity  to  various  parts  of  the  county;  but  his 
15a 
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iiiiiid  w:is  novel'  I'lillv  I'l'slorod.  llr  was  iiK-ohoivut,  and  given  lu  un- 
iiilelligilile  nuiltcriniis.  As  tiiiu'  wore  on,  the  people  of  the  town  bc- 
eanie  Ihniiliar  wiili  "  C'ra/.y  l^illy,  "  and  as  Indore  stated  cveiybody 
knew  him.  Jle  earried  letlei's.  and  pei'lornied  en-ands  for  the  connty 
otReei's,  for  in;iny  yeai's.  and  up  to  llie  dale  of  his  last  illness,  and  his 
fidelity  Avas  pvoverhial.  Nothing  could  divert  him  from  the  faithful 
execution  ot  an\'  little  mission  he  undertook.  In  addition  to  his 
constant  mutterings  l)efoi'e  alluded  to,  he  was  a  halutual  sci-ihhler. 
Jle  entered  any  of  the  otliees  in  the  coui't  house  at  pleasui'e,  and  in- 
variahly  sat  down  and  began  to  scribble.  He  wrote  a  fairly  good 
hand,  but  there  was  no  intelligence  in  his  writing,  or  i-ather  no  con- 
nects*! thought.  One  of  his  favorite  lines  was  this:  ■•  I  am  a  bold 
boy  in  his  ju-ime.''  He  would  write  this  as  often  as  a  dozen  times  a 
day.     Another  of  his  favorite  screeds  was  this: 

"  lie  drew  his  sword  and  iiistol, 
And  made  them  for  to  rattle, 
And  the  ladv  held  the  horse, 
While  the  soldier  fought  the  battle." 

The  li'arb  in  whicdi  •iiillv"  from  dav  to  dav  appeared,  was  ol 
the  shabby  order.  an<l  he  ])aid  little  heed  as  u  rule  to  j)ersonal  cleaidi- 
ness.  His  ablutions  were  ])eriodical,  but  when  he  did  indulge  in 
them,  they  were  thorough.  He  had  a  habit  of  i'ul)bing  his  head  with 
both  hands,  and  would  sit  engaged  in  this  exercise  as  long  as  an  hour 
at  a  time.  Avith  great  energy.  He  never  would  submit  to  an  inter- 
view. Hetalketl  much,  but  always  on  the  run.  If  approacdied  by  any- 
one with  a  ]uir])ose  of  eonversing  with  him.  he  iuvarial)ly  walked  off 
muttering  in  loud  tones  as  he  moved  away.  Ife  wore  a  full  beard. 
Avhich  in  his  latter  years  was  quite  gray.  He  had  a  small  foot  and 
hand,  and  many  mai'ks  of  intellectuality.  After  his  death  his  body 
lay  in  state  in  the  court  house  at  rniontown.  and  was  viewed  by 
(housan<ls.  He  was  buried  in  (-)ak  Grove  (A'lnctei'y.  near  I^niontown. 
with  tlu'  rites  of  the  lOpiscopal  Chui'ch,  undci-  direction  of  the  lale 
lamented  IJev.  R.  S.  8mith.  A  section  of  one  ol"the  stone  columns  of 
the  old  Uniontown  court  house  is  ma<le  to  serve  as  a  monument  over 
his  grave.  Maj.  .lesse  B.  (iardnei'  of  Uniontown.  wlio  attended 
••Ijilly"  in  his  last  illness,  gives  the  follow  ing  pathetic  nan-alion  of  liis 
(dosing  bonis.  Until  the  last  ebb.  he  continued  to  utter  the  sonorous 
and  uiiintelli""ible  mutlei'in<''s  so  familiar  to  (hose  who  k-new  him.  but 
in  the  final  throe,  he  turned  ids  eyes  upon  his  attendant  and  ex- 
claimed: ■•Oh.  (iardncr.  il' I  could  only  see  m^Muother !  "  This  was 
not  a  lucid  interval,  in  the  ordinary  meaning  of  that  ]»lirase,  but  an 
expiring  thought,  a  final  flash  of  aflection,  a  wonderful  testimonial 
to  the  sweetest  of  all  names,  and  a  most  forcible  and  striking  illustra- 
tion of  the  ineffaceable  impression  made  by  a  mother's  cai'c  and  lo\e, 
and  all  the  more,  since  at  no  time  before,  during  his  long  sojourn  at 
Uniontown.  was  he  ever  known  to  have  mentioned  his  mother,  or  his 
father.     A  poor,  unfortunate  lunatic,  separated  for  more  than  a   half 
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century  Iruni  the  piireiital  roof,  a  straiigej'  in  a  strange  lanU.  tossed 
by  the  billows  of  a  hard  fate,  and  lying  down  to  die,  light  flashes 
upon  his  long  distempered  mind,  and   his   last   and  only  thought  is 

■'MOTHER." 

The  year  1823  developed  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  examples 
of  grand  larceny  that  ever  occurred  on  the  road,  and  excited  the  peo- 
ple all  along  the  line  from  Baltimore  to  the  farthest  point  west.  Dur- 
ing the  early  s])ring  of  the  3'ear  mentioned  a  merchant  whoso  name 
was  Abraham  Boring,  doing  business  in  an  Ohio  town,  took  passage 
in  a  coach  of  one  of  the  regular  stage  lines  for  Baltimore  to  purchase 
a  stock  of  fresh  goods.  At  Tomlinson's  tavern,  west  of  Cumberland, 
John  Keagy  and  I)avid  Crider,  merchants,  of  Salisbur}',  Somerset 
county,  Pennsylvania,  took  seats  in  the  same  coach  that  was  conveying 
Boring,  destined  also  for  Baltimore,  on  a  like  mission.  It  required 
considerable  time  to  reach  Baltimore,  and  passengers  in  a  stage  coach 
became  acquainted,  one  with  another.  The  three  merchants  not  only 
became  personally  acquainted  with  each  other,  during  their  long  stage 
ride,  but  formed  strong  friendly  relations.  Reaching  Baltimore  they 
stopped  together  at  the  same  hotel  and  talked  over  their  business,  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  goods  required  by  each,  forming  the  leading 
topic  of  their  conversation.  They  went  out  among  the  wholesale 
stores  of  the  city  and  bought  the  goods  they  desired,  the  stock  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Boring  being  much  larger,  finer  and  more  varied  than 
the  stock  bought  \)Y  the  Somerset  county  merchants.  Upon  com- 
pleting his  purchases,  Mr.  Boring's  fii-st  thought  was  to  have  his 
goods  safely  shipped  upon  the  best  terms  obtainable.  Messrs.  Keagy 
and  ('rider  kindly  tendered  their  services  to  aid  him  in  engaging  a 
trusty  wagoner  to  haul  his  goods  to  Ohio,  and  introduced  one  Edward 
Tissue  as  the  right  man  for  that  purpose.  Tissue  was  engaged,  but 
one  wai>;on  bed  would  not  hold  all  the  sfoods,  and  Tissue  brouo'ht  in 
and  introduced  another  wagoner  by  the  name  of  Edward  Mitchell, 
who  was  engaged  to  haul  the  remnant  that  could  not  be  handled  by 
Tissue.  Mr.  Boring  having  arranged  for  the  transportation  of  his 
goods,  said  good-bye  to  his  friends  Keagy  and  Crider,  and  left  for  his 
home  in  Ohio.  Tfis  goods  not  arriving  Avhen  due,  he  supposed  some 
accident  had  caused  a  delay,  and  that  they  would  be  forthcoming  as 
soon  as  practicable.  But  days  and  weeks  passed  and  Mr.  Boring 
began  to  feel  uneasy  about  the  long  delay,  and  wrote  the  consignors 
in  Baltimore  for  an  ex])lanation.  They  replied  that  the  goods  had 
been  carefully  loaded  in  the  wagons  of  Tissue  and  Mitchell,  accord- 
ing to  the  agreement,  and  they  knew  nothing  of  their  destiny  beyond 
that.  Boring  then  took  to  the  road  to  find  his  goods,  lie  went  first 
to  Baltimore  and  learned  that  Tissue  and  Mitchell  had  left  the  city 
with  the  goods  in  theii'  wagons,  and  jn'oceeded  westward.  He  traced 
them  as  far  as  Ilagerstown,  and  at  tliat  ])oint  lost  his  clue.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  Cumberland  without  tidings  of  his  lost  goods.  From  Cumber- 
land he  went  on,  making  in(|uiry  at  vw'vy  tavern  and  toll  gate,  until 
he  reached  Somerlield,  but  heard  nothing  of  Tissue  or  his  comjtanion. 
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.Miti'lioll.  He  ])ul  u]^  t'oi"  tho  iiii::ht  at  a  tavoiMi  in  f^oiiiertirld.  and 
while  at  supper  ciiseovered  an  inijtortant  elue.  The  waitin<;'  maid  at 
the  table  wore  a  tortoise  shell  eonib,  resembling  very  much  those  in 
a  package  he  had  bought  in  Baltimore.  In  ])()li(e  and  delicate  terms 
he  in(|uii'ed  of  the  girl  where  she  obtained  so  handsome  a  comb.  She 
replied,  "In  a  store  at  Salisbury."  In  an  instant  Mr.  Boring  recalled 
his  fellow  merchants  and  recent  fellow  travelers,  Messrs.  Keagy 
and  C'l-ider,  of  Salisbury,  but  concluding  that  they  had  ])ur(du\sed 
the  same  quality  of  combs  in  Baltimore,  went  to  bed,  with  a 
purpose  of  continuing  his  researches  along  the  National  Road. 
During  the  night  he  changed  his  purpose,  an<l  in  the  morning 
returned  to  Tomlinson's  tavern,  and  thence  directly  to  Salisbury. 
Iveaching  Salisbury  he  entered  a  store,  and  to  his  amazement  saw 
upon  the  counters  and  shelves  various  articles,  which  he  recog- 
nized as  belonging  to  his  stock.  Investigation  disclosed  a  remarkable 
e.\am])le  of  criminal  conduct.  Keagy,  Crider,  Tissue  an<l  Mitchell 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  steal  Boring's  goods.  The  ac(|uaintance 
formed  in  the  stage  coach  constituted  the  initial  point  of  the  scheme, 
and  Keagy  and  Crider  found  ready  confederates  in  Tissue  and  Mitch- 
ell. There  was  of  coui-se  to  bo  a  division  of  the  s|)oils.  but  in  what 
pro])ortion  never  was  made  public.  The  wagoners  to  avoid  identiti- 
cation  changed  the  color  of  their  wagon  beds,  and  upon  reaching 
Hagerstown  diverged  from  the  National  Road  and  took  the  country 
by-ways.  The  goods  were  jilaced  at  first  in  a  large  barn  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Salisbury,  and  thence  carried  in  small  lots  to  the  store  of  Keagy 
&  Co.  A  portion  of  the  goods  consisting  of  fine  china  ware,  thought 
to  be  too  expensive  for  the  Salisbury  trade,  was  broken  up  and  buried 
under  gi'ound.  There  was  a  third  owner  of  the  Salisbury  store  by 
the  name  of  Markley,  who  did  not  accompany  his  ])artiiei's  on  their 
touj-  to  i-aise  stock.  Boring,  after  thoroughly  satistying  himself  that 
he  had  found  his  goods,  proceeded  to  Somerset  and  swore  out  a  war- 
rant against  the  parties  accused.  The  warrant  was  ])laced  for  execu- 
tion  in  the  hands  of Philson,  the   sheriff  of  Somerset  county. 

Keagy  was  first  arrested  and  promptly  gave  bail  for  trial,  but  goaded 
by  the  weight  of  his  offense,  soon  thereafter  committed  suicide. 
Tissue  fled  the  Jurisdiction  and  was  never  apj)rehended.  Critler  also 
fled  and  located  in  some  of  the  wilds  of  that  early  day  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  where  he  married  and  raised  a  family,  and,  it  is  said,  has 
living  descendants  to  this  day.  Mai'kley  essayed  to  flee,  but  made  a 
failure  of  it.  Giving  out  the  impression  that  he  had  followed  in  the 
wake  of  Tissue  and  Crider,  he  concealed  himself  in  the  woods  not  far 
from  Salisbury,  and  was  su])])lied  with  food  by  a  devoted  wife.  One 
Sloan,  however,  hapi)ened  to  fall  n])on  his  hi<ling  ]>lace  and  he  was 
ari'csted.  Mai'kley  owed  Sloan  a  sum  of  money  and  j)i'oposed  to  set- 
tle if  Sloan  would  release  him  from  custody.  To  this  Sloan  assented. 
Markley  had  no  ready  money,  but  owneil  piopert}^  and  proffered  his 
note,  which  Sloan  agreed  to  acce])!.  But  no  means  were  at  hand  to 
jjrejuii'e  a  note.     After  canvassing  the  situation  for  a  while  a  j)en  was 
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made  from  a  stick  of  wood,  ink  obtained  from  stump  water,  and  Sloan 
producing  a  scrap  of  paper,  a  note  was  prepared  and  dul}-  signed  by 
Markley  for  the  sum  he  owed  Sloan,  and  the  mone}"  subsequently 
paid  by  IMarkley's  wife.  Sloan  promised  Markley  that  he  would  not 
make  known  his  hiding  place,  but  it  leaked  out  and  he  was  arrested 
by  the  sheritf.  He  requested  permission  of  the  sheritf  to  go  to  his 
house  to  change  his  clothes,  which  was  granted  him,  and  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  sheriff's  indulgence,  tied  to  parts  unknown.  His  wife 
rejoined  him  in  after  years  at  some  point  in  the  West. 

Mention  was  hereinbefore  made  of  the  tragical  death  of  Atwell 
Holland,  killed  by  a  fugitive  slave  on  the  4th  of  July,  1845,  at  an  old 
tavern  in  the  mountain.  In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  state,  that 
fugitive  slaves  were  frequently  captured  on  the  National  Ivoad,  and 
returned  to  their  masters.  Capt.  Thomas  Endsley,  an  old  tavern 
keeper,  mentioned  elsewhere,  once  had  a  terrible  conflict  with  three 
powerful  fugitive  slaves,  at  his  barn  near  vSomertield.  Without  assis- 
ance  and  against  most  determined  resistance,  he  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing two  of  them  and  returning  them  to  their  owner  or  master.  The 
third  escaped  and  became  a  free  man.  Capt.  Endsley  was  himself  a 
slave  owner  as  before  stated.  He  owned  and  used  slaves  when  he 
lived  at  Frostburg,  and  also  during  his  incumbency  as  landlord  at  the 
old  Tomlinson  tavern,  and  brought  eight  with  him  Avhen  he  located 
at  Somerfield  in  1824.  Like  all  other  old  slaveowners,  bethought 
there  was  no  wrong  in  owning  slaves,  and  considered  it  a  conscien- 
tious duty  to  aid  in  capturing  and  returning  fugitives.  His  sons, 
however,  probably  from  witnessing  the  struggles  of  the  slaves  to  gain 
their  freedom  against  the  efforts  of  their  father,  all  grew  up  to  be 
abolitionists,  and  abide  in  the  anti-slavery  faith  to  this  day. 

One  of  the  most  untiring  and  devoted  friends  of  escaping  slaves, 
was  William  Wille}^  of  Somerfield.  He  M-as  a  shoemaker  without 
means,  yet  it  is  said  that  he  secreted,  fed  and  otherwise  aided  more 
fugitive  slaves  than  any  other  man  on  the  National  iioad.  He  is 
known  to  have  harbored  as  man}'  as  eight  and  ten  in  a  single  night, 
in  his  lowly  tenement.  He  was  a  native  of  Baltimore,  and  reared  a 
Democrat.  Those  of  his  friends  who  survive  him  regard  him  as  a 
philanthro])ist,  worthy  of  a  granite  monument.  The  wifV  of  William 
E.  Eeall,  the  well  known  nuinager  of  the  Uniontown  steel  mill,  a 
most  excellent  lad}-,  is  a  daughter  of  William  Willey,  the  old  friend 
of  the  escaping  slaves. 

In  the  year  1829  the  postotfice  at  Somerfield  was  in  the  brick 
house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  known  as  the  Irvin  house. 
John  Blocher  was  postmaster.  The  old  line  of  coaches,  carrying  the 
mail.  sto])ped  at  the  Endsley  House.  It  was  customary  for  the  driver 
after  reaching  the  tavern  to  carry  the  way  mail  pouch  on  his  shoulders 
to  the  postotfice.  One  evening  Charley  Kemj)  drove  the  mail  coach 
in  from  the  west,  and  upon  going  to  the  office  with  (lie  mail,  found 
the  door  locked,  and  was  unaltle,  after  repeated  efforts,  to  gain  admit- 
tance.    Going  arcnind  to  a  window,  he  looked  through  the  ichiss  into 


338  THE    OLD    I'IKE. 

the  ottic-o.  aiul  was  horritird  hy  siH'iiiiz;  Bloelu'r,  the  jiostiiiastei-.  lyint;" 
oil  the  floor,  welterinii;  in  blooil,  and  I'ureiug  liis  way  into  tlie  room 
discovered  that  his  throat  was  cut.  Dr.  Frey  was  summoned,  and 
applied  agencies  first  to  arrest  the  flow  of  blood,  and  then  sewed  up 
the  gash,  and  to  the  surpi'ise  of  all.  the  man  recowriMl  and  livcMJ  for 
nuiny  3'ears  theivafter. 

In  1834  John  AVaters,  a  cattle  <lriiver  of  Ohio,  fell  sick  at  l-'ra- 
zer's  tavern,  in  Somertield,  and  languished  for  many  weeks.  His 
mind  becoming  att'ected  by  I'eason  of  his  severe  bodily  suttering.  he 
rose  from  his  bed  one  evening  when  alone,  opened  his  ])Ocketb()ok 
and  tore  into  small  fragments  a  number  of  good  bank  notes  of  the 
aggregate  value  of  $800.  He  then  deliberately  cut  his  throat.  When 
discovei-ed  he  was  lying  on  his  back  on  the  floor,  and  small  pieces  of 
l)auk  notes  were  seen  float ini>'  in  blood  all  around  his  body.  Dr. 
Frey  was  summoned  on  this  occasion  also,  and  undei-  his  treatment 
the  much  dejected  old  drover  was  restored,  and  afterward  took  nniny 
droves  of  cattle  over  the  i-oad  to  Baltimore.  The  fragments  of  notes 
were  gathered  up,  carefully  cleaned,  dried  and  fltted  together  Avith 
mucilage,  so  that  the  loss  of  money  was  inconsiderable. 

Some  time  dui'ing  the  year  1840  or  '41  a  rather  tall  and  cadav- 
erous looking  individual,  presenting  the  appearance  of  a  man  ou  a 
protracted  spree,  was  observed  coming  down  the  hill  into  Somerfleld 
from  the  east,  walking  and  leading  a  beautiful  bay  horse,  equip])ed 
with  a  handsome  saddle  and  bridle.  The  <|uaint  looking  and  ([uaint 
moving  stranger  halted  to  converse  with  a  cluster  of  boys,  who  were 
sitting  on  the  pavement  in  front  of  Endsley"s  tavern,  near  the  stone 
bridge  at  the  Big  Crossings.  He  told  the  lioys  so  many  amusing 
stoi'ies.  that  they  reckoned  him  to  be  the  clown  of  a  coming  circus. 
That  man  was  Tom  Marshall,  one  of  the  brightest  of  Kentucky's 
many  bright  sons,  a  brilliant  law3^er,  oi'ator  and  statesman,  who  car- 
ried ott'  the  ]talm  in  ever}'  intellectual  combat  he  ever  engaged  in 
save  one.  and  that  was  when  he  locked  horns  with  Henry  Clay.  The 
horse  led  by  Marshall  was  a  favorite  aninuU  whicdi  he  kejtt  and  used 
in  Washington,  while  attending  the  sittings  of  Congress.  He  fre- 
quently passed  over  the  road  in  the  manner  described,  and  often 
tarried  several  days  and  nights  in  rniontown.  Many  of  the  sui-viv- 
ing  pike  boys  remember  Marshall  with  distinctness. 
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27(6  Anrst,  Trial,  Conriction  (Did  Sentence  uf  Dr.  John  F.  Braddee,  the  Notorious 
Mail  Robber —  George  Plitt  maJces  the  Information  —  Bill  Connan  turns  on  his 
Chief — Braddee  gires  Bail  —  His  Bondsmen  —  Strayer  and  Pvrnell — llie 
Witnesses — The  Indictmeiit — The  Jury  —  The  Verdict — The  Defendant  Dies 
in  the  Penitentiary. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Dr.  John  F.  Braddee  was  the  most 
notorious  individual  that  ever  lived  in  Uniontown.  The  exact  date 
of  his  advent  to  that  phice  seems  to  be  unaseertainable,  but  it  was 
more  than  fifty  years  ago.  The  culmination  of  his  remarkable  career 
occurred  in  1841.  Of  his  early  life  but  little  is  accuralely  known. 
It  is  certain  that  he  came  to  Uniontown  from  Virginia.  Tradition 
has  it  that  he  was  born  in  Kentuck}-.  The  story  goes  that  when 
quite  a  youth  he  engaged  himself  as  a  stable  boy,  in  the  service  of  a 
gentleman  who  dealt  in  horses  in  the  town  of  Paris.  State  of  Ken- 
tuck}'.  His  employer  was  accustomed  to  drive  horses  to  the  eastern 
market  for  sale,  and  on  one  of  these  occasions  young  Braddee  was 
taken  along  as  an  assistant.  The  horses  were  driven  over  what  was 
called  the  ''North  Westei-n  Pike  of  Virginia."  At  some  point  on  this 
old  road  Braddee  fell  sick  and  was  left  behind.  After  his  recover}^  he 
made  his  way  to  Uniontown,  stopping  for  a  while  in,  or  about  Mor- 
gantown.  Notwithstanding  his  robust  appearance,  which  will  be 
remembered  by  his  old  acquaintances,  it  is  said  tluit  when  a  boy  he  was 
delicate  and  inclined  to  consumption.  This  is  the  story,  whether  true 
or  not  is  immaterial  in  view  of  his  subsequent  histor}-.  When  he 
reached  Uniontown,  he  was  not  known  to  be  the  owner  of  a  single 
(lobar,  that  he  miglit  call  his  own.  AVithout  education  or  professional 
(raining,  he  announced  himself  a  physician,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine.  His  success  was  remarkable.  He  had  a  com- 
manding personal  appearance,  a  good  address,  and  by  these  mean 
alone  impressed  himselt  upon  the  confidence  of  the  common  mind. 
He  gathered  around  himself  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  admirers, 
some  of  doubtful,  but  not  a  few  of  unquestioned' reputation.  Hi^ 
fame  as  a  doctor  extended  far  and  wide,  patients  flocked  to  consult 
him  from  all  points.  Many  came  hundreds  of  miles.  Fifty  hor.ses 
have  l)een  seen  hitched  around  his  otfice  at  one  time. 

He  possessed  and  cultivated  a  fondness  for  fast  horses,  probably 
the  result  of  his  early  education  in  the  stable  at  Paris,  Kentucky. 
Ifc  always  kept  a  numl)er  of  race  horses  in  ti-aining  for  llie  Ini-f  and 
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often  iiiatclK'(l  tlu-m  a-^'aiiist  others  on  the  race  coui'se.  In  this  line 
his  sneecss  was  \ar\'iiii;',  soiiiet  iines  lie  won  ami  as  olU'ii  li>sl .  hut  losses 
(lid  not  (liiiiiiii>li  his  love  t'nr  the  race  course.  The  accuinulalions 
reeeivecl  troin  his  larije  ])racliee  ol' medieine.  and  liis  winnings  on  the 
race  course  did  not  satisty  his  gi-eed  for  gain,  and  lie  conceived  and 
can-ied  into  execution  au  extraordinary  schenie  tor  increasing  his 
gains.  It  was  nothing  less  tiian  a  carefully  organi/cd  plan  to  roh 
the  United  States  mail.  Tlis  sucees.s  as  a  physician  had  enalile<l  him 
to  ac(|uire  ju-operty.  and  he  had  not  heon  living  in  rniontown  long 
until  he  ]iossessed  himself  of  one  of  the  most  handsome  and  valuaMe 
])roperties  in  the  j)laee,  viz  :  the  properly  known  as  the  "Old  National 
House,"  on  Moi-gantown  street.  Jie  hought  this  ])i-o])erly  from  Hon. 
Thomas  Irwin,  who  afterwards  sat  as  one  of  his  Judges  in  the  famou.s 
ti'ial  to  he  hereafter  mentioned.  When  Braddee  bought  this  property, 
it  contained  only  a  single  building,  the  three  story  briek  on  the 
southei'ii  side  of  I'lie  lot.  He  adde(l  the  wing  to  the  north,  and  here 
he  established  his  headquarters,  cai'i'vingon  his  business,  professional 
and  unprofessional,  with  a  high  hand.  His  ottlee  was  eonvenient.  in 
fact  immediately  adjoining  Stockton's  stage  yai'd  and  coach  factory. 
Into  this  stage  yard,  coaches  were  driven  every  day.  Stockton  had 
the  contract  for  carrying  the  mails.  The  ohl  pike  was  in  full  blast 
then,  and  as  many  as  thirty  coaches  were  driven  along  it  l»olh  ways 
every  day.  Among  the  coaches  carrying  the  great  and  lesser  mails, 
one  AYilliam  rorman  Avas  a  driver,  and  Braddee  cultivated  his 
acquaintance  and  secured  his  contidence.  He  assui'e<l  him  that  money 
could  l»e  made  easily  by  rifling  the  mail  bags,  and  jiromised  Corman 
that  if  he  wouM  hand  him  the  bags,  he  would  "go  through  them" 
and  divide  jirotits  with  him.  Corman  consented.  It  was  of  course 
soon  discovered  that  the  mails  were  tamjxM'ed  with,  and  Uniteil  States 
detectives  were  set  upon  the  tracks  of  the  offenders.  They  were  not 
long  in  ascertaining  the  guilty  ])arties.  Corman  was  arrested  and 
told  the  whole  story.  Braddee  had  other  accom])lices,  viz:  V.  Mills 
Sli'a3-ei-.  and  Di-.  Wm.  Purnell.  Strayer  wasa  saddle]-,  who  cai-ried 
on  a  shop  in  Cnioiitown.  and  (fu'd  only  a  few  yeai's  ago.  I'urncll 
was  a  sort  of  body  servant  (»f  Braddee,  and  for  many  years  after 
Braddee's  death  ])eddled  Braddee's  medicine  through  Fayette  and 
adjoining  counties."  Bradih'c^  was  ari-ested  on  information  made  by 
AVm.  Corman.  and  his  ari\'st  caused  moiH'  excitement  than  any  evt'iit 
that  evei"  t  ranspirc(l   in   Cniontown. 

TllK    INKUiv'M.VrioN. 

Pi'iutxijlriiniii.   /ufi/cffc  Counfij.  f<s: 

George  l.'litt,  agent  of  the  V.  O.  Depart  nu'iit,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  the  United  States  mail  from  Wheeling,  Virginia,  to  New 
York,  ti'aveling  on  the  National  iJoad.  has  been  stolen,  to-wit  :  The 
mails  made  u])  at  Wheeling  (ui  the  Kith,  lOth,  215(1  and  21)tli  of  No- 
vember, 1840,  and  on  the  5th.  12th  and  ISth  of  December,  1840,  and 
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that  he  has  reason  to  suspect  and  does  suspect  and  believe  that  Win. 
Corman.who  on  those  days  drove  the  mail  stage  containing  said  mail 
from  "Washington  to  I'niontown.  Pennsylvania,  is  guilty,  with  others 
of  stealing  said  mails. 

GEO.  PLITT,  Agf.  P.O.  Ihpf. 

Sworn   and   suliseril»od   this   Cth   day  of  January.  A.  D.   1841. 

before  me. 

X.  EAYIXG, 

Fre-'it.  Judge  l-ith  JudiciaJ  District.  Pcnn-^ijlvania. 

Same  day  Avarrant  issued,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  "Washington 
county,  and  to  all  other  Sheriffs  and  Constables  within  the  Fourteenth 
Judicial  District. 

George  Plitt.  agent  of  the  P.  O.  Department,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  the  United  States  Mails  from  Wheeling,  A^irginia.  to  ]S[ew 
York,  traveling  on  the  Xational  Road,  has  been  stolen,  to-wit:  The 
mails  made  up  at  Wheeling  on  the  13th.  19th,  23d  and  20th  of  Xo- 
vember.  1840,  and  on  the"  5th.  12th,  and  18th  of  December,  1840, 
and  that  he  has  reason  to  suspect,  and  does  suspect  and  believe  that 
John  F.  Braddee.  "William  Purnell.  and  Peter  Mills  Strayer.  with 
others,  are  guilt}'  of  stealing  the  mails. 

GFAJ.  VLITT.  Ay t.  P.O.  Dept. 

Swoi-n  and  subscribed  this  7tli  tlay  of  January,  A.  D.  1S41. 
before 

X.  EWIXG, 

Prest.  Judge  14:th  Judicicd  District,  Pennsylvania. 

Same  day  warrant  issued  to  George  Meason,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of 
Fayette  county,  and  to  all  constables. 

The  United  States  of  America  vs.  John  F.  Braddee,  William  Purnell,  et  al. 

William  Corman,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  more  than  one 
year  ago  John  F.  Braddee  repeatedly  ui-ged  him  to  let  him.  the  .said 
Braddee.  have  some  of  the  mail  l)ags  froni  the  mail  coach,  and  that 
he  would  divide  the  money  taken  from  them  with  said  Corman. 
Said  Braddee  said  he  had  frequently  known  such  things  done,  and 
that  lots  of  money  had  thus  been  nu\de.  and  it  had  never  been  de- 
tected. While  saiil  Corman  Avas  di'iving  the  mail  coach  Itetween 
Smithtield  and  Uniontown  last  winter,  the  said  Braddee  sent  Peter 
Mills  Strayer  fre(|nently  in  a  sleigh  atter  him  to  get  a  mail  bag  con- 
taining a  mail — that  at  length  he,  said  Strayer,  took  one  from  the 
coach,  which  was  then  on  runners,  while  he,  the  said  Corman,  was 
watering  at  Snyder's,  east  of  the  Eaurel  Hill.  That  Braddee  after- 
wards told  him  that  there  was  nothing  in  il. 

That  he  knows  of  no  other  nuiil  being  taken  until  within  about 
two   months  ])ast,   when  he.  the  said  Corman.  was  driving  between 
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Ciiioiitowii  iiiid  Washington,  and  avIioi  at  llir  iiis(aiicc  and  alU'r  re- 
peated and  uii;iiil  ivqucsts  of  said  Braddeo  he  commenced  leaving  a 
mail  ])ouch  t)r  hag  in  the  stage  coach,  when  the  coaches  were  changed 
at  L'niontowii.  and  continned  to  do  so  at  intervals  of  (say)  a  week, 
ten  days  or  two  weeks,  until  within  a  week  or  ten  da^ys  before  Christ- 
mas. That  the  said  mail  hags  were  taken  from  the  coach  liy  said 
P)rad(lee  or  some  one  under  his  direction.  That  Ri-addee  after  the 
taking  of  said  mails  would  sometimes  say  thei-e  was  nothing  in  llieiu. 
and  again  that  others  had  itut  little  money  in  them.  One  he  said 
had  hut  fifteen  dnilai's.  The  last  hut  one  gotten,  as  lu'l'oi-e  stated,  he 
said  had  a  large  amount  of  money  in  it,  Imt  he  was  going  to  keep  it 
secretly — l)ury  it  until  the  fuss  was  ovt'r.  That  said  Ei-addee  said  he 
had  a  secret  i)lace  out  of  doors  where  he  could  hide  the  nuiil  hags  so 
that  the}'  could  not  he  found.  That  said  P)ra<hK'e  from  time  to  time 
gavi'  him  thi-ee  dollars  or  five  dollars  as  he  asked  for  it.  and  once  ten 
dollars;  and  Iwined  him  forty  dollars  when  his  (Corman's)  wife 
Avas  going  away.  That  William  Pnrnell  several  tiiiu's  affei-  a  mail 
hag  had  been  taken,  would  take  him.  saitl  CoriiKin.  aside  and  \\liis]ii'i' 
to  him  that  the  l)ag  had  nothing  in  it.  That  on  the  day  before  yes- 
terday- he  was  several  times  at  said  Braddee's  house  and  Braddee 
wished  him  to  leave  a  mail  hag  in  the  coach  for  hini  when  he,  said 
Gorman,  should  return  from  Washington  last  night.  That  said  Braddee 
very  often  Avished  him  to  leave  a  mail  bag  when  he  did  not.  That 
he.  Braddee.  re(juested  him  to  leave  the  large  mail  bag  in  the  c<)ach 
foi-  him,  but  he  never  did  do  it. 

WILLIAM  CORMAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  8th  day  oi'  JtiinKuy,  A.  I).  IS  II,  be- 
fore me  •  ]S[    EWING. 

Pres.  Jiii/ijr  I'fihc  AWi  JikI.  Disf..    />,/. 

Dr.  Howard  Kennedy  also  made  a  pi-i'liminary  affidavit,  wbicli 
is  given  in  a  ])revious  chapter. 

W.MHJANT   OF    .MIREST. 

'f/ic  United  Htatcs  of  America  to  Gconjc  Jleason.  Esq.,  High  *S/ie.riJf  of 
Fayette  County,  Pa.,  and  to  all  Constables  of  said  County  : 

Whereas,  John  F.  Braddee,  William  I'lii-nell  and  Tetei-  Mills 
Strayer  have  been  chai-ged  before  me,  the  President  Judge  of  the 
Fourteenth  Judicial  Disti'ict  in  the  said  State,  on  the  oath  of  (ieorge 
i'litt,  an  agent  of  the  I'ost  Office  I)e])artment.  with  stealing  the  Uiuted 
States  mails  from  Wheeling  to  New  Yoi'k-.  these  are  therefoi-e  to 
command  3'oii,  and  each  of  you,  to  take  the  said  John  F.  Braddee. 
William  Pnrnell  and  Petei-  Mills  St  raver,  and  bring  them  before  me. 
ov  some  other  Magistrate  having  jurisdiction,  to  l»e  dealt  with  aecord- 
in<>-  to  law. 
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Witness  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  said  N.  Ewing,  President  Jndije 
as  aforesaid,  at  Uniontown.  the  7th  day  of  January,  A.  ]>.  1S41. 

N.  E\YING.  [seal.] 
Pres.  Judge  of  flu-  Wth  Jmh  Disf..  Pa. 

Pi'totsijlrania,  Fayette  County,  ss: 

The  examination  of  Dr.  John  F.  Braddee,  of  the  borough  of 
Tniontown.  Fayette  eounty,  Pa.,  taken  before  me,  N.  Ewing,  Presi- 
(k'ut  Judge  of  the  Fourteenth  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
8th  day  of  January,  A.  D.   1841. 

The  said  John  F.  Braddee  being  bi-ought  before  me  by  virtue  of 
a  Avarrant  issued  by  me,  on  su.spicion  of  stealing  the  United  States 
Mails  from  AVheeling,  Ya..  to  Xew  York,  made  up  at  Wheeling  on 
the  13th.  19th,  23d  and  29th  days  of  November.  1840;  and  on  the 
5th.  12th  and  18th  days  of  December.  1840.  says:  I  know  nothing 
about  the  alleged  stealing  of  the  mails. 

his 
JOHN  F.  X  BEADDEE, 
mark. 
Taken  and  subscribed  before  me, 

X.  E\YINC;. 

January  8.  1841.  Pres.  Jmhje  14/A  Jud.  Di.^t.of  Pa. 

Pennsylvania.  Fayette  County^  .<?.9.- 

The  examination  of  Peter  Mills  Strayer.  of  the  borough  ofl^nion- 
town,  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  taken  before  me,  N.  Ewing,  President 
Judge  of  the  Fourteenth  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  8th 
day  of  January,  A.  D.  1841. 

The  said  Peter  Mills  Straver  being  brought  before  me  bv  virtue 
of  a  warrant  issued  l»y  me,  on  suspicion  of  stealing  the  United  States 
flails  from  Wheeling,  Ya.,  to  New  Y'ork,  made  up  at  Wheeling  on 
the  13th.  19th,  23d  and  29th  days  of  November,  and  on  the  5th,  12th, 
aiul  18th  days  of  December,  1840.  says:  I  know  nothing  about  the 
mail  l)ags  or  the  stealing  of  the  mails. 

P.  M.  STEAYER. 

Taken  and  subscribed  before  me, 

N.  EWING. 

January  8.  1841.  Pres.  Judge  }4th  Dist.of  Pa. 

The  United  States  of  America.  Fayette  County.  Pcnn-^ylrania.  ss: 

TIk'  I'uited  States  of  Amei-ica  vs.  .Jolm  i"\  Braddee.  January  8, 
1841.  ordered  that  John  F.  Braddee  entei-  into  security  himself  in 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  two  sufficient  sureties  in  825.000  each. 
Prisoner  remanded  until  Monday,  the  llth  instant,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.. 
to  afford  time  to  procure  Ijail. 
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Tlio  same  vs.  Pctor  ^lills  Strnyer.  .lamiary  ^i\\.  1S41.  oi-dcred 
thai  Peter  Mills  Straycr  ciitci'  into  secaii-ity  liiniscU'  in  $15, (KM),  and 
two  suifieiont  sureties  in  .S7,r)()0  each.  Prisoner  roiuaiided  until  Mon- 
day, the  11th  instant,  at  10  o'eloek.  to  att'oivl  lime  to  procure  bail. 

The  same  vs.  William  Piirnell.  Januaiy  Sth.  1841.  Oi'dered 
tluit  William  Pni'ncll  ciiUr  into  security  liimstdt'in  ?>lll.<i(Ml,  and  two 
sutiicient  sureties  in  8."). Odd  eacdi.     Prisoner  remanded   as  ahove.  etc. 

January  11.  1841.  Monday.  Id  o'clock.  A.  .m.  Prisoners  ordered 
before  the  ■ludi^'c.  Prisoners  say  they  are  not  provided  with  hail  and 
ask  further  time-,  until  say  three  o'clock  v.  m.  Three  o'clock.  i>.  m.. 
nn  hail  heini;'  ottered  the  defendants  are  committed  to  the  ciistiidy  (if 
tile  3[arshal  of  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

'x.  i-:wiN(;. 

Preii.  Jinhj,'.  14/A  .J ml.  /hsf..  I\i. 

:\IITT1-MU8. 
Tlir   f^iiifc/l  Stilfcs  of  Aliicriiui.  Juri/cffr  Cnuiifij.  PciDisi/lriinid,  SS : 

The  Unite(l  States  of  America  to  the  Marshal  of  the  "Western 
District  of  Pi'unsylvania,  (ireetiui;-:  Whereas,  John  F.  Braddee. 
of  the  borough  of  Uniontown,  in  the  County  aforesaid,  hath  i»een 
lu'ought  before  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Ewing,  President  Judge  of  the 
Fourteenth  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  by  virtue  of  the  war- 
rant of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Ewing,  President  Judge  as  aforesaid, 
charged  upon  the  solemn  oath  of  Gfeorge  Plitt,  agent  of  the  (Jeneral 
Post  OfRce  department,  with  stealing  the  United  States  mails  made 
11])  at  Wheeling,  Virginia,  for  New  York,  on  the  13th,  19th,  23d  and 
2!»th  days  of  November,  1840 — and  on  the  Sth,  12th  and  18th  days 
of  December,  1840. 

These  are  therefore  to  command  you  the  said  Marshall  (o  receive 
the  said  John  F.  ]^raddee,  and  keep  him  in  safe  custody  until  lu'  he 
delivered  b}'  due  course  of  law.     Ilereof  fail  not. 

Witness  the  lion.  Nathaniel  Ewing,  President  Judge  as  afore- 
said, at  Uniontown.  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  Anno  homini   1  841. 

N.  EWINd, 
Firs.  Juihjc  of  the  \\tJiJu<J.  Dist.,  Pa. 

'J'/ii-  rniicd  Sfiitcs  of  Aiiirrini   is.  John  F.  Braddee^  Will  id  ni  J^iimcll, 

Peter  Mills  Strat/er  and  William  Coruuni,  r]i(ir<je<l  on  oiith  of  .'<ev- 

eral  rohhcrie.'i  of  t/w  U.  8.  Mail. 

rjeoi-ge  Meason  tent  in  $1,000:  William  Ci-awfoi-d  tent  in  .1^1.000; 
William  Freeman  tent  in  $1,000;  James  McCune  tent  in  $1,000. 

On  this  condition,  that  the  said  George  Meason,  William  Ci'aw- 
iord,  William  Freeman  and  James  McCune  sluill  be  and  appear  at  the 
next  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  held  for  the  Western 
District  of  Penns^'lvania  on  the  third  Monday  of  May  next,  and  give 
testimony  in of  the  said  United  States  against  the  said  John  F. 
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Bnuldee,  AYilliam  Purnell,  Peter  Mills  Strayer  and  William  I'oruiaii, 
and  not  depart  the  court  without  leave,  otherwise  the  recognizance 
to  be  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

GEO.  MEASON,  [seal.] 

AVM.  CEAWFOPvD,     [seal.] 
JAS.  McCUNE,  [seal.] 

WM.  FREEMAN.        [seal.] 

Taken  and  acknowledged  this  loth  da}"  of  January,  A.  D.  1841. 
Com,,,,  '  T.  IPvWIN, 

Dist.  Ju'lgc  of  the  U.  S.,  Wcstei-n  Bisf.  of  Pa. 

U.  S.  CO:\IMITMENT. 

United  States  of  America.,  We.-^tei-n  District  of  Fennsyli-a/iia,  ss: 

The  United  States  of  America  to  the  Marshal  of  the  Western 
District  of  Pennsylvania  and  his  deputies,  to  any  constable  of  the 
County  of  Allegheny,  and  to  the  jailer  of  said  County  of  Alleghenj', 
Greeting : 

Whereas.  John  F.  Braddee,  William  Purnell  and  Peter  Mills 
Strayer  are  now  brought  before  me,  the  Hon.  Thonuis  Ii-win,  Esquire, 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Western 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  charged  on  the  oath  of  George  Plitt,  Wil- 
liam Corman  and  others,  with  stealing  the  United  States  mail  nnule  up 
atWheelingon  the  13th,  19th,  23d  and '29th  daysofNovember,  A. D. 1840, 
and  on  theoth,  12th  and  18th  days  of  December.  1840.  These  are  there- 
fore to  command  you,  the  said  marshal,  constable  oi-  jailer,  or  either 
of  3'ou,  to  convc}-  the  said  John  F.  Braddee,  AVilliam  Purnell  and 
Peter  Mills  Strayer  to  the  said  jailer  of  Allegheny  county,  and  you, 
the  said  jailer,  are  hereby  commanded  to  receive  and  keep  safely  the 
said  John  F.  Braddee,  William  Purnell  and  Peter  Mills  Straj'cr  in 
your  jail  until  they  thence  be  discharged  by  due  course  of  law.  For 
so  doing  this  shall  be  your  warrant. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  Hon.  Thomas  Irwin.  Esq.,  has 
hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal,  this  13th  day  of  January,  A.  I).  1841. 

(Signed)  TIL  IRWIN,     [seal.] 

District  Judge.  U.  S. 

Pittsburg,  Penna.,  25th  of  Jan'y,  1841. 
Howai'd  Kennedy,  sjjecial  agent  of  the  Post  Office  De])artnient. 
in  addition  to  the  testimony  given  by  him  before  His  Honor  Judge 
Ewing,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  against  Braddee,  Purnell, 
Strayer  and  Corman,  relative  to  the  probalde  loss  of  money,  drafts, 
&e..  in  the  stolen  iiuiils,  fui-ther  deposes,  tluit  since  lliat  time  he  has 
received  reports  iVoni  various  jtersons  and  places  in  Ihr  West  of  let- 
ters mailed  at  dates  which  would  have  by  due  course  of  mail  Iktu  in 
the  bags  stolen,  containing  bank  notes,  scrip,  certificates,  di-alls  and 
checks,  amounting  to  one   hundred   and   two  thousand  dollars  and 
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ii|i\\  ards  :  that  rvrry  mail  liriiii;s  him  additional  i-cjiorls  of  losses,  ami 
that  hr  Itclii-xi's  tlu-  amounts  iv|iorti'il  will  not  conslitulc'  moi'i'  than 
one-half  of  what  has  hern  lost  in  the  mails  hctween  the  Kith  of  Now, 
and  the  ISth  of  I)rc..  IS  10.  on  the  route  I'rom  AVheelins;-  to  Xt'w  York. 

IIOWAIM)    KKXNKDY. 

>S>ccw/  Agent  P.  0.  Dcpt. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  2jth  ,lanuai-y.  1841. 

T.   illWIX. 

District  ./iii/ijc. 

-t  PETITIONS  FOR  IIABEl'S  CORPIS. 

To  flic  Hon.  ThoniKs  Jnrin.  Jiulijc.  of  the  United  States   Court  of  the 

Western  District  of  Pennsylcania  : 

The  petition  of  William  Purnell  resjieetfully  represents  that  your 
petitioner  is  now  confined  in  the  jail  of  Allegheny  count}-,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  warrant  of  coinmitnient.  a  ti'ue  co))y  of  which  is  ])refixed  to 
this  petition.  Your  petitionei-  humbly  ])rays  your  Honor  to  award 
a  habeas  corpus,  that  he  may  be  bailed  by  sutficient  sureties,  accordini;- 
to  the  first  article  and  ninth  section  of  the  ( Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  January  29,  1819. 

\VILLIAM  PUli^^ELL. 

To  the  lion.   Thomas  Irwin,  Judge  of  the  Court  (f  the  United  States 

for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  petition  of  Doctor  John  F.  Braddee  respectfully  re])resents 
that  your  petitioner  is  now  confined  in  the  jail  of  Allegheny  county, 
in  obedience  to  a  warrant  of  commitment,  a  true  copy  of  which  is 
prefixed  to  this  petition. 

Y^'our  petitioner  humbly  ])ra3's  your  Honor  to  award  a  hidieas 
corpus,  that  he  may  be  bailed  l)y  sufficient  sureties,  according  to  the 
first  article  and  ninth  section  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  United  States  vs.  John  P.  Braddee. 

his 

JOHN  F.  X  r,i;.vi)i)h:K. 

mark. 
Petition  i'oy  /o/hcas  mr/ius  granteil.and    issued  January  28.  1841. 
The  same  /-s.  Wm.  I'urnell.  (///f/.^William  Purnell.  .lanuai-y  29,  1841. 

United  States  vs.  Braddee. 

Let  a  habeas  corpus  issue  in  this  case  according  to  the  ]trayer  of 
the  ]»ctitioner,  returnable  foi-thwitb. 

THOMAS  liaVlX. 
E.  J.  POBEPTS,  Esq.,  Clerk.  District  Judge. 

•  January  26,  1841. 
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United  States  vs.  Purnell. 

Let  a  habeas  corpus  issue  in  this  case  according  to  the  prayer  of 
the  ])etitioner,  returnable  forthwith. 

THOMAS  lUWIN, 

District  Jy (J (J e.  Western  District  of  Pennsijlrania. 

E.  J.  ROBERTS,  Esq.,  GH;  D.  Court. 

THE  WHIT  AND  JAILER'S  RETURN. 

Western  District  of  Pennsylvania,  ss: 

The  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Marshal  of  said  Dis- 
trict, and  the  jailer  of  Allegheny  county,  greeting: 

We  command  j'ou  the  body  of  John  F.  Braddee  in  your  custody, 
under  safe  and  secure  conduct  before  the  Hon.  Thomas  Irwin,  Judge 
of  our  District  Court,  at  his  chambers  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  to- 
gether Avith  the  day  and  cause  of  his  said  caption  and  detention, 
forthwith  then  and  there  to  be  subject  to  whatsoever  our  said  Judge 
shall  consider  in  that  behalf  and  have  you  then  there  this  writ. 

Witness  the  Hon.  Tlioiuas  Irwin,  Judge  of  the  United  States  for 
said  District,  at  Pittsburg,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one. 

E.  J.  ROBERTS,   Clerh: 

Tlie  body  of  the  above  named  John  F.  Braddee  I  have  brought 
before  your  Honor,  together  with  day  and  cause  of  his  being  detained, 
in  obedience  to  the  writ. 

So  answers  Jas.  McCune,  jailer  of  Allegheny  county. 
To  the  Hon.  Thomas  Irwin. 

BOND  AND  B0ND8MEN. 

The  U.  S.  vs.  John  F.  Braddee^  Application  to  be  admitted  to  bail,  Jan. 

28,  1841. 

The  foll(jwing  named  persons  being  sworn,  de])ose.  That  they 
are  worth  severally  as  follows:  Hugh  Graham,  $20,00U;  Benjamin 
Brownfield,  $18,()()0;  Isaac  Hague,  $5,000;  Henry  Smith,  $5,000;  R. 
Laughlin,  $4,000;  Emanuel  Brown,  $3,500;  B.  Brown,  $3,000;  D.  S. 
Diamond,  $1,000;  Thomas  Moxley,  $2,000;  Michael  Franks,  $2,000; 
Abi-aham  AVhite,  $800;  Jacob  Humbert,  $200;  Peter  Humbert, 
81,0()():   Andrew  McClelland,  $3,000.      Coram, 

T.  IRWIIS^. 

These  amounts  were  taken  from  the  property  lists  in  tlie  Com- 
missioners Office  of  Fayette  county.  Pa.  Abraham  Brown,  $3,400; 
Benjamin  Brown,  $4,050;  Emanuel  Brown,  $2,025;  Benjamin  Brown- 
tieki,  $6,8G0  ;  Michael  Franks.  $1,400;  Henry  Smith,  $2*272 ;  Andrew 
McClelland,  $1,170;  Peter  Humbert,  $1,200;  Isaac  Hague,  $3,170; 
Isaac  Brown.  $3,552  ;  -Hugh  Graham,  3,8(J8 ;  Samuel  Ilatheld,  $4,500  ; 
riiomas  Mo.xley,  $2,000;  *David  Chipps,  $200.     Names  marked  with 
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M  st;ii\  ;\vr  already  scTtiiMty  lnr  IIiii;li  l\cy>.  ('anal  ( '(Uiiinissitiiin-. 
with  Win.  S(,'ai'ii;'lit,  for  650,000.  ami  also  dn  iln'  IkmiiI  of  'riidinjisoii 
Mc'Jvraii.  laic  Roail  ( 'oiiiinissioin'r.  foi-  a  lari^X'  anioiinl. 

I'oIXTS  IJ.MSKI)  BKFOin-:  Till:  ('o.M.MrfTIXG  .M A(.;iSTUATK  : 

(^lU'iv. — Can  fail  fr  i;"ivi'n  on  any  oIIkt  sjiccics  of  proju'i'l  \-  tlian 
ix-al  eslali,'? 

(^ueiv. — Art-  nut  these  jicrsoii.s  inik'ninilicd.^  Jl  so.  how  ?  Would 
it  be  ])(»licy  to  recognize  them  as  wiliie^;scs  on  the  ])ai'i  of  llie  Inilcd 
Stales? 

Queiv. — The  order  is  that  two  sureties  in  82"). 000  each  slioulij  he 
furnished — will  any  other  members  be  taken? 

The  United  States  vs.  John  F.  Bmddee. 

In  the  Circuit  and  Disti'iet  Courts  of  the  I'liitcd  Slates,  for  (he 
Western  District  of  Penns3'lvania,  tdiargetl  with  the  larceny  of  the 
XT.  8.  mail  or  mails  and  stealini*;  therefrom.  IFuuh  (iraham.  benja- 
min Bi'owntield,  Isaac  Hague.  Henry  Smith,  Ivobert  Laughlin.  Eman- 
uel Brown,  Daniel  Diamond,  Thomas  Moxley,  Michael  Franks,  Abra- 
ham White,  Jacob  Humbert,  Peter  Humbert,  Andrew  McClelland. 
Tjewis  Williams,  James  McTjcan,  David  CMiipps.  James  Douglass.  John 
Hague,  Al)raham  Brown,  J)aniel  Franks,  Jolm  McClelland  and  AVil- 
liam  Hai»;ue  acknowledge  themselves  to  beheld  and  tirinlv  bound  unto 
the  Ignited  States  in  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollai's  each,  lawful 
money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  levied  of  your  goods  and  chattels, 
lands  and  tenements,  upon  condition  that  the  said  John  F.  Braddee 
l)e  and  ay)pear  at  a  session  of  the  Circuit  Coui-t  of  the  Cnited  States  to 
l)e  held  at  the  city  of  Pittsburg  the  third  .Monday  in  .May  next,  to  an- 
swer the  said  chai'ges.  and  sucdi  other  matters  as  shall  then  and  there 
be  preferred  against  him.  and  that  he  shall  not  (le])art  thecoui'l  with- 
out leave.      Taken  and  acknowled<;-e(l.      Corain. 

T.  IBWIN, 

.lanuary  28,  1841.  Dlstrirf  Jinhje. 

THE  INDICTMENT. 

Jn  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  oi  Amei'ica,  holden  in 
and  for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania,  at  ^fay  sessions,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundrcil  and  forty-one. 
Western  District  of  Pennsylvania,  to-wit  : 

The  grand  incjuest  of  the  United  States  of  America,  inquiring 
for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  their  oaths  and 
ailirmations  respective!}'  do  present  and  say:  That  John  F.  Braddee. 
late  of  said  Western  Districtof  T*enn  sylvan  ia.  a  ])ract  it  ioner  of  medicine, 
did  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and   forty,  at  Uniontown,  in  the  said  Western  District  of  Pennsylva- 
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Ilia,  procure,  advise  and  assist  Peter  Mills  SLrayer  to  steal,  lake  and 
carry  away  the  mail  of  the  United  States  of  America,  then  in  pro. 
gress  of  transmission  from  the  postoflfice  in  AVashington  City,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  the  postolfice  at  Wheeling,  in  the  Western 
District  of  Virginia,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and  against  the 
peace,  government  and  dignity  of  the  United  States. 

C.  DAEEAGH, 
U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania. 
'  True  bill — James  Eiddle,  Foreman. 

May  24th,  1841. — The  Clraiul  Jury  came  into  court  and  presented 
a  bill  of  indictment  against  Wm.  Purnell  for  stealing  a  letter  from 
the  mail  and  other  offenses.  Same  day  John  F.  Braddee  by  his  bail, 
Hugh  Graham,  is  surrendered  into  Court  and  Hugh  Graham  dis- 
charged from  his  recognizance.  Same  da}",  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Austin,  and  aiUdavit  of  John  M.  Austin,  filed,  habeas  corpus  ad  satis- 
faciendum, issued  to  the  jailor  and  Sheriff  of  Fayette  county  for  the 
body  of  William  Collins.  United  States  vs.  John  F.  Braddee,  No.  3 
of  May  Term,  1841.  Stealing  from  the  United  States  mails.  And 
now,  to-wit:  May  25th,  1841,  a  jury  being  called  came,  to-wit :  George 
Fortune,  AYilliam  Plummer,  Samuel  Cooper,  William  Eaymond,  Ed- 
Avard  A.  Eeynolds,  Arnold  Eiehbaum,  James  Stewart,  John  Clemens, 
Joseph  Alexander,  Thomas  F.  Mitchell,  Thomas  S.  Cunningham  and 
Samuel  A.  Eobcrts,  twelve  good  and  lawful  men,  duly  sworn,  sum- 
moned and  balloted  for,  and  sworn  and  affirmed,  do  say  on  their  oaths 
and  affirmations  that  the  defendant  is  guilty  on  the  first,  second  and 
fourth  counts  in  the  indictment,  and  not  guilty  on  the  third  count. 
Verdict  given  on  the  4th  day  of  June,  1841.  The  jury  was  polled  at 
the  instance  of  defendant's  counsel. 

EXCEPTIONS. 

The  Court  referred  to  the  trial  of  Eobinson,  which  had  taken 
place  at  the  present  term,  and  in  which  some  of  the  jurors  now  em- 
pan  ncled  had  rendered  a  verdict  of  guilty.  It  was  not  pretended 
that  this  trial  had  the  remotest  connection  with  the  mail  robbery  at 
Uniontown,  or  that  the  case  of  Eobinson  involved  an}^  principle  of 
evidence,  or  consideration  as  to  the  credibility  of  Avitnesses,  analogous 
to  the  case  under  consideration  ;  yet  the  Court  asked  the  jury  to  re- 
flect how  it  would  look,  out  of  doors,  after  the  conviction  of  a  poor 
friendless  boy  like  Eobinson,  to  acquit  such  a  prisoner  as  was  then 
on  trial;  that  it  might  countenance  the  reproach  which  had  l)een 
cast  upon  the  law  of  permitting  big  fish  to  escape  while  little  ones 
were  caught,  and  that  the  Court  would  be  deeply  nu)rtified  at  such 
an  ai)i)carance.  These  remarks,  which  could  afford  no  ])Ossible 
grounds  for  salutary  reflection,  were  calculated  to  make  the  jury 
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foi'gcl  tlioii-  (citlis;  to  k'iid  tlu'iu  away  tVom  a  (.•onsciriil  inns  ami  t'cai'- 
k'.ss  exaiuiiiatioii  of  the  tesliniouy  to  calciilat ions  upon  llic  pi-olialilc 
opinions  ol"  olhers,  t'oumlrd  not  upon  oath  or  u]ton  a  lull  htarin^'  of 
tlie  testimony.  This,  too,  in  u  case  where  it  had  Iteen  nuide  to  ap- 
]>ear  that  the  most  infiunons  attempts  were  ivsorted  to  t'oi-  tl>e  pur- 
])Ose  of  inflamiuii"  the  ])ulilic  mind  hy  falsehoods  tlirouuli  the  ])i-ess. 
The  jni'v  lo  retleet  thai  it  \\\vy  look  a  eourso  nnpo]>ularat  llu'  nio- 
uient,the  whole  odium  must  rest  upon  them,  and  that  their  eharaeters. 
motives  and  eouduet  wouhl  be  placed  in  striking;  contrast  with  the 
more  pojtular  tone  of  the  Court. 

2.  That  I  lie  foui-t  whilst  forbearing  altogether  (o  notice,  or 
noticing  very  slightly,  the  considerations  which  took  all  weight  from 
lln'  testimonj'of  Corman  and  Strayer  (witnesses  for  the  prc^secution), 
lold  the  jury  it  would  be  a  farce  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Collins  and  Owens,  witnesses  foi'  the  accused,  although  ihe 
latter  stood  intinitely  fairer  liefore  the  Jury,  and  had  no  such  power- 
ful inducements  as  Corman  and  Strayer  to  give  false  testimony. 

3.  The  oflfcnso.  if  any,  established  against  the  pi'isoner,  Avas  that 
of  taking  the  mail  with  the  consent  of  the  person  having  charge 
thereof.  Yet  the  Court  declined  to  give  the  ])risoner  the  benetit  of 
this  discrimination. 

4.  The  charge  of  the  Court  that  the  testimony  of  Turk,  as  to 
the  non-arrival  of  the  mail  at  ]S^ew  York,  derived  from  the  register, 
Avas  suificient,  without  the  ])rodiU'tion  of  the  register  or  any  eo])y 
tliereof,  or  extract  theretrom. 

United  States  vs.  i^raddee.     Reasons  in  arrest  of  judgment. 

1.  The  indictment  did  not  pursue  the  language  of  the  Act  of 
Congress,  but  mingles  together  words  Avhich  in  the  act  are  intended  to 
describe  ditferent  offences.  The  accused  is  consequently  not  apprised 
of  the  clause  under  which  he  is  indicted,  and  the  especial  character 
of  the  offence  Avhich  he  must  prepare  himself  to  meet.  These  crimes 
being  statutory,  must  turn  altogether  on  the  language  ot  the  Act  of 
Congress.  Suppose  the  same  count  had  charged  the  accused  with 
roliliing,  stealing  and  taking? 

The  indictment  docs  not  allege  that  the  nuiil  stolen  oi-  taken  con- 
tained any  valuable  thing. 

Overruled. 

THE  SENTENCE. 

United  States  vs.  John  l'\  Eraddec.  May  sessions,  1841.  Sentence 
on  the  first  count  of  the  indictment:  That  you,  John  F.  Braddec,  be 
imprisoned  in  the  Western  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania,  at  hard 
labor,  for  and  during  the  term  of  ten  years,  and  in  all  rcs])ects  be 
subject  to  the  same  disci])line  and  treatment  as  convicts  sentenced  by 
the  Courts  of  the  State;  and  that  yon  pay  the  costs  ot  this  ])rosecu- 
tion,  and  stand  committed  until  this  sentence  becom])lic(l  with.  And 
while  so  confined  therein  you  shall  be  exclusively  undei-  the  con- 
straint of  the  oliicers  having  charge  of  said  Penitentiary. 
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DUCKET  ENTRIES. 

Muy  27lli.  1841.— Test,  for  United  States:  J.  11.  Phillips.  J.  H. 
Dieus.  Heniy  H.  Beeson,  Frederiek  Byrer.  John  Ketler.  Samuel  Mc- 
Lean, Peter  Mills  Strajer.  Amos  Jollitt',  Samuel  Costello.WilliamWag- 
ner.  Maj'  28th — Test,  for  Defendant:  John  Warner,  Thomas  Mox- 
lev,  Adam  Georii-e.  John  Hendricks.  Uriah  Iloke.  Aaron Wyatt.  James 
McLean,  James  Smith,  Jacob  F.  Brant.  Eobert  Carr,  Thomas  Eow- 
land,  Abraham  White.  Isaac  Hague,  Jacob  Eckel,  Decatur  Wolfe. 
May  2!lth  — Test,  for  Defendant:  John  Haney.William  Collins,  Fran- 
cis Wilkinson.  Jesse  King,  H.  Mitchell,  David  Chipps.  Wm.  D.  Swear- 
inffen.  Henrv  Hally.  Margaret  Collins,  William  Purnell,  John  Imbre. 
John  Campbell,  John  M.  Crane,  Alfred  Core,  Seth  Holl,  John  Wood- 
ward, Henry  Smith.  Matthias  C.  Baker,  James  Marinder,  Madison 
Mooney.  James  Owens.  May  31st — Test,  for  Defendant :  Jesse  Jones, 
Wm.  Hall,  T.  Shaw,  William  Ebert,  Gideon  John,  Alexander  I.  Fow- 
ler. John  F.  Sangston,  Benjamin  Browntield.  June  1st  —  Test,  for 
United  States:  Brown  Snyder.  George  Meason,  Eobert  L.  Barrj',  John 
Ketfer.  Alfred  McClelland.  Ellis  Baily,  Isaac  Xixon.  William  Xixon. 
Samuel  Xixon,  Geo.  Eider,  J.  T.AVilliams,  Jas.  MeGayen,AVm.  Eeddick. 

June  1.  Court  took  a  recess  for  half  an  hour.  Mr.  Black  (Col. 
S.  W.),  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  addressed  the  Coui-t  and  jury. 
Mr.  William  Austin,  for  defence,  addressed  the  Court  and  jury.  Mr. 
Darragh,  district  attorney,  addressed  the  Court  and  jury.  June  2. 
Mr.  Darragh  continued  and  concluded  his  address.  Mr.  McCandless, 
for  defense,  addressed  the  Court  and  jur^-;  Court  took  a  recess  for 
half  an  hour.  Mr.  McCandless  continued  and  concluded  his  address. 
Mr.  Biddle,  for  the  defense,  commenced  his  address  to  the  Court  and 
jury.  June  8.  Mr.  Biddle  continued  and  concluded  his  address. 
Mr.  Loorais,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  commenced  his  address 
to  the  Court  and  jury.  The  jury,  having  been  charged  by  Judge  Bald- 
win, retired.  Same  day  rendered  a  verdict  as  before  mentioned.  Mr. 
McCandless  moved  the  Court  in  arrest  of  judgment  and  for  a  new  trial. 

June  5.  Affidavits  as  to  the  ownership  of  a  portion  of  the  money 
in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Darragh  and  Kennedy  filed.  Mr.  Finley  for 
Edward  H.  Brags,  moves  to  take  the  mone}"  out  of  Court  found  in 
the  mail  stolen,  and  identified  by  the  aflSdavits  filed.  Same  gentle- 
man makes  the  same  motion  for  John  J.  Young.  Both  motions  re- 
ferred by  the  Court  to  Messrs.  Darragh  and  Kennedy  as  auditors. 
Amos  Joiliff  discharged  from  his  recognizance  to  attend  as  a  witness. 
The  following  re))ort  was  made  to  the  Court  by  Messrs.  Darragh  and 
Kennedy  viz:  Pittsburg.  June  5,  1841.  The  undersigned  beg  leave 
to  report  that  they  have  paid  out  on  affidavits  to  individuals  claim- 
ing, or  their  order,  the  following  sums  from  the  money  recovered  on 
the  premises  of  John  F.  Braddee:  E.  11.  Pandell,  S250:  Timothy 
Goodman.  81.000:  Silas  D.  Force,  SI  00 :  James  Sproul.  SOOO;  H.  S. 
Abbott.  .SOU. 10;  SibljettcV:  Jones,  81.127;  Haney  St.  John.  S1.4o5; 
B.  S.  Williams,  S30:  G.  G.  Moore,  8170;  A.  H.  Bangs,  8934.90;  John 
S.  Young.  8190;  Chas.  S.  Bradford,  8300:  in  all  87,154.60.     Whole 
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aiiioiint  recovered,  Sin.lJKS. (id.  K'nviiii;- 8112  M  iiiidi?;!  rilmtrd.  lu'iiort 
of  auditors  confirmed,  and  elaiinants  who  liave  Iieen  jiaid  ari' direett'd 
to  <:;ive  receipts,  and  the  liahmcc  unclaiiiic<l  he  deposited  in  (he 
Bank  of  Pittshuri;-  to  al)ide  the  fui'tiier  oi'der  (_>f  the  Court. 

United  States  cs.  William  I'ui'iiell.  Wni.  Freeman,  .lames 
McCucn,  O.  T.  Moore,  H.  Jl.  Turk,  A.  McClelland  and  William  ("raw- 
ford  each  hound  in  a  recognizance  of  65(t(>  li>  appear  at  (he  next  term 
of  tlie  Circuit  Court  of  the  T^ni(ed  S(ates  for  the  Western  J)istrict  of 
reiinsylvania,  on  (he  3d  Monday  of  Xovemher  next,  to  testify  in  the 
ahove  case.  .1.  .M.  Austin  moves  the  Court  to  direct  the  ^larshal  to 
pay  the  Avitnesses  subpcenaed  on  (he  part  of  (he  defeiidanl  in  (he  ease 
of  the  I'^^nited  S(ates  r-s".  John  l'\  Braddee.  Cinirt  I'efused.  and 
ordered  that  the  expenses  of  compulsoiy  })roccss  he  paid  to  the 
officers  by  the  ITnited  States. 

United  States  vs.  William  Purnell.  Defendant  tent  in  S-i,000  on 
condition  that  he  be  and  ajtpear  at  the  next  term  of  tlu'  Circuit  Court 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  held  in  the  cit}'  of  Pittsburg,  on  the  tirs( 
Monday  of  November,  next.  .Tames  L.  Bugh,  Benjamin  AVatson  and 
John  Hendricks  each  (ent  in  8UIMM)  on  condition  that  defendant  be 
and  a])])ear  as  aforesaid. 

June  7.  The  Court  overruled  the  motion  for  a  new  (rial  in  (he 
case  of  the  United  States  vs.  Braddec,  and  also  a  motion  by  Jolm  M. 
Austin,  esq.,  to  postpone  sentence,  and  the  Court  sentenced  (he  de- 
fendant as  before  mentioned. 

November  16,  1841.  The  United  States  vs.  Margai-e(  Collins. 
Stealing  fi-om  the  United  States  mails.  Witnesses  sworn  before  the 
grand  jury  :  E.  S.  Harris.  Johnze  Dicus,  A.  McClelland,  I).  H.  Phillips, 
William  Ebei't,  John  P.  Sturgis,  Henry  H.  Beeson,  Abraham  Alexan- 
der and  Dr.  Howard  Kennedy. 

Same  vs.  Same.  Charged  with  receiving  a  $')<•<)  Treasuiy  note, 
stolen  from  the  mail,  k'uowing  the  same  to  have  been  stolen. 

November  17.  Ilecognizance  of  William  Purnell  and  his  sureties 
called  and  forfeited,  and  the  witnesses  in  this  case  dischai'ged  from 
theii-  recognizances.  The  grand  jury  came  in(oCoui-t  and  ])rcsented 
(i-ue  hills  of  indictment  against  AFargaret  Collins. 

November  22.  Defendant  pleads  not  guilty.  Tried  and  jury 
could  not  agree,  and  wej'e  discharged.  Margai'et  Collins  was  Bi-addee's 
mother-in-law.  I'ui'nell  and  Corman  were  ])ai'<loned  by  (he  Pi'esident 
before  trial. 

Thus  ended  the  great  Braddee  trial;  an  att'air  that  caused  moi-e 
excitement  than  any  local  event  that  evei-  interes(ed  llio  ]ieo]iU'  of 
Uniontown.  'i'he  actors  are  all  dead.  Judges  Baldwin  and  Irwin, 
who  heai'd  the  cause,  are  both  dead.  All  (he  lawyers  who  wei'c  con- 
cerned are  dead;  some  of  (he  wiinesses  are  s(ill  living.  The  bonds- 
men are  all  dead.  I'l-addee  died  in  (lie  ]ieni(i'n(iai"y  abou(  ten  years 
af(er  his  incai"cei'a(  ion.  .Many  persons  bi'lie\e  (hal  he  did  ii<i(  die  in 
(he  penitentiary,  but  in  some  manner  escaped  therefrom.  J'hei'e  can 
be  no  doubt,  however,  (hat  he  died  in  the  jieiiiientiary. 


CHAPTER  XLVII, 


John  Qii.'mcy  Adams  rls'its  Uniontovm  —  He  is  Welcomed  by  Dr.  Hugh  Camjibell  — 
TJie  JVatioiifd  Road  a  Monument  of  a  Past  Age  —  A  Comparison  Betircen  the 
National  Road  and  the  Appian  Way. 

"  We  hear  no  more  of  the  clanging  hoof, 

And  the  stage  coach,  rattling  by; 
For  the  steam  king  rules  the  traveled  world, 
And  the  old  pike's  left  to  die." 

The  foregoing  lines  were  written  by  one  who  mourned  the  depart- 
ing glories  of  the  old  road.  When  they  were  written  the  steam  car 
had  taken  the  place  of  the  four-horse  coach,  and  the  writer  was  giving 
vent  to  his  grief  over  the  change.  Steam  has  since  encountered  a 
formidable  competitor  in  the  shape  of  electricity',  and  the  time  is 
coming  when  the  steam  car  will  follow  in  the  wake  of  the  old  stage 
coach.  Progress  is  the  inspiring  watchword  of  the  hour,  and  while 
there  may  be  nothing  new  under  the  sun.  old  things  are  certainly 
presented  in  a  new  light,  and  old  agencies  applied  to  new  work. 

Xo  sound  greets  the  ear  of  the  pike  boy  now.  like  the  clink  of 
other  days.  The  giorj'of  the  old  road  has  departed,  btit  the  memory 
of  its  better  days  fades  not  awa}'.  The  old  tavern  has  gone  with  all 
the  rest.  The  incidents  and  anecdotes,  accidents  and  episodes  of  the 
road  have  all  passed  to  the  domain  of  history. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1837,  John  Quincy  Adams  visited  Union- 
town,  on  his  return  from  Cincinnati,  where  he  had  gone  to  partici- 
pate in  the  inauguration  of  the  observatory  on  Mount  Adams,  near 
that  city.  Dr.  Hugh  Campbell  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  address 
of  welcome  to  Mr.  Adams  on  his  arrival  at  Uniontown.  The  follow- 
ing opening  sentences  are  quoted  from  Dr.  Campbell's  address: 

•■Venerable  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  being  the  organ  of  this 
community  to  express  for  them  and  myself  our  hearty  welcome  of 
you  among  us.  You  see  here,  sir,  an  assembly  of  people  of  every 
political  faith,  come  together  spontaneously  as  one  man  to  express 
their  respect  and  veneration  for  one  who  has  tilled  so  large  and  dis- 
tinguished, and  I  may  add.  beneficial  space  in  the  history  and  coun- 
cils of  this  nation.  We  stand  here,  sir.  upon  the  Cimuerland  Poad. 
which  has,  to  some  extent,  broken  down  the  great  wall  of  the  Appal- 
lachian  mountains,  which  served  to  form  so  natural  al)arricr  between 
what  might  have  been  two  great  rival  nations.  This  road  constitutes 
we  trust,  an  indissoluble  chain  of  Union,  connecting  forever  as  one, 
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the  Kast  and  the  Woi^t.  As  a  peojilr  (lii'cclly  intcrt'strd  in  this  givat 
national  work,  wi'  aiv  glad  to  have  the  o])poil  nnil  y  of  expressing  our 
ackno\vle(li;-nients  to  _you  in  ))er.son.  It  is  a  part  ol"  tliat  g-reat  sys- 
tem which  has  always  received  your  su})j)ort.  iviiown  as  tiie  American 
S^'stem,  the  happy  influence  of  M'liich  you  have  recently  had  the 
])leasure  of  wituessing  in  the  ra])id  and  extraordinary  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  West.'" 

Dr.  Campbell  proceeded  at  some  length  in  a  well  conceived  and 
happily  expressed  address,  and  concluded  as  follows: 

••Again,  sir,  I  bid  j^ou  welcome  to  the  hosjtitalities  of  our  town, 
and  may  the  God  of  all  grace  prolong  your  existence,  and  tinally  re- 
ceive 3'OU  to  himself."" 

It  is  noteworthy,  because  out  of  the  oi'dinary  line,  that  two  oi 
the  ablest  debaters  and  most  popular  public  speakers  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  fifty  years  ago,  were  ]ihysicians  —  Dr.  F.  J.  Lemoyne, 
of  Washington,  and  Dr.  Hugh  Campbell,  of  X''^niontown,  the  tirst 
named  an  Abolitionist  and  the  other  a  Whig.  Those  who  have  heard 
them  on  the  stump  aver  that  they  never  heard  better  speakers.  They 
were  both  highly  educated,  masters  of  logic,  forceful  in  delivery,  and 
in  the  modern  phrase,  ''clean  cut'"  in  all  their  utterances. 

In  the  latest  map  of  Fayette  county.  Pennsylvania,  ibci-e  is  a 
sketch  of  the  National  Road,  written  by  the  late  Hon.  Tames  \'ee<di. 
in  which  that  al)le  man  said  : 

"It  is  a  monument  of  a  past  age;  but  like  all  other  iiionunieiits. 
it  is  interesting,  as  well  as  venerable.  It  cai-ricd  (boiisands  of  jiop- 
ulation  and  millions  of  wealth  inio  llu'  West:  and  more  than  any 
other  material  structure  in  the  land,  served  to  hannonize  and 
strengthen,  if  not  to  save,  the  Union.  " 

Thei'e  was  a  ])o])ular  I;)elief.  in  the  olden  time,  that  the  Xali<inal 
Road  was  a  bond  of  union  between  the  States,  and  that  it  serve<l  to 
harmonize  and  bi'ing  together  on  friendly  terms,  people  of  remote 
sections,  and  of  different  pui-suits.  This  will  be  seen  by  the  (piotecl 
remarks  of  Dr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Yeecdi.  The  gent'i-ation  ot  today 
regards  the  affection  of  the  old  ])ike  boy  foi-  the  old  road,  as  a  mere 
memory,  tlu^  recollection  of  the  aninuited  scenes  of  trade  and  trans- 
portation on  the  old  highway.  It  is  something  more.  The  old  pike 
boy  sincerely  and  truly  believes  that  the  old  ])ike  was  a  bond  oi 
union,  that  for  years  it  ke]it  the  y)eace  bet  ween  discordant  interests, 
and  ])rolonged  the  evil  day  when  the  outbreak  of  disunion  came. 

The  Appian  Way  was  a  great  i-oad.  and  is  investeil  with  ninch 
classic  and  historic  interest,  but,  unlike  the  National  Road,  it  di<l  not 
yield  its  ])lace  to  greater  lines  of  ])rogress  ami  im])rovenient .  The 
Aj)pian  Wa}'  was  designed  to  gratify  the  ])omp  and  vanity  of  consnis 
and  pro-consuls,  kings  and  ])rinces,  emperors  and  empii-es.  The  Na- 
tional Iioad  was  designed  to  meet  the  wants  of  a  iVee  and  ])i'ogi'es- 
sive  people,  and  to  aid  in  building  up  and  sti-engt luMiiiig  a  gi'eat  and 
growing  re])ublic.  The  A])|)ian  Way  bad  more  \itality  than  thegov- 
ernnient   that  built   it.       It  oullive(l  its  conni  I'W       The  National    Road 
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served  its  purpose  "'randly,  was  a  complete  success,  the  pride  and 
glory  of  its  day  and  generation,  and  Avhen  it  lost  its  place  as  a  national 
thoroughtare.  the  government  that  made  it  was  all  the  stronger  be- 
cause it  had  been  made.  The  average  width  of  the  Appian  Way  was 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  feet,  so  as  to  admit  of  two  carriages  passing- 
each  other,  and  the  expense  of  constructing  the  first  section  of  it  was 
so  great  that  it  exhausted  the  public  trcasur}'  of  Rome.  The  National 
Eoad  was  sixty  feet  wide,  and  eight  carriages  could  pass  each  other 
within  its  borders,  while  the  cost  of  its  construction,  although  a  verj- 
large  sum  of  money,  made  so  light  a  draught  upon  the  resources  of 
the  public  treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  comparison  with  subse- 
quent appropriations  for  other  objects,  as  to  be  scarcely  worthy  of  ob- 
servation. The  Appian  Way  derived  its  name  from  Appius,  who  was 
consul  of  Itome  at  the  time  of  the  undertaking.  Its  initial  southern 
terminus  was  Capua,  distant  from  Rome  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  miles,  very  nearly  the  same  as  the  distance  from  Cumberland  to 
Wheeling.  It  was  subsequently  constructed  as  far  as  Beneventum,  and 
ultimatel}'  to  Brundisium,a  seaport  town  of  the  Adriatic,  distant  from 
Rome  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  miles.  We  are  informed  hy 
Anthon,  an  ancient  classic  author  of  high  renown,  that  the  city  of 
Beneventum  derived  great  importance  from  its  position  on  the  Ap- 
pian Way,  and  the  same  can  lie  truthfully  said  of  the  towns  and 
cities  which  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  located  on  the  National  Road. 

Paul  the  apostle  traveled  over  a  portion  of  the  Appian  Way  on 
his  journey  from  Jerusalem  to  Rome  to  carry  up  his  appeal  from 
Agrippa  to  Caesar.  He  intersected  the  A])})ian  Way  at  Puteoli,  where 
he  remained  seven  days,  and  his  brethren  having  learned  that  he  had 
reached  that  point,  came  to  meet  him  as  far  as  Appii  Forum  and  the 
Three  Taverns.  The  Appii  Forum  was  a  station,  and  the  Three 
Taverns  a  house  for  the  entertainment  of  strangers  and  travelers  on 
the  Appian  Way.  The  latter  may  have  been  three  distinct  houses 
moulded  into  one,  as  is  sometimes  done,  or  a  cluster  of  taverns  con- 
sisting of  three.  That  they  were  taverns,  or  a  tavern,  is  unquestion- 
able. There  was  an  old  tavern  on  the  Mountain  division  of  the  Na- 
tional Road,  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  called  the  Three 
Cabins.  The  cabins  were  put  up  for  boarding  and  lodging  workmen 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  road,  ami  when  the  work  was 
finished,  united  and  made  one.  This  grotesque  old  tavern  enjoj'ed  a 
large  patronage,  and  was  a  source  of  no  little  profit  to  its  old-fash- 
ioned proprietor. 

Horace,  as  before  intimated,  was  an  occasional  traveler  on  the  A])- 
])ian  Waj',  not  infrequently  accompanied  by  Virgil,  and  apparently 
with  no  other  object  than  the  mere  ])leasure  afforded  by  the  jaiinl. 
These  illustrious  authors  of  classic  verse  were,  it  is  said,  given  lo 
convivial  habits,  and  we  have  the  word  of  Horace  himself  that  the 
wine  on  the  A])])iau  Way  was  "thick."  From  some  other  things  said 
l)y  Horace,  it  is  very  evident  that  llu'  taverns  of  the  Ai)pian  Way 
were  inferior  lo  those  of  the  National  lioad.      As  an  instance,  he  saNs 
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that  "the  bustling  landlord  of  the  inn  at  Beneventuin  almost  l)urned 
himself  in  roasting  some  loan  thrushes/'  Lean  thrushes  ne%v?r  en- 
tered the  well  stored  larders  of  the  old  taverns  of  the  National  Road. 
Fatness  was  the  leailing  feature  of  flesh  and  fowl  and  bird  of  every 
kind  that  passed  inspeetion  of  the  old-time  landlord  of  our  Xatioiuil 
highwa}',  and  fatness  distinguished  all  the  surroundings  of  his  over- 
flowing hostelry.  Xor  was  it  the  habit  of  our  old  tavei'ii  kee])ers  to 
do  the  cooking  and  roasting  of  their  establishments.  All  that  per- 
tained to  the  dominion  of  the  landlady,  who,  as  a  rule,  Avas  tidy  and 
robust,  and  felt  a  just  jiride  in  her  calling.  Horace  also  complained 
that  at  an  inn  at  Canusium.  on  the  Appian  "NVaN-.  be  Avas  served  with 
•gritt}'  bread."'  Shades  of  John  N.  i>agg.  Joseph  JIallam.  J)aniL'l 
Brown,  Charles  Miller,  James  \yorkman,  Alfred  McClelland.  Joshua 
^[ai-sh  and  Boss  Eush,  defend  us  forever  against  the  thought  of  gritt}' 
bread!  Horace,  in  further  deprecation  of  some  things  on  the  Apjiian 
Way.  mentions  a  little  town  Avhere  -'water  is  sold,  though  the  worst 
in  the  world."  Generosity  was  a  leading  trait  of  the  old  tavern 
keepers  of  the  Xational  Road.  There  was  an  inexhaustible  su])pl3- 
of  water  along  its  line,  the  best  and  ]>urest  in  the  Avorld.  and  no  man 
ever  heard  of  a  cup  of  it  being  sold  for  a  price.  One  of  the  mo.st  at- 
tractive features  of  the  Xational  Road  was  the  big  water-trough  that 
stood  by  the  side  of  every  tavern,  filled  Avith  fresh,  sparkling  water, 
and  absoluteh'  free  to  all  comers  and  a'oei's. 


H 
I 
m 

ro 
o 

t 

> 

H 
m 

3J 

I 

H 

o 

c 
o 

X 


> 

c 

m 


APPENDIX. 


A  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  relating  to  the  Cumberland  Eoad 
—  Unexpended  Balances  7.n  Indiana — Accounts  of  Tico  Old  Com- 
missioners—  Bates  of  Toll — Betters  of  Albert  Gallatin,  Ebenezer 
Finley  and  Thomas  A.  Wiley — Curiosities  of  the  old  Postal  Service. 


1807.  Act  of  April  0th  gives  the  State's  consent  to  the  making  of 
the  road  within  its  limits,  provided  the  route  be  changed  to 
])ass  through  Uniontown  and  Washington;  also  gives  the 
United  States  autliorities  full  power  to  enter  upon  lands,  dig, 
cut  and  cany  away  materials,  etc.,  for  the  purpose  of  complet- 
ing and  forever  keeping  in  repair  said  road.  Pamphlet  Laws, 
page  185. 

1828.  Februar}-  7th.  Joint  resolution  authorizes  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  erect  toll  gates,  enforce  the  collection  of 
tolls,  and  to  do  and  perform  every  other  act  and  thing  which 
ma}'  be  deemed  necessary  to  insure  the  permanent  repair  and 
preservation  of  the  road.  Andrew  Shultz,  Governor,  IS'err 
Middleswarth.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  Daniel 
Sturgeon,  Speaker  of  the  Senate.      Pamphlet  laws,  page  500. 

1831.  Act  of  April  11th.  Preamble:  -'Whereas,  that  part  of  the 
Cumberland  Eoad  lying  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is 
in  many  parts  in  bad  condition  for  want  of  repairs,  and  as 
doubts  have  been  entertained  whether  the  United  States  have 
authority  to  erect  toll  gates  on  said  road  and  collect  toll,  and 
as  a  lai'ge  proportion  of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth  are 
interested  in  said  I'oad,  its  constant  continuance  and  pres- 
ervation, therefore,  etc."  The  act  then  goes  on  and  author- 
izes the  erection  of  at  least  six  gates,  designates  classes  and 
persons  exempt  from  toll,  provides  for  the  erection  of  directors 
(boards  ordering  teams,  etc.,  to  pass  to  the  right),  estaldishes 
rates  of  tolls,  regulates  the  numner  of  collecting  the  same,  etc. 
Pamphlet  Laws,  page  419.  For  a  judicial  construction  of  this 
act,  see  case  of  Hopkins  vs.  Stockton,  2  AVatts  and  Sargeant, 
page  163. 
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1835.  Act  III'  April  Isl  riMjuires  suiioi'visoi's  of  liii;li\vays  to  make 
ytaved  vaP.rysor  stone  culvorts  whore  other  roads  intersect  the 
('uinl)erhind  Iioad  and  I liis  act  also  signifies  the  State's  accep- 
tance of  the  roatl  lrt)ni  ilie  General  Govcrnnienl.  Panijddel 
Laws,  page  102. 

lS3ti.  Act  of  June  13lh  j»r(.)vides  lor  })aynient  of  half  toll  by  jtersons 
carrying  tlie  United  .States  mail,  and  fixes  penalties  for  attemjtts 
to  defraud  the  State  of  toll.  Pamphlet  Laws,  page  534.  This 
act  declared  inoperative  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  I'nited 
States,  in  so  far  as  it  levies  toll  on  mail  coaches. 

1837.  Act  of  April  4th  exempts  persons  hauling  coal  for  home  con- 
sumption from  payment  of  tolls.     Pamphlet  Laws,  page  353. 

1839.  Act  of  February  5th  in  form  of  a  joint  resolution- requires 
Commissioners  to  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $6,000.  Pamphlet 
Laws,  page  637.     Changed  by  subsequent  acts. 

1839.  Act  of  June  17th,  in  form  of  a  joint  resolution,  fixes  the  com- 
pensation of  Commissioners  at  $'6  per  diem,  not  to  exceed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  days  in  any  one  year.  Pamphlet  Law^s, 
page  679.     Changed  by  subsequent  acts. 

1840.  Act  of  March  24th  authorizes  the  appointment  of  one  Com- 
missioner by  the  Governor  for  a  term  of  three  years,  at  a 
compensation  of  $3.00  per  diem,  requiring  him  to  give  bond 
in  the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  keep  an  account  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditui-es,  and  publish  the  same;  and  further  provides  for 
auditors  to  adjust  accounts.  Pamphlet  Law\s,  page  207. 
Partially  repealed  by  subsequent  acts. 

1843.  Act  of  April  5th  authorizes  Commissioners  to  stop  mail  coaches 
to  enforce  payment  of  tolls.  Pamphlet  Laws,  page  104.  This 
act  hold  to  be  void  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  supplied  by  act  of  April  14th,  1845,  j906fea. 

1845.    Act  of  April  14th  (Omnibus  Bill). 

'•Preamble:  Whereas,  it  has  lately  been  decided  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  that  the  acts  of  assembly 
of  this  Commonwealth,  relating  to  the  collection  of  tolls  on 
that  part  of  the  Cumberland  Road  which  is  within  this  State, 
passed  June  13th,  1830,  and  A])ril  5th,  1843,  do  not  authorize 
the  collection  of  an}'  amount  of  tolls  whatevci'  for  the  passage 
upon  said  road  of  any  stage,  coach,  or  other  vehicle  carrying 
])assengers  with  their  baggage  and  goods,  if  such  stage,  coach, 
or  other  vehicle,  is  at  the  same  time  cariying  any  of  the  mails 
or  property  of  the  United  States;  and  whereas,  the  said  court 
sanctions  the  power  of  Pennsylvania  to  provide  for  the  repairs 
of  said  road  by  a  general  assessment  of  tolls  u])on  jtersons 
traveling  thereon,  which  it  is  deemed  just  and  right  should 
be  paid;  and  whereas,  also,  it  is  found  to  be  impracticable  to 


THE    OLD    riKE.  350 

keep  said  road  in  good  i-e])air  and  out  of  debt  by  tbe  tolls  col- 
lectable under  tbe  existing  laws  oftbis  Coninionwealtb,  as  in- 
terpreted by  said  Court,  therefore,"  &c.  This  act  then  goes 
on  and  in  section  12  imposes  a  toll  of  not  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  fifteen  cents,  as  shall  be  fixed  and  determined  by 
the  Commissioner,  upon  every  person  riding  or  traveling  in 
any  vehicle  carrying  the  United  States  mails,  for  every  four- 
teen miles  over  which  such  person  shall  have  been  a  passenger 
or  traveler,  and  in  proportion  for  shorter  distances,  provided 
that  no  toll  shall  be  demanded  from  any  guard  to  the  mails, 
agent  of  the  postoffice,  bearer  of  dispatches  for  the  General  or 
State  Grovornment,  nor  any  naval  or  military  officer  of  the 
United  States  or  this  State,  traveling  in  the  discharge  of  official 
duty.  Section  13  provides  the  manner  of  collecting  tolls  un- 
der this  act.  Section  14  imposes  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  on 
any  driver  who  neglects  to  report  at  every  gate  the  number 
of  passengers  in  his  carriage  or  coach.  Section  15  provides 
that  in  case  of  refusal  of  passengers  to  -piiy  or  neglect  of 
drivers  to  report,  collectors  shall  charge  in  a  book  all  unpaid 
tolls  and  sue  for  the  same.  Section  16  provides  that  in  ever}' 
case  where  a  collector  may  bo  unable  from  omission  or  neglect 
of  drivers  or  passengers  to  ascertain  the  number  of  passengers 
liable  to  toll  under  this  act,  he  may  charge  and  recover  for  so 
many  as  the  carriage  shall  be  capable  of  carrying.  Section  17 
provides  a  penalty  of  twent}'  dollars  for  every  fraudulent  at- 
tempt to  evade  the  payment  of  toll  imposed  by  this  act. 
Pamphlet  Laws,  pages  430-1 .  This  act  is  still  in  force,  though 
mail  coaches  (rather  hacks)  have  been  carrying  passengers  and 
freights  for  many  years  without  paying  toll. 

1847.  Act  of  March  16th  authorizes  the  Governor  to  appoint  a 
Commissioner  on  each  side  of  the  Monongahela  river,  at  a 
salary  of  $350  each.  Pamphlet  Laws,  page  477.  Subsequently 
repealed. 

1848.  Act  of  April  8th  jn-ovides  for  the  appointment  of  trustees  by 
the  courts  of  Somerset,  Fayette  and  Washington  counties 
(one  in  each),  said  trustees  to  appoint  one  or  more  Commis- 
sioners.    Pamphlet  Laws,  page  523.     Eepealed. 

1850.  Act  of  May  3d  authoi-izes  the  Commissioner  and  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  to  determine  what  travel  and  lrans])orta- 
tion  shall  be  in  part  or  in  whole  exempt  from  toll;  also  author- 
izes the  imposition  of  toll  u])on  persons  using  the  road  who  do 
not  pass  through  the  gates  tbereon,  and  prescribes  the  manner 
of  collecting  the  same;  also  autbori/A's  the  Commissioner  to 
change  the  location  of  gates,  and  to  sell  and  convey  toll  bouses 
and  grounds,  and  to  purchase  sites.  Pamphlet  Laws.  ])age 
682.     This  act  remains  in  force. 
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1856.  Art  ol  April  22.  autliori/A's  tlio  ("oiii'ls  of  Fayelte  and  Wash- 
iiii;"toii  i-ouiitics  to  apjjoiiit  .><uj)oriiitciideiit.s.  i'ain])hlot  J^aws, 
page  523.  Prior  to  the  date  of  this  act,  the  oflScer  in  charge 
of  the  road  was  invariably  called  Commissioner.  This  act 
rc]>oaled  as  to  that  portion  of  the  road  east  of  the  Mononga- 
heia  hy  Act  of  May  1,  18til.     Postea. 

18()1.  Act  of  Ma}'  1,  authorizes  the  Grovcrnor  to  appoint  one  ])ei'Son 
as  Superintendent  for  so  imicli  of  the  road  as  lies  within  tlu' 
counties  of  Fayette  and  Somerset,  and  repeals  ]iai-t  of  the  act 
of  A]-)i'iI  22,  185l>,  .'niprd.     Pamphlet  Laws,  page  (J78. 

1864.  Act  of  April  13th,  requires  Superintendents  to  appropriate 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  tolls  to  the  payment  of  old  debts.  Pam- 
phlet Laws,  page  408.     Eepealed. 

1865.  Act  of  March  21,  repeals  so  much  of  the  act  of  Api-il  13th. 
1864,  supra,  as  requires  Su])erintendents  to  a]t])ly  fifty  per 
cent,  of  tolls  to  the  payment  of  old  debts,  and  provides  tluit 
hniKi  fide  holders  of  certificates  of  indebtedness  for  repairs 
shall  be  allowed  credit  for  tolls  on  their  certificates.  Pamphlet 
Laws,  page  474. 

1865.  Act  of  JSTovember  27th.  provides  for  the  adjudication  and  ]ydy- 
ment  of  certain  claims  against  the  road.  Appendix  to  Pam- 
phlet Laws  of  1866,  page"l,226. 

1867.  Act  of  January  7th,  repeals  outright  in  toto  the  act  of  A])ril 
13th,  1864,  supra.     Pamphlet  Laws,  page  1,543. 

1868.  Act  of  March  20th,  authorizes  and  requires  the  Superintendent 
to  repair  the  road,  and  keep  it  in  repair,  where  it  passes 
through  any  town  or  borough  forming  a  street  thereof  in  the 
county  of  Fayette.     Pamphlet  Laws,  page  444.     In  force. 

1877.  Act  of  Ajsril  4th,  authorizes  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  Com- 
missioner for  that  portion  of  the  road  l3'ing  between  the  Mon- 
ongahela  river  and  the  line  of  the  State  of  West  Vii-ginia  for 
a  term  of  three  years  from  the  termination  of  the  term  of  in- 
cumbent, at  a  salary  of  $3.00  per  diem,  not  to  exceed  $300 
per  annum,  to  account  under  oath  to  the  auditors  of  Washing- 
ton county.     Pamphlet  Laws,  page  53. 

1893.  Act  of  June  2d,  apj)ropriates  $1,500  to  re])aii'  the  gi'eat  stone 
bridge  at  the  Big  Crossings.     Pamphlet  Laws,  page  213. 

The  following  communications  and  statements  show  the  unex- 
pended balances  in  1834  of  a])]U'()]iriations  made  by  Congress  in  ]ire- 
ceding  years,  for  constructing  the  I'oad  through  the  Slate  of  Indiana : 

Washington,  Jan.  20ih,  1835. 
Sir :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  i'e])ort  iVom  the 
Chief  Engineer  respecting  the  unex])ended  Italance  of  the  appi'opria- 
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tion  for  the  Cumberland  Eoad  in  Indiana,  in  answer  to  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Eeprcsentatives,  of  the  17th  instant. 
Very  respectfullj^,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

MAHLON  DICKEESON, 

Acting  Secretar}-  of  War. 
To  Hon.  John  Bell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 

Engineer  Department,  Jan.  19th,  1835. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  —  In  obedience  to  the  resohition  of  tlie  House  of  Eepresen- 
tatives of  the  17tli  instant,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  hand  3'ou  the  en- 
closed statement,  explaining  the  ditference  in  the  amount  of  unex- 
]:)ended  appropriations  on  account  of  the  National  Eoad,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  and  furnishing  the  information  called  for  therein.  I  beg 
leave  to  remark  that  it  is  often  necessary  to  close  the  annual  state- 
ment of  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Engineer  Department  before 
the  returns,  &c.,  from  all  the  work  are  received.  The  Department, 
therefore,  can  only  act  on  the  information  before  it.  This  was  the 
case  in  the  present  instance,  as  well  as  some  others  included  in  the 
same  statement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  GEATIOT,  Chief  Engineer. 


In  the  tabular  statement  of  the  fiscal  operations,  under  tne  En- 
gineer De])artment  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  September, 
183-1,  the  unexpended  Ijalance  of  former  appropriations  is  thus  stated, 
relating  to  the  Cumberland  Eoad  in  Indiana: 

Amount  undrawn  from  the  Treasury,  30th  of  September ,$160,882  00 

Amount  in  the  hands  of  agents,  30th  of  September 17,631  09 

Total $178,513  09 

Wliich  amount  was  ascertained  from  the  statement  of 

balances  from  the  Treasury,  on  the  30th  of  Sept $160,882  00 

And  an  acknowledged  balanci'  in  the  hands  of 

Captain  <  )gden,  on  30th  of  September $1,925  79 

And  from  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Milroy, 
which  had  been  rendered  only  to 
the  first  (juarter  of  1834,  incki- 
sive,  which  showed  a  ])alance  in 
his  hands,  after  deducting $7,218  38 

Paid  over  to  Capt.Ogden,  credited  in  liis  account 

current  for  tlie  3d  (juarter  of  J831,  of $15,705  30 

$17,631  09 


$178,513  09 
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Since  I'lcparini:  tlio  annual  statcinciit  audits  1  ransniission  to  the 
War  I  >ci)ai-tniciit,  Mr.  Milioy  lias  ivn<it'r('(l  aci'nunts  fortlic'-M 
iluartiT,  and  part  of  tlie  3d  quarter  of  1834,  by  wiiich  lie  shows 
a  bahuux'  duv  liim  of S      1,1-17  SI) 

So  tliat,  liad  Mr.  Milroy's  accounts  been  received  to  the  time  of  pre- 
paring tlie  statement,  tlie  amount  in  the  hands  of  agents  wouhl 
have  been,  instead  of  $17,631  0!»,  only 777  !»0 

Which  added  to  the  amount  in  the  Treasury.on  the  1st  of  Oct.,  LS34.  .$U)0,882^00 

WouM  make  available  for  the  service  of  the  4th  quarter  of  lS34,and 

tile  year  1S35 ^l^l'^oG^QO 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  October,  1834,  was $100,882  00 

Since  which  there  has  been  drawn  and  remitted  to  the  Superinten- 
dent, as  follows: 

October  21,  1834,  to  Captain  Ogden !?  30,000  00 

November  25,  1834,  to  Captain  Otrden 1 7,ry20  00 

January  10,  1835,  to  Captain  Ogden 30,000  00 

$  77,320  00 


Remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  19th  of  January,  1835 $  8:), 502  00 

The  following  accounts  of  two  of  the  old  Commissioners  are  in- 
teresting as  showing  the  amount  of  tolls  received  and  disbursements 
made  for  repairs  and  maintenance  at  the  dates  coveretl,  and  disclos- 
ing the  once  familiar  names  of  many  who  had  contracts  and  were 
otherwise  employed  on  the  road  : 

ACCOUNT  OF  WILLIAM  HOPKINS, 

Cu)itin'uisiouer  of  Ulc  Cumberland  Road  in  l'cii)w>jlca)iia,J'roin  Kor.  10//*,  1840,  loNor. 

lOih,  1841. 

EASTERN  DIVISION,  EMBRACED  IN  FAYETTE  AND   SOMERSET  COUNTIES,  VIZI 

I)U. 

To  cash  received  from  the  National  Road  Stage  Co $2,378  12 

"      Holt  &  Maltby,  supposed 113  94 

' at  Gate  No.  1,  Wm.  Condon,  collector..    .   1,758  87 

'■     "  '■         '■  GateNo.  2,  Hiram  Seaton,         "       ....1,948  24 

"  Gate  No.  3,  Wm.  D.  Beggs,         "       ....      769  27 

Gate  No.  3,  .Tas.  Reynold,  "       ....1.125  29 

"     "  "        a  fine  collected  bv  Will.  Bradlev 5  00 

■■  ■•  ■■    John  Tunsell 5  00 

Total  amount  received  from  Nov.  10,  islO,  to  Nov.  10, 

1841 $  8,103  73 

1!V    DISBURSEMENT.S,  VIZ.  Cu. 

Cash  paid  Thompson  McKean,  late  Superintendent $      50  00 

"     Henry  Woolery  in  full  for  work 15  02.1 

"     Thompson  McKean,  late  Superintendent 40  00 

Amount  carried  forward $    105  020 
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Amouni  hrouijld  fonrard $  105  62i 

Cash  paid  Jackson  Brown  in  full  for  work ....  20  75" 

"  George  Hensell          ditto              8  22 

"  Jesse  Sachett              ditto              90  00 

"  John  Smalley,  hauling  stone 34  20 

"  Peter  Leonard,  quarry  leave 8  63^ 

"  Elijah  Crabb,  work 197  95" 

"  Samuel  Dean 15  00 

"  George  Col  lev,  quarry  leave  100  00 

"  J.  &  W.  W.  VVoolerv,  work 342  40 

"  Hugh  Wilson,          '       "     2  50 

"  William  Jeftries,            "     83  37 

"  Isaac  Brownfield,            "     ..  59  85 

"  Thos.McKean,                 "     300  00 

"  John  Brownfield,             "     41  25 

"  John  Risler,                     "     3  90 

"  John  Dean,                       "     106  88 

"  James  Spears,                  "     23  25 

"  Isaac  Nixon,                     "     125  22 

"  Elias  Gilmore,                 "     168  20 

"  Ephraim  Conway,          "     20  00 

"  A.  McDowell,                   "     94  63=i 

"  McClean  &  Emberson,    "     28  92' 

"  C.  Rush,                           "     4  89 

"        '•  John  Deford,  quarry  leave 9  04 

"  Rich'd  Beeson,  costs,  Com.  vs.  Stockton 1183 

"  S.  D.  Skeen,  in  full  for  work 4  60 

"  Thomas  Prentice               "     6  00 

"  James  Amos,                      "     135  31 

"  Jno.  Hatzman,                   "     52  84 

"  William  Revnolds,           "     982  66 

"  Michael  S.  Miller,             " 38  37i 

"  James  Watkins,                "     2  20' 

"  Jos.  M.  Sterling,                ''     60  00 

"  Samuel  Rush,                    "     88189 

"  Hiram  Hanse,                    "     8  00 

'  Thomas  Brown,                "     324  60 

"  Upton  Shaw,                      "     314  37 

"  John  Bennington,             "     130  00 

"  William  C.  Stevens,          "     5  18^ 

"  Hugh  Graham,  work S300  00 

"            "        tollhouse 200  00  500  00 

•'  James  Snyder,  on  account  for  work 235  4U 

same                     in  full 28  06" 

"  Charles  Kemp,  jr.,       "      32  00 

"  I.&  R.  Hill,                  ■•      39  64 

"  Wm.  H.  Graham,         "      395  67i 

"  George  Colley,              "      80  80" 

"  James  J\Iarlow,             "      651  70 

"  John  Bradfield,  "      1,508  64 

"  John  M.  Clayl)augh,    "       107  63 

"  Henrv  G.  Brown,         "         24  69 

"  Joseph  Dillon,             "      49  64 

"  Charles  Rush,                "       23  85 

"  Sam'l  McReynolds,     "      29  33 

"  M.H.Jones,                 "      23  32 

"  Hiram  Haynev,            "      50  00 

"  Morris  Mauler              "      69  47.1 

■ '  Huston  Todd,  hauling  stone 20  OO" 

— $  8,722  41 


5  00 

1  50 
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Tlie  roi't'iioiiii;-  items  of  exiK-iulitures  were  coiitivu-ts  made  by 
Tli<»in[).s<)ii  MeKean,  Esq.,  lute  Commissioner,  ami  paid  on  liis  eer- 
titieate. 


Cash  paid  Adain  Speer,  for  work  on  road S 

"  William  I).  Beggs,  do         

same  do         

same  salary  for  keeping  Gate  No.  3. 

"  James  Kevnolds,  work  on  road 

"  E.  CrabK  do  

' '  Rush  &  IMcCollongh,      do  

■'  E.  II.  Showalter,  on  aecount  of  work  on  road.  . . 

"  N.  IJradlev, 

"  William  Milligan,     " 

"  A.  L.  Pentland,  Esq.,  costs,  Com.  v.  Stockton. . . 

"  Wilson  McCandless,  Esq.,  Prof,  services SO  OO 

same  "  "'       .... 

"  R.  P.  Flenniken,  Esq., 

"  John  Irons,  for  advertising 

"  Uj^ton  Shaw,  work  on  road 30  63^ 

"  Samuel  McReynolds,  work  on  road "  1  35 

'  ■  Samuel  Lazure,  "  "     35 

"  Robert  McDowell 20  00 

"  John  Bradfield 67  50 

"  WiUiam  Reynolds 373  00 

'■  John  L.  Dawson,  Esq 33  621 

' '  Nicholas  Bradley 58  75 

"  William  Condon,  Gate  No.  1,  salary 200  00 

' '  George  Farney,  for  work  on  road 2  62^ 

"  John  Nelson, "     "  "         "     1  •'iO 

"  Jas.  Reynolds,  Gate  No.  3,  salary 116  66 

' '  Hiram  Seaton,  Gate  No.  2,  salary 200  00  ^ 

"  3IcCollongh  &  Rush,  for  work  on  road 169  55' 

"  Robert  S.  Brown,  "  "       

"  Anthony  Yarnell,  "  "     

"  Sam'l  l)ean,  "  "     

"  Henry  Showalter,  "  "     

"  Jackson  Brown,  "  "     

"  John  II.  Deford,  Prof,  services 

' '  John  Risler,  for  stone 

Total  amount  of  exjienditures  on  Eastern  division. . . 
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To  cash  received  from  Good  Intent  Stage;  Co $4,216  25 

Moore  &  Henderson 512  16 

"      Wm.  R.  Cope 70  00 

at  Gate  No.  4,  Stepben  Piielps,  col 1,694  23 

■'      "      No.  5,  Wm.  Hill 1.773  36 

"      "      No.  6,  David  Guin<'a 1,56!)  44 

•■       "      No.  5,  in  Oct.,  ISIO,  umler  R.  (^uail 150  41 

"      '■      No.  G.  Sept.  and  Oct.,  1810,  R  (^uail 304  07 

a  line  collected  by  John  Freeman,  Es(i 5  00 

'J'otal  amount  received $10,325  52 


169  90.', 

150  00 

50  00 

137  50 

6)  00 

20  00 

6  40 

$10,847  981 
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i;y  disbursemefts  ox  western  divisiox,  viz: 

Cash  paid  Egan  &  Dickey,  in  full  for  work  on  road .81,387  00 

■•     John  McDonoiigh     "         "                ' 24922.^ 

"     John  Dickey,     "       "         "              "         50  62.1 

"     Henry  Murry,          "         "              "             889  04" 

same,          alleged  error  in  settlement 150  00 

"     ^lorris   Pursell,  in  full  for  work  on  road 215  87 

"     Bradley  &  Morgan,     "              "             ■■     234  27 

"     Daniel' Ward,              "              "             "       746  50 

"     Brown  &  Valentine,    "               "             "     287  00 

"     David  Guinea,  Gate  Xo.  (3,  salarv 133  18 

"     Wm.  Hill,  Gate  Xo.  o ' 66  72 

S  4  409  49 

The  above  item.s  of  expenditure  Avere  on  contracts  made  by  E. 
Quail,  late  Commissioner,  and  paid  on  liis  certificate. 

Cash  paid  T.  H.  Baird,  Esq.,  Prof,  services S  5  00 

"     I.  P.  ^Morgan,  digging  well 32  50 

"     Joel  Lamborn,  building  chimney 1100 

"     William  Craven,  smitii  work.. . .'. 15  80 

"     J.  T.  Rogen,  powder 5  50 

"     Amos  Griffith,  pump 40  50 

"     A.J.  Harry,  stove  pipe 2  96 

"     Eobert  Bradley,  in  full  work  at  well 60  12^ 

"     Gritfith  Taylor,  wheelbarrow 1  75' 

"     John  ^IcMath,  in  full  work  on  road   8  59 

"     John  Bausman,  printing 4  00 

"     Grayson  &  Kaine,     "        10  25 

'■     H.  Winten,  in  full  for  work  on  road 27  00 

"     Samuel  Adams,                 "             "     4  50 

"     James  P.  ^lorgan,            "             "     35  31 

'J.  Worrell,  on  account 7  30 

"         "         same,         in  full 2  75 

"     J.  McGuire,  on  account 57  70 

"     Jacob  Shatier,  stove  pipe 1  37 

"     Robert  Sprowl,  on  account  work  on  road 253  00 

"     Thomas  Egan,  in  full 253  68 

"     Henry  ^Murray,  stone 36  86 

"     Jacob  Stillwagon,  on  acct.  stone 227  00 

"     Anthony  Rentz,             "         "     59  84 

"     David  Andrews,  work 128  00 

"     Joseph  Miller,  in  full,  stone 62  50 

"     John  Huston,  work 43  00 

■ '     Joseph  T.  Rogers,  powder 5  50 

"     Isaac  Leet,  Prof,  services 10  00 

"     William  Watkins,  acct.  stone 15  00 

"     Stephen  Phelps,  Gate  Xo.  4,  salarv 200  00 

"     Robert  Bradley,  work  in  full ' 81 22  96 

same             "    on  account 8116  204  12 

•  •     William  Hill,  Gate  Xo.  5,  salarv 200  00 

"     David  Guinea,  Gate  Xo.  6,     ' '  " 200  00 

"     on  acct.  book  for  Superintendent 3  00 

"     counterfeit  money  received 11  00 

"     Superintendent,  for  his   services,  per  account 

filed,  309  days  at  S3.00  per  day 927  00 

"     Auditors,for  settling  and  statingthis  account, viz: 

H.  Langlev 82  00 

J.  K.  Wilson 5  00 

S.  Cunningham 5  00  12  00 

Total  expenditures  on  Western  division $7,594  09i 
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REt'Arrni.ATiox.  |)i:. 

'I'd  aiiiiiiiiit  received  on  the  Kasteni  Division $  8,103  73 

Til  anmniit  I'eceivet I  on  the  "Western    I)ivisi()n 10,335  52 

$18,429  25 

Ca. 
By  casli  jiaid  out  on  the  Eastern  Division, per  statement. $10,847  98] 

I'y  cash  paid  on  tlie  Western  Division.  ])er  statement.  .  .     7,594  09i 

$18,442  07!] 

r.ahince  (hie  "Wm.  IIoi)kins,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  on  tlie 

10th  Nov.,  1841 ■ $      12  82| 


'V\\v  undersigned,  auditoi's  appointed  hy  the  Court  of  (^)iuui()u 
Pletis  for  the  count}'  of  Waslnnglou,  Pcniisjdvania,  on  the  9(h  day  of 
November,  1841,  to  audit,  settle  autl  adjust  the  account  of  William 
Ho])kii)s.  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  Cuml)erland  IJoad,  having  carc- 
lully  examined  the  accounts  submitted  to  them  by  said  Commissioner 
(a  full  statement  of  which  is  herewith  presented),  and  having  com- 
])ared  the  vouchers  with  said  account,  tlo  find  that  the  said  William 
l[o]:)kins,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  has  expended  u])  to  the  lOth  day 
of  JSTovember,  1841,  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars  and  eighty-two  |  cents 
more  than  came  into  his  hands,  and  that  said  sum  of  twelve  (h)]hu-s 
and  eighty-two  f  cents  was  due  to  him  on  said  day. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereto  set  our  hands  and  seals 
the  22(1  day  of  January,  A.I).  1842. 

SAMUEL  CUNNmCIHAM.  (seal) 

JOHN  K.  WTLSOX,  (seal)  Aiulitors. 

HENEY  I.AXGLY,  (seal) 


w^ashington  county,  ss. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

1.  John  Grayson,  prothoiiotary  of  the  Coui-t  of  Common  IMeas 
for  said  county,  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas  i'oi-  the 
county  aforesaid,  held  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  Anno  Domini 
1841,  Samuel  Cunningham,  John  K.  Wilson  and  Kenrj'Langly  were 
a])])ointed  by  said  Court  auditors  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of 
William  lloj^kins,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  Cumlterland  iJoad.  as 
a])])eai's  of  record  in  our  said  Court. 

In  testiinoii}-  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  aitixed 
the  seal  of  said  Court,  the  22d  day  of  January.  1842. 

[seal]  JOHN  GPAYSON,  Pmi/,,/. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  WILLIA.AI  SP:ARIGHT, 

Comniiaxidnrr  of  llie  Cumberland  Road  in  Pnnn<i/lranla,froiJi  Ihc  l.s-^  of  Mat/,  184;!,  i(. 

the  'ilst  of  December,  1S44,  inchisire. 


TO    TOLLS    RECEIVED    OX    THE    EASTERN    DIVLSIOX,  VIZ : 


Dr. 


To  tolls  roceivpd  from  Thos.  Grier,  Gate  Xo.  1 S  4,4G6  24 

•      Ilobert  McDowell,  Gate  No.  2 4,102  70 

■■      James  Kevnolds,  Gate  No.  3 4,410  48 

■'      National  Road  Stage  Co 3,200  00 

"     "  ■ '  "      P]xpress  Co 254  00 

Total  amount  received  on  Eastern  Division $16,433  37 


From  David  :\[itcliel].  Gate  No  4 $  3,o09  32 

■     \Vm.  Hill,  '•     No.  5 3,843  87 

•     Wm.  McClearv,      "     No.  (i 4,105  81 

■  ■     Good  Intent  Stage  Co 8,447  30 

Cash  received  from  .John  S.Brady,  on  account  of  Quail's 

securities 769  44 


-$20,675  74 


Total  receipts $37,109  11 


Cr. 


Bv 


cash  paid  Thomas  Grier,  collector  at  Gate  No.  1. . . . 

•■  Kobt.  McDowell,     "  "       "     No.  2.... 

"  Jas.  Reynolds,         "  "       "     No.  3 

"  Dan'l  Kaine,  for  certifying  auditors 

"  D.  Kaine,  Wm.  P.  Wells. and  Joseph  Gadd. 

' '  William  Jefiries 

' '  Geo.  Craft,  costs 

' '  Thos.  and  Robert  Brown 

' '  AVm.  Hager .  .    

' '  Elias  Gilmore 

• '  George  Palmer 

' '  William  C.  Stevens  

' '  Peter  Kernej' 

' '  James  Dougan 

' '  Tliomas  Brownfield 

' '  Robert  S.  Henderson 

' '  John  Malone 

"  Sam'l  Shipley,  admr.  of  S.  Rush 

' '  AndreAV  Bryson 

' '  John  ^NlcCaJpin 

' '  Thomas  McCrrath 

' '  Samuel  Harrah 

' '  John  Bradfield 


E  333 

33 

333 

33 

333 

33 

1 

00 

12 

00 

65 

62 

0 

60 

330 

63 

3 

00 

2,737  40 

55. 

25 

16  80 

1 

50 

42 

77 

1,922 

98 

150 

00 

30 

62 

216 

r3 

3 

00 

1 

50 

485 

94 

4  87 

1,748 

82 

Amount  carried  forward $  8.842  32 
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Amoioit  hwiu/ht  fonmrd *  8,842  32 

Bv  casli  i>;ii(l  Kobort  McDowell 1,041  80 

■  •  Calvin  Perry 44  25 

Wilson  Fee 79  93 

■  Thomas  1).  .Miller 403  66 

•■  .lames  Dolan 92  25 

' '  Ui)ton  Shaw 65  75 

•■  Elijah  Crable 36  00 

■  •  Samuel  Shipley 833  38 

•  Matthew  McNeil 107  44 

■  •  Fall  e*c  Herbertson 24  58 

•■  James  White 8  80 

' '  Jackson  Brown 50 

"  J.  L.  Wylie  &  Co 144 

' '  Bvers  &  (iregij 35  00 

\Villiam  Reynolds 698  87 

' '  James  Marlow 65  15 

"  liudolph  Brinkman 82  12 

•  ■  William  Spaw 99  90 

••  Sebastian  Rush 92  75 

"  Jolm  McDowell 809  14 

"  Edward  (I.  Roddy 49  84 

"  Isaac  McLaughlin 5  25 

"  George  W.  Cass 70  00 

' '  John  Irons,  printing. 21  50 

"  Samuel  McDonald,  printing 10  00 

•  •  J.  &  G.  S.  Gideon 24  00 

"  James  Yeech,  professional  services 100  00 

"  R.  P.  Flenniken         "                "        100  00 

■'  Edward  Kerven 140  73 

■  ■  Thomas  Hougan 30  00 

' '  Thomas  Dougan 51  75 

•■  John  Powell 37  75 

' '  George  Parmertor 71  75 

"  Daniel  Cannon 329  75 

' '  Hugh  Graham 233  95 

"  Morris  Wlialen 118  28 

'  •  Nicliolas  Bradlev 91  78 

"  Perry  White  .. .' 116  06 

"  Simon  Deal 96  39 

••  William  McClean 73  23 

•■  James  Collins     27  37 

■  ■  James  Mc(  'artnev 82  08 

•■  .\nthonv  Yarnell' 192  65 

'■  Williani  Conard 1  25 

'•  Tiiomas McCoy 33  00 

"  James  Reynolds 9  47 

•  JolniM.  Clavbaugh 20  43 

•  •  Robert  .AfcDowell 300  44 

"  Gadd  ct  Henderson 2,531  50 

■ '  Francis  L.  Wilkinson 12  29 

'•  Kernev  &  Redfern 44  62 

•■  Matthias  Fry 442  67 

De])reciate(]  money  on  hand 10  00 

Jialauce  due  Commissioner  on  former  settlement 1,580  00 

Salary  of  Commissioner,  from  Mav  1st,  1S43,  to  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1844,  being  513  days  at  S3. 00  per  day 1 ,539  00 

Whole  amount  expended  on  Eastern  Division $22,066  53 
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BY  THE    KOI.LOWIXt.    SLMs    EXPEXDED    OX    THE    WEsTEItX    DIVIMOX. 

By  cash  paid  David  :\litchell,  collector  Gate  No.  4 S     333  33 

"     William  Hill,            "            "     No.  5 333  33 

"     Wm.  McCleary,         "             "     No.  G 333  33 

"     E.  L.  Blaine,  for  use  of  Patrick  ]i:gan 34  96 

"     J.  S.  Bradv,  on  account  of  Wm.  I'aull 41  84 

"     AVilliam  McClearv 7  00 

"     .Tame.- DenLson..". 213  90 

"     Henry  Masterson 307  87 

"     Hiram  Freeman 1,402  37 

"     Charles  Kern 136  72 

•■     Thomas  Eiran 263  32 

"     John  McCollough 956  58 

"     Robert  Sprowl 2,995  38 

"     Adam  Fishburn 1  50 

"     John  Robinson 303  07 

"     Josepli  Lawson 1,962  50 

"     Patrick  Egan 203  00 

"     John  Bradllev,  admr.  of  R.  Bradley 221  25 

"     Thomas  Haserty '. 87  95 

"     John  Huston..." 20  25 

■  George  Irvin 162  07 

••     WiUiam  Hill 2  81 

"     AVilliam  Paull 16100 

"     i^amuel  Rodgers 3  00 

■  Michael  ^lonahan 55  00 

"     Thomas  Finlev 36  25 

"     John  Currv..".    6  00 

"     Michael  Dousan 9  00 

"     McCollough  i*c  Gilmore 980  22 

"     Charles  Murphy 70  00 

"     Charles  Stilhvagon, 75  00 

"     Jacob  Stillwagoh 305  21 

"     Jacob  Daugherty 229  CO 

Anthony  Rentz.'. 534  25 

"     Bald^viu  Miller 3  75 

"     William  Pepper 13  41 

"     Henry  Murrv 170  66 

"     James  Thompson. 291  17 

"     James  Hurley 280  63 

"     J.  J.  Armstrong 58  12 

"     B.  Forester 25  00 

"     John  :Mitchell 62  71 

"     Mark  M.  Passmore 33  75 

"     Grayson  t*i  Kaine,  printing 17  00 

"     John  Bausman             "         15  00 

"     Richard  Biddle 60  00 

■  Michael  Price 21  00 

■•     William  Scott 15  00 

"     William  Hopkins 52  50 

"     E.  L.  Blaine,  costs 1101 

"     Thomas  Sprout 14  94 

"     John  Wheeler 62  87 

"     Robert  Patrick 45  95 

"     Cornelius  Dalv 37  85 

••     James  Mclntvre 226  50 

"     William  IIast"ings 125  62 

Ainuuiil  carried  fonrard §14,432  70 


Ce. 
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Ainninil  liriiiii/lil   funrdnl $14,432  70 

B\-  casli  paid  Jacob  Dixon 6  10 

••     :\Iichael  Bail 16  00 

"     Kevran  Tolberl 55  52 

■     Daviil  Hiitts 2  00 

■■     Jainos  liednian 160  00 

■'     John  (iaild l,5r)()53 

"             "     Tlioiuas  JIaj,'an 34  50 

"     James  Gainer IS")  56 

"     John  AVhitmiiv 150  00 

"     I'eter  Kerncv 51  50 

1  >riireciated  money  on  iiand 5  00 

Whole  aninnnt  expended  on  Western  Division $10,655  41 

Whole  amount  expended  on  Eastern  Division 22,066  53 

AVhole  amount  expended  on  both  divisions $38,721  94 

Balance  due  Commissioner,  December  31,  1844 $  1,612  83 

Fayette  County,  ss. 

We,  the  iindersiii'ned,  auditors  iqtpointed  by  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Fleas  of  Fayette  county  for  that  purpose,  having  examined  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  relating  to  the  recei])ts  aiul  ex])enditures  of 
"Wm.  Searight,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  the  Cumberland  Road,  from 
the  1st  day  of  May,  1843,  to  the  31st  of  December,  1844,  inclusive, 
have  found  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  same  to  be  correct  and 
ti-ue.  H.  CAMPBELL, 

JOHN  HUSTON, 
EICHAED  BEESON, 

Auditors. 

Note.  —  Gate  No.  1  was  located  at  the  east  end  of  Petersburir,  Gate  No.  2 
was  near  Mt.  Wasliington,  Gate  No.  o  was  near  Searights,  Gate  No.  4  was  near 
Beallsville,  Gate  No.  5  was  near  Washington,  and  Gate  No.  6  near  West 
Alexander. 

RATES  OF  TOLL. 

The  following  were  the  rates  of  toll  fixed  by  the  act  of  A]>ril 
11th,  1831,  which  were  subsequentl}",  however,  changed:  For  every 
score  of  sheep  or  hogs,  six  cents;  for  every  score  of  cattle,  twelve 
cents;  for  every  led  or  driven  horse,  three  cents;  for  every  horse  and 
rider,  four  cents;  for  every  sleigh  or  sled,  for  each  horse  or  pair  of 
o.xen  drawing  the  same,  three  cents;  for  every  dearborn,  sulky,  chair 
or  chaise,  with  one  horse,  six  cents;  for  every  chariot,  coach,  coachee, 
stage,  wagon,  phaeton,  chaise,  with  two  horses  and  four  wheels, twelve 
cents;  for  either  of  the  carriages  last  mentioned  with  four  hoi-ses,  eigh- 
teen cents;  for  every  other  carriage  of  pleasure,  under  whalever  name 
it  nuiy  go,  the  like  sum,  according  to  the  numbei-  of  wheels  and  horses 
draw'ing  the  same;  for  ever}'  cart  or  wagon  whose  wheels  shall  exceed 
two  and  one-half  inches  in  breadth,  and  not  exceeding  four  inches. 
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four  cents;  for  every  horse  or  pair  of  oxen  drawing  the  same,  and 
every  other  cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  four  inches,  and 
not  exceedintj;  five  inches  in  breadth,  three  cents;  for  every  horse  or 
pair  of  oxen  drawing  the  same,  and  for  everj-  other  cart  or  wagon 
whose  wheels  shall  exceed  six  inches,  and  not  more  than  eight  inches, 
two  cents;  for  every  horse  or  pair  of  oxen  drawing  the  same,  all 
other  carts  or  wagons  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  eight  inches  in 
breadth,  shall  pass  the  gates  free  of  tolls,  and  no  tolls  shall  be  col- 
lected from  any  person  or  persons  passing  or  repassing  from  one  part 
of  his  farm  to  another,  or  to  or  from  a  mill,  or  to  or  from  any  place 
of  public  worship,  funeral,  militia  training,  elections,  or  from  nnj 
student  or  child  going  to  or  from  any  school  or  seminary  of  learning, 
or  from  persons  and  witnesses  going  to  and  returning  from  courts, 
or  from  any  wagon  or  carriage  laden  with  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  canon  or  military  stores  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
or  to  any  State.  The  reader  will  note  that  the  exemptions  provided 
for  b}-  this  act  are  changed  by  force  of  the  act  of  May  3,  1850,  which 
authorized  the  commissioner  and  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  to  de- 
termine who  and  what  shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  toll.  A 
large  wide  Ijoard.  having  the  appearance  of  a  mock  window,  was 
firmly  fixed  in  the  walls  of  every  toll  house,  displaj^ing  in  plain  letters 
the  rates  above  given,  so  that  the  wayfarer  might  not  err  therein. 


MR.  G.U.LATIN  DEFINES  HIS  ATTITUDE  AS  TO  THE  LOCATION  OF 
THE  ROAD,  AND  GIVES  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  DAVID  SHRIVER, 
SUPERINTENDENT. 

When  the  road  was  authorized  to  be  constructed  by  Congress, 
Mr.  Gallatin  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  citizen  of  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania.  His  home  was  "Friendship  Hill,"'  in  Spring- 
hill  township,  near  New  Geneva,  about  fifteen  miles  south  of  Uni(jn- 
town,  afterward  the  home  of  Hon.  John  L.  Dawson.  It  was  intima- 
ted in  various  quarters  that  Mr.  Gallatin  Avas  desirous  of  having  the 
road  located  through  or  near  his  place,  and  that  he  used  his  official 
influence  to  further  his  desire  in  this  regard.  The  following  letter, 
however,  to  his  old  friend  David  Acheson,  of  Washington,  Pennsyl- 
vania, shows  that  the  intimations  mentioned  were  without  founda- 
tion : 

New  York,  Septenilier  1,  1808. 
Daa  11)  Acheson,  Esq.,  AVashington,  Pa. 

Bear  Sir:  On  receipt  of  your  letter  respecting  the  Western 
Road,  I  immediately  transmitted  it  to  the  President  at  Monticello. 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  he  had  jtreviousjy  directed  the  Com- 
missioners to  examine  both  routes  and  to  report  to  him.     It  seems, 


.->(  - 
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liowover.  that  it  had  not  thou  Ik'i'U  vol  duiio.  Hut  on  tlu'  (3th  ultimo 
he  wrote  to  theui  to  make  an  exauiination  of  the  hest  route  throuii-h 
Washington  to  Wheeling,  and  also  to  Short  Creek,  or  any  other  point 
on  the  river oflFe ring  a  more  advantageous  route  towards  Chillieotheand 
Cineinnati.  and  to  report  to  him  the  material  facts  with  tlieir  opinion 
foi'  eonsiderat ion. 

That  it  is  the  sineere  wish  of  the  rrcsident  to  obtain  all  the 
necessary  information  in  order  that  the  road  should  pursue  the  I'oute 
Avhich  will  be  of  the  greatest  pul»lic  utility  no  doul)t  can  exist.  So 
far  as  relates  to  myself,  after  having,  with  nuudi  dilfictdty,  obtained 
the  creation  of  a  fund  for  opening  a  great  western  road,  and  the  act 
])ointing  out  its  general  direction,  it  is  sufficient I3'  evident  tVom  the 
spot  on  the  Monongahela  which  the  road  strikes,  that  if  there  was 
any  subsequent  interference  on  my  \n\vi  it  was  not  of  a  selfish  nature, 
l^ut  the  fact  is  that  in  the  execution  of  the  law  1  thought  myself  an 
im|)ro]icr  ])ers()n,  from  the  situtUion  of  my  ])roi)erly.  to  take  the 
direction  which  would  naturally  have  been  placed  in  my  bands,  and 
requested  the  President  to  undertake  the  general  superintendence 
himself.  Accept  the  assurance  of  friendly  remembrance,  and  of  my 
sincere  Avishes  for  your  Avelfare  and  happiness. 

Your  obedt  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Treasury  Department,  March  IMh,  1813. 

>Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  the  plot  of  the  road  as  laid  by 
the  Commissioners  from  the  21st  mile  to  Uniontown. 

I  approve  of  haying  a  stone  bridge  across  Little  Y^jugbiogheny, 
and  the  measui'es  necessary  to  secure  masons  should  be  adoptetl,  but 
the  site  cannot  be  fixed  until  you  have  examined  whether  any  alter- 
ations in  the  course  be  practicable.  In  that  respect  I  l)eg  leave  to 
]-efer  3-0U  to  my  former  letters.  As  soon  as  your  examination  of  the 
ground  has  taken  place,  and  the  alterations  you  may  have  found 
practicable  shall  have  been  received  and  approved,  public  notice  may 
be  given  inviting  proposals  to  contract  for  comjtleling  the  road  as  fin- 
as  Big  Y'^ioughiogheny  river;  an  additional  appro])riation  of  §140.0UO 
having  been  tnade  by  Congress.  Y''ou  Avill  therefore  perceive  that  in 
every  point  of  view  3'our  examination  of  the  ground  is  the  first 
object  to  attend  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obt.  servant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

I).  Shriver,  jr.,  Cumberland,  Md. 

Treasury  Depart.ment,  April  17th,  1813. 
,SV/'.-      ^'our  letter  of  the  3<l  inst.  has  been   duly  ivceived.     The 
principal  object  in  finally  fixing  the  course  of  the  road  is  its  perma- 
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nency  and  durability  without  the  necessity  of  perpetual  and  expensive 
repairs.  To  select,  therefore,  the  best  ground  which  that  mountainous 
country  will  afford,  avoiding,  as  far  as  practicable,  cutting  along  the 
side  of  steep  and  long  hills,  always  exposed  to  be  washed  away,  ap- 
pears  to  be  one  of  first  importance.  The  other  considerations,  sub- 
ordinate to  the  selection  of  the  best  ground,  but  to  be  also  attended 
to,  are,  the  expense  of  making  the  road,  the  shortness  of  the  distance 
and  the  accommodation  (by  intersecting  lateral  roads)  of  important 
settlements  not  on  the  line  of  the  road. 

As  an  erroneous  location  would  be  an  irreparable  evil,  it  is  better 
that  the  contracts  for  the  ensuing  twenty  miles  should  be  delayed, 
than  to  mtike  them  before  you  have  had  time  to  take  a  complete  view 
of  the  ground.  Examine  it  well  before  you  decide  and  make  your 
first  report.  This  is  more  important  because  it  is  probal)le  that  I 
vv^ill  be  absent  when  that  report  is  made,  and  that  it  will  be  decisive, 
as  the  acting  secretary,  to  whom  the  subject  will  be  new  and  the  local- 
ities unknown,  cannot  have  time  to  investigate  it  critically,  and  will 
probably  adopt  it  on  your  responsibility.  If  a  decisive  advantage 
should  arise  from  an  alteration  in  the  last  sections  already  contracted 
for,  and  the  contractors  assent  to  it,  you  may,  in  your  report,  propose 
such  an  alteration.  You  are  authorized  for  the  purpose  of  facilitat- 
ing your  review  of  the  road,  without  neglecting  the  duties  of  general 
superintendence,  to  employ  John  8.  Shriver,  or  some  other  able  assis- 
tant, with  a  reasonable  compensation.  You  have  not  stated  what  this 
should  be,  but  it  is  presumed  that  3^ou  will  not,  in  that  respect,  ex- 
ceed what  is  necessary  for  obtaining  the  services  of  a  well  qualified 
person.  You  are  authorized  to  draw  for  a  further  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars;  whenever  this  is  nearly  exhausted  you  will  apply 
for  a  new  credit. 

With  respect  to  details,  they  are  left  at  your  discretion.  You  are 
sensible  of  the  great  confidence  placed  in  your  abilities  and  integrity, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  not  disappoint  our  expectations. 

With  perfect  consideration  and  sincere  wishes  for  your  welfare, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALBEET  GALLATIN. 


Treasury  Departjient,  April  2Uth,  1813. 
Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  employ  a  surveyor  to  view  the  most 
proper  road  from  Brownsville  to  Washington  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
thence  to  examine  the  routes  to  Charlestown,  Steubenville,  mouth  of 
Short  Creek  and  Wheeling,  and  report  a  correct  statement  of  dis- 
tance and  ground  on  each.  If  the  county  road  as  now  established 
fi'om  Brownsville  to  Washington  is  not  objectionable,  it  would  be 
eligible  to  prefer  it  to  any  other  which  might  be  substituted.  The 
surveyor  thus  employed  will  meet  with  every  facilit}'  by  applying  to 

17 
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the  u'l'iilK'iiu'u  at  \Va^llillgt()ll  w  ho  have  t  his  alU'ralioii  in  tlic  weslcni 
roiul  much  at  liearl. 

I  jiiu  ivsin'clfiilly.  sir,  }-oiir  obedioiil  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
D.  SiiRiVEU,  Jr.,  CuiiiheilaiKl,  Md. 

Treasury  Department.  Apiil  2:;i(l.  isil. 

Sir:  Mr.  Cochran  has  signed  his  contracl  and  honds  lur  the 
third  and  li>urth  sections  t)f  the  road  at  the  price  agreed  on,  that  is  to 
sav.  at  the  rate  of  tAventj-two  dolhirstiiid  tifty  cents  per  rod  for  the 
third  section,  and  of  sixteen  dolhirs  and  fift}'  cents  per  rod  for  the 
fourth  section. 

I  now  eiudose  the  contracts  and  bonds  for  the  first  and  second 
sections;  tliat  for  the  first  in  the  name  of  Ileni-y  McKinley.  and  at 
tlie  rate  of  twenty-one  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  i)er  rod.  Tlie 
proposal  of  Mr.  IJeade  was  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  dollars  for  a  road 
covered  with  a  stratum  of  stones  twelve  inches  thick,  all  the  stones  to 
pass  through  a  three-inch  ring.  He  did  not  stay  here  or  return  here 
to  complete  the  business  and  was  not  present  Avhen  the  road  was 
altered  to  a  stratum  of  stones  fifteen  inches  thick.  The  same  ad- 
ditional price,  viz :  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  rod,  is  allowed  him  for  that 
alteration  which  was  by  agreement  given  to  all  the  other  contractors, 
making  fourteen  dollars  and  a  half  as  set  down  in  the  contract,  in- 
stead of  thirteen.  The  contracts  and  bonds  are  in  every  res]>cct  (the 
names  of  sections  and  difference  of  price  only  excepted)  verbatim  the 
same  as  both  those  signed  by  Mr.  Cochran,  and  they  Avere  as  you  Avill 
perceive  all  executed  by  me,  and  signed  by  the  President.  After 
they  shall  have  been  signed  by  the  contractors  respectively,  they 
Avill  each  keep  a  copy  of  their  own  contracts,  and  you  will  return  the 
other  copy,  together  with  the  bond  (both  being  signed  by  the  con- 
tractors respectively)  to  this  office. 

If  either  of  the  contractors  should  for  any  reason  whatever  re- 
fuse to  sign  the  contract,  you  will  return  the  same  to  this  office, 
notify  the  ])erson  thus  refusing  that  he  is  not  considered  as  a  con- 
ti'actor,  forbid  his  doing  any  work,  and  immediately  advertise  in 
Cumberland  that  you  will  receive  ])roposals  for  making  the  section 
of  the  road  thus  not  contracted  for.  You  will  afterward  ti'ansniit 
the  ])roposals  which  may  accordingly  be  made. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  the  contracts  for  your  own  use  in  order 
that  you  may  in  every  case  be  able  to  secure  the  additions  agreed  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  consideration,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  dates  were  the  only  Idanks  left  in  the  contracts  and  bonds 
and  must  be  filled  at  the  time  of  signing,  l»y  the  contractors. 

AC 

Mr.  David  Siiriyer,  Jr.,  Cumberland,  Md. 
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Treasury  Department,  April  30th,  1811. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  inst.  has  been  received.  The 
President  has  confirmed  the  alteration  in  the  first  section  of  the 
road.  It  will  be  proper  to  have  a  short  endorsement  to  that  effect 
entered  on  the  contract  with  Mr.  McKinley,  and  signed  by  him  and 
yourself. 

You  are  authorized  to  contract  for  the  bridges  and  mason  work 
on  the  terms  mentioned  in  your  letter,  with  the  exception  of  the 
bridges  across  Clinton's  Fork  of  Braddock's  Eun,  which  ma}'  per- 
haps be  avoided  by  the  alteration  which  you  contemplate,  aud  which, 
if  necessary,  we  may,  perhaps,  considering  other  expenses,  be  obliged 
to  contract  of  cheaper  materials.  It  is  left  to  j^our  discretion  to  con- 
tract for  the  other  mason  work  as  above  stated,  either  with  Mr.  Kin- 
kead  or  with  the  road  contractors. 

If  you  shall  find  it  necessarj' to  employ  a  temporary  assistant, 
you  are  authorized  to  do  it,  provided  he  shall  be  employed  and  paid 
only  when  actually  necessary.  I  should  think  that  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five,  or  at  most,  fifty  cents,  a  day,  would  in  that  part  of  the 
country  be  ample  compensation. 

Eespecting  side  walls  no  decisive  opinion  can  be  given  until  ,you 
shall  have  matured  your  ideas  on  the  subject,  and  formed  some  esti- 
mate of  the  extent  to  which  they  must  be  adopted  and  of  the  ex- 
pense. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully,  sir, 

Y^'our  obedient  servant, 

,^     _  ,.  ^  ALBEET  GALLATIN. 

Mr.  David  Shriver,  Jr., 

Superintendent  of  the  Cumberland  Eoad,  Cumberland,  Md. 


LETTEE  FROM  EBENEZER  FINLEY. 

Eelease,  September  1,  1891. 
Hon.  T.  B.  Searigiit, 

31y  much  respected  friend :  In  our  conversation  the  other  da}',  I 
spoke  from  memory  entirely,  as  I  had  no  statistics  from  which  to 
quote.  Your  father  bought  the  stone  tavern  house  at  Searights  from 
Joseph  Frost.  It  was  unfinished  when  your  father  bought  it.  I 
knew  Joseph  Frost,  but  have  no  recollection  of  the  family  he  came 
from.  Y^our  father  was  a  single  man,  when  he  bought  the  house,  but 
married  shortly  after. 

In  relation  to  Mr.  Stewart's  and  Mr.  Benton's  colloquy  about 
the  National  Eoad,  Mr.  Stewart  said  that  "hay  stacks  and  corn  sliocks 
would  walk  over  it."'  Mr.  Benton  replied  that  "he  could  not  conceive 
how  hay  stacks  and  corn  shocks  could  walk  over  this  bowling  green 
road."  "Ah  !"  rejoined  Mr.  Stewart,  "  I  do  not  expect  to  see  them  walk 
in  the  shape  of  stacks  and  shocks,  but  in  the  shape  of  fat  cattle,  hogs, 
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horses  and  mules  from  the  Western  and  .Sonthern  States."  This  was 
in  a  discussion  in  Coni>;ress,  over  an  a]>propriation  Itill  for  re]»airing 
the  road.  Another  cdnvi'r^ation  witli  yon  al  soiiu'  tinir.  would  he 
very  mueh  enjoyetl  l»y  yonr  unworthy  scritihlcr. 

P.  S.  Now,  Colonel,  since  wi-iting-  the  above,  numy  thini;-s  have 
come  crowding  on  my  memory,  and  I  will  mention  some  of  the  ](rin- 
cipal  hotels  with  which  I  was  more  or  less  acquainted.  I  frequently 
ti'aveled  over  the  National  IJoad  in  my  younger  days.  I  went  often 
to  Cumberland  and  occasionally  to  Jkdtinioi-e.  1  will  begin  at  Big 
Crossings  (Somerfield).  Coming  this  way.  Thomas  Brown  kept  a 
tavern  on  the  hillside.  Next  Daniel  Collier,  then  Inks,  and  next 
Widow  Tantlinger  (Boss  TJush's  place).  Next  James  Sampey  at  Mt. 
Washington,  then  several  stopping  places  l)efore  reaching  the  Stewart 
stone  house,  a  hotel  that  "was  not  largely  patronized  by  travelers  on 
the  road.  Next  the  Chalk  Hill  house  and  then  Jimmy  Snyder's.  Next 
the  tirst  house  to  the  left  as  you  come  to  Monroe,  built  by  Mr.  Deford. 
Then  several  other  hotels  before  you  come  to  Uniontown.  In  Union- 
town,  the  Walker  House  (now  Feather's)  was  well  patronized.  Then 
James  Seaton's  and  Thomas  Brownfield's  wagon  stands.  Next  the 
Cuthbert  Wiggins  wagon  stand  (later  Moxlej-'s),  and  next  the  Sea- 
right  house.  Over  the  hill,  next  was  a  house  kept  by  Samuel  Wool- 
verton  and  Hugh  Thompson.  Then  the  Robert  Johnson  (later  Hat- 
field) stone  house.  Next  old  Peter  Colley,  father  of  Abel,  Solomon 
and  John  Colley.  Then  the  Bowman  house,  kept  by  John  Gribble, 
and  next  the  Brubaker  house.  Then  the  first  house  to  the  left  as 
3^ou  go  into  Brownsville,  kept  by  Darra  Auld,  and  next  the  Workman 
House.     But  I  presume  you  have  all  these.         Respectfull}^, 

EB.  FINLEY. 


LETTEE  FEO.M  THOMAS  A.  WILEY,  A  NATIVE  OF  UNIONTOWN,  WHO 

RODE  THE  PONY  EXPRESS. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  R.  R.  Co., 

Gen.  Ticket  Acient's  Office, 

Baltimore,  July  16,  1892. 
T.  B.  Searioiit,  Esq. —  Dear  Sir: — I  have  been  receiving  from 
some  one  the  Jeffersonian  Democrat.,  a  paper  pul)lished  in  ni}'  old  fa- 
vorite Uniontown,  and  have  read  with  great  })leasure  your  ])ubliea- 
tion  of  things  that  transpired  along  the  National  Road.  I  knew  a 
gi'cat  many  of  the  f)ld  wagoners,  stage  drivers  and  tavern  keej)ers 
3'ou  mention.  AVhen  I  was  working  for  the  stage  com])any  the  l^al- 
timore  and  Ohio  railroad  was  onl}^  completed  to  Frederic,  Maryland, 
and  I  used  to  travel  the  old  pike  very  often.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
come  once  more  to  Uniontown  before  I  go  hence,  where  nearly  all 
the  rest  have  gone,  and  would  delight  in  a  long  talk  with  you  about 
okl  times  on  the  road.    In  looking  over  the  paper  j'ou  sent  me  I  scarcel}' 
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see  any  names  that  I  used  to  know  in  Uniontown.  "When  last  in 
Uniontown  I  met  William  AVilson,  E wing  Brownfield  and  Greenberiy 
Crossland,  and  did  not  get  a  chance  to  see  my  old  friend  and  shop- 
mate,  Phili])  Bogardus.  He  and  I  worked  for  the  Stockton  stage 
company.  The  shops  were  on  Morgantown  street.  I  understand  that 
since  I  was  out  my  old  friend,  Bogardus,  has  passed  away.  I  recollect 
the  lad}^  he  mai-ried  was  a  Miss  Lincoln,  and  I  also  recollect  his  boy, 
Winfield  Scott.  I  have  been  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  company 
since  October  10th,  1852,  and  am  still  in  its  service.  Again  thanking 
you  for  the  paper  you  sent  me,  I  close,  in  the  hope  that  God  will  bless 
you  and  spare  your  life  and  mine,  that  we  may  meet  in  old  time- 
honored   Uniontown,  and  talk  over  the  glories  of  the  old  pike. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

THOMAS  A.  WILEY. 


PROPOSALS  FOR  CARRYING  THE  MAILS. 

Washington  City,  September  26,  1831. 

We  will  agree  to  convey  the  mail  on  route  No.  1,031,  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Pittsburg,  dail}'  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  agreeable  to  ad- 
vertisement, for  the  yearly  compensation  of  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Or  we  will  make  the  following  improvements :  To  convey  two 
daily  mails  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg;  First  mail  to  leave  Phil- 
adelphia at  two  o'clock  A.  M.  and  arrive  at  Pittsburg  in  two  days  and 
five  hours,  so  as  to  arrive  in  Pittsburg  at  seven  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  ex- 
tend the  route  to  Wheeling  so  as  to  arrive,  including  route  1,170,  at 
Wheeling  the  third  day  by  nine  o'clock  p.  m..  from  the  first  of  April 
to  first  of  December,  and,  from  first  of  December  to  first  of  April,  to 
Pittsburg  in  three  and  Wheeling  in  four  days ;  and  return  from  Wheel- 
ing by  Washington,  Pittsburg,  and  Chambersburg,  to  Philadelphia 
within  the  same  time;  changing  the  mail  as  follows:  at  Lancaster, 
Harrisburg,  Chambersburg,  Bedford,  Somerset,  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
at  any  other  office  that  is  or  ma}"  be  established  on  the  route.  The 
second  mail  to  leave  Philadelphia  at  seven  a.  m.,  or  immediateh'  after 
the  arrival  of  the  New  Y''ork  mail,  and  reach  Pittsburg  in  three  days 
and  five  hours,  so  as  to  arrive  in  Pittsburg  by  noon,  changing  the 
mail  at  all  wa}'  offices. 

We  will  agree  to  carry  the  mail  on  route  No.  1.198,  from  Bed- 
ford to  Washington,  Pa.,  via  White  House,  Somerset,  Donegal.  ]\Iount 
Pleasant,  McKean's.  Old  Staiul,  Robbstown,  Gambles,  and  Parkinson's 
Ferry,  to  Washington,  Pa.,  as  advertised,  for  the  yearly  compensation 
of  twenty-nine  hundred  dollars. 

We  do  agree  to  carr}'  the  mail  on  route  No.  1,230,  from  liedford. 
Pa.,  to  Cumbei'land,  Md.,  three  times  a  Aveek  in  coaches,  from  the 
first  of  April  to  the  first  of  October,  and  once  a  week  on  horseback 
from  tlic  tii'st  of  Octoltcr  to  the  first  of  April,  so  as  to  connect  witli 
the  Winchester  mail  at  Cumberland,  and  tlie  Great  Eastern  and  West- 
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eni  mail  at  Bocllbrd,  which  is  much  Avantod  duriui;'  the  smniner  sca- 
.son,  for  the  yearly  compensation  oi"  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

JAMES  EEESIDE, 
SA.MTKL  R.  SLAYMAKER. 
J.  TOMLINSON. 
To  the  lluu.  W.M.  T.  Hakhy, 

Postmaster  General. 

CONTRACT. 

This  contract,  made  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  between  James  Eeeside,  of 
Philadeli)hia,  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker,  of  Lancaster,  and  Jesse  Tomlin- 
son,  of  Philadelphia,  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  of  the  Ignited 
States,  of  one  part,  and  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States 
of  the  other  part,  witnesseth,  that  said  parties  have  mutuall}'  cove- 
nanted as  follows,  viz.:  The  said  contractors  covenant  with  the  Post- 
master General : 

To  carry  the  mails  from  Pittsburg  to  Harriottsville.  Cannons- 
burg,  Washington,  Claysville,  West  Alexander,  and  Triadelphia.  Ya., 
to  Wheeling  and  back,  daily,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  the  first  mail 
to  be  changed  at  each  county  town  through  which  it  passes  ;  the  second 
mail  at  every  office  on  the  route  ;  and  to  furnish  armed  guards  for 
the  whole,  when  required  by  the  department,  at  the  rate  of  six  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  every  quarter  of  a  year,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  this  contract ;  to  be  paid  in  drafts  on  post- 
masters on  the  route  above  mentioned,  or  in  money,  at  the  option  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  in  the  months  of  Ma}',  August,  November, 
and  Februar3\ 

That  the  mails  shall  be  duly  delivered  at.  and  taken  from  each 
postoffice  now  established,  or  that  may  be  established  on  any  post 
route  embraced  in  this  contract,  under  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for 
each  offence;  and  a  like  penalty  shall  be  incurred  for  each  ten  min- 
utes' delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  mail  after  the  time  fixed  for  its  deliv- 
ery at  any  postoffice  specified  in  the  schedule  hereto  annexed;  and  it 
is  also  agreed  that  the  Postmaster  General  ma}"  alter  the  times  of 
arrival  and  departure  fixed  by  said  schedule,  and  alter  the  route  (he 
making  an  adequtite  compensation  for  any  extra  expense  which  may 
be  occasioned  thereby)  ;  and  the  Postmaster  (General  reserves  the 
right  of  annulling  this  contract,  in  case  the  contractors  do  not 
promptly  ado])t  the  alteration  required. 

If  the  delay  of  the  arrival  of  said  mail  continue  until  the  hour 
for  the  departure  of  any  connecting  mail,  whereby  the  mails  destined 
for  such  connecting  mails  shall  miss  a  trij),  it  shall  be  considered  a 
whole  trip  lost,  and  a  forfeiture  of  one  hundred  dollars  shall  be  in- 
curred ;  and  a  failure  to  take  the  mail,  or  to  make  the  ])roper  exchange 
of  mails  at  connecting  points,  shall  be  considered  a  whole  trip  lost; 
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and  for  any  delay  or  failure  equal  to  a  trip  lost,  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral shall  have  full  power  to  annul  this  contract. 

That  the  said  contractors  shall  be  answei'able  for  the  persons  to 
■whom  they  shall  commit  the  care  and  transportation  of  the  mail, 
and  accountable  for  any  damage  which  maj^  be  sustained  through 
their  unfaithfulness  or  want  of  care. 

That  seven  minutes  after  the  delivery  of  the  mail  at  any  post- 
office  on  the  aforesaid  route  named  on  the  annexed  schedule,  shall  be 
allowed  the  postmaster  for  opening  the  same,  and  making  up  another 
mail  to  be  forwarded. 

The  contractors  agree  to  discharge  any  driver  or  carrier  of  said 
mail  whenever  required  to  do  so  by  the  Postmaster  General. 

That  when  the  said  mail  goes  by  stage,  such  stage  shall  be  suit- 
able for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  at  least  seven  travelers; 
and  the  mail  shall  invariabl}^  be  carried  in  a  secure  dry  boot,  under 
the  driver's  feet,  or  in  the  box  which  constitutes  the  driver's  seat, 
under  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  omission;  and  when  it  is 
carried  on  horseback,  or  in  a  vehicle  other  than  a  stage,  it  shall  be 
covered  securely  Avith  an  oil  cloth  or  bear  skin,  against  rain  or  snow, 
under  a  penalt}'  of  twentj^  dollars  for  each  time  the  mail  is  wet,  with- 
out such  covering. 

Provided  always^  That  this  contract  shall  be  null  and  void  in  case 
the  contractors  or  any  person  that  may  become  interested  in  this  con- 
tract, directly  or  indirectly,  shall  become  a  postmaster  or  an  assistant 
postmaster.  No  member  of  Congress  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share 
or  part  of  this  contract  or  agreement,  or  to  anj^  benefit  to  arise  there- 
upon ;  and  this  contract  shall,  in  all  its  parts,  be  sul)ject  to  its  terms 
and  requisitions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  21st  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
entitled,  "An  act  concerning  public  contracts." 

And  it  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  by  the  said  parties 
that  this  contract  shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
and  continue  in  force  until  the  thirty -first  da}^  of  December,  inclus- 
ively, which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-five. 

In  ivitness  u-Jiereof,  They  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set 
their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

(Signed.)  JAMES  REESIDE.  (Seal.) 

SAME  R.  SLAYMAKEE.    (Seal.) 
JESSE  TOMLINSOX.  (Seal.) 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

EOBT  1).  (^VRSON. 
JACOB  SHEARED. 
BOXD. 

K7101C  all  men  hy  these  jrresents.  That  James  Reeside,  as  pi-inci- 
pal.  and  Richard  Morris  and  David  Dorrance,  as  sureties,  are  held 
and  tinid}-  bound  unto  the  Postnuister  General  of  the  United  States 
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of  Anu'rica.  in  llie  Just  and  lull  sum  of  (wo  lliousaml  niui"  liuiidrcd 
dollai's,  value  received,  to  l»e  paid  unto  the  Postniaster  Geiiei-al  or  his 
successors  in  ottice,  or  to  his  or  their  assit!;ns  ;  to  whicli  payment,  well 
anil  truly  to  be  made,  \vc  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  ad- 
ministrators, jointly  and  severally,  tirmly  b}''  these  presents.  Sealed 
with  our  seals,  dated  the  seventeeth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eii;'ht  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that  Avhci'cas  the  above 
bounden  James  Kceside,  by  a  certain  contract  bearing  date  the  tif- 
teenth  day  of  October,  in  the  3'ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  covenanted  with  the  said  Postmaster  (leneral 
to  carry  the  mail  of  the  United  States  from  Bedford  to  Washington 
(Pennsylvania),  as  per  contract  annexed,  commencing  the  iirst  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  ending 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  which  ^vill  l)c  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Now,  if  the  said  James  Eeeside  shall  well  and  truly  ])erform  the 
covenants  in  the  said  indenture  expressed  on  his  j)art  to  be  performed, 
and  shall  account  for  all  penalties,  and  shall  promptly  repay  all  l)al- 
ances  that  may  at  any  time  be  found  due  from  him,  then  this  bond  is 
to  be  void  ;  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force. 

(Signed.)  JAMES  REESIDE,  (Seal.) 
RICHARD  MORRIS,  (Seal.) 
DAVID  DORRANCE,  (Seal.) 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivei'cd  in  the  presence  of 

(Signed.)     R.  C.  AVIIITESIDE. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  the  General  Postoifice. 

MW.  ST.  CLAIR  CLARKE,  Secretary. 

CLAIM   FOR  EXTRA   ALLOWANCE. 

Washington  City,  December  28,  183L 
Sir:  For  the  four  years  which  I  have  been  your  contractor  for 
ti-ansporting  the  great  Eastern  mail  from  New  York  to  Philadel])hia, 
it  has  happened  almost  every  week,  and  sevor"al  times  in  a  week, 
that  arrivals  from  foreign  countries  have  brought  thousands  of  ship 
letters  to  the  otfice  of  New  York  just  before  the  time  for  my  de])arl- 
urc,  and  the  importance  of  their  being  forwarded  without  delay  to 
the  Southern  cities  has  required  my  detention  from  one  to  two  hours 
beyond  the  ordinary  time  for  me  to  leave  New  Yoi-k.  This  detention 
I  have  been  required  to  gain  in  s])eed,  and  that  increased  sjtet'd  has 
required  me  always  to  keep  on  that  route  two  extra  teams  of  horses, 
at  an  extra  expense  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  per  yearfor 
each  team.  During  the  fii'st  year  your  jii-edecessor  made  nu'  an  extra 
allowance  for  this  expense,  but  during  the  last  three  years  J  have  re- 
ceive<l  nothing  for  it.     I  now  submit  the  subject  to  you,  in  the  expec- 
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tation  that  you  will  allow  the  claim  ;  it  is  certaiiilA-  but  just  that  I 
should  be  relieved,  at  least  in  part,  of  this  burden,  for  the  last  three 
3'ears  it  has  subjected  me  to  an  expense  of  not  less  than  six  thousand 
dollars,  which  I  hope  you  will  direct  to  be  paid  to  me,  at  least  in  part, 
if  you  do  not  think  me  entitled  to  the  whole.  I  have  also,  within 
the  same  time,  transported  to  New  York  all  the  large  mail  bags  which 
are  made  in  Philadelphia  and  sent  to  Xew  York,  not  with  mails,  but 
to  be  used  in  Xew  York,  and  to  be  sent  from  Xew  York  to  other 
places.  These  within  three  years  will  amount  to  about  five  hundred 
pounds  a  week,  as  will  appear  from  accounts  of  the  manufacturers  in 
your  office.  Wherever  1  could  procure  transportation  for  tho.se  bags 
in  wagons.  I  have  uniforml}'  ])aid  82.50  per  hundred  pounds  for  car- 
rying them,  rather  than  overload  my  coaches  in  which  we  carry  the 
great  mail.  For  this  service,  I  hope  you  will  not  consider  my  claim 
unreasonable,  if  I  charge  ten  dollars  per  week  for  three  years.  All 
of  which  is  submitted  to  your  sense  of  justice  for  decision. 
Yer}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  PtEESIDE. 
Hon.  Wm.  T.  Barry. 

Endorsement — Allowed.  Allow  $4,500.  The  residue  of  the 
claim  is  reserved  for  future  considei"ation.  Allow  the  remaining 
$1,500. 

COULDN'T  AFFORD  TO  CARRY  NEWSPAPERS. 

Washington,  July  12,  1832. 

/SV/".-  When  we  entered  into  contract  with  you  to  run  two  daily 
mails  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  one  with  unexampled 
rapidity,  and  the  other  in  three  and  one-half  days,  we  had  no  idea 
whatever  of  carrying  the  newspaper  mail  in  our  most  rapid  line,  nor 
do  we  suppose  it  was  ever  contemplated  by  the  department.  It  was 
our  intention  and  we  so  exj)ressed  it  in  all  our  conversation  with  you, 
and  with  the  superintendent  of  mail  contracts,  to  carry  the  principal 
letter  mail  onl}^  in  the  most  rapid  line,  not  believing  it  practicable  to 
carry  the  heavy  load  of  newspapers  sent  to  the  AYest  with  sufficient 
rapidity  to  reach  Pittsburg  in  the  shortest  time  specified.  Indeed, 
if  we  could  have  supposed  that  it  would  ever  become  necessary  to 
carry  the  newspapers  with  that  rapidity,  we  should  not  have  under- 
taken it  for  less  that  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  year  beyond  what  we 
now  receive;  but  experience  soon  taught  us  that  great  complaints 
were  made  against  the  department  and  ourselves  when  the  newspa- 
pers were  not  received  as  soon  as  the  letters,  and  that  these  complaints 
were  not  confined  to  Pittsburg,  but  extended  all  over  the  AVest.  To 
satisfy  the  public,  and  sustain  the  credit  of  both  the  department  and 
ourselves  as  its  servant,  we  made  the  experiment  of  trying  to  carry 
the  newspa]»ers  with  our  mo.st  rajiid  line.  We  have  partially  suc- 
ceeded, but  with  very  great  loss.      For  three  da3s  in  the  week  we  are 
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foiiipc'lK'il  to  exclude  all  passengers,  to  Ihe  loss  of  not  less  than  one 
hundred  dollars  a  day.  AVe  are  williiiir  to  ]n'iionii  oui'  contraet  to 
the  full  extent  of  its  meaning,  but  we  must  relin(iuish  earr3-ing  the 
newspaper  mails  by  our  most  ra])id  line,  unless  Ave  can  in  part  be  re- 
munerated for  it.  If,  however,  the  Postmaster  General  is  willing  to 
silence  the  public  clamor,  which  is  so  great  wlu'ii  wi'  carry  them  in 
our  slow  line,  we  will  carry  all  the  news]ia]>c'r  mails,  together  with 
the  letter  mail,  in  our  most  rapid  line  to  Pittsburg  and  Wheeling,  in 
the  shortest  time  specified  in  our  contract,  and  so  arrange  the  con- 
nection of  the  Baltimore  mail  at  Chambersburg  with  our  swift  line, 
as  to  carry  the  ne\vs]ia])ei's  as  well  as  letter  mail,  from  Baltimore  to 
Pittsburg  in  two  da}s.  foi-  the  additional  allowance  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  per  year,  from  the  first  of  April  last.  The  increased  expense 
to  us  will  not  be  less  than  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  for  our 
own  credit  and  for  the  credit  of  the  department,  Ave  Avill  make  one- 
third  of  the  sacrifice  and  ]jerform  the  service  for  ten  thotisand  dollars 
a  year.  We  Avould  gladly  do  it  for  a  less  sum  if  Ave  conld  afford  it, 
but  Ave  cannot,  and  at  that  rate  our  sacrifice  Avill  be  as  mu(di  as  Ave 
can  l)ear.  It  Avould  be  mtich  more  gratifying  to  us  if  the  pultlic 
would  be  satisfied  Avithout  it,  but  they  Avill  not,  and  our  oavu  feelings 
will  not  suffei'  us  to  perform  a  service  in  Avhich  avc  cannot  give  satis- 
faction to  the  public. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JAS.  EEESIDB, 
SAML  E.  SLAYMAKEB. 
To  the  Hon.  W.  T.  Barry, 

Postmaster  General. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  the  General  Postoffice. 

(The  above  letter  is  marked  "  Granted.") 

MW.  ST.  CLAIB  CLARKE,  Secretary. 


MK.   REESJDK   DEFIES   ALL  COMPETITORS. 

Philadelphia,  Januar}^  25,  1833. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  dated  the  22d  inst.  has  just  come  to  hand, 
Avhich  I  haA^e  examined  Avith  much  care,  but  must  confess  myself  at  a 
loss  to  come  to  the  exact  meaning  it  is  extended  to  conve3'. 

That  there  is  at  present,  and  has  been  for  some  time  back,  an  ex- 
press carried  on  horseback  betAvecn  this  city  and  Ncav  York,  is  a  fact 
Avhich  is  Avell  known,  and  Avhich  is  publicly  acknoAvledged  I)y  the 
newspapers  in  Xew  Yoi'k.  l"'hat  it  is  im])ossible  to  carry  the  Avliole 
of  the  great  Eastern  mail  throngli  in  coaches  or  otherwise  with  the 
same  speed  as  a  small  ]»ackage  can  be  carried  throngli  on  hoi-seback 
is  a  fact  that  requires  no  comment. 

Not  having  ijointed  out  this  matter  clearly  in  y<»ni'  leltei-  wln-ther 
it   was  the    wish    of  the   de])aiM  nient    (lial    a   certain  |M)i'lion   of  mails 
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shuiild  1)0  sent  by  express  to  New  York  at  an  earlier  hour  than  it  now 
does. 

Should  it  be  the  latter,  I  would  at  once  assure  the  do]»artnient  of 
the  impossibilit}^  of  having-  it  carried  through  in  as  short  a  time  as  it 
is  now  carried  by  express  on  horseback. 

In  either  case  the  department  may  rest  assured  of  my  willing- 
ness and  determination  to  use  every  exertion  in  order  to  meet  the 
views  and  washes  of  the  department.  Should  you  desire  it  to  be  sent 
by  express,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  can  have  it  sent 
through  in  a  shorter  time  than  it  can  be  done  by  any  other  individual 
in  the  country.  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Evving,  whom  I 
have  sent  on  w^ith  directions  to  ascertain  from  you  personally  your 
views  of  this  matter,  and  who  will  give  you  all  the  information  re- 
specting the  express  that  has  been  sent  from  this  place  to  New  York 
alluded  to  in  3'our  letter. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  JAMES  KEESIDE.  - 

N.  B.  T  will  say  to  a  certainty  I  Avill  go  from  this  city  to  New 
York  in  six  hours,  or  faster  than  any  other  one  can  do  it. 

JAMES  EEESIDE. 
To  Hon.  O.  B.  Brown, 

Superintendent  of  Mail  Contracts, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

TEAMS  READY  EOR  THE  NATIONAL  ROAD. 

Trenton,  February  25,  1833. 

Dear  Sir:  You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  that  I  have  at- 
tended to  your  directions  as  far  as  practicable.  It  is  their  own  ex- 
position of  the  matter,  and  such  as  they  gave  me. 

I  neglected  to  mention  to  you  in  my  letter  of  yesterday  that  the 
cause  of  the  private  express  beating  that  of  the  Government  alluded 
to  in  Mr.  Mumford's  letter,  was  owing  to  but  one  cause. 

Their  express  came  through  from  Washington. 

The  Government  express  from  Philadelphia,  after  the  arrival  ot 
the  steamship,  giving  the  newspaper  express  the  start  of  six  hours  in 
advance  of  that  of  the  Government.  The  lateness  of  the  succeeding  ar- 
rivals originated  from  the  cause  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  letter.  No 
mail  having  arrived  from  the  South,  they  su])posed,  from  the  lateness 
of  the  arrival  of  the  express  the  following  night,  that  there  would  not 
be  any  more. 

This  was  caused  by  the  late  arrival  of  the  steamboat,  and  no 
preparation  was  made  on  the  road  for  taking  it  on.  This  is  their  ex- 
cuse; whetl^er  it  will  pass  current  is  for  you  to  determine.  I  have 
just  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Washington  on  the  subject.  He  at- 
taches the  blame  to  Thompson's  bad  horse,  &c. 

I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  get  the  mail  through  in  time  to  con- 
nect with  the  boat,  should  the  roads  not  get  worse  than  they  now  are. 
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Tlu'  mail  ari'ivi'(l  in  IMiiladdiiliia  lliis  iiiorniiii;-  at  (i  ()'ciocl<.  J 
have  lijood  reiisons  for  believing  tiiat  il  will  conliime,  unless  a  change 
slii'iilil  take  place  in  the  roads. 

The  mail  has  left  Jersey  ('it,\-  the  last  few  days  at  a  lew  minutes 
])ast  three  o'clock  P.  M..  and  will  continue  to  leave  at  that  hour  uidcss 
you  direct  otlu'i'wise :   tliat  is  three  o'clock. 

The  teams  intended  lor  the  National  Road  are  here  to-iiiii;ht.  and 
start  to-morrow  for  the  West;  they  are  twelve  in  number,  Jei'sey 
stock.  Yours  respectful  1  v. 

1).  EWmG. 
Colonel  James  Eeeside. 

P.  S.  No  opposition  express  for  the  last  four  days.  Your  cx- 
])ress  horses  are  in  u^ood  order.  Avith  but  two  exceptions.  J).  E. 

COPY  OF  AX  ACCOUNT  AGAINST  COL.  JAMES  REKSIDE. 

Col.  Ja.mes  Ukesiue,  Tu  Hlti iunson  &  Weart,        JJr. 

1833. 

January  31. — To  one  horse  on  express $    5  00 

February  1.     "   two  horses    "  10  00 

"         2.      "   two  horses     "  10  00 

"         3.      "two  horses    "  10  00 

"         3.      "   horses  and  gig,  EastM'ard,  making  arrangements  for 

regular  express 5  00 

March  7. — To  two  horses  on  express 5  00 

"  7.  '■  running  express  one  luontii  and  four  days,  from  February 
4  to  this  date,  inclusive,  between  Trenton  and  Xew 
Brunswick 1 ,885  71 

$1,970  71 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  our  books,  so  far  as  rehites  to  ex- 
presses, and  has  been  paid  to  us  by  Col.  Eeeside. 

HUTCHINSON  &  WEAET. 

BEDFORD,  PA.,  GETS  A  DAILY  .MAIL. 

Febi-uary  14,  1833. 

Sir:  The  citizens  of  Bedford.  Pennsylvania,  desire  that  a  daily 
mail  be  run  bctw-een  Bedford  and  Uollidayslnirg.  The  latter  being  a 
place  of  great  importance,  being  at  the  junction  of  the  Pennsylvania 
(*anal  and  Eailroad,  and  an  intercinise  of  communication  very  great 
l)etween  the  two  points,  1  will  agree  to  perform  the  service  for  a  pro 
rata  allowance,  and  ptit  the  arrangement  into  effect  in  ten  days. 

Very  respectfidly,  etc., 

.lAMES  EEESIDE. 
Hon.  W.  T.  Baurv,  Postmaster  General. 

No.  1215,  Pennsylvania.  .lames  Eeeside  pro]K)ses"to  run  daily 
for  ])ro  rata;  Postmaster  General  says  within  -'granted;"  .lames 
Eeeside  written  to  25th  February.  1833. 


'/.'^S^i^iT. 


